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INTRODUCTION 


It has been more than a half century since the death of Reed 
Smoot. The dimming memory of his productive political life is only 
over-shadowed by his almost forgotten ecclesiastical contributions 
as an apostle in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
(LDS). Much of this unfortunate nescience results from the fact 
that he wrote no books, left no memoirs, and in his later years 
perhaps wished for some anonymity. Popular perceptions and aca- 
demic regard for the U.S. senator hover somewhere between a 
man caught up in a vague fight over his Senate seat to the image 
of an antiquated member of the Grand Old Party that let politics 
take precedence over Progressive political principles that were 
now necessary in a rapidly changing world. Many who wrote about 
him viewed him as a fiscal and political dinosaur whose legacy was 
one of outworn ideas on the tariff, the role of government, and 
the direction America ought to be tending. This is not to say that 
some of these conclusions were not, at times, accurate but merely 
to argue that there was much more to the man and his ideas than 
is generally conceded. 

The major studies dealing directly or indirectly with Reed 
Smoot have focused on some particular aspect of his career. This 
has special application to the many articles and monographs that 
have appeared over the years. This problem receives even more 
applicability when viewing the only attempt at a full-fledged biog- 
raphy, Milton R. Merrill’s dissertation,' which concerns itself pri- 


1 “Reed Smoot, Apostle in Politics,” Ph.D. diss., Columbia University, 1950, pub- 
lished forty years later by Merrill’s alma mater under the same title, Reed Smoot: Apos- 
tle in Politics (Logan: Utah University Press, 1990). Merrill’s tone is one of qualified ad- 
miration for the power and effectiveness Smoot personified on the one hand and a 
subde hostility to what this power and efficiency effected. Fifteen years after the com- 
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marily with Smoot’s political life. Other aspects of his life dove- 
tailed into political implications. The personal Reed Smoot is 
seldom revealed. Two reasons account for this. First, the theses or 
dissertations that treat his life were written prior to 1967, 2 the year 
his diaries first became available for research. Second, after 1967 
only a handful of articles appeared dealing with some aspect of 
Smoot’s career. There have been no full-length treatments. 3 

A recent misperception is instructive. In a book of biographies 
of prominent Mormons, the authors conclude, “Reed Smoot was 
widely considered to be a lackluster Saint. . . . He was loyal to his 
Mormon heritage and accepted his apostolic calling with resigna- 
tion, but seemed embarrassed by much in Mormonism. . . Even 
after the Senate certified his election, Smoot remained aloof from 
Church activity, aside from brief vacations in Utah.” To further 
re-enforce this air of religious aloofness, the authors place their 
analysis under the rubric of “ Secular Saint."'' Although the descrip- 


pletion of his dissertation, Merrill remarked to Utah governor Calvin Rampton on the 
occasion of “Reed Smoot Day” that although he admired him in some ways, he was at 
serious odds with him on his political conduct and views (Merrill to Rampton, 16 Apr. 
1966, UA 547, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah). One 
senses from Merrill's writings that he was influenced in some way by the Progressive 
school. Remnants of their views still percolated in the Columbia University academic 
atmosphere. Given this influential factor, Merrill’s treatment seems more than fair. 
The glaring biographical weakness was the focus on Smoot’s political career to the det- 
riment of other factors. Merrill also published a monograph and an article on Smoot: 
Merrill, Reed Smoot: Utah Politician, Utah State Agricultural College Monograph, series 
1, no. 2 (Apr. 1953); and Merrill, “Theodore Roosevelt and Reed Smoot,” Western Po- 
litical Quarterly 4 (Sept. 1951): 440-53. 

2 The only other attempts at treating Smoot’s life were Vernon George Robin- 
son, “The Public Career of Reed Smoot, 1903-1933,” M.A. thesis, University of Califor- 
nia, 1937; and Maud E. Smith, “Reed Smoot: Senator From Utah,” M.A. thesis, Colum- 
bia University, 1933. 

3 See James B. Allen, “The Great Protectionist, Sen. Reed Smoot of Utah,” Utah 
Historical Quarterly 45 (Fall 1977): 325-45; Thomas G. Alexander, “Teapot Dome Revis- 
ited: Reed Smoot and Conservation in the 1920s,” Utah Historical Quarterly 45 (Fall 
1977): 352-68; Jeffrey L. Swanson, “That Smoke-filled Room: A Utahn’s Role in the 
1920 GOP Convention,” Utah Historical Quarterly 47 (Fall 1977): 369-79; Thomas G. Al- 
exander, “Reed Smoot, the LDS Church, and Progressive Legislation, 1903-1933,” Dia- 
logue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 7 (Spring 1972): 47-56; Thomas G. Alexander, 
“Senator Reed Smoot and Western Land Policy, 1905-1920,” Arizona and the West 13 
(Fall 1971): 245-64;James B. Allen, “Personal Faith and Public Policy: Some Timely 
Observations on the League of Nations Controversy in Utah,” Brigham Young Univer- 
sity Studies 14 (Autumn 1973): 77-98. 

4 Richard S. Van Wagoner and Steven C. Walker, A Book of Mormons (Salt Lake 



Introduction 


tion is not wholly inadequate, it does mask a much more multifac- 
eted individual. 

Even the more scholarly treatments portray Smoot prejudi- 
cially. Perhaps one of the most egregious examples is contained in 
the biography of one of Mormonism’s most prominent individu- 
als, J. Reuben Clark. The author repeatedly re-enforces the stereo- 
type of a cold, calculating, and even vindicative Smoot— one who 
loved power and, even more, abused it. So culpable is Smoot that 
the author concludes that because of him Clark’s public career was 
severely hampered. With the odds against him, Clark eventually 
succeeded in overcoming the obstacle-strewn path Smoot laid out 
for him . 5 This problem, which is said to have originated when 
Smoot summarily snubbed Clark’s application for a clerking job 
early in both their careers, was exacerbated by the embarrassment 
of the Smoot Hearings the following year. 1 ’ 


5 Frank W. Fox, /. Reuben Clark: The Public Years (Provo, UT: Brigham Young 
University Press and Deseret Book Co., 1980). 

6 Fox speaks of it in these words'. “Fie [Clark] grew attentive to every possible 
opportunity to go East. At length he thought he had it. In the fall of 1902, Reed 
Smoot, a prominent Mormon Apostle, ran for the Senate with enough Church back- 
ing to assure his election. Smoot was famous for crustiness and unapproachability, 
but Reuben decided to take a long shot with him. He wrote the Senator-to-be and of- 
fered his services as private secretary. Through Joseph Nelson he even persuaded the 
president of the church, Joseph F. Smith, to pen an endorsement at the bottom of the 
letter. But for reasons unexplained, Smoot gave the application exceedingly short 
shrift" (Fox, /. Reuben Clark, 21). In reality Smoot did respond to Clark. He had al- 
ready hired the son of a longtime friend, Ben E. Rich, Ben L. Rich was on the job for 
a short time, and upon termination Carlos Badger was promised the job. Fox ac- 
cepted Clark’s account of the incident without making use of the available Smoot Pa- 
pers, Lee Library, to offer a different perspective. Throughout Fox’s biography there 
are only minimal uses of the Smoot Papers to corroborate Clark’s viewpoint when- 
ever conclusions are drawn on Smoot’s attitude or behavior. 

For example, Fox intimated that Smoot belittled Clark’s efforts and “persisted 
in referring to Reuben, somewhat obtusely, as ‘R. G. Clark.’ Little did the senator 
dream of the influence this anonymous Utahn was then exerting on Mexican policy” 

(Fox, /. Reuben Clark, 177-78). A perusal of Smoot’s diaries indicates that he abbrevi- 
ated many names and often misspelled them or turned initials around— the president 
of the United States and the president of the Mormon church, as well as family mem- 
bers. This was not to denigrate or belittle. Smoot did not underestimate Clark's role 
in the Mexican situation. The inverse is true; Clark underestimated Smoot’s role. It 
was Smoot’s clout and position that got results. 

In explaining why Clark never seemed to succeed in running for political office, 

Fox contended, “Actually there were solid reasons for Reuben’s misfortune. The first 
of them was Reed Smoot. Political careers were made and broken by this man, and 
. . . [Clark] seemed to become invisible to the ever more powerful senator. Although 
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All this is not to say that Smoot did not have character flaws 
and personal foibles or that he could not at times be harsh or 
vindictive. These, however, were not hallmarks nor even predomi- 
nant traits throughout his life. His personal journals suggest that 
there was more to Smoot than the traditional image portrayed. By 
viewing Smoot through different lenses, a different image emerges 
than the one characteristically chronicled in the studies of his 
political and religious impact. 

In many ways Smoot came to represent a new type of Mor- 
mon. It could be, and in fact will be, argued that he was the first 
modern Mormon . 7 With one leg in the nineteenth century and 
one in the twentieth, he straddled an era of immense change not 
only in his beloved church and state but also in the country he 
served. He grappled with these changes and fought over and 
through them. Although a conservative at heart, he also recog- 
nized the truth enunciated by G. K. Chesterton on the problems 
of conservatism: “All conservatism is based on the idea that if 
you leave things alone you leave them as they are. But if you 
leave a thing alone you leave it to the torrent of change.” This 
torrent of change caused Smoot to monitor, ponder, and attempt 
to strike a balance between principle and pragmatism. The fact 
that he often opted for the conservative position should not be 
viewed as blind adherence . 8 

Smoot held to many of the values of his pioneer Mormon 
frontier upbringing, but unlike many of his contemporaries he 
often went beyond this mind-set and sought to integrate the best 


he could and did perform political favors for Smoot, the process never seemed to 
work the other way around; and after a while Reuben gave up entirely. . . . Reuben 
kept on accommodating Senator Smoot and Smoot kept on refusing to reciprocate; it 
was the most lopsided relationship in Washington” (Fox,/ Reuben Clark, 408). Smoot 
actually regarded Clark highly and never opposed his political aspirations. At times 
he strongly advocated Clark’s political career. For other items, see Fox,/. Reuben 
Clark, 431-34, 43940, and 44243. 

7 This is perhaps only a more encompassing variation of Jan Shipps’s charac- 
terization of Smoot. She concluded, “Reed Smoot became what might be called the 
quintessential Mormon.” Shipps, “The Public Image of Reed Smoot, 1902-1932,” Utah 
Historical Quarterly 47 (Fall 1977): 389. 

8 Thomas G. Alexander perceptively argues this point in his excellent analysis 
and evaluation of Smoot’s record on Progressive legislation. The supposed staid stand- 
patter often turned surprisingly progressive on some issues. See Alexander, “Reed 
Smoot, the LDS Church, and Progressive Legislation, 1903-1933.” 
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of his pioneer past with the ever-changing conditions of an emerg- 
ing modern America. While others might have achieved greater 
intellectual attainment or acquired greater business acumen or 
success or perhaps coped more successfully with the changing 
cultural contours of American life, probably none integrated all 
these areas more effectively than did Smoot. In many ways he came 
to represent the new Mormon official: business-oriented and 
conservative. 

Most studies imply that Smoot was an important factor in 
promoting his church, state, region, and nation. Some articles, 
such as Merrill’s andjan Shipps’s, go as far as to suggest that Smoot 
was the dominant figure to appear on the Utah political and 
religious landscape in the first few decades of the twentieth cen- 
tury. The diaries validate these conclusions. Against internal odds 
at home and external odds in the East, he almost single-handedly 
turned around the negative image of Utah and the Mormon 
church . 9 The diaries demonstrate that Smootpaved the way for 
much that his church, state, and region profit from today. The 


9 J. Reuben Clark, his biographer to the contrary, received much more from 
the shadow cast by Smoot’s substantial presence than he was willing to concede, and 
whatever merited work Clark achieved, Smoot was still the pioneer. The first Mormon 
cabinet official appointed during the Coolidge administration, Cache Valley native 
William M. Jardine, never became a key factor in shaping Utah’s image while he was 
in office or after he left to assume die presidency of Kansas State University. Long- 
time tariff commissioner Edgar Brossard owed his appointment and continued career 
to Smoot and on many occasions acknowledged such. James H. Moyle, a prominent 
Utah Democrat for a number of years, served as Assistant Secretary of the Treasury as 
well as in other appointive offices but never became a major factor in the nation’s 
capital. William H. King, Democratic senator from 1916-41, never carried the political 
or ecclesiastical guns of Smoot. The various congressional representatives from Utah, 
Joseph Howell (R), Jacob Johnson (R), James H. Mays (D), Milton H. Welling (D), 

Don B. Colton (R), E. O. Leatherwood (R), and Frederick Loofbourow (R) were in the 
shadow of the senior senator as well. Mormon business magnate J. Willard Marriott 
was Smoot’s stepson-in-law and found fertile soil to plow in a field already sown by 
Smoot. Subsequent senators, who for the most part enjoyed political longevity, never 
quite rose to the pinnacles of political power and prestige that Smoot achieved, nor 
did other Mormon cabinet members George Romney, Ezra T. Benson, or David Ken- 
nedy. George Sutherland is a special case. He was a Representative in 1900, served in 
the Senate from 1905 to 1916, and was appointed a justice of the Supreme Court 
from 1922 to 1938. He was never an active Mormon nor did his legislative years sub- 
stantially impact the state of Utah. He was an important figure, his work an honor to 
Utah, but it was Smoot’s influence with President Warren G. Harding that solidified 
Sutherland’s appointment. 
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legitimacy they so desperately sought became embodied in the 
influence, example, and success that he achieved. More than any 
man of his time, Smoot assisted his region’s entrance into the 
twentieth century. This is not to argue that Smoot was alone in this 
endeavor, only that without his achievements success would have 
been much slower and more difficult. Without him, Utahns would 
have achieved some level of respect, but surely not with the rapidity 
and reputation that Smoot brought to this process. His being “in 
the world,” to the degree to which he was, altered outside percep- 
tions of Utah and Mormonism as a much different place and a 
much different institution than previously supposed by those 
outside the culture. 

The Smoot Diaries: Provenance, Problems, and Perspective 

In 1960 Brigham Young University acquired the personal 
diaries of Reed Smoot. His life and times, as recorded by him, 
comprise one of the more perceptive windows from which to view 
Utah, the Mormon church, and Washington, D.C., for the first 
quarter of the twentieth century. Smoot figured prominently in all 
three areas, making him one of the most influential people to 
represent his respective interests. His jottings reflect deep commit- 
ment to his church and country. Although the content of the 
diaries is at times less than scintillating, they represent a consistent 
effort to record significant and personal, as well as the diurnal 
affairs that he thought would be of some value to himself, his 
family, and perhaps later a wider audience of interested parties 
who would vicariously relive this dynamic and important period 
of history. 

The provenance is important for the discussion of what the 
diaries are and what they are not. The time-span from Smoot’s 
majority in 1880 until his death in 1941 comprises sixty-one years. 
The extant diaries cover the period from 1909 to 1932. Although 
these chronicle an important period of Utah, Mormon, and na- 
tional history, they leave substantial gaps. It is in some ways 
analogous to having the middle of a story or plot without the 
beginning or the end. Correspondence precedes the period and 
much remains of the post-1932 period, but the revelatory nature 
of the diary and introspective aspect of the man is obscured. 
Without the period leading up to Smoot’s early business career, 
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his call to the Mormon apostleship, his election to the United 
States Senate, and the subsequent attempt to contest his seal, a 
certain enigma persists that all the correspondence and collateral 
collections that relate to his activities cannot easily rectify. 

The provenance of the diaries is intriguing, and it was not until 
1962 that the history behind the diaries was made public. 1 " Prior 
to this only family and a few intimate friends knew of their 
existence. Smoot’s only legitimate biographer, Milton Merrill, who 
researched the apostle-senator’s life for over a decade, was appar- 
ently unaware of their existence. This is all the more intriguing 
since Merrill interviewed Smoot three or four times in the late 
1930s." The first scholarly use of the diaries was by Thomas G. 
Alexander, Jan Shipps, and James B. Allen in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. 12 

Smoot’s son-in-law, A. F. Cardon, recalled that Senator Smoot 
would at the end of each day retrieve his “little red book to 
transcribe the daily account of his life. He wrote rapidly but 


10 A. F. Cardon, “The Reed Smoot Diaries: The Story Behind Them,” The Utah 
Alumnus 39 (Sept.-Oct. 1962): 7-9. More of the story unfolds in the mid-1960s as Reed 
Smoot’s grandson, Samuel P. Smoot, initiated a family movement to collect all of his 
grandfather’s papers for Brigham Young University. See Samuel P. Smoot correspon- 
dence 1965-67, UA 547, Lee Library. Reams of correspondence delineate this elabo- 
rate process of locating material and at times having to wrest it from family hands to 
make the donation to the library. 

11 See Milton R. Merrill Collection, Utah State University; and Merrill, “Reed 
Smoot, Apostle in Politics.” Merrill either discarded his handwritten notes of these in- 
terviews or family members misplaced them prior to donating them to the Utah State 
University archives. The fact that Merrill never cited the diaries in his dissertation ar- 
gues for his ignorance of their existence. Smoot’s son-in-law A. F. Cardon wrote to 
Merlo Pusey, “But Merrill didn’t have the diaries, of course, and missed some points, 
it seemed to me, that would have been more informative [drawn from the diaries] 
than the papers used as sources” (Cardon to Pusey, 22 Dec. 1964, Pusey Papers, Lee 
Library). 

12 Shipps was the first. Upon discovering their existence, she inquired how she 
might gain access. Everett Cooley and director of University of Utah Press Richard 
Thurman stated that the only way was to be hired on with Merlo J. Pusey’s editing pro- 
ject. See Shipps, “The Mormons in Politics: The First One Hundred Years,” Ph.D. 
diss., University of Colorado, 1965. She was employed for about fourteen months to 
assist Pusey (interview with Jan Shipps, 1 1 July 1989, copy in my possession). For early 
additional uses, see Alexander, “Senator Reed Smoot and Western Land Policy,” and 
“Reed Smoot, the LDS Church, and Progressive Legislation." Alexander used the dia- 
ries again in 1977; see “Teapot Dome Revisited: Reed Smoot and Conservation in the 
1920’s." See also Allen, “Reed Smoot, the Great Protectionist” and “Personal Faith 
and Public Policy” (same source). 
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thoughtfully.” 15 Cardon and Smoot’s daughter Chloe became con- 
fidants of the senator and observed firsthand his private life. With 
his wife ailing since 1912, Smoot summoned his oldest daughter, 
Chloe, to Washington to care for her mother and help manage the 
senator’s home. Smoot, always secretive, kept careful records but 
sequestered them away from all except those closest to him. 14 
Chloe soon became the guardian of her father’s personal material. 
Upon Smoot’s wife Allie’s death in November 1928, his daughter 
became the household manager and hostess for her father. The 
senator sold his Washington home on Connecticut Avenue and 
had Chloe pack and care for his personal belongings. He and the 
Cardon family moved into a new home on Garfield Avenue. 

When Smoot remarried in 1930, Chloe and her family moved 
out. Alice Sheets, mother-in-law of Marriott Corporation founder 
J. Willard Marriott, became Smoot’s new wife. Chloe helped the 
newlyweds settle in and, before leaving, informed her father that 
she had packed all his diaries and other personal effects in a cedar 
chest and stored them on the third floor. There they remained for 
over twenty years, largely unknown to the family except to Chloe 
and her sister Zella. 15 

The only exception to their obscurity was an offer by Dorrance 
and Company, Inc., to publish the diaries. In July 1937 W. H. 
Dorrance wrote the following: “Recently the editor paid a visit to 
former Senator Joseph I. France, of Maryland and he says that the 
diary you kept in Washington is well worth publishing and that we 
should by all means invite you to submit this and any other material 
which you may have ready.” Smoot responded that at the present 
time he had nothing ready but did hope in the near future “to 
select different periods of my life and record the events. ” lb 

Upon his defeat in 1932, Smoot sold his second Washington 

13 Cardon, “Reed Smoot Diaries,” 7. 

14 Ibid., 8. 

15 For further confirmation, see Samuel P. Smoot interview conducted by Har- 
vard Heath, 11 June 1973, at the Lee Library, interview in my possession. Sam Smoot, 
a grandson, spent a substantial part of his youth living in the Smoot home on the cor- 
ner of 100 South and 100 East in Provo. He came to know his grandfather well only af- 
ter his defeat in 1932. Sam encountered a brooding, melancholy figure. 

16 See letters from Dorrance to Smoot, 12 May, 8 July 1937, 4 Jan. 1938; see 
Smoot’s response, Smoot to Dorrance, 18 May 1937, Smoot Papers. 
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home to his wife’s son, J. Willard Marriott, and left most of the 
belongings in it. Smoot died in 1941, and the family scattered. It 
was not until 1949 when the Cardons returned for a visit to 
Washington that the whereabouts of the diaries was discussed. A 
family friend suggested someone ought to do a biography of 
Chloe’s father. She realized this would be impossible without 
access to the cedar chest. She later asked her stepmother where it 
was, and, surprisingly, the stepmother was unaware of any diaries 
much less a chest of personal belongings. 

Two years later on a subsequent visit to Washington, Chloe 
and her stepmother located the chest with the diaries and removed 
it to the Cardon home in California. With the existence of the 
diaries now known, other family members wished to read them for 
the first time, so they made the rounds from California to Utah 
and back again. Questions quickly arose as to the whereabouts of 
the missing years. Chloe had long maintained that her father kept 
a diary since 1884. 17 For example, the crucial years of the Smoot 
Hearings were missing, and it is strange that the first entry was in 
February 1909. Evidence is that at one time other diaries existed. 18 

One plausible explanation comes from a number of letters 
written in the 1930s responding to inquiries from researchers. One 
case is illustrative. Regarding the “smoke-filled room” Republican 
convention in 1920, Smoot wrote, “Unfortunately my daily diary 
during the period was destroyed by a clerk in my Washington 
office. Therefore I do not feel justified in making any statement 
for publication.” 19 When Zion National Park superintendent Paul 
R. Franks wrote to Smoot to obtain information for a history of 


17 Chloe Cardon was mistaken. The Reed Smoot Collection at the Lee Library, 
Brigham Young University, contains an early diary bearing the date of 1880-81. These 
three small pocket diaries were kept as Reed accompanied his father, Abraham O. 
Smoot, on a business trip to the Sandwich Islands. 

18 In an interview in 1973 Sam Smoot maintained that he had seen the missing 
diaries at the old home in Provo; interview in my possession. 

19 See Smoot to Claude M. Fuess, 28 May 1935, Smoot Papers. This seems odd 
since the diary in question had not been destroyed, Smoot had access to it, and he 
could have responded. The only two explanations are that he did not want to bother 
to retrieve them or that he wanted an excuse to distance himself from an erstwhile 
friend. During Harding’s tenure in office, Smoot thought the president to be a great 
leader and a gentleman. As the history of his unsavory administration began to un- 
fold, Smoot might have wished to forget the relationship. 
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the park, Smoot lamented, “One of the great losses that came to 
me was the destroying of my letter files and all public documents 
by a clerk that I left in charge of my office in Washington during 
a visit I made to Salt Lake.”'" Similar responses were given concern- 
ing lost stocks and other important papers. 21 

Another explanation, less credible, came from Sam Smoot. He 
related that with the closing of Smoot’s bank in the 1930s the 
family was called by the sheriff who gave them two hours to haul 
away boxes stored in the basement or the items would be taken to 
the city dump for disposal. They rushed down but could not finish 
the job in time. Some of the records were lost. 22 

Meanwhile during the intervening years rumors surfaced that 
the diaries had been destroyed. 23 With the Depression still on and 

20 See Smoot to Frank, 9 Aug. 1939, Smoot Papers. A similar response was 
given to an important tariff-related question by a researcher, “It was unfortunate for 
me that an unwise clerk destroyed most of my files before leaving Washington and 
therefore it is impossible for me to send you a copy of the item asked for.” See Smoot 
to Paul T. Beardsley, 20 Mar. 1937, Smoot Papers. This suggests more than one inci- 
dent of lost manuscripts. 

21 See Smoot to C. K. Boettcher, 1 1 Mar. 1936, Smoot Papers. 

22 Samuel Smoot interview. My interpretation of this anecdote was that if any 
valuable records were lost, they would have been documents relating to the bank. 

Most of the valuable materials seemed to have been transferred to the Smoot homes 
in Washington and Provo. 

23 Cardon, “Reed Smoot Diaries,” 9. This “lost diary” myth was reinforced by a 
Deseret News article on 12 August 1962, entitled “U. to publish Sen. Smoot’s ‘lost’ Dia- 
ries.” The article stated that almost everyone had thought the diaries either lost or de- 
stroyed, but now twenty years after his death they had surfaced. Another possibility, 
speculative as it might be, was that they were deposited in the office vault of the First 
Presidency of the LDS church. This theory was advanced to me by D. Michael Quinn 
on two different occasions. An account in Rudger Clawson’s diaty might bolster 
Quinn’s contention: “Pres. Smith said that he wanted to refer to a matter that had 
given him much concern— namely, the private journals of the brethren of the Council. 
Many things were written in them which if they were to fall into the hands of the en- 
emy might bring trouble upon the church. After the death of the brethren, you can- 
not tell what may become of their journals, and even now the brethren felt an anxiety 
in relation to Pres. Geo. Q. Cannon’s journal, who made a pretty full account of every- 
thing that transpired in the Councils of the brethren: the same with Abram Cannon 
and others. Elder John H. Smith said that he was very much concerned about this mat- 
ter and had been for a long time, and felt that some action should be taken in the 
premises. Pres. Winder said that it was very unsafe and risky for the brethren to write 
down that which occurred in these meetings. This duty belonged to the clerk of the 
Council and nobody else. Pres. Winder moved that it be the sense and feeling of the 
Council that the brethren should not write in their journals that which took place in 
the Council meetings. Carried by unanimous vote.” Rudger Clawson diary, 5 Oct. 
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war imminent, Smot and his legacy dimmed, and his death in 1941 
precipitated no rush to research and write his story. As the family 
became more involved with their own lives, the diaries lay dormant 
for almost two decades with the exception of family members 
occasionally glancing through them. 

In 1960 Ariel and Chloe gathered the family in Washington 
and laid out a proposal to have the document published. With the 
consent of the family, they sought out an individual to assist them. 
At the time, prominent Utah historian Stanley Ivins was visiting 
his sister Leah, who had married Ariel’s brother. Stan suggested 
he ask the Utah Historical Society in Salt Lake City. 

The director, A. R. Mortensen, expressed interest in publish- 
ing all or part of them. Concurrent with the negotiations, the 
Cardons, while in Washington, called on an old friend of Smoot, 
Pulitzer Prize winning author MerloJ. Pusey, and inquired if he 
would be interested in editing the diaries. He said he would but 
was presently over-committed with other projects, presumably the 
biographies of George A. Smith, John Henry Smith, and George 
Albert Smith.' 1 In 1961 G. Homer Durham made a plea in the Utah 
Historical Quarterly that “we need more studies of the following 
than we have now . . . Reed Smoot and world affairs.” 25 This gave 
further impetus to family members to pursue publication. 

Mortensen again inquired as to the family’s interest. He had 
been named director of the University of Utah Press and was 
anxious to publish the diaries and perhaps some of the papers as 
well. 21 ’ Unknown to the family, Mortensen had approached Utah’s 
most acclaimed diary editor, Juanita Brooks, about undertaking 
the project. The account of this event is vintage Brooks. She 
recalled that while having lunch in the kitchen of the Kearns 


1904, in Stan Larson, ed., A Ministry of Meetings: The Apostolic Diaries of Rudger Clawson 
(Salt Lake City: Signature Books in association with Smith Research Associates, 1994), 
777. 

24 This project was eventually cut short by family members who objected to 
some material Pusey had chosen. The book was eventually published in 1981 as Build- 
ers of the Kingdom: George A. Smith, John Henry Smith, George Albert Smith. I confirmed 
this in an interview with John Pusey, Merlo’s son. 

25 G. Homer Durham, Utah Historical Quarterly 29 (Oct. 1961): 363-71. 

26 Cardon, “The Reed Smoot Diaries,” 9. This concluded Cardon’s account of 
the events as of 1962 when the article appeared for the first time. 
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mansion, which by itself was an anti-Smoot environment, she was 
approached by Mortensen. In a blunt manner she stated, “Now 
don’t you ask me to edit the Smoot Papers because I will not do 
it. I did not admire him in life and I do not honor him in death— so 
I would not be qualified emotionally to edit them, besides which, 
they cover a period with which I am only slightly familiar.” 27 

Pusey developed a serious interest in the diaries in the early 
1960s. Pusey had served as a clerk to Smoot the last three years of 
the senator’s fifth and last term, and he had been a friend of the 
family during the Washington years and stayed in touch with 
Smoot’s children after his death. Since Smoot’s defeat in 1932, 
Pusey’s career rose meteorically. He won the Pulitzer Prize for his 
biography of Charles Evan Hughes and subsequently wrote on 
Eisenhower and Washington politics, resulting in a job with the 
Washington Post as an associate editor— a job he kept until his 
retirement. 

As it turned out, there was another reason for Pusey’s initial 
reluctance to tackle the diaries. This had to do with his experience 
writing the Smith family biographies. He had known George 
Albert Smith since the 1920s and, as a reporter for the Deseret News, 
was pleasantly pestered by him to write a biography. He pecked 
away on the project for years. Shortly after George Albert Smith’s 
death, Pusey presented his finished work to the family which 
responded with criticism and anger over some of what Pusey had 
chosen to discuss. These items, in the mind of one family member, 
reflected negatively on a relative who was still alive. This animosity 
not only surprised Pusey but troubled him deeply. He was forced 
by the family to postpone the book’s publication until 1978. 2K 

With this in mind, Pusey approached the diary project with 
some apprehension. On the positive side was his respect for Smoot 
and the insistence of the older children that he do the project. The 
deciding factor, however, was the new emphasis placed on schol- 
arly publications at the University of Utah press. University presi- 

27 Brooks to Dale Morgan, 4 Oct. 1962, Juanita Brooks Collection, Utah State 
Historical Society, Salt Lake City. This was quoted in Levi Peterson, Juanita Brooks: 
Mormon Woman Historian (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1988), 292. 

28 For a discussion of this issue, see John Pusey interview. 



Introduction 


dent A. Ray Olpin, A. R. Mortensen, and Vice-President Daniel J. 
Dykstra all became involved in persuading Pusey to accept ." 9 

Initially the university offered Pusey a position as professor of 
journalism or, at the very least, an appointment at the press. 
Dykstra hoped his efforts with the diary project would eventuate 
a biography. But if Pusey could not accept a professorship, they 
hoped he would at least accept the diary project and work out of 
his Washington home . 80 Pusey graciously declined the position but 
stated that if the proper conditions existed, he might be interested 
in doing the editing. The university and press jumped on this and 
made every effort to satisfy his conditions. This diary project, 
under the direction of Pusey, was, in the eyes of the university, the 
event that would launch a successful university press and move it 
in the direction they wanted. 

With Pusey’s acquiescence, Mortenson wrote: “Under the 
arrangement made with the Cardon-Smoot family ... it was 
provided that the editing be done under my direction. ... As in 
many personal letters there is some minutia and trivia, but in my 
opinion the sum total of the Smoot diaries constitutes a remark- 
able document, and the framework on which can be hung a 
significant contribution to Utah, Mormon, and American political, 
economic, and religious history in the first third of the Twentieth 
century.” The family requested that intimate personal affairs relat- 
ing to financial matters be eliminated. Mortenson further ex- 
plained, “Good taste would dictate that some intimate material 
involving his apostleship and church might also be eliminated . 31 

29 This is documented in the Merlo J. Pusey Collection, Lee Library. 

30 Dykstra to Pusey, 26 Oct. 1962, Pusey Collection. 

31 This was reiterated in a subsequent letter: “In the Agreement between the 
Cardons and the University it was specified that those parts of the diaries dealing with 
intimate family financial matters would be kept out and, presumably also, other fam- 
ily and other quorum matters of private natures which might bring embarrassment to 
them or the church. I simply mention this because Mr. Cardon reminds me of it in a 
recent communication. The need to solve this kind of a problem is a long way in the 
future and we can face it then” (Mortensen to Pusey, 31 Dec. 1963, Pusey Collection). 
Similar concerns were raised when Samuel Smoot, nephew of Ariel Cardon, gave the 
following caveat to the Brigham Young University library director, upon the donation 
of the Smoot Collection, “Again I repeat, family matters of a ‘touchy’ nature are not 
to be disclosed. Certainly at this time material of this type should be set aside for fur- 
ther inspection by my sister or myself or returned to Mother’s home. In this regard 
time will cure a lot of things. . . . Now, Don, I hope you will not allow every Tom, Dick 
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Otherwise, I believe they should be printed in their entirety, 
properly annotated and footnoted and preceded by an introduc- 
tion that puts the journals in their proper perspective and which 
also contains a capsule biography of the senator .” 32 

Pusey was to be sent photocopies in installments from which 
to work. He insisted on quarterly payments for his work . 31 It 
became apparent that he required help in Utah to research items 
he needed. The family, especially Ariel Cardon and Sam Smoot, 
offered their assistance, but they were not living in Utah and their 
contributions seemed to be more of censorship than of active 
research. A fortuitous chain of events solved this problem. Richard 
Y. Thurman, director of the press, had just received a letter from 
Everett L. Cooley recommending for employment a bright young 
scholar in Mormon history, Jan Shipps . 34 

Shipps was writing her doctoral dissertation at the University 
of Colorado and wanted to consult the recently surfaced diaries. 
She was told they were unavailable, but Cooley and Mortensen 
advised her to apply for the position of researcher. They promised 
to support her application. 3 ’ Off and on for about fourteen 
months, Shipps assisted Pusey with such matters as name and event 
identification and notation of apparent mistakes in diaiy entries. 
The Pusey-Shipps relationship became symbiotic. Pusey had a 
competent scholar to answer inquiries and Shipps had access to a 
diary crucial to her work on Mormon politics. 

Throughout the three years Pusey worked on the project, he 
had premonitions of what the family might want to edit out. His 
fears were justified as some of the descendants became incensed 


and Harry to rummage through these Smoot files, particularly curiosity seekers, cer- 
tain individuals that I don’t particularly want rooting around in them etc. Let’s just 
limit it to people with a scholastic interest and keep a pretty tight control for now” 
(Smoot to Don Nelson, Mss 547, Lee Library; the letter bears no date but falls in the 
year 1966). 

32 Mortensen to Pusey, 16 Nov. 1962, Pusey Collection. 

33 Pusey protected himself against the vagaries of family opinions and business 
problems that might cause him to end up with hundreds of hours of work with no re- 
muneration. It was agreed therefore to pay him $1,250 per quarter until completion. 
See John Pusey interview, and A. Ray Olpin to Pusey, 25 June 1963, Pusey Papers. 

34 Cooley to Thurman, 5 Nov. 1964; Thurman to Pusey, 6 Nov. 1964, Pusey Col- 
lection. 

:,3 Jan Shipps interview. See also Shipps to Pusey, 21 Jan. 1965, Pusey Collection. 
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over the inclusion of some sensitive family items. When Pusey 
refused to compromise, the project came to an abrupt halt. He felt 
hurt by the family’s lack of confidence in him, and his only 
consolation was that he had received some compensation for his 
efforts . 36 

If anything, the University of Utah Press sustained an even 
greater loss. It had hoped to use this project to propel it into 
publishing limelight. With that hope in mind, the university had 
expended thousands of dollars it could not recoup. This may have 
contributed to the director’s downfall; it set back the university’s 
publishing aspirations for over a decade . 37 

Pusey’s abortive attempt was the last for over twenty-five years. 
The present undertaking does not attempt to duplicate his work, 
since I have condensed the journals to what I consider the most 
significant entries. In addition to the sheer volume of material, ” 
there is sufficient merit to abridge the diaries without sacrificing 
the integrity of the content. 

The Abridgement: Problems and Justification 

Any time a document is abridged, something is lost— whole- 
ness, integrity, even perspective. In the case at hand, there is 
hopefully more gained than lost. I have spent two years going over 
and over the manuscripts to arrive at an informed judgment of 
what should be included and excluded. The resulting text elimi- 
nates misrepresentation and compromise to the best of my ability. 
In the process of selection I have sought to include enough of 
Smoot’s important entries on government, politics, church, family, 
and business dealings to do justice to them all and to fairly portray 
his prevailing sentiments on the subjects. 

Readers are often concerned that some important item might 
be excluded either intentionally or not, or that prominent themes 

36 John Pusey interview. 

37 Interview with Nancy Young conducted by Harvard Heath, 14 Sept. 1989, 
copy in ray possession. Young is a manuscript librarian in Special Collections, Marri- 
ott Library, University of Utah. Special Collections still retains most of the prelimi- 
nary work of Pusey’s editing. 

38 As Pusey undertook the work, it was estimated that his published volumes, ex- 
clusive of annotation and footnotes, would total about 3,500 pages. See A. R. Morten- 
sen to Pusey, 7 Feb. 1963, Pusey Collection. 
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will be dropped. There appears always the suggestion that these 
gaps distort or inaccurately portray the author’s intentions or 
thoughts. An editor runs this risk, but I have implemented certain 
criteria to address these potential problems. Some examples will 
illustrate the method used. 

Entries about Smoot’s government activities in Washington, 
D.C., as well as in Utah, offer a starting point. At the outset I 
decided to automatically include any discussion of major issues or 
events. Examples are national and state elections and discussions 
of crucial bills that affected the nation, the world, or the state of 
Utah. This includes, of course, events related to World War I, the 
League of Nations, reparation debts, Prohibition, women’s rights, 
business laws, tariffs, and party politics. Thus if the reader finds 
an entry on a major topic, he or she can be certain that relevant 
subsequent entries have been included. 

Another area of concern is the perceived inclusion or exclu- 
sion of matters relating to the Mormon church. Every entry dealing 
with substantive church issues was included. Where gaps or incom- 
pleteness seem to be apparent, it is only because Smoot failed to 
follow up on the issue in his diary. This becomes crucial when the 
abridgement includes the apostle’s accounts of the Thursday meet- 
ings in the temple to discuss high-level church issues. I have 
included all such entries unless his journal merely records his 
attendance. 39 An example is: “Attended the meeting of the Presi- 
dency and the Quorum of Twelve at the Temple beginning at 10 
oclock and closing at 3 p.m. Regular routine business of the 
Church. All present but Bro. Talmage.” 4 " Contrast this with an 
entry two months later that included: “Attended the meeting at 
Temple of 1st Presidency and Quorum of the twelve at 10.30. I 
was mouth in blessing the water and offered closing prayer. 
President Grant announced the appointment of Sylvester Q. Can- 
non as Presiding Bishop of the Church to fill the vacancy caused 
by the appointment of Bp. Nibley as 2nd counselor to Pres. Grant. 
The appointment is pleasing to all the members of the Twelve. I 

39 One must keep in mind that with his responsibilities in Washington and 
other non-church responsibilities, Smoot attended no more than 25 percent of the 
meetings in any given year while holding political office. 

40 Smoot diary, Thursday, 9 Apr. 1925. 
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called on President Grant early this morning and at his request for 
me to name some one for the place other than those he had 
previously considered and I named Sylvester Q. Cannon and he 
told me he was seriously considering him for the place .” 41 

Where there is continuity and some semblance of under- 
standing of family or personal matters, this is included. When 
references to people and events are unclear or have no apparent 
importance to the outcome of an issue, they are excluded, as are 
passing references to pending congressional legislation with 
sketchy detail or no substance . 42 

Legitimate questions might be raised as to the inclusion of 
entries dealing with the senator’s health or his wife’s health. Other 
inclusions convey ideas on movies or places of interest or such 
mundane things as home and auto purchases. These types of 
entries fill out much of his personality and personal habits and to 
a large extent humanize a person thought by many to be stoic and 
phlegmatic. 

With all this, readers may still raise questions about what I 
have left out. In striving to maintain balance, I did include a 
disproportionate amount of material on Smoot’s personal, fam- 
ily, and religious life, and on Utah and regional issues, at the 
expense of national and international politics. Those wishing 
more information on these topics need to consult the extensive 
diaries themselves. 

A sizable number of entries shed little light on the man and 
his times. These are offered as examples of the type excluded: 
“Was at the office as usual during the morning. Rained last night. 
Warm and clear today. Had the family to dinner. Anderson and I 
walked five miles after dinner .” 43 “A beautiful morning. I walked 
part of the way to my office. Looked over my mail. Sent a number 
of Christmas cards out and returned home in time for dinner at 
one oclock. Allie and I went for a walk in the afternoon. We sent 
a number of telegrams extending season’s greetings to friends at 

41 Ibid., Thursday, 4 June 1925. 

42 In this regard, when issues, events, or people are discussed in incomplete 
fashion that might be important, every effort has been made to check his voluminous 
correspondence to find additional information that might shed light on the issue. 

43 Smoot diary, 1 Jan. 1929. 
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home.” 41 “Worked in the morning on my speech in defense of the 
cotton schedule as no doubt will be reached this coming week. In 
the afternoon Allie and I took a long carriage ride. A beautiful 
day.” 4 ’ Such entries comprise a substantial part of Smoot’s multi- 
volume diaries. I have, however, included some such quotidian 
events to indicate the family’s daily routine. 

One last clarification is necessary. The diaries are all handwrit- 
ten and are therefore at times unclear at best and illegible at worst. 
There are grammar and syntax problems and misspelled words. 
These have been left as written to preserve the integrity of the 
record. The only exception is where there is a question about what 
the word really is or how it is spelled, and in these cases I give the 
senator the benefit of the doubt. Otherwise the record is left, as 
nearly as possible, as it appears. 411 

A Brief Biography 

Reed Smoot was born on 10 January 1862 in Salt Lake City. 
His father, Abraham Owen Smoot (1815-95), was a prominent 
early Mormon pioneer and his mother, Anne Kristina Mauritsen 
(1833-94), a Norwegian convert who became Abraham’s fifth 
polygamous wife. Reed, the third of Anne’s five children, was a 
member of an extended family of eighteen brothers and sisters. 
His father had converted to the LDS church in Tennessee in the 
early 1830s. Descending from an aristocratic Kentucky family, he 
acquired the traits and characteristics of a southern gentlemen. 
His mother had heard missionaries in her native Norway and, 
impressed with the spirit and content of their message, sought 
baptism to the dismay of her family. Ostracized and forlorn, she 
tearfully left the family farm for Liverpool, England, and then on 
to join the Saints in Utah. Upon her arrival, she eventually found 
work in the polygamous Smoot household. Her cheerful de- 
meanor and her commitment to the gospel she had recently 

44 Ibid., 24 Dec. 1916. 

45 Ibid., 30 May 1909. 

46 This differs from Pusey’s approach. He chose to eliminate abbreviations, cor- 
rect grammar, and edit awkward sentences and clauses. Smoot, thus sanitized, loses 
some of his personality and for me some of the charm and idiosyncrasies that made 
him such an intriguing figure. 
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embraced so impressed “Ma” Smoot (the family matriarch) that 
she encouraged her husband to take her to wife. 

A. O. Smoot, as he was called, was baptized by Warren Parrish 
in 1835. He soon struck a life-long friendship with Wilford Wood- 
ruff. Prior to his departure West in the Mormon exodus, he had 
served seven missions for the church. As captain of a company, 

Smoot headed for Utah in 1847. He was called as bishop of the 
Salt Lake City 15th ward in 1849, led the Perpetual Emigration 
Fund, became mayor of Salt Lake City in 1857, was called to Provo 
as stake president in 1868, serving in that capacity until his death. 
Interwoven with his church calls and responsibilities were his 
service in the territorial legislature, his founding of the Provo 
Woolen Mills, his building of a sugar factory in Sugar House, and 
numerous business trips East to procure machinery and supplies 
for fledgling Utah businesses. He was, at the behest of Brigham 
Young, a founder of the Brigham Young Academy, later Brigham 
Young University. Such an extensive church, civic, and business 
background was not lost on his son Reed. 

Reed Smoot left his rather comfortable Salt Lake City sur- 
roundings at a young age to accompany his father to Provo— a town 
still in its rudimentary pioneer stage of development. Early in his 
life it became apparent that young Smoot had a knack for business 
and a propensity for hard work. Despite having older brothers with 
more experience, he was soon considered the child prodigy in the 
family. A. O. entrusted him with increasing responsibility as a 
teenager. He soon became manager of the Provo Woolen Mills, 
helped managed the family lumber and coal business, and oversaw 
other Smoot enterprises. He later founded a drug company, 
became president of the bank he and his father started, and 
dabbled in mining and corporate stocks. 

Along with many of his brothers and sisters, he enrolled in the 

first class at Brigham Young Academy in 1875, graduating at age 

seventeen. From this point his interest and focus centered on 

business. His church activity continued to be perfunctory. As a son 

of the stake president and a devout mother, he carried out the 

necessary duties that devolved upon him. Mission calls came his 

way, but he, and most importantly his father, thought his talents 

could be better used at home contributing to the family business 

enterprises than pounding the cobblestones in the mission field. 

r r o xxtx 
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His position as manager of the Provo Woolen Mills was considered 
and indeed elevated to a mission call by church president John 
Taylor. This changed in 1890 with a call to serve in Great Britain. 

Prior to this mission call Reed had married childhood sweet- 
heart Alpha May Eldredge (known as Allie), daughter of promi- 
nent Salt Lake City businessman and church general authority 
Horace S. Eldredge (he served as a member of the Council of 
Seventy, 1854-88) in 1884 in the Logan temple. This marriage 
brought not only a refined, talented wife to Smoot but also 
additional business capital and opportunity. Her father had been 
heavily involved with the founding of ZCMI (Zion’s Cooperative 
Mercantile Institution), the Deseret Bank, and other territorial 
businesses. Reed’s and Allies’s fathers’ business and church paths 
crossed many times in the 1850s, 1860s, and 1870s. 

With some concerns and some uncertainty Smoot went to 
Europe for an unspecified time. Upon his arrival his talents were 
immediately put to use in the mission office as bookkeeper and 
financial clerk. His sojourn in England was to have a profound 
impact on his political and religious life. Outside of a trip to the 
Sandwich Islands (Hawaii) with his father in 1880, Smoot had not 
been exposed to the world outside of Utah except through books. 
It was here that he mulled over politics. He had, while at home, 
subscribed to Republican and Democratic newspapers to help 
shape his political views— this to the disdain of his father, who 
continued to be a staunch Democrat. 

With America as an emerging world power, and Great Britain 
as an established one, Smoot with great interest pursued the 
contrasts and similarities between the two countries. If Smoot had 
been a reluctant protectionist before arriving, he would upon 
leaving be an arrant one. The Smoot-Hawley Tariff of 1930 would 
place the capstone on his economic position— one formulated forty 
years before. 

In addition, Smoot would study societal conditions in Europe 
and find them deplorable. Much has been made of Smoot’s 
Republicanism and partisan conservatism, but it is forgotten that 
he accepted much of the Progressive agenda between 1912 and 
the 1920s. His voting record and some of the causes he espoused 
evinced a streak of Progressive thought in his political make-up. 
This proclivity to some aspects of Progressivism had its genesis in 
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his European experience. His letters home to his wife, family, and 
friends amply document this argument. Sewers, sanitation, work- 
ing conditions all caught his attention and indelibly impressed on 
him the need for ameliorating social ills. However, the defining 
issue for him would always be the need to curb free trade by 
implementing measures to protect the American working man. 

Although he had inklings of this economic position while manag- 
ing businesses in Utah, it took first-hand observation in Great 
Britain to galvanize his resolve to promote protectionism. 

One issue, an ecclesiastical one, did not resolve itself. Smoot 
had hardily hoped his mission would also galvanize his spiritual 
desire for a firm, unwavering faith in the divinity of the religious 
message he was sent to proclaim. He knew in his heart that the 
gospel that both parents embraced was rational and good, but he 
still lacked the spiritual certainty he so admired in his parents— es- 
pecially in his devout mother. This vexed him. In a letter, written 
shortly before his return, to his brother-in-law, he opined, “If I am 
going to be anything in a religious way it will be a Mormon or at 
least until I find something better and I have not done that as yet, 
but I am afraid I shall never be very religious.” It was only after his 
return and shortly after his mother’s death in the mid-1890s that 
this spiritual conviction came to him. In a special, sacred epiphany 
he received the witness his mother had promised him. He would 
now never look back. In later years he would acknowledge the 
tremendous debt owed to his mother. 

His mission was short-lived. His ailing father had requested 
that he be released early to return and take over the business affairs 
of the family. Smoot’s absence created a void at home. No one in 
the family seemed able to manage the many businesses efficiently 
and profitably. His return to Provo marked a renewed determina- 
tion to succeed and expand. His business acumen saw a meteoric 
rise in his net worth. By 1894 he had built one of Provo’s finest 
homes (now on the National Historic Register), was president of 
one of Provo’s largest banks, manager of the many Smoot family 
enterprises, and one of Provo’s most respected citizens. 

Outside of Provo he served as a director of ZCMI, a director 
of the Deseret National Bank and Deseret Savings Bank, vice-presi- 
dent of the Grand Central mine, and a director of the Pacific Coast 
Railroad. He continued as well to manage the interests of his 
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deceased father-in-law, Horace Eldredge. Civically, he served as a 
director of the Territorial Insane Asylum and later as a member 
of the Brigham Young Academy Board of Trustees. 

Perhaps his recent experience in England precipitated his first 
attempt at public office. He ran for Provo mayor in 1892 and was 
defeated by his former Brigham Young Academy principal, War- 
ren Dusenberry. After this sobering defeat, he remained active in 
politics but did not seek further office for ten years. With his 
father’s death in 1895, more and greater responsibility fell on his 
shoulders. The residual debt of the Provo tabernacle and the 
Brigham Young Academy building and the aftershocks of the 1893 
depression tested his business skills and abilities. 

During this tumultuous time another event occurred that 
would transform his life. Upon his father’s death in 1895, the First 
Presidency of the Mormon church came to Provo to reorganize 
the Utah Stake presidency. While using Reed’s home as their 
office, they reorganized the stake, calling Reed as a counselor to 
Edward Partridge. The only people more stunned by the an- 
nouncement than the congregation were the Smoots. He had 
never held a church position of any consequence. Sensing the 
surprise of the those present, both George Q. Cannon and Wilford 
Woodruff instructed members that Reed would grow in the job 
and become an effective and much needed church leader in the 
Utah County area. 

Within five years of his first significant church calling, another 
event occurred that changed forever the course of his life. At 
thirty-eight years of age, he was called to the Mormon apostleship. 
Reed Smoot was to fill the vacancy left by the death of Franklin D. 
Richards. The call initially unsettled Smoot and only with the 
reassurance of other quorum members and President Lorenzo 
Snow did he feel he could serve in that capacity. 

With the advent of statehood in 1896 and the political climate 
in Utah, Smoot remained active in Republican Party politics. So 
much so that he seriously considered running for the vacant 
congressional seat of Frank J. Cannon in 1900. He withdrew his 
name after President Snow wished to have Thomas Kearns replace 
Cannon. 

Smoot, however, now had the political bug and anxiously 
threw in his hat in the ring in 1902. With the death of President 

XXXII 


Introduction 


Snow and the ascension of Joseph F. Smith, a rabid Republican, 
to the church presidency, Smoot was set to make a run. Despite 
much animosity and political and religious mud-slinging, Smoot 
was elected. Smoot, now at age forty, was a senator and an apostle 
with a future not even he could predict. 

The first part of that future was not what he expected and one 
that almost cost him his political office. His election erupted in a 
fanatical attempt to have him unseated even before taking office. 

Religious attacks fomented at home soon spread nationwide. 
Thousands of petitions were sent to Washington, D.C., calling for 
his political head. A Mormon church apostle in Washington was 
deemed, in the eyes of many, too much mixing of church and state. 

The recent expulsion of church official Brigham H. Roberts in 
1898 from the House of Representatives was still in the minds of 
many and Smoot appeared to carry the same baggage that doomed 
Roberts. 

Arguably the most interesting hearing ever held questioning 
the right of a senator to sit occurred between 1903 and 1907. The 
Smoot Trial, as it was often called, was as much a public trial of 
the Mormon church as it was of Smoot himself. Four large tomes 
attest to the length and thoroughness of the hearings that touched 
on every aspect of Smoot’s personal life as well as on the theology 
and tenets of the church. Polygamy, theocracy, loyalty, and a 
number of other concerns plagued Smoot and church leaders 
throughout this ordeal. Two factors seemed to play a major role 
in the committee vote to seat him. One was the impeccable 
credentials Smoot brought to the hearings. Unsubstantiated alle- 
gations and personal invectives all backfired on the part of the 
prosecution. The second factor was the unswerving support of 
President Theodore Roosevelt and the Republican Party. 

This victory not only exonerated Smoot but more importantly 
gradually legitimized the church’s presence in the United States. 

By the time Smoot left Washington in 1 932, he had ushered church 
presidents Joseph F. Smith and Heber J. Grant into every U.S. 
president’s office for numerous visits and brought a respect to the 
nation’s capital heretofore unknown. More than any other Mor- 
mon, he helped turn public and political opinion in favor of 
Utahns. This is not to say there was a complete victory but enough 

small victories to pave the wav for later generations to build upon. 
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After the ordeal of the hearings, his political rise was meteoric. 
He was, by 1920, one of the most prominent of Republicans, sitting 
on all the prestigious committees. By his fourth term in 1926 he 
was dean of the senate and its most respected member. Some 
politicians had even pushed him to run for president in 1920. He 
was involved in every aspect of the nation’s business— banking, 
economic planning, and in the resolution of numerous interna- 
tional disputes. 

This successful political life was not without its problems. 
Personal difficulties plagued him continually. His wife, Allie, was 
ill throughout most of his political life, finally passing away during 
his last term. His six children with one or two exceptions gave him 
parental distress that sapped his energy and depleted his personal 
accumulated wealth. He, himself, was a workaholic. The rigorous 
schedule he chose to adopt caused him years of ill health and 
sickness from which he never fully recovered. 

Some have unfavorably reacted to his lack of church work 
during his thirty years of senate service. This accusation, leveled 
by erstwhile friends and foes, was a constant challenge throughout 
his stay in Washington. It perhaps was a major factor in his 
eventual defeat in 1932 in the Democratic landslide. Although 
some quorum members frequently groused over his political activ- 
ity in lieu of his apostolic responsibilities, church presidents Smith 
and Grant were solidly behind his stay in Washington and encour- 
aged him to run every time. His presence in Washington opened 
doors and paved the way for growth and recognition here and 
abroad. 

Unfortunately for Smoot, his last years were his worst years. 
In an election in 1932 that he thought he would never lose, he did 
lose and he never really recovered from the defeat. It was the 
beginning of the end. The political loss paled in comparison to his 
personal losses. His financial losses in the early 1920s, trying to 
cover his children’s poor financial decisions, were exacerbated by 
the onset of the Great Depression. His bank in Provo failed, his 
investments turned sour, and his health continued to fail. After a 
half a century of that took him to the pinnacle of political power, 
he was now a broken man— left to ruminate over a past that would 
never return. He died in almost obscurity in 1941 while visiting 
family in Florida. 
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1909 

[Serving Two Presidents] 


[Monday Feby 15/09] This morning I took Thos McKay 1 to see the 
[U.S.] President[-elect William H. Taft]. 2 3 The president spoke of 
me so kindly to Thos McKay and of his confidence in me— Received 
a letter from Hy M. Smith' bitterly complaining of my having ig- 
nored him in not answering the telegram sent the Utah delegation 
dated Jany 30/09 by C W Nibley, 4 N. L. Morris" and himself, also 


1 Thomas Evans McKay (1875-1958) was the younger brother of apostle and 
later LDS church president David O. McKay. He was named an assistant to the Quo- 
rum of Twelve Apostles shortly after Smoot’s death in 1941 . 

2 Newly-elected U.S. president William Howard Taft (1857-1930) and Smoot 
got along famously as their views on almost all subjects coincided. Taft came to rely 
heavily on Smoot’s knowledge of senate bills and budget. Smoot was always quick to 
mention visits to U.S. presidents in his diary, especially when flattery was extended. 

3 Hyrum Mack Smith (1872-1918), oldest son of LDS church president Joseph 
F. Smith, was called to the LDS apostleship a year after Smoot’s selection. Smoot con- 
sidered him much too frenetic on church-related politics. 

4 Charles Wilson Nibley (1849-1931) was appointed Presiding Bishop in 1907 to 
manage the LDS church’s business affairs. He was later appointed second counselor 
to church president Heber J. Grant in 1925. An astute businessman and one of 
Smoot’s closest friends and political advisors, his life became entwined with Smoot’s 
through business ventures and the marriage of Smoot’s oldest son Harold to Nibley’s 
Alice and again with Smoot’s Zella and Nibley’s Carlyle. 

D Nephi L. Morris (1870-1943) was a prominent Mormon stake president and 
Utah politician. A Progressive Republican, he made an unsuccessful run in 1912 for 
the Utah governorship— the year that national and regional politics divided into Re- 
publicans, Democrats, and Bull Moosers. He ran for the governorship again in 1916 
as the Republican candidate but was soundly defeated by Democrat Simon 


3 


complaining and charging that I was not in harmony with the Quo- 
rum [of Twelve Apostles] in securing state wide prohibition. I 
wired him as follows: [“]Letter received. Am surprised for I 
thought congressional delegation telegram 6 January 31st was best 
answer possible. Will write you.” 

Thos McKay with us to dinner and in evening a number of 
young people called. Explained my position on the prohibition 
question at home to Thos McKay and he agrees with me as to best 
course to pursue. 

[Wednesday Feby 17/09] Senate convened at 10 o’clock to-day and 
the day was spent in the further discussion of the Navy Appropria- 
tions], Bill. I secured a promise of an appropriation [of] $25,000.00 
for the National Conservation Commission. 7 Pres. Taft assures 
Pinchot 8 that he is in favor of the conservation move and will carry 
out Roosevelt’s ideas on this subject. Had a long talk with Mr. 
Pinchot relative to the future plans of the Forestry Division and also 
discussed the Appropriation Bill for Agriculture Dept, for this year. 

[Thursday Feby 18/09] Received a telegram from E. H. Callister 9 as 


Bamberger. 

6 The content of this telegram does not survive. Although Smoot was an errant 
prohibitionist, he opposed statewide prohibition in favor of local option which he felt 
was politically more viable. 

7 This commission grew out of the White House Conservation Conference held 
on 13 May 1908. Gifford Pinchot was named chair (see n8). The charge of the commis- 
sion was to inaugurate a systematic study of the nation’s natural resources. The first 
report was submitted the month previous. 

8 Gifford Pinchot (1865-1946) was an ardent environmentalist under Theodore 
Roosevelt’s administration and was at this time serving in the Taft administration as 
chief of the U.S. Forest Service. Pinchot had been, and continued to be, a controver- 
sial element in the Roosevelt and Taft presidencies. He became embroiled in the 
noted Ballinger-Pinchot controversy which eventuated the resignation of Secretary of 
the Interior Richard A. Ballinger two years later on 6 March 1911. 

9 Edward Henry Callister (1862-1917) was a powerful Utah political broker in 
the first two decades after statehood. He assisted in bringing Utah into the Republi- 
can camp in 1900 and was rewarded by President William McKinley with the position 
of Internal Revenue Collector for Utah, Idaho, and Montana. He figured most preemi- 
nently during Smoot’s first two terms as leader of the “Federal Bunch,” Smoot’s politi- 
cal machine that worked to keep him in the senate, the Republicans on the ascen- 
dancy, and Mormon church policies intact while keeping Democrats off guard and 
the anti-Mormon American Party moribund if not dead. Callister had political ambi- 
tions, but for a number of reasons these were never realized. See Ellen Gunnell Callis- 
ter, “The Political Career of Edward Henry Callister,” M.A. thesis, University of Utah, 
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follows: “Tell Sutherland"' Pres [Joseph F.] Smith left for Honolulu 
this afternoon [I] think before his letter arrived. How did you come 
out with Hitchcock." Will try andkill Cannon bill 12 in [Utah] Senate 
tomorrow all depends upon Badger . 13 Be careful who you write let- 
ters to. J 14 using same against you.” My impression is Pres Smith is 
leaving for Honolulu to get away from the [Prohibition] fight and 
in his absence [John] Winder 15 will withhold support from the Inter 
Mountain Republican . 16 

In the Senate to day LaFollette was speaking and charged the 
members of the Senate with not attending to the work the people 
wanted and gave a general tirade against the leaders of the Senate. 
He was speaking upon an amendment to the Post office and Post 
Roads Appropriation Bill. I went to Senator Penrose 1 ' who had the 
bill in charge and gave him LaFollettes record of attendance on 


1967. 

10 George Sutherland (1862-1942) was a boyhood friend of Smoot. In Provo 
they attended Brigham Young Academy and dabbled in local politics. Despite his Mor- 
mon parentage, Sutherland was never active in the faith but stayed close to Smoot. 

He received a law degree and practiced in the firm of Van Cott & Bagley in Salt Lake 
City. He was twice elected U.S. Senator and served until 1916 when he was defeated 
by Democrat William H. King. With urgings from Smoot, President Warren G. Hard- 
ing selected him as a U.S. Supreme Court Justice in 1922, a position he held until 
1938. 

11 Senator Gilbert Monell Hitchcock (1859-1934) of Nebraska. 

12 This was the Prohibition bill sent to the Utah legislature in 1909. The bill de- 
rived its name from its local sponsor Joseph J. Cannon. 

13 Carlos A. Badger (1878-1939) served as Smoot’s secretary for a number of 
years in Washington, D.C. He worked his way through George Washington Law 
School during his employ there and later practiced law in Salt Lake City. At one time 
he was considered for the Utah Republican gubernatorial nomination. 

14 This probably refers to Mormon apostle and later church president Heber J. 
Grant. At this juncture Smoot and Grant were not warm acquaintances, primarily due 
to the volatile issue of Prohibition. 

15 John Rex Winder (1821-1910) was a prominent LDS church official. He be- 
came a counselor to the Presiding Bishop in 1887 and at this point in time was first 
counselor to President Joseph F. Smith. 

16 LDS church president Joseph F. Smith was pressured on Prohibition. A pre- 
vious letter from Callister to Smoot elaborated further the tension experienced be- 
tween the camps in Utah. “Luther [code word for Joseph F. Smith] leaves in the morn- 
ing for Sandwich Islands [Hawaii] ... I guess he is tired of standing between two 
fires.” The Intermountain Republican was a jingoistic political newspaper. 

17 Senator Boies Penrose (1860-1921) of Pennsylvania was an erstwhile antago- 
nist of Smoot in his early years but later became a friend and supporter. 
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the four following committees of the Senate: Claims, Census, 
Pensions, and Indian Affairs, showing he had not attended a 
meeting of some and very few times the others. I assured Penrose 
the information was correct and wrote it on an envelope for him. 
Penrose as soon as LaFollette stopped speaking took the floor and 
he did give LaFollette a dressing down. Nearly every one in the 
Senate approved it and there was applause in the gallery. 

LaFollette attempted to answer but utterly failed. He could 
not deny the charges and his opposition to the bill was knocked 
out of him. I was thanked for suggesting and giving Penrose the 
information. I intended to do the same thing the day before but 
Hale 18 did not want me to. 19 

[Saturday Feby 20/09] Wired Carl Badger as follows: “Give us strict 
regulation and local option and vote against the Cannon bill.” To- 
day is the day for vote in state senate of Cannon prohibition bill. 
Vote will be very close. Ben Rich was here yesterday and I read 
him the letter I received from Pres Smith showing him the Presi- 
dent’s attitude and the situation home. The letter directly states 
the opposite to what Heber J. Grant’s letter received a few days 
ago does. 2 " 

[Tuesday Feby 23/09] Had a very hard day both in the Senate and 
out. The Herald and Inter Mountain Republican 21 wanted an ex- 


18 Senator Eugene Hale (1836-1918) from Maine was acting as the majority 
leader in the Senate. 

19 Smoot considered Senator Robert LaFollette (1855-1925) of Wisconsin pom- 
pous and bombastic and not a true Republican. LaFollette’s “insurgent” political 
status sapped strength from the party and made it difficult for Smoot and other sen- 
ate leaders to enact legislation. Smoot relished taking on the Wisconsin delegate on 
the senate floor and in the newspapers. For a history of his years in the senate, see 
David P. Thelen, Robert M. LaFollette and the Insurgent Spirit (Boston: Little, Brown 
and Co., 1976). 

20 Although the bill passed the House, it failed in the Senate much to the ela- 
tion of Smoot and the Federal Bunch. The defeat was bitter for Heber J. Grant who 
commented, “Today the Senate killed the Cannon Prohibition Bill. I cannot help but 
fear some kind of deal has been made by our brethren who are managing the Republi- 
can party with the liquor interests” (Heber J. Grant diary, 20 Feb. 1909, archives. His- 
torical Department, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
hereafter LDS archives). 

21 The Intermountain Republican was devoted to the Republican Party and to the 
LDS church, which were often barely distinguishable, and to a lesser extent to 
Smoot’s political career. Although most knew of its political position, few knew the ex- 
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pression from the Utah Congressional Delegation as to their atti- 
tude on the all absorbing question of home prohibition. We de- 
nounced the charge that we or the Republican leaders had made 
an agreement or a promise of any kind in the liquor interests. And 
I stated my position as follows: 

I believe in temperance, and not only believe in it, but practice 
it, and have done so all my life. I would like to see every saloon 
closed in Utah, under the present law, and I maintain they can be 
if the people of the cities and towns demanded it, the same as they 
have done in Springville for years past, and Morgan, Huntsville, 
Wellsville and Heber City since the present prohibition agitation 
commenced. The solution for prohibition was offered at the 
Republican State Convention, and not accepted, and I am in- 
formed a resolution for prohibition was defeated in the Demo- 
cratic State convention. It was not an issue in our last campaign, 
and in my opinion, it is best for such a radical change in our public 
affairs as statewide prohibition should be submitted to the people 
to vote upon. I do believe that the present legislature should pass 
a local option bill with the very strictest regulation, and I care not 
how strict. If this does not close the saloons where the people wish 
them closed and drive out every dive in the state and reduce the 
drinking of liquors to a minimum as much as the experience of 
other states through prohibition has done, then I am ready and 
willing to pass statewide prohibition, place it in a party platform 
and let the people pass on the question. Asked if he had made an 
agreement or had understandings with liquor interests, Smoot said 
any such intimation was absolutely false. I gave a similar interview 
to the Inter Mountain. 

I wired Susa Y Gates 22 that the charges were false. Geo Suth- 
erland received a telegram from Albert S Reiser stating they had 
absolute proof to connect Jos Howell 2 ' and myself with the deal 


tent to which it was manipulated by the Federal Bunch and high-ranking Republican 
LDS church authorities, including church president Joseph F. Smith. 

22 Susa Young Gates (1856-1933), a daughter of Brigham Young, was one of 
Utah’s prominent women. She was educated far beyond most of her fellow Utahns; 
took a prominent role in the church’s female organization, the Relief Society; and was 
active in a number of national and international feminist causes. She was a close 
friend of Smoot for decades and was one of his more visible political supporters. 

23 Joseph Howell (1857-1948) was the Republican congressman from Utah from 
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and wanted he [him] to wire Bullen to ask for Bullen to move to 
reconsider the vote in the State Senate on the Cannon bill and to 
stand firm under the censure that the Republican Mass Conven- 
tion was going to administer to the backers of the Rep party. I also 
received a nasty telegram from him and so did Howell. Have filed 
it away and copy of my telegram to him in [illegible] book. I also 
wired to Ed Callister what I had sent him. I received a letter from 
Ed Callister enclosing me a copy of a letter from Jos F Smith in 
answer to one sent him by himself, Jas S. Anderson 24 and Jos 
Howell. He takes the same position in it as he did in mine. 

[Wednesday Feby 24/09] ... I wired Carl Badger as follows: De- 
nounce any charge that I have made an agreement or deal of 
any kind with liquor interests as malicious and wicked false- 
hood. . . 

[Sunday Feby 28/09] Received the home paper giving an account 
of the mass meeting held at Salt Lake last Wednesday night. It must 
have shown everybody the leaders or many of them are not so 
much for prohibition as against the Republican organization. 
Things ought to cool off now. The meeting was not as radical as 
some expected. In the evening we went to Jos Howells and from 
there took a walk. 25 

[Thursday Mar 4/09] This is [U.S. presidential] inauguration 
day. The city is filled with people. I never witnessed a more 
disagreeable and stormy morning. It was snowing and blowing 
and very cold. It became evident that the inaugural ceremonies 
could not be held out of doors. The seats at the east entrance 
of the Capitol was covered with six inches of snow and the isles 
nearly filled. The Senate convened at 9:30 A.M. A resolution 
was passed changing the inaugural ceremonies from the outside 


1902-16. A close ally of Smoot, Howell reflected much of Smoot’s own political 
ideology. 

24 James H. Anderson was another integral part of Smoot’s political organiza- 
tion. He was active in politics at home and assisted Smoot in Washington whenever 
needed. 

25 Smoot usually spent his Sunday mornings in Washington at the office, took 
an early dinner, and then held a short church service in his home for the few local 
and visiting Mormons who may drop by. Evenings were spent visiting friends and dis- 
cussing the business at hand. 
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platform to the Senator chamber. It was a great disappointment 
to the people. It looked for a time as if the parade would be 
abandoned, but the storm abated about one o clock. Pres. 
[Theodore] Roosevelt arrived at Capitol about 11 o clock to 
sign bills &c. He thanked me for the support I had given him 
and the loyalty I had shown him and wished me success in the 
future. I thanked him for his loyalty to me and his devotion to 
my cause during the fight against me to unseat me. I wished 
him God Speed in his journey to Africa and a safe return. 21 ’ The 
room was filled with cabinet officers, President[-elect] Taft, 
Senators and Representatives. The question of who should have 
the pen the President used in signing the bill came up and the 
President said I guess it is up to Sen Smoot to say. I said Mr. 
President if I am to decide I will let Mr. Currier 2 ' have it and 
I will be content with the one that the Vice President used. The 
President said that is not like you. I was given the pen used by 
the Vice President Chas W Fairbanks. 28 I took the oath of of- 
fice. When my name was called there was applause in the gal- 
lery. After taking the oath many of the Senators warmly con- 
gratulated me, among them Sen Hale and Burrows. 29 After ad- 
journment Sen Clapp " warmly congratulated me and said “I do 
it from the bottom of my heart. The only vote I have regretted 
casting during my eight years in the Senate is the one I cast 
against you. I love you because you have never shown the least 
resentment against my action. I made a mistake.” 21 Senator 

26 Smoot recognized the debt owed to outgoing U.S. president Theodore 
Roosevelt. During the Smoot Hearings, Roosevelt stood by the Utah senator at a time 
few politicians in Washington would come to his aid. The reference to Roosevelt’s Af- 
rica trip was his now world-famous safari. 

27 Republican representative Frank Dunklee Currier (1853-1921) of New Hamp- 
shire. 

28 Charles Warren Fairbanks (1852-1918) was vice-president under Theodore 
Roosevelt and previously a U.S. senator. 

29 Republican senator Julius Caeser Burrows (1837-1915) of Michigan was hos- 
tile toward Mormons at the Smoot Hearings (1904-1907) but afterwards became one 
of Smoot’s allies. 

30 Republican senator Moses Edwin Clapp (185 1-1929) of Minnesota. 

31 This is one instance among many when senators expressed regret for their 
opposition to Smoot. Perhaps with the exception of Fred T. Dubois (1851-1930) from 
Idaho, all eventually praised Smoot’s character and ability. 


9 


I. 1909 


10 


Root ' was applauded when he was called to take the oath. Vice 
President Fairbanks made a splendid address on his retirement. 
Jas S Sherman” on assuming his duties as Vice President made 
a clear cut talk and was well received. Pres Taft’s address was 
fine and he let the country know he was in favor of carrying 
on the reforms instituted by Pres Roosevelt. At the close of the 
service Pres Roosevelt shook hands warmly with Pres Taft and 
retired and went direct to the depot and took a train for his 
home. We had tickets for the Presidents reviewing stand but 
decided to go to my office and view the parade. It was so cold 
out and I had provided lunch for the Utah people and Sen 
McCumber’s’ 4 family at my office so we decided to go there 
instead of the reviewing stand. In the evening we went to the 
State Department to see the Fire works. Invited there by Mr. 
Clark 4 ' a Utah man in the law department. Fire works were fair. 
German E. Ellsworth 46 and wife, S O Bennion 37 and wife, 
Horace H. Cummings, 38 George Savage and wife, Mr. Hodges 
and family and the Utah students saw the parade from my of- 
fice. . . . 

[Monday Mar 8/09] At 10 o clock with Sen Sutherland and Rep 
Howell called at the White House on Pres Taft and presented him 
with the invitation of the Executive Committee of the 43rd Annual 
Encampment of the G A R 5J and the commonwealth of Utah to be 
present at this years gathering to be held at Salt Lake City Aug 
9-14. Pres Taft promised us he would be present if it was possible 


opposition to Smoot. Perhaps with the exception of Fred T. Dubois (1851-1930) from 
Idaho, all eventually praised Smoot’s character and ability. 

32 Republican senator Elihu Root (1845-1937) of New York. 

33 James Schoolcraft (Sunny Jim) Sherman (1855-1912) was a New York repre- 
sentative who would be Taft’s running mate in 1908. 

34 Republican senator Porter James McCumber (1858-1933) of North Dakota. 

35 J. Reuben Clark, Jr. For a biography covering these years, see Frank W. Fox, 

/. Reuben Clark: The Public Years (Provo, UT: Brigham Young University Press, 1980). 

36 Ellsworth was visiting Washington, D.C. He later became the LDS North Cali- 
fornia mission president in 1942. 

37 Samuel O. Bennion (1874-1945), a longtime Mormon church leader, was 
noted primarily for his long stint as president of the Central States Mission and later 
in 1933 as a member of the First Quorum of Seventy. 

38 Horace H. Cummings was superintendent of LDS church schools. 

39 Grand Army of the Republic, a veterans’ patriotic organization. 
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to do so. 40 He has a trip under contemplation all through the West 
and up into Alaska and he will arrange time to be at the Encamp- 
ment if the trip is made. ... In the evening attended the theatre 
at Belasco’s to see Miss Kalich in the “Unbroken Road.” It was a 
very poor play and I considered my money and time lost. 

[Tuesday Mar 9/09] Decided to wire the Deseret News denying the 
false charges being made by A S Reiser in daily bulletins being 
issued by him. . . , 41 

[Wednesday May 10/09] . . . Met F H Hitchcock Postmaster Gen- 
eral and asked his assistance in securing for the Inter Mountain 
Republican the service of the Associated Press. 4 ' He promised to 
do what he could to secure it. Was busy most of the day at the 
department on business for home people. Went to look at the 
Tilson home near the highlands. It is for sale for $50,000.00. 
Fine place will take Allie 43 to see it. Madam Mountford 44 tele- 
phoned me at 8 o clock asking me to attend her lecture tomor- 
row evening at the Metropolitan Methodist Church. I promised 
her I would be there. Asked her to attend our Sunday evenings 
[church services] while in Washington. 

[Thursday Mar 18/09] Called on the Attorney Genl. 45 and filed ap- 
plication of D C Lewis 46 for position of Judge in Alaska. Had a long 
talk with him on conditions in Utah and work accomplished by the 
Mormon people in early days. . . . 


40 Smoot was successful on a number of occasions in bringing not only the 
chief executive to Utah but other dignitaries as well. 

41 This was in regard to Smoot’s religious-political interference in defeating the 
Prohibition bill. 

42 Associated Press status would give the financially-strapped, partisan newspa- 
per a measure of credibility. See O. N. Malmquist, The First 100 Years: A History of the 
Salt Lake Tribune, 1871-1971 (Salt Lake City: Utah State Historical Society, 1971). 

43 Allie is the nickname for Smoot’s wife Alpha May Eldredge Smoot. 

44 This is the same Madame Mountford who allegedly married LDS president 
Wilford Woodruff just prior to his death. See D. Michael Quinn, “LDS Church 
Authority and New Plural Marriages, 1890-1904,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon 
Thought 18 (Spring 1985): 63-65. 

45 George W. Wickersham (1858-1936). 

46 Lewis had been a political friend of Smoot and the Mormons for some years 
and Smoot felt obliged to help him obtain an appointment. 
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[Saturday Mar 20/09] ... I am certainly well taken care of on com- 
mittee assignments. Utah was never so well provided for. . . , 4 ' 

[Tuesday Mar 23/09] Asked Mr. C Baur of New York to get Asso- 
ciated Press dispatches for Inter Mountain Republican and told 
him of Boynton’s and Stones refusal. Commenced the considera- 
tion of the Tariff bill to-day by the finance committee and was in 
session from 10:30 A.M. until 6 o clock. . . . Hale at close of meeting 
said I am glad you are on this committee for I see you are so well 
posted on rates and importations. He asked me to sit next to him 
and make notes for him. Sen Crane said that Sen Aldrich was going 
to depend upon me for assistance in defending the bill in the Sen- 
ate and I was to study every schedule so as to be able to answer 
any question. 1 " 

[Saturday Apr 3/09] . . . Asked the President to secure the Associ- 
ated Press dispatches for the Inter Mountain Republican and told 
him what a hard job he would have in doing so. Also impressed 
him with the importance of it. He promised me he would do all in 
his power to bring it alright. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 4/09] . . . Afternoon Allie and I went for a walk. 
Attended meeting at 7:30 p.m. and spoke for some time. It was 
fast day and a number present including Allie bore their testimo- 
nies. . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 6/09] Received a telegram from Ed Callister that 
[LDS general] conference went off smoothly and prohibition was 
not discussed. Hyrum M. Smith was radical. 49 Pres Smith told 


47 Smoot was the first elected representative from Utah who wielded real politi- 
cal clout. Previous senators enjoyed sporadic success, but Smoot’s voice commanded 
enduring attention and shared in the political largesse. 

48 Smoot spent considerable time perusing issues he was to address, and he 
gained a reputation for having answers for pending legislation. He spent between two 
to four hours in the mornings and on weekends discussing issues with businessmen, 
producers, manufacturers, and lobbyists. 

49 Apostle Smith’s remarks were: “We asked our legislature to kindly grant us re- 
lief from these yokes of bondage. More than 75,000 people petitioned for it; the time 
was ripe to secure it ... so far as I have authority to speak for the people of the 
Church of Christ, the Latter Day Saints still desire relief from this yoke” (The 79th An- 
nual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints [rprnt ed.; Salt Lake City: 
Hawkes Publishing Inc., n.d.], 90). 
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people in the priesthood meeting to close the saloons with pre- 
sent law. Had as many callers as ever. Senators are coming to me 
to help them out and many are referred to me by Senator 
Aldrich and members of the committee. Newspaper men have 
noticed my work and are talking about it. Senator Crane says 
that Aldrich is delighted with the way I have taken hold of the 
work and I have already made good. Nearly midnight before we 
adjourned. 

[Thursday Apr 8/09] ... I made an appointment with Pres Taft 
this evening at 10 o clock to meet Sen Burrows 8c Flint also 
Oxnard, Culmer, Hathaway, Gove, Belther, R W Young " and 
myself. After a hard days work we all went to the White House, 
the Senators going first met the President and I acted as spokes- 
man and told the President we had come to learn just what his 
understanding was about the free sugar from the Philippines. 

. . . Before leaving the White house the other parties mentioned 
above arrived and we had a talk for about 30 minutes on the 
Sugar situation. The President expressed a fear of the Cuban 
situation and troubles likely to arise there and the sugar people 
should fear Cuba more than the Philippines as far as competi- 
tion in Sugar was concerned especially if troubles occurred and 
Cuba had to be annexed. . . . 51 

[Monday Apr 12/09] ... In the Senate the Democrats complained 
of the fact that they were not allowed time to examine the bill. It 
was rather a weak whine. I was congratulated by a great many Sena- 
tors on the splendid work I had done and the splendid way the 
West had been taken care of. All said the West owed me a debt of 
gratitude. I had dinner with Senators Clark of Wyo. 52 and Clarence 


50 Richard W. Young (1858-1919) was a nephew of Brigham Young and son of 
Joseph A. Young. Trained as an architect, he became involved in a number of busi- 
ness ventures, most of which proved to be failures. Smoot eventually became embar- 
rassed over his conduct and steered people away from his schemes. 

51 The sugar issue was an obsessive concern for two reasons: first, the strong 
constituent interest over prices and protection; second, the tremendous stake the 
LDS church had in the sugar beet industry. 

52 Senator Clarence Don Clark (1851-1930) was at the genesis of Wyoming state- 
hood politics and had substantial interest in regional as well as national Republican 
policy. 
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Hamlin. Sen Crane told me I had won the admiration of all mem- 
bers of the committee and Aldrich and Neals [?] had told him I 
was of immense service to the committee. I was so tired I went 
home at 5 o clock and went to bed early. 

[Tuesday Apr 13/09] Was at the office early this morning and 
thought I would have a chance to answer some of my letters that 
needed my personal attention, but the office was crowded as 
usual with me interested in the bill. I received many telegrams 
from different parts of the country thanking me for work I had 
done on the committee— But not one from Utah. . . A 

[Wednesday Apr 14/09] . . . [President Taft] stated he had written 
to Melville Stone about Associated Press Dispatches as I 
requested and would send me his answer as soon as received. 
The President also told me he would visit Salt Lake if Congress 
appropriated 2500.00 for his traveling expenses for the year. 
Called on Secy of State Knox about the treatment of Germany of 
our missionaries and the unjust laws against us and he had to 
leave for the White house so he made an appointment for me to 
meet him next Saturday at 10 o clock A.M. to go over the whole 
question. Had callers up until six o clock. In the evening my secy 
came to the Hotel and I dictated letters until nearly midnight. 

[Sunday Apr 18/09] . . . Gov Spry ’ 1 E H Callister and J E Booth” ar- 
rived here this morning and I spent sometime with them talking 
over conditions at home. They are on the way to New York to se- 
cure if they can the Associated Press Dispatches for the Inter 
Mountain Republican. They left at midnight with Senator Suther- 


53 Smoot was sensitive to the Utah response to his legislative work. Up to the 
day he was defeated in 1932, he disdosed in his diary and in letters to dose friends 
how deeply it hurt him to see the ingratitude for all he felt he had accomplished for 
his state and church. 

54 Utah governor William Spry (1864-1929) served from 1908-16 as one of the 
Federal Bunch. Prior to the governorship, he was appointed U.S. Marshal for Utah. In 
later years he and Smoot had a falling out over Smoot’s recommendation that Spry 
get out of Utah politics. Later a rapport was reached, and Smoot was instrumental in 
having him appointed U.S. Land Commissioner in 1921. 

55 John Edge Booth (1847-1920) was a longtime acquaintance of Smoot from 
Provo who, in the 1880s, had been ajudge, professor at Brigham Young Academy, 
and mayor of Provo. 
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land to see Melville E. Stone the Mgr of the A.P. I have little faith in 
securing the service. 5 " 

[Tuesday Apr 20/09] ... I have had a chance to make a reputation 
and I have improved the opportunity. Geo Sutherland returned 
from New York and reports we can not get the Associated Press 
Dispatches unless we move plant to Ogden and buy the Examiner. 
I am not in favor of such a move. Mr. Beer thought it was a good 
thing to do. 

[Thursday Apr 22/09] . . . Spry and party returned from New York. 
They told me they had seen D C Jackling"' about buying the Salt 
Lake Herald and consolidating it with the Inter Mountain Repub- 
lican. I told them I was agreeable to it and would assist. 

[Wednesday Apr 28/09] Called on Secy of Interior Ballinger'" and 
had him wire the Land Office officials at Vernal not to entertain 
any protest against homestead entries on former Uintah Indian 
Reservation until after a thorough examination is made in each 
case and they felt the protest was made in good faith. We could 
not allow leave of absence to allow the men to earn money but 
we would make it as hard as possible for the jumpers." ' 

[Monday May 3/09] Called on Secretary of State [Philander C.] 
Knox and asked him to instruct Ambassadore Hill at Berlin to 
see that the Mormon missionaries are treated as other mission- 
aries of other denominations. I left him a letter I wrote him this 
morning enclosing one received by me from Thos McKay on this 
subject. Knox promised me he would take the matter up at once. 
We discussed the principles of Mormonism for some time. He 
congratulated me on the work I was doing on the Tariff bill and 

:> " A premonition that proved to be true. See entry for the following day. 

Daniel C. Jackling was a prominent Utah businessman with extensive mining 
interests throughout the West, especially with the Kennecott Copper Corporation. He 
was an integral part of Republican politics in the state and was desirous of protecting 
the business climate for his investments. 

58 Richard Achilles Ballinger (1858-1922). 

39 Eastern Utah was one of the last areas in the United States to be home- 
steaded, beginning in 1 906. Smoot worked hard to provide government services and 
regularly visited this area and corresponded with constituents who needed assistance 
on land titles, water rights, and Indian affairs. 
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stated he was hearing many splendid tributes paid me from all 
sources. . . . 

[Wednesday May 5/09] . . . Dr. Hurtt sent me a note that Allie 
was not well enough to go to the dinner at the White House and 
I immediately telephoned to the President and he said he 
wanted me to come even if Allie could not if she was not [op- 
posed] so I could not leave. 60 Charley Morris 61 arrived with Bes- 
sie. I found Allie quite sick when I got home but she insisted 
that I go to the Presidents dinner. I did so and had a very 
pleasant evening. I took Mrs. Currier of Conn to dinner. On my 
return home I found Allie awful sick. She had commenced to 
flow and the Doctor was with her and had to tamp [tap] her. 
Mrs. Howell was stopping with her while I was to Dinner. We got 
a nurse and Allie took real sick. 

[Friday May 7/09] Took Dr Jas E. Talmage 6 "’ to call on the Secy of 
the Treasury for the purpose of securing his aid in allowing the 
Deseret Museum 65 to issue duplicates of the gold pieces made by 
Pres Young in the 49’s and 50’s. We gave him a history of the issue 
and description of the pieces also informed him that the Museum 
had at last secured the dies from Alfales Young 64 the son of Brig 
Young having paid him $500.00 for them. The Secy said he would 


60 This became the norm for the senator. His wife Allie was seriously ill during 
all five terms, and Smoot accepted invitations to go alone or was assigned an escort 
(usually a dignitary), though he declined invitations when possible. 

61 Charles W. Morris served as one of Smoot’s secretaries during his early Wash- 
ington years. 

62 James E. Talmage (1862-1933) was a prominent Mormon educator, theolo- 
gian, and later apostle who had gone East and obtained one of the earliest graduate 
degrees for a Utahn. He was a contemporary of Smoot in Provo where they attended 
the old Brigham Young Academy (now Brigham Young University) and made a Euro- 
pean tour together in 1891. Over the years Smoot helped Talmage obtain scientific 
data from the government that he needed for research projects. 

63 This museum was located in Salt Lake City and contained artifacts of early 
and contemporary history. Talmage was a geologist by training and exerted an impor- 
tant influence in displaying his and others’ research and discoveries to tell the history 
of Utah’s development. 

64 Alfales Young (1853-1920), the only child of Brigham and Eliza Young, was, 
like Talmage, one of the first Mormons to go East to school. He was acquainted with 
Smoot during the years he lived in Provo and later had an illustrious career in journal- 
ism, working for three different newspapers in Salt Lake City. 
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look into the law and see what could be done but saw no reason 
why the issue could not be made. ... I was sent for by the doctor 
about one o clock as he had decided to take Allie to the Hospital. 
I went to the hotel and Doctor made arrangements to move her at 
4:30 P.M. I returned to Senate until that time. She was taken to 
the Geo Washington Hospital and on examination made after 
flowing so since Wednesday night it was decided to remove all stuff 
from the womb. Dr. Mason done the work. He said it should have 
been done early Thursday morning or Wednesday evening after 
the passage of blood clots. . . . 

[Tuesday May 11/09] We had considerable debate to-day on Tar- 
iff questions in general. Allie still improving. Joel Nibley'” arrived 
in Washington. I had him to dinner and he told me his mission. 
Had letters of introduction from his father and Jos F. His visit 
does not blind me in the least. The mineral water people have 
planned to influence me by getting Joel Nibley here and have 
offered him 2500.00 if he can get me to vote for the increase 
and also to act as their attorney in the future for the Woolen 
States at a regular salary.'* 

[Wednesday May 12/09] ... In the evening met the repre- 
sentatives of the mineral water business with Joel Nibley. Did not 
accomplish much for when Mr. S. C. Neale opened the discus- 
sion he virtually called me a liar and I resented it and we had a 
warm time. They certainly did not convince me they should have 
an extra protection. Did not get to bed until nearly one o clock. 

[Saturday May 15/09] . . . Had conference with Sugar people. The 
papers are making a nasty fight on sugar and we are going to have 
some bitter things said by Clay and others on the sugar schedule. 
R W Young arrived from home to be here to counsel on the ques- 
tion. Was so tired I went to bed early. 


65 Joel Nibley, son of Charles W. Nibley, was an entrepreneur and huckster of 
sorts, lobbying for his business ventures. Smoot never fully trusted him and was wary 
of his propositions. 

66 Smoot was plagued with front men sent not only from friendly constituents 
in Utah but also from other vested interests. He was not adverse to helping when the 
project or concern had merit or, as was more often the case, when helping out a per- 
sonal friend or family member or, on occasion, even in lining his own pockets. 


[Saturday May 29/09] Susa Y Gates and Mrs McCune 67 called this 
morning. They are visiting the schools of the East and will only 
remain to day, leaving in the morning for Philadelphia. R W Young 
started for home. Quiet day in Senate. In the evening Susa took 
dinner with us and spent a couple of hours after talking over con- 
ditions at home. 1 ’ 8 

[Friday June 11/09] . . . Pres Lund 69 arrived this afternoon with Mrs 
Lund and daughter Mrs Jensen and daughter A H Lund Jr 70 and 
Mrs Loose 71 and Fay Loose on their way to Europe. They called at 
the Senate in the evening. Had a short talk with Pres Lund on con- 
ditions at home. 

[Thursday June 17/09] Jesse Knight 72 and C E Allen' 1 arrived last 
night and I met them for a few minutes at the Senate. I could not 
leave the Senate to show them around. Jesse says things at home 
are moving along nicely. He is thinking of selling his smelter as he 
claims he is heavily in debt . . . 

[Monday June 21/09] . . . We find it rather hard to line up some of 
the senators for the corporation tax but it is either this tax or an 
income tax. 


67 Wife of prominent Salt Lake City businessman Alfred W. McCune. 

68 In spite of the fact that Smoot maintained a voluminous correspondence 
throughout his career, he availed himself of every opportunity to discuss affairs at 
home with his guests. Almost every week Utah visitors were asked to dine with him in 
order to exchange views. 

69 Anthon Henrik Lund (1844-1921) was a Mormon apostle and later a coun- 
selor in the LDS church’s First Presidency from 1910 to 1921. 

70 Son of Anthon Henrik Lund. 

71 This was the wife (Jane Patten Loose) and daughter (Fay Loose [Stiehl]) of 
prominent Provo businessman, politician, and Smoot supporter Colonel Charles E. 
Loose (1853-1928). 

72 Jesse Knight (1845-1921), a longtime Provo resident, became a millionaire 
with his mining properties in central Utah. He was at times a close friend of Smoot 
and at other times a competitor and antagonist. His chief problem, as far as Smoot 
was concerned, was that he was a Democrat. He had political ambitions but could 
never seem to receive his party’s endorsement. 

73 Clarence Emir Allen (1852-1932), first Congressman from Utah. His tenure 
was short, having defeated Brigham H. Roberts in 1895 but declined to run for re-elec- 
tion. He returned to mining interests until leaving Utah to retire in Ohio. His daugh- 
ter, Florence, later became the first female federal judge. 
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[Tuesday June 22/09] . . . We spent two hours in consideration of 
the provisions of the proposed corporation tax and when adjourn- 
ment came at 11 oclock we had virtually agreed upon its terms. It 
lead to some discussion but was finally agreed to. The President 
promised me he would stop over in Salt Lake City during his West- 
ern trip in September. He told me he would notify me of his ex- 
pected arrival as soon as ascertained. 

[Friday June 25/09] ... I was busy in Senate to-day in defending 
linoleum and pencil lead paragraphs. The hottest day we have had, 
my underwear wringing wet. 

[Friday July 2/09] I was very sick all night vomited and my bowels 
ran off and I really suffered with pains in my stomach could not 
sleep and was weak this morning. . . , 74 

[Sunday July 4/09] The weather is cooler and an ideal day. Every- 
thing quiet and we are going to have a sane Fourth of July. Worked 
at office until 10 oclock and then attended a meeting of the Fi- 
nance Committee. . . . Had dinner at Chas Morris’ In the evening 
went to Hodges to attend meeting. Just a few present and we spent 
the evening in talking. I gave those present many of [my] experi- 
ences and it was nearly eleven oclock before leaving. Administered 
to Mrs Hodges. 

[Monday July 12/09] . . . Called on the President and had him agree 
to appoint Jas H Anderson' 5 U S Marshal for District of Utah and 
he talked to me about the Tariff bill and especially the rate of the 
corporation tax stating he would be content with 1 1/2 or 1% rate, 
and the tobacco rate as reported by me. . . . 

[Tuesday July 20/09] ... At 5:45 p.m. Morris R Poucher called for 
me in auto and we went to Fort Meyer to see the Aeroplane of 
Wright Bros fly. 71 ’ It was a beautiful evening or afternoon and 

74 These symptoms may be from his over-exhaustion and poor eating habits. 
Spells such as these increased with each passing year in the Senate. 

/James H. Anderson was one of Smoot’s staunchest supporters over the years 
and an important figure in the Federal Bunch. Smoot would go to almost any ex- 
treme to take care of one of his own— even, at times, if their qualifications were not 
commensurate with the job’s demands. 

76 Orville and Wilbur Wright. Smoot was fascinated with aviation and even 
tried his own hand at it. He adamantly pushed for new airfields and added service 
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Orville Wright managed the machine and started to fly at 6:19 and 
continued at the rate of about 50 miles an hour for 1 hour and 20 
3/4 minutes circling around Fort Meyer grounds, ascending so 
high as 300 feet. The machine worked perfect and it was indeed a 
wonderful sight. The United States record was broken as to length 
of time in action or in air. . . . 

[Saturday July 24/09] . . . Warren" and I went to the White house 
and discussed free hides with the President. Told him what it 
meant politically to the West and that we would not stand for 
free raw material. I told the President I would vote for the bill 
with free hides as I was a member of Finance Com and will 
sustain my conferees but Warren told him he would vote against 
the bill if free hides were included in the bill and 5 or 6 other 
senators would. ... It will be a sorry day for New England if she 
succeeds this time in securing free raw materials for the West 
will not stand for it and the bill could not pass without the 
Western Senators support. . . . 

[Thursday July 29/09] Received a telegram from Ed Callister say- 
ing President had appointed Commissioner Black to be in Salt 
Lake Aug 10th to investigate charges made by Morris and Wal- 
ton against the Federal office holders. I had Sutherland and 
Howell go with me to see the President and he tells us no ap- 
pointment is made and he would see Com Black and see what 
the Civil Service Commission had done as the papers were re- 
ferred to them. He told me we need not worry over it. I ex- 
plained the conditions and what position the Federal officers 
had taken on the Prohibition question during the last session of 
our legislature. . . . 

[Saturday July 31/09] I called on the President this morning and 
we discussed his coming visit to Salt Lake City next Sept. He 
wished to stopped at a Hotel rather than a private home. He was 
pleased with the suggestion that he speak in the Tabernacle. I 


and for an air academy in Utah. 

77 Republican senator Francis Emroy Warren (1844-1929) of Wyoming. Coming 
from a cattle and sheep state, Warren joined Smoot in protecting the major livelihood 
of his state where Warren was himself a practicing rancher. 


20 



Serving Two Presidents 


also suggested he spend some little time in Ogden and speak to 
the people a short time and drive around the city. 

[Thursday Aug 5/09] . . . Dinner at the White house at 8 
oclock. . . After dinner I had a long talk on Utah affairs and 
Mormon beliefs with Secy of Treasurer.' 8 He used to know a 
great many of the Utah merchants and among them Mr 
Eldredge [Allie’s father]. In leaving Pres Taft thanked me for the 
hard work I had put on the bill. 

[Friday Aug 6/09] Decided to leave for home [Utah] at 5:45 to day 
and secured my [and my wife’s] sleeper.' 1 Looked at a number of 
houses [in the D.C. area] and finally decided I would give $30,000 
for the new home being built on the corner of Conn Ave and Cul- 
vert Street just across the Conn Bridge. We agreed up what should 
be done and how finished and I made an agreement with Moore 
and Hill to pay cash for the place when finished and paid down 
$ 2 , 000 . 00 . . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 10/09] Very warm [Utah] day. Called on the boys 
in the morning and listened to what they had to say on the 
situation. Ed Callister tells me that Hyrum M [Smith] and Heber 
J [Grant] are as mean as ever and the prohibition question in the 
state is in a very unsettled state. I called at Pres [Joseph F.] 
Smith’s office and found the quorum was meeting to day instead 
of to morrow. I went to the meeting and was warmly received by 
Pres Smith and some of the others but [John] Winder and Heber 
J and Hy M was rather cool. 8 " I gave my report of work accom- 

/S The Secretary of the Treasury was George B. Cortelyou. Smoot took every 
opportunity to discuss the LDS church with people of station. 

,IJ The only times Smoot stayed in Washington during senate recesses were 
when he needed to do extra research or prepare for pending legislation, when his 
wife Allie was sick, or when political problems back home dictated that he remain 
aloof. 

so See n3. At this time many Utahns opposed Smoot’s political involvement as 
an aposde. This brief excerpt from a letter to Smoot evinces the pulse and tenor of 
some in Salt Lake City: “We have a number of leading men. Church leaders, who are 
against you .... Bishop Nibley told Spry the other day that there was not a man in 
your quorum but what was against you .... If there is any one high up in Church cir- 
cles that is enthusiastically in favor of your return to the senate, except Luther 
[Joseph F. Smith], I have not discovered him” (E. H. Callister to Reed Smoot, 3 Jan. 
1908, Smoot Papers, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah). 
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plished in few words as possible. With Allie called on Pres Smith 
in the evening and we witnessed the fire works on Ensign hill 
from top of Beehive House. 

[Wednesday Aug 1 1/09] To-day is the great parade of the annual 
GAR encampment. Allie with the children went with me to the 
Des National Bank and saw the parade from there. It was an 
impressive sight and I was so glad to have our children see the 
old veterans. . . . 81 

[Friday Aug 13/09] Brig Madsen 8 ' Geo M Smoot and myself went 
fishing on Utah Lake. I took Ernest 8 ’ along. We took the electric 
launch and boats to Spring Creek but did not have any luck. The 
bass would not bite I was the only one that caught a fish and mine 
was a small sun fish. . . /' 

[Saturday Aug 14/09] This morning the first issue of the Herald 
Republican made its appearance. A combination of the Salt Lake 
Herald and the Inter Mountain Republican . . . sr ’ We talked over 
political situation and the coming city campaign, also the com- 
ing visit of Pres Taft in Sept. I have sent letters to some 20 of the 
leading men of the state to meet me at Governor’s office next 
Tuesday at 3 oclock P.M. to make arrangements for the en- 
tertaining of Pres Taft. I believe we will have to run a citizen 
ticket in Salt Lake City this fall. Received a telegram from Fred 
W. Carpenter Secy Pres Taft that he would be here Sept 24 to 
26th 


81 One of Smoot's first committee assignments was the Pension Committee. He 
astutely recognized the political capital veteran affairs provided him and fought for in- 
creased government benefits which won him invitations to speak all over the country. 
He was an enthusiastic military supporter because of a deep-seated commitment to a 
rather perfervid patriotism. 

82 Brigham Madsen, a boyhood friend, and Reed’s full brother George got to- 
gether whenever they could and discussed old times. 

83 Ernest Winder Smoot was his youngest child, born in 1902. 

84 Despite his preoccupation with business and politics, Smoot took advantage 
of hunting and fishing in and around Provo. This kept him in touch with his brothers 
from his father’s families and with a close circle of friends. 

85 It was to be a strong, partisan, Republican organ that would counteract the 
anti-Mormon, anti-Smoot Salt Lake Trilmne and take stronger stands on Republican is- 
sues than the church-owned Deseret News. For a history of Utah journalism for this pe- 
riod, see Malmquist, The First 100 Years, 215, 280-86. 
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[Sunday Aug 17/09] ... I took Gov Spry and Ed Callister to lunch 
and we talked over the paper situation and future policy of it. At 
three oclock met the men at Gov Spry’s office. 1 extended an invi- 
tation to [them] for the purpose of arranging for entertainment 
of Pres Taft. Most of the twenty five were present. We agreed upon 
a tentative programme and I wired it to the President for his ap- 
proval. Had a talk with D. C. Jackling about the details of the con- 
solidation of the two papers and the terms of same. He is not sat- 
isfied with the way the business part of it was handled and I agreed 
to hold a meeting at his office to morrow night at 8 oclock to go 
into the whole question. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 18/09] Meeting at Temple at 10 oclock. Present 
Pres Smith and Winder also Grant Smoot Hy M and D O 
McKay. I prayed in opening and Jos F in circle. Regular routine 
business. I was to speak at home next Sunday. ZCMI board 
meeting at 3:30 P.M. reports show increase of business from last 
year. The question of new polygamy cases is being discussed and 
I told Pres Smith the only way to stop them was to handle the 
parties that do the marrying. It is claimed the ones married . . . 
will not disclose the name of the one officiating. Something 
must be done. 81 ' I also told Pres Smith that the only way in my 
opinion to carry Salt Lake City this fall against the American 
Party’ will be by a Citizen ticket and without a prohibition plank 


86 Two years had elapsed since the Smoot Hearings, but rumors of polygamy 
still ran rampant. Smoot was extremely sensitive to the charges and assured friend 
and foe that the church would not countenance it. He supported President Joseph F. 
Smith’s second Manifesto in 1904 banning polygamy. He pushed hard to have the re- 
calcitrant publicly cut off from the church, resulting in the disfellowshipment of Apos- 
tle Matthias Cowley, the excommunication of Apostle John W. Taylor, and the release 
of superintendent of church schools Joseph M. Tanner. 

87 The American Party was formed in 1 904 in Salt Lake City to combat what 
the organizers viewed as improper and inappropriate church influence in Utah poli- 
tics. This third party was precipitated by the election of Smoot and hearkened back to 
the church’s political manifesto of 1896. The party’s early success was due in large 
part to the backing of the former, disgruntled senator Thomas Kearns. As owner of 
the anti-Mormon Salt Lake Tribune, he was able to levy vicious attacks on the church. 
The party reached its zenith during the years 1905-1 1 as it controlled Salt Lake City 
government. See Reuben Joseph Snow, “The American Party in Utah: A Study of Po- 
litical Party Struggles during the Early Years of Statehood,” M.A. thesis, University of 
Utah, 1964, 26-28, 57. 
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in the local form. If we insist upon prohibition the American 
Party will again succeed. If prohibition was of greater impor- 
tance than to defeat the American party and with defeat the loss 
of prohibition as well we should encourage Nephi Morris, Grant 
8cc. He told me to go right along and win the fight if possible 
and we could let prohibition rest. . . . 8S 

[Friday Aug 20/09] I went through bank notes and daily balances. 
Find the Knight interests heavily in debt and all of them we are car- 
rying to heavy overdrafts and I want them reduced. At 4 oclock 
went fishing with Clove, 81 Geo Smoot Wm Knight 10 Ed Callister. I 
caught a fine 3 pound trout and Ed Callister caught 3. They did not 
bite good. 

[Saturday Aug 21/09] Left for Salt Lake on San Pedro Ry at 8 
oclock. Met a number of people at Des Nat Bank wanting my 
assistance for different things. Had lunch with Pres Smith and 
[to] talk over the consolidation of the two papers with him. 01 I 
took the list of notes and certificates of stock of the Inter Moun- 
tain Republican owned by the church to check them up and see 
what will be coming in the consolidation to the church. Met the 
special committee to arrange for the Presidents entertainment at 
Gov Spry’s office at 3 oclock. Logan wanted arrangements made 
to have the President visit there for one hour but it looks almost 
impossible to do so, although I am in favor of it if arrangements 
can be made. We discussed details somewhat and listened to a 


88 Here again is evidence that Prohibition was subservient in Smoot’s eyes to 
the political problem the American party posed. President Smith was forced to strad- 
dle this issue. He saw Smoot’s point of view and in the main agreed with it. On the 
other hand, Grant, Smith, and others viewed his equivocation as a compromise of bed- 
rock Mormon principles. 

89 James Clove was another important member of Smoot’s Federal Bunch. He 
was given an appointment as Provo Postmaster. 

90 J. William Knight was the son and heir apparent of Provo millionaire Jesse 
Knight. “Will” was active in the Democratic party and was a candidate for governor in 
1908 but was overwhelmed by Republican William Spry. 

91 E. H. Callister wrote a series of letters to Smoot keeping him apprised of the 
progress. Some church leaders were clandestinely involved in this project— most nota- 
bly President Joseph F. Smith. This made it necessary to write in code to avoid embar- 
rassment or further complications. 
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complaint of Rev Short to the President speaking in the Taber- 
nacle at 10 to 12 on Sunday as it would interfere with the serv- 
ices of the different religious denominations. He also intimated 
Paden 9 ' and others of the ministerial association did not like it 
because the President was to speak in the Tabernacle. The small 
souled bigots you can do nothing to please them. . . . 

[Sunday Aug 22/09] Attended [prayer] Circle meeting. ” After 
meeting met with the presidency of Stake and we discussed the 
policy to be following in entire use of the north half of Tabernacle 
Block. Decided it was the best interest of the city to have the old 
meeting house removed and the frontage sold for business prop- 
erty. Meeting at 2 oclock in the Tabernacle. I was the speaker. 
Spoke for 11/4 hours on the new Religion of Dr. Eliot ’ 4 and also 
called attention to the dirty condition of the streets of the city and 
the public square. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 24/09] . . . Received a letter from the Pres stating 
he had received letters from Salt Lake stating that arrangements 
being made for his entertainment in Utah would exclude Gen- 
tiles &c. I think they are from the Ministerial Assoc. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 25/09] Left for Salt Lake on San Pedro Ry [L.A. 
railroad] at 8 oclock with Allie Chloe 95 and Zella. 91 ’ Meeting at 
Temple at 10 oclock. Present Pres Smith Uncle John [Smith] 9 ' 


92 William M. Paden was pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Salt Lake 
City. He had been the prime mover of the Salt Lake City Ministerial Association’s peti- 
tion to deny Smoot his senate seat. 

93 Smoot was a firm believer in prayer circles. On his infrequent visits to stake 
conferences, he inquired if one was operating and, if not, instructed them on how to 
do it. For history of this practice, see D. Michael Quinn, “Latter-day Saint Prayer Cir- 
cles,” Brigham Young University Studies 19 (Fall 1978): 79-105. 

94 Charles W. Eliot, president of Harvard University, was an admirer of Mor- 
mon education. Utah educator James E. Talmage recorded in his diary concerning 
this, “[Eliot] drew a very pleasing comparison between the establishment and develop- 
ment of the Church School System of the Latter-day Saints and the founding and 
growth of Harvard University” (Lee Library). Eliot spoke in Provo, Salt Lake City, and 
other Utah communities in 1892, so Smoot was familiar with his ideas. 

93 Chloe was Smoot’s oldest daughter, born in 1888. 

96 Zella Esther was Smoot’s youngest daughter, born in 1900. 

9 'John Henry Smith (1848-1911) was a Mormon apostle who became influen- 
tial in linking Republicanism with Utah during the McKinley presidency. He was also 


25 


I. 1909 


Henry Heber J Rudger Clawson 9 ” Smoot Hy M" David McKay 1 "’ 
and Ivines." 1 Ivines prayed on opening and McKay in circle. The 
question of new polygamy cases was discussed and especially the 
Higgs'" case. All were agreed that the ones performing the mar- 
riage should be handled and an investigation was ordered 
Lyman, John Henry and Grant having same in charge. The[y] 
claim parties married will not tell who performed the ceremony. 
H V Tanner clerk now working at bureau of information and 
Kelsh are suspected. If proven they will be dropped from their 
positions in the church. President Smith said he was in earnest 
in having it stopped and any statement to the contrary was un- 
true. . . . 

[Friday Aug 27/09] ... I explained to him [Joseph F. Smith] that 
I thought the defeat of the American party in Salt Lake City was 
of more importance just now than prohibition. The later can be 
taken care of when the former is accomplished. . . . 

[Sunday Aug 29/09] At 8 oclock I took the horse and single 
buggy and drove to Spanish Fork to attend conference. . . . 
After close of afternoon services a priesthood meeting was 
held. Pres Page was going to have resolutions passed requesting 
the city councils of Nebo Stake to pass a prohibition ordinance. 
I told him not to do it but call mass meetings in the different 
cities and not let it be said it was a priesthood meeting move. 


a prominent and successful businessman until his death in 191 1. 

98 Rudger Clawson (1857-1943) was a Mormon apostle since 1898. Although he 
was the European Mission president prior to the outbreak of World War 1, he is best 
known for going to prison rather than giving up polygamy, which gained him a folk- 
hero status. 

99 Aposde Hyrum M. Smith. 

100 Apostle David Oman McKay (1873-1970) became president of the church in 

1951. 

101 Apostle Anthony Woodward Ivins (1852-1934) supervised the church’s Mexi- 
can colony in the 1890s. He became a counselor to church president Heber J. Grant 
in 1921. A life-long Democrat, he was occasionally at odds with Smoot over local 
politics. 

102 Alpha J. Higgs had been Heber J. Grant’s secretary. 
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[Wednesday Sept 1/09 ] . . . Meeting at Temple at 10 oclock. All pre- 
sent but Geo A 103 [David O.] McKay and Penrose. 1 14 

We spent considerable time in discussing what action to take 
in the new polygamy cases. I insisted that new cases entered into 
since the manifesto issued about five years ago should be handled 
and dropped from the church. It was decided to request the Bishop 
of Higgs the latest case to handle him for his fellowship. Had a talk 
with Pres Lund on the political situation. Told him the citizens 
move by N L Morris and others was a blunder and ought to be 
stopped. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 2/09] ... I presented the consolidation of the two 
[news]papers to Pres Smith and Lund and they told me to take 
12,900.00 worth of the debts of the Inter Mountain Republican if 
the balance of $20,000.00 was paid by Sutherland and friends and 
by so doing the church and my self will own the control of the 
Herald Republican. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 8/09] . . . Meeting at Temple at 10.30 A.M. John 
Henry prayed in opening and Geo Richards 1 "’ in circle. We had 
prohibition up for discussion and the effect of Major Rose speech 
in the theatre last evening. Pres Winder in his remarks could not 
help but show his feeling against the Republican Governor. In the 
evening with Gov Spry E H Callister and Jas H Anderson I called 
on President Lund and we went over the Salt Lake City political 
situation. Told him that people would not follow the citizen move- 
ment with men at thfeir] head as now constituted and gave him 
reasons for it. Explained to him the importance of defeating the 
American Party and the citizens move was the way to elect them 
and defeat the Rep party. The only chance was to have had leading 
Gentiles start the move and not Nephi Morris, Fernstrom Grant 
See. It was nonsense to have two citizens tickets and present move 

103 Apostle George Albert Smith (1870-1951) was the son of John Henry Smith 
and a life-long friend of Smoot. He later became president of the church upon the 
death of HeberJ. Grant in 1945. 

104 Apostle Charles W. Penrose (1832-1925) was the longtime editor for the De- 
seret News and later a counselor in the presidencies of Joseph F. Smith and HeberJ. 
Grant. He was an ardent Democrat and at times a Smoot antagonist. 

105 George Franklin Richards (1861-1950), an aposde, would be sustained as 
president of the Quorum of the Twelve in 1945. 
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must withdraw or Republican party will have to put a ticket in the 
field 

[Tuesday Sept 14/09] . . . Went direct to Presidents office and told 
the Presidency it would not do to appoint Ben E Rich in Geo 
Reynold’s 10 '’ place as he had married plural wives since the mani- 
festo and his appointment would bring trouble on the church sure. 
I like Ben and he is specially fitted for the place but it is my opinion 
if he is put in as one of the seven presidents of Seventy and the 
whole church acted to vote for him it will be construed to mean 
an indorsement of new polygamy since the manifesto. . . , 107 

[Wednesday Sept 15/09] Meeting at Temple at 10 oclock. Geo A 
Smith came in and he certainly looks a sick man. It is stated he has 
mental trouble and he certainly looks like it. He was administered 
to and Pres Lund was mouth. 108 We did not get through until 3.30 
P.M. ... I met Sjodahl, 1 00 Lund and Pres Smith and told them it 
was too late for the Republican party to unite with the citizens 
crowd. Recited to them the fool moves made by Morris and his 
crowd. Sjodahl is in the citizen movement and I gave him to un- 
derstand it was a failure and never could carry the city. They were 


106 George Reynolds (1842-1909), who passed away the previous month, had 
been a member of the First Council of Seventy and secretary to the First Presidency. 
He was best known as the sacrificial lamb in Reynolds v. U.S. in which the legality of 
the anti-polygamy statute was challenged. It was upheld in 1879 by the Supreme 
Court. 

107 Smoot considered Ben E. Rich one of his dearest friends and political sup- 
porters. His defiance in southeastern Idaho in the 1880s and 1890s to the disfranchise- 
ment of Mormons attested to his political mettle and devotion. See Merle W. Wells, 
Anti-Mormonism in Idaho, 1872-1892 (Provo, UT: Brigham Young University Press, 19- 
78). During the Smoot Hearings, Rich offered any aid that would be helpful, but once 
again practical politics took preference. As in most church political situations, Smoot 
looked to his own fortune as well as the church’s interests. It is significant that he 
alone as a junior aposde could challenge the consensus on the selection of a new 
church authority. Smoot bore no animosity toward Rich, and they remained friends 
until his death. In the 1920s and into the 1930s, Smoot took a personal interest in 
helping Rich’s sons find employment. 

l°8 For a detailed account of George Albert Smith, see Merlo Pusey, Builders of 
the Kingdom: George A. Smith, John Henry Smith, George Albert Smith (Provo, UT: 

Brigham Young University Press, 1981), and for specific instances of his recurring ill- 
ness, see 221, 231, 246-53, 269-79, 281, 287, 354-58. 

,09 Janne M. Sjodahl, a dedicated Republican party worker, perhaps best known 
for his writings on Mormon theology and scripture. 
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not standing for any principle. They were opposed to the stockade 
[legalized prostitution] and go and ask Bransford 110 to accept the 
nomination of mayor on their ticket and he was the father of the 
stockade. They are the prohibition crowd but will not stand for 
prohibition. . . . 

[Friday Sept 17/09] . . . Returned home and I met the train with a 
number of carriages and autos to convey the friends from Salt Lake 
to my home and hotel who came for reception this evening. 111 We 
had about 40 to dinner among them President Jos F Smith and 
wife, Gov Spry and wife, Jos Howell and wife Sen Sutherland, Ex 
Gov Thomas 112 E H Callister & wife, J W Eldredge and wife, Mae 
Eldredge &c. 113 Reception held at BYU Gymnasium at 8 oclock. 
The Gym was decorated nicely we served punch, Ice Cream and 
cakes. Dancing was interspersed with speaking and music. Speak- 
ers were Geo H Brimhall, 1 " R R Ivinejos F Smith and myself. Pres 
Smith said he hoped I would be in the Senate 25 yrs from now. 
Spoke so highly of the present Congressional delegation. Singing 
by Prof Lund 113 and Miss Fay Loose. We had nearly 500 guests. All 
had a splendid time and the reception was a great success. We re- 
ceived a great many silver presents. I gave Allie a beautiful Dia- 
mond Star and Allie gave me a Patee and Philly watch. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 22/09] . . . Can do nothing ... on account of Presi- 
dent’s visit. Meeting of General Com at Gov office 2 oclock. All 
reported arrangements complete. The Ministerial Association of 
Salt Lake sent me a protest against holding the meeting at the Tab- 
ernacle Sunday morning as it interferred with their 1 1 oclock serv- 
ice. They wired President Taft their protest and the President 

110 Mayor John S. Bransford was appointed to fill the remaining term of Mayor 
Ezra Thompson who retired in August 1907. 

1 1 1 The occasion was the Smoots’ anniversary. 

112 Arthur Lloyd Thomas (1851-1924) was Utah territorial governor in the 

1880s. 

lls The Eldredges were Smoot’s in-laws. 

1I4 George Henry Brimhall (1852-1032) was a life-long friend of Smoot. They 
were students together at the Brigham Young Academy where Brimhall taught for 
years before becoming the institution’s fourth president in 1904. 

115 Anthony C. Lund, son of Anthon H. Lund, taught music at BYU until his 
death in 1935. 
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wired me a copy of it for my consideration. We changed the pro- 
gram at their request from 10 oclock to nine and adjourned at 
10:30 a m so the people could reach their church services at 11 
oclock. Called a meeting for 2 oclock to morrow at Jacklings office 
of about 20 leading business men to issue call for meeting next 
Monday for purpose of considering the advisability of putting an 
independent ticket I reported to Pres Smith all that was done and 
he was pleased with it and hoped it would be successful for the 
Mormon people would be in a position to support the ticket and 
it would hold the best class of Gentiles. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 23/09] ... At 5 oclock I received a telegram from 
Capt Afrchie] W Butt aid to the President as followsf:] “The Presi- 
dent desires to make his speech in the Tabernacle at the time of 
the organ recital on Saturday instead of on Sunday as he prefers 
to have Sunday morning to himself. Please make program accord- 
ingly and notify us if such arrangements will be perfected.” This is 
sent on account of the Ministerial Assoc protesting to desecrating 
the Sabbath as they call it but the real reason is to keep the Presi- 
dent from speaking in the Tabernacle. The President has listened 
to their protest but does not understand the situation. It has made 
me sick. I answered at once as follows: “Telegram received. Pro- 
gram will be changed according to request.” I immediately tele- 
phoned Gov Spry, told him to call committee together and make 
a tentative program in accordance with telegram but not to an- 
nounce it until after we meet the President to morrow and explain 
the situation to him and after explanation if he wanted the change 
we would make it. We had a lot of angry committeemen. ... I went 
to bed but could not sleep. 

[Friday Sept 24/09] The President’s train arrived at Helper"*’ at 8.45 
A M on time. ... We soon convinced Capt Butt that the change 
should not be made and the President had been imposed upon. 
The President wanted me to wire and have the minister of the Unit- 
erian church to hold services at eleven oclock Sunday and he would 
attend as a private citizen and not as President and regular service 
should be held. . . . We arrived at Provo 12.45 P.M. and found the 


116 Helper, Utah, was a small railroad town on the outskirts of Price, the heart 
of Utah’s coal country. 
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streets filled with people. The Party was soon in their automobiles 
on their way up Academy Ave while school children and people 
were shouting for the President. There was a double column of 
students from Depot to BYU and citizens packed on both sides. 
The decorations were good, the day perfect, and the President feel- 
ing fine. We went direct to Temple Hill' 1 ' and from it viewed the 
Valley and it certainly looked beautiful. We returned to the [Provo] 
Tabernacle and found the building packed and thousands of peo- 
ple on the outside. On the entrance of the President the crowd 
shouted and waved handkerchiefs and it was a great sight. 1 pre- 
sided and the choir sang two selections and did it well. I introduced 
the President and he spoke for about thirty minutes. He was happy 
in his remarks and I pleased him in my introduction. The people 
were delighted with him and after his remarks the choir and con- 
gregation sang the Star Spangled Banner. The President then 
shook hands with all the people in the Tabernacle and thousands 
of them that were on the outside. We left the Tabernacle and 
reached train in time to start for Salt Lake at 3 oclock P M. The 
President and party were delighted with reception and President 
said it was the best he had received since leaving Beverly. The train 
stopped a few minutes at each of the following places and the Presi- 
dent appeared and spoke to the people: Am Fork, Lehi, Bingham 
Junction. We arrived on time at Salt Lake City 4.30 P. M. The depot 
grounds were crowded as well as the line of march. Everything was 
in perfect order and the High School cadets looked fine. We took 
our places in the autos and went direct to Fort Douglas. 118 The 
streets were lined with people. At the Fort the President reviewed 
the troops and we then held a reception for the President at Col 
Scott’s home. I returned to house at 7 oclock. At 9 oclock a banquet 
was given at the Fort with about 125 present. The President was 
the only speaker. . . . 

[Saturday Sept 25/09] Breakfast at 8.30 A M at the Commercial Club 
with about 250 present. ... I introduced all the [LDS] Presidency] 
and twelve that were present to the President as well as other lead- 

117 This refers to Provo’s east bench at the foot of the Wasatch Mountains 
where the Maeser Building is located on the BYU campus. 

118 Fort Douglas, high on the east bench of Salt Lake City, was an intentionally 
risible Army presence in Utah. 
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ing citizens. We looked over the [Saltair] pavilion and admired the 
lake and held a reception long enough to shake hands with all the 
guests, then returned to city. I invited all on the train to go to the 
special organ recital at the Tabernacle. We went direct from depot 
to Tabernacle and the recital was given and it was fine. . . . We then 
went to the Country Club and a splendid lunch was served. The 
President rested for about one hour and he and I tried our hand 
at driving a golf ball. 119 It was my first trial but I done very well, 
sending the ball nearly as far as the President. We then went to 
Liberty Park. A great crowd of people were assembled and the 
President spoke for about 30 minutes and closed as it began to 
rain. ... A Young man Clawson gave the President a gold stick 
made from the wood of the first tree ever planted in Utah. At 8 
oclock we went to the Alta Club 1 * 0 and there were present at the 
Banquet 40 guests. Sutherland acted as toastmaster and speakers 
were Gov Spry and President Taft. The President was a little tired 
and we got him to the Hotel shortly after ten oclock. President 
Smith was present. 

[Sunday Sept 16/09] . . . The Tabernacle and grounds were packed 
with people. The President, Gov Spry and myself occupied the 
Presidency seat. Gov Spry presided and I introduced the President. 
My introduction was applauded greatly. The President spoke for 
about 40 minutes and took for his subject “A soft answer turneth 
away wrath.” I never heard a better sermon and it was a clever and 
diplomatic spanking for the Tribune and Telegram and the Ameri- 
can Party. It was thoroughly enjoyed. Mrs. Plummer sang “The Flag 
without a Stain” and did it well. The singing of the choir was ex- 
cellent. The President was delighted with the meeting and so were 
the people. From the Tabernacle we took autos and drove up 1st 
South Street to the head of it on the east and then went to Brigham 
Street and no prettier sight will ever be seen for the north side of 
the street was lined with children from top to State Street. Esti- 

119 Golf became a passion for Smoot later in life. As his health began to desert 
him, he was advised to golf to help alleviate stress and provide exercise. In the 1920s 
he golfed three or four times a week in Washington. On trips home or to California 
he would golf every day. 

120 An exclusive private club catering to the powerful and wealthy. It still oper- 
ates today on the corner of State and South Temple streets. 
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mated there were 20,000 of them all with flags and cheering the 
President. . . . We drove down State Street to the YMCA and en- 
tered there and the President spoke for about three minutes and 
then drove to the Unitarian church, arrived there at 11 oclock. 
Regular services. I was there without a cent but borrow[ed] what 
change Mayor Bransford could spare me for the plate. The persons 
passing the plate did not pass it to the President and party. We 
went direct from church to the Oregon Short Line Ry and at 12 
oclock started for Ogden. Everything passed off without a single 
accident and without a hitch. The only thing to mar the visit was 
the article in the Salt Lake Tribune and Evening Telegram. The 
President did not approve them and asked me not to worry over 
them for he understood the Kearn’s click. We arrive[d] at Ogden 
at one oclock. The party took autos and were driven to Idlewild in 
Ogden Canyon and back to the City Park. The man driving the car 
with the President decided to see how fast the car could run and 
it marred the pleasure of the drive somewhat for he went so fast 
at times it was actually dangerous. The President spoke at the Park 
for about 15 minutes and appeared to be tired. ... It was arranged 
for me to excuse the President for not speaking to the people at 
Brigham City and I had started to do so when the President ap- 
peared and spoke to them for a few minutes. He was tired but did 
not want to disappoint the people. We next stopped at Cache Junc- 
tion and found there thousands of Cache Valley people . It was rain- 
ing but they stood in the rain to hear the President speak. It was 
a great gathering. . . . The President thanked me for his entertain- 
ment and stated it was one continual round of pleasure and a con- 
tinual revelation to him— the people so healthy and prosperity was 
evident on all sides. . . . 

[Monday Sept 27/09] The Tribune came out with a lot of lies against 
Gov Spry and myself claiming we did not go to the Unitarian 
church with the President and I would not enter at all and Spry 
would not until ordered to do so by Capt Butt and the President. 
Lies made out of whole cloth. Gov was wrathy about it but it is not 
much different than they tell of me every morning. . . . All classes 
of people are denouncing the Tribune for printing such a lie for 
so many people saw us at the church with the President. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 28/09] The quarterly meeting of the Quorum at the 
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temple at 10 oclock. On account of the funeral services of Mrs. 
Phoebe Kimball at 1 1 oclock A.M. and of Milton Musser at 2 oclock 
P.M. meeting adjourned until 4.30 P.M. . . . Meeting at Temple at 
4.30. All the quorum present but Heber J and Penrose. We held 
meeting until nearly 10 oclock, each one speaking We had politics 
and prohibition up and I did not mince words in giving my side 
of the conditions existing here during the last legislature. I told 
them I was thankful that the legislature did not pass a prohibition 
law the way the question was forced upon them. It was a God send 
it failed. When prohibition comes let it come through political par- 
ties as it does in all other states and not based on conference reso- 
lutions. I had a chance to tell Hy M what I thought of his letter and 
telegram to me last winter. Most of the Quroum see the question 
in a different light than they did last winter. 121 

[Wednesday Sept 29/08] Meeting at the Temple at 9 oclock. One 
hour was spent by F. M. Lyman talking and giving his views on 
many of the questions spoken of yesterday. The Presidency came 
in at 10.15. I [led] prayer in the circle and Pres Smith in opening. 
We had the sacrament administered. It was agreed a week ago that 
Ben E. Rich should be appointed one of the 1st Presidents of Sev- 
enty and last evening was spoken of by Pres Lyman. I called the 
quorums attention to the danger there was in appointing him if as 
was reported he had taken another wife since the Woodruff Mani- 
festo. I called attention to the testimony of President Smith John 
Henry and myself in my own case at Washington and if Ben was 
guilty it would bring trouble on the church. John Henry and I 
called this to President Smith’s attention and he agreed it was un- 
wise to make the appointment. It was agreed to appoint Levi 
Young the son of S B Young 122 to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of George Reynolds. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 2/09] I left for Salt Lake on San Pedro at 8.25 A.M. 
The train was filled with people going to conference. . . . Mis- 
sion presidents present were Ben Rich, S O BennionJ E Robin- 


121 When President Smith backed Smoot’s more moderate position, the others 
seemed swayed. 

122 Levi Edgar Young (1874-1963), son of church authority Seymour B. Young, 
was a Harvard University-trained historian. 
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son 1 ' 5 Ellsworth M Ballard 1 "' Callis 12 ’ and L Harrick. All their 
reports were encouraging. They all wanted more help and sug- 
gested that we send President of stakes, High counselors Bishops 
and experienced men in the field for short missions of 3 to 6 
months. President Ballard made a most interesting report and 
he is certainly a bright young man. . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 6/09] ... A good attendance [at general confer- 
ence]. Speakers were A W Ivins and B H Roberts. 1 "" Roberts occu- 
pied most of the time and spoke of the faults and shortcomings of 
the Prophet Joseph and others and the necessity of keeping sacred 
an agreement &c. His whole remarks had behind them a spirit of 
fault finding but many of the things he said of and in themselves 
were fine. People wondered what he was driving at. 1 "' At 12.30 I 
met with Gov Spry and D C Jackling and agreed upon the articles 
of Incorporation of the Herald-Republican. . . . [At general confer- 
ence] Heber J Grant presented the general authorities of the 
church. Levi E Young was sustained as one of the Seven Presidents 
of Seventy to fill vacancy caused by death of Geo Reynolds. Henry 
S Tanner was dropped from Y M M I A General Board and Louis 
Kelch from board of Religion classes on account of their connec- 
tion with new polygamy cases and especially the Higgs [case] and 
Pres Smith gave B H Roberts a rebuke in his closing remarks. . . . 128 

123 Joseph E. Robinson was the longtime president of the California Mission. 
Smoot often lodged with him on extended stays in Los Angeles. 

124 Melvin J. Ballard (1873-1939) was later elevated to the apostleship in 1919. 

12B Charles Albert Callis (1865-1947) was the longtime president of the South- 
ern States Mission. He was later called to the apostleship in 1933. 

126 Roberts was one of the seven presidents of the Seventy and an ardent 
Democrat. 

127 William Howard Taft pled for cooperation between Mormons and non-Mor- 
mons, which Roberts picked up on by suggesting that some Mormons’ “fanatacism,” 
too much “narrowness, and bigotry, and unwisdom on the part of individuals among 
the Latter-day Saints” contributed to the church’s problems. 

128 The rebuke was: “I think it is not wise or prudent for me to proclaim the 
short-comings of the Church if it has any, or the defects, faults, or failings of its mem- 
bers. . . . Let the Lord God Almighty judge them and speak for or against them as it 
may seem Him good— but not I; it is not for me, my brethren, to do this. Our enemies 
may have taken advantage of us, in times gone by, because of unwise things that may 
have been said. ... 1 felt that it was my duty to say this much at the conclusion of this 
conference.” 
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[Saturday Oct 9/09] Following Republican^] met at office of D C 
Jackling to go as a body and ask M H Walker to accept nomination 
for mayor: McCornick Jackling, Gov Spry, Arthur Pratt, Judge 
Straup and myself. We called on Walker at the Bank and presented 
the situation to him and stated we had no doubt of his election but 
he asked for time to consider more at 2 oclock he declined the 
offer. I was in meetings all day long on politics and met with fusion 
committees of Democrats and Citizens and we agreed on the fol- 
lowing: The Citizens to name the mayor that we would recommend 
and if he was a Republican we were to have one more on the gen- 
eral ticket. 1 ”’ Councilmen to be equally divided. . . . After dinner 
we attended board meeting of the BYU and transacted the quar- 
terly business. I was awfully tired. Talked to Pres Smith on the ques- 
tion of prohibition and suggested to him that it was safer for the 
Republican party and our people to adopt Local option in our next 
campaign rather than statewide prohibition for if we adopt the 
latter we will no doubt lose Salt Lake Co and a number of others. 
He has it under consideration. John Henry Smith is of the same 
opinion as myself. 

[Tuesday Oct 12/09] Geo M Smoot had been asked to accept the 
nomination of mayor on a citizen ticket at provo but I advised him 
not to accept it. There is great dissatisfaction with both the Rep & 
Dem ticket, the West end controls both. Many are opposed to pro- 
hibition and the citizens ticket is made up of the dissatisfied ones 
in both parties. . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 13/09] ... I went to see O J Salisbury Jr' w and he 
promised me he would run on fusion ticket if I wanted him. I then 
went to Felt and made him this final offer for fusion. O J Salisbury 
Jr for mayor and Republicans name the Recorder and Democrats 
the balance on general ticket and council to be divide equal or if 
Democrats would not fuse we would make the same offer to the 
citizens and they could name republicans or democrats as they 

129 p or a di scuss i 0 n of mayoral politics, consult Thomas G. Alexander and 
James B. Allen, Mormons and Gentiles: A History of Salt Lake City (Boulder, CO: Pruett 
Publishing Co., 1984), 145-47. 

130 Orange J. Salisbury, Jr., a gentile banker and Republican party member. In 
the 1900 senatorial race he received one vote along with Smoot on the first caucus 
vote. He remained a staunch Republican throughout his career. 
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liked. He promised to let me know at 4.45 p.m. He telephoned me 
at 5.20 P.M. that he wanted the ticket to be called the citizens Re- 
publican ticket and this I could not consent to. He then said it was 
absorption rather than fusion and they could not do it. I told him 
negotiations were off and we would cease trying any more. I so 
notified the Republican city chairman and committee and they 
were well satisfied. I told the Presidency the results. They were 
disappointed and so was I. . . . 1S1 

[Saturday Oct 16/09] Founders day of the BYU. 1S2 1 met the train at 
9.50 A.M. and took Pres Smith and wife and Sister Maeser to the 
University and from there lead by the BYU band to Temple Hill 
where the students and members of the Alumni Asso met to see 
the corner stone of the Maeser Memorial Building laid. 13 ’ There 
were about 3,000 people present. An ideal day if anything a little 
warm. The stone was laid by pres Smith and a copper box about 
one foot long wide and deep filled with books circulars college 
colors, American flag, poetry, newspaper clippings 8cc placed in 
the center of the stone. . . . After the exercises the Alumni mem- 
bers and visitors went to the University and had lunch. A great deal 
of money was donated at that gathering. I gave $500.00 for Allie 
and Pres Smith 999.00 for the Trustee in Trust. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 19/09] . . . Attended board meeting of the Deseret 
National Bank and Deseret Savings Bank. The question of the ap- 
pointment of a director to fill the place made vacant by the death 
of Moses Thatcher was discussed. Finally decided to see F M Lyman 
and if he would accept and purchase 10 shares of the stock to make 
him the director in both banks. . . . 


181 From the time he first took public office in 1902 until his defeat in 1932, 
Smoot was the chief political power-broker in Utah. He proved tireless during the 
campaign season, pulling strings and pushing people toward desired ends, which were 
to elect and re-elect Republicans to political office. 

132 Not only was Smoot one of the twenty-nine original students at Brigham 
Young Academy, he was the first to enroll. He was considered by Susa Young Gates 

as “The greatest man that has ever graduated from the Academy [Brigham Young Uni- 
versity]” (Benjamin Cluff diary, 11 Nov. 1903, Lee Library). 

133 This was unveiled as a part of the BYU Centennial Year Celebration on 18 
April 1975. The building was named after the school’s most prominent educator of 
the time, Karl Gottfried Maeser. 
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[Wednesday Oct 20/09] Local politics in Provo is anything but satis- 
factory. Keeler, 111 Holbrook, 1 '’ Duffin and the radical prohibition- 
ists have taken them in and forced everything their way of thinking 
and by so doing have an independent ticket in the field. They have 
tried to get the Rep and Dem tickets to fusion but Decker nomi- 
nated for Mayor on the Democratic ticket refuses to resign. Last 
night some of them agreed to toss up a coin and decide who should 
be mayor on both tickets, Decker or S P Eggertsen and Decker 
won. Holbrook and the prohibition [ists] would not stand for 
Decker as he is a drunkard. The people are disgusted. . . . 

[Thursday Oct 21/09] Sen Sutherland and myself called on Pres 
Lund at 8.30 a m but found he had left for Sanpete Co. We wanted 
to see him about the attitude of the [Deseret] “News” and see if 
they w[ere] going to be allowed to advocate the Democratic ticket, 
if so we wanted to know. Also expected to discuss the prohibition 
question with him for next falls campaign. 1,6 Gov Spry and I called 
on Sjodahl Editor of News and protested against the attitude of 
the paper against the Republican paper and laying the blame of 
fusion in Provo and Salt Lake City to the Republican party. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 3/09] Received a telegram from Ed Callister stat- 
ing that Bransford was elected mayor of Salt Lake, Ray of Provo 
and Glasmann of Ogden. Bransford received more votes than 
Wallace and Murdock combined and the Americans carried 
every office with single exception of councilman from the 3rd 
precinct. Too much fooling with the tickets and the Deseret 
News position. . . . 

[Friday Nov 3/09] ... I left Washington at 1 1.55 A.M. for Chicago 


l34 Joseph Brigham Keeler (1885-1935) was a professor of business at Brigham 
Young University and selected as president of the Utah Stake in 1908. He was active 
in local civic and business affairs. 

,:,:> LaFayette Holbrook, a Democrat, was a counselor to Keeler in the Utah 
Stake presidency, a member of the BYU board of trustees, and involved with J. Will 
Knight in business. 

136 This was a longstanding concern of Smoot. He never felt the Deseret News 
was a strong a supporter of the Republican party and soured on its lukewarm treat- 
ment of him and the party during the Smoot Hearings. See Kathryn Smoot, “The 
Role of the Newspaper in the Reed Smoot Investigation,” M.A, thesis, University of 
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o[n] P.R.R. was to meet Senator Aldrich and Norton of the Treas 
Dept at Harrisburg but they failed to arrive in time to connect with 
my train. I have been troubled with my stomach and it is out of 
order and pains me all the time. Have fasted to-day and hope to 
feel better by evening. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 10/09] Was crowded with callers most of day [in 
Utah]. All sides wanted to explain to me the cause of the results of 
recent city election and why the independents won. All agree that 
the new managers made a muss of the campaign and the radical 
prohibitionists such as Keeler, Brimhall, Holbrook, their wives and 
others disgusted many people and the BYU parade was con- 
demned. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 1 1/09] . . . Had a talk with C W Nibley on the results 
of last elections and he now admits we cannot secure state wide 
prohibition and is satisfied with local option. I had the satisfaction 
of telling him of the predictions 1 made and he and others ridi- 
culed."' 

[Wednesday Nov 1 7/09] ... I was late in attending meeting of Quo- 
rum but in time to give my report of recent visit to the South with 
President Taft." 8 Attended board meeting of Provo Woolen Mills 139 
at which meeting the directors agreed to advertise for bids for the 
Provo Woolen Mill to be submitted by Dec 15/09 with the right 
to reject all or any of the bids. ... In the evening I met President 
Smith, Lund and with me was Gov Spry and Ed Callister. We met 
to talk over the political situation and agree upon the future policy, 
especially as to the question of prohibition. We went over the last 
campaign and the work of Nephi Morris and others during the last 


137 Throughout his political career, Smoot had a rather perverse predilection 
for the “I told you so” response when his predictions prevailed— which they often did. 

138 In October Smoot boarded a Mississippi paddle boat in Saint Louis for New 
Orleans. Ostensibly to review river and harbor matters, the trip gave leading Republi- 
cans a chance to talk politics with President Taft. Whenever Smoot returned from the 
East, he briefed LDS president Smith privately, and then the Quorum of the Twelve, 
on political issues. 

139 Smoot’s father was instrumental in organizing and operating the Provo 
Woolen Mills. At the age of twenty-four, Reed was given managerial responsibilities, 
from which stems family folklore regarding his shrewd business sense. Financial set- 
backs began when Reed left, and he ached as the company slid into insolvency. 
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legislature and I told Pres Smith and Lund if we insisted upon state- 
wide prohibition we would lose the state and a number of the coun- 
ties including Salt Lake Co and in three years the American party 
would control the state. After a discussion for 11/2 hours Pres 
Smith stated he agreed with me and also Pres Lund agreed that 
local option is all we should seek for in the next campaign. They 
do not approve of the course of Grant, Morris and others in their 
endeavor to force statewide prohibition and their desire to crush 
the Federal bunch. The meeting was very satisfactory and vindi- 
cated our position on the liquor question. . . , 140 

[Friday Nov 19/09] I wrote to Harold 141 and Pres Penrose and sug- 
gested to Penrose that if Harold was to be released soon I would 

• • 142 

appreciate it. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 24/09] . . . Meeting at Temple at 10 oclock. Only 
the Presidency and Lyman 114 Grant myself and Whitney 144 present. 
I prayed in opening and Pres Smith in circle. Pres Smith prayed for 
me and my success and thanked the Lord for myjust labors 

[Saturday Nov 27/09] . . . Getting things ready to pack Monday and 
crowded with callers. It is getting so you have to spend consider- 
able time each day listening to men having great propositions for 
money making to offer. . . . 

[Friday Dec 3/09] . . . Tom Smith tells us Harlow 14 ’ has left school 


140 Despite the support described here, Grant and others opposed Smoot for 
years to come. Only when Grant assumed the presidency did relations become cordial 
between the two, growing to the point that they saw eye to eye on almost all issues in 
the 1920s and 1930s. Nephi Morris and his Progressive politics never set well with 
Smoot. 

141 Smoot’s oldest child, Harold Reed, was born in 1887. He was serving on a 
church mission. 

142 This is reminiscent of Reed’s father, Abraham O. Smoot, who in 1891 asked 
for Reed’s release after serving only ten months of his mission. Abraham’s health was 
ailing, and Reed’s business experience was needed in managing family businesses. 

14S Francis Marion Lyman (1840-1916) was president of the Council of Twelve 
Apostles which made him next in line for the presidency of the church. 

144 Orson Ferguson Whitney (1855-1931) was an apostle, Church Historian, and 
husband to Smoot’s sister Zina. He is best noted for his speaking and literary talents 
and for his multi-volume history of Utah. 

145 Harlow Eldredge, Smoot’s middle son, known as “Brownie.” 
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again and says he will not return to the Western High School. I 
shall never ask him to go to any other school. My ambition has 
been to give him the best possible education but he objects to our 
suggestions and I will now see if he will do better by selecting his 
own school. He has had too much money to spend and I will give 
him in the future 50.00 to 75.00 per month and he will have to live 
on it. 146 

[Tuesday Dec 7/09] Doctor called and vacinated Zella as the school 
required it before she could enter. Zella and Ernest were vacinated 
five years ago but Zella had no scare [scar] on her arm so the doctor 
required her to be vacinated again. The mark on Ernest was very 
plain. . . , 147 Brownie [Harlow] told Zella to day that he could not 
be in Washington, was going home and wanted her to enjoy the 
new Washington House but he could not. Zella told Allie and it 
broke her all up and she had to go to bed. . . . 

[Saturday Dec 11/09] ... At 10.45 AMI met the President [Taft] 
and we talked over the bill I propose to support and introduce for 
an annual appropriation of $10,000 for the teaching of Domestic 
Science in all the Agricultural Colleges of America. President was 
in favor of the legislation. I went over the political situation with 
him and he told me [he] had no sympathy with the so called Insur- 
gent Senators. . . .' 48 Spent some little time with Brownie looking 
at auto’s. Am thinking of buying one for the family. 

[Saturday Dec 25/09] I could not get up this morning as I had an 
awful sick headache. I could not get my bowels to act. The children 
were up shortly after three oclock. They had a lot of Christmas 


146 Harlow, or “Brownie” as he was called, was a continuing problem for Reed. 
This entry begins a sad saga of family declension from promise to tragedy, both per- 
sonally and professionally. The six children, Harold, Chloe, Harlow, Anne K., Zella, 
and Ernest, became an integral part in Reed’s political and financial life. Their collec- 
tive problems exacted a toll that seemed to almost bury Reed prematurely. 

147 The vaccination issue was never of concern for Smoot. Apostle Charles W. 
Penrose opposed it, but the church endorsed vaccinations in 1921. Fora brief but 
thorough discussion of the issue, see Thomas G. Alexander, Mormonism in Transition: 
A History of the Latter-day Saints, 1890-1930 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1986), 
181-211. 

148 Insurgency referred to Republican senators under LaFollette who felt that 
Taft had betrayed Roosevelt’s reform initiatives. One of the target areas was the 
Payne-Aldrich tariff that Smoot had contributed to. 
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presents that Santa brought. I got up for a little while in the after- 
noon and we distributed the presents from the tree. We had all 
the help and Charley and Bessie with us. I suffered all day and had 
to go to bed after being up for about one hour. . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 28/09] . . . Harold and George the colored boy went 
to the train to get the [new] auto. They filled it with gasoline and 
it leaked and somehow the gas line caught fire and come nearly 
burning up car up. Luckily it was put out. Telephoned to garage 
to come to the depot and pull the auto up and stop the leak. They 
did so and it was found a connection was loose. It was tightened 
and we ran the car taking us out home. The car ran smoothly. It 
is a beautiful car. . . . 

[Wednesday Dec 29/09] Called on Pres Taft with Thos R. Cutler. 149 
Chatted for some time on the sugar situation. He told Cutler the 
danger to the beet sugar people was not the Philippine Island sugar 
but the annexation of Cuba. He was opposed to it with all his soul 
and would use all his power to prevent it. . . . 

[Thursday Dec 30/09] ... In the evening the Governor and party 
called and we spent a very pleasant evening. I purchased a new 
Steinway Baby Grand piano and Harold sang and Chloe played. 


149 Thomas R. Cutler was president of the Utah Sugar Company and brother of 
Utah’s former governor John C. Cuder. 
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[The Demise of Polygamy ] 


[Friday Jany 7/10] ... I was elected chairman of the Investigation 
Commission and Chas M. Morris Secy with a salary of $3500.00 
and Chas Carter of Iowa Asst Secy at 2400.00 per annum. I ap- 
pointed Brownie my temporary clerk to the Printing Com and as 
soon as Harold is well will appoint him permanently. I appointed 
John A Beck Jr. messenger the place held by Brownie. 1 

[Wednesday Jany 12/10] . . . Yesterday I appointed Harold clerk to 
the Committee on Printing of Senate. Much warmer. Harold tells 
me Alice Nibley accepted his proposal last night. They will not 
make the announcement for some time. Had a long talk with 
Harold yesterday as to his future plans. 2 

[ Sunday Jany 16/10] . . . John Henry Smith telephoned me at 7 
o clock that he was at the Raleigh Hotel. I sent the auto for 
him. He arrived in time for [church] meeting. Held meet at our 
new house. Had about 45 present. Speakers were Jos Howell, 
John Henry and myself. 3 After meeting we had some singing 
and music on the piano. 


1 Smoot availed himself of every opportunity to hire family and friends. His 
sons Brownie and Harold were so young that other clerks had to compensate for 
their inexperience. Charles Morris was particularly competent. 

2 This was the daughter of LDS presiding bishop Charles W. Nibley. He and 
Smoot became almost inseparable as the years went on. Their church association was 
only overshadowed by their business connections. 

-’Joseph Howell (1857-1918) was a U.S. congressman from Utah. Until 1912 
Utah only sent one to the House. 
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[Wednesday Jany 19/10] Called on the President with John Henry 
Smith. I presented to President Taft the endorsement of John P. 
Meakin for Chaplin 4 and asked him to appoint him. . . . 

[Thursday Jany 20/10] . . . Was busy with John Henry calling on 
heads of departments. We held our first “At Home” in our new 
home. Had a large crowd call nearly 200. All admired our home 
and location. It was a beautiful day. Our At Home was a great 
success. 

[Friday Jany 21/10] . . . Had a meeting with Gov Spry, John 
Henry Smith, Armstrong, Senator Sutherland and Jos Howell 
and discussed the attitude for party to take on prohibition this 
coming fall election. Heber J. Grant, Nephi Morris and others 
were talking statewide prohibition as much as ever. We are to 
stand for local option. John Henry and Ben Rich left for New 
York in the evening. . . . 

[Sunday Jany 23/10] . . . After dinner we took a ride through the 
park. Had an accident with the auto. A chump backed his auto into 
us while we were standing and broke our front lights. . . . 

[Thursday January 27/10] . . . Allie quite sick today. Almost a com- 
plete break down. 

[Sunday January 30/ 10] . . . Wrote to Brownie and told him I would 
send him $40.00 per month to live on, exclusive of board and lodg- 
ing. He said he would study hard. I wanted him to receive an edu- 
cation and become a man of prominence in some profession. . . . 

[Monday January 31/10] . . . Received a letter from Ed Callister tell- 
ing me of the unsatisfactory political conditions at home. It looks 
as if the program regarding prohibition agreed upon before I left 
home has been changed and statewide prohibition is demanded. 
If this is true we are going to have trouble in carrying the State for 
the Republican party this fall. Very cold. 


4 Meakin was a non-Mormon who ardently supported Smoot throughout his po- 
litical life, especially during the tumultuous Smoot Hearings. He was a trained orator 
and often plied his trade in the senator’s behalf. Smoot attempted to find jobs for 
him in repayment for his service. 
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[Thursday Mar 3/10] Sent a long letter to President Smith asking 
him to come to Washington. . . . 

[Sunday March 6/10] . . . Went for a ride with children after dinner. 
Had a large gathering for evening meeting, about 50 per cent. We 
had a testimony [meeting]. 

[Sunday March 20/10] Allie poorly and I had Dr. Stokes to see 
her. The Doctor cut a growth from Harold’s neck, back of his 
left ear. . . . 

[Sunday March 27/10] Mias at the office until one o clock. After 
dinner we went for a ride to Cabin John Bridge. Very dusty and 
wind blew some. Ariel Cardon asked us for Chloe[’s hand in mar- 
riage]. Said, “he had nothing to offer but himself and a debt in- 
curred in getting his education.” I told him I wanted the man that 
married Chloe to be a clean, moral man, and to be good to her. 
The question of money was of little consequence if they loved one 
another. If Chloe decided he was the one she wanted for a hus- 
band. I knew of no reason for me to object. 5 

[Monday March 28/10] . . . Vice President Sherman asked me to go 
with him to see the opening Baseball game between Yale and Cor- 
nell. I accepted and as I was about to leave at 3:30 received a tele- 
gram from President Joseph F. Smith telling me President Winder 
died at seven o clock last night; funeral next Thursday. I wired 
answer and then went to ball game. . . . 6 

[Saturday April 2/10] . . . Westwood of Springville and M. L. Pratt 
of Provo called and the Delegation from Utah met them in my 
office to consider their report on [the] number of men engaged 
in fighting Indians during the Black Hawk war. We agreed to meet 
to decide what action; looking to putting them on a Pensionable 
status, should be taken next Tuesday morning. 7 Had Westwood, 


5 This was to be one of the better marriages for the Smoot children. 

6 Early in Smoot’s career he enjoyed and attended America’s “favorite pastime” 
whenever he could. He attended the old Washington Senators’ games, usually in the 
company of other U.S. senators. But unless a game proved exciting and competitive, 
Smoot would make an early exit. 

7 See Warren Metcalf, “Reappraisal of Utah’s Black Hawk War,” M.A. thesis, 
Brigham Young University, 1989; Peter Gottfredson, Indian Depredations in Utah (Salt 
Lake City: Merlin G. Christensen, 1919). The Reed Smoot Papers, Harold B. Lee Li- 
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Pratt and L. L. Nunn 8 to dinner. L. L. Nunn is here trying to agree 
with Secretary of Agriculture on terms of permit for Beaver elec- 
tric plant located on Forest Reserve at Beaver. 

[Tuesday April 5/10] ... At 9 o’clock a.m. the Utah delegation met 
with Westwood and Pratt to discuss Black Hawk War veterans 
chance to secure a pension. I told them of the many difficulties 
and did not believe it could be done without the Government pay- 
ing them for services and that could not be done without an inves- 
tigation by commissioner appointed by the President. Pratt 
thought we were trying to minimize the war. I told him that it had 
been done by the Indian Commissioner, and Clawson’s own report 
showed that out of the 4800 men only 7 or 8 were wounded or 
killed. Harold decided he wanted to go into the Cement business 
and would go home and see Bishop Nibley about starting with the 
new plant at Portland, Oregon. 

[Sunday April 10/10] Spent the morning at the office. Mr. Nunn 
was with me most of time. We discussed political situation and 
Roosevelt. His chances for nomination for President 1912. 9 Had 
the Sutherlands to dinner, then went for an auto ride for a couple 
a hours. The country is simply beautiful. 

[Friday April 15/10] ... I went to the ball game at 4 o’clock. Game 
between Washington and Philadelphia. I stopped until eight in- 
nings and left disgusted. The Washington team played a poor 
game; did not make a run and the Philadelphia boys had it their 
own way. Allie was not well enough to attend the musicale at the 
White House. 


brary, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, contain copious correspondence on 
veterans’ problems. 

8 Lucien L. Nunn was a business partner. Although he resided in California, he 
made frequent trips to Washington, D.C., and Provo to consult with Smoot. He was 
also a close family friend who helped Smoot’s sons with employment and personal 
problems. 

9 Smoot had ambivalent feelings towards the upcoming presidential election in 
1912. He was first and foremost opposed to splitting the party. Taft was the standard- 
bearer and should receive unqualified support from all Republicans. On the other 
hand, Roosevelt had been more than a friend to Smoot throughout his first term. 
They parted as friends and Smoot would never forget his invaluable assistance in the 
retention of his Senate seat. 
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[Sunday April 17/10] Went to office in morning and looked over 
mail. Called at 1:15 p.m. at the Highlands for Senator Sutherland 
and we went to Senator Newlands 10 to lunch. Were to have it under 
the trees but the rain just poured down. About twenty Senators 
present. Had a fine lunch and a pleasant time. He has a very beau- 
tiful home. Held meeting in the evening. Speakers were Smaley, 
Houzer, and myself. A very dull and rainy day. 

[Sunday May 1/10] Allie and I got up early and look a walk for a 
couple of hours through the woods. It was a beautiful day and the 
woods were fine and many wild flowers. Went to hotel and got F. 
M. Lyman, Jr. u and wife and took them to our home to stop the 
remainder of their Washington visit. In the afternoon I took Ly- 
mans and Pearsons for auto ride through the Parks. In the evening 
we had a number of people come into meeting. Many of our Utah 
people went to Baltimore for Conference today. 

[Wednesday May 4/10 ] ... I have promised Mr. Howard I would 
speak to the Thursday Evening Club of Brooklyn sometime this 
month on the subject “Mormonism of today from a Mormon stand- 
point.” 

[Saturday May 14/10] ... In the evening I went to the White House 
at 10:30 to a Conference. There were present 22 Republican Sena- 
tors, five from the East and 17 from the West. We discussed with 
the President until 1:30 a.m. the legislature program for balance 
of session. He wants the Railroad bill, the Withdrawal bill, the In- 
junction bill, Postal Savings and Statehood for Arizona and New 
Mexico— wanted all present to support the measures. Promises 
were not made but all will vote for the measures but may try for 
amendments. Very cold weather. 

[Wednesday May 18/10] ... In evening I took Allie, Ma, 12 Joseph 
Howell and C. W. Nibley to the theatre. Beautiful day. Could not 


10 Democratic Senator Francis Griffith Newlands (1848-1917) of Nevada was re- 
sponsible for the National Reclamation Act (also known as the Newlands Act) which 
set aside proceeds from the sale of public lands to finance reclamation projects. 

11 Francis M. Lyman, Jr., was the oldest son of Francis Marion Lyman (1840- 
1916), senior member of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles. 

12 “Ma” was Smoot’s mother-in-law, Chloe Eldredge. 
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see Halley’s Comet as expected. The earth was to pass through the 
tail of the Comet tonight. At 3:30 a.m. could see the Comet but 
no tail. 

[Thursday May 19/10] Bishop Nibley left here for New York and 
will return home from there. We discussed the political situation 
at home and also agreed that it would be best for Harold and Alice 
after they are married to locate in Portland, Oregon. Alex Nibley 
is now there and Harold can work with him. . . , 13 

[Saturday May 21/10] . . . Rudger Clawson, wife, four children and 
Miss Bailey arrived. I could only take four of them and we had to 
get room for three. We did so and took Rudger and Mrs. Clawson 
with two children to our home. We talked over things at home and 
went for a walk in the evening. . . . 

[Monday May 23/10] . . . After dinner I took Clawson and family 
to the office of the Secretary of Senate to see the Halley Comet 
through a Government telescope. Could see it plainly. Clawson 
and family left for New York on the midnight train. 14 Very hot day. 

[Friday May 27/10] ... I took Ma, Allie and children to Capitol to 
see Comet as it was clear. Could see it very plainly to night. Brownie 
had about a dozen of his boy friends in. I told Harold I would give 
him $2500.00 to get married on and get located where he decided 
to start out in life. 

[Saturday June 4/10] I arrived at Back Bay Station Boston 15 at 7:05 
a.m. We drove to Harvard University and the President and visited 
the different buildings also visited the Academy of Arts. At one o 
clock met the Governor and a part of about 15 of the leading men 
of Boston for lunch. Had a very pleasant luncheon. Talked politics 
for some time with Gov Curtis Guild. We then went to the Country 
Club and remained there for about one hour. Returned to Brook- 
line. We had dinner and at 8:15 I addressed the Thursday evening 
Club of Brookline with a few invited guests among them three min- 

13 This never really worked out. Alex Nibley later moved to southern California 
and became a successful businessman there. 

14 Clawson was en route to assume the leadership of the church’s European Mis- 
sion which was headquartered in London. 

15 Smoot was to deliver an address to a prominent Boston club. 
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isters and a couple of newspaper reporters. I spoke for 1 hour and 
forty minutes not entirely confining myself to my written manu- 
script. It was well received and we commented on it for some time. 
A number of the members of the club expressing themselves as 
greatly pleased with their visits to Utah and with the people. I had 
35 minutes to catch the midnight train and concluded to do so. I 
was heartily thanked for any remarks by the club. I was feeling fine 
and put all the feeling I could in my speech. 

[Sunday June 12/10] Spent the morning at the office dictating let- 
ters and reading over the mail. Chloe, Ma and Brownie left for Salt 
Lake City on Pennsylvania Road at 5:45 p.m. It was like having 
Chloe leave home and it was leaving her Washington home to get 
married. We were all blue the balance of the evening. 

[Saturday June 25/10 ] . . . Senate had very little to do. Passed a large 
number of bills on the calendar. Conference reports were being 
made most of the day. Took a recess until 9 o clock and five min- 
utes after nine took another until 10 o clock, when the President ar- 
rived. The galleries were packed but Hale lb allowed no speaking. 
Adjourned at 1 1 o clock with usual ceremonies. Sen Guggenheim 17 
after adjournment took Galliger, Carter and myself on auto ride. I 
was very tired. Had a hard session and glad it is closed. A wonderful 
record made and most all of President Tafts measures enacted into 
law. The sentiment of the country has changed from what it was 
two months ago and President Taft is praised as a great man. 18 

[Monday June 27/10] Arrived in New York and had breakfast by 
7:30 a.m. Made a few calls and met Senator Sutherland at 10 o 
clock at J. P. Morgan & Co’s office. There we met H. P. Davison 
and took the question of purchase of 100,000.00 Herald Republi- 


16 Republican Senator Eugene Hale (1836-1918) of Maine was serving as major- 
ity leader. 

17 Republican Senator Simon Guggenheim (1867-1941) of Colorado was a min- 
ing magnate who liberally donated large sums to Colorado colleges and universities. 

In later years he was noted for the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, in 
memory of his son, which offered scholarships. It was initially endowed with 
$3,500,000. 

18 There had been concerns about Taft’s competence. See Paolo E. Coletta, The 
Presidency of William Howard Taft (Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 1973), 

101-105. 
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can 10 Bonds or the loan of that amount to the company secured by 
the Bonds. Davison wanted to purchase about 50,000.00 and me 
purchase the balance but Sutherland would not take his part of 
them. 1 told Davison I wanted him to arrange to take up the whole 
amount as I wanted W. A. Clark 20 paid off in full although but 
50,000.00 was due. He saw Senator Crane and Crane advised him 
to do what ever we wanted. He also saw Mr. Morgan and he left it 
with Davison. We agreed finally to give the company note for one 
hundred thousand Dollars secured by the Bonds and the loan was 
to be made at the Bankers Trust Co. I called Clark’s office and 
arranged to take the Bonds up and pay 85,000.00 on the notes 
leaving 15,000.00 unpaid until we could adjust some claims the 
Herald Republican has against Clark for contracts made by the old 
Herald Co that we have had to carry out. I paid the 85,000.00 and 
I have a certificate of Deposit of 15,000.00. Sutherland and I signed 
the note until we could secure one signed by the company and 
return to the Trust Co. This relieves Jacklin, Ed Loose and myself 
from personal responsibility. Sutherland and I had lunch with Sen 
Crane at the Mid day club[.] I returned to Washington on the 4 o 
clock B & O arriving at 9 o clock p.m. 

[Tuesday June 28/10] Arranged for R R tickets to leave for home 
tomorrow on B & O at 1:22 p.m. Called on the President and dis- 
cussed the appointment of Dr. Holmes as director of the Bureau 
of Mines but he could not appoint him as he was not in harmony 
with his administration and he wanted no one that was not in that 
office. We discussed the spending of the one million dollars on the 
Colorado river and I warned the President if the Government com- 
menced the work it would mean millions of dollars for the future. 
He said he would have it carefully examined before beginning the 
work. Told him good-bye. 

19 The Inter-Mountain Republican was founded in 1906. By this time it had be- 
come the Herald Republican, occasioned by the merger with the Salt Lake Herald on 14 
August 1909. Red ink plagued the fledgling paper since its founding. See J. Cecil Al- 
ter, Early Utah Journalism: A Half Century of Forensic Warfare, Waged by the West’s Most 
Militant Press (Salt Lake City: Utah State Historical Society, 1938), 312-15. 

20 This was Senator William A. Clark (1839-1925) of Montana, a mining mag- 
nate involved in many western newspapers and the major partner in the Salt Lake 
Herald. 
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[Saturday July 2/10] The train was on time arriving at Ogden at 
3:15 p.m. It was so dusty and hot I began to be troubled with hay 
fever. I was so in hopes I would not have it this year. We arrived 
at Salt Lake at 5 o clock. Arnold and Brownie met us with Auto. I 
went to the Barber Shop first thing and then to Herald Republican 
office after dinner at Ma’s. Allie and I called on Pres. Smith. I then 
went with President Smith, Lund, John Henry Smith to Wan- 
dermere to see the opening of the Autodrom [where] there was 
motor cycle races. We got back shortly after 1 1 o clock and I then 
went to call on C. W. Nibley. We had a timber proposition in Mex- 
ico he thought we could make some money on. Thought I could 
place it with some of the big financial men of New York. A Mr. 
King of Portland has the option on a track of timber land 20 miles 
by 50 miles @1.00 per acre and it is said there is at least 15 thou- 
sand feet of timber to the acre. I will consider it and perhaps meet 
him on his return from Europe in New York next September. 
Nibley and President Smith leaves for a trip to Europe next Mon- 
day July 4th. 

[Sunday July 3/10] We took the San Pedro train for Provo arriving 
at 10 o clock. I never saw Provo look so dirty. The wind was blowing 
and the air was full of dust, trees and vegetation covered with dust. 
Everything was dry. Had a great many callers during the day, 
friends and politicians. . . . 

[Monday July 4/10] Wind still blowing and trying to rain but it 
seems it has forgotten how to rain. No rain here since last March 
they say and things look like it. The Provo Com Club 21 arranged 
for the United Commercial Travelers of Utah to visit Utah today. 
The lawn was decorated gaily and an unusual crowd of people out. 
The Travelers arrived from Salt Lake City and Ogden on special 
train at 10:15 A.M. A great parade was arranged headed by the 
Queen (Miss Pearl Dunn), then followed an Auto containing Gov 
Spry, Mr. Williams of the UCT, Wm M Roylance Pres Provo Comt 
Club, WJ Knight 22 and myself. The trades were represented. After 
march[,] speeches were made at Bank corner from a platform. 
Speakers were Roylance, Mayor Ray, Williams and Goddards of 


21 The Provo Commercial Club was the equivalent of a chamber of commerce. 

22 J. William Knight, son of Provo entrepreneur Jesse Knight. 
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the U.C.T., myself, Jos. E. Geine, Gov Spry and Meyers of Ogden. 
The afternoon exercises were held at the B Y U Campus grounds. 
A relay race and a game of Baseball between Z C M I of Salt Lake 
and Provo nine. Score 4 to 3 in favor of Z C M I. Poor playing. 
During the game returns from the Jeffries, Johnson fight at Reno, 
Nevada"' was announced. The negro Johnson knockedjeffries out 
in the fifteenth round. As I expected Harold had Alice, Brownie 
and Anita and Chloe had Ariel Cardon to spend the day with us. 
The family and expected additions were all present. 

[Tuesday July 5/10] ... It took me most of the day in looking over 
accumulated mail. The dust causes my nose to be so sore as it starts 
hay fever. I find the bank has loaned as low as it should and a great 
call for money. Times are anything but brisk. 

[Wednesday July 6/10] I left for Salt Lake on the San Pedro Ry and 
on arrival went to the temple thinking the quorum meeting was 
still held on Wednesdays but the watchman told me meetings were 
now held on Thursday. Called on Pres. Lund and John Henry. 
Talked over conditions at home. Met R R Lyman"' on State Land 
Board, and went over the Sevier Reservoir" 5 proposition. I could 
do no more than I had for the company. The Department had 
granted the company and they made application for. Held a great 
many meetings with the boys interested in politics. . . . 

[Thursday July 7/10] I went to Salt Lake on R[io] Gfrande] 
R[ailwa]y. Arrived at 10:30. Went to temple but was late to Quo- 
rum meeting. Present Lund, John Henry, Lyman, Grant, Smoot, 
Penrose, Richards, Ivins and Jos F. Jr. I made a short report of my 
labors for last eight months. Adjourned at 1:45 p.m. I then went 

to the Board meeting of the Herald Republican Talked politics 

with D. C. Jackling. He is not very friendly to George Sutherland. 
I returned to Provo on R G at 7:10 p.m. A very hot day. 

[Friday July 8/10 ] Jesse Knight wants me to take stock in the Knight 
Woolen Mills successor to the Provo Woolen Mills. I have not 


23 The heavy-weight championship fight between Jim Jeffries and Jack Johnson. 

24 Richard Roswell Lyman (1870-1963), later a member of the Quorum of 
Twelve Apostles. 

25 \ reclamation project located in south central Utah. 
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agreed to do so as yet. Was crowded all day with business. Attended 
a board meeting of the Provo Coml and Savings Bank. The regular 
3% quarterly dividend was declared. . . . 

[Saturday July 9/10] I spent the morning at Bank and answering 
mail. In the afternoon I went with J. B. Keeler, Jas Clove and 
Eugene Allen to look over the work accomplished by the Provo 
reservoir Co. The work has been well done and it will be the means 
of redeeming a large track of dry land on Provo Bench. The Com- 
pany wants a loan of 20,000.00. In the evening went with Geo 
Smoot to Springville to see Brig Madsen. He is a very sick man, 
caused by a scratch on his hand and blood poison followed. 

[Sunday July 10/10] I took a livery rig and with Ben R Eldredge” 
drove over to Leland to attend meetings. Arrived there 9:45 A.M. 
Meeting at 10 o clock in their new meeting house. A good turn out 
but it was awful hot. Speakers at morning meeting were Wilson, 
Hyrum Lemon, B R Eldredge and myself. Had dinner at Bishop 
Koyles. . . , 2 ' Afternoon meeting at 2 o clock. House filled. Bishop 
Koyle made a report of the cost of meeting house showing a cost 
of over four thousand dollars. Every cent of it was paid. I then 
dedicated the house I had President Page speak for a few minutes 
and then occupied the balance of the time. . . . 

[Thursday July 14/10] President Lund told me to stop in Provo to- 
day instead of attending Quorum and attend the funeral of 
Brigham Madsen. Funeral was held in the Stake House. A large 
attendance. Bp O H Berg 28 presided. Choir sang beautifully. J 
Clove opened meeting with Prayer and Jos B Keeler closed it. 
Speakers were Jos Buttle, Gov Spry, Reed Smoot, Fred Chambers 
and Geo H Brimhall. Most of the time was occupied by Brimhall 
and myself. The commercial club came in a body. It was a very sad 
funeral. He left a wife and seven children. . . . 

[Friday July 15/10] Met Jesse Knight and some seven or eight men 
from Maine. Went through the Woolen Mills with view of starting 


26 Smoot’s brother-in-law who invested in business ventures with the senator. 

27 Bishop John Koyle developed and promoted the Koyle Dream Mine that de- 
frauded Utahns over several decades. 

28 Berg operated Provo’s finest mortuary. 
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same. Explained all the machinery and they seemed well satisfied. 
If Mr. Dow is a good man the mills will be successful if not they 
will be a failure. Attended a meeting of the B Y U Alumni Organi- 
zation and heard the report of collections made for the Maeser 
Memorial Building. 29 Collected about 61,000.00 with contracts at 
1 10,000.00 to pay. 

[Sunday July 17/10] . . . Meeting Quarterly Conference at Taber- 
nacle at 10 o clock. John Henry Smith present from Salt Lake. A 
good attendance in morning, Afternoon and evening. I never ex- 
perienced warmer weather and when I finished speaking at after- 
noon services my clothing was wet. . . . 

[Tuesday July 19/10] Took the Rio Grande train for Salt Lake City 
at 8:34. Attended meeting of Board Directors of the Des Nat and 
Deseret Savings Bank.*' 1 Both institutions in splendid shape finan- 
cially. At 5:20 P M left Salt Lake in an Automobile with Geo T 
Odell, H G Whitney and Mr. McArthur. We talked over the irriga- 
tion project for lands west of Salt Lake Valley by bringing water 
down Provo River and Weber river water run into the Provo and 
storing it near Charleston and run pipe line above the Telluride 
line and carry it high enough to put it at the point of mountain 
between Salt Lake and Utah counties, then syphon it over to the 
dry lands in Cedar Valley and Salt Lake Valley. A meeting of inter- 
ested parties will be held in Salt Lake City tomorrow but we could 
not be present. I want to know more about the feasibility of the 
plan before I have anything to do with it. . . , 31 At 8:30 P M started 
for the Strawberry reclamation project with Geo T Odell, W G 
Whittney, Mr. Lytle the engineer, and Jon Greer of Spanish Fork. 
We called at the power station at the mount of Sp Fork Canyon. 
Arrived at the mouth of the Tunnel shortly before 12 o clock, show- 
ing a distance from Salt Lake City of 94 miles. . . , 32 


29 The Maeser Memorial building was the school’s most ambitious undertaking. 
With this structure, the university began to move up the hill, away from the original 
Academy Building on University Avenue. 

30 The Deseret National Bank and Deseret Savings Bank, of which Smoot was a 
longtime director. 

31 This water storage project was the harbinger of the Deer Creek Dam project 
that was completed in 1947. Much of the planning for this dam originated with the 
idea that was suggested in 1910. 

32 Smoot was involved in this project since its origin and was a strong advocate 
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[Wednesday July 20/10] We visited the tunnel and found it in the 
mountain 200 feet. At the face there was considerable water com- 
ing from above making the work very disagreeable. The freight 
men and waste, in and out are handled with an electric train. About 
15 feet per day is made. They have nearly 2 miles farther to go. 
We took Auto at 9 o clock and drove over the mountain into Straw- 
berry Valley 33 where the intake will be and the reservoir located. 
Rode all over the site and to the place where the dam will be placed 
in the Strawberry river. I fished for half hour with no success. Aw- 
ful hot. Had dinner at surveyor’s camp. Returned to camp and at 
3:20 P M left for home. . . . 

[Saturday July 23/10] Jesse Knight wants me to purchase some of 
his electric Power Co stock and gave me an outline of the com- 
panies affairs. I do not care to go into the business unless I know 
more about it than I do at present. . . . Attended a meeting of 
men interested in bringing water upon lands in Cedar Valley.' 4 
Meeting held at Governors office. About a dozen present. Thos. 
R. Cutler presiding. Allen outlined the propositions. Wanted 
$50,000.00 raised and take 1/2 capital stock of new company 
and Inc Directors and Associates own the other 1/2 for water 
filings and work already done on the Weber River. The company 
to develop both the Provo River project to put water of Cedar 
Valley land as well as Weber River project ’ to water lands in 
Davis Co. I was instructed to secure service of a competent 
engineer to make preliminary surveys to ascertain if projects are 
feasible. 

[Sunday July 24/10] Attended the Stake Conference of Liberty 
Stake. Morning meeting held at Assembly Hall at 10 o clock. 
Singing by the 10th Ward Sunday School Choir. Opening prayer 
by Chas. Speakers were B S Hinckley, 3 " Bp Merrill, Hugh J. Cum- 
mins and his 2nd Counselor also Pres Lund. Afternoon meeting 


of government-sponsored reclamation projects. 

33 The Strawberry Valley became the first federal reclamation project in Utah, 
bringing water and electricity into Utah County. 

34 The valley is about half-way between Salt Lake City and Provo. 

35 This project is located northeast of Ogden, Utah. 

36 Briant S. Hinckley, father of future LDS church president Gordon B. Hinck- 
ley, was a noted Utah author and Salt Lake City stake president. 
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at 2 o clock held at the Tabernacle. The speakers were Chas 
Hart 1 ' of the Council of Seventy and myself. I spoke for 50 
minutes with splendid freedom. After meeting Allie and I went 
to Ben R Eldredges home in Miller Ward. At 6:30 attended ward 
meeting in their new meeting house. I spoke for an hour and 
twenty minutes. Singing led by Mrs. John Sharp formerly Luella 
Ferren. The house is a fine one and splendidly arranged. That 
part of the county is growing fast. We stopped all night with Ben 
and had the little children with us. 

[Monday July 25/10] . . . We left for Wandermere 38 at 10:30 A M 
to attend the exercises under the direction of the Sons and 
Daughters of the Pioneers in honor of pioneer day and the 
pioneers. 39 I was master of ceremonies. Exercises began at 11 o 
clock in the dance hall. An immense crowd present 68 of the 
Pioneers of 1847 were there. One of Zions camp Bro. Nathan 
Tanner. Four of the Mormon Battalion. We have singing. I deliv- 
ered the oration and was complimented many times. Jos F Smith 
Jr gave a historical sketch of the early organization taking part in 
coming to Utah with the pioneers. Pres Lund opened with 
Prayer and John Henry Smith closed. After the exercises the 
pioneers and their wives and husbands were entertained at a 
banquet. The day was exceedingly hot. . . . 

[Wednesday July 27/10] I found a lot of mail to answer and spent 
the morning in dictating letters. Attended a meeting of executive 
committee of B Y U and agreed to let Provo Baseball use the Uni- 
versity ground in Block 28, Plat A providing they would fence same 
and put in shape and give the University 10% of gate receipts. Not 
quite so warm. Had a sprinkle of rain. Jesse Knight thinks I [o]ught 


87 Charles Henry Hart (1866-1934), a member of the church’s Council of Sev- 
enty since 1906. 

88 A resort south of Salt Lake City. 

89 Pioneer Day is undoubtedly Utah’s most significant holiday. The 24th of July 
1847 is traditionally recognized as the day the first Mormons entered the Salt Lake 
Valley. Every year the celebration grew larger and more important. On this occasion 
it was held on Monday the 25th so as not to interfere with Sunday worship. Smoot 
was a prime motivator of these events. His own father figured prominently in the colo- 
nization of Utah, and Smoot availed himself to speak at such events whenever his 
schedule permitted. 
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to buy some Opex Mining Co Stock. Will tell Fred Richmond to 
buy me 10 thousand shares to-morrow. 

[Thursday July 28/10] I left for Salt Lake on the San Pedro Ry at 
8:20 A M. Meeting at Temple [They] complained of the Article in 
the Herald Republican about the Parkinson case and their answer 
to his statement is the news. He was very radical and demanded a 
retraction. The Herald Republican got its information from Presi- 
dent Lund but it should have been a statement [that] was made at 
the Quorum meeting and not a report. I will have the paper make 
this correction. At 2 o clock attended a meeting of parties inter- 
ested in putting water upon lands in Cedar Valley held at office of 
Gov Spry. It was the sentiment that we get Willard Young 40 to run 
a preliminary Survey and report if in his judgment the plan is fea- 
sible. This will not cost to exceed 2000.00. Will meet again Satur- 
day to finally decide. Attended a meeting of the board of directors 
of the Herald Republican and agreed to cut out the north-Western 
Eleven o clock edition as it was costing us 450.00 per month, and 
many subscribers preferred the regular edition. Ed Callister and I 
called on President Lund and suggested to him the correcting of 
the Report on Parkinson case and he agreed to it. I returned to 
Provo in the evening. 

[Sunday July 31/ 10] At 5 oclock George Smoot and wife and Allie 
and I left in George’s Auto for Ben Argyle’s at 6 oclock. Roads very 
rough. I attended the meeting of the Young peoples Conjoint 
meeting held in the Pavillion at 8 oclock. A large crowd present. I 
spoke for about one hour and twenty minutes on the benefits of 
a clean life. During the service an electric storm came up and the 
electric lights went out. I told the people to keep their seats. The 
lights came on in about 10 minutes. It rained very hard. After meet- 
ing returned to Provo. The roads were muddy and slippery for the 
Auto. 

[Monday Aug 1/10] The Tribune had a nasty untrue report of my 

40 Willard Young, son of Brigham Young, was the first native-born Utahn and 
Mormon to be enrolled at West Point. He specialized in engineering, taught for a 
time at the academy, and was later Utah’s state engineer. 
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remarks at Sp Fork last evening. The article was called to my atten- 
tion or I would not have seen it. . . . 4I 

[Thursday Aug 4/10] I took the Rio Grande 8:34 A M train for Og- 
den arriving there at 1 1:25 A M. Went direct to the offices of the 
Forest Service and met Secy of Agriculture Jas Wilson. We dis- 
cussed forestry matters for sometime and went to dinner at the 
Reed Hotel. We considered the statement issued by Pinchot as 
President of National Conservation Asso wherein he claims re- 
sponsibility and credit for passage by Congress of the Withdrawal 
Bill, Statehood Bill, Surface land Bill and also the defeat of the 
water power Bill and legislation antag[o]n[i]stic to Conservation. 
The Secy thought the statement aught to be answered through the 
Associated Press. I thought so to[o], I will take it up with Senator 
Nelson. 42 Wilson thinks I ought to attend the Conservation Con- 
vention to be held at St. Paul Sept 5 and 6/10 since one familiar 
with the public Lands law legislation should be there. . . . 

[Saturday Aug 6/10] Brownie came down with Allie this evening to 
talk over the question of his going to Cornell University and stop- 
ping at the home furnished by Mr. L L Nunn for his boys or boys 
he is sending there to school. . . . 

[Sunday Aug 7/10] We had Mr. L L Nunn to dinner and with 
Brownie we talked over the advisability of Brownie going to Cor- 
nell to school or whether it was best for him to remain at work. I 
told him he could go anywhere on earth to school if he wanted to 
secure an education to fit him for a profession but if he did not 
want to follow a profession but wanted to become a businessman 
I thought it was not the best place to go although if he thought so 
I was perfectly willing. Mr. Nunn told him he could go and live 
with his boys on the same terms, and he considered him as one of 
them. Brownie wanted to consider it further. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 9/10] ... I went direct to meeting of the Quorum at 
Temple. The first days meeting of quarterly session. President Ly- 


41 The Tribune's invectives continued long after the acrimonious Hearings in 
which the paper had availed itself of every opportunity to attack Smoot, who contin- 
ued to be sensitive to media criticism. 

42 Republican Senator Knute Nelson (1843-1923) of Minnesota. 
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man was sick and could not attend. Present Grant, Smoot, Hy M. 1 ’ 
Penrose, Whitney, Richards, Ivins and Jos F. Jr. We spent two 
hours in considering the committees report on the Parkinson case. 
It was adverse to him and not half as strong as it could have been 
made. This come to light that was not included in the charges. The 
Committee is convinced of his utter unworthiness to hold the po- 
sition as President of the Stake. Report will be published, signed 
by Grant, Ivins andjos McMurrin. 44 Had a long talk with Dr. McKay 
on Prohibition. Told him I was not going to stand for state wide 
prohibition but for local option, strict regulations and prohibition 
outside of incorporated cities. After a long discussion he agreed 
with me that I was right. . . . Heber J. Grant complained most bit- 
terly of an article in the Logan Republican on his remarks at last 
Logan Conference. 

[Thursday Aug 11/10] Left for Salt Lake City on San Pedro and 
on arrival went to meeting at Temple. Present Lund, John 
Henry, Lyman Giant, Smoot, Hy M. Penrose, Richards, Whit- 
ney, Ivins andjos FJr. also the Patriarch. The report of Commit- 
tee consisting of Grant, Ivins and McMurrin was presented and 
accepted. Ordered printed in Deseret News— covering charges 
made against Geo C Parkinson President of the Oneida Stake of 
Zion. ... We attended an organ recital and then went to the 
Commercial for Lunch. Spent until 3 oclock talked over the 
beliefs of the Mormon people. Called on President Lund and 
John Henry Smith and Hy M. Smith and Penrose dropped in. 
We talked until 4:45 P M about Utah and her people their his- 
tory trials and sufferings. . . . 

[Saturday Aug 13/10] This is the day for the family reunion to be 
held at Geneva. 45 The children and grandchildren went on hay 
racks and the older people in Automobiles and carriages. I could 
not go until the 10:40 San Pedro train. Was met at Maxfield’s Sta- 
tion by George and arrived at Geneva about 11:20. There were 
present 102. A fine day and children enjoyed the bathing, boating 

43 Hyrum Mack Smith. 

"^Joseph McMurrin (1858-1932), of the First Council of Seventy. 

45 A small community on the east side of Utah Lake, south of Provo. 
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and the dinner. The reunion was a good thing. I got to see some 
of the babies for the first time. . . , 46 

[Sunday Aug 14/10] A F Cardon telephoned that Heber J Grant 
had written a letter to the Cache Stake Presidency holding him 
responsible for the article in the Logan Republican criticizing 
Grants speech at Cache Quarterly Conference on Prohibition. De- 
manded an apology. He was to speak in the Tabernacle at Logan 
to day but it was cancelled. He was also told it might interfer with 
his obtaining a recommend to the Temple to get married. Chloe 
was worried over it. I told him if Grant had called the legislators 
traitors and made other radical remarks not to retract if he was 
able to keep him out of the temple he could get married on the 
24th at my home. . . . 

[Monday Aug 15/10] . . . Mining stocks very low. A report reaches 
here that upper Mammoth is on fire. I asked Jesse Knight about 
Opex stock and he told me he still thought they would strike ore 
but was not so confident as a couple of weeks ago. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 17/10] Today the rainbow trout Co. gave an outing 
to their fish hatchery in Provo Canyon locating about 1 1/2 miles 
up the South Fork. A great many came from Salt Lake among 
them, John Henry Smith, Bp Miller 47 and Ed Callister. There were 
about 75 in the party. We left Provo at 9:35 A M on Canyon train 
and on arriving at the South Fork we transferred to carriages and 
arrived at Plant at 11 oclock. The Company has the foundation 
laid for a large business. A fine location and water adapted to the 
hatching and raising of fish. . . . 

[Saturday Aug 20/10] Held a number of board meetings and spent 
most of day looking over the bank business. In the evening at- 
tended a meeting of the B Y U Alumni officers to consider ways 
and means of raising balance of money to pay for the Maeser Build- 
ing. At the meeting of Victoria Mining Co it was decided to pur- 
chase the Snowflake Mining Co property for $40,000.00. I do not 


46 Abraham O. Smoot died in 1895. The tradition of reunions and genealogy re- 
mains, and today the Smoot family organization is one of the largest in Utah. 

47 Orrin Porter Miller (1858-1918), first counselor to the Presiding Bishop of 
the church. 
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believe it is a good move, a great deal of ill feeling was manifested 
between L Holbrook and C E Loose. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 23/10] This is the day before Chloe’s wedding and 
we have all been busy around home arranging for it. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 24/10] Allie, Chloe, Ariel Cardon and myself left 
on the San Pedro 8:25 A M train for Salt Lake City. A large party 
of friends went to the depot to see Chloe and Ariel off. At 11:45 
we left, Eldredges in carriages for the temple. 48 There were in the 
party, Ma Eldredge, Mrs. Cardon mother of Ariel, Chloe and Ariel, 
Ben Eldredge and wife, Harold Smoot, Allie and myself. On arrival 
as soon as Chloe and Ariel could dress we went to the sealing room 
and I preformed the marriage ceremony. We returned to Ma’s and 
had lunch. We took the San Pedro train at 4:10 P M for home. On 
the same train there were about twenty invited guests going to at- 
tend the Wedding reception. The Rio Grande Ry runs a special 
leaving at 5:05 on which the Governor and party will go to Provo 
and return after the reception. In arrival at Provo we were met by 
a great crowd. Geo Smoot's automobile took Chloe and Ariel. It 
was decorated in great shape and a sign on back as follows: “We 
are just married.” Halfway up Academy Ave the Auto was met by 
the delivery wagon of the Smoot Lumber Co and a rope was tied 
to the Auto and it was taken up [and] down and down main street 
and back to my house. We had dinner at 7 oclock and at 8:30 P M 
the invited guests began to arrive. The house and grounds were 
decorated beautifully. Music every where and a fine dance floor 
on the lawn with benches around. The night was cool and ideal. 
About 200 were present and all had a splendid time. The supper 
was served by a lady from Salt Lake and was fine in every particular. 
No hitch in any way and all said it was a beautiful reception. We 
did not get to bed until 2:30 in the morning. 

[Sunday Aug 28/ 10] At 10 oclock was driven to the 7th Ward meet- 
ing house. I found a splendid building costing $18,000.00 and all 
fully paid. The surroundings will be fine when trees, lawns and 
flowers are grown. John Henry Smith and myself stood at the south 
front door and shook hands with the people as they came into the 


48 Heber J. Grant’s threat was apparently not carried out. 


building. . . . John Henry who also offered the dedicatory prayer 
and myself. At 2 oclock meeting was held at the Tabernac[l]e. A 
large congregation present. I occupied most of the time as John 
Henry did not feel like talking. I had splendid delivery and never 
spoke better so many said. After meeting went for an Auto ride 
with J. S. Howell and H Bullin Jr. Looked for a place to buy for 
Chloe as I am afraid the place they have rented will not be warm 
enough this winter. I told Ariel and Chloe to look around and see 
if they could find a place not to[o] costly that would suit them and 
I would try and buy it for Chloe. In the evening meeting was held 
at the 7th Ward. The house was crowded with a number of strang- 
ers present. I spoke for one hour and twenty minutes as John 
Henry said he did not care to talk. He spoke for a few minutes 
after I closed. I took as my subject “The Home” I was awful tired 
at close of day. 

[Monday Aug 29/10] ... At 8 oclock I attended a meeting at the 
Alta Club at which C E Loose, D C Jackling, Gov Spry, Senator 
Sutherland and myself were present. Jackling and Loose kicked 
against the personal reference to Kearns in the article in the Her- 
ald Republican in answering the Article in Pearson’s on Mormon- 
ism. We talked until midnight and they were determined to resign 
as directors. After our long talk they decided not to do so. We 
agreed to hold a meeting of the Directors of the Herald Rep next 
Wednesday at 2 oclock and have it made an order of the Board of 
Directors that no article be published in the paper by any writer 
outside of regular staff without it being passed upon by at least 
two of the executive Committee and that the manager will be held 
responsible for the reading matter in the paper. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 1/10] Attended meeting at Temple at 10 oclock. . . . 
It was agreed to postpone Oneida Stake Conference until Sept 24- 
25 to give Pres Parkinson a chance to appeal to Pres Smith from 
the decision of the Quorum of Apostles. We did not like him to 
preside at a Conference and to hold it. We would have to remove 
him or not present the authorities. At 3 oclock met Burges, Elias 
and Jos Kimball on the question of my accepting the Presidency 
of the new company formed to build a railroad to the Dixie coun- 
try. Met in Gov Spry’s office. I did not look upon the proposition 
with favor as I did not have money to put into the enterprise. They 
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did not want money it was my name and counsel. I took it under 
advisement. . . . 

[Saturday Sept 3/10] . . . Harlow [Brownie] is not very well and very 
unsettled. He does not know what he wants. Talking now of leaving 
work. I would be pleased if he would settle down and go to school. 
Mary, George’s wife is a little better. Pres Smith returned from 
European trip. 

[Tuesday Sept 6/10] . . . We agreed upon Sept 26 for the State Con- 
vention 49 to be held at Ogden. Also agreed upon new plank in the 
platform on the temperence question. We will declare for Local 
option with strict regulation and absolute prohibition outside of 
incorporated cities. Election to be provided for by the legislation 
and at a time when politics are not up. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 7/10] It is reported that Jesse Knight is going to 
run for the U S Senate on Democratic ticket. I[t] seems almost 
absurd but from report Mrs Knight wants him to. I hardly be- 
lieve it. He no doubt will try and force State wide prohibition in 
the Democratic platform and as the Democrats have nothing to 
lose and everything to gain the Salt Lake City crowd may allow 
him to do it and require of him to put up all the money for the 
campaign. . . , 50 

[Thursday Sept 8/10] Left for Salt Lake on San Pedro with Allie and 
children. Attended meeting [of] Quorum at Temple. President 
Smith was still suffering with rheumatism. He is confined to his 
bed. The Quorum discussed the question of New polygamy cases 
and I stated that it was my opinion that all new cases should be 
excommunicated from the church and action should be taken at 
once. Also that the Church should not retain any man taking a 
plural wife after the Manifesto in a church position where people 
were asked to support him. All members present agreed with this 
position. Present at meeting Lyman, Smoot, Penrose, Whitney, 
Richards, McKay and Jos F Smith Jr. ... I called on Pres Smith and 
chatted with him for 1/2 hour and told him of our agreement at 


49 State Republican Convention. 

50 Knight’s attempt was abortive. Smoot confided to friends and in his diary 
that Knight was given to fits of irrational behavior. 


State Committee. ’ 1 I told Pres Lund and John Henry Smith my 
ideas of the action that should be taken by the Church in the new 
polygamy cases and also thought Pres Smith should instruct the 
Presidents of Stakes and Bishops of Wards to begin action against 
any such living in their stakes or wards. Pres Lund wanted me to 
tell Pres Smith and I will do so as soon as he is well enough. In the 
evening I met Bp Nibley and we spent a couple of hours in discuss- 
ing the coming campaign and I told him what I had said to the 
Quorum of the new polygamy cases. He agreed with me that action 
should be taken. 

[Monday Sept 12/10] . . . On the train were Gov Spry and party on 
the way to the Uintah trip. 52 Harlow and I joined them at Provo. 
The Party consisted of Gov Spry, Congressman Howell, F Way- 
man, David Smith, David Mattson, F W Chambers, Harlow Smoot 
and myself. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 14/10] I did not sleep very well and not feeling 
good at all. We all started for Myton 1 ' at seven oclock A M. I was 
agreeable surprised with the conditions at Theodore for I had 
heard how the people had suffered for even the necessaries of life 
but I found them all in good spirits and I must say the future pros- 
pects look good for them. We examined the work done by the Gov- 
ernment in straightening the Duchesne river to prevent its over- 
flow and destruction of the town and found the work well done. 
The people are very grateful for it and thanked me for securing it 
for them. We drove across the Blue Cliff bench and when the water 
is placed on it, it will furnish splendid homes for thousands of peo- 
ple. I believe that Dry farming could be made a success on the 
bench. The soil looks fine and I noticed in several places small 

51 Smoot made it a habit to consult with Smith on political activities. While he 
was in Washington, letters and telegrams substituted for the one-on-one discussions 
in Utah. 

52 The Uintah basin, consisting of Duchesne, Uintah, and Daggett counties, was 
opened for homesteading in 1906 under President Roosevelt. It was an isolated area 
but one that Smoot visited frequently to shore up votes. Two prominent politicians 
came out of this area— U.S. congressional representative Don C. Colton (1876-1952), 
who served from 1920 to 1932, and U.S. senator Arthur V. Watkins (1886-1967), who 
served from 1946 to 1958. 

33 A small ranching community a few miles from Roosevelt, Utah. 
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patches of potatoes. As soon as we reached the farm lands adjacent 
to Myton we found the people using too much water. Ditches every 
where and in every direction. It looked as if there were more 
ditches than farms. The Government has built some splendid ca- 
nals all through the Uintah Basin to water the indian lands. The 
red top district has 10000 acres of land belonging to the indians 
with water reaching every 40 acres and not an acre of it cultivated. 
Our party was met outside of the town of Myton by some twenty 
or more prominent people, among them W H Smart, 01 Jas Hack- 
ing, Jr Bennion, Chas De Morsy, Don C. Colton,' 5 etc. We drove 
into the city shortly after 12 o’clock. Gov Spry and myself were in 
the front carriage. A salute of welcome was given as by the firing 
of giant pow[d]er in the hill next to the town. We drove to the New 
Government Bridge which was gaily decorated with flags and bun- 
ting and nearly one thousand people lined on both sides of the 
bridge and its approach. The Marshall of the day, halted us and 
asked who demanded an entrance to their city and I reply the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Utah, one of the greatest states of the Greatest 
Nation on earth. The ribbon was dropped and the Key to the city 
was handed the Governor and we proceeded across the bridge with 
people shouting and children singing. The word welcome was 
strung across the entrance of the bridge. We were escorted to the 
town and found a large gathering of people at the pavilion. We all 
stopped at the home of Fred L Watros . . . and had lunch. At 2 
oclock exercises were held at the pavilion in commemoration of 
the opening of the former Uintah Indian Reservation. . . . After 
dinner and at 3:30 P M the first session of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence of the Uintah Stake of Zion was held at the pavilion. The Ver- 
nal Choir was in attendance and furnished splendid music under 
the leadership of David Manwaring. Pres F M Lyman presented 
the question of the division of the Uintah Stake and it was unani- 
mously agreed to. He also presented the name of W H Smart to 
be President and the name of the new stake to be the Uintah Stake 


54 William H. Smart, president of the LDS Uintah stake. His descendant, 
William Smart, was a longtime editor at the Deseret News. 

55 Don C. Colton was a prominent church and business leader and Republican 
politician. He was elected to the House of Representatives in 1920, a position he held 
until the Roosevelt landslide of 1932. 
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of Zion and it was voted favorably upon. ... At the close of the 
meeting President Lyman, myself and David Smith met with the 
officers selected to set them apart. I asked Bro Lyman if it would 
not be best to wait until we had met at Vernal and see what was 
done there by us and the high council and he said no. Wm H Smart 
was set apart by F M Lyman as pres, of the new Uintah Stake. " 

[Friday Sept 16/10] We started in automobiles from Myton for Ver- 
nal at 9:15 A M. We went by way of Roosevelt for Duchesne. The 
Roosevelt country is the best cultivated of any we have seen. The 
farms are fairly well taken care of and many pretty good homes 
built. We drove through Ft Duchesne and on to the Ouray Valley 
to look at its agricultural possibilities and on returning stopped a 
few minutes at Randlett. On our return to Fort Duchesne we were 
met by the 5th Calvary and escorted to Capt Flail’s residence. . . . " 

[Saturday Sept 17/10] At 10:30 A M the dedicatory services on Acad- 
emy Campus 38 was held. The Uintah Stake Academy was founded 
Nov 2, 1891. The site for the new building consists of nearly nine 
acres just west of the Stake meeting house. It is a fine location. The 
new building is to cost $25,000.00. Pres Smart made the opening 
address, Byron O Colton Jr gave a historical address, Enos Bennion 
gave a description of the proposed new building and remarks were 
made by Gov Spry, Jos howell, David Smith and myself. At high 
noon I broke the ground for the new building at the south east 
corner. It was rather strange for 26 yrs ago at that time I was mar- 
ried at Logan. ... I met with Pres Lyman, W H Smart, and Don B 
Colton for the purpose of selecting the new officers for [the] Stake 
caused ... by the division of the [original] Stake. We agreed upon 
Don B Colton for President and David Bennion 1st Counselor and 


56 Vernal was the county seat and largest town in the area and the location of 
the LDS stake center. 

57 Even after the homesteading proclamation, this area remained largely an In- 
dian reservation. The cavalry still had a detachment to oversee reservation policies 
and to maintain an equilibrium between the tribes and the new settlers. 

58 The Uintah Stake Academy was part of the church-wide educational system 
begun in the 1870s which accelerated in the 1880s to include high school and college- 
prep courses under a central governing board in Salt Lake City. There were a total of 
twenty-two academies— eleven in Utah, four in Idaho, three in Arizona and one each 
in Colorado, Wyoming, Canada, and Mexico. 
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Ernest Eaton 2nd counselor. We also agreed to make some 
changes in the Bishops. ... It developed at the meeting in the after 
noon that there was great opposition to giving the name of Uintah 
Stake to the new stake and at the meeting of the High Council it 
was discussed earnestly. Finally decided not to make the change 
and all present were happy. We did not agree upon a name for the 
new stake but I suggested the name of Duchesne. . . . After opening 
exercises Pres Lyman told the people of the division of the Stake 
as acted upon at Myton but informed them that the changing of 
the name of Vernal to the New Stake had been reconsidered and 
that the name would remain with the Stake now having it. The 
people were well pleased with the final decision. He presented the 
changes made and the new appointments made and they were all 
sustained. I occupied the balance of the time with exception of a 
short talk by Pres Smart on his retiring and Don B Colton on as- 
suming the new position. I spoke for over one hour. I suggested 
that the dividing line between the two stakes by the Bad lands on 
the West and south of Vernal. The exact line to be agreed upon 
by the two presidency’s, but understood to be within the Bad lands 
as above mentioned. This was agreed to unanimously. . . . 

[Monday Sept 19/10] ... I read W H Kings speech as Temporary 
Chairman of the Democratic convention held at Provo in Sept 
15/10. It was a nasty dirty attack on men and party and I feel like 
exposing him and letting the people [know] just what he is. 59 The 
paper reports that Jesse Knight announced himself a candidate for 
Governor for two years hence. Foolish man. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 21/10] The family all left for Salt Lake City to at- 
tend the wedding of Harold Reed Smoot to Alice Nibley. ... We 
went direct there and there were present C W Nibley, Geo Spry, 
G H Brimhall, L Holbrook, Jas H Anderson, E H Callister and my- 
self. We agreed upon a temperance plank for Republican plat- 
forms along the Wyoming law also agreed upon another meeting 
to be held at one oclock next Saturday with others present. We 
went to the Temple at 11:30 to see Harold and Alice married. . . . 


59 Smoot’s dislike for William H. King never waned. Upon King’s election to 
the Senate in 1916, they were forced to work together on common issues, but it was 
an uneasy alliance. 


Bp C W Nibley preformed the marriage ceremony a few minutes 
after twelve oclock. The two families had dinner at one oclock at 
Bp Nibleys. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 22/10] Attended meeting at Temple at 10 oclock. 
Present Lund, John Henry, Lyman, Grant, Smoot, Penrose, 
Richards, Whitney, McKay and Jos F Jr. Held a long meeting as 
reports were so lengthy. I reported our visit to the Uintah Stake 
and new officers installed. The George Parkinson case as appealed 
was up for discussion and Quorum adjourned until 4 oclock to the 
Presidents office to consider it. We met at 4 oclock and agreed that 
Lyman, Grant and Penrose should attend Oneida Conference next 
Saturday and Sunday and select a new Presidency for the Stake. 
Parkinson presented a long statement of his case and wanted fur- 
ther consideration of it. This was promised him. . . . 

[Saturday Sept 24/10] Left Provo with Allie, Anne K[,] Zella and 
Ernest on their way to Washington. Brownie will join them at Og- 
den. On same train was Ed Loose and daughter Fay on their way 
to New York. ... At one oclock attended a meeting at Bp C W 
Nibley’s office at which about twenty Republicans were present 
from different parts of the State for purpose of considering the 
plank to be adopted by the coming Republican convention to be 
held at Ogden next Monday. Among those present were Nephi 
Morris, Jas C Iverson, J B Keeler, G H Brimhall, Thos Hull, S L 
Chipman, John Roundy, Hy Goff, J A Page Jr, C W Nibley. We 
agreed to favor local option in cities and prohibition outside of 
cities. . . . 

[Monday Sept 26/10] Left on a special train, for Republican Con- 
vention at Ogden at 8:45 A M. Some 300 were on the train. . . . 
The Hall was nicely decorated and filled with representative men 
from all parts of the State. I was received with great applause. I 
spoke for about one hour and never made a speech that was so 
well received. Every body was enthusiastic and after adjournment 
of morning meeting I was congratulated by nearly everyone in the 
convention. . . . The Committee on Resolutions was ready to re- 
port about 8 oclock PM.... This brought forth considerable dis- 
cussion and the Kickers took occasion to talk. Parley P Christian- 
sen the insurgent spoke for the plank. He was long winded and 
the convention tried to call him down. I would not stand for it and 
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gave him all the time he wanted. He talked over an hour and killed 
himself. He wanted to be gagged but I would not allow it. I gave 
every man a chance to say what he wanted and all the time he 
wanted. The primary election plank was almost unanimously re- 
jected. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 27/10] Attended a meeting of Quorum of Apostles 
at 10 oclock A M. All present but Clawson, Geo A Smith and Ivins. 
I opened meeting by prayer. I made a statement regarding the new 
polygamy cases and insisted that the church take action against 
them at once. I believe that every person taking a plural wife since 
the manifesto should not be sustained in prominent positions in 
the Church where the people have to vote for them and I strongly 
demand that cases at least since April 1, 1904, be excommunicated 
and vigorous action commenced at once. The question was dis- 
cussed the whole day. The most of the members agreed with me 
but thought that a wholesale slaughter should not be made of those 
who were induced to take plural wives by Taylor, Cowley, Wood- 
ruff and Merrill 60 before Pres Smith’s declaration of April 1904, 
but drop them as fast as conditions will permit without making a 
great stir about it. 61 

[Wednesday Sept 28/10] I called on President Smith and told him 
what I had said to the Quorum on new polygamy cases and I told 
him I thought some public statement should be made by him at 
the coming Conference and instruct the Presidents of Stakes and 
Bishops of Wards to handle all new cases. This must be done to 
prove to our people we are sincere in our opposition to new po- 
lygamy. We talked for over one hour and I tried to cover the whole 
ground. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 29/10] I left Provo for Salt Lake. Meeting at Temple 
at 10:30. President Lund and members of Quorum at meeting yes- 
terday were present. Ivins prayed in opening and Whitney in circle. 
The question of new polygamy cases were discussed and Pres Ly- 


60 John W. Taylor, Matthias Cowley, Abraham O. Woodruff, and Marriner Mer- 
rill. Taylor and Cowley were dropped from the apostleship at the April 1906 church 
general conference. Woodruff and Merrill had both passed away by this time. 

61 Smoot was the most adamant since he drew the most heat from the press on 
this issue. 
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man reported action and decision of the Quorum at their meeting 
yesterday and Tuesday Heber J talked wild on question of politics 
and so did Ivins. They claimed Democrats had no show and were 
not treated with impartiality and he was mislead on the prohibition 
question. He had his say and no one answered him. The sacrament 
was administered. Received a telegram from Allie telling me they 
arrived in Washington last evening. . . . 

[Saturday October 1/10] Left for Salt Lake City on this morning San 
Pedro Ry. At 1 1 oclock met with the Quorum of twelve. All present 
but Clawson and George A Smith. We had before us Patriarch Jud- 
son Tolman having cited him to appear and answer to the charge 
of his having married different men to plural wives contrary to the 
rules and regulations of the church. We tried to get the whole truth 
out of him but could not do it. He acknowledged to having per- 
formed fifteen plural marriages. We tried to get out of him who 
they were but he said he could not remember. He mentioned four 
as follows: Bp Muir, Jas Eldridge, a Mr. Pratt and Merrill. We could 
not get the names of the others but found out he had married a 
woman himself but did not know who performed the ceremony. 
The party had a mask on. He, himself, married most of the parties 
on the street and some in buggies and one or two in a house. He 
told us the first marriage he performed was Bp Muir and he in- 
sisted all were before April 1904, the year of the declaration of 
President Smith. It was evident to all that he was not telling the 
truth and had been instructed what to say but he would not tell 
with whom he had been talking. We adjourned until 3 oclock and 
asked Bp Muir to be present. He was present and admitted he mar- 
ried a plural wife on June 14/05. He would not inform on anyone 
else— did not believe the declaration of President Smith was made 
in good faith nor the Woodruff manifesto was ever intended to 
put a stop to polygamy— claimed they had been going on ever since 
1890 and no action taken. Believed now that they were stopped 
because action was being taken. The bunch, as he designated them, 
knew each one ran a risk and was liable to be excommunicated if 
found out. We agreed to summon Judson Tolman before us again 
to show cause why he should not be excommunicated next Mon- 
day, October 3rd, at 10:30 A M at Temple rooms. We also thought 
we could get some additional information from him. I have in- 
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sisted that action should be taken long ago and today’s proceed- 
ings demonstrate it beyond a question. 

[Monday October 3/ 10] . . . Meeting at Temple at 10:30 A M. Judson 
Tolman was present as requested. He told a little more about how 
he came to perform the illegal marriages and had been instructed 
to put them all back of April 1904, by Henry S Tanner and others 
because it was necessary to save himself and others. He continued 
to evade and even lie about certain actions of his. After he was 
excused it was unanimously agreed to excommunicate him from 
the church for performing plural marriages and also for having 
married a woman himself contrary to the rules and order of the 
church. . . . 

[Wednesday, October 5/10] Meeting of Quorum at 9 oclock. We dis- 
cussed the Tolman case for nearly one hour and Pres. Lyman was 
instructed to send him a notice of excommunication similar to 
published notice in News of last evening. We did not mention his 
lying and taking another wife in 1905. Pres. Lund and John Henry 
came in at 10 oclock and reports were made. We clothed [in temple 
robes] and Lyman prayed in opening and I in circle. We took up 
the question of a circular letter to be signed by the First Presidency 
to the Presidency’s of all the stakes of Zion, calling their attention 
to new polygamy cases and directing them to bring action against 
any persons who have violated the declaration of Pres. Smith made 
at April Conference, 1904. ... At 3 oclock attended Board meeting 
of the Guarantee Casualty Insurance Company and presided, as 
Pres. McCornick was not present. Mr. Studebaker of Chicago was 
present. I did not like the idea of employing W H King as Attorney 
at a salary of $5000.00 per annum. A new company with a small 
capital and I am going to oppose it. Meeting at Temple at 5 oclock. 
We agreed upon the letter and construction of same after nearly 
two hours discussion. We discussed the question of dropping all 
known polygamists for positions where the coming Conference 
was asked to vote for them; that is, all polygamists marrying since 
1890. I made the motion but it was not carried as President Lund 
suggested we do not present the auxiliary organizations at this con- 
ference and in doing this we avoided presenting any such person. 
This was agreed to. I thought the President if he was able to attend 
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meeting should make a statement and define his position on new 
polygamy cases in such a way that none can misunderstand. . . . 

[Thursday October 6/10] Last evening the Democrats held a rally in 
the Salt Lake Theatre at which W H King and Jas H. Moyle b2 deliv- 
ered themselves of a lot of political rot and many lies. Jesse Knight 
also gave a rambling talk and the Herald Republican printed it as 
he delivered it. 1 ’ 1 It was the butte of ridicule on the street today. 
Conference commenced at 10 oclock A. M. . . . President Jos. F. 
Smith was present but was rather weak and showed his late sick- 
ness. . . . President Smith took up the question of being true to 
every pledge he ever made in his life and his was true as to new 
polygamy cases he had pledged this government should not be 
sanctioned by the church. He wanted all members of the church 
to understand he did not approve of the new cases and members 
of the church saying so or intimating such was placing him in a 
false light. He wanted it stopped. He surely made it plain. A Mr. 
Hendrich was present. He is now in Utah studying the Mormon 
question with an avowed purpose of writing anti-Mormon articles 
for McClure’s Magazine. He has interviewed a great many of the 
leading men of the church and he is getting his inspiration from 
the Salt Lake Tribune. . . . 

[Friday October 7/10] . . . There was distributed thousands of 
printed circulars to the conference people as they entered the tab- 
ernacle grounds headed “Word of Wisdom” with Presidency of 
Church photo on front page and quotations from President Smith 
and other church leaders on State wide prohibition. Gotten out to 
assist the Democratic party this fall. President Smith authorized 
me to have the Herald Republican state that he did not approve 
of it. It will no doubt act as a boomerang. Fred Grant M is respon- 
sible for them it is stated. . . . 


62 James H. Moyle was an ardent Democrat and Smoot antagonist during his po- 
litical life. He ran on the Democratic ticket for governor twice, in 1900 and in 1904, 
only to lose to Heber M. Wells and John C. Cutler. He lost again in a close Senate 
race against Smoot in 1914. 

63 Although Knight was a life-long friend and fellow Provoan, Smoot was disap- 
pointed by his politics and by an attempt to found a new bank in Provo. These 
schemes proved embarrassing for Knight, both personally and financially. 

64 Brigham Fred Grant, brother of Heber J. Grant, was a political activist and 
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[Saturday October 8/10] . . . Pres. Lund in his remarks called atten- 
tion to new polygamy cases and stated they were against the rules 
of the church and rumors had become so numerous and in some 
cases proofs that it was found necessary to take some strong stand 
and repeat the letter agreed upon that was going to be sent to each 
Stake Presidency with instructions that all cases be handled and 
excommunication be administered in cases found guilty. He was 
followed by President Smith and he did not mince words. He stated 
no man has been authorized by him to solemnize a plural marriage 
since the manifesto and men claiming he had was a liar and if 
proven he should be excommunicated from the church. . . . Pres. 
Smith asked me to speak and I did so for a few minutes pleading 
with all men to be true to their pledges made to man and God. 
After meeting the Quorum met and agreed to issue summons on 
Jos. W. Summerhays to appear next Wednesday before the Quo- 
rum and show cause why he should not be excommunicated from 
the church for performing plural marriages and also taking a plural 
wife. . . . 

[Monday October 10/10 ] ... I attended a reception given at the Bee- 
hive [House] by Pres. Smith at which the Quorum of twelve and 
wives and a few other leading church workers were present. After 
dinner each male present spoke. The speaking was along the line 
of personal experiences and early recollections of the work. 

[Wednesday October 12/10] . . . Went direct to Temple and found 
the Quorum present and Jas. W. Summerhays. Pres. Lyman read 
the summons and asked Summerhays to make whatever statement 
he wished to. He was talking and questioned until one oclock and 
adjournment was taken until 4 oclock. He claimed President Smith 
advised him in 1898 to take another wife and gave him authority 
to marry Miss Sears in Mexico in February 1906. When questioned 
he said he thought Pres. Smith had done so and stated the circum- 
stances but Pres. Smith told me his statements were not true. At 4 
oclock we met and talked the statement made by Summerhays over 
and all were in favor of dropping him from all church positions 
but not to excommunicate him with exception of Lyman and my- 


later worked in Salt Lake City government. He was an ardent proponent of 
prohibition. 
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self. I think he made statements that were not true and so did Ly- 
man. He wanted to place the blame on Pres. Smith. . . . 

[Thursday October 13/10] I never slept last night and I am feeling 
weak. My ear pained me all night long. I went to the doctors and 
he treated my ear with electricity. It is going to gather. Meeting 
of Quorum and President at Temple. Penrose prayed in opening 
and John Neering in circle. We agreed to summons M. F. 
Cowley, John W. Taylor and H. S. Tanner before us to show 
cause why they should not be excommunicated from the church 
for marrying plural wives and performing said marriages and 
other actions unbecoming a member of the church. We agreed 
upon the changing of several Stake Presidencies where polyga- 
mists were in them having married their wives since the Mani- 
festo. When the changes are made the new presidencies will be 
asked to handle new cases of polygamy. The crowd that have 
been marrying and getting others to marry plural wives are be- 
ginning to think the church is in earnest. . . . 

[Saturday October 15/10] . . . On arrival we went direct to the Presi- 
dents office and made arrangements for a meeting with the Presi- 
dency of the Church, at 3 oclock. ... At 3 oclock we met with the 
Presidency and asked them to purchase $ 10,000.00 of the stock of 
the Knight’s Power Co. as Jesse Knight offered to give that amount 
of the stock to the Maeser Memorial Building if we would dispose 
of it. I explained the holdings and intentions of the company and 
the Presidency decided to take the stock in order to help the Me- 
morial building. 1 ’’ The political situation in Salt Lake Co. looks 
good for us. The frightful conditions in Salt Lake City in the way 
of murders, holdups and robbery under the American Party Ad- 
ministration are helping us. . . . 

[Sunday Oct. 16/10] ... I attended the Stake Priesthood meeting 
at 2 oclock held at the BYU building. I spoke to those present and 
referred to the reign of terror in Salt Lake and stated if it was not 


m Knight’s generosity kept the school operating when all other avenues seemed 
closed. 

b6 The Republican party implemented a “law and order” plank as part of their 
campaign strategy during the city elections of 1910. 


74 



The Demise of Polygamy 


checked before long the Governor should take notice of it and 
clean the thugs out and restore order. . . . 

[Monday Oct 17/10] Founders day'’ 7 was honored this day with ap- 
propriate exercises held at the college hall B Y U. The march 
through the city was as large in numbers as usual, there being 
about 1100 students in line. O F Whitney was Orator of the day 
and he delivered a fine oration. The other speakers were John 
Henry Smith, Geo H Brimhall, Jesse Knight and myself. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 18/10] . . . Pres Smith telephoned last evening for me 
to come to office as soon as possible. I went there and the Presi- 
dency had received a letter from the Editor of “Everybody’s Maga- 
zine” dated Hotel Salt Lake City with a long list of questions for 
them to answer. They stated they had arranged for a series of Ar- 
ticles to be published by the magazine [prepared] by Frank J. Can- 
non 68 and as he wanted to be fair to all concerned he desired the 
Presidency to answer the questions submitted. I advised them not 
to answer the questions. These were no doubt prepared by FJ Can- 
non and were based upon the testimony in my case, and only such 
asked as would make the bunch appear in a bad light. I suggested 
that they answer the letter and state that as the Cannon Articles 
had been accepted for publication and he wanted to be fair it 
would prefer to allow the church presidency to answer Cannon’s 
articles in the magazine after they had been published. This I think 
was agreed to. ... I delivered the 50 shares of Knight Power Co 
stock to the church and received a check of $10,000.00 for it for 
the Maeser Memorial Asso. Jesse Knight was trying to borrow 
money in Salt Lake City and he told me he had offered to sell his 
Canada interests to the church as well as to David Eccles. . . .“ 

[Friday Oct 21/10] . . . After lunch a number of Republican leaders 


67 BYU Founders Day originated in 1891 and continued annually to commemo- 
rate the school’s organization on 16 October 1875. 

68 Frank J. Cannon, son of George Q. Cannon, was an excommunicated Mor- 
mon who repeatedly attacked the LDS church in print. 

69 David Eccles was involved in lumber, manufacturing, mercantile, construc- 
tion, irrigation, sugar, coal, and mines. One of his sons, Marriner Eccles, became 
head of First Security, one of the intermountain west’s largest banks, and became a 
prominent fixture in Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal leadership. 
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called at Hotel and we discussed the situation. Found a great sen- 
timent for state wide prohibition even among the party workers 
and many of them working for it. It was a hard matter to convince 
them of the situation and results from Local option as offered by 
the Republican platform. . . . The workers took heart but Sanpete 
Co. will be very close. W H King is following me up and speaks 
wherever I speak answering my argument . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 26/10] . . . Also learned that B H Roberts through 
Mr. James H. Moyle had challenged me to debate the contents of 
an editorial appearing in the Herald Republican of Oct 25/10 on 
B H Roberts if I would assume the responsibility of the article in 
toto. I told Chairman Loose to answer Moyle that I had paid no 
attention to the personal attacks of B H Roberts'" in the past and 
saw no reason to change that course for the future. That I did not 
assume the responsibility of the Article and saw it for the first time 
in print. . . . 

[Friday Oct 28/10] . . . The Rally held last evening by the Democrats 
with Erickson, T N Taylor 71 and Jesse Knight was a failure. Knight 
was very vindictive and Taylor [made] slur[s against his oppo- 
nents]. . . . 

[Monday Oct 31/10] ... I took the street car for Murray at 7 oclock. 
... I spoke for 1 3/4 hours. I was interrupted by a socialist and 
demanded to know what protection labor had received in the last 
Tariff bill. It gave me a good chance and I poured it into him and 
was cheered to [deafening] echo[e]s. I compared labor of China, 
Japan and France to our own. The rally was a great success. B H 
Roberts is out with another letter and is now ready to take the 
stump. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 1/10] Roberts speech last night at Logan charged that 
the Congressional delegation did not answer the telegram sent 
them by Chas W Nibley, Hy M Smith and Nephi L. Morris and 

70 Roberts, an ardent Democrat, harbored deep feelings over Smoot’s apostle- 
senator status. An even deeper resentment festered over Smoot’s political stances, 
and Roberts’s fulminations became so vitriolic that censure from church headquar- 
ters resulted. 

' 1 Thomas N. Taylor, prominent Provo businessman and later stake president. 
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hence they were guilty of a deal with the liquor interests. The Her- 
ald Republican has interviewed each one of the signers of the tele- 
gram and they say they did receive an answer. I took my correspon- 
dence up to show Nibley and in it was a copy of our answer. Pen- 
rose was present and I read the whole correspondence and 
telegrams covering the subject to him. The denial of Roberts state- 
ments will be made tomorrow morning through the Herald Re- 
publican. This will warm things up again. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 2/10 j . . . Feeling is running high and the Demo- 
crats are wild over the interview in the Herald Republican. They 
offer a reward of $1000.00 for a copy of the answer to the telegram. 
I am willing it should be published if the parties receiving it are. It 
was a private telegram sent to us and it was a private answer. The 
telegram was stolen by someone more than likely B F Grant. All 
the signers say they did not give it out. . . . 

[Sunday Nov 6/10] . . . B H Roberts made an attack on me in the 
Salt Lake Theatre. It pleased the Tribune immensely. He is a very 
contemptible man and dishonest in his life and utterances. . . . 

[Monday Nov 7/10] Spent the day looking after details of campaign. 
C W Nibley made a statement respecting answer to the famous 
telegram. I left for Lehi at 5:05 P M to attend rally. B H Roberts 
on train going to Provo to attack me in a rally to be held at Opera 
House. ... I am so glad the campaign is over for I am tired out. 

[Tuesday Nov 8/10] ... In the evening was at headquarters. As soon 
as it was positively known that the Republicans carried Salt Lake 
Co we went up to Pres Smith’s and he served refreshments. It was 
a glorious victory. All feeling fine over it especially Pres Smith. The 
Republicans have run a clean campaign and I am glad of it. Utah 
County went Republican and most of the state. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 9/10] Meeting of Quorum at Temple at 10 oclock. 
All present but Grant, Geo A. Smith and Rudger Clawson. H S 
Tanner was present to answer to the charge of having married plu- 
ral wives and performing plural marriages contrary to the rules of 
the church, also encouraging others to enter plural marriages. His 
position was that he had done no wrong and would not answer 
certain questions. He was given one week to decide whether he 
would answer or not. He claimed the party performing the mar- 
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riage required him to never divulge his name, the date and place. 
He was to see the party and find out if he would release him from 
the obligation entered into. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 10/10] . . . The Democratic leaders are wild over 
their defeat and talking of disbanding the party. . . . 

[Friday Nov 11/10] ... A bitter feeling over politics exists in Provo 
and lots of sore heads. Jesse Knight and his followers are wild over 
his defeat. All blaming the church and Jos F Smith. 

[Saturday Nov 12/10] Settled most of my local bills. Paid my tithing 
and packed the things I am going to take to Washington. I visited 
ihe Provo [Knight] Woolen Mills and found things in a deplorable 
condition. No orders and no work being done in way of producing 
goods. It looked to me there were more overseers than laborers I 
believe every yard of cloth being made was costing 5.00 per yard. 
A change must come soon. Mr. Dow tells me he is having trouble 
with his help. I left for Salt Lake on the R G at 4:34 P M Chloe and 
Ariel were at Ma’s. I gave Ma a check for 500.00 to assist her to 
pay her taxes. 

[Tuesday Nov 15/10] ... Bp Nibley and John Cutter were made 
directors of Knight Woolen Mills Co and they wanted to talk to 
me about the mill as they were at a meeting of the Board Monday. 
I told them what a frightful condition I found things in last Satur- 
day and the mill in my opinion could not run under the present 
management successfully. Explained just what the conditions were 
and they asked me to go with them to Pres Smith and report which 
I did. They thought it ought to be closed and will send for E P 
Ellison another director to talk over the situation. . . . Held a meet- 
ing with first Presidency and F M Lyman for purpose of discussing 
the question of new polygamy cases and what action the church 
was going to take with them. I wanted to know positively so if asked 
by Pres Taft or other Senators I could answer with a knowledge 
that my position would be right. All cases after 1904 would be han- 
dled and if testimony could be secured against them they would 
be excommunicated from the church. All cases between the Wood- 
ruff manifesto and 1904 should be dealt with according to circum- 
stances and if drawn into it by Apostles they would not be excom- 
municated but would be relieved of all positions in the church 
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where the people were asked to vote for them. President Smith 
wanted to wait until tomorrow morning for final decision on latter 
point and we were to meet in the morning at 9 o’clock. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 16/10] Had callers wanting help before I was out 
of bed. Met at Presidents office and agreed upon the future action 
of church on the new polygamy cases as oudined yesterday. The 
Presidency blessed me before leaving, Pres Smith being mouth. Bp 
Nibley, J C Cutter and E P Ellison talked with me about Woolen 
Mills and I again told them the mills could not successfully run as 
now managed. The samples Dow has made will not sell in large 
quantities. The mill for at least three months has only made 
$10,000.00 worth of good and salaries alone have been more than 
that amount. . . . 

[Monday Nov 21/10] ... All talk about the Democratic land slide 
in the East. All expected it and the only results from the division 
in the Republican party. Allie and I went to Harold’s for dinner 
and spent the evening with him and Alice. Their apartments are 
furnished beautifully and they are so comfortable. 

[Saturday Nov 26/10] To-day the Football game between Army and 
Navy is played at Philadelphia. Lieu Hal Pearsen wanted Allie and 
I to attend but we did not care about it. I do not enthuse over 
football. . . . 

[Sunday Nov 27/10] . . . Mr. J Ellis Barker[,] an [e]minent writer of 
London called as I asked him to the day I left Salt Lake[,] having 
met him in the President’s office for a few minutes. I took him to 
dinner with me and we spent the whole afternoon together. He is 
a very interesting man and is in America to study political condi- 
tions and also the Mormon question. . . . 

[Saturday Dec 3/10] ... I called on the President this morning and 
found a great many callers there. He talked over conservation mat- 
ters with Sen Clark of Wyo and myself and expressed a hope that 
we would get some legislation passed allowing the development of 
coal fields in Alaska. Also water power sites settled by lease by Gov- 
ernment or my bill transferring them to the states with certain re- 
strictions. . . . Had Gov Spry to lunch and with Senator Sutherland 
we discussed the Utah political situation and what we thought the 
coming legislature should do. The coal situation has made it almost 
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imperative that a Public Utilities Commission should be created. 
The railroads must reduce the price or a commissioner must be 
appointed. It has gone so far I believe we will have to create a Com- 
mission and I think it will be a good thing. ... I took the Gov with 
me to meet the President. After our meeting and a short talk the 
Gov withdrew and I talked over the political situation with the 
President. I told him the only way in my opinion we could win two 
years from now would be for him to be a straight Republican. He 
would get no help from LaFollette as he wanted to be President 
himself and I also thought Cummings did also. . . . He could per- 
haps do something with Borah, Jones of Washington and what are 
known as near Insurgents. I told him he should get a new Chair- 
man of the National Committee and begin a reorganization of the 
party. I would be one of a hundred men to give a thousand dollars 
to begin the work. Also establish a publicity bureau here in Wash- 
ington and see that a weekly letter is furnished every Republican 
newspaper in the country. We needed a campaign of education 
and the papers and magazines straightened out. . . . 

[Sunday Dec 4/10 J . . . Sent a message to President Smith relative 
to the position our people in Mexico should take in the present 
Mexican revolution as suggested to me by Mr. Clark of the State 
Department. . . . 72 

[Tuesday Dec 6/10] In the Senate the Presidents message was read. 
It was a long one and in most respects a good one but I did not 
like the statement on the recent Tariff Bill for it was in the same 
vein of apologizing for some of the rates he has offered in the past. 
There is not a good feeling among the Republicans for Taft and 
most of them consider him a vacilating President. 7 He is trying to 
unite as he puts it all factions but it is useless to try to harmonize 
with LaFollette and his like for LaFollette wants to be President 
and is playing to that end. . . . 

72 Smoot monitored conditions in Mexico over the next ten years, partly out of 
political considerations but mostly out of concerns for church members and their 
property, as didj. Reuben Clark. 

73 Theodore Roosevelt left a legacy of charisma, energy, and progressive think- 
ing that Taft, by nature and by disposition, could not continue. Smoot, ever the loyal 
party man, rallied to improve the president’s image and policies. 
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[Thursday Dec 8/10] ... I met Wm Beer and rode home with 
him in an auto. He told me of Heber Grants recent visit to 
New York. Grant had a letter of introduction to him from R 
W Young telling him he wished to talk to him on very impor- 
tant business. He told Beer that he was there to see what was 
the best policy for the Mormon people to follow regarding 
their support of Roosevelt or Taft. He volunteered the informa- 
tion by much discussion that they would support Taft for 
Roosevelt was an ingrate. He wanted to know what standing I 
had in Washington and what people thought of me. Beer 
lauded me as he usually does going so far as to say there was 
only one man in the Senate today whose opinion on public 
matters was thought more of and recited to him the wonderful 
way I carried myself during the fight made against me and 
when he concluded he was dumbfounded to find out that his 
remarks were very distasteful to Grant and while he was telling 
him he noticed his face was as rigid as iron and an expression 
of displeasure in the way of a sneer followed quickly after his 
recital. He told Mr. Beer I did not represent the will or ideas 
of the Utah people and it would not be long until there would 
be a sickening thud heard that would end my career in Wash- 
ington. That I had Lorded it over the people long enough and 
they were getting about ready to have a Democratic legislature. 
He did not say he would be the Democratic Senator but Beer 
gathered from his remarks that he could be if he wished. Beer 
had also heard from other sources remarks he made that did 
me no good. He then said he was to look into the Anti Mor- 
mon articles that had appeared in Pearson’s magazine. Beer 
told him that the articles were paid for and if the Mormon 
church wanted them stopped or other articles in their place 
they could secure same by paying 1000.00 per month more 
than the parties were paying for the Anti Mormon articles. 
Beer thought I ought to know the bitter feeling against me by 
Heber J. Grant. This he gave to me in confidence. 

[Friday Dec 9/10] . . . Sen Crane called at my office and we had a 
long talk over situation politically and the action of President Taft 
with the Insurgents. We all think he is humiliating himself by send- 
ing for them for consultations and even pleading with them the 
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papers say. The President is again considering Geo Sutherland for 
appointment on the Supreme Bench. . . . 74 

[Saturday Dec 10/10] I held a number of conferences with Aldrich 
and Crane on appointments for the Supreme Court. Last night the 
President decided not to appoint Gov Hughes 73 Chief Justice and 
also to appoint [Van] Devanter' 1 ' as Associate Justice. Aldrich is in 
favor of Sutherland but the President received a letter from some 
one home stating Sutherland was a fine man but was not qualified 
for the position on the Supreme bench. Aldrich said he could not 
tell me who wrote the letter but it was a man friendly to Suther- 
land^] and the President decided to appoint Van Devanter instead 
of Sutherland. I pressed him for the name and stated I could tell 
him if it was from a friend or an enemy and more than likely give 
the reason for his statement. ... I saw Sutherland and told him 
what was said and he could not imagine who it was. I met Sen 
Oliver and he told me yesterday Taft told him he could not appoint 
Sutherland on account of information he received from Utah. I de- 
cided to ran it down and find out if possible the man. I went up to 
Aldrich’s office and told him I decided not to go to Taft as he sug- 
gested and [as] I had thought over the letter about Sutherland I 
could think of only three men in Utah that would write such a let- 
ter. (Aldrich told me it [the letter] was a beautiful tribute to Suther- 
land as a man and claimed to have been a partner of Sutherlands 
and knew he was not fitted for the place.) They were E B Critchlow, 
Parley L Williams andjudge Howet. Aldrich then told me the letter 
was from Parley L Williams and came as an answer to a letter to 
Judge Levitt of U[nion], P[acific]. R[ailwa]y. I explained to Aldrich 
that Williams was a bitter Anti Mormon and was a partner of Suth- 
erlands about 25 yrs ago and I wanted the President advised of 
these facts. We all agreed if President should change his mind 
about appointing Van Devanter on account of his having acted as a 

74 An appointment eventually made under the Harding administration in 1922. 

75 Charles Evans Hughes (1862-1948) was later appointed Chief Justice, serving 
in that capacity from 1930 to 1941. In the interim, he ran for president in 1916, los- 
ing to Woodrow Wilson. He served as Secretary of State under the Harding and 
Coolidge administrations. 

7b Willis Van Devanter of Wyoming served on the Supreme Court for twenty- 
six years from 1911 to 1937. 
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Judge in the Stand oil cases that are now before the Supreme Court 
we would go in a body and request Sutherlands appointment. 

[Sunday Dec 11/10] I told Geo Sutherland of the letter written 
by P. L. Williams to Mr. Lovett of the U P Road that was used 
against him. I wrote a letter to Pres Smith relating conversation 
of Grant to Wm C Beer during his recent visit to New York. 


[Monday Dec 12/10] This morning Pres Taft sent in his nomina- 
tions for Supreme Court and Commerce Court. Gov Hughes 
was not appointed Chief Justice as most people expected. Asso- 
ciate Justice White 77 was appointed Chief Justice and Van Devan- 
ter of Wyo and Lamar™ of Georgia associate Justice. Some of the 
Republican Senators were not satisfied with the appointment of 
White as Chief Justice as he is a Catholic, a Democrat and an 
exconfederate soldier. . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 13/10] David Eccles and C W Nibley and wife arrived 
in Washington last evening. They are here to see what can be done 
in the way of making a settlement with the Attorney General in 
the cases against the Oregon Lumber Co and criminal cases 
against David Eccles. . . . 79 

[Thursday Dec 13/10] I went with Eccles and Nibley to discuss the 
cases against Eccles and Oregon Lumber Co. We had a very satis- 
factory meeting. I ask[ed] the Attorney General 80 to have a good 
man sent out to Oregon and make a full examination of the cases 
with a view of getting at the facts and not as [the] original exami- 
nation [which] was made to convict if possible and [to] begin suit 
on the slightest evidence. 1 told him what the Company and Mr. 
Eccles had done for the Eastern part of Oregon and they were 
running mills and employing men and not holding land for ad- 


77 Edward D. White of Louisiana served eleven years on the bench from 
1910-21. 

78 Joseph R. Lamar of Georgia served five years from 1911-16. 

79 Nibley and Eccles were on-again off-again partners in the lumber business in 
Oregon. Legal problems with the U.S. Forest Service arose when Eccles bought up in- 
dividual homesteads and tied them together to obtain large tracts of harvestable tim- 
ber lands. This was in violation of the 1862 Homestead Act and the Timber and 
Stone Act of 1878. 

80 Charles J. Bonaparte. 
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vance on the timber. The Attorney Genl promised to have Mr. 
Townsend make the examination and also suggested that Eccles 
and Nibley think over the case and be prepared to make some offer 
to the Government for settlement. . . . Nibley and I left for New 
York on midnight train to make a loan if possible of $700,000.00 
for the Utah Hotel Co. . . , 81 

[Wednesday Dec 21/ 10] . . . Bp Nibley returned from New York and 
tells me he did not make the loan but was promised it at 5% by the 
Equitable Life Ins Co providing the church would endorse the 
note. . . . 

[Saturday Dec 24/10] Received a telegram from Ed H Callister ad- 
vising me thatjackling had resigned as President of Herald-Repub- 
lican and in letter of resignation gives as reason that he does not 
control the policy of the Paper which was guaranteed him by lead- 
ing directors. That well authenticated report says Jackling has se- 
cured control of the Tribune and Jesse Knight of Telegram. Looks 
like fight on Sutherland. Will keep me advised by wire. I do not 
believe the report is correct for Jackling did not intend to buy the 
Tribune before leaving for Arizona and trade could not be made 
since his return. Wrote a long letter to Pres Smith and one to Gove 
Spry. . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 27/10] . . . Harlow told me he was going home. He 
did not want to stop here very long. Wanted a job out home and 
was going to get married next June but I tried to get him to stop 
here until I went home in March but he would not do it. I was in 
hopes he would and I would then get him ajob in one of the Whole- 
sale Grocery Co’s and buy him some stock and get him started off 
right. I do not believe he will make a success in buying and selling 
grain in Preston. 82 He will not take my advice and I have almost 
given up hope of his settling down to work. I guess experience is 
the only way he will learn. His mother cannot tell him anything. 

[Wednesday Dec 28/10] Harlow decided not to go to Utah. We were 
pleased with his decision. 


81 The Hotel Utah was Utah’s finest hotel and was built and operated by the 
LDS church. 

82 Smoot’s premonitions were correct. 
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[Thursday Dec 29/10] . . . The magazine articles are no doubt hav- 
ing some effect on the present move to return a large number of 
our immigrants. A great deal of the trouble is caused by allowing 
young women to emigrate to Utah with no one with them and 
some time no relatives in Utah."’ 

[Friday Dec 30/10] . . . The War Department decided it had no oc- 
casion to interfer with the figures to be placed on the silver service 
to be presented by the State of Utah to the Battleship Utah. Ob- 
jection having been made to the Temple and BY monument being 
among the designs on the Service. 84 I had the Utah people at my 
home. About 60 were present. We had music recitations and speak- 
ing. Served refreshments and each one had a present given them 
from the Christmas tree. . . . 

[Saturday Dec 31/10] . . . The tribune certainly has changed its radi- 
cal policy of personal abuse for the last few days. I notice it and it 
[is] so marked I have written to the Governor to find out if he 
knows the reason. . . . 


83 Immigration officials still blocked single Mormon women in order to protect 
them from becoming polygamy victims in Salt Lake City. 

84 For the problems in getting the Battleship Utah launched, see Michael S. 
Eldredge, “Silver Service for the Battleship Utah: A Naval Tradition under Governor 
Spry,” Utah Historical Quarterly 46 (Summer 1978): 302-18. 
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[Tuesday Jany 3/11] . . . Cable 1 wanted to know why it was that all 
mormons wanted to go to Utah or near by States, why they did not 
go to all parts of the US like other immigrants if there was not an 
organization to encourage and assist immigrants to Utah. I ex- 
plained to him that Mormon people believe in Vicarious work for 
the dead and that was done in a temple and that was one reason 
why members of the church wanted to go to Utah. They also heard 
of the advantages over conditions in Europe and they also desired 
to be where they would be able to attend their meetings regularly 
and be with people who believe as they do. We talked over recent 
magazine articles against the Mormons and I explained their pur- 
pose. I also told him of some of our beliefs. He promised me he 
would take up the question with Immigration Agents at different 
ports and stop any indecent questions. He was glad to hear the 
other side of the question. . . . 

[Monday Jany 9/10 [sic]] In the evening I was at Speaker Cannon’s 2 
home to dinner. About 40 more present. I sat at the left of the Speak 


1 Commissioner George Cable of the Immigration Office. 

2 Republican congressman Joseph Gurney Cannon (1836-1926) of Illinois, or, 
as he was called, “Uncle Joe,” was speaker of the House from 1903 to 1911. During 
this period he was one of the most powerful figures in Washington, though he was 
shorn of some of his power late in 1911 by Democrats and insurgent Republicans. 
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and Champ Clark’ at his right. I spent a delightful evening as the 
Speaker related his personal experiences during the early political 
life of A. Lincoln in his election as President of the United States. 

[Tuesday Jany 10/1 1] I am 49 years old today. Went to work at usual 
time and found a great many callers wanting to talk to me about 
legislative bills etc. . . . Allie, Harold and wife Brownie and I went 
to the reception at the White House. A great crowd but all seemed 
to enjoy themselves. The young people danced in the east room. 

[Wednesday Jany 11/11] . . . Arranged with Attorney General to 
have the U.S. District Attorney at Portland Oregon come to Wash- 
ington and with him a representative of the Oregon Lumber Co. 
& David Eccles decided upon the lands illegally acquired by Ore- 
gon Line Co. and the[n] made a . . . settlement of suits against 
them by payment for land. Rolapp returned home. 

[Friday Jany 13/11] . . . Reached Joint Resolution of Borah’s pro- 
viding for the election of U.S. Senators by direct vote of the people. 
Some discussion and demonstrated that it will pass the Senate if a 
vote is secured or amendments not made to it to make it objec- 
tionable to the Democrats. There is not party loyalty anymore. No 
leader the Republicans will follow and Taft seems to be unable to 
get the party together. He is neither a Regular or an insurgent. 
Both sides finds fault with him. 

[Saturday Jany 14/11] . . . Allie and I attended the reception given 
by Mr. & Mrs. John R. MacLean at 9 o’clock. Most beautiful home 
in Washington and furnishings cost millions of dollars. Most beau- 
tiful tapestries in United States. The ballroom perfect. About 800 
present. Gorgeously gowned women. Dancing the order of the eve- 
ning. The reception was given in honor of Miss Helen Taft. 

[Sunday Jany 15/1 1 ] Zella is eleven years old today. ... I called on 
Senator Aldrich and found him in very poor health. His nerves are 
all upset and he leaves for Georgia tomorrow at 1:40 p.m. for a 
complete rest with hope of recovery. . . . Sen. Aldrich told Norton 


3 Democratic representative James Beauchamp (Champ) Clark (1850-1921) of 
Missouri. In the following year he was Woodrow Wilson’s leading opponent for the 
1912 Democratic nomination for president. 
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to tell the President if he wants that kind of a Commission that I 
would get it through the Committee and Senate better than any 
other member of the Finance Committee. Sen. Aldrich looked to 
me as a tired out man and I am afraid he will never completely 
recover. 4 5 6 In the evening meeting was held and a goodly number 
of people present. The speakers were Bro. Clark of Tooele, R. W. 
Young, 0 and myself. 

[Monday Jany 16/11] [My daughter] Anne K. is eighteen years old 
today. . . . Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Riter and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. 
James H. Moyle and Dr. Bower’s wife and child arrived in Wash- 
ington. The Riters and Dr. Bowers spent the evening with us. 
Moyles did not come out on account of his feeling still held from 
the last campaign. 1 * 

[Wednesday Jany 18/11] . . . Had the Utah visitors to dinner with 
exception ofjas H. Moyle. He claimed through his wife he could 
not come on account of being out of city but I think it was because 
he did not want to come. In the evening I took them all to the 
theatre to see the opera called The Chocolate Man. 

[Thursday Jany 19/11] [My son] Ernest is nine years old today. . . . 
Ed Callister, W. D. Candland and Robert Anderson arrived last 
evening for purpose of securing if possible a modification of or- 
ders reducing the number of sheep on the Manti Forest Reserve. 

. . . arranged a meeting with the forester and with Callister, Ander- 
son and Candland and met with Henry L. Graves, the Forester, 
and A. F. Potter, the Asst. Forester at 10:30. Asked that no reduc- 
tion of permits for grazing sheep upon Manti Reserve be made this 
year and gave reason why. Taken under consideration and will an- 
swer tomorrow. 

[Sunday Jany 22/11 ] ... Was at office for two hours and boys went 
to dinner with me. After dinner I took them to the art gallery. . . . 


4 He died a few months later in New York City. 

5 J. Reuben Clark and Richard W. Young. 

6 The political difficulties between Moyle and Smoot only exacerbated over the 
years. Although the primary problem was political, it extended into other spheres as 
well such as the Moyles seldom attending the Sunday meetings held in the Smoot 
home. 
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[Sunday Jany 29/11] A cloudy dull day. I was at the office until 2 
o’clock p.m. trying to catch up with my mail and office work. Allie 
and Harold went to Baltimore to Conference. Returned after af- 
ternoon meeting. Allie and Harold both spoke at afternoon meet- 
ing. Had a number of callers in the evening. 

[Tuesday Jany 31/1 1] . . . In the Senate I secured an amendment to 
the Rivers and Harbor Bill for a survey of the Jordan River to as- 
certain its feasibility for navigation . . . 

[Friday Feby 3/11] Called on Secy of State Knox and read him a 
letter I received from A. W. Ivins giving an account of conditions 
in our colonies in Mexico and calling attention to the murder of 
several members of our church. He told me if I would give him the 
names he would wire to the nearest consul to make an examination 
and report to State Dept, for action. I wired Geo. F. Gibbs 7 for 
names and residence. . . . 

[Sunday Feby 3/11] I went to the office and looked over mail and 
answered a few letters. Brownie decided to go home and I had to 
get a check cashed at Hotel to give him money to get home on. . . . 

[Monday Feby 6/1 1] . . . Senator Lodge 8 made a wonderful and pow- 
erful speech in the Senate against the Election of Senators by the 
direct vote of the people. . . . We gave a dinner in honor of Horace 
Whitney and his Bride Miss Rhea Nibley. . . . 

[Tuesday Feby 7/1 1] . . . Polled Senate on Sutherlands amendment 
to Borah’s resolution to amend the constitution so as to elect U.S. 
Senators by direct vote of the People and find the amendment will 
be adopted and Democrats threaten if it is they will vote against 
the Resolution. It is evident the Resolution will not pass. In the 
evening Allie and I took Mrs. Hamilton to a reception at the White 
House also Mr. and Mrs. Horace Whitney. . . . 

[Monday Feby 13/1 1] . . . Senator Bailey 9 occupied the day after 2 

7 George F. Gibbs was the secretary to the First Presidency. 

8 Henry Cabot Lodge (1850-1924), Republican senator from Massachusetts 
from 1893 to his death in 1924, was one of the more powerful senators in Washing- 
ton. He was a staunch conservative on almost all issues. 

9 Democratic senator Joseph Weldon Bailey (1862-1929) of Texas. 
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o’clock in defending Sen. Lorimer 10 and Committee report. The 
galleries were packed and he made a great speech. I will not vote 
to ruin a man’s life on the testimony of a gang of thieves and liars. 

. . . The Canadian Reciprocity treaty has caused a great split in the 
Republican party and a sullen and bitter feeling towards Taft. 

[Tuesday Feby 14/1 1] ... In the evening Allie and I [were to] attend 
the dinner party at the White House. There were seventy-four sat 
down to the table. I had for my partner Mrs. Champ Clark. She is 
not considered a very bright woman. The flowers used for deco- 
rating the table was all yellow. I was second to the right of the Presi- 
dent. After dinner the President took Dalzell, 11 Champ Clark and 
myself through the living rooms of the White House. The room 
where Lincoln signed the emancipation proclamation is now used 
for a guests bedroom. . . . 

[Thursday Feby 16/11] The President telephoned me last evening 
to call at the White House as he wanted to see me about 10 o’clock 
this morning. I called and Senators Root 12 and Lodge there. We 
spent considerable time with him discussing the Canadian Reci- 
procity Agreement. I called his attention to several things that 
should be changed and one in particular. ... I told the President 
1 would vote to get the agreement out of Committee but every 
faculty God had given me told me it was one unwise measure po- 
litically and nearly all in Canada’s favor. . . . 

[Friday Feby 17/11] . . . The direct vote on Senators was discussed 
all day. Borah tried to force night sessions but failed. The Wash- 
ington Post called me up about the receipt of anonymous letter 
threatening me if I persisted in passage of the provision changing 
the engraving of notes and drafts and checks from hand presses 


10 Republican senator William Lorimer (1861-1934) of Illinois was elected in 
1908, and, after commencing his term in 1909, charges were brought against him 
“that corrupt methods and practices were employed in his election, and therefore the 
election was invalid.” The hearing continued through the next year, and in July 1912 
he was excluded from the senate. Smoot had obvious sympathy for his ordeal. 

11 Republican representative John Dalzell (1845-1927) of Pennsylvania. 

12 Elihu Root (1845-1937), Republican senator from New York from 1909-15, 

served as Secretary of War under McKinley and Secretary of State under Roosevelt 
and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1912. He wielded tremendous power in 
the Senate. 
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to power presses. I told the reporter to pay no attention to it as I 
had not. The Cosmopolitan Magazine in its March issue has the 
first of a series of Anti-Mormon articles by Lewis. 13 Life has another 
article also. Causing some talk. 

[Monday Feby 20/ 11] .. . David Eccles and C. W. Nibley arrived with 
their attorney Zerubbabel Snow. Held a meeting at my home in 
the evening and discussed the situation and what amount to offer 
the Attorney General as a settlement. They agreed to make an offer 
of 25,000.00 but I am positive the Atty. General will not accept it. 
We will arrange for a meeting tomorrow with Atty. General. Pres. 
Taft called me at the White House to discuss the Canadian Reci- 
procity Agreement. . . . 

[Wednesday Feby 22/11] . . . Senator Lorimer began speaking few 
minutes after one o’clock and concluded quarter past five. The 
galleries were packed as well as the floor of the Senate. About 100 
members of the House came over and nearly every Senator was in 
his seat and remained their until Lorimer finished. I never saw a 
larger crowd present. Senator Lorimer made a remarkable speech 
full of human pathos. It was delivered in a dramatic way and sur- 
prised everybody. No more remarkable speech was delivered in 
the Senate since I have been a member. He won many friends. I 
could not help but shed tears while he was relating his early expe- 
riences in life and hundreds of others doing likewise. . . . 

[Thursday Feby 23/1 1] ... In the evening David Eccles took us all 
to the Theatre to see Crane in the Minister to Calibay. No good 
and a waste of time. 

[Tuesday Feby 28/11] Washed and went to Senate restaurant for 
breakfast. The Democrats held their caucus and could not agree 
so we proceeded with business. It was agreed to adjourn and meet 
at 11:50 a.m. in order to allow a vote on the Constitution Amend- 
ment for the election of U.S. Senators after the reading of the jour- 
nal of Feby 28th. The vote was called and was 54 for and 33 against. 
I voting in the negative and Sutherland in the affirmative. Amend- 
ment defeated not receiving 2/3 of the votes cast. ... I did not 


13 Alfred Henry Lewis. 
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sleep last night and did not eat anything today. Was awful tired. 
Adjourned about 7 o’clock until 1 1 o’clock tomorrow. I received 
the congratulations of many of the Senators. 

[Friday Mar 3/1 1] I did not get to bed until 5 o’clock this morning 
and had to get up at 8 o’clock as Senate opens session at 10 o’clock. 
The day was spent in passing appropriation bills. . . . Took a recess 
a little after 7 o’clock until 9 p.m. and run until 5:05 in the morning. 
I have had but a few hours of sleep this week. At 5:05 a recess was 
taken until 7 o’clock a.m. Trying times and considerable feeling in 
Senate and House. 

[Saturday March 4/1 1 ] I was on hand at 7 o’clock with but few Sena- 
tors present. I have an awful headache Senator Owen 14 decided 

to prevent the passage of the New Mexico Statehood Bill unless 
Arizona was admitted at same time and would not allow Post Of- 
fice, Sundry Civil and Navy appropriation bills to pass. ... I was 
with the President for some time in his rooms and he with his cabi- 
net congratulated me on the work I accomplished this week and 
expressed surprise at my leadership. We had to turn the clock back 
about 30 minutes. The President signed the last appropriation bill 
just before 12 o’clock. ... I was completely exhausted and when I 
finished talking with the President and Cabinet members the Presi- 
dent told me to go home and go to bed. I did so. . . . 

[Sunday Mar 5/11] ... I was at office and answered a great many 
letters. The report of yesterday’s proceeding in Congress was com- 
plete in morning papers and no such conditions ever prevailed 
before during the closing hours. I was pleased with the final result 
for we accomplished every thing I told the President we would with 
the exception of the Tariff Board Bill. . . . Held meeting in evening 
and speakers were a young missionary from New York office, a 
Bro. Snow from Idaho, Jos Howell Reuben Clark and myself. 

[Tuesday Mar 7/11] Called on the President. . . . Secy, of Interior 
Ballinger resigned today and the President selected Walter L. 
Fisher of Chicago to fill his place. The President expresses his opin- 
ion of the crusade against Ballinger in a letter and his regard for 


14 Democratic senator Robert Latham Owen (1856-1914) of Oklahoma. 


Ballinger. 1 ’ It was a splendid tribute to a man and a rebuke of the 
muck raking magazines. . . . Received a telegram from Pres. Smith 
asking me to go to New York and arrange for a loan of $500,000.00 
for the Utah Hotel Co. and the church would guarantee the loan 
if necessary. I wired him and asked if 5% was the best rate I could 
secure whether I should close loan at that rate. 

[Friday Mar 1 0/1 1 ] Arrived in New Y ork at 7: 1 6 a.m. Had breakfast 
at Depot. Ben Rich met me there and he took Allie up to the mis- 
sion house. I went to the office of the Equitable Life Insurance Co. 
to make arrangements for the loan of half million for the Utah 
Hotel Co. . . . The executive Committee met at eleven o’clock and 
agreed to make the loan on the following terms. Make the loan to 
the Hotel Company with church guarantee. Rate 5%— time 5 
years[,] with privilege of paying at any interest period after first 
year 50,000.00 or all of it. Money to be transferred at any time 
company calls for it. . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 14/11] . . . arrived at Salt Lake at 9:35 a.m. Chloe 
met us at train. I was not in the house ten minutes until 1 had 
callers and the telephone began to ring. Made many calls on 
business men during the day. Held a long meeting with the 
Presidency and presented my views on the present situation on 
the new polygamy cases and the sentiment of the leading men of 
the country. The immediate cause of the renewal of the discus- 
sion of this subject is the many magazine articles on the mormon 
question charging a return to the practice of polygamy by the 
church members. I again insisted that the only way the church 
can clear its self is to handle every new case of polygamy and 
remove [polygamists] from any position in the church. The 
church or church authorities cannot or will not be believed as to 
their sincerity in abolishing polygamy if men [are] violating the 
rules and[, after] promising] that it should cease[,] are sus- 
taining polygamists] as officers of the church, such as Bishops 
and Presidents of Stakes, etc. They seem to think that the fact 
that the church has not approved or sanctioned the marriages it 
cannot be held responsible for them. Many of them were author- 


15 Richard A. Ballinger’s fight with conservationist Gifford Pinchot proved an 
embarrassment to Taft. Ballinger offered his resignation to avoid further controversy. 
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ized by President Cannon. 11 ’ The Presidency seem to be fearful of 
results on members of church if a wholesale action is taken. I am 
of the opinion non-action will have a worse effect especially 
upon the young people. I reported on result of my visit to New 
York and arranging for a loan for Utah Hotel Co. of half million 
dollars and terms of same. It was decided best for the church to 
make the loan direct and purchase the Hotel Bonds as it would 
fall to them to do so, other stock holders refusing to subscribe 
for the bonds. I wired to Vice President W. A. Day of the Equi- 
table Life Insurance Co. New York asking if they would loan the 
money to the church with 600,000.00 of the Utah Hotel Co. 
bonds as security at same rate and terms as agreed upon with 
me while in New York. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 16/11] [My son] Harold’s birthday. We wired him 
congratulations. I returned to Salt Lake City on Rio Grande Ry. 
Attended meeting of Quorum at Temple 10:30 a.m. I prayed in 
opening and Lund in circle. Present the Presidency, Lyman, Grant, 
Smoot, Penrose, Whitney, McKay, Ivins, andjos F. Jr. In my report 
I took up the question of Anti Mormon articles in magazines and 
advised that they should be answered. F. J. Cannon was to take the 
lecture platform against the mormons and he ought to be discred- 
ited by letting the American people know his tone of life and char- 
acter. It was agreed that I could take up the question of an article 
for publication in some of the leading magazines on the life of F. 
J. Cannon and I suggested it be written by L. Ray Armstrong. The 
church should make an answer and I will try and have the Associ- 
ated Press carry it in full. I again called the question of new polyg- 
amy cases up for consideration again told them of the danger to 
the church of holding men entering into polygamy since the mani- 
festo in office and stated it was my opinion that we should drop 
them from all positions where people are asked to vote for them. 
If we do not do so we cannot convince Pres. Roosevelt or the 
American people that we are honest or sincere. I spoke of the letter 
of Pres. Roosevelt’s to Isaac Russell that he expects to publish in 
Colliers magazine in connection with an article he is preparing as 

16 See D. Michael Quinn, “LDS Church Authority and New Plural Marriages, 
1890-1904,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 18 (Spring 1985): 9-105. 
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an answer to Cannon’s articles. I am in doubt as to the wisdom of 
it for we know there have been new cases. Attending board meet- 
ing of ZCMI. Report shows trade not so good as a year ago. With 
Ed Callister called on the Presidency and discussed the Roosevelt 
letter to Isaac Russell and both of us impressed upon them with 
as much force as we could the necessity of dropping men who have 
entered into polygamy since the manifesto. No other data will an- 
swer. We looked over the Stake authorities and found there was 
not over 14 or 15 in office and by the removal of a President of 
Stake in some cases we removed three. This is the case in Davis 
and Granite stakes. Allie and I took dinner with the Nibleys. We 
talked over the advisability of Harold going into the Salt business 
with Joe and Merrill Nibley. 1, 

[Friday Mar 17/11] Received a telegram from Equitable Life Ins. 
Co. stating they will make the loan to the church of half million 
on terms we agreed upon while I was in New York. As I will not 
be here the President sent for C. W. Nibley and asked him to look 
after details. I took him to call on Varian and told Varian [that] 
Nibley would attend to details of loan. I wired acceptance of loan 
on terms agreed to. ... I told Ed Loose 18 he ought to sell stocks 
and get out of debt even if he had to sell at a loss. 

[Saturday Mar 18/11] I took the Rio Grande train at 7:50 a.m. for 
Provo. Susa Y. Gates is 55 years old today and she gave a part[y] 
at her home in honor of Allie and myself. There were present some 
thirty persons among them Pres. Smith and Aunt Edna. . . . Pres. 
Smith referred to my work at Washington in the most commend- 
able terms. 

[Monday Mar 20/11] . . . Took lunch with Bp Nipley and decided 
to let Harold buy 20,000 shares of the Saltair Salt Co. and I would 
sign note with Harold for the money. . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 21/11] . . . Made arrangements for the employment 
of Ariel Cardon by the Victoria and Grand Central Mining Cos. 


17 These were sons of Charles W. Nibley. 

18 Colonel Ed Loose, close friend and business partner of Smoot, frequently 
tried the senator’s patience with his financial portfolio. Smoot’s bank in Provo held 
many of Loose’s loans unsecured. Loose’s insolvency had severe repercussions for 
Smoot twenty years later. 
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In case of John R. Twelve’s death he and Preston Peterson will do 
all the work for the different mining Co’s we are interested in and 
divide the pay. I so told Ariel and Chloe and they were happy. He 
will go to Provo at once and help out and they will live in our home 
for the present. Guy Eldredge 19 came from Tacoma to see me 
about selling his interest in the life estate of his mother. He wanted 
$10,000.00 for it. 1 do not care to buy it at present and so told him. 
He is owing some 15,000.00 and creditors are crowding. He also 
wants to go into the berry box business but I do not feel like signing 
any more notes for him. . . . After dinner I met Gov. Spry, Ed 
Loose, and D. C. Jackling at the Alta Club and discussed the po- 
litical situation of the City and County over the new bill creating 
a commission form of Government for Salt Lake [which] was 
signed yesterday by the Governor and we considered [the] best 
way to prepare for the campaign this fall. We also considered the 
question of men to run for the offices. We all agreed we must have 
the best men possible. Business men of ability or the laws would 
prove a failure. It was late before we concluded our conference. 

[Wednesday Mar 22/11] ... Ed Callister and I called on President 
Smith and told him we had decided to have Mr. Brown of the Her- 
ald-Republican write the article on life of Frank J. Cannon for pub- 
lication and if it was not satisfactory we would have L. Ray Arm- 
strong do it with Brown’s letter as basis of facts. This was agreeable 
to him. I told Ed again I wanted him to get out of debt and I pro- 
posed to help him. I took Victoria stock at 125 per share for the 
note of 15,000.00 and interest he was owing me and gave him 
$10,000.00 for 20,000 shares of Gold chain mining Co. stock. I did 
not care to do so for an investment but simply to assist Ed in getting 
out of debt. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 23/1 1 ] Beautiful weather all day and train run on 
time. On the train I met a Mr. Birge of St. Louis, former President 
of the American Hardware Assoc, and a large manufacturer of 
hardware. His wife was with him. They were a fine couple. Mr. 
Birge sold goods to ZCMI ever since it was organized. Visited Utah 


19 Guy Eldredge was Smoot’s brother-in-law whom Smoot aided on a number 
of occasions only because of Allie. This financial assistance was unrewarded. Eldredge 
made a series of financial blunders that cost Smoot dearly in future years. 



III. 1911 


in 1866. Sold goods to Hooper and Eldredge and Eldredge 2 " and 
Clawson. Knew most of the old timers. Was present at the inter- 
view between Eli Perkins and President Young shortly before his 
death. He is preparing a history of his early experiences and a great 
part of it will be personal contact and knowledge of the Mormon 
people. He crossed the plains and fell in with a number of our 
immigrant trains. He remembered the time when ZCMI was in 
financial trouble and H S Eldridge’s visit east to arrange for exten- 
sion of time. He knew the people and assisted in getting the credi- 
tors to accept the Co’s notes payable as he remember[ed] it [at] 6, 
12 and 18 months. Every note was paid on time. We had a very 
pleasant time talking over the early history of our people. Mr. Birge 
visited Utah in 1869. 

[Saturday Mar 25/1 1 ] Train left Pittsburgh 40 minutes late and run 
into Washington 20 minutes late. We arrived at 5 o’clock and 
Harold and all the children met us. I went to the Senate Barber- 
shop and had Sims wash my hair and shave me. The boys in the 
office report the magazine articles are having a bad effect. . . . 

[Friday Mar 31/1 1] I sent a long telegram to Geo F. Gibbs for Presi- 
dent Smith on effect of the Anti Mormon magazine articles and 
expressing my opinion as to what must be done with men holding 
positions in the church that have married in polygamy since the 
manifesto. See copy of telegram. Sent in cipher but translated copy 
filed with cipher telegram. . . . 

[Saturday April 1/11] I did not get any sleep last night and feel 
rather drowsy. Called on the President and had a talk with him on 
organization of the Senate and also the Mexican situation. 21 He 
handed me all the official correspondence. I read them all and 
certainly approve of the President’s action in sending the troops 
to the Mexican Border. He will not intervene if there is any way to 
escape it. Our troops will not go into Mexico without the action 


20 Horace Eldredge, Smoot’s father-in-law. 

21 Unrest in Mexico caused President Taft to amass 20,000 troops to the Mexi- 
can border in a show of force. Mexican dictator Porfirio Diaz became increasingly be- 
leaguered by revolutionaries seeking to overthrow his government, which occurred 
on 25 May. The moderate liberal Francisco Madero became the new president the fol- 
lowing November. 
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of Congress. . . . Allie poorly all day. Received an answer to my 
telegram of yesterday. 

[Sunday April 2/1 1 ] The Presidents 22 answer was a disappointment. 
He does not understand the feeling of the people. The country 
will not accept excuses and they will not consider new polygamy 
cases in any other light than bigamist marriages and will not con- 
sider it humiliating a man to punish him for the same. It is evident 
no action against the persons taking polygamist wives before 1904 
will be taken. If there is another investigation I do not know how 
present position will be justified in face of the testimony given in 
my case before Senate Committee. We are in a bad position for 
an examination or investigation. 

[Wednesday Apr 5/1 1 ] Called on the President and we discussed the 
question of protests made by ministers and others against the Gov- 
ernment accepting the Silver Service given by the State to the Bat- 
tleship Utah providing Pres. Brigham Youngs figure [which] is on 
one place. The President assured me he would take no notice of 
the protest. . . . 

[Friday Apr 7/11] Received a cipher telegram from President Smith 
stating he would read at conference this afternoon an answer to 
the charges made by the magazines and asked me to have the As- 
sociated Press instruct their local representative to secure synopsis 
of statement of about 1200 words and have it published in papers 
generally. I called Mr. Elliot Associated Press Representative . . . 
He took it up with Melvin Stone over the telephone. . . . 

[Saturday Apr 8/11 ] Was busy with callers and answering letters. 
Pres. Smith wires me he will not make answer to magazine articles 
at conference until Sunday and wants me to arrange with Associ- 
ated Press to carry a synopsis of statement of 1200 words. I wired 
Melville Stone Mgr New York asking him to do so. Received answer 
as follows: “Cannot promise but will have synopsis brought in here 
as special and will see what can be done.” I wired Pres. Smith ac- 
cordingly. 

[Monday Apr 10/1 1] . . . I went home about 6 o’clock and was chilly 


22 President Joseph F. Smith. 
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going home. Shortly after getting home I was taken with chills and 
I never had such a time. It was impossible to get warm or stop 
shaking until between 1 1 and 12 o’clock. The poison from my fin- 
ger had gone up my arm and was very sore. My stomach was com- 
pletely upset and I had an acute attack of indigestion was in pain 
all night and got no sleep. The Doctor was with me and gave me 
some medicine and dressed my finger. I did not take an opiate. 2 ’ 

[Tuesday Apr 1 1/1 1] I felt awful this morning. No sleep, awful pains 
in my back and bowels and every bone in me so sore could hardly 
stand to be touched. The Doctor thinks it Ptomaine Poisoning. I 
think it is an awful billious attack. My head ached but not like I 
used to have sour stomach. I did not sleep all day. The doctor de- 
cided to give me a dose of calomel after I had been taking milk of 
magnesia during last night and today. He also gave me some pow- 
ders to ease the pains in my stomach and back. I got to sleep under 
the influence of powders about 12 o’clock. I spent a most miserable 
day. Senator Crane spent some time with me in the evening. 

[Wednesday Apr 12/ 11] The calomel worked my bowels and was not 
so sore as yesterday. I could not eat anything to speak of. In the 
afternoon I ate a poached egg but it distressed me awful. I had a 
great deal of gas on my stomach. 

[Friday Apr 14/1 1 ] My stomach is not settled yet. Rested last night 
but not good. Had dreams every time I went to sleep. Sit up most 
of day. Ate fairly well. . . . 

[Saturday Apr 15/11] My head troubled me considerable during 
the night and had pains in my bowels. Dressed after taking a 
hot bath. At 11 o’clock took car and went to the office. Looked 
over a few telegrams. Called on Senator Crane and talked over 
situation. He was not very well. Had Sim’s shave me at Senate 
Barbershop. . . . 

[Saturday Apr 22/11] . . . Called on President to present Mr. Cun- 
ningham of Scotland, Mr. Stuart Kohn of New York, Anne K. and 


23 The diagnosis was blood poisoning. Commenting to his friend in Provo, he 
wrote, “I was about as sick as I ever was in my life for three days” (Reed Smoot to 
Joseph T. Farrer, 23 Apr. 1911, Smoot Papers, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham 
Young University, Provo, Utah). 
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Miss Amason of Logan. Had a talk with President about committee 
assignments and our decision not to recognize the insurgents as a 
group. The President approved of position. I told him if he wanted 
to be successful at next Presidential election he would have to take 
the aggressive side and not the defensive Fight and not make ex- 
cuses. Mr. H. Perry Robinson representing the London Times pre- 
sented a letter of introduction to me from Herbert Pitman Librar- 
ian to Congress. He is going to visit Utah to study the Mormon 
situation to report to the London Times. I had a pleasant talk with 
him on Mormonism. Gave him letters of introduction to Gov. Spry 
and President Smith. He tells me he is a brother of Phil Robinson 
who visited Utah in the 80’s and the Author of Saints and Sinners. 

[Monday Apr 24/1 1] . . . Called on Secy of Navy Mr. Meyer and told 
him the history of the design committee on silver service for Bat- 
tleship Utah. The DAR 2 ' delegation is to call on him and [will make] 
protests again at the likeness of Brigham Young being placed on 
it. I wired D. S. Jacklingf, the Utah] Chairman of [the] Design Com- 
mittee[,] to wire Secy, of Navy the personal [affiliations] of [the] 
Com[mittee,] whether [they] a[re] Mormon or non-Mormon[, 
also] The description of [the] pioneer monument to be used on 
service and statement for publication. The Secy wanted it— the 
newspapers say Cardinal Gibbons 2 ’ has entered his protest. The 
secy will do nothing about the matter. Senate in session but a short 
time. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 26/11] . . . The Secy of Navy sent his auto for me 
and we held a conference on Brig Young likeness on silver service 
for Battleship Utah. Was suggested that in connection with the 
Pioneer Monument some of the surrounding buildings be added. 
Great pressure was being brought against the likeness. I told him 
I would wire D. S. Jackling Chairman of design committee now in 
New York to come to Washington. 21 I would not agree to any 

24 Daughters of the American Revolution. 

25 Cardinal James Gibbons of Baltimore. 

26 The cry and hue was that an individual so un-American and reprehensible as 
Brigham Young should not have his likeness inscribed on any government vessel, let 
alone a battleship. 



change unless satisfactory to the committee. Republican caucus 
held at 3 o’clock p.m. 

[Thursday Apr 27/11] . . . Then called on the Secy of the Navy 
and told him Col. D. S. Jackling would be in Washington next 
Tuesday or Wednesday and we would call him in relation to 
protest on design of Silver Service. McCormick thought it an 
outrage and so told the Secy. Anne K. started for home. Mrs. 
Schoff introduced a resolution at the meeting of the mothers 
[of] Congress today protesting against B Young likeness being 
placed on Silver Service. . . . 

[Saturday Apr 29/11] . . . C. W. Nibley arrived from Salt Lake on 
his way to NY to see about questions raised by the Equitable 
Assurance Co. relative to church loan of 500,000.00. A very 
warm day. 

[Tuesday May 2/11] “Brownie” is 20 years old today. Allie homesick 
and wishing to see him most of day. Received word from President 
Smith that the loan negotiated with Equitable Assurance Co. had 
been declined and would wire me reasons [in a] night message. C. 
W. Nibley went to New York Sunday evening and I wired him con- 
tents of President Smith’s wire. . . . 

[Thursday May 4/11] At 7 o’clock a.m. met Col D. C. Jackling and 
Mr. Jenny of Salt Lake City. Took them to my home for breakfast. 
Went [for] a ride through Rock Creek Park. At 11:30 took Jackling 
and John Elays Hammond to meet the Secy of the Navy on the 
question of protest. DAR and Washington Ministarial Association 
and others against placing the Pioneer Monument on one of the 
pieces of the Silver Service to be presented to the Battleship Utah 
by the State of Utah on account of the figure of Brigham Young 
being on the Monument. Secy Myers in first place showed a dispo- 
sition to disagree with Jacklings statement and conclusion and 
thought the protests ought to be recognized and that the Design 
Committee should not embarass the President by compelling him 
to decide whether the service should be accepted with the Monu- 
ment on one piece or not. He thought it [sh]ould be changed or 
the one piece with held. Mr. Jackling stood it as long as he could 
and stated that he did not propose to embarrass or humiliate [any- 
one but that] the State The Governor and the Design Committee 
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of which he was chairman [had approved it] and the Monument 
would be on the service and if the government did not wish to 
accept it as ordered they need not accept any of it. He was not 
going to allow a woman like Mrs. Chas Mostyn Owen 27 (a black- 
mailer) to misrepresent conditions and stir up a few women and 
ministers and then have the work of a committee that had been so 
careful in selecting design turned down on such representations. 
He said that 99% of the people of Salt Lake City would favor the 
Monument going on the service and it would do so or he would 
resign from the committee and have nothing to do with it. Such a 
question should never be raised. It was unjust to the non-Mormons 
of the state. The Secy said he was not in sympathy with the protest 
but was afraid of the agitation growing and involving the President 
and the Mormon church. I told the Secy what I thought of the 
whole affair and did not mince words. He felt better after we got 
through. John Hays Hammond was in full sympathy with our po- 
sition. We called on the President but did not mention the Silver 
Service nor did he. . . . 

[Saturday May 6/1 1] . . . Sen. and Mrs. Sutherland took dinner with 
us. C. W. Nibley reported what he had done about borrowing 
money for church. The Equitable Assurance Co. wanted to make 
the loan but did not wish to do so without showing some authority 
authorizing Jos F. Smith to obligate the church. They will make a 
personal loan with Bonds and church endorsement as security. 
Nibley wanted me to go to New York and arrange another loan 
somewhere else but I told him the proposition was alright and if 
necessary I would make loan with Pres. Smith and himself. He de- 
cided to go on home and recommend the individual loan. He left 
on the 1:30 B and O train. 

[Monday May 8/11] . . . David Eccles told me he had authorized an 
offer of 97,500.00 to the Government for a settlement of lumber 
suits against himself and Oregon Lumber Co. and others. 

27 Charles M. Owen was the Utah provocateur who helped fan the flames dur- 
ing the Smoot Hearings. He was since made famous by Mormon author Samuel W. 
Taylor who devoted his first chapter of Rocky Mountain Empire: The Latter-Day Saints 
Today (New York: Macmillan, 1980) to Owen, calling him the “Meanest Man in 
Deseret.” 
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[Friday May 19/11] Hearings on reciprocity continued. The day 
was so hot it was almost unsafe to go out in the middle of the day. 
W. H. King here for the purpose of finding out the political situ- 
ation. He wants to learn if possible the man that will be the Demo- 
cratic nominee for President. He like others believes Taft cannot 
be re-elected. In the evening went for a ride taking with us Mrs. 
Briggs[,] Allie’s dress maker. 

[Saturday May 20/11] Called to see President about Mexican situ- 
ation and read him a letter on the matter I received from the Presi- 
dency. He does not intend to intervene unless ordered to do so by 
Congress. He realizes the danger that Americans could be in case 
of our intervening. . . . 

[Monday May 29/11 ] I did not attend the hearings this morning as 
I had department work to attend to. I called on President Taft and 
asked him to visit Salt Lake next Sept, and if he would I would 
arrange to have the gathering of the old folks at Salt Lake City the 
day he would be there. I explained to him our custom of entertain- 
ing the old folks. I also told him he ought to go to Cal. . . . 

[Thursday June 1/11] . . . J. F. McKnight called and he suggested to 
me that he would like to be President of the church. He is a nephew 
of President Young and at present in Washington as a newspaper 
correspondent. His home is in Birmingham, Alabama. I will take 
it up with Pres. Smith. . . . 

[Saturday June 10/11] Called on President Taft and discussed the 
Reciprocity Bill. I told him I would do all I could to crowd it to a 
vote and get away from here as soon as possible. . . . Washington 
papers say Pres. Smith is to be subpeonaed by House Committee 
investigation [regarding] the Sugar Trust. 28 

[Tuesday June 13/11] Mr. Nunn arrived a[nd] we discussed a num- 
ber of questions he is interested in. He wants Brownie to put off 
marrying for one year from this fall. I believe it would be best but 
do not think Brownie will consent to postponement. . . . 

[Wednesday June 14/11] . . .John Henry Smith wired he would ar- 
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28 Joseph F. Smith was an officer in the Utah-Idaho Sugar Company. 
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rive here tomorrow and wanted to call on the Secy of Navy with 
the Commission to discuss the protest against the Silver Service. I 
had my Secretary take them around city. Asked them to take din- 
ner with me tomorrow. I presided over Senate for some time today 
and during the executive Session. I received a telegram from Thos 
R. Cutler asking me to see Chairman Hardwick 29 if Pres. Smith 
could not be excused from appearing before the House Commit- 
tee Investigating the Sugar Trust as Pres. Smith knew very little 
about the detail of the Sugar Co. and Cutler could give all the facts 
and was coming to appear before the Committee. I called on Hard- 
wick, found him a rather small man, a southerner and a man not 
about the ordinary. I handed him the telegram after reading it. He 
examined it. Asked me to let him take the telegram and present it 
to his Com in executive session tomorrow morning for decision. I 
feel positive he will not grant the request. . . . 

[Thursday June 15/1 1 ] Mr. Hardwick at his Committee meeting did 
not hold an executive session as promised but read Cutlers tele- 
gram to me and stated he was opposed to releasing Pres. Smith. 
He or his secretary gave out the United Press Asso. statement that 
I had written Hardwick a letter protesting against Pres. Smith com- 
ing and the Committee did not concede to my request but imme- 
diately subpeonaed him. The agent of the United Press Asso. tele- 
phoned me if I thought Pres. Smith would come and told of the 
report from Hardwick’s office. I told the Agent there was not a 
word of truth in the report, that I had written no letter to Hardwick 
nor made any request upon him. The Agent promised to correct 
the report so it would not be printed but did not do so. ... I wired 
to President Smith asking him if he desired John Henry Smith to 
remain here until he arrived. No answer came until after John 
Henry had left. I wired Mrs. Cutler Committee would not excuse 
Pres. Smith. 

[Friday June 16/1 1] . . . We had dinner beside family: Ida, 30 Mr. W. 
Radford Secy of Mr. Bryce the English Ambassador, 31 Preston 


29 Democratic representative and later senator Thomas William Hardwick 
(1872-1944) of Georgia. 

30 Ida Smoot Dusenberry was Smoot’s sister. 

31 Viscount James Bryce was a prominent British historian and statesman. He 
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Richards ' and Dr. Sunwald. Mr. Radford told me the Report made 
by Mr. Bryce to Lord Churchhill on the Mormon people and Re- 
ligion in America was one we need not be ashamed of. He told of 
their industry and the redemption of the deseret and the great 
irrigation systems. We need not fear any evil results from the re- 
port he remarked. 

[Monday June 19/11] Richard Young arrived from New York to 
meet Thos R. Cutler the latter having been subjoined as a Witness 
before the Sugar Investigating Committee of the House. Pres. 
Smith has not answered whether he will come or not without a 
subpoena. I received a long telegram and one addressed to John 
Henry in my care presenting his compliments and asking again to 
be excused. R. W. Young wired him and I joined in asking him to 
come without a subpoena. His action has caused a great deal of 
adverse newspaper criticism. . . . This the Silver Wedding day of 
Pres, and Mrs. Taft. Allie and I attended the Wedding Anniver- 
sary. . . The greatest reception ever held at the White House. . . . 

[Tuesday June 20/1 1] . . . The Investigation Committee have agreed 
to let Pres. Smith off on account of his health providing he will 
wire that he will come to Washington as soon as he is able. Senate 
today for four and half hours. Thomas R. Cutler arrived. He tells 
me Pres. Smith was mad about being asked to come to Washing- 
ton. He did not want to come. ” 

[Wednesday June 21/11] Received word President Smith decided to 
come to Washington leaving Salt Lake next Friday. His refusing to 
come without a subpoena has caused a great deal of newspaper 
talk and all unfavorable. . . . 


was most noted for his two-volume work The American Commonwealth, published in 
1888. His references to Mormonism were rather unsavory, highlighting its “peculiar 
institution and tyrannical imperium in imperio.” He later served as a popular ambassa- 
dor to the United States from 1907-13. His stay in America altered some of his percep- 
tions of the Mormon people. 

32 A life-long friend who married the daughter of Utah congressman Joseph 
Howell and, after obtaining his law degree, worked in the international law firm of J. 
Reuben Clark. He was a frequent guest in the Smoot home. 

33 Joseph F. Smith still smarted from the intense interrogation he underwent 
during the Smoot Hearings and wanted no more of government tribunals. 
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[Monday June 26/1 1] I met Pres. Smith and C. W. Nibley at Union 
Depot at 8:45 a.m. Drove direct to our home. Had breakfast and 
took auto and went direct to House office building where the 
House Investigating Committee was in session investigating the 
Sugar Trust. Pres. Smith was to testify before that committee. John 
D. Spreckels was on stand. We learned Pres. Smith would not be 
wanted until tomorrow morning and we left. Went to my office 
and talked over situation and position for President to take on the 
stand. I told President Smith I did not believe the committee would 
go into his private life. R. W. Young telephoned me from New 
York that he would come to Washington and wanted to talk to 
Pres. Smith before he went on the stand. . . . 

[Tuesday June 27/11] Took Pres. Smith, Thos Cutter, and R. W. 
Young also C. W. Nibley to Investigating Committee room for 
Pres. Smith to testify. 34 He went on the stand and made a very good 
impression. Was treated with due respect. Bp Nibley testified in 
the afternoon. I believe Pres. Smith’s visit will prove an advantage 
to him and the Mormon church. I induced him to submit to inter- 
views and he has made a good impression with the newspaper re- 
porters. I had to dinner Congressman Howell and a newspaper 
reporter Mr. Hall of Penn. He visited Salt Lake while my contest 
for seat in the Senate was on and made a splendid report of con- 
ditions. He was pleased to meet Pres. Smith again. The Secy of the 
English Ambassadore Mr. Radford called and I was glad of it for I 
wanted him to meet Pres. Smith. Quite a number of Utah people 
called and members of the church living in Washington. We had 
a few songs and some music. Pres. Smith and I called on President 
Taft at 10 o’clock according to arrangements I made this morning. 
We had a most pleasant visit. Pres. Smith enjoyed it immensely. 
We remained with Pres. Taft for 40 minutes and discussed the gen- 
eral situation in the Country. . . . 

[Wednesday June 28/1 1 ] Took President Smith to office at 9 o’clock. 
Had a great many callers. J. A. McKnight[, nephew of Brigham 
Young,] had a long talk with Pres. Smith. Senator Crane called on 


34 The church’s interest in the sugar industry, coupled with Smoot’s position on 
the Senate Finance Committee and his support of high tariffs and subsidies, gave way 
to charges of price-fixing. 
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me and met him. I took Pres. Smith and Mayor Breeden to call on 
Secy of War. The Secy was to talk to him about his appointment 
as Judge at Panama. The Secy of War was tied up in a meeting and 
could not see Breeden until tomorrow morning. Pres. Smith and 
I called on Secy of State Knox and found English Ambassador with 
him. Hence a short but agreeable meeting. We next called on Gen- 
eral Ainsworth. A most pleasant interview. Went back to Senate. 
Pres, met a number of Senators in marble room. ... A reporter of 
Washington Post interviewed President Smith. Among their 
things[,] in speaking of the false statements [that] the President of 
Church lived in regal splendor[,] I said President Smith’s family 
did not and that they worked harder than any wife had to. Allie 
took exception to the statement and made a remark that caused 
some feeling. It is the first time that I ever was so mad that I lost 
my temper. 

[Thursday June 29/11] C. W. Nibley returned this morning from 
New York. Was not successful in closing loan for church to finish 
paying for Hotel Bonds. ... I learned that the proposition submit- 
ted by U.S. Dist. Attorney at Portland in settlement of Eccles and 
Oregon Lumber Co. case was not acceptable to Interior Dept. Will 
be considered again in about 10 days. We had dinner at 5 o’clock 
and Pres. Smith was well pleased with his visit and witnessed the 
great change in public sentiment towards the Mormon people and 
remarked it was certainly remarkable. 

[Sunday July 16/11] Took B and O train with Chas Houser for 
Washington grove to administer to Mrs. Florence Taylor Houser 
the wife of Bro Houser’s son. She is a member of the church. It is 
20 miles from Washington. She is suffering with that dread disease 
tuberculosis. I was mouth in sealing the ointment and pronounc- 
ing the blessing. She is at a private Tuberculosis hospital. . . . 

[Monday July 31/11] Was at office early. Geo. D. Pyper called. 
He is here to make arrangements for a date for the Salt Lake 
Choir’’ to sing. All the theatres are fully booked and only avail- 
able place is the Convention Hall. I am afraid if held there it 
will be a failure. . . . 


35 The Mormon Tabernacle Choir. 
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[Monday Aug 7/1 1 ] David Eccles and C. W. Nibley arrived and I 
went with Nibley to see the 1st Asst. Secy of the Interior in relation 
to the Government suits against the Oregon Lumber Co. and a 
criminal suit against D. Eccles and others. We gave him reasons 
why the suit should be compromised. He took it under considera- 
tion. The compromise was recommended by the U.S. Attorney at 
Portland, Oregon and Attorney Generals office but refused by the 
Secy of the Interior. He will advise us of his decision before long. 
... In the evening I collected some figures for use of President to 
use in veto of free list bill if found necessary to do so. 

[Tuesday Aug 8/11] In Senate today Senator Owens’” speaking on 
the Recall provision in the Arizona Constitution made a bitter at- 
tack upon Senator Sutherland and the Mormon people. He re- 
ferred to Frank J. Cannon articles and I interrupted him and vig- 
orously denied the truth of the articles. It rather staggered Owens 
and I was complimented by a great many senators and the Vice 
President 37 in the way I handled the question. I had the sympathy 
of the senators and gallery with me. C. W. Nibley, Jos. Howell and 
David Eccles were in the gallery at the time but I did not know it. 
... I voted against Statehood bill as I am unalterably opposed to 
the Recall of Judges. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 9/1 1 ] Went with C. W. Nibley to see 1st Asst. Secy 
of the Interior Mr. Adams and explained to him the criminal cases 
against Mr. Eccles. He seemed to be feeling better than he did the 
other day. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 10/11] . . . Had a long talk with D. Eccles about set- 
tlement of his case. Will arrange for it if possible. . . . 

[Sunday Aug 13/11] Was at office until one oclock. . . . Mr. Whi- 
taker and wife called and I blessed their baby boy and gave him 
the name of Bruce. . . . Received telegram from Chloe telling me 
of the birth of her first child a boy and says his name is Reed Smoot 
Carden. Weights eight pounds. I wired the baby today copy filed 
with Chloe’s telegram. 


36 Democratic senator Robert L. Owen (1856-1947) of Oklahoma. 
37 James S. Sherman. 
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[Wednesday Aug 16/1 1] ... I received a telegram from Harold tell- 
ing me that Alice had given birth to a baby girl— Grandfather to a 
boy and a girl within one week. I am tired. 

[Sunday Aug 20/11] . . . Went for a walk between 5 and six oclock 
and at 7.30 took supper with Sen Crane. After supper Congress- 
man Lawrence 8 came in and we discussed the early history of Utah, 
the pioneers and what the Mormons believe in. 

[Tuesday Aug 22/11] Secured my ticket home and lower berth, al- 
though the Company had to put on an extra sleeper in order to 
accomodate me and others. . . . Every one wanted to get away. I 
left Washington by the Pennsylvania Road at 6:45 p.m. Congress- 
man Howell and quite a number of other Congressmen were on 
the same train. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 23/1 1] . . . Speaker Clark and I had quite a chat 
over the political situation. He stated that in his opinion I knew 
more about the tariff than any other republican. . . . 

[Friday Aug 25/1 1] It was clear and a little warmer in Western Wyo- 
ming. We arrived at Ogden at 2 oclock. Was met there by Ed Cal- 
lister, Jas H. Anderson and C. M. Morris. We talked over condi- 
tions while running to Salt Lake. Arrived at 3:15 p.m. Harold was 
at Depot with Auto and Allie. We went to the hospital to see Alice 
and our little granddaughter. The baby is not well. It can hardly 
breath as its little nostrils are nearly closed. We called on Pres. 
Smith talked with him and his Counselors for half hour. Gave an 
interview to the Herald-Republican. . . . 

[Saturday Aug 26/11 ] Spent the day at my office in the Bank. Had 
callers all day long. Did very little but listen to reports from differ- 
ent callers telling me condition of business, politics and religion. 
Every thing is dry and dusty. . . . 

[Monday Aug 28/1 1] . . . I took up the question of arranging a pro- 
gram for the entertaining of President Taft who will be here Oct 
5th as per telegram I received from Secy Hilles. . . . S9 Met Repre- 


38 Republican representative George Pelton Lawrence (1859-1917) of 
Massachusetts. 

39 Charles Hilles was the secretary to the National Republican Committee. 
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sentative Cameron of Arizona and with him met D. C. Jackling. 
We discussed the political condition of Arizona and assured 
Cameron that the mining companies would do every thing in their 
power to elect a Republican legislature. Our program was talked 
of and our interview was very satisfactory. 

[Tuesday Aug 29/ 1 1 ] Allie and I went to Dinwoody’s Furniture store 
and bought a baby carriage for Chloe. I met Representative 
Cameron and we called on President Smith and informed him of 
political situation in Arizona. Pres. Smith assured Cameron he was 
in hopes the election would be favorable to the Republican party 
etc. Cameron returned to New York and will report to Senator 
Penrose. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 30/11] Was busy answering letters and meeting 
callers. Allie and 1 left for Salt Lake at 4:34 R G train. Spent the 
evening at Susa Young Gates home. She gave a reception in my 
honor. About thirty present. Speakers were Chas M. Morris and 
Pres. Smith, Charly Morris gave an account of some of the things 
I had accomplished while a Senator. Miss Babcock recited a couple 
of pieces. A large fire broke out in C. R. Savage’s " 1 ware house. It 
was lucky there was no wind for the water mains were empty, no 
pressure whatever. The fire was confined to the warehouse. If a 
north wind had been blowing the greater part of the business por- 
tion of the City would have been destroyed. 

[Saturday Sept 2/11] . . . On arrival in Salt Lake I met Ed Callister 
and we called on Pres. Smith in behalf of the law firm of Stewart 
Morris and Bowman. I thought it was about time that some law 
firm outside of our democratic enemies ought to be recognized by 
the Church in its employment of legal counsel. 11 Will take it up 
with Bp Nibley and others. I took a party of eighteen to the circus 
in the afternoon, among them the Presidency and about five of 
President Smiths family, Ma Eldredge, Het’s boys, and Willie But- 
tle. Mr Ringling gave us the best seats in the Grand Stand also 


4(1 What remains of C. R. Savage’s collection is one of the finest examples of 
early frontier photography. 

41 One of the partners was Charles M. Morris, Smoot’s former secretary who at- 
tended law school in Washington, D C. 
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furnished us with fans. The Circus was a good one. Had a number 
of callers. At 7:10 we returned to Provo on R. G. 

[Tuesday Sept 5/11] Last Saturday after the circus we had Ralph 
T. Richards call at the house and make an examination of the 
growth on Allies left breast. Has pronounced a tumor the same 
as Dr. Stokes of Washington decided and it may be of a can- 
cerous growth and ought to be cut out at once. It would be 
necessary to remove her entire breast and perhaps the glands 
as well. This was an awful shock to us. To day I left for Salt 
Lake City on the San Pedro 8:30 train to see Dr. Richards and 
make arrangements for him to perform the operation. I met 
him at 2 oclock and he will operate Thursday morning next at 
10 oclock a.m. at the Latter Day Saints Hospital. He had re- 
served the best room for Allie and the most capable nurse. At 
5 oclock met Gov. Spry, Ed Callister, Joe Sharp, Judge Loof- 
bourow and Mr. Leatherwood. 42 We discussed the best way to 
handle the coming city election as far as the Republican party 
is concerned. Some want to have a convention called and nomi- 
nate a straight Republican ticket but I thought best that a citi- 
zen’s ticket should be put up and supported by the Republican 
organization. It was decided that at the meeting of the City 
committee to night no definite action should be taken. I re- 
turned to Provo on R G at 7:10 p.m. 

[Wednesday Sept 6/11] Allie is to be at the Hospital at 7 oclock 
p.m. We left for Salt Lake on the San Pedro at 10:59 a.m. It is 
quite cold to day and was last night. On arrival in Salt Lake Mr. 
Lawrence Green asked us to allow him to take us to Ma’s in his 
auto. We accepted his invitation. I asked him if he would not 
consent to run for mayor of Salt Lake on a businessmans ticket. 
He could not in his judgment do so as his company sold a great 
deal of sewer pipe and tile to the city and if he was mayor it 
would cause talk and no doubt criticism.” Allie and I called to 


42 Frederic C. Loofbourow and E. O. Leatherwood, prominent Republican at- 
torneys in Salt Lake City, would be elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, Loof- 
bourow in 1930-32, Leatherwood in 1920-30. 

43 The American party was still in power, and Smoot and church leaders 
wanted the anti-Mormons out. City politicians were then under scrutiny for conflicts 
of interest. 
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see Alice and the baby. The baby is growing nicely and looks 
perfectly healthy. We called on President Smith and he with 
John Henry Smith and myself blessed Allie before going under 
the operation to morrow. We went to the hospital at 7 oclock. 
Assigned to room 401. . . . This has been an awful day of worry 
for me. I went to bed early but expect but little rest. 

[Thursday Sept 7/11 ] After breakfast went to the Hospital and 
found Allie feeling fairly well. She did not rest very much during 
the night. The Doctors in attendance were Richards, Snow, Cham- 
berlain and Wilcox. Dr. Chamberlain commence[d] the adminis- 
tration of ether at 9:40 a.m. and at 9:50 Allie was under its influ- 
ence and they moved her to the operating room. At 10:05 Dr. 
Richards commenced the cut. It was decided it would be necessary 
to remove the breast. That was accomplished by 10:40 and Dr. 
Snow tested the tumor and found it beginning a cancerous growth. 
Reported at 10:50 and it was decided to remove the gland. It was 
done and wound sewed up by 11:15. It was an awful cut. Allie ral- 
lied from the operation fairly well. Was awful sick to her stomach 
... I called on the Governor in relation to coming City election. 
My idea of a non-partisan ticket will be adopted. The Herald Re- 
publican was to support that plan. . . . 

[Monday Sept 11/11] At 8 oclock left Salt Lake to examine the Provo 
Reservoir project of bringing water from Provo River to high lands 
in the northern part of Utah County and also into Salt Lake County 
by gravity and pumping from Utah Lake. The party leaving Salt 
Lake on San Pedro Ry consisted of Pres. Jos F. Smith, A H Lund, 
John H. Smith, Heber J. Grant, Francis Kirkham, and myself, also 
W. W. Armstrong, O. W. Beebe. We went by train to Pleasant 
Grove. Was met there byjos R. Murdock, J. B. Keeler, Wm Knight, 
S. L. Chipman and Fitzergald of Draper. There were four automo- 
biles to take the party over the project. We drove first to Provo 
Canyon to the intake. Had fruit from old Carter farm. Returned 
to Pleasant Grove and visited the Wadley farm and from there 
could see pretty well the line of the canal from mouth of Provo 
Canyon. Had the pleasure of gathering what grapes we wanted. 
They were excellent. We drove to mouth of American Fork Can- 
yon and saw the Utah County Power Co’s plant and the division 
of the American Fork river water to the three towns of Lehi, Am 
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Fork and PI Grove. We then drove off the bench lands to Lehi 
where we had dinner. Armstrong and Beebe left us at Lehi return- 
ing to Salt Lake by rail. We drove over to the Salt Lake County 
pumping plant at mouth of river Jordan and saw the pumps work- 
ing, pumping 700 acre feet of water. We drove to west side of Utah 
Lake to [the p]Iace where the water is to be pumped from the lake 
for the new project. A place just north of the old Beck ranch and 
not very far from mouth of the Jordan river. We then drove to 
point of the Mountain to where the water is to be syphoned across 
the Jordan river to a point along these lands and returned in Autos 
to Salt Lake City arriving at 6:30 p.m. It was a exceedingly hot day. 
The dust was awful. Spent evening at the Hospital. 

[Thursday Sept 14/11] Attended the meeting of Presidency and 
Quorum at the Temple. Present the Presidency, Lyman, Grant, 
Smoot, Hy M. Geo A. Smith, P. F. Whitney, J. F. Smith Jr. Lyman 
prayed in opening and I at circle. The question of who had taken 
the photographs of the interior of the temple for Max Florence 
now in New York. Florence had written to the Presidency and sent 
them a half dozen photos to show as a sample of the work he had 
and stating he had some over eighty of them. He wanted the 
Church to make him an offer for the plates and pictures in order 
to prevent them being shown by moving picture shows etc. It was 
a black mailing letter. Pres. Smith wired him he would have noth- 
ing to do with thieves or dealers in pilfered goods but would prefer 
to let the law take its course. I would not have answered the letter. 44 
Would have ignored it. President Smith tried to stop it but it had 
been sent. The senior manual of the YMMIA was considered. It 
was decided the contents was not of a character that should be 
taught to our young men as it was socialism of the modern type. 45 
The Deseret News was told not to print any more and the 2000 
sent out to the Association were ordered returned. We did not get 
out of meeting until 3:40 p.m. Immediately after meeting went in 
an Auto with Bp Nibley, Jos and Merrill Nibley and Harold Smoot 

44 See Gary James Bergera, “‘I’m Here for the Cash’: Max Florence and the 
Great Mormon Temple,” Utah Historical Quarterly 47 (Winter 1979): 54-63. 

45 Rumors circulated that B. H. Roberts helped prepare the manual. Unfortu- 
nately no extant copies are available to determine just how socialistic this manual 
might have been. 
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to the Saltair Crystal Salt Co at Garfield. The salt being gathered 
was first class. Their harvest will be about 8000 tons. Looks as if 
they would make some money this season. Spent the evening with 
Allie at Hospital. 

[Friday Sept 15/11] Held a conference with Guy S. Eldredge as he 
must sell his remainder interest in the Eldredge estate as he is heav- 
ily in debt. I told him I could not buy the whole of it but would 
buy 1/2 of it if Jos Eldredge would buy the other 1/2. He was to 
let me know what figure he would sell at and I was to see James 
Eldredge about it. The interest is heavier than he can stand. I do 
not see how he spent the amount of money he has for the last five 
years. I am on his notes for 7500.00 besides letting him have 
2500.00 from Provo Com’l and Savings Bk some three years or 
more ago. . . , 46 

[Saturday Sept 16/1 1] Attended to my mail. Was busy with callers. 
Bought a diamond ring for Allie to give her to morrow it being 
our 27th wedding day anniversary. Called on John B. Milner. 
Found him in bed suffering from a paralitic stroke. Could not 
speak. He was a pitiable sight. I gave him 5.00 to help him. Called 
on Hannah Tucker and expressed sympathy at the death of her 
mother. Asked her if she was getting along alright and if I could 
assist her in any way. She said she was doing fine. The boys were 
doing well. I returned to Salt Lake on San Pedro. Spent evening 
with Allie at Hospital Gave her the ring. She is doing fine. Presi- 
dent Smith called at hospital and gave Allie a blessing. 

[Tuesday Sept 19/11] I returned to Salt Lake on San Pedro train at 
8:17 a.m. On arrival went to Deseret Nat Bank and about a dozen 
men were waiting to see me. Some on politics some beggars among 
them W. N. Dusenberry 47 and others on business. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 20/1 1] At the hospital Dr. Richards cut open a boil 
on my neck. It was very painful. I believe it would have been best 


46 Guy and James Eldredge were brothers-in-law, and Smoot’s wife Allie shared 
part of the Eldredge estate with them. 

47 Warren N. Dusenberry was the first president of Brigham Young Academy. 
After relinquishing the school to Karl Maeser, he went into law and became a judge 
in Provo. He met a violent death four years later when his demented son killed him 
with an axe. 
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to have polticed it . . . Had lunch at Bp Nibleys. Attended a meeting 
of the YMMIA board at 5 oclock. The special business was the con- 
sideration of the years manual. There was a full attendance and 
the manual committee made a report after meeting with Thos 
Newell and listening to his objections. The report was in favor of 
the manual as printed. A long discussion followed and it was evi- 
dent a majority was in favor of the report. B. H. Roberts, B. S. 
Hinckley and Bro. Evans were the speakers for the manual and 
Thos Hall and myself against the lessons on public utilities. 48 The 
conclusions as made in the manual were in favor of Government 
ownership and in some cases Socialistic. Pres. Smith spoke against 
it and the motion made by H. M. Smith that the committee report 
be accepted was amended[;] motion of James H. Anderson that 
the President appoint a committee to rewrite the lessons on Public 
Utilities and report at an early date. H. M. Smith withdrew his mo- 
tion and Andersons motion was put and carried. Some members 
were angry and said it was the fight made by politicians. H. M. 
Smith was very mad over the results. I went to Hospital for a while. 
The boil on my neck very sore. 

[Thursday Sept 21/1 1] 1 did not sleep much last night. I went to the 
hospital and had Dr. Richards examine the boil. He washed and 
wrapped it with gauze. It was very painful. Attended meeting of 
Presidency and Quorum at Temple. Routine business attended to 
and it was decided to publish a book of Temple photos including 
all the rooms and give a history of temple building and work. I was 
appointed to attend the Salt Lake Conference next Sunday. The 
boil on my neck was most painful and I told the Doctor I was going 
to poltice it. I left Hospital and had Ma commence polticing my 
neck. I was sick and went to bed early but got no sleep. 

[Friday Sept 22/11] Reciprocity was overwhelmingly defeated in 
Canada yesterday. It was a great disappointment to President Taft 
and I was surprised. The cry of annexation was the cause more 
than any one other thing. The Conservatives have a majority in 


48 During the Progressive era, Roberts and others argued for public ownership 
of utilities to curb the abuses of private ownership. Smoot and Joseph F. Smith felt 
such suggestions insidious and did not want impressionable young minds to be misin- 
formed. 
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next Parliament of 51. I had a horrid night. Got very little rest. 
Spent most of the day in the house changing polticies about every 
hour. Had a number of callers. . . . 

[Monday Sept 25/1 1] At 9 oclock I met Mr. Wheller Secret Service 
man traveling in advance of the President completing arrange- 
ments and suggesting details for the protection of the President 
during his visit her[e] Oct 5th. We went to the Governor’s office 
and with the Governor, Sheriff Jos C. Sharp, Chief of Police Sam 
Barlow, U.S. Marshalljas H. Anderson and Dick Wedgemwood we 
went the proposed route of the President from the time he arrives 
in Salt Lake until he leaves. Every detail was arranged. ... At 2 
oclock attended a board meeting of the directors of the Herald 
Republican. The month of August was some better than a year ago. 
We have about 17,000 daily subscribers, and 29,000 Sunday. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 27/11] Ordered a prince Albert Coat and Vest 
from W. E. Stone and a business suit from Putnam. Stone had 
no cloth that I liked. Called on the Governor and discussed the 
coming city election and talked over Morrison and Leatherwood 
for candidates for Mayor on the citizens ticket. Either one would 
be acceptable to me. . . . Called on President Smith and re- 
turned home. I met C. W. Nibley and David Eccles on the ques- 
tion of the Government suit against him. I told him he had 
better leave for Portland at once and find out reason for calling 
case up before settlement of timber cases and let me know. I 
would take the question up with Attorney General if necessary 
on receipt of word from him. 

[Thursday Sept 28/11] Attended Quorum meeting at Temple at 
10 oclock a.m. Presidency, patriarch and Grant, Smoot, Hy M, 
Geo A, Penrose, Whitney McKay, Ivins and J F S Jr. were pre- 
sent. Penrose prayed in the opening and Ivins in the circle. I 
received no appointment for next Sunday. The question of em- 
ploying law firm of Stewart, Bowman & Morris was discussed 
and referred to the Presidency to decide the question. It was a 
beautiful spring morning. Allie’s nurse left last evening as she 
had no further use for her. . . . 


[Sunday Oct 1/11] Allie and I attended fast meeting at Temple at 
10 oclock. We both spoke for a few minutes. Pres. Smith spoke for 
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1/2 hour. Many others bore their testimonies. At 3 oclock met at 
Herald Republican office with a number of party workers and dis- 
cussed candidates for City offices. . . . 

[Monday Oct 2/11] At 10 oclock with Ed Callister. I called on the 
First Presidency and presented the report of the condition of the 
Herald Republican and the statement of business for the [y]ear 
ending Aug 31/11. It showed a gain of a little over ten thousand 
Dollars besides paying interest on bonds. The question of election 
of directors was discussed. . . . Officers elected were C. E. Loose 
Pres Wm Spry, Vice President, Directors Reed Smoot andj. E. 
Booth, A. L. Thomas and Ed Jenkins. J. E. Booth Treasurer and 
Geor Hale Secy. I went with Bp Nibley to seejas Geoghegan to see 
if arrangements could not be made for [my son] Harold to enter 
his Brokerage Business with a view of his following the business 
for the future. He was agreeable to it and wanted to talk over the 
question with Harold to morrow. Attended a meeting of the Gen- 
eral Committee for the entertaining of Pres Taft and went over 
every detail of program and it appeared arrangements were com- 
plete. I spent the evening writing my speech to be delivered at the 
Banquet of the Commercial Club in honor of President Taft. 

[Tuesday Oct 3/1 1 ] . . . Attended the Quorum meeting at 1 0 oclock. 
All present but Rudge Clawson. Each one spoke calling attention 
to conditions in the church and among the people that should be 
corrected, chief among them was immorality among the youth. . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 4/1 1 ] Meeting of Presidency and Quorum at Tem- 
ple at 10 oclock. Did not dress for Prayer. President Smith stated 
it was his opinion that the members of this Quorum should not 
advocate State wide prohibition. We should support the present 
law and see how it works out. We had at present time prohibition 
in nearly all the cities and settlements of the Mormons but it would 
bring trouble if it was attempted to enforce prohibition in Salt 
Lake and Ogden as well as some of the mining camps McKay, Hy 
M. and Heber J did not like it very well and made some objections 
but after some discussion it was voted unanimously not to work 
for State wide prohibition until some future time when the Presi- 
dent would decide it should be tried. The Sacrament was admin- 
istered and we adjourned about four oclock. . . . 
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[Thursday Oct 5/11] At 3 oclock this morning the night clerk called 
me and reported President’s train would arrive at 4:30. I told him 
to call us at 5:30 a.m. We went to depot and train dispatcher said 
President’s train would leave Ogden at 6:30. I told him I did not 
want the train to reach Salt Lake before 7:55 a.m. Time was 
changed to leave 6:50. ... I had with me a beautiful program of 
exercises to be held at the Tabernacle this morning, with the name 
of each member of the President’s party printed on one. . . . We 
arrived at Salt Lake at 8:05 a.m. A great crowd at depot. The pro- 
grame as agreed to was carried out and not a hitch during the day 
with the exception of attending the Concert at the Tabernacle after 
Banquet at Commerce Club. The President and party did not 
reach the Tabernacle until after the crowd at the Tabernacle had 
given up his coming. I think the Commercial Club deliberately pro- 
longed the Banquet to keep the President away from the Taberna- 
cle. The President was very much disappointed as well as all the 
others of the party. We went from depot to Utah Hotel and went 
to the President’s rooms. The magnificent Hotel was a great sur- 
prise to the President and his rooms were as fine as any in the 
United States. . . . The President made a great speech to the old 
people. The upper seat of stand was occupied by the President, 
Secy C. D. Hilles, Gov. Spry, Chas W. Nibley and myself. A most 
impressive meeting. Next went to Alta Club and had a fine lunch. 
Then to Fort Douglas, returned by South Temple and street was 
lined with men, women, and children. Went direct to Fair. Arrived 
on time. The President made a speech. At least 40 thousand people 
were present at Fair Grounds. Left Fair grounds at 4:45. Went di- 
rect to the Hotel Dressed for dinner given by Coml Club. We ar- 
rived there at 8:45 p.m. The dinner was a success. Speakers were 
O. W. Powers, Thos Kearns, the President and myself. I responded 
to the toast, “Our President.” We left Club for Tabernacle at 10:30 
and on arrival there found the people had given up our coming 
and left. We [went] direct to the depot and saw the President safely 
in his car. He thanked me for my speech, and was pleased with his 
visit: The President has made many friends. I was tired out and 
had a headache. A great day for Utah. 

[Friday Oct 6/1 1 ] First day of Semi-Annual Conference. Meeting at 
10 oclock at Tabernacle. A large gathering, the house nearly filled. 
The speakers at morning meeting were Pres. Smith and A. H. 
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Lund. I had an awful headache and did not eat any lunch. The 
after noon meeting was addressed by John Henry Smith, Heber J. 
and myself. I spoke for about 35 minutes. C. W. Nibley gave a din- 
ner at the Hotel Utah, present C. W. Nibley and wife, Harold and 
Alice, H. G. Whitney and wife. Rhea Whitney and husband, Allie 
and I. Had a fine dinner. 

[Saturday Oct 7/1 1] I had my secretary come to house and I dictated 
answers to pressing letters. The Governor called and we chatted 
over the action of Ed Callister and James H. Anderson toward him, 
also the attitude of Susa Gates. I will have to try and patch it up. 49 
Meeting at tabernacle at 10 oclock. Music was good and a good 
audience. The speakers were F. M. Lyman, Hy M. and Geo A. 
Smith. Had a talk with Susa about trouble between her and Gov. 
Spry. She has been influenced by Jas H. and Ed. 

[Sunday Oct 8/11] I have not felt well to day. My headaches and 
stomach out of order. Meeting at Tabernacle at 10 oclock overflow 
meeting in Assembly Hall. The Tabernacle was packed. There were 
about 200 heirs of Orson Pratt present and for 40 minutes O. F. 
Whitney spoke of his life and labors. A. W. Ivins also spoke for 
short time. After noon meetings were held in the tabernacle, the 
Assembly Hall and outdoor meeting. The Temple block was 
packed. Between meetings . . . the moving picture men have taken 
[photographs of] the Conference crowds [and] took pictures of 
President Smith, the Presidency, the Presidency and Quorum and 
myself. . . . 

[Monday Oct 9/11] . . . Priesthood meeting at 10 oclock. I spoke for 
awhile and warned people against purchasing wild cat stock and 
building lots . . . supposed to be near large cities. Cited cases of 
stocks bought by many Utah people that was worthless and city 
lots with no value. A great many of the brethren spoke. Bishop 
Nibley and I left the meeting to tell Harold and Alice who goes to 
Washington to day. Returned before meeting adjourned. . . . 
Judge Marshall decided the Herald Republican its editor and man- 
ager in contempt. We will appeal the case. Allie and I went to the 


49 Smoot did not totally succeed. In 1916 Callister came out strongly against 
Spry’s candidacy. 
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Reception given by the Presidency of Church to the Bishops of the 
Church at the Bishop’s Building. A large gathering present. . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 11/11] ... At 10:50 a.m. I took the San Pedro 
train for Salt Lake City. At 2 oclock attended a Board meeting of 
the Herald Republican at which the question of the contempt of 
Court case was discussed. It was left to Whitecotton to direct. 
We decided on the policy of the paper for coming campaign. 
Support neither the Business Men’s ticket or the Good Govern- 
ment ticket but appose the Bransford administration. After pri- 
maries to support the ticket that is opposed to Bransford. I did 
not approve of the attack on Heber M. Wells in this mornings 
issue and so told the manager and requested that personal at- 
tacks be discontinued. . . . 

[Thursday Oct 12/11] I left Provo on the San Pedro train at 8:25 A 
M. Meeting at Temple at 10:30 A M. All present of Presidency and 
Quorum with exception of Geo A. Smith and Rudger Clawson. 
John Henry 50 did not clothe. Penrose prayed in opening and Hy 
M in circle. Eva Grant was especially prayed for. Reports were 
made and John Henry reported our meeting and speaking at the 
Banquet of the Brotherhood Locomotive Engineers. He was par- 
ticularly pleased with the Presidents visit and his remarks. He was 
feeling well with exception of pain that catches him in the left nip- 
ple and darts from there to his shoulder blade and then leaves him. 
He suffers with it more at nights. . . . Had a talk with the Presidency 
about the purchase of the control of the Utah National Bank. The 
idea is to consolidate it with the State Bank of Utah. . . . 

[Friday Oct 13/1 1 ] The first thing I heard this morning was the 
sudden death of John Henry Smith this morning at 12:15 caused 
by hemorrhage of the lungs brought on by a severe spell of 
coughing. He was well as usual and retired at 10 oclock. His 
death caused a shock to the whole people. I left for Salt Lake at 
10:50 a m San Pedro train. I went direct to Presidents office on 
arrival. Found the death of his cousin and counselor was almost 
more than he could bare. Funeral will be held on Tuesday next 
at 12 oclock noon. . . . They wanted the Herald Republican to 


60 John Henry Smith. 
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come out and support the Good Government ticket as against all 
others as it was a republican ticket. I refused to have the paper 
do so and Gov. Spry and Straup agreed with me it would be a 
mistake to do so. We would fight the Bransford administration 
and uphold Good Government, and a clean city until after pri- 
maries and then supported the ticket opposed to Bransford. I 
called on President Smith and asked him to go with me to mor- 
row to Provo in an Auto, have dinner with me and return to City 
in after noon. He agreed to do so, I did it to get his mind off 
John Henry’s death and to get him away from the office. He is 
looking poorly and more than half sick. I called to see Geo A 
Smith. Found him in bed looking next to death’s door. His 
father’s death I am afraid will be more than he can stand on top 
of his present sickness. I telephone Allie to get dinner for Presi- 
dent Smith and party of six for one oclock tomorrow. I will 
remain in Salt Lake to night and make Auto trip with him to 
morrow. 

[Saturday Oct 14/11] . . . Called at the Presidents office and helped 
President Smith with his mail and as soon as he went through il 
the boys of John Henry called and we talked over arrangements 
for the funeral. F. M Lyman Heber J Grant and myself was ap- 
pointed to arrange the program for services at Tabernacle and at 
the grave. ... At 10.45 Pres Smith, Edna, Mary, James, Henry, 
Wesley Smith and myself left in President Smiths auto for Provo. 
It was a beautiful day. We expected to make the run in two hours 
but we had a puncture that delayed us about 30 minutes. ... I had 
supper with Pres. Smith. I believe the ride did Pres. Smith good. 
He looks better today than he did yesterday. 

[Monday Oct 16/11] . . . Called on D S Spencer of 0[regon] S[hort] 
Line R[ailwa]Y and made final arrangements for Presidents train 
to stop at Ogden, Brigham City and Logan. Agreed upon names 
of those to go tomorrow night in Col Jacklings car to Milford to 
meet the President there. Called to see President Smith and found 
him feeling much better. Spent balance of morning until 3 oclock 
with the Governor getting out a list of names to invite to a recep- 
tion to be given by Allie and I at the Utah Hotel. We will ask about 
900. Spent a short time in evening thinking of what to say at John 
Henry Smith’s funeral tomorrow. . . . 
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[Tuesday Oct 17/11] . . . At 10:30 AMI went with Pres F M Lyman 
to the home of John Henry Smith. His immediate family and rela- 
tives were there. We went in the house and looked at the remains. 
He did not look very natural. Pres F M Lyman offered a word of 
prayer before closing the coffin. Pres Smith and Lund arrived just 
before we were ready to leave for the Tabernacle. The Quorum of 
the twelve were the pall bearers, the ones carrying the casket were 
Reed Smoot, Hy M, Whitney, D O McKay andj F Smith Jr. At 1 1:55 
A M we left the house and arrived at the Tabernacle at 12 oclock. 
The Tabernacle was packed. The decorations were fine and flowers 
in profusion. Many non-Mormons were present. . . . The funeral 
line was a very long one, most of the carriages drawn by White 
horses. The casket was made of birdseye maple. It was all we pall 
bearers could do to carry the remains. Services at the tabernacle 
close at 2:25 PM.... With Col D C Jackling, Gov Spry, Congress- 
man Howell I left over the San Pedro Ry in Col Jacklings private 
car at few minutes after one oclock[, the] train being late for Mil- 
ford to meet Pres Taft and parly on his return trip. 

[Wednesday Oct 18/11] Our train was late nearly two hou[r]s and 
the Presidents train was about one hour and half late. ... I had a 
couple of hours talk with the President about the results of his trip 
and the political situation. . . . We discussed questions that the 
President is to recommend action on in his message or messages 
to Congress. He told me he thought he would send the usual mes- 
sage in first and Special messages on the Tariff, Conservation and 
Peace treaties. At lunch the President had with him, the Governor, 
Howell, Governor of Nevada and myself. We discussed the politi- 
cal situation in Arizona and Jackling felt sure the Democrats would 
carry the election with perhaps two exceptions. President was in 
hopes the election could be carried by the Republicans. We arrived 
at Salt Lake at 3:20 p.m. one hour and 10 minutes late. . . . Tom 
Kearns went along. He tried to monopolize the President. He 
brought a Mr. Hanley of Oregon on the train and he made himself 
a nuisance. He did not give the President a chance to visit with 
others. The President spoke at Ogden, Brigham City and Logan. 
A great crowd at each place. The arrangements at Logan were ex- 
cellent and the streets packed. We returned to Cache Junction and 
there left the President. Asked all the Utah people, including Tom 
Kearns to come into Special car and dinner was served for all. We 
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did not reach Salt Lake until 12.20 P.M. We had the O S Line train 
visit for us at Cache Junction. It was a most pleasant day. . . . 

[Thursday Oct 19/11] Meeting at Temple at 10 oclock. All present 
but Apostle Clawson, Jos F Smith Jr. Prayed in the opening and 
Pres Lund in the circle. I was appointed to attend the Liberty Con- 
ference. I attended the directors meeting of ZCMI at 3 oclock. I 
opposed the filling of the vacancy caused by the death of John 
Henry Smith. Mrs. Jesse W. Fox and Alice Smith called and asked 
my advice as to the propriety of the women selecting from all the 
tickets a ticket to be supported by the women. I told them not to 
agree to such a thing if proposed by the Women’s purity league. 
Agree only to vote for good men. . . . 

[Sunday Oct 22/1 1 ] Attended first session of Quarterly Conference 
at the Liberty Stake at 10 oclock held at the Assembly Hall. . . . 
speakers were Carl A Badger, Dr Pack, HughJ Cannon, Jos F Smith 
Jr. and I spoke for 20 minutes pleading for greater watch care for 
our children. 2nd Session was held at 2 oclock in the Tabernacle. 
... I spoke for just one hour on the subject of the Loyalty of the 
Mormon people to the Government of the United States. I never 
had greater freedom or spoke with greater power. At close of meet- 
ing many congratulated me. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 24/11] Susa Y Gates telephoned me that Pres Smith 
had not received an invitation to the [Republican Party] reception 
tomorrow night, nor had Tom Hull. I told her I would see to it as 
soon as I reached Salt Lake City. ... I called to vote for city ticket. 
Was refused because I did not vote two years ago at city election. 
... I learned that Iric Morgan skipped a whole page of names in 
sending out the invitations among them the General Authorities 
of the Church. I spent hours in reaching them and explaining how 
it happened and expressing the hope they would overlook the mis- 
take. The fact that it was reported that Pres Smith had not received 
his invitation was the thing that brought the mistake to my atten- 
tion. I agreed to go to founders day exercises tomorrow at BYU 
with Pres Smith. . . . 
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[Wednesday Oct 25/11] . . . We returned to Salt Lake City on San 
Pedro Ry leaving at 4:20 P.M. At 8 oclock with Allie and family 
went to the Hotel Utah in carriages. Saw that all details were ar- 
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ranged for the reception. In the receiving line were myself, Allie, 
Chloe, Aunt Mary Jane, Anne K and Ada Dusenberry, R Nibley. 
The guests began to arrive in numbers about 8:45. We stood in 
receiving line until a little after 10 oclock. About one thousand 
attended the reception. The arrangement were perfect and all felt 
at home. The dancing hall beautiful and the whole surroundings 
were elegant and most delightful. We served fruit punch. At 10:30 
the dinner room adjoining the Dance hall was opened and as fine 
a lunch served as I ever saw served at Washington. The music was 
good, the women were well dressed and men in different kinds of 
suits but mostly dress suits. All were made at home and it was uni- 
versally acknowledged to be the finest reception ever given in Utah 
hotel by Mormon and Gentiles. . . . 

[ Thursday Oct 26/11] ... I did not get to Quorum meeting at 
Temple until 12 oclock. Pres Smith and members of Quorum 
congratulated me on the splendid and perfect reception of last 
night. It was discussed considerable and all felt it had done a 
great deal of good. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 28/1 1 ] Yesterday Miss Marjore Paine Social reporter 
on the Herald Republican drowned herself in Utah Lake. This 
morning the Tribune published a letter she wrote to F E McGurrin 
ascribing as the reason for her rash act her illicit relations with 
Arthur J Brown Editor of the Herald Republican accusing him of 
the vilest of crimes. It has created a sensation and whether true or 
not will injure the Herald Republican. The letter looks on its face 
as a manufactured letter but the woman having killed herself it will 
be believed by the public unless Brown can disprove it. I tele- 
phoned to E H Callister asking him what there was in the report 
and he claims the girl was demented and it could be proven. The 
affair has made me sick. ... A board meeting was called to decide 
but I could not be present. If Brown is guilty I want him punished 
but if innocent I want him exonerated. He and Callister are both 
sure the woman was crazy and recited many circumstances to 
prove it. Her family think so. ... I am sick over the charges against 
Brown. 

[Sunday Oct 29/11] Chas M Morris, Ed H Callister and Gov A L 
Thomas called and reported findings in the Brown case. Brown 
has a statement in this evenings Herald Rep denying the charges 
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and the leading editorial expresses its belief in his innocence, and 
claims Miss Paine was crazy at the time she wrote the letter and 
committed suicide. Callister has collected a great deal of evidence 
and we told him to publish it all in form of interviews tomorrow 
morning. The affair has caused a great stir and I cannot tell what 
the effect will be. It is the most unfortunate thing that has hap- 
pened to the paper since we have owned it. The directors decided 
not to discharge Brown until something more definite is known. 

[Tuesday Oct 31/11] I left Provo on San Pedro Ry at 8:25 A M on 
my way to Washington, D.C. ... I went with Ed to see Pres Smith. 
Discussed the Paine-Brown affair and the successful outcome of it 
as far as the Herald Republican was concerned. The letter of the 
family published this morning must have settled the question of 
the girls insanity. . . . Had a long talk with President Smith over 
local affairs. 

[Wednesday Nov 1/11] . . . Was crowded with calls and spent some 
time with President Smith and Lund. Pres Smith promised me he 
would give the law firm of Stewart Morris and Bowman employ- 
ment as I requested. . . . 

[Sunday Nov 5/11] I left Washington on Penn Ry with Allie and 
Harold for New York at 11 oclock A.M. Preston Richards was on 
same train. It was a beautiful day. The country looked fine and the 
ride was rather pleasant. We arrived at New York at 4:15 P.M. We 
all went to the Imperial Hotel as the Governor and C E Loose were 
stopping there. We had assigned us a nice room. Met quite a num- 
ber of Utah people. After dinner Allie and I went with the Gover- 
nor to hear the Tabernacle Choir sing at the Hipodrome. We oc- 
cupied a box with the Governor, C E Loose, Keneth Karr, Heber 
J Grant and wife, Mrs. Geo D Pyper, Mrs. Owen, Mrs. A W 
McCune. The singing was excellent and greatly appreciated and 
every number was applauded but it was very slimly attended. Man- 
ager Pyper tells me the attendance has been very poor from the 
beginning. Scarcely paying Hotel expenses. Many of the Choir are 
feeling blue. Heber J Grant was told he could not make the pres- 
entation speech to morrow on the Battleship Utah presenting a 
Utah flag to the Battle ship by the Sons and Daughters of the pio- 
neers as flag was not ready and the Captain did not wish to have 
it presented by a speech until flag was ready. The Program could 


Shaping Public Image 


not be changed so as to allow Heber’s daughter Mrs. Young to sing 
the song “A flag without a stain.” Heber was not feeling well about 
these decisions. . . . 

[Monday Nov 6/11] At 9:30 am officer of the Utah called at the 
Hotel for the Governor and party. It consisted of the Governor, C 
E Loose, Mrs. A W McCune, Allie and myself. ... All visitors to 
the battle ship about 600 in number, passed the line. About 500 
Utah people were on the battle ship. The day was cloudy but the 
rain held off until the exercises were over. It poured down after 
the close of the presentation exercises. We all visited the different 
parts of the ship and it is certainly a wonderful battleship and the 
best one in the U S Navy today. . . . The Choir sang during the 
exercise the Star Spangled Banner and “Utah we love thee.” After 
the exercises lunch was served. The Choir had to leave at the close 
of the exercises as they had to sing at 2 oclock at the Land fair. 
Mrs. Bamberger 51 was exceedingly angry because no non-Mormon 
from Utah were asked to take part in the exercise. I quieted her 
down a little. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 7/11] . . . I did not get to sleep until after midnight 
as I received a number of telegrams from home giving results of 
election in Salt Lake City. The news was great for it recorded the 
defeat of the American party and the overwhelming election of the 
Citizens ticket. This should be the end of the American party. I 
sent a telegram to the Herald Republican as follows: I extend my 
congratulations to Mayor Park, every man elected on the Citizens 
ticket of Salt Lake City. Now for a cleaner better and greater city 
with graft and vice eliminated. The news was almost too good to 
be true. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 8/11] . . . The Governor and Loose stopped with 
us and after dinner we all went to Chases. The show [attendance] 
was only fair. They showed in the moving pictures, Pres Smith, the 
first Presidency Conference scenes, the Presidency and twelve, 
Pres Tafts visit to Salt Lake City. When the Presidency and twelve 
were shown there was quite an applause. 


51 Wife of future Utah governor Simon Bamberger. 
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[Sunday Nov 12/11] I spent some time at the office looking over 
the home papers. Mrs. Browne was with us for dinner. An awful 
wind and rain storm in the afternoon. I am afraid the Choir will 
have a very slim house as so few people know of its coming and 
prices are so high. 

[Monday Nov 13/1 1 ] Called on the President and asked him at the 
request of Pyper manager of Choir to allow the Choir to sing at 
the White House on their visit here next Wednesday. The Presi- 
dent will not be here until Wednesday evening as he has an en- 
gagement to speak at Fredrick. He will see Mrs. Taft and let me 
know what she decides can be done. He suggested perhaps they 
could arrange to have them sing in the evening. We discussed poli- 
tics, the Presidents trip, the legislative program for coming session. 
The President feels fine after his trip and greatly encouraged for 
parties success next year. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 14/11] Called at White House at 9:45. The President 
stated Mrs. Taft would be pleased to have the Tabernacle Choir 
sing at the White House tomorrow evening at 9 oclock. The Presi- 
dent will be back from Fredrick by 7 oclock. Mrs. Taft will ask the 
members of the Cabinet and friends to be present. We talked over 
politics awhile. The papers all gave notice of the Choir going to 
sing at the White House. About the first advertisement the papers 
have given them. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 15/11] The Choir arrived here at 9:40 A.M. They 
were to have a photo taken on the steps of the Capitol but through 
a misunderstanding did not do so. ... I arranged for all members 
of the Choir to be at the east entrance of the White House at 8:45 
p m sharp. Some were a little late. The President and Mrs. Taft 
received each member on their entrance to the East room where 
the Concert was given for the President, Mrs. Taft and their invited 
guests. There were about 65 present consisting of the Cabinet 
members and wives, the heads of the Navy and War departments, 
and a few close personal friends of Mrs. Taft. The concert com- 
menced at 9:20 and lasted for just one hour. The music and singing 
were certainly appreciated by all present. The applause was hearty 
and after the concert all were enthusiastic in their praises for the 
wonderful organization and its splendid singing. The Choir was 
served in the large dining room with refreshments. This has been 
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a great day for Utah and the Choirs visit has done much good. I 
wrote to President Smith giving him a short account of it. I had 
David A Smith 2 to dinner. I took a few of the Choir to the train in 
my Auto after the concert. The Choir left for Richmond on their 
Special train at midnight. It has been a hard day on Allie and my- 
self. I gave 20.00 for a box at the concert and had with me Allie, 
Harold and Alice Zella and Mrs. Bourne. The ministers of Rich- 
mond have past resolutions requesting the Mayor of Richmond to 
prevent the Choir from singing to morrow night on the ground 
that it is nothing but a Mormon propaganda. Nothing will come 
of it. 

[ Thursday Nov 16/11] The Washington papers gave splendid no- 
tices of the concerts. At the Columbis and the White House I hear 
a great deal of talk about it around the Capitol and Departments 
and all of it most favorable. . . . 

[Saturday Nov 18/11] I met H. J. Grant and daughter Mrs. Young 
at 7 oclock A M. They having arrived at that time from New York. 
Took them to our home. After breakfast had Harold spend the day 
with them showing the sights of Washington. I went to call on the 
President with them but the President was suffering from a cold 
and was not at his office. . . . 

[Sunday Nov 19/11] Spent the morning at the office looking over 
letters and reading home papers. Mrs. Davis was with us for dinner. 
We had a long talk on what the Mormons believe. With Mrs. Davis, 
Alice and Harold I went to the New National Museum. The 
Roosevelt 53 collection of African animals killed by him and son and 
presented to the Smithsonian Institute was opened for the public 
to see. We enjoyed the visit very much and I will spend some time 
there during this winter. . . . 

[Thursday Dec 7/11] . . . Received a telegram from the Herald Re- 
publican advising me that Chas W Penrose was appointed 2nd 
Counsellor to Pres Jos F Smith to fill vacancy caused by the death 
of John Henry Smith and that James E. Talmage was selected to 


52 Son of Joseph F. Smith. 

53 Theodore Roosevelt left on an African safari after leaving office in 1909. 
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fill the place in the Quorum of twelve made vacant by C W Penrose 
appointment to the Presidency. 

[Friday Dec 8/1 1 ] Wired my congratulations to C W Penrose and 
Jas E Talmage. . . . 

[Wednesday Dec 27/11] Called at the White House at 10 oclock. . . . 
I told the President I did not believe it would do him any good to 
appoint Fred T DuBois 34 a commissioner for the Panama Exposi- 
tion to be held at San Francisco Cal 1915. The President told me 
he had virtuely promised DuBois the appointment. I suggested he 
had better take care of him in some other place. I recommended 
Hoyt Sherman for a place on the Commission. . . . 


54 This appears to be Smoot’s revenge for the grief inflicted by DuBois before, 
during, and after the Smoot Hearings. 
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[Saturday Jany 6/12] I called on the President with Mrs J E Bam- 
berger 1 and daughter also W J Halloran, son and daughter. I ar- 
ranged for invitation for all of them for the White house reception 
next Tuesday evening. Harold spent the day with them showing 
them the city. In the evening I took them all with McBeth of Payson 
Allie and Anne K to the Columbia theatre. We had our Auto freeze 
up and had to get Johnsons. We had them all to dinner. Unusually 
busy at office during the afternoon. 

[Monday Jany 8/12] . . . Harry Joseph and wife arrived they leave 
on the 6:45 p m train. Talked over political situation at home. Re- 
ceived a long letter from President Smith and Penrose. 

[Tuesday Jany 9/12] Congressman Taylor 2 of Colo telephoned ask- 
ing if I could get James H Moyle 3 of Utah an invitation to the Re- 


1 Wife of Julian Bamberger, son of future governor of the state of Utah, Simon 
Bamberger (1916-20). 

2 Democratic representative Edward Thomas Taylor (1858-1941) of Colorado, 
well-known for getting the Taylor Grazing Act of 1934 passed during the New Deal. 

In reality, Utah congressman Don C. Colton (1920-32) was the author but could never 
muster enough support from Republicans (including Smoot) to pass the bill. Taylor 
took up the task after Colton’s loss in 1932. 

3 Moyle and Smoot were cool toward each other. On a number of occasions 
Moyle went through third parties to obtain favors from Smoot as he felt awkward in 
making personal requests. 
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ception at the White house tonight. I told him I would and did so 
and delivered it to Moyle at the Raleigh Hotel. Moyle called on me 
and said he was here to attend the Democratic Banquet held at the 
Raleigh Hotel last evening and the meeting of the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee. Also to assist the Wool Growers in securing pro- 
tection in the proposed revision of the Wool Schedule by a Demo- 
cratic House. I told him he could not assist in any way that I knew 
of. . . . 

[Wednesday Jany 10/ 12] l am fifty years old today. Enjoying the best 
of health and still like hard work. Received a number of telegrams 
of congratulations and many from Senators and people around 
the capitol. Met Senator Borah at the office of Secy of Interior and 
with him discussed the contests of land entries around Rexburg 
and St. Anthony Idaho by professional land jumpers. . . . 4 

Smoot pushed Borah into investigating illegal land transac- 
tions. 

[Sunday Jany 14/12] It was 7 degrees below zero early this morning. 
I was sick most of the night. Vomited a great deal and my bowels 
running off. Was very weak. I had to go to the office but could 
hardly stand. It moderated considerable but still very cold. Allie 
was very sick. Had a frightful headache. Had Harold, Alice and 
Mrs Nibley to dinner. 

[Wednesday Jany 17/12] The first meeting of Public Lands was 
held since my appointment as Chairman. Had twelve members 
present. Discussed the question of legislation providing for leas- 
ing the Government lands containing oil, coal, gas, phosphate, 
Iron with 75% of gross receipts being paid to the State in which 
such leases are made. We did not reach a conclusion. Such a 
proposition will be bitterly fought. Had lunch with Crane and we 
talked over the attitude of Postmaster Hitchcock towards Pres 
Taft and his announcement favoring the Government ownership 
of telegraph lines. Pres Taft was not advised of his intention of 
making any such public statement. Held a meeting with Senators 


4 This interest in Borah’s territory was for the Mormons flooding into St. An- 
thony, Ashton, Rigby, and Sugar-Salem after the turn of the century. Rexburg was 
well-established by Mormon colonists in the 1880s, with farming their primary 
livelihood. 
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Williams, 5 6 and Martin 5 and Doctors Young and Welsh on the 
establishment of a Dept of Health. I told them I would not favor 
it and it could not pass. Williams was bitterly opposed to it and 
Martin agreed with me we could not pass such a measure. I told 
them I favored a bureau on enlargement of Marine Hospital 
Service. Bp Nibley arrived and stopped at Harolds. 

[Sunday Jany 21/12] I went to the office and dictated a number of 
letters and looked over the mail. It is a beautiful day. After dinner 
went [on] a walk with Zella and Ernest through the park. Sen and 
Mrs Borah called in the evening. Held meeting. About forty pre- 
sent. Speakers were Geo C Parkinson, Jos Howell and myself. Had 
a splendid meeting. 

[Tuesday Jany 25/12] The Post published an article stating that 
[senators] Penrose Crane and Smoot would open headquarters for 
Taft Campaign and more than likely have Hitchcock resign as Post- 
master Genl and take charge. We have agreed to open headquar- 
ters but not to have Hitchcock take charge. C D Hilles will take 
charge if arrangements can be made to relieve him as Secy to the 
President. The article came from Sen Penrose and was unwise in 
my opinion. Senate adjourned until next Monday. I left Washing- 
ton at 4.45 p m for Baltimore to attend the banquet of the Mer- 
chants and Mfgrs Asso of Baltimore held at the Emerson Hotel at 
7 oclock. A special train was provided. ... I was applauded greatly 
in speaking on the Business Outlook. It was after one oclock before 
programe was completed. Made a great many friends. The Gov 
made a good speech. 

[Tuesday Jany 30/12] Attended meeting of Claims Committee. 
Had lunch with Crane and we discussed the opening of head- 
quarters and it was thought best to leave Hilles with the Presi- 
dent. Get some national character to take charge of headquar- 
ters and get some bright newspapermen to do the publicity work 
and have Hilles direct the work as much as possible. The whole 
day of the Senate was taken up in discussing the Bill creating a 
Childs Labor Bureau. . . . 


5 Democratic senator John Sharp Williams (1854-1932) of Mississippi. 

6 Democratic senator Thomas Staples Martin (1847-1919) of Virginia. 
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[Friday Feby 2/11 [sic]] Cold but clear. The ground hog saw his 
shadow. The Finance Committee met at 2 oclock. On my motion 
hearings begin next Tuesday morning on the Metal Schedule. I 
wired home to have some one here to testify on lead by 12th Feby 
if possible. Hearings on Printing Bill continued at 3:30 p.m. Allie 
and I went to dinner at Sen Cranes. About 15 there. Had a pleasant 
time. Uncle Joe Cannon and Sen Bob Taylor 7 told a number of 
funny stories. 

[Sunday Feby 4/ 12 ] Was at office until 1:30 P.M. Had a number of 
callers and looked over my mail. It was so cold we did not go out 
of the house after dinner. Meeting at 7.30. We had more present 
than we could get into the dining room. Speakers were a Bro 
Wooley returned missionary from Swiss and German Mission, 
John P Meakin and myself. 

[Sunday Feby 11/12] I was awful tired this morning. Had not been 
in bed this past week until after midnight. Director Ralph tele- 
phoned me he thought the plate printers would ask me to com- 
promise on printing backs of our currency. They hold a meeting 
of all the men today to decide. Was in the office until 2 oclock. 
Had to dinner Harold, Alice and Preston Richards. Went for a 
walk. Beautiful afternoon but cold. 

[Tuesday Feby 13/12] ... In the evening Allie and I attended a din- 
ner at the White House given in honor of the Speaker. There were 
present 58 guests. Allie was at the left of the President with Senator 
Briggs. 8 1 was at the left of Mrs. Taft. I had as my partner Mrs. Levi 
P Morton. 9 Had a pleasant time. Discussed the political situation 
with Mrs. Taft. 

[Wednesday Feby 14/12] ... In the evening Allie and I attended a 
dinner given by Miss Boardman. I took to dinner Mrs. Fairbank of 
Chicago. After dinner a large number of friends called. Ambassa- 
dore Reid and Genl Goethals were among dinner guests. Genl 
Goethals asked me to assist in securing legislation for Panama Ca- 


7 Democratic senator Robert Love Taylor (1850-1912) of Tennessee. 

8 Republican senator Frank Obadiah Briggs (1851-1913) of New Jersey. 

9 Wife of former Republican representative Levi Parsons Morton (1824-1920) 
of New York and later vice-president under Benjamin Harrison. 
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nal. Sherwood makes an attack on my pension bill in the papers. 
I will get support for the bill from the National Tribune the GAR 
paper. 

[Sunday Feby 18/12] I prepared a statement for the National Trib- 
une the G A R paper on my pension bill adopted by Senate Com- 
mittee on Pensions. Mr Mackleroy tells me the paper will indorse 
my bill. I held an interview with him and local representatives of 
the G A R the other day and explained the situation. Gave an in- 
terview for Oakland Tribune on Pres Taft. Had with us for dinner 
Congress[m]an Madden 10 and Mabel his daughter also Critchlow, 
Alice and Harold. Meeting in evening. Speakers were Missionary 
Clark C M Houser and myself. Had two strangers present. Much 
warmer and raining. 

[Monday Feby 19/12] John Q Critchow left for the South. He 
wanted me to become interested in the Cherokee Life Insurance 
Co of Georgia. He is working for that company and going to Cen- 
tral and South America to place some of its certificates. Hearings 
before Finance Com continued and I divided my time between the 
hearings of the Finance Com and the Appropriation Com. Sen 
Heyburn' 1 made a fool of himself in Senate today. I presided for 
a short time. Attended a dinner given by Senator Briggs. About 
twenty present. Quite a number of Mfgrs from New Jersey. . . . 

[Wednesday Feby 21/12] Miserable damp and foggy day. Hear- 
ings at Finance and Appropriation Committees continued. I 
spent some time in polling Senate on Stevenson case. The Na- 
tional Tribune the official organ GAR had an endorsement of 
my position on Pension Bills. O B Stewart of Salt Lake arrived 
last evening. Came to protest against addition to the Caribou 
Forest Reserve of Idaho. 12 My mail is getting larger each day 
and it is almost impossible to give it the necessary attention. 

[Thursday Feby 22/12] Hearings continued before Finance and Ap- 


10 Republican representative Martin Barnaby Madden (1855-1928) of Illinois. 

11 Republican senator Weldon Brinton Heyburn (1852-1912) of Idaho. 

12 Environmental concerns resulted in legislation to protect the national 
forests, this one on the Idaho-Wyoming border, causing conflict with livestock- 
mining interests. 
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propriation Committees. Senator Kern read Washingtons farewell 
address to Senate. Pres Tafts message was also read and Senate 
adjourned until next Monday. Held a number of conferences with 
me interested in the tariff question. Was to attend a reception at 
Reuben Clarks but Mrs Clark was sick and reception postponed. 

[Friday Feby 23/12] Divided my time between Finance and Appro- 
priation Committee meetings. I dictated letters until nearly mid- 
night. Answered a number of personal letters. Senator Cummins 
was disgusted with Roosevelt’s speech 13 at Columbus on the 21st. 
Sen Lodge was disappointed but told me he would not agree with 
his position on Recall of Judges and judicial decisions. 

[Sunday Feby 23/12] Was at office until 1:30. Looked over my 
mail. Beautiful day. After dinner went for a walk. Alice and 
Harold were with us to dinner. The baby is growing fine and is 
real cute. I was called up by phone a good many times asking me 
to express my opinion on Roosevelts statement to be made pub- 
lic tomorrow morning that he will accept the nomination for the 
office of President if offered him. I refused to express an opin- 
ion. I am not going to make a public statement criticizing 
Roosevelt. 14 

[Wednesday Feby 28/12] Hearings before Finance Committee con- 
tinued. Had a number of laboring men before us. At one oclock 
held a meeting of the Public Lands Com. I reported favorably the 
bill granting preferential rights to entrymen on reservated land 
taken under the enlarged Homestead Act. 15 Crane, Gallinger, and 
I took lunch in Cranes office. We discussed the political situation. 
We went to Whitehouse and held a conference with Pres Taft. The 


13 Theodore Roosevelt, running again for the presidency, delivered a strident 
speech in Columbus, Ohio, that alienated many of the wavering conservatives. Most 
analysts agree that this was a major campaign faux pas. See William Henry Harbaugh, 
Power and Responsibility: The Life and Times of Theodore Roosevelt (New York: Fai rer, 
Strauss and Cudahy, 1961), 419-22. 

14 Smoot agonized over Roosevelt’s candidacy. He knew he had to support Taft 
on principle, but the friendship and assistance extended by Roosevelt during the 
Smoot Hearings could never be repaid. Smoot was therefore hard-pressed to publicly 
hurt or criticize his erstwhile friend. 

15 This was a boon for many in eastern Utah in the Duchesne, Roosevelt, and 
Vernal areas. 
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President has made up his mind to veto all Tariff Bills where a 
repo[r]t of the tariff Board has not been made. We discussed the 
Wool bill and I told him we would not support a rate less than 200 
per pound on scoured pound or scoured wool content. Received 
a telegram that Ma Eldredge Chloe and baby left Salt Lake yester- 
day for Washington on the Los Angeles Limited. Will reach here 
Friday at 4:40 P.M. 

[Thursday Feby 29/12] Wired Aunt Em Wells 16 our greetings love 
and best wills for this her natal day. Attended meeting of sub Com 
of Appropriations and agreed upon the items in the District of 
Columbia Bills [that] added many items that [the] House cut out. 
Provided for the building of a cottage for the White girls reforma- 
tory school and changed the name to The National training School 
for girls. Sen Lodge made a speech on peace treaties. I gave notice 
that I would address the Senate next Monday on the Revision of 
the Printing laws. 

[Saturday Mar 2/ 12] l reached office early and dictated letters until 
one oclock. Senate at 2 oclock. I told Senator Martin Democratic 
leader that if this investigation of Republican Senators was to con- 
tinue I would see that investigations were made of a few demo- 
cratic Senators. The Governor of West Virginia had filed charges 
against the Senior Senator of Mo. and the Junior Senator Mr. Kern 
made charges against the Senior Senator of Indiana claiming the 
Breweries had purchased his election. Had a talk with Senator 
[Elihu] Root [of New York] on the same subject. While we were 
talking Sen Martin came over and we discussed the question and 
Martin was quite excited and protested against the investigation 
program for political purposes and would do what he could to stop 
them. Mrs N M Hamilton arrived this morning. We all went over 
to Harolds in the evening. 

[Sunday Mar 3/12] Was at the office until 2 oclock P.M. Mr. Beer 
and Ulman of New York called and discussed the plans furnished 
by Andrews of N. Y. for the State Capitol Building and I wired Gov 


16 Emmeline Wells (1818-1921) was a close friend, and this was her eighty- 
fourth birthday. Wells was an advocate of women’s rights and attended national and 
international women’s conventions. At the time she was serving as the fifth president 
of the LDS women’s Relief Society. 
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Spry on the matter. I had Reuben J. Clark of State Department call 
at the office and we discussed the Mexican situation. Very critical 
for our people in Mexico and I sent a long cipher message to Presi- 
dent Smith. After dinner we took Mrs Hamilton for a visit to the 
Zoo and an Auto ride. She left for home at 6:45 p m. Meeting was 
held as usual but I excused myself and asked Congressman 
(Joseph] Howell to take charge as I promised to attend the banquet 
at the Knight’s of Momus [sic] mostly workers in the Government 
printing office. I was one of the speakers. We did not adjourn until 
2.30 a m. Had to walk home. It was snowing. Among other speakers 
were Representatives Kahn, Findley, Sherwood, Murdock, Wilson, 
McDermot etc. The printers gave a splendid burlesque of the pro- 
ceedings of the House of Representatives. Few songs. 

[Tuesday Mar 5/12] . . . Senate spent day in discussing Peace 
treaties. President Taft asked me to lunch tomorrow at 1:30 and 
bring Judge Ailshie of Idaho. I suggested to the President to ask 
the Judge to lunch with him at the suggestion of Judge Budge. 
Bp Spaulding of Salt Lake 1 ' took dinner with us and we dis- 
cussed the Mormon belief most of the time. At 7.45 P M I took 
him in company with Harold to the epipheny Episcopal church 
as he was to lecture at that church this evening. Harold and I 
decided to attend the church meeting and hear him. He spoke 
of the West and people. He stated the chief characteristics of the 
people of the West were Optimistic Enthusiasm. 2nd Misdi- 
rected Loyalty. 3rd Unconscious Hypocracy. 4th Lack of Educa- 
tion. This applied to the eastern man sent there to manage 
eastern capital invested there as well as to the Mormon people. 
Nothing but religion can change it. The Mormon religion begin- 
ning with the personality of God is wrong and never has pro- 
duced one scholar. He did not mention polygamy. 

[Wednesday Mar 6/12] Early this morning the doctor at Sibley Hos- 
pital telephoned that Ada Huggins was very low and wanted me to 
call and see her after breakfast. I went with Harold and Allie to the 
Hospital and found Ada near deaths door. We blessed her. She 


17 Episcopal bishop Franklin S. Spalding was involved earlier with civic improve- 
ment leagues in Salt Lake City and later wrote a polemic against Mormons in 1913 en- 
titled Joseph Smith as Translator. 
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was operated on yesterday and had to undergo another one this 
morning. She never rallied from the second operation . . . 

[Monday Mar 1 1/12] Ex Gov Brady of Idaho called on me in behalf 
of Judge Standrod. Standrod is indicted for using the U S mails 
for fraudulent purposes. He explained the party Stanrod took in 
the land company. Was going to see the President and wanted me 
to go with him. I will look over the papers today. A number of the 
Chemical people called on me. . . . 

[Wednesday Mar 13/12] With Ex Governor Brady of Idaho met the 
President at the White House at nine oclock. We presented the 
Standrod case to him and he will have a further investigation made 
of it. Public Lands Committee meeting and my bill creating A Na- 
tional Park Service was considered but final action not taken. . . . 

[Friday Mar 15/12] My office was filled with callers every minute I 
was there. Attended Finance Committee hearings. Presented two 
land bills to Senate. Pensions were discussed in Senate today. Held 
a conference with General Blue to consider the changing of the 
name of the Public Health and National Quarentine to the United 
States Public Health Service and confer upon it additional power 
and consolidation all Public Health agencies of the Government 
into it. We agreed upon the points and I will present a bill in a few 
days. . . . 

[Sunday Mar 24/12] Was at the office until 2 oclock. Dictated letters 
for three hours. A number of callers. Dinner at 3 oclock. Went for 
a ride with Chloe and Baby. The baby is so smart and a great big 
boy. He creeps all over the room. Beginning to speak a few words. 
Jos Howell and wife spent the evening with us. We discussed the 
political situation home and I have about concluded it will be a 
good thing for [Congressman] Howell to make a trip home to size 
the situation up there and get parties working together. Sent Loose 
a night telegram. 

[Monday Mar 25/12] Met Geo Sutherland and talked political con- 
ditions at home over with him. He was not sure whether it was 
necessary for Howell to go home or not. He thinks Anderson " 
overdraws conditions and so do I but it would be a good thing to 


18 James S. Anderson’s correspondence to Smoot over the years seemed to cor- 
roborate Sutherland’s observation. 
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see if so. . . . He wanted all Sugars from 96.0 to 100.00 to come in 
at 1.50 per hundred with 20% Cuban Sugar. This would virtually 
reduce the preferential granted Cuba and that is what he wants. I 
am afraid it will cause trouble. We meet again tomorrow. It is vir- 
tually the same protection to the American producer as I propose 
for I propose 1.50 for 96.0 but 1.65 for 100.00. The preconvention 
fight is growing warmer and I am afraid it will have the effect of 
hurting the chances of Republican success at the election this fall. 

[Tuesday Mar 26/12] ... I received letters from Ed Callister and 
Chas M Morris giving a most gloomy political outlook. Howell was 
at House in the evening and I told him I concluded he should go 
out home and straighten things out. 

[Wednesday Mar 27/12] . . . Sen Sutherland agreed that Howell 
ought to go home to check up the political situation as reported 
by Callister, Anderson, A L Thomas and Chas M Morris. They all 
charge Gov Spry as false to me as well as others. I cannot believe 
the reports. 

[Saturday Mar 30/11 [sic]] . . . Ex Governor Bates of 
Massachusetts] spoke against the Owen bill. He represents the 
organization known as Medical Freedom and the Christian Sci- 
entists. He spoke for over two hours. Wired to parties in Idaho 
to send Taft delegation. Purchased from the Columbia a 
gra[m]aphone for the children. It was a large one. Table style 
priced at $150. Took Ma for an auto ride. It has been a beautiful 
day. Jos Howell left for home to get parties together for coming 
election. There is a bitter feeling between Callister, Anderson 
and Gov Spry. I want Howell to check up the situation. The 
letters received from Callister, Hull Morris and Anderson are 
discouraging. 

[Sunday Mar 31/12] A most beautiful day. I was at office until 2 
oclock. Visited the Cochran Art gallery. Had dinner at 4 oclock. 
Went a walk with Chloe and baby. Dictated letters to Gov Spry and 
Ed Loose telling them of Jos Howells visit home and asking them 
to assist him in getting all Republicans together for coming cam- 
paign. Most all of the people were out walking or riding. Had a 
number of callers. 

[Tuesday Apr 2/12] Attended the hearings on Sugar. Senate con- 
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vened at 2 oclock. We had the negro question up for discussion 
on the Bill for the celebration of the Semi centennial Anniver- 
sary of the Act of Emancipation. The two new Senators from 
Arizona and two from New Mexico were sworn in and then drew 
lots as to length of terms. Result was Senator Catron" of New 
Mexico and Ashurst 20 of Arizona serves until 1917. Sen Smith 21 
of Arizona until 1915 and Senator Fall 22 of New Mexico until 
1913. The New Mexico Senators are Republicans and Arizona 
Senators are democrats. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 3/12] Had a conference with the President re- 
questing him to instruct the officer in charge at El Paso Texas to 
allow arms and ammunition to enter Mexico for the Mormon 
colonies. I explained to him the conditions as they existed in 
Mexico and read him a number of telegrams. Mr Oran P Brown 
had undertaken to smuggle arms and ammunition but they were 
seized by Gene Steever. The President told me he would release 
them and give orders to allow the same to be taken into Mexico. 
I was to see the Secy of War to have him prepare the order etc. 


[Thursday Apr 4/12] Met Thos R Cutler at office and discussed 
sugar situation with him. He will be a witness next Monday. He 
left for New York. I took Ma Eldredge, Allie, Chloe and baby to 
see the President. They visited the White House. ... I presented 
the question of release of arms and ammunition for our colonies 
to Secy Stimson 23 as requested by the President. He thought the 
State Dept ought to pass on order of release. He would take it up 
with President at once. He did so and Secy Hilles ask me to let him 
know to whom to instruct Col Steever to deliver arms to and take 
them into Canada [Mexico]. R G Clark thought it was dangerous 
to do so now so I asked that the matter go over until tomorrow 
and I telegraphed Pres Smith the situations as seen by R G Clark, 
and I agreed with him. Senate took up the calender. Had a large 
number of callers. 


19 Thomas Benton Catron (1840-1921). 

20 Henry Fountain Ashurst (1874-1962). 

21 Marcus Aurelius Smith (1851-1924). 

22 Albert Bacon Fall (1861-1944). 

23 Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson. 


IV. 1912 


142 


[Sunday Apr 7/12] Glen Eldredge son of Clarence Eldredge called 
last evening with a young Mr. Ashton. Glen has been out as a mis- 
sionary for 16 mos will stop with us for a few days. Ashton is on 
his way home from a mission to Belgium. Was at the office until 2 
oclock. Had Harold, Alice, baby, and Glen to dinner. Took Ma 
Eldredge out for a Sun auto ride through the park. It rained most 
of the day. Held meeting in the evening. Bro Hall brought his wife 
and daughter to meeting. The wife looks like a very cross and dis- 
agreeable woman. She has no religion. The have been separated 
for a number of years. The speakers were Preston Richards, Bro 
Ashton and myself. Had a fine meeting. 

[Monday Apr 8/12] I took Ma Eldredge, Allie, Chloe and baby 
Reed Smoot Cardon to call on the President. The President took 
the baby and remarked what a fine baby he was. I called his 
attention to the four generations. The President kissed the baby 
and wished him all kinds of good luck. We had him sit in the 
President’s chair in the cabinet room. Baby was cute as he could 
be. The Washington Times and Star had quite a report of our 
visit. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 10/12] . . . Spent considerable time discussing 
my bill creating a Bureau of National Parks. Agreed to let it go 
over until next Wednesday and have the Secy of Int before the 
Committee to explain why he wants certain employees named in 
his list of employees required to maintain the Bureau. Chloe and 
baby, Ma and Anne K left for home on Penn Ry at 6:45 P.M. 
Home was awful lonesome without them. Received a number of 
letters about newspaper reports on Baby Reed Smoot Cardon’s 
visit to the President. 

[Friday Apr 12/12] . . . R G Clark of the State Dept called and we 
discussed the situation of our people in Mexico and advised me 
of action to take to get arms and ammunition to our colonies in 
Mexico so as to avoid future complications with the Mexico 
administration in case they were successful in the present revolu- 
tion. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 14/12] Went to the office at 10 oclock and worked 
until 2 oclock. Sent a telegram to President Smith regarding the 
serious and critical situation in Mexico. Held a conference with R 
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G Clark of State Department and we agreed it was best to ask Mexi- 
can Government to allow a shipment of . . . arms and ammunition 
to our colonies. I dictated letter to the Secy of State along that line. 
Went for an auto ride after dinner. Allie and I called on Mr and 
Mrs Elinor and Senator and Mrs Sutherland. Prof Schoenfeld 
called and spent the evening. We discussed the Mormon religion 
and our early history. 

[Monday Apr 15/ 12] The Mexican situation is still more critical and 
it is almost certain that we will have to intervene. The Secy of State 
wired for permit to ship into Mexico to our colonies 50 Rifles and 
20,000 cartridges as I requested yesterday. I also asked Secy of War 
to instructed Col Steever at El Paso Texas to release the rifles and 
cartridges seized by him 20 days ago and deliver them to Shelton 
and Payne arms Co. Wired to O.P. Brown on same subject. . . . 
Extra editions of Papers were issued announcing a horrible acci- 
dent to the new passenger boat in the world and making her initial 
trip. 21 Struck an iceberg at about 1200 miles from New York. Re- 
ported boat sank taking with it some 1500 passengers and crew. 
About 700 rescued mostly women and children. Among the num- 
ber drowned was Capt. Arch Butt aid to Pres Taft, Brother of Sam 
Guggenheim and many other men of world wide reputation. 

[Tuesday Apr 16/12] The morning papers give no hope of the pas- 
sengers on the Titanic. Those that were rescued were taken from 
the life Boats. A gloom is cast over the whole country. Very few 
men saved. The boat sank four hours after striking the iceberg. 
The boat Carpathia was the one to reach the place of disaster first. 
She rescued 868 persons mostly women and children. Attended 
hearings before Finance Com. Senate at 12 oclock. Sen Sutherland 
spoke for more than two hours. Sen Crane feels blue over Taft’s 
chances to receive the nomination. The President gave orders to 
allow arms and ammunition to be sent to our colonies in Mexico. 
I wired details to President Smith. 

[Friday Apr 19/12] Had a number of early callers. . . . Congressman 
Howell reported the result of his visit home for the purpose of 
getting our Republican workers together, particularly Gov Spry, E 


24 The Titanic. 
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H Callister, Jas H Anderson, Tom Hull etc. He did all he could and 
secured the aid of Loose, Nibley and others but not altogether suc- 
cessful. The boys have worked up a feeling among themselves that 
seems almost impossible to overcome. The feeling is directed 
against Gov Spry and I think unjustly. . . . 

[Saturday Apr 20/12] I have suffered with a severe headache all day. 
I called on Secy Knox and we talked over the Mexican situation 
and the critical condition [of] the Mormon people. We talked over 
the political situation and the danger Taft was in for receiving the 
nomination. It looks as if Roosevelt will win out. Nebraska and 
Oregon voted for him yesterday. If Taft looses Mass he cannot be 
elected. Sen Crane is doing every thing in his power to have it go 
for Taft. I called on Secy of War Stimson and Genl Wood and had 
them release the rifles and ammunition that Col Steever seized as 
they were being smuggled into Mexico for our colonies. They were 
turned over to the Treasury Dept, by wire. The Secy and Genl 
Wood were very blue over the situation and expected trouble. The 
plans for a campaign of battle is already mapped out in case we 
have to intervene. I called on Curtis of Treas Dept, and asked him 
to release the rifles and ammunition seized and allowed them to 
be taken to our people as to do so would save them. 

[Sunday Apr 21/12] Was at the office until two oclock. Dictated a 
number of personal letters. Harold and Alice was with us to dinner. 
Went for a walk instead of ride. Meeting in the evening. Not very 
many present. Howell and Harold Smoot were the speakers. 
Cloudy most of day. At all the churches services were held in honor 
of the dead of the Titanic. The disaster has caused gloom all over 
the country. 

[Thursday Apr 25/ 12] These are strenuous days politically. Pres Taft 
makes three speeches in Mass today and attacks Roosevelt and an- 
swers Roosevelts charges against his administration. We had poli- 
tics in the Senate, started by Bristow complaining of action of the 
Administration on Harvester trust resolution of yesterday. Sen 
John Williams 2 ’ made a speech remarkable in some particulars and 
rejoiced in the split in the Republican party. Roosevelt was criti- 

25 Democratic senator John Sharp Williams (1854-1932) of Mississippi. 
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cized severly. Wired about Mexican situation to Pres Smith. The 
Mexican Government to allow shipment of arms and ammunition 
to the Mormon colonies [but] fear they will fall in the hands of the 
Rebels. If we can assure the President that they will not he will 
consent t[o] the Mexican Gov’s approval and so notify them 
through our Ambassador. 

[Friday Apr 26/12] . . . The speech made by Pres Taft at Boston 
Mass last night was published in full and a great many senators 
approved of it heartily. There never was a hotter campaign in Mass 
than is now on between Taft and Roosevelt. The result in Mass will 
almost decide the Rep nominee. The Conservative people of the 
country are worried over the situation and fear Roosevelt’s nomi- 
nation. Both Democrats and Republicans are worried as shown in 
Smiths discussion yesterday. Senate in session but a short time. 
The Titanic hearings still going on. 

[ Saturday Apr 27/12] No session of Senate today. Roosevelt made 
a bitter attack upon Pres Taft in a number of speeches in Mass 
today. Result cannot be anything but harm. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 28/1 1 ] Was at office until 2 oclock. Dictated a number 
of letters and looked over the mail. After dinner went for a walk 
through zoo and then for an auto ride. Beautiful day. 

[Monday Apr 29/12] . . . Sen Works 26 spoke for nearly three hours 
against the Owen Bill or rather for Christian Science religion. A 
general feeling of regret among Republicans for the controversy 
between Pres Taft and Roosevelt. Many are saying both should be 
denied the nomination and some other republican agreed upon. 

[Wednesday May 8/12] . . . The Associated Press sent out a dispatch 
from Boston to the effect that Mrs Louisa Brittain had made an 
affidavit that Rev Clarence V Richeson the Baptist Minister who 
killed a young woman and was sentenced to death was a Mormon 
elder and she was a celestial wife of an elder in charge of the East- 
ern States Mission. I telephoned to New York and the office ad- 
vised me that Richeson was not a member, never had been all of 
which I know and that Mr Brittain had been one but was cut out 


26 Republican senator John Downey Works (1847-1928) of California. 
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off the church for improper conduct. I made a statement for the 
Asso Press denying the statement and they sent it out to the news- 
papers. The Attorney of Richeson also denounces the affidavit. 

[Friday May 10/12] Held a conference with President Taft. Talked 
over the political situation and the President was still hopeful of 
receiving the nomination. We received word that Idaho was lost 
to Taft. The Mormon Counties mostly voted for Roosevelt. Geo C 
Parkinson arrived and was surprised at results in Oneida County. 
It looks as if Idaho went by default. . . . 

[Tuesday May 14/12] Received a telegram from C A Glazier that 
Madell McCornick"' was at Provo and opened headquarters at the 
Roberts Hotel for Roosevelt and was doing everything to control 
the convention. Roosevelt is fighting for an uninstructed delega- 
tion. It is my opinion he will fail. The Agricultural Appropriation 
bill was further discussed but not passed. Bitter campaign between 
Taft and Roosevelt is raging in Ohio and primaries are being held 
in California. . . . 

[Thursday May 23/12] I did not sleep well last night. I have been 
under a severe strain for last two weeks or more. . . . 

[ Wednesday May 29/12] Roosevelt carried New Jersey with a large 
majority. . . . Met the President at 4 oclock and we talked over the 
political situation and agreed to hold a meeting of Republican 
Senators favorable to him and map out a program for work at Chi- 
cago. The president was feeling fairly well. He still thinks he will 
be nominated at Chicago. Has votes enough pledge[d] but some 
may get away. Took Allie and the children to the theater to see the 
Fortune Hunter. 

[Thursday May 30/12] ... I wired Geo H. Brimhall best wishes for 
BYU. The Maeser Memorial Building will be presented to the BY 
University today. 

[Sunday June 2/12] I was at office until 2 oclock. ... Not enough 
came to hold meeting in the evening. Went for a ride to get cooled 
off during the afternoon. 


27 Daughter of Salt Lake City banker William S. McCornick. 
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[Friday June 7/12] Still cool weather. Dictated letters most of the 
morning. Finished my speech on the chemical schedule. Reported 
Ed Loose was robbed in Chicago the other evening while at the 
theatre. I received from President a fine Photo of himself and the 
following written on it in his own handwriting— “For my warm and 
constant friend, Hon Reed Smoot, US Senate with grateful appre- 
ciation and best wishes.” June 6th 1912. Wm. H Taft. 

[Sunday June 9/12] ... at 10:05 A M I left Washington with Allie, 
Zella and Ernest for Annapolis over electric road. The morning 
was an ideal one. Cool and clear. On arrival at Annapolis we were 
met by Levi Pearson and son of Capt W S Benson. As I was leaving 
the car I was met by a messenger from the Telephone Co Telling 
me my son at Washington had a telegram he wanted to read to 
me. I went to the telephone and called up my home at Washington 
and Alice answered the phone. She said Harold and Bp Nibley left 
at 1 1:05 A M for Annapolis with the telegram. It was from Dr RT 
Richards stating that it was his opinion that Anne K' s should be 
operated upon and wanted our consent. Harold and the Bishop 
arrived at 1:15 P.M. Handed me the telegram and they returned 
to Washington as the Bp left for home at 5:30 P.m. We met Mrs 
Benson and Mrs Pearson at landing boat and left for the Battleship 
Utah at near 2 oclock. The Utah was out about 5 1/2 miles. Was 
met by Capt Benson on arrival at battleship. Had lunch and after 
lunch visited every part of the ship. The Utah is the best ship in 
the world in commission. The Captain gave me a full description 
of the presentation of the platter to the ship by Mis Mason of New 
York Mrs Allen of Salt Lake and Mrs Owen and others. He was 
firm in preventing them from reading papers attacking the Mor- 
mon church. He stated when they were refused they were full of 
venom and threatened his removal. He witnessed some of the bit- 
ter opposition to the Mormon people. We left the ship at 5:20 PM 
and left Annapolis at 6:10 PM and arrived home at 8:05 P.M. Wired 
Dr Richards to operate on Anne K if necessary or advisable. 

[Monday June 10/ 12] Received a telegram saying the Doctor would 


28 Anne K. suffered a number of serious health problems, all of which paled in 
comparison to her later mental illness that gave the Smoots distress for the remainder 
of her short life. 
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operate on Anne K unless he heard from me to the contrary today. 

. . . Received telegram that Dr Richards had operated on Anne K 
and it was very successful. She was resting fine and no bad effects. 
A number of Republicans met in Sen Gallingers office and dis- 
cussed the situation of the Rep party and effect of the fight be- 
tween Taft and Roosevelt upon it. It was thought it would be best 
for the party if it could be arranged to have them both withdraw 
and another man nominated. This cannot be accomplished with 
an agreement before convention or a deadlock at convention. The 
future looks anything but reassuring. 

[Thursday June 13/12 ] ... I called President Taft. . . . We discussed 
the Political situation over and legislative program. Asked him to 
send Capt W S Benson of Utah his photo similar to the one he sent 
me. Another day of useless talk in the Senate. Cool weather again. 
Held a conference with Cummins. 29 1 advised him to go to Chicago 
so as to be on the ground in case a deadlock occured at Chicago. 
I told him he stood a good chance for the nomination in case there 
was a deadlock. He told me how he stood on most of the public 
questions and if he was nominated would recognize all Republi- 
cans whether regulars or insurgents. 30 

[Monday June 17/12] Arrived in Chicago at 2 oclock P.M. Went 
direct to Lexington Hotel. Found the Utah delegation there. After 
washing and changing clothes I had a long talk with C E Loose, 
Gov Spry and Ed Callister. The question as to what the State In- 
structions for Taft really meant was the question mostly discussed. 
Ed Loose is a Roosevelt man and he claims he is not bound to vote 
for seating Taft delegates or even for Taft as President as there 
was fraud in the election of some of the delegates. He has already 
voted as National] Committee man to seat Roosevelt contesting 
delegates and will not change his vote. I spoke for some time and 
expressed the opinion that technically he was bound to use all hon- 
orable means to secure Taft nomination but the instructions did 
not bind him on any vote outside of a vote on the nomination of 
Taft. I requested him to vote for President Taft and stated he was 


29 Republican senator Albert Baird Cummins (1850-1926) of Iowa. 

30 Cummins had been campaigning officially in recent months but unofficially 
for some time. Smoot was never disposed to support him. 
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in honor bound to do so. I also requested him not to bolt the con- 
vention. He promised me to vote for Taft and not to bolt. At 4 
oclock the Delegates and alternates met in my room at the hotel 
and we organized the delegates. . . . 

[Tuesday June 18/12] I called on Sen Crane early in morning and 
we talked over the situation. The Roosevelt people are wild with 
enthusiasm and trying to stampede delegates to his bandwagon. 
Many charges of improper use of money and the purchase of 
southern votes. . . . Roosevelt making all kind of charges of theft 
and corruption. In a meeting last evening he charged the party as 
corrupt and dominated by bosses chief among them were Crane 
Penrose and myself. 31 . . .1 suggested in council meeting tonight 
that if things should happen that Taft should not receive the nomi- 
nation that our ticket should be Root and Hadley. . . . 32 

[Wednesday June 19/12] Attended a meeting with Crane, Penrose 
and Root and Watson at nine oclock. Checked up the situation. 
The Roosevelt men talking of bolting and delegations voting to do 
so. Very bitter feeling. The threats made are for intimidation. We 
will pay not attention to them. Roosevelt followers are enthusiastic 
and he is holding large meetings. The vote yesterday was a great 
disappointment to them and the votes of today demonstrated the 
Taft men are not going to break him. Roosevelt cannot win and a 
great deal of talk of compromise candidate to save the party. . . . 

[Friday June 21/12] Roosevelt announced that he will organize a 
new party. A great deal of talk among delegates about a compro- 
mise candidate. At council meeting the resolutions were discussed 
and C W Fairbanks" the chairman was present. We agreed not to 
have a woman sufferage plank and agreed upon the tariff plank 
and in it was included my suggestions. Bitter feeling characterized 
the day. . . . 

31 This wounded Smoot. Yet despite their present differences, they would re-es- 
tablish their friendship, and Smoot would visit Roosevelt at his Oyster Bay home to 
discuss old times shortly before the latter’s death. 

32 Elihu Root, Republican Senator from New York, and Herbert S. Hadley, Re- 
publican governor of Missouri. 

33 Charles Warren Fairbanks had been vice-president under Roosevelt. 
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[Saturday June 22/12] I am getting awful tired. I have had very little 
sleep since coming to the convention. The Roosevelt men refused 
to vote. It was late in afternoon before the final report of Creden- 
tial Committee was passed on. At no time did the Taft men lose 
control of the convention. The temporary organization was made 
the permanent one. Mr. Harding' 1 of Ohio made a masterly nomi- 
nating speech in presenting the name of Pres Taft. Great demon- 
stration. His delivery was very excellent. Sen Cummins name was 
not presented. La Follette was nominated by a young Wisconsin 
man in a speech filled with bitterness. John Wannemakei ' and 
Nicholas Murray Butler " seconded the nomination of Pres Taft. 

. . . J S Sherman was nominated for Vice President and balance of 
business of convention done with very few delegates present. It 
was a remarkable convention and there is a crisis in the history of 
the Republican party. Roosevelt has called his men together and 
they have named him as candidate for President for the New party 
to be organized in August next. ... La Follette had no influence 
in the convention. A feeling of sorrow pervaded the convention 
but it is considered a victory for Law, order and the constitution. 
The Republican party is saved even if it gets defeated at this fall 
election. Pres Lund 1 ' attended todays session. 

[Sunday June 23/12] The Utah delegates and alternates held a 
meeting this morning and discussed the coming campaign. Most 
of the Utah people attended church this morning. The speakers 
were Pres Lund, Gov Spry and myself. I occupied most of the 
time as Lund and Spry spoke one week ago. Jos Howell opened 
with prayer. I took the Penn train for Washington at 5:30 P.M. 
The train was packed and had to be made up in two sections. 
Sen Sutherland, Sen Root, Mrs Corbin and Miss Patten were in 


34 Republican senator Warren Gamaliel Harding (1865-1923) from Ohio and 
later president of the United States. 

35 John Wanamaker was a wealthy Philadelphia businessman. 

36 Nicholas Murray Butler was a prominent educator who served for years as 
president of Columbia University. Later in the convention he received the vice-presi- 
dential nomination. He would share the 1931 Nobel peace prize with Jane Addams. 
Butler was a close friend of Smoot, and they continued to correspond after Butler lost 
in the 1912 election. 

37 Anthon H. Lund, of the LDS First Presidency. 
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the same car as I was. Also a number of Congressmen. The 
result of the convention was the sole topic of conversation. I was 
very tired and went to bed early. 

[Monday June 24/12] The train ran a little behind time most of the 
day but arrived [in] Washington only one half hour late. Borah of 
Idaho was on the train. He is a very disappointed man. He told me 
how he could have defeated Sen Root as temporary chairman. He 
claims to have had Iowa, Montana and 4 of the Louisiana delega- 
tions pledged to him besides all that voted for McGovern. This is 
only a claim. In my opinion the result would have been the same 
if Roosevelt had of run [or] Borah. 38 Roosevelt wants to join with 
the progressive Democrats in making his new party. A large num- 
ber of delegates to the Democratic convention at Baltimore were 
on our train. Received a telegram that Allie arrived home ok. 

[Tuesday June 25/12] I found my desk covered with unanswered 
letters and telegrams. I called on President Taft and gave him an 
account of the Chicago convention and assisted him in making 
out a list for him to ask to a dinner as soon as the [members] of 
the National Committee reach Washington. The campaign will 
be discussed after the dinner. Worked the balance of the day 
dictating letters. Had a great many callers. Bryan 19 was defeated 
at the Democratic Convention today. John Barrett told me it was 
pitiful to see the disrespect shown him. He was not badly beaten 
by the vote. . . . 

[Wednesday June 26/12] I sent a telegram the first thing to Brownie 
as he is to be married today. . . . 

[Thursday June 27/12] Senate was in session for a few minutes. Ad- 
journed until next Monday. Received a telegram from Allie telling 
me Apostle Talmage married Brownie and Anita yesterday and 
that Anne K was not so well. Harold and VanWagoner went to 
Baltimore to the Democratic convention. Bryan will no doubt dic- 
tate the nomination. Received settlement purchase and sale of the 


38 Borah always wanted the presidency, but Smoot did not consider him up to 
the task and referred frequently to his grandstanding attempts to gain the party's at- 
tention. In 1916 Borah again made unsuccessful overtures for the nomination. 

39 William Jennings Bryan. 
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25 one thousand[-dollar] Bonds of the Braden Copper Co. 
Clear[ed] 9200.00 on the deal. Sent check to Provo Coml and Sav- 
ings Bank for my credit. 

[Sunday June 30/12] Spent the morning at the office. Great excite- 
ment over deadlock at Democratic convention and ill feeling be- 
tween candidates. Many and especially the Clark 10 men cursing Mr. 
Bryan. . . . 

[Tuesday July 2/12] Gov Spry arrived here from New York. We 
called on President Taft and talked over Chicago Convention. 
President was feeling fine. Asked Gov Spry to take lunch with 
him at 1.30 pm also myself. . . . The Democratic Convention 
nominated Woodrow Wilson for President and adjourned until 
9 p.m. They met and nominated Gov Marshall of Indiana for 
Vice President. Great Demonstration. Bitter feeling among 
delegates. 

[Thursday July 4/12] A very quiet fourth of July and a very warm 
day. I spent the morning at the office and many of the Utah boys 
called. Se[n]t all the help off for the day. Had a cold lunch. At six 
oclock Senator Crane called and we went for an auto ride. I was 
awful lonesome. At seven oclock I took Mrs Sutherland to dinner 
at the New Willard. After dinner we went to the roof garden and 
watched the fireworks. The roof was crowded. The night was per- 
fect and it was cool. 

[Friday July 3/12] Received a telegram from O P Brown from El 
Paso Texas giving an account of the murder by the Mexican rebels 
of Wm Brown. I took the question up with the State Dept and they 
wired our Ambassador and the Consul at Chihuahua of same and 
handed me copies. I wired Pres Smith and O P Brown. The Naval 
Appropriation Bill passed the Senate. 

[Wednesday July 10/12] Took the Mexican situation up with State 
Dept the first thing and had telegrams sent to our Ambassador at 
Mexico City and Consul at Nogales. Wired Pres Smith the sub- 
stance of the telegram. Our people in Mexico in a very critical situ- 
ation. Senate met at 10 oclock. . . . 
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[Saturday July 13/12] Senate at 10 oclock. Lorimer continued his 
remarks and concluded shortly before 1 oclock. He made a remark- 
able speech and it looked as if it was effective but when the vote 
was taken Senators who were moved to tears voted against him. 

. . . The vote was 55 against him and 28 for him. I am sure the ones 
voting for him will feel better than the ones voting against him. 
The case is a peculiar one. A conspiracy against him to drive him 
from public life by the Newspapers of Chicago. Public clamor has 
claimed another victim. 

[Sunday July 28/12] . . . Received a telegram from Pres Lund about 
the moving of our people out of Mexico and arms taken from them 
by the Mexican rebels. 

[Monday July 29/12] The press dispatches carried an account of 
our people being unarmed and leaving Mexico for El Paso 
Texas. I took the question with the State Dept and the Secy of 
State immediately brought it to the attention of the President of 
Mexico. Sen Fall and myself prepared a resolution authorizing 
Government relief to our colonies on arriving at El Paso and 
furnishing them with tents. It passed the Senate with unanimous 
consent. The situation in Mexico is very critical. It is my opinion 
that Genl Orozer has made up his mind to force American inter- 
vention even if it requires the murdering of a large number of 
Americans. . . . 

[Wednesday July 31/12] . . . Some two thousand of the Mormon 
people had left their homes in Mexico and now at El Paso 
Texas. Went for a ride with Crane. Too cool to ride with out 
wraps. 

[Thursday Aug 1/12] . . . The Mexican situation is very critical. 
About 2000 of the Mormon people have arrived already at El Paso 
Texas from Mexico. Assisted in securing the passage of a resolu- 
tion appropriating 20,000.00 to assist the American citizens now 
at El Paso driven from Mexico to rations, and the use of tents of 
the Army. Went to bed early. 

[Friday Aug 2/12] I called on the Secy of the Interior 41 in relation 


41 Walter Lowrie Fisher. 
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to the appointment of Thurber as Indian Agent at White Rock 
Agency. 42 Found he was related to the Rock hill boys who are run- 
ning a blind pig and store near the reservation. The Secy objects 
to his appointment. We had some words over the Indian Commis- 
sioner Valentine’s interference and his determination to have a 
man from outside of Utah appointed. Valentine was present and 
I gave him to understand he was not going to name the man. . . . 
I prepared a resolution appropriating] 100,000.00 to provide 
transportation for American citizens driven out of Mexico and 
now located at El Paso Texas to places each may select. After some 
talk with Sens Martin and Bailey it was decided that Bailey should 
offer the resolution as it had direct reference to a condition in 
Mexico. I agreed to that and Bailey offered it and Senate passed 
it. . . . Went with the Sutherlands to dinner at Harvey’s then to the 
Columbia Theatre. I left theatre at 10.20 to fill an appointment at 
the White House. The President called in Secy of Interior Fisher, 
Secy of War Stimsons Secy of Treasurer McVeagh. Senators Root, 
Crane and myself and Congressmen Payne and Hill also Hilles met 
Chairman and Emery of Tariff Board. The question discussed was 
whether the President should send a special message to Congress 
suggesting amendments to the La Follette Wool Bill and if made 
he would sign it. Each on present expressed his opinion. The advise 
to the President came from the three above named cabinet offices, 
all three free traders. Crane, Payne Hill and myself were bitterly 
opposed to any such program. The conferees had already agreed 
up a report. It would do no good but upset the Manufacturer and 
be resented by him. He can say what he wants to in his veto mes- 
sage. The President decided to follow our advice. Sen Root at first 
was undecided but finally agreed with us. After midnight before I 
reached home. 

[Monday Aug 5/12] Senate met at 10 oclock. We are trying to push 
in the Senate business so as to adjourn by Aug 15. Sent a night 
telegram to Allie as she is 49 years old. Telegram was as follows: 
“I send greetings, love and kisses to my little wife on her fortyninth 
birthday. Long may she live and happiness be hers. I will be with 
you as soon as possible. Love to all at home.” After close of session 
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I went for a ride with Wm Alden Smith and then went to Hancocks 
for a chicken dinner. The National Progressive Party or Bull Moose 
party convention held in Chicago today. 

[Tuesday Aug 6/12] Received a letter from Allie telling me of her 
experiences while coming from Woods Cross to Salt Lake in an 
auto driven by James Eldredge. The auto run over a small boy and 
killed him. Mrs Eldredge, Mrs Thatckel and Allie were in the auto. 
Mrs Eldredge fainted and so did Allie. Jas Eldredge was held as not 
to blame. ... I appeared before the Military Committee of the 
House to present the reasons why the Senate Resolution appro- 
priated] 1,000,000.00 for transportation of Americans forced out 
of Mexico. I gave the committee a full history of our people being 
driven out of Mexico and their present condition. Roosevelt deliv- 
ered his speech in National Progressive Party Convention today at 
Chicago. A very radical speech but will please many of the people. 

[Wednesday Aug 7/12] . . . Roosevelt and Hiram Johnson of Cal was 
nominated President and Vice President respectively at Chicago 
at the Progressive Party convention. The Democrats are still wor- 
ried over the effect of Roosevelt’s campaign. Woodrow Wilson was 
notified of his [Roosevelt’s] nomination and his [Roosevelt’s] reply 
was a great disappointment to the Democrats. After adjournment 
1 went home with Crane and from there he sent me home in his 
auto. The Resolution appropriating 1,000,000.00 for transporting 
of American citizens driven from Mexico. This will help our people 
to get away from El Paso. 

[Friday Aug 16/12] I called on the President and extended to him 
an invitation to attend the Irrigation Congress at Salt lake City Aug 
27 to 31. It was impossible for the President to accept so I wired 
to Gov Spry. President Taft asked me to poll the Senate and let 
him know if he vetos the Legislative Appropriation Bill if it reached 
him again with the abolishment of the Commerce Court the Senate 
would sustain his Veto. I polled the Senate and reported to the 
President that it was impossible to over-ride his veto. The Veto 
message of the President of the Wool and Metal Bills were sus- 
tained by the Senate. 


[Saturday Aug 17/12] Called at the White House and asked the 
President to write a letter of greeting to the Trans Mississippi Con- 
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gress to be held at Salt Lake City Aug 27 [t]o 30th. He said he 
would do so. . . . 

[Monday Aug 19/12] Was at the office early. Had a number of call- 
ers. ... I received a telegram from Harold advising me that Jesse 
Knight was organizing a $300,000.00 Bank at Provo [and] was sell- 
ing at 320,000.00. Wanted to know if he should buy. I answered 
him I would not borrow money to buy the stock. Asked him to see 
Farrer or Loose and ask them to report results of the new organi- 
zation on the Provo Coml & Savings etc. ... I pleaded for the 
$10,000.00 appropriation for the International Irrigation Con- 
gress to be held latter part of Sept at Salt Lake City. I had to go 
over to the house and get James Mann 4 ' to withdraw his objection 
to the passage of my bill authorizing Agriculture enters on with- 
drawn oil and gas lands in the State of Utah. He did so and the bill 
passed. 

[Saturday Aug 24/12] I had my trunk taken to the Depot and ar- 
ranged for Sleeper ticket to home on Penn Ry to night at 6:45 P.M. 
Senate met at 1 1 oclock. Had Sen Root, Heyburn and others dis- 
cuss a bill changing the Code during the morning hour thus pre- 
venting Borah’s bill for Dept, of Labor being acted upon. . . . We 
took a recess shortly after 4 oclock until 6 oclock and at 6 oclock 
until 8:30 P.M. Conferees of Senate reported agreement could not 
be reached on certain State claims. La Follette objected] to my 
request to consider the Bills to which there was no objection and 
I moved to consider them not withstanding his objection and that 
developed no voting quorum in the city as I knew it would. ... We 
remained in Session until 4.30 A M Sunday morning. It was hu- 
miliating as a Senator of the U.S. to see the drunken condition of 
Senator Chamberlain 44 of Oregon. Williams of Miss 45 and Stone of 
Mo. 46 Chamberlain was in the worse condition, the other two are 
quite often in the same condition. . . . 

[Sunday Aug 25/12] I tried to sleep this morning but could not do 


43 Republican representative James Robert Mann (1856-1922) of Illinois. 

44 Democratic senator George Earle Chamberlain (1854-1928). 

45 Democratic senator John Sharp William (1854-1932). 

46 Democratic senator William Joel Stone (1848-1918). 
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so. Had a headache. Went to the office at 9:30 A.M. selected what 
papers I wanted to take home with me. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 29/ 12] Had a better nights rest. Weather quite cool 
and raining most of the morning. Arrived at Ogden at 2 oclock P 
M. Met a number of Ogden men at Depot. Joe Eldredge and LeRoy 
Armstrong rode with me to Salt Lake City. We talked over the po- 
litical situation and gave Armstrong an interview for the Ogden 
Examiner. Allie was at Depot to meet me. Arrived at 3:25 P M. 
After, taking a bath and changing my clothes I walked up to the 
Presidents office and met all the presidency and a number of the 
twelve. The Board of Trustees of the BYU was in session. I went 
with Allie to Chloe and Harold [who] are living in the same flat at 
1st Street and H. Both are comfortably located. We left for Provo 
on the Rio Grande at 7 oclock. Found children fairly well. Anne K 
was not very strong. Had a number of callers. 

[Saturday Aug 31/12] . . . The political situation mixed and many 
are dissatisfied for one thing or another. . . . 

[Sunday Sept 1/12] Attended Meeting at the Temple beginning at 
10 oclock. A W Ivins spoke of the Mexican situation and I followed 
him on the same subject. I defended the attitude of Pres. Taft and 
his administration as did Ivins. I deprecated the remarks of some 
four people criticising Pres Taft for not intervening. My remarks 
were well taken as a rule. Pres. Smith was not present he having 
gone to Joseph to attend Quarterly Conference there. . . . 

[Monday Sept 2/12] . . . Had a talk with Jesse Knight about starting 
another Bank. I explained to him why I thought there was not 
room for another Commercial Bank and suggested that he take an 
interest with the Provo Com’l and Savings and if he decided to 
start a bank in Salt Lake I would take interest in it. It soon devel- 
oped he had up his mind to start a bank. He claims it is to help the 
“people.” Same old cry there are other reasons. The main one is 
to hurt the Provo Com’l Bank, the Bank that has treated him as 
no other bank in this country would. 47 Jesse asked me to go with 


47 Smoot’s bank had been generous with loans to assist Knight’s mining invest- 


ments. 
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him to see his tunnel being run into the Mountain between Provo 
& Springville. He expects to cut a vein of ore. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 3/12] Allie and I went to Salt Lake City on Rio 
Grande. I called on Senator Sutherland. Made an appointment 
with him and Gov Spry to take lunch at the Alta Club at 1 oclock. 
At lunch was discussed the political situation and plans for coming 
State Convention. It was thought wise to have Glen Miller as State 
Chairman and John Lynch is County chairman if he would serve. 
At 2 oclock attended a meeting of the directors of the Herald Re- 
publican. The paper is growing and making a little money. We de- 
cided to sell the old Wells Fargo property as it would cost too much 
to make the necessary changes to accomodate the paper. Met Mr. 
Nutt and Mr. Nunn and discussed the electrical power situation 
and particularly the purchase of the local lighting plants. Mr. Nutt 
is head of the syndicate that has purchased the Telluride Power 
Co and has options on the Knight Power Co and the Davis and 
Weber Power Co. If fact the combination intends to control all the 
electric power in the State if possible. We talked of selling plant at 
Provo and Mr Nunn suggested a price of 350,000.00 This is more 
than it is worth and I will sell for much less. I will sell the Idaho 
plant too. 18 1 called to seejackling as he telephoned he wanted to 
see me. He told me of the purchase of the power companies. They 
would all be owned by the one Co. He would be President Wanted 
to buy the local distributing plants. Wanted me to act as a director. 
Also wants Pres Smith as a director Wants to buy out David Eccles 
and I will go with him next Tuesday to Ogden to see if we can make 
the purchase. Wanted me to take some of the stock and at same 
price as promoters. Made arrangements to go to morrow morning 
to Provo with Nutt and Nunn to look over Olmstead plant in Provo 
Canyon. Brownie came with Anita to Ma’s. 

[Wednesday Sept 4/12] . . . Had a conference with Ed Loose and 
discussed whether we wanted to sell the Electric Co’s business and 
the Control of the Provo Com’l and Savings Bk to Jesse Knight or 

48 There is little, if any, documentation on how Smoot was able to accumulate 
so many interests in so many different business concerns. Nor are his papers suffi- 
cient to indicate how many companies he owned or shared ownership in, though it is 
clear he was wealthy by any standard. 
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allow him to start another bank. Ed was writing to sell the Electric 
Co’s business but was not in favor of selling the control of the 
Bank. He preferred to make the fight if Knight wanted to. He 
would do as I wished in the matter. I will call the directors together 
in a few days and present the matter to them. I decided to go to 
Salt Lake City on Rio Grande train No 3 but it was so late I did not 
go. Very cool today and this evening. 

[Thursday Sept 5/12] Went to Salt Lake City on the San Pedro Ry. 
Went direct to meeting at the temple. There were present the 
Presidency and Lyman, Smoot, Richards Whitney McKay Ivins and 
Jos F Smith Jr. I prayed in opening and Jos FJr in the circle. The 
Mexican situation was considered and it was the sentiment of Pres 
Smith after a statement made by me that conditions would be un- 
settled in Mexico for years to come and if our people could get 
their losses paid it would be best for them to abandon their homes 
in Mexico. I recommended that the claims of the Mormon people 
be made through the State Dept and in the same way and at the 
same time as claims of other Americans are made. This on account 
of the agreement made between our colonies and the Mexican 
Government at the time they first went to Mexico. The agreement 
was they were not [t]o rely on protection from the United States 
and all claim should be made through the Mexico Government. 
My opinion is the Mexican Gov will insist upon this when claims 
are made by the Mormon colonies. I reported my work since leav- 
ing last November. We did not adjourn until after 3 oclock. 1 went 
to the Republican State Convention held at the Salt Lake Theatre. 
The place was packed. It was a good natural and enthusiastic Con- 
vention. Did not adjourn until nearly midnight. I was very tired. 
. . . John McAllister offered me the Presidency of the Sheep and 
Cattle men’s bank to begin business within a few months. The capi- 
tal is to be 500,000.00 They expect to locate the Bank in the Build- 
ing occupied by the Wells Fargo & Co Bank. I refused the offer. 

[Friday Sept 6/12] . . . There are a few sore places left from disap- 
pointed candidates of yesterday. Ed. Callister and James H Ander- 
son are sulking and will do nothing. Susa Y Gates the same. They 
are opposed to Gov Spry. Went to lunch with Bp Nibley. He was 
pleased with the ticket with exception of David Mattson. . . . Held 
a conference with Nunn and Mr. Nutt and tried to agree upon a 
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price for the Electric Co’s plant at Provo. We did not reach an 
agreement. Mr. Nutt offered 150,000.00. Mr. Nunn asks 

250.000. 00. I am willing to take 200,000.00. Brownie Smoot sold 
Mr Nutt the plant at Preston, Idaho for 30,000.00. He will make 
about 5000.00 over and above cost. I let Brownie do the trading. 

[Sunday Sept 8/12 ] Chloe and baby came for a rest. Babe has been 
real poorly for last two weeks. Grover Rebentish came down from 
Salt Lake City to see Anne K. They have been keeping company 
for nearly two years. I went to meeting at 2 oclock at the Tabernacle 
and spoke for about 40 minutes. In the evening Grover Rebentish 
asked Allie and I for Anne K. We had a talk as to his future plans 
as to his past life and I believe he has been a clean moral young 
man. We gave our consent. Anne K seemed to be happy. . . . 

[Monday Sept 9/12 ] . . . Held a meeting of the Directors of the Provo 
Coml and Savings Bank and I presented to them what Knight had 
told me about starting up another bank or two in Provo. Asked 
them if they were willing to sell the control of the Bank to Knight 
and if so I thought he would buy it. All agreed not to do so and 
would not listen to it. Jesse Knight will next want to divide the 
Western Construction Co outfit. . . . 4J 

[Wednesday Sept 11/12] Was busy at bank with my mail. Baby is 
much better and Chloe and baby returned to Salt Lake in after- 
noon. Allie went with her. I went to Salt Lake on San Pedro Ry. 
Met Nunn and Nutt. Mr. Nunn stated he had agreed to sell all the 
local electric light permits including Provo if agreeable to me. We 
were to receive 175,000.00 for Provo plant. I was not satisfied with 
that price and told Nutt I wanted 200,000.00. We finally agreed on 

200.000. 00, 15,000.00 to be paid down and balance Oct. 15th. We 
to pay all accounts owing by the Company and have all cash on 
hand as of August 31st. I had dinner at the Utah Hotel with Nunn 
and a number of the boys. . . . so 


49 Despite Knight’s “rags-to-riches” story and talent for discovering valuable min- 
ing properties, Smoot was less impressed with his business acumen. Although he joint- 
ventured a number of enterprises with Knight, Smoot was cautious and turned down 
as many of his deals as he accepted. 

50 Of “the boys,” he refers specifically to his machine, the Federal Bunch, or 
some of his business partners and cronies. 
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[Friday Sept 13/12] Today the Third party calling themselves Pro- 
gressives or Bull Mooser met in Convention at Ogden and nomi- 
nated a state ticket. Nephi L Morris as Governor, C E Loose and 
Lewis Larsen of Manti for Congress. The Convention and ticket 
made up mostly of distinguished republicans. Col Roosevelt the 
chief Bull Mooser arrived at Ogden in afternoon and spoke to a 
great crowd of people. Same old song that Taft had stolen his 
election. . . . 

[Saturday Sept 14/12] Allie, Zella and myself took Rio Grande 8 
oclock train for Provo. Was crowded with business all day. Dictated 
letters between callers. The 3rd party men are very enthusiastic 
and think they will defeat the Republican party in the State and 
that is their greatest desire. 

[Monday Sept 16/12] Spent most of the day answering letters and 
paying local bills. In the evening a number of friends called to 
tell Allie good bye as she leaves Provo tomorrow on her way to 
Washington. 

[Tuesday Sept 17/12] We were married 28 years ago at Logan. . . . 
Ma Eldredge had all my family and her own with her two sisters to 
dinner. We had a very pleasant evening. We had Harold Eldredge 
and wife sing, all danced and I spoke to them for twenty minutes. 
She did have a fine dinner. 

[Sunday Sept 22/12] Attended the Breakfast at 9:30 A M given by 
the Commercial Club in honor of Secy [of War Henry L.] Stimson. 
The speakers were Gov Spry Judge C C Goodwin 51 who was so 
poorly he could not finish what he intended to say, He lost his 
mind, O W Powers 52 the Secy and myself. The subject discussed 
was making Fort Douglas a Brigade post and the reasons for it. 
After breakfast I took the party to the tabernacle calling for the 
ladies at the Hotel and listened to an organ recital, one of the best 
I ever heard. The party all went up to the Choir stand. I introduced 
them to Prof McClellan and he played for some time longer show- 


51 Goodwin was a longtime editor of the Salt Lake Tribune. He was vitriolic to- 
wards Mormons and had been a thorn in Smoot’s side when Smoot’s election was con- 
tested. He had mellowed somewhat by 1912. 

52 Orlando W. Powers was a federal judge during the polygamy prosecutions. 
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ing them the wonderful variety of organ stops he has. At one oclock 
we drove around the city returned to the Hotel at 2 oclock. I had 
lunch with the Secretary's party including Gov Spry and wife. After 
lunch I took Mrs Stimson Miss Gamble and Senator Sutherland on 
an Auto ride about 20 miles up Parleys Canyon. In the evening 
attended the Musical at the Utah Hotel with the party. The party 
left for Yellowstone Park on midnight train. They all had a delight- 
ful visit. Had much praise for Utah. 

[Tuesday Sept 24/12] Took breakfast at the Hotel Roberts. . . . 
Called on Jacklin and talked over the situation of the strike at Bing- 
ham. ’’ He thinks the State troops ought to be called out at once 
and drive the strikers out of the State and protect the men who 
want to go to work. I saw the Governor and he tells me no violence 
has been committed by the men and the county officers have made 
no request for assistance from the State. The situation is serious. 
Had lunch at the Commercial Club with the Gov and we talked 
over the coming campaign. He feels positive that the State will go 
Republican notwithstanding the Bull Moose movement. Sen Suth- 
erland and I called on Pres Smith and discussed the political situ- 
ation. Pres Smith said the time had come when we ought to defend 
the constitution and I advised against the fads and isms being 
preached as progressive doctrines. He agreed with the Administra- 
tions Mexican policy. I looked over the recent land Laws as I speak 
on them next Monday at the Irrigation Congress. 

[Wednesday Sept 25/12] Dictated a number of letters. Visited the 
Republican headquarters and agreed with Henry Gardner that E 
D Woolley should withdraw from the ticket as a Presidential elec- 
tor as he was a polygamist and if the election was close his election 
would be contested. Pres Smith agreed he should do so. I stopped 
at 216 East. The folks all went to the theatre but me. 

[Thursday Sept 26/12] Was at office long enough to get off several 
telegrams and answer a few letters. Was at the meeting of the Presi- 
dency and Twelve at 10:30. Jas E Talmage prayed in the opening 


53 Bingham mine was at the south end of Salt Lake Valley and was one of the 
larger mining properties in Utah. It would become one of the largest copper mines in 
the world. 
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and 0 F Whitney in circle. President Smith spoke of our duty in 
sustaining the Constitution and Law and order and suggested that 
the members of the Quorum speak of it in their visits among the 
Stakes and at the coming Conference. I met Gov Spry and Geo T 
Odell’ 1 and we discussed politics a little. Geo T wants to go to Con- 
gress and may make the race two years hence. 1 suggested that he 
get acquainted with the leading Republicans all over the State. 1 
went to Provo on the No 4 Rio Grande train. 

[Saturday Sept 28/12] Pres Smith’s letter in the Era [magazine] en- 
dorsing the Administration of Pres Taft has created a lot of politi- 
cal talk especially among the democrats. The leaders of the Demo- 
crats and Bull Moosers expected to make a great deal of political 
capital out of the Mexican situation. Pres Smiths article will no 
doubt check that. Was busy at the office answering mail and pre- 
pared my notes for speech next Monday at Irrigation Congress. 
Was at Republican Headquarters. 

[Monday Sept 30/12] The opening of the 20th International Irri- 
gation Congress at the Tabernacle at 10 oclock. The Tabernacle 
was filled. The exercises were most interesting. . . . The Taberna- 
cle and the principle streets of the City are beautifully deco- 
rated. The afternoon session of Congress was held at the Assem- 
bly Hall at 2.30 I was the first speaker and allowed 30 minutes 
but at end of thirty minutes was asked by Convention to pro- 
ceed. I spoke for another 30 minutes. My subject was the “Liber- 
alizing of our Land Laws.” I was congratulated on my speech by 
many. Other speakers were B H Roberts, S B Young,” and Bar- 
stow of Kansas. In the evening there was the largest and most 
brilliant and unique parade ever seen in Salt Lake City. I never 
saw the streets of Salt Lake so crowded. At 10 oclock I attended 
the reception at the Commercial Club to meet the delegates of 
the Irrigation Congress. Met many people from different parts 
of the State and intermountain country. 


54 George T. Odell was one of the co-founders and later president of Consoli- 
dated Wagon and Machine Company and was on the directorships of other Utah busi- 
nesses. An ardent Republican, he helped found and operate the “Sevens”— a 1920s 
party machine that tried to manipulate elections. 

55 Seymour Bicknell Young (1837-1924) was a nephew of Brigham Young and 
active in civic affairs. He was also one of the LDS Seven Presidents of the Seventies. 
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[Tuesday Oct 1/12] The Quorum of Twelve was to meet but on ac- 
count of Pres Lyman being called to Tooele on Court matters it 
was postponed until tomorrow. . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 2/12j Was at office early and dictated a number of 
letters. Went to Quorum meeting at 10 oclock. All present but 
Clawson and Richards. Each one present spoke reporting his la- 
bors in general for last three months. We did not get through until 
4 oclock. I went to fair with the Gov and wife. We met at the fair 
Pres Smith and Pres Penrose and wife. After looking at the races 
for a short time Pres McDonald invited us to dinner. He had pre- 
pared a fine dinner. There was also present at Dinner Ed Callister 
and Henry Gardner. The cattle and horses were brought out and 
were looked at by us. Some fine horses. After the fair Pres Smith 
asked me to go with him to the Colonial Theatre to see the play 
“The Man from Home.” It was slaughtered. 

[Thursday Oct 3/12] The meeting of the Presidency and twelve was 
held at 10.30. The Presidency 10 of the Quorum and Patriarch 
were present. A great deal of discussion over recommendation of 
Pres Lyman for a change in the Presidency of Eastern States Mis- 
sion, California Mission and the Sandwich Island Mission. Pres 
Smith defended all the present Presidents. The sacrament was par- 
taken of. In the evening a dance and reception were given at the 
Utah Hotel by the Com’l Club in honor of the officers of the Irri- 
gation Congress. A great crowd present and all seemed to be en- 
joying themselves. 

[Friday Oct 4/12] First day of Conference. Meeting at Tabernacle 
at 10 oclock. . . . The speakers were Pres Smith and Pres Lund. 
Most of the time occupied by Pres Smith. He defended the action 
of our Gov and Pres Taft in the administration of Mexican affairs 
and spoke of the duty it was of the latter day [saints] to support 
the Constitution." Many of our democratic and Bull Moosers did 


56 Smith said: “I cannot refrain from expressing my sincere gratitude to our na- 
tional authorities for the generous kindness they have shown to the American citi- 
zens. . . . Some of our people and many others have stood ready to condemn the 
authorities of our nation .... But I feel thankful a higher wisdom has dictated the 
course of the executive authorities of our nation, by which they have kept their hands 
clean from the shedding of blood.” 
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not like it. Afternoon session was held at 2 oclock. Speakers were 
Chas H Hart, Jos McMurrin, R S Wells and Golden Kimball of the 
70s. Golden Kimball made a very foolish speech. ’ 7 After the after- 
noon meeting I met with the Presidency and a number of the men 
in charge of the Mexican situation and we discussed what best to 
do. I wired the Secy of State of the looting and assaults now being 
made at Colonial Juarez by the rebels with seemingly no notice 
taken of their action by the Federal troops. It is very doubtful that 
the claims for lost property of our colonists can be made through 
our Government on account of an agreement between them and 
the Mexican Government. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 5/12] . . . B H Roberts made a speech no doubt in- 
tended as an answer to the opening speech of Pres Smith and his 
Era article. 58 Just before close of Meeting Pres Smith referred to it 
and then punctured it completely. . . 

[Sunday Oct 6/12] . . . The speakers at the morning session were 
Pres Penrose and O F Whitney. Penrose 1 ’ 11 completely answered 
Roberts and did it in a splendid way. Afternoon session was ad- 
dressed by Geo A Smith. Hy G Smith Jr J. E Talmage and closing 
remarks by Pres Smith. Bro Talmage gave Roberts a rap also. 51 It 


57 J. Golden Kimball defended freedom of thought and urged people to be cau- 
tious during an election year: “My temperament is such that I cannot say anything in- 
spiring, or bubble with enthusiasm, and be clear, happy, or joyous if I have to wear a 
restraining collar and cater to popular sentiments. I would like my preaching to have 
color, thrill, feel homelike, and revive old memories and myself feel free as a colt in 
the pasture. Now if I can’t feel that way among Latter-Day Saints, where on earth can 
I go that I will feel free . . . For the past month or so, I have been reading political plat- 
forms and promises, and pledges enough to last the people of these United States for 
a thousand years, if they are carried out.” 

58 Roberts argued for freedom of opinion. He also stated that, despite the 
church view of the divinity of the Constitution, times change and the Constitution 
can adapt to change without damaging its integrity. 

59 Smith’s rejoinder: “I think that in the realms of liberty, and the exercise of 
human judgment, all men should exercise extreme caution, that they do not change 
or abolish those things which God has willed and has inspired to be done. It has been 
in this realm of freedom, and the exercise of human judgment that most of the evils 
that have occurred in the world have been done." 

60 Apostle Charles W. Penrose echoed Smith’s sentiments of the previous day. 

61 Talmage said: “We do stand for the Constitution and do not believe in any 
false notions of advancement and enlightenment and progressivism such as seeks to 
undermine that foundation of our liberties.” 
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is generally conceded that Roberts was sat upon for his speech yes- 
terday morning. The music during the Conference was fine. Great 
crowds present. People well satisfied but some of the Democrats 
were displeased. Wired E D Woolley to send his resignation as Elec- 
tor on Republican ticket at once. Chloe is quite sick. 

[Monday Oct 7/12] Received telegram from E D Woolley resigning 
from Ticket as Presidential elector. The State Control Committee 
met and appointed M H Walker in place of Woolley. I met at the 
temple at 10 oclock with the Quorum of Twelve and Mission Presi- 
dents. Listened to reports of conditions in the Missionary fields of 
the United States and Mexico. Bro Pratt Pres Mexican Mission 
wants to continue the Mexican Mission and also desires more eld- 
ers. The general Mission work is in a prosperous shape. Bro Lyman 
told the Mission Presidents they were to assist in maintaining the 
Liahona or Elders Journal and not expect the members of the Quo- 
rum to furnish the editorials or act as subscription agents. This 
question was brought up on account of a letter received by him 
from Jos A McRae the editor of the Liahona. Attended stock hold- 
ers meeting of the Herald Republican. Report shows a gain of 
about 15,000.00 for past year. In the evening I attended a reception 
given at the Bishops Building by the Presidency of the Church to 
Presidents of Stakes and Missions. About three hundred persons 
present. Had music and speaking. Light refreshments were served. 
A very pleasant evening was spent. 

[Tuesday Oct 8/ 12] The meeting of the Quorum of the Twelve with 
the Mission Presidents [continued] ... I attended the General 
Priesthood meeting in the Assembly Hall. President Smith again 
spoke of the conditions in Mexico and also mentioned the good 
work I had done in Washington and how pleased he was with my 
being in the Senate. No doubt some of the Democrats will take 
exception to it. After the meeting with the Mission Presidents I 
attended a directors meeting of the Guardian Casualty Co. A 3% 
Dividend was declared. Business in fair condition. Then attended 
a meeting at the Presidents office with about six of the twelve, the 
leading men of our people in Mexico. The situation was gone over 
in detail. Bro Bentley 62 wanted our people to return [to Mexico] 
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and considered it safe. He was a Mexican citizen. Had two families. 
Spoke in highest terms of the treatment accorded him by the Mexi- 
cans. The others from Mexico did not agree with him. It was de- 
cided that any of our people desiring to return could do so but it 
was on their own responsibility. They were at liberty to go back or 
locate in the United States. The Church would assist them as far 
as possible in either case. Many of the families are polygamists 
families. 

[Thursday Oct 10/12] ... I went to meeting at Temple all present 
of 1st Presidency and Quorum of Twelve and Patriarch but 
Richards and Clawson. Pres Smith prayed in opening and Lund in 
circle. No special business was acted upon with exception of the 
approval of a letter of the Presidency giving their views as to the 
future action to be taken by our people that have been driven out 
of Mexico. . . . 

[Friday Oct 11/12] Left for Provo on Rio Grande. At 8 oclock A.M. 
Spent most of the morning with callers and after noon preparing 
notes for my speech this evening. A Republican Rally was held at 
the Opera house at 8 oclock P.M. The house was filled and music 
was furnished by the Brass Band and Ladies Quartet. The first 
speaker was Heber C Iverson. He occupied about 25 minutes. I 
spoke for nearly two hours and with great power. Had the closest 
attention. People were standing during the whole evening. At close 
of my speech many came on the stage to congratulate me. Several 
said it was the best political speech they had ever heard. My speech 
was the opening [of] the Republican Campaign. 

[Sunday Oct 13/12] Rested a great part of the day. Very tired and 
a little hoarse from speaking. In the afternoon drove around town 
and looked at some building lots. I want to help Chloe and Harold 
get themselves a home. 

[Monday Oct 14/12] Left for Provo on the R G at 8 oclock. Dictated 
a great many letters and had an unusual number of callers. At- 
tended a meeting of the Executive Committee of the B Y U at 
which it was agreed to build an amusement hall for the University. 


is referred to. 
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. . . Theodore Roosevelt was shot at Milwaukee Wis by a man 
named Schrank. Was not considered serious. Roosevelt filled his 
engagement to speak after it occurred. 

[Thursday Oct 17/12] I left for Salt Lake City on San Pedro Train 
at 8:45 A M. On arrival went to our weekly meeting at the Temple. 
All present that were last week. Geo F Richards reported a little 
better. Grant prayed in opening and Ivins in circle. Ivins"’ was ap- 
pointed to go at once to Mexico and arrange if possible for the 
remittance of the taxes on the Mormon people’s property that 
have been driven from their homes. I was appointed to attend the 
Woodruff Conference. I do not see how I can go. In the evening 
I went to Jas E Talmage’s home. There were present Pres Smith 
and also nine of the Apostles with their wives, R W Young Pres of 
Stake with Jos Wells his counsellor. After light lunch Pres Smith 
dedicated his home" 4 and Pres Lund and Lyman offered a few re- 
marks. Talmage bought the Teasdale home on cor[ner] of C St and 
1st Ave. 

[Friday Oct 18/12] I left for Provo on Rio Grande on arrival went 
direct to the Bank. Guy S Eldredge came down and tells me the 
Bank at Tacoma has made a demand for the payment of his note 
of 5000.00 that I endorsed for him. I had to raise the money for 
him as I expected I would have to. Met with a number of the busi- 
ness men of Provo and the Representatives of the people who are 
going to build the Inter-urban Railroad from Payson to Salt Lake 
to see where the line was going to run in Provo. They had planned 
to run it from present depot north to 5th South St east to 5th West 
North to Center St East to Academy Ave North to B Y U University. 
I explained to them if it was business they wanted that route would 
not be satisfactory and suggested they put their depot on 5th South 
and Academy Ave. Run from present Union depot north to 5th So 
east to Academy Ave North to University and their through train 
West on 5th Ave and north on 5th West. They thought it was the 
proper thing to do. The East and West end fight is up again. They 


63 Prior to his call to the Quorum of Twelve Apostles in 1907, Anthony Wood- 
ward Ivins (1852-1934) served as president for the Juarez Stake in Mexico. 

64 It was, and to lesser extent still is, customary in the Mormon church to dedi- 
cate one’s new home and invoke the powers of heaven to bless it. 
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also wanted an exclusive franchise or at least none other granted 
until they had their road well underway. I would not agree to this 
and so told them. There are other parties asking for a franchise. 
Jesse Knight, Ed Loose, W Ray, R R Irvine Jr. John Farrer S H 
Belmont, Wm M Roylance were present. I took dinner with Ed 
Loose and slept at his home. Most beautiful weather. 

[Thursday Oct 24/12] I left Ogden at 8:15 A M for Salt Lake City. 
Attended the meeting at Temple at 10:30. Jos FJr prayed in open- 
ing and Lyman in circle. We got through and adjourned by 12:15 
the first time for many many months. We generally hold until 2 or 
three oclock. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 29/12] . . . Left for Logan on O S Line Ry at 4:30 p.m. 
Did not arrive at Logan until 9 oclock. Went direct to Rally held 
in the Nibley Hall and spoke for one hour and half. I stopped at 
the Lincoln Hotel, the one I stopped at the time Allie and I were 
married in 1884. Stormy night. 

[Friday Nov 1/12] I was feeling poorly all day long. I needed to rest 
some but could not do so. A large rally was held at the Salt Lake 
Theatre. The house was filled. The music was good. The speakers 
were Gov Spry, Dr. Scofield and myself. I was suffering from a 
headache and with the fever I had my throat was dry and it was 
hard to talk. The rally was a good one. 

[Saturday Nov 2/12] I left for Provo on Rio Grande at 8 oclock am. 
Was not well and during the day was sick at my stomach and had 
a severe headache. I had to cancel my date to speak at Mapleton 
and Springville. Ed Loose took me to his home and doctored me 
up. It was a great disappointment to the managers of campaign. I 
sent word to the people the reason I could not attend the rallies. 

[Sunday Nov 3/12] The Democrats seem very confident of carrying 
the State. The State Chairman of Republican party Henry Gardner 
seems more than confident. . . . Had dinner at Chloes. I told 
Harold and Chloe I would purchase each of them a building lot 
and give them 5000.00 towards building a home. I was not feeling 
well. 


[Monday Nov 4/12] . . . The Democrats and Bull Moosers are put- 
ting out some scurrilous campaign literature mostly directed 
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against me. They are very bitter this campaign. I left for Provo on 
Rio Grande 4:50 pm train. I stopped at Maggie Dusenberry’s. 65 At- 
tended the reception given by the Ladies Republican Club. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 5/ 12] The weather cleared and fine day over head for 
election in Utah. No great excitement in Provo. The voting very 
quiet. The racket will begin tonight. I attended to a lot of private 
business. Paid my local bills and taxes. Subscribed for $40,000.00 
of ten yr 6% Gold notes of Utah Securities Corporation 30% first 
installment. I left for Salt Lake City on 4:20 pm San Pedro train. 
Called on J C Jackling with L. Holbrook and delivered to him drafts 
for 30% payment on Gold notes above mention. Ed Loose sub- 
scribed for 25,000.00 and Holbrook for 10,000.00. The election 
returns gave Wilson the election early in the evening and knew it 
would. Roosevelt ran stronger than I thought he would. Carried 
more states than Taft. Utah State Republican ticket elected and 
Taft earned the state. I do not believe Wilson’s popular vote will 
be as large as Bryan’s four years ago yet he will have the largest 
electoral vote of any President for a long time. The Bull Moosers 
did not defeat the Republican party in Utah as they did in nearly 
all Republican States. It was impossible for the party to win in the 
nation divided as it was. 

[Wednesday Nov 6/12] The Democrats are disappointed in not 
carrying Utah. They thought sure the Bull Moosers would secure 
enough votes to defeat the Rep party in the State as they did in 
the nation. ... I deposited at the bank $8000.00 for Chloe to 
buy her a lot and build her a home and $5000.00 for Harold to 
build him a home. . . . The returns show Taft carried Utah by 
about 15,000 votes. Every person on the State ticket was elected. 
The Democrats are claiming that the leaders of the Democratic 
party are going to start an investigation of the State of Utah and 
clean out the office holders and stop what they term Church 
interference in politics. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 7/12] ...OF Whitney prayed in the opening and I 
prayed in the circle. I opposed the Church advancing $40,000.00 
on B F Grant’s dry farm located in Juab Co. with a privilege of 

65 
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redeeming it in one year. This is to allow Heber J. Grant to pay 
what he is owing the Church and only partially secured. I prefer 
the Implement Co stock to the Dry farm of B F Grant. I met with 
Pres Smith and Heber J. later in the day and gave my reasons. I 
believe Pres Smith will take the same position. 

[Saturday Nov 9/12] ... In the evening I went to dinner with Pres 
Smith and wife Edna to Susa Y Gates. We spent a pleasant evening. 
Lulu 66 sang a few songs. Pres Smith gave her a blessing before leav- 
ing for Germany to persue her musical career. 

[Friday Nov 15/12] I called on President 67 this morning. . . . We 
talked over the recent election and the future polity of the Repub- 
lican party. He felt fine over his defeat and expressed himself as 
pleased that Roosevelt was not elected for if he had succeeded our 
Government by the Constitution would have become in danger. 

. . . Socialism in its worse form would have been put in force. He 
asked me to see if possible that the electoral vote of Utah be not 
cast for Geo Hadley of Mo. and suggested it be given to a man like 
Murray Butler of New York. I will write to each of our electors. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 19/12] I called on Dr. Clayton at 9:45 am. He made 
an examination of me from head to toe. Found me perfectly sound. 
Blood pressure as strong as a man of twenty years. My kidney af- 
fected by nervousness brought on by over work. Told me I had to 
go slower and take a rest. Will make an examination of my water 
later. His ordinary test showed my water alright. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 21/12] . . . Fred Dubois was out in an interview in 
the Post this morning claiming the Democrats were defeated in 
Idaho by Mormon votes dictated to and directed by the President 
of the Church. I asked Addison Smith to put an interview in to- 
morrow’s post denying the statement. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 26/12] . . . The democrats and Insurgents are trying 
to get together on the election of a President Protempore of the 
Senate next week and an understanding of committee appoint- 


66 Emma Lucy Gates, one of Mormondom’s more talented singers who per- 
formed throughout Europe and the United States. She later married Apostle Albert 
E. Bowen. 

67 President William Howard Taft. 
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ments when Democrats control the Senate. I doubt whether an 
agreement can be reached and if it is it will not help the cause of 
the Insurgents of so called progressives. All the Insurgent Senators 
with exception of Poindexter have returned their biographies and 
name themselves as Republicans. . . . 

[Thursday Dec 5/12] . . . Senator K I Perky 68 the new senator from 
Idaho told me he wanted a confidential talk with me very soon. He 
intimated there was a move on foot for an investigation of the Mor- 
mon Church. 

[Friday Dec 6/12] Received word from home that David Eccles 
dropped dead last evening from heart failure in Salt Lake City. . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 10/12] Had a delegation of ladies call on me with a 
request that I accept the position of Vice President of a Suffrage 
organization and support a bill introduced in the House by Con- 
gressman French 66 of Idaho. I refused to do so. . . . 

[Wednesday Dec 11/12] ... I attended a small dinner party given by 
Senator Root at the Metropolitan Club. There were present at the 
dinner Sens. Root, Lodge, Crane, Sutherland, also Ambassador 
Tower, Nicholas Murray Butler and Secy of War Stimson. After 
dinner was over we discussed the recent election and the best way 
to proceed to strengthen the party for the future. Many sugges- 
tions were offered and finally decided we should have other meet- 
ings in the future. Roosevelt no doubt has decided to continue his 
fight against the party. . . . 

[Thursday Dec 12/12] . . . After Senate adjourned I went home and 
at 7:45 with Allie called for Senator and Mrs. Curtis™ and we went 
to a dinner at the White House given by President and Mrs Taft 
in honor of the cabinet members. There were about 80 present. 
The table in the dining room was arranged in Horseshoe form. 
The flowers were beautiful. The ladies dresses were beautiful and 


68 Democratic senator Kirtland Irving Perky (1867-1936) of Idaho was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Senator Weldon B. Heybum. 

69 Republican representative Burton Lee French (1875-1954). 

70 Republican senator Charles Curtis (1860-1936) of Kansas. He had just lost 
his bid for re-election but regained his seat in 1914 and was later elected vice-presi- 
dent under Herbert Hoover. 
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every one had a most pleasant evening. It is stated that the invited 
guests were the close personal friends of the President. Mrs Taft 
asked me to go with her in the East room (shortly after dinner) 
and we talked over the results of recent election and the Presi- 
dent’s contemplated trip to Panama. Mrs Taft is looking a little 
better than last fall but she is far from being well. 

[Sunday Dec 15/12] . . . We began our meetings at 7 oclock. There 
were present about 45 people. We appointed a committee to ar- 
range for holiday entertainments for the Utah people. President 
Richards was appointed Supt of our Sunday School to be started 
as soon as possible. Speakers were Jos Howell, Bro Vandyke a mis- 
sionary and myself. 

[Saturday Dec 28/12] Sen Sutherland and I called on the Secy of 
Interior 71 and asked him to appoint Mr Thurber of Sp[anish] Fork 
as Indian Agent at White rocks. He made all manner of excuses 
and wanted more time to investigate. I asked him why he did not 
be honest with himself and us and said what he no doubt had made 
up his mind not to appoint a Utah man. I told him I did not pro- 
pose to ask him again and he could appoint Mr Martin or any other 
man he saw fit and let him arrange for extension of time for Water 
filings of Indians and many other questions to settle. I informed 
him that every man in Utah was not dishonest. I left him not feeling 
very well. . . . 


71 With Richard A. Ballinger’s resignation in 1911, Smoot’s influence with the 
Department of the Interior waned. The new secretary, Walter Lowrie Fisher, was of 
the more liberal, reform-minded wing of the party. He and Smoot never saw eye to 
eye on crucial issues affecting the West. 
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[Friday Jany 3/13] Sen Jeff Davis' died last night at his home in 
Arkansas at 1 oclock A.M. His death was very sudden No one in 
the Senate knew he was sick. Died of apoplexy. He was as uncouth 
a man as I ever met. I always thought it strange that Arkansas would 
send such a man to the Senate. The Senate adjourned as a mark 
of respect for him no business was being done. ... I asked the 
President if he would like to have Emma Lucy Gates sing for Mrs 
Taft at the Whitehouse as she was on her way to Europe and could 
sing and would be pleased to do so any evening between Jany 14- 
22nd. The President suggested that she sing after the Dinner given 
for the Speaker of the House about Jany 17th. Had Secy Hilles take 
it up with Mrs Taft and will let me know soon. I talked over the 
Mexican situation The President tells me the Secy of State of Mex- 
ico has been here for last week and promises that 2000 troops will 
be sent into Northern Mexico and the American people and Am 
interests protected. I took Allie and Anne K to the Whitehouse 
Reception. Uncle Joe Cannon the oldest man present waltzed in 
the east room with the prettiest girl. Uncle Joe selected Anne K as 
the prettiest girl. . . . 

[Thursday Jany 9/ 13] This morning I took Mr. O’Donnell of Vernal 

1 Democratic senator Jeff Davis (1862-1913) of Arkansas was just finishing his 
first term in the Senate. 
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to see the President While there I asked the President to rescind 
his executive order discontinuing the Vernal land office and told 
him it was done without one word being said to the Utah delega- 
tion or any member of it. Explained why it was a mistake. The Presi- 
dent said he would do so if it could be done. Will let me know 
Saturday. . . . 

[Friday Jany 10/13] . . . We had at dinner besides family Sen Page 2 
& wife & Sen Bradley 3 also Geo W Riter of Salt Lake City. We ex- 
pected W H. King but he telephoned Mrs King was here and he 
could not come. They did not say one word about her being here 
when I asked him to dinner this morning and when he accepted. 
It was a nasty way to treat me. . . , 4 5 6 

[Saturday Jany 11/13] ... In the evening Allie and I went to the 
dinner at the New Willard given by the Geographical Society. The 
honored guest was R Amundsen 3 the discoverer of the South pole. 
Admiral Peary [sic] the discoverer of the North pole was the toast- 
master. . . . Peary presented Amundsen a gold medal for the Geo- 
graphical Society in a very neat speech. Amundsen responded. I 
remember the Society presented a medal to Amundsen 5 yrs ago 
in the same room. . . . 

[Monday Jany 13/13] . . . The Senate voted on the Archibald case. 
The Galleries were crowded. The Judge was declared guilty on five 
of the Articles of impeachment. It was hard for me to vote against 
him for I don’t believe the judge feels he has done a wrong. Some 
of the Senators seemed to enjoy the Judges suffering. Atty 
Worthington” sent me a note asking if he should ask the Senate to 
remove him from office and inflict no further penalties. I told him 
not to do so as that question had been discussed and would be 
before final decision was reached. Allie and I went with W H King 
and wife to the New National theatre and saw Ottis Skinner in 
Kismet. It was a weird play depicting Oriental life. 


2 Republican senator Carroll Smalley Page (1843-1925) of Vermont. 

3 Republican senator William O’Connell Bradley (1847-1914) of Kentucky. 

4 This was another salvo in a battle that would continue when King became a 
fellow senator in 1916. 

5 Roald Amundsen. 

6 This was the same attorney who defended Smoot during the Smoot Hearings. 
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[Tuesday Jany 14/13] ... In the evening I took Allie, Anne K, 
Brownie and Anita to the White house reception. A great crowd 
was present. The crowd did not get through shaking hands with 
the President until nearly 1 1 oclock. The President opening the 
dancing for the evening by waltzing with Mrs. Pinkney. He is rather 
a good dancer. 

[Sunday Jany 19/13] ... In the evening we held a meeting begin- 
ning at 7 oclock The largest crowd we ever had was present. Quite 
a number of non-members. Thos N Taylor and Daughter of Provo 
were present McArthur spoke on the Personality of God. Elder 
Davis a missionary from New York was present and showed the 
pictures depicting the church history. Some of the pictures were 
fine and quite a number of them were very poor. The picture of 
myself was a good one but the ones of Pres Jos F Smith, B H 
Roberts and F M Lyman were very poor. Will tell Ben E Rich the 
collector of the pictures he ought to get new ones instead of poor 
ones if they are to be used in public much. 

[Monday Jany 20/13] ... In the evening attended a dinner given by 
Jos G Cannon to about forty of his close friends. After dinner was 
over Cannon announced there would be no speeches. The evening 
was spent by Uncle Joe telling some of his early experiences. Eve- 
ryone enjoyed himself. I had quite a talk during dinner with Sena- 
tor O Gorman.' He says Cardinal Farley 7 8 is a staunch friend and 
defender of mine. At a dinner given the Cardinal in New York he 
was telling the Senator how he admired me and my course as a 
public man. 

[Saturday Feby 1/13] . . . Senator Pointdexter 9 brought into the dis- 
cussion the Mormon question and I told the Senate he was mis- 
taken in his remarks. . . . 

[Sunday Feby 2/13] . . . Meeting was held at 7 oclock. Had at meet- 
ing four non members all from Washington. We had a fine meet- 
ing. Shirleyjones made a fine address. Other speakers were Wool- 


7 Democratic senator James Aloysius Gorman (1860-1943) of New York. 

8 John Murphy Farley (1842-1918) was elevated to his present status in 1911. 

9 Republican senator Miles Poindexter (1868-1946) of Washington. 


V. 1913 


ley, John P Meakin and myself. Had singing after services. Strang- 
ers were delighted with services. 

[Wednesday Feby 5/13] . . . Allie and I went to Senator Cranes to 
dinner at 8 oclock. ... We had a very pleasant time. Sen Crane 
begins to feel he made a mistake in announcing he would not be 
a candidate for Senator as his health is much better than a year 
ago. If announcement had not been made Crane would have been 
re elected sure. Crane will be lonesome after his term expires. I 
will miss him greatly. We are very dear friends. 

[Saturday Feby 8/13] I received a letter from the President’s Secre- 
tary advising me the President would suspend the order until Feby 
15/1914 consolidating the Vernal Land office with the Salt Lake 
office. I called on the President and told him I did not want the 
order suspended but I wanted it revoked. He asked me to write 
him a letter to that effect. . . . 

[Sunday Feby 9/13 ] . . .In the afternoon Senator Crane telephoned 
and asked me to come and take dinner with them at 7.30. I went 
but could not eat much I spent the evening until 10 oclock in con- 
versation with the Senator and Mrs Crane. I told them of my ex- 
periences I had while on my mission in England. We spent a most 
enjoyable evening. Allie should reach Salt Lake tonight. Received 
a telegram from Gov Spry complaining of the interview given the 
Herald Republican on the failure of the Utah Legislature in ratify- 
ing the Constitutional Amendment to elect U S senators by the 
direct vote of the people. . . . 

[Tues Feby 11/13] ... In the evening I attended the exercise com- 
memorative of the 104th anniversary of Lincoln’s Birthday under 
auspices of the Dept of the Potomac GAR held in the First Con- 
gregational church. . . . The speakers were John McElroy chair- 
man, Lieut Gen. Nelson A Miles 10 Congressman H M Towner" and 
myself. I was most fortunate in my speech. It was enthusiastically 
received. At close of exercises I was congratulated by hundreds 
and a great part of the audience shook hands with me. Gen Miles 


10 General Miles was a national military hero. He was the last prominent gen- 
eral to be involved in the final Indian wars of the late nineteenth century. 

11 Republican representative Horace Mann Towner (1855-1937) of Iowa. 
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told me he enjoyed every word of it. The old soldiers crowded 
around and many said God bless you. . . . 

[Monday Feby 15/13] ... I prevailed upon Pres Taft to revoke his 
executive order discontinuing the Vernal Land Office. 

[Tuesday Feby 18/13] . . . The Senate passed the Immigration Bill 1 J 
over the veto of the President by a vote of 72 to 18. 1 received a tele- 
gram from Pres Smith asking me to sustain the Presidents veto but 
I wired him I could not and if present bill was defeated a more radi- 
cal one would be passed by next Congress. . . . 

[Tuesday Feby 25/13] Arranged for Utah boys to meet the President 
and had Van Wagoner” take them around the City. Attended the 
meeting of Appropriation Comm[ittee] most of day and agreed 
upon the Sunday Civil Bill. I secured an item creating a Fish Cul- 
tural Station for Utah. . . . 

[Saturday Mar 1/13 ] The Senate convened at 10 oclock and spent 
most of the time until after midnight discussing appropriation 
Bills. I was taken quite ill at midnight and was sent home in 
Senator Olivers Auto. 14 I had been suffering all day with the 
headache and could not stand it longer. On arriving home 
found Mrs Hamilton had arrived and also Grover Rebentish. I 
soaked my feet in mustard water and took a heavy dose of physic 
and went to bed. Senate recessed until 2 oclock tomorrow. 

[Sunday Mar 2/13] I was at the office at 10.30 oclock. Looked 
over mail. Had dinner at one oclock and was at session of Senate 
at 2 oclock. . . . We held our meeting. I was present at the 
opening exercises and then turned the meeting over to Bp 
Nibley 15 to preside. We had a large crowd present Many Utah 
people here of Inauguration attended. We could hardly get them 
in the house. 


12 The last three decades saw a rise in American nativism, and this bill invoked 
a literacy test on immigrants. Taft wavered on the issue but finally came out against it. 

13 He was one of Smoot’s many secretaries who worked his way through school 
in Washington. Smoot made it a matter of practice to take all first-time visitors 
around the city to view its historic landmarks. 

14 Republican senator George Tener Oliver (1848-1919) of Pennsylvania. 

13 LDS presiding bishop Charles W. Nibley. 
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[Monday Mar 3/13] . . . Had to direct consideration of bills and 
senate did not recess until after 4 oclock a m. Had a number of 
drunken Democratic Senators to deal with about 3 oclock A M 
among them Smith 1 " of So Carolina and Williams of Miss. . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 4/13] . . . Pres Taft with Pres Wilson arrived at the 
capitol about 1 1 oclock. I called on them both. Was introduced to 
Pres Wilson by Sen Crane. We turned the clock back 30 mins to 
receive Sundry Civil Appropriation] Bill from the House, it having 
been passed over the veto of the President. It was presented in the 
Senate but Poindexter would not let it pass. He began a dema- 
gogue speech on the treatment of women by the Police during the 
Suffergettes parade on Mar 3/13. The exercises began at 12 30 in 
the Senate It was an inspiring sight. Pres Taft and President Wilson 
came in together. ... We all went on the Platform [at the] east 
entrance of Capitol and saw Wilson take the oath of office and 
read his inaugural address. Address considered a well written 
moral lecture. . . . 

[Friday Mar 7/13] . . . Received a letter from Pres Smith enclos- 
ing two letters, one addressed to Pres Taft and one to Pres 
Wilson and asking me to use my judgment as to the wisdom of 
sending them or delivering them. Both letters are most appropri- 
ate. I will mail the one to Pres Taft with a letter from me and will 
deliver the one to Pres Wilson. ... I went with Allie and Mrs 
Searle to a reception given by Mr & Mrs J. R. Clark. Many of the 
Utah people were present. . . . 

[Saturday Mar 8/13] The Democrats are having a stormy time in 
selecting me to fill the senate places. Bacon 1 ' was defeated by 
Clarke 18 of Ark for President Pro tempore of the Senate Martin 
was defeated for Chairman of Caucus by Kerns 1 " Present Chaplin 
will be removed for a Methodist. Ill feeling exists and talk of re- 
venge is heard on all sides. Bacon claims he was slaughtered by 
Ambush and Smith of Ga resented action and offered his resigna- 


16 Democratic senator Ellison DuRant Smith (1866-1944) of South Carolina. 

17 Democratic senator Augustus Octavius Bacon (1839-1914) of Georgia. 

18 Democratic senator James Paul Clarke (1854-1916) of Arkansas. 

19 Democratic senator John Worth Kern (1849-1917) of Indiana. 
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don from steering Committee. First time a Chaplain has ever been 
removed. They want all the offices and want them bad and at once. 

[Sunday Mar 9/13] . . . We had A B Irvine today and I talked with 
him for a couple of hours about conditions at home. We discussed 
F J Cannon’s present attitude. Frank’s sister married Irvine but 
[Irvine] is not in sympathy with him [Cannon] in his hatred of Jos 
F Smith and fight against the church. 

[Tuesday Mar 1 1/13] At 10 oclock went to the Whitehouse accord- 
ing to appointment. ... I handed him the letter President Smith 
wrote him and sent to me to deliver if I thought proper. He did 
not stop to read it. I had a short talk with him and told him I would 
gladly assist him in questions he may wish to put in force as long 
as they were not of a political nature. He thanked me. . . . 

[Wednesday Mar 12/13] On my way to office I picked up Secy of 
Interior F K Lane 2 * 1 and Mr. Marble of Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission and let them off at their offices. The Secy said he would 
call at my home some evening in near future and we would discuss 
Land matters and Conservation. I spent the afternoon in calling 
on members of the Presidents Cabinet. Called on Secy of Interior 
Attorney General, Secy of State, Secy of War, Secy of Navy and 
post master General. 21 The Attorney General, Secy of War and Secy 
of Navy and P M General were each very very pleasant and dis- 
cussed questions effecting their Departments with me. Said they 
were going to call on me when they wanted assistance in the Sen- 
ate. I explained to them that I would gladly cooperate with them 
in all questions to better their Departments. My views met the ap- 
proval of the Secy of War and Secy of Navy on the Army and Navy. 
Secy of State Bryan was not so cordial as the others. We discussed 
the Mexican situation and he asked me to let him know of anything 
I might hear from my friends about conditions in northern Mex- 

20 Franklin Knight Lane had replaced Walter Lowrie Fisher as the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

21 These cabinet members were Franklin Knight Lane, Secretary of the Interior; 
James Clark McReynolds, Attorney General; William Jennings Bryan, Secretary of 
State; Josephus Daniels, Secretary of the Navy; and Albert Sidney Burleson, 

Postmaster. 
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ico. I will call on other members of Cabinet when I return from 
Proposed visit home. . . . 

[Monday Mar 17/13] . . . Visited the new quarters of the Herald 
Republican and found them excellent and the best in the Western 
States. The change is certainly a good one from the Kearn’s & 
Clark building. All the workmen and employees on the paper were 
delighted with the change. Spent about one hour at the Presi- 
dency’s office. Pres Lund is a very sick man. Some talk of his un- 
dergoing an operation. I told Chloe if she wanted to go to Wash- 
ington with me she could do so and I would pay the expense. 

[Tuesday Mar 18/13 ] ... I went to Provo on Rio Grande Ry leaving 
Salt Lake at 4:50 p m I stopped at Maggie Dusenberry’s. Held a 
conference with Ed Loose and Jos T Fairer. We discussed banking 
situation at Provo and the effect the starting of the Knight Bank 
would have on our business Also the advisability of our putting up 
a new building in connection with Mr Loose. Loose has the plans 
for a six story building to cost about 225,000.00 I do not believe it 
will pay to erect such a building in Provo. The Provo people have 
the impression that the Knight companies have had large deposits 
with us but such is not the case. Jesse Knight has been a load to 
the bank and generally had an over draft. Business is quiet. The 
starting of the Knight Bank will take away more deposits of other 
people than it will Knight money. 

[Wednesday Mar 19/13] I spent most of the day at the Bank. Had a 
great many callers. Held a Board meeting of the Directors of Provo 
Com and Savings Bank Organized bank for coming year. I was 
elected President and Ed Loose Vice President The Board dis- 
cussed the policy of joining with Mr. Loose in putting up a new 
building but decided not to do so at the present time. I called at 
the old home and it was boarded up. Made me lonesome to go 
through it. Visited M L Pratt and wife. Both are near death’s door. 
I administered [a healing blessing] to both of them. I had dinner 
with Maggie. Returned to Salt Lake on No 3 Rio Grande and did 
not get to Chloe’s until about midnight. A snowy day. 

[Thursday Mar 20/13] Met a number of men by appointment and 
at 10:30 went to the Quorum meeting at the Temple. There were 
present Pres Smith and Penrose. F. M. Lyman, Grant, Smoot 
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Richards, Whitney, Jos FJr and Talmage of Quorum and the Patri- 
arch. I prayed in the opening and Penrose in circle. We had consid- 
erable business to attend to. Reports were rather long and did not 
get through until 3 p.m. It was thought best for me to return at 
once to Washington and not try to stop to conference. Attended 
Board meeting of Z.C.M.I. They have had a splendid business for 
past year. Was at the Presidents office for about one hour talking 
over situation at home and in the nation. Had dinner with Harold 
& Alice Bp Nibley was with us Grover returned from the East and 
we agreed upon making the announcement of his and Anne’s en- 
gagement. I told him I would much prefer if they would get mar- 
ried in the temple and gave him my reasons why. He told me he had 
not definitely decided what to do but had thought best not to do so 
at first, but would consider my wishes in the matter. Harold re- 
ported to me how he [w]as getting along in his position with the 
telephone Co. He likes the work and more is being put on him 
right along. 

[Saturday Mar 22/13 ] Henry Gardner came over to see me. We dis- 
cussed the final settlement with the Government of the Strawberry 
Irrigation project. There is a disagreement about where the water 
is to be paid for. The Payson people want the Government to build 
a canal from power house to their land and charge it to the project. 
The Spanish Fork people object to this and want the Gov to deliver 
the water to all users at the power house. At the mouth of Sp[anish] 
Fork canyon. ... I had a talk with Gardner about the appointment 
of Mr. Beer as State Engineer. F M Lyman wanted F M Jr 22 ap- 
pointed. I related to Gardner how F M L felt Thought perhaps it 
would be best to let the Governor appoint some one else than Beer 
and Beer keep his place as State Road Builder. He promised me he 
would see the Governor next Wednesday. On arrival at Salt Lake I 
went to F M L’s office and reported my conversation with Henry 
Gardner and told him I would see the Governor tomorrow on 
same subject. . . . Attended a Board meeting of the Herald Republi- 
can and entered my vigorous protest against personal attacks by 
the paper. Though[t] we ought to run a higher tone paper. . . /' 


22 Francis Marion Lyman, Jr., son of Apostle Francis Lyman. 

23 Despite Smoot’s partisanship and at times narrow views, he seldom if ever re- 
sorted to “dirty politicking.” 
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[Sunday Mar 23/13] Horace Eldredge wanted an advance of 
$500.00 to get back to Canada with Nel and the family and I ar- 
ranged it for him over the telephone. Ben Eldredge called and told 
me of his decision to sell some 43 acres of his farm and move his 
dairy stock up Parley’s canyon. He wanted to get enough out of 
the 43 acres to pay his debts but was afraid he would fall short 
some 4 or 5 thousand dollars. We giving him the farm will come 
out about as I said it would. Called on President Smith and had a 
talk about future political program. He wants me to run for an- 
other term. He said we could not do otherwise. Called on the gov- 
ernor and told him of F M Lymans feeling about F M Jr and that 
Henry Gardner would see him in relation to Beer and appoint- 
ment next Wednesday. I left for Washington with Chloe and baby 
Reed on Los Angeles Limited. I left about one hour late. 

[Tuesday March 25/13] We arrived in Chicago at 11:20 a m on 
time. You hear little talked about on the trains or streets but the 
great storm of Sunday evening and the horrible results. It has 
been snowing all the morning, through Iowa and 111. I did not 
g[e]t up town but tending baby most of afternoon. Berth’s on 
the 5 30 p m Penn Ry were reserved for me. . . . Chloe was very 
nervous and baby was tired and a little cross. Every few minutes 
extra additions of the daily papers were issued announcing new 
and greater calamities, loss of life increasing in many cities and 
industry paralized. 

[Friday Mar 28/13] . . . Wired President Smith if church decides to 
donate to the Flood sufferers I would suggest that it be made 
through the Red Cross at Washington. 

[Monday Mar 31/13] . . . No word from Pres Smith about donation 
to flood sufferers. Wind and rain most of the day. John P. Morgan 24 
died in Rome today. His death causes no uneasiness in business 
circles. It has been expected for sometime and his affairs arranged. 

[Saturday Apr 5/13] . . . Promised a Mrs Bailey I would see her boy 
was taken care of as a [senate] page. She was a cripple and a widow. 


24 John Pierpont Morgan was easily the most influential financial broker of his 

time. 
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Sent a telegram to President Smith extending wishes for a success- 
ful conference. Zella had a few of her friends in for a candy pulling. 

[Sunday Apr 6/13] This morning I took Zella and baby Reed to the 
Zoo. Then went to my office to open the mail. After dinner with 
Allie went to the National Theatre by invitation of the Medical Re- 
view ... of New York and the Society of Social Hygiene Dist of 
Columbia to see the new play by Eugene Brieux entitled Damaged 
goods. The theatre was packed. The play well presented and it por- 
trayed the horrors of syphilis. It is a remarkable play but I would 
hardly like to have my daughter see it. In the evening we held meet- 
ing. Usual number present. Speakers were Bradford, Andrus and 
myself. 

[Monday Apr 7/13] Extra Session commenced today at 12 oclock. 
It developed that Pres Wilson wanted the House and Senate to 
meet tomorrow together and allow him to deliver his message in 
person. Pres Jefferson abandoned this practice 112 yrs ago. Sen 
Lodge made some remarks on it. . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 8/13] . . . The State o[f] Connecticut] Legislature 
voted today to elect U S Senators by direct vote of the people 
making 36 states voting for the Amendment being 3/ 4 of all the 
States and the amendment is in force. I had an awful headache 
and went home about five thirty. Could eat no supper and had a 
wretched night. 

[Wednesday Apr 9/13] . . . Shortly after 3 oclock I went with Sena- 
tors Lippett, 25 Oliver and McCumber’" to the Chevy Chase Club. I 
played my first game of Golf. Oliver and I played against Lippett 
and McCumber. We beat them nearly every hole around the 
course. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 10/13] I woke up this morning and could hardly 
move every muscle on my right side [and] was just as if I had the 
Lumbago in them. I went to Senate Barber shop twice during the 
day and had Hickman rub me with camphorated oil I could hardly 
get up and down. I called at the Washington hospital to see Jas 


25 Republican senator Henry Frederick Lippett (1856-1933) of Rhode Island. 

26 Republican senator Porter James McCumber (1858-1933) of North Dakota. 
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McMurrin. The Commissioner of Land Office telephoned me he 
was not expected to live I found him suffering from pluresy. The 
doctor in charge told me he had wired for his mother and his con- 
dition was very serious and doubtful whether he could live. He did 
not look so bad and did not realize how sick he was. James has 
never associated with the Utah people and did not even let us know 
he was sick. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 16/13] Had Bro Thomas, 2 ' his wife and baby to 
dinner. He was President of the Japanese Mission for two years or 
more and now on his way home having returned home by way of 
Europe. His baby could not speak English [and] was dressed as a 
little Japanese. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 20/13] With Baby Reed went to the Zoo and spent a 
couple of hours. Had a number of Utah people to dinner. Called 
with auto and brought Mrs James McMurrin to meeting and after 
meeting sent her to the place she is stopping at. She has taken the 
room occupied by her son James before his sickness. Asked her to 
stop with us. Meeting at 7.30. Usual number present. Speakers 
were Bro Hill, Congressmen Howell, John P Meakin and I spoke 
for a short time and then offered a prayer for James McMurrin. 
Reported that James is some better. 

[Wednesday Apr 23/13] ... In the evening I went to Genl Von Mey- 
ers to dinner at 8 oclock. Among those present were Lodge, Root, 
Townsend and Weeks K Burton 2 ’ Mann, Willis 10 of Ohio, Knowlen 
of Cal. 11 After dinner we discussed the future of the Republican 
party and the effect the Democratic tariff Bill is going to have on 
the country if passed as reported [by] the House. Not a very bright 
prospect ahead. 

[Wednesday Apr 30/13 ] ... At one oclock I attended informal lunch 


27 Elbert D. Thomas (1883-1953). It is ironic that in just over twenty years this 
same Elbert Thomas would defeat Smoot for his senate seat in the Roosevelt land- 
slide of 1932. 

28 Republican senator John Wingate Weeks (1860-1926) of Massachusetts. 

29 Republican senator Joseph Ralph Burton (1850-1923) of Kansas. 

30 Republican senator Frank Bartlett Willis (1871-1928) of Ohio. 

31 Republican representative Joseph Russell Knowland (1873-1966) of Califor- 
nia. He was the father of California senator William Fife Knowland. 
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given by Justice Brown’ 2 (retired) at his home at 1720 16th St. A 
large crowd present. I did not stop long. In evening I took Allie, 
Ma, Zella and Ern to the National theatre and saw Warburton in 
the remarkable play of the return of Peter Grimm. Much of it was 
Mormonism. 

[Wednesday May 7/13] . . .We passed the Sundry Civil Appropria- 
tion Bill containing the provision of exempting labor organizations 
and Farmers organizations from the provision of the Anti trust 
law. I voted against the provision. A little cooler today. 

[Monday May 19/13] ... I sent the deed to the piece of land I do- 
nated to the city of Ogden for park purposes. It is the piece of 
property own[ed] by me at the place known as five points. . . . 

[Saturday May 24/13] ... I took up the question of charges re- 
ported to have been made against me by Division Forester Sher- 
man of Ogden Forestry Service. Will start investigation at once in 
the afternoon. I went to Columbia club with Bourn Cummins and 
Bristow and played at golf for a couple of hours. 

[Monday May 26/13] . . . The President denounced lobbyists and 
claimed they were working against the Tariff bill and giving out 
false statements and impressions for the purpose of deceiving the 
people. He wanted to impress the American people that money 
was being used to influence legislation. He attacked the men seek- 
ing to amend the Sugar And Wool Schedules. 

[Friday May 30/13] Today is decoration or Memorial day and all 
the boys wanted a holiday. I was at the office for a short time. In 
afternoon went to see the baseball game between Boston and 
Washington. Boston won score l to 0. Walter Johnson was hit hard 
today. Game on part of Washington was played by others than 
Johnson. Boston won but played in hard luck. 

[Thursday June 3/13] ... At 3 oclock I reported again to hearings 
and was sworn. Was on the stand for nearly 2 1/2 hours. I got a 
little vexed at Senator Reed when he undertook to investigate the 
church and not me. He is a contemptable cuss as ever lived. 


32 Supreme Court Justice Henry B. Brown of Michigan who served on the high 
court from 1890-1906. 
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[Sunday June 15/13] This morning I went for a walk and at 11 
oclock went to St Margarets Church with Mr Newell" Director of 
Reclamation Service. It was so hot it was next to impossible to re- 
main in the building. Rev Smith preached a sermon. Cora is not 
so well and Dr. Clayton tells me she has very slim chance of ever 
becoming well. In the afternoon went for a walk in the woods. The 
hottest day this year. Meeting in the evening. We will hold no more 
meetings during this summer on account of the heat. 

[Monday June 23/13] ... At 12.80 took a recess to meet with the 
House members to listen to the President read his message on the 
necessity of immediate Currency legislation. . . . The President 
kept us waiting 1/2 hour. His essay was well written and well de- 
livered but was more of an excuse for anticipated trouble from the 
passage of the Tariff Bill than anything else. He made some state- 
ments that I consider untrue. Many Senators and Congressmen 
both Republican and Democrat stated they would not meet again 
to hear him read his message. Spent the after noon in studying the 
tariff changes. The newspapers gave considerable space to my 
speech delivered yesterday. 

[Saturday June 28/13] . . . President Wilson declined an invitation 
to speak at the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg but 
today changed his mind and will speak onjuly 4th. Papers say Mrs 
Wilson arrived at the Summer home of the President with 41 
trunks and five Automobiles. Dont look so simple and plain living 
as she would have the American people believe. 

[Monday June 30/13] My ear is so sore I almost gave up going to 
Gettysburg. . . . We arrived at Gettysburg at 2.25 p m. I was given 
a Pennsylvania guests badge and assigned to Room 325 at the 
Pennsylvania College. . . . Senator Penrose here and at 6 oclock we 
all went for an Auto ride, viewing the old soldiers quarters, and 
Big & Little round top and many of the principle points of interests 
of the great battle. They say there is over forty thousand old sol- 
diers present. The arrangements for handling the great crowds are 
fine. Received word that 74 from Utah had arrived. . . . 
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[Tuesday July 1/13] . . . Siegler lives at Gettysburg and knows 
every point of interest location of armies of both sides and every 
detail of the three days battle. I got a good idea of the plan of 
battle and location of armies of the three days. I called at the 
Utah Headquarters and found one of the old soldiers almost 
exhausted with the heat. Seymour B Young was here with the 
Veterans. They were all pleased to see me. First days exercises 
were held in a large tent at 2 oclock. About 12 thousand people 
present. . . . 

[Wednesday July 30/13] . . . Mr. Roberg presented a letter of 
introduction from Clarence McCornick. He is intending organiz- 
ing a Bank for the purpose of drawing money on farm mort- 
gages to be located at Salt Lake City. Wanted me to be Vice 
President. Capital One Million Dollars. Outlined the policy and 
plans of proposed bank. I was favorably impressed but did not 
promise any thing definite. He is to take the question up with 
Mr W S McCornick I told him of Harolds wish to enter such a 
business. 

[Thursday July 31/13] . . . This was the day [to consider] the peti- 
tions for an amendment to the Constitution for Woman Suffrage 
from each of the states of the Union. I was asked to present the 
petitions from Utah and presented the same I also made a short 
speech on the subject. Speeches were made by 23 Senators on the 
subject. Balance of day in Senate was occupied by speeches on the 
Tariff. . . . 

[Friday Aug lst/13] . . . Received a letter from Brownie telling me 
he had not only spent the 2500.00 I gave him to invest in Idaho 
Electric Co but all the profits of sale and wanted me to send him 
2500.00 additional. About 9000.00 spent in one year. A bad begin- 
ning for a young married man. 

[Monday Aug 4/13] Called on Secy of Treasurer McAdoo and his 
first assistant to establish a Bonded ware house in Salt Lake City. 
They are taking it under advisement Will do so if amount of pro- 
spective business will justify it. McAdoo 34 told me of the time he 


34 William Gibbs McAdoo was the newly appointed Secretary of the Treasury in 
the Wilson cabinet. He would be a candidate for the U.S. presidency in 1920 and 
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was appointed to defend the Mormon question in a class debate. 
How he got in communication with George Q Cannon and the 
interest Cannon took in furnishing him with information. Asked 
me to spend a few hours sometime in the near future with him to 
discuss the Currency Legislature. I told him I would gladly do so. 
He said he was going to call on me for assistance when ever he 
wanted something done and I could assist him. I told him I was 
perfectly willing. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 7/13] I called on the Asst Secy of Treasury to 
induce the Secy to make additional deposits in Utah Banks to 
take care of the demands on account of the moving of crops. . . . 
The Mexican situation was discussed on the Clark resolution. 
Situation very critical. The Presidents sending Lind has caused a 
great deal of criticism. He sends Lind as a representative of his. 
No authority to act nor does he represent in any way the United 
States. Pres Huerta of Mexico will not receive him and no one 
should blame him. Pres. Wilson will not recognize the Huerta 
Government and the President has called him a murderer, a 
usurper, and everything that is bad. 

[Saturday Aug 9/13] Spent the morning in dictating letters and 
among them one to Brownie sending $2500.00 for his credit at 
Provo Com’l & Savings Bank to pay his pressing debts. . . . 

[Monday Aug 11/13] Called on President Wilson and discussed the 
Mexican situation. I told him I was in full harmony with him in not 
intervening in Mexico and that the leaders of the Mormon people 
were opposed to intervention. The Utah people had suffered more 
in number and loss of property than any other and they were not 
demanding intervention. Told him of the letter I received from A 
W Ivins in which he states that he would rather lose every cent of 
his property in Mexico than have intervention . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 19/13] I spoke of Sugar for a little over three hours. 
Was listened to attentatively. I put into the speech all the energy I 
was capable of doing. I received the congratulations of nearly all 
the Republicans and many of the Democrats. I had Democrats tell 

again in 1924. Later he would serve as a one-term senator from California (1933-38). 
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me their sympathy conscience and heart was with me. I was com- 
pletely tired out at the close of speech and even my shirt was wet 
with perspiration. Senator Smith 31 of Mich said it was the greatest 
speech he ever heard delivered in Congress. He gave attention the 
whole time I was speaking. 

[Sunday Aug 24/13] George A Smith told me what he intended to 
do on his visit to New York. Was to see if the “Hundred Years of 
Mormonism”’" was alright before presenting it to the public in 
moving pictures. He discussed with me the political situation at 
home, and expressed the hope that I would be successful in re-elec- 
tion. Went for an Auto ride with them around the City and over 
to Arlington. After dinner Zella took them to the National Mu- 
seum and Library. We went for a drive through the Park in the 
evening. Beautiful day. 

[Wednesday Sept 3/13] . . . Senator Stephens told me how much he 
thought of all the Smoot family and particularly Mrs Smoot. He 
said he did not know what to buy Anne K for a wedding present 
and wanted to know if it would be alright to give her some money 
and let her buy what she wants. I told him to do whatever he wanted 
[to d]o in the matter. Later in the day he handed me one hundred 
dollars to send her. 

[Monday Sept 8/13] I went to depot to meet Mr Nunn. He arrived 
at 8:28 a m from Chicago. We went direct to my office and we 
discussed the electrical situation and what best to do with Brownie. 
He had told Mr. Woodhouse he would not live at Richfield. We 
hardly know [the] best course to take. Mr. Nunn will meet me in 
Chicago next Thursday and we will go home together. 

[Wednesday Sept 10/13] . . . The Secy of the Treasurer promised me 
that the Internal Revenue office would not be moved from Salt 
Lake City on political grounds. . . . Bought a Pendant for Allie 
from Berry and Whitemeres to give Allie for our wedding day. 


3d Republican senator William Alden Smith (1859-1932). 

36 This was the thirteenth film produced on Mormonism since 1905. Unfortu- 
nately no copies are extant. The film also went by the name, The Rise and Growth of 
Mormonism. 
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Price 350.00. A diamond center with sapphires encircling it. Had 
it sent by registered mail. 

Sunday Sept 14/13 ... I attended meeting at the B Y U and spoke 
for 35 minutes. Grover Rebentisch went with me. Bp Duncan of 
the 1st Ward decided not to give Grover a recommend to the tem- 
ple as he had not been active in the church. This will change our 
plans and the marriage will take place at our home. Bp Jos Buttle 
will officiate. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 16/ 13] l attended board meetings of Deseret Nat and 
Deseret Savings Bank. Had dozens of men asking for conferences. 
Had lunch with Bp Nibley at Utah Hotel. Met with Lyman, 
Richards, Talmage 8c D.O. McKay to consider a proposition made 
by the Big Horn people for the Smoot Investment Co to take back 
the Grist Mill machinery in payment for balance they were owing 
the company. Talmage and McKay notwithstanding this company 
had made one compromise settlement thought the company aught 
to grant all the Big Horn people asked. I told them I would take 
up the matter with the company. In the evening I attended the 
reception given by Bp Nibley at the Utah Hotel, in honor of Hy M 
Smith, who leaves tomorrow to preside over the European Mis- 
sion. It was a beautiful affair. Dinner was served at seven and I 
never saw a better service. The 1st Presidency, and General 
authorities of the Church were the guests invited. About 50 were 
present. A number of stories were told and Hy M, myself and Pres 
Smith spoke for some length of time. I have no funny story to tell 
on the occasion and so told them. 

[Wednesday Sept 17/13] Allie and I were married twenty nine years 
ago to day. I left for Provo on S.P.L.A. & S L. Ry. This was a very 
busy day. Anne K was married to Grover A Rebentisch at 1.30 p 
m. We had the home beautifully decorated. There were present 
the immediate family Mr & Mrs Rebentisch and Mr & Mrs C E 
Love. Prof Lund was at the piano. Bp Jos A Buttle performed the 
wedding ceremony. Anne K made a beautiful bride in fact as beau- 
tiful a one as I ever saw. . . . 


192 


[Thursday Sept 18/13] ... I went to Salt Lake on the San Pedro 
train. Aunt Emmeline B Wells came to the wedding reception 
last evening. Was sick most of the night after leaving our home. 
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She was at the Depot to return but was very sick. Mrs M W Riter 
and Lucy Van Cott was with her. We got her on the train and 
had an [aw]ful time to keep life in her. She was a very sick 
woman. On arriving at Salt Lake Governor Spry and myself car- 
ried her out of the car and put her in an Auto. Aunt Julina 
Smith*' and Mrs Williams were at the Depot to meet her. I heard 
from her in afternoon. She was not expected to recover. I at- 
tended the meeting of Presidency and Quorum of twelve at the 
Temple. Hy M was present but left for the train as he left for 
England a[t] 12.01 over Union Pacific. We did not have prayers. 
Much business was attended to. I gave a report of conditions in 
Washington. Attended a meeting of Directors of ZCMI at 3 
oclock. . . . Spent an hour at President’s office over the indebt- 
edness of Junius F Wells 38 at the 1st Nat Bk of Montpelier, Vt., 
the bank claiming the Church was responsible as the account 
was opened and sum in the name of J F Wells but it was under- 
stood he was the agent of the Church. The bank gives notice 
they intend to sue the Church for the amount. J F Wells tells 
them the amount has nothing whatever to do with the Church, 
he used the money and intends to pay it. Wells claims the bank 
knew the money was for him. We decided to have J F Wells meet 
the Presidency, F S Richards Bp Nibley and myself tomorrow 
morning at 9 oclock on this question and learn from him if 
possible just what he had promised the bank and why he kept 
the account of the Church in building the Monument 39 with his 
own personal account. I promised to remain over and meet with 
them. . . . 

[Friday Sept 19/13] Met at President’s office at 9 oclock. With par- 
ties agreed upon yesterday and also F M Lyman. We tried to get 
at the facts in the bank case from J F Wells but it was impossible. 
The bank no doubt has been lead to believe that Wells was the 
agent of the Church and allowed him credit to the extent of 
1 1,900.00 on that belief. We can not get a satisfactory explanation 


37 Julina Lambson Smith, wife of President Joseph F. Smith. 

38 The son of church leader Daniel H. Wells, Junius was prominent in Mormon 
literary circles and served as the editor of the church periodical The Contributor. 

39 Wells oversaw the construction of a memorial to the prophet Joseph Smith’s 
family in Vermont. 


193 



V. 1913 


from Wells. I asked for his check book and bank statements and 
went through them all. Found one letter addressed to him by the 
Bank in relation to giving notes instead of running an overdraft. I 
report to Presidency what I found. The amount he deposited of 
Church money, his own private funds as well as the amounts drawn 
for payment of Church matters and for his own personal self. 
While the Church does not legally or morally owe one dollar of 
the amount I do believe the bank thought the Church was respon- 
sible for the account and the Church could not afford to be sued 
for the account. It was agreed the matter should be referred to me 
to secure the best settlement possible. . . . 

[Saturday Sept 20/13] ... I went with Mr Loose to see the races and 
aeroplane flights. Races were no good. A large crowd of people 
were present. Many from outside of town. The Christiansen Bros 
of San Francisco flew the machines. 

[Wednesday Sept 24/13] ... Was very busy with appointments. 
Called on Jackling and talked over policy of Flerald Republican. 
He hates Ed Callister and Editor [Arthur] Brown and wants them 
discharged or desires to have us buy his interest in the paper. He 
was very blue over the future prospects of business. . . . 

[Friday Sept 26/13] I met Pres Smith, Lund, Penrose, Lyman and 
C W Nibley at the Presidents office. The subject discussed was the 
reorganization and future policy of the Herald Republican. I pre- 
sented to them my views in the case as follows: Elect R T Badger 
a director in place of Geo Hale resigned, Elect Ed Callister man- 
ager and have him resign as President and a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee. Elect H E Booth as President and resign as a mem- 
ber of Ex Committee. Have as executive committee A. L. Thomas, 
Ed Jenkins and R G Badger with C W Nibley as advisory member. 
Ed Jenkins as Treasurer. Explained my reasons why and the policy 
of the paper was to be directed by the Executive Committee and 
changed from past policy of personal attacks and to support the 
State Administration. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 30/13] . . . Attended the Quarterly meeting of the 
Twelve All present but Hy M and Geo A Smith. Met at 10 A M and 
adjourned 6.45 p m. All spoke. I gave an account of my experiences 
during extra session. Pres Lyman and others expressed pride and 
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pleasure in my work in the Senate and expressed the hope for my 
re-election. . . . 40 

[Thursday Oct 2/13] Meeting at the Temple at 10:30 of the Presi- 
dency and Twelve. All present but Hy M Smith. This was fast day. 
Jos F Jr prayed in the opening. Richards in circle. Statewide Pro- 
hibition was brought up Pres Smith gave the quorum to under- 
stand we were not to lead out in the [fight] again as before and by 
so doing array the non mormons against it. We would follow if 
they started it. I suggested that the question never be made a po- 
litical one again, most agreed to the suggestions. 

[Tuesday Oct 7/13] . . . Priesthood meeting held at Assembly Hall 
at 10 oclock. About the normal number present. Speakers were 
Pre Lund, Jos FJr Bp Nibley, Andrewjensen Rudger Clawson Pres 
Smith. Rudger Clawson gave an account of his labors as President 
of the European Mission and gave Mr Churchill, 41 Home Secretary 
credit for favorable report of the Mormon people to English Par- 
liament. I called attention to the fact that his action was based upon 
the report made to him by Messrs James Bryce the English Ambas- 
sador to America, and the work in connection with the report of 
Mr Bradford the Secy to Ambassadore Bryce. . . . Arranged for a 
meeting at 9 oclock next Thursday morning to be held at office of 
Presidency to see if we could get the Gov and Ed Callister [to] for- 
get their past differences and work together in the future. 

[Thursday Oct 9/13] Met at the President’s office at Nine oclock 
with Jos F Smith, Lund, F Wayman Bp Nibley, Gov Spry and Ed 
Callister. Discussed political situation for sometime. The Gov and 
Ed agreed to let their past differences be forgotten and work to- 
gether in the future. I made an announcement through the Herald 
Republican to be issued in the morning that I would be a candidate 
for re-election to the Senate. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 11/13] . . . [In Chicago] I called on E D Anderson. 12 


40 This was a far different scene than 1908 when many felt he should relinquish 
his post and return full time to quorum activities. 

41 Sir Winston Churchill. 

42 Anderson had long been a business acquaintance and buyer of woolen prod- 
ucts when Smoot was active in the Provo Woolen Mills. The loss of business and de- 
cline of the mills was a personal wound to Smoot as he had helped make it one of the 


195 



V. 1913 


Anderson tells me he has given up the Knight Woolen Mills ac- 
count claiming the goods delivered were not equal to the sample 
sold from. Much dissatisfaction. . . . 

[Monday Oct 13/13] [In Washington the] Senate met at 12 o’clock. 
Senators were glad to see me back. Day wasted in useless talk. . . . 
Most of the Democrats want to take a recess but President Wilson 
will not consent. Children started school. They lose three weeks 
and will have to work hard to make it up. 

[Monday Oct 20/13] Allie is much better today. ... I helped the 
children with their lessons in the evening. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 28/13] [In Vermont] Senator Dillingham 1 ' called while 
we were at breakfast. ... At 10 oclock I took Dillingham with me 
and we met the Directors of the 1st National Bank. 11 1 tried to find 
out on what ground the Church was responsible for the indebted- 
ness of Junius F Wells. Secfond] letter I will write to President 
Smith giving an account of the meeting and the results. After meet- 
ing Senator Dillingham took us in an Auto to visit the Jos Smith 
monument at Sharon, the Prophets birthplace. It is about 45 miles 
from Montpelier by way of the White river Valley. We made the 
run in about 3 hours stopping at South Royalton for dinner. It 
rained most of the day. The man in charge of the Farm let us in 
the House. The location of the monument is fine and the sur- 
rounding view is beautiful. . . . 

[Thursday Oct 30/ 13] We arrived in Washington at 7:55 A.M. Tom 45 
met us at the depot. Found the children well and breakfast all ready 
for us. Senate met at 12 oclock. In session but a short time. Was 
busy balance of day and evening with my mail. Received a letter 
and telegram from Bp Nibley that he and Pres Smith would leave 
today for Chicago to be present at the dedication of the two meet- 


finer woolen manufacturers. 

43 Republican senator William Paul Dillingham (1843-1923) of Vermont. 

44 Smoot left Washington the day before to combine political and church busi- 
ness. See journal entry of 18 September 1913 for background. 

45 Tom was Smoot’s longtime driver. For years after purchasing his first auto- 
mobile, Smoot did not find the time or inclination to learn to drive. 
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ing houses in Chicago to take place on Nov 1 and 2nd. He thought 
Pres Smith had concluded not to go on to Washington. 

[Friday Oct 31/13] I wired Pres Smith asking him to be sure and 
come on to Washington as I had several important matters I 
wanted to discuss with him. Also wrote him a letter and Bp Nibley 
on same subject . . . considerable friction at the Depts. Mrs Bristol 
of Ogden was to dinner with us. 

[Sunday Nov 9/13] Cloudy and windy day. Rained real hard last 
night. Allie and I went to the Christian Science morning services 
at the Church on Columbia Rd. First time in my life I ever attended 
a service of that church. Was not impressed with what I heard. 
Went to the office for a few minutes and spent an hour at the Co- 
chran Art Gallery. Called to see the Sutherlands for a few minutes. 
Allie was with me. 

[Wednesday Nov 12/13] After working all morning and part of after- 
noon at office I had to go to Dr. Rice’s office as my tooth he treated 
the other day was so sore I could not stand it. I took Dr. Kingsbury 
President of the University of Utah"’ to dinner and he spent a part 
of the evening with us. I called on the President this morning and 
we discussed the Mexican situation. I read him the letter I received 
from A W Ivins. He was well pleased with it. He told me England 
was in greater harmony with him than she had been in the past. He 
is inclined to allow the Constitutionists to import arms from Amer- 
ica. He is doing everything to eliminate Huerta in his power. 

[Monday Nov 17/13] Called at White House to see President about 
removal of H E Boothe U S Dist Attorney and the appointment of W 
W Ray. He was so crowded I could not wait to see him and be at the 
opening of the Senate. W[ill] see him some time in the early future. 
Senate convened at 12 oclock. Nothing of importance happened. 

[Wednesday Nov 19/13] I attended morning session of Conserva- 
tion Congress. I intended to speak on State rights as effecting 
water power but did not get the chance Walter L Fisher 1 ' was acting 

46 President Joseph T. Kingsbury was selected president upon the resignation 
of James E. Talmage in 1897. He resigned in January 1916. 

47 Fisher was former Secretary of the Interior. 



V. 1913 


chairman. Senator Burton spoke on Water power with Govern- 
ment Control and right to charge therefore. Ex-Secy of War Stim- 
son agreed with me. Senators Thomas ls and Shafroth" spoke for 
ownership and control of water within a state by the State. I was 
not able to attend afternoon meeting. Very bitter feeling devel- 
oped and a notice of a bolt given. Mr L. L. Nunn was present. I 
had Senator Vardaman 50 and John Jensen to dinner. 

[Thursday Nov 20/13] . . . Chas Tyng went to dinner with us and 
took us to see “The follies of 1913.” It was an awful immoral show 
and I was sorry we had Zell[a] and Ernest with us. 

[Tuesday Nov 25/13] Have a number of calls 1 had to make at the 
Departments. Called on Hon. Jos W. Folk solicitor of States Dept 
on Expulsion of our Elder’s from Germany and in the case of one 
missionary noted his expulsion on his passport. I asked that the 
action be protested against. Had a very pleasant visit with him and 
he recalled his visit to Salt Lake years ago. Gov Cutler gave him a 
banquet at the Alta Club at which I spoke. He sat next to Pres 
Smith. We talked Mormonism for awhile. Senate met at 12 oclock. 

[Wednesday Nov 26/ 13] The Democrats held a caucus and agreed to 
compel sessions of Senate from 10 oclock A M to 11 oclock p m 
each day until currency Bill is passed. No recess for Holidays unless 
the Bill is passed before Xmas. A political move to get the impres- 
sion into the minds of the people that the Republicans are opposed 
to revision of the Currency. 1 gave them notice that if that policy 
was to be forced we had better meet at 8 o clock A.m. and run each 
day until 12 oclock. That they must be prepared to maintain a Quo- 
rum. A cheap piece of demogoguery. . . . Received a telegram from 
Emmeline B Wells that she would arrive here at 10:55 p m. Went to 
depot and met her and she had with her Mrs Tingey, Mrs Lovesay, 
and Miss Me Clelland. I took Mrs Tingey and Mrs Lovesay to 
Raleigh Hotel and Aunt Em and Miss McClelland to our home. 

[Sunday Nov 30/13] Went for a walk in the morning and at 11 
oclock Allie and I attended the services at the Christian Science 
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48 Democratic senator Charles Spaulding Thomas (1849-1934) of Colorado. 

49 Democratic senator John Franklin Shafroth (1854-1922) of Colorado. 

50 Democratic senator James Kimble Vardaman (1861-1930) of Mississippi. 
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Church.’ 1 After services I went to the office and looked over my 
mail. After dinner went for a walk with Allie. A number of Utah 
people called in the evening. A most beautiful day. 

[Wednesday Dec 3/13] Senate met at 10 oclock I answered a state- 
ment made last night by Senators Owen J 8c Shively ’ referring to 
my being absent last evening. 4 Hetch-Hetchy bill was discussed 
from 12 oclock until 1 1 oclock p.m. with exception of recess from 
6 until 8 oclock. . . . 

[Thursday Dec 4/13] Senate met at 10 oclock. In discussion Senators 
Owen and Thomas paid high compliment to my labors in the Sen- 
ate. Senate had to send the Sargeant of Arms for absent Senators 
and a number was brought in and among them Chamberlain. He 
had been drinking. His remarks were not recorded in Congres- 
sional Record. The Senate is fast degenerating in to the next thing 
to a town gathering. There is not much dignity left in the Senate. 
My head ached a part of the day. Chloe’s birthday. 

[Sunday Dec 7/13]\ felt weak and poorly all day long. I went to the of- 
fice for a little air. It rained most of the day. We held meeting in the 
evening and had most of the Utah people present. I occupied the 
time in speaking. Agreed to have a dance for Utah people some day 
between Xmas and New Years and appointed a Committee of ar- 
rangement We extended an invitation to all Utah people to spend 
the evening at our home Friday evening Dec. 25 at 7:30 oclock. 

[Monday Dec 8/13] Heavy wind all night. I am feeling much better 
than yesterday having taken a large dose of Castor oil last evening. 
Senate met at 10 oclock. The Currency bill was taken up for con- 
sideration. Senate adjourned at 11 oclock. 

[Tuesday Dec 9/13] . . . Heber J Grant having wired me he would 


51 The Smoots occasionally visited other churches when services were not held 
in their home. J. Reuben Clark, a longtime Mormon resident of Washington, D.C., 
and future member of the LDS First Presidency, sent his children to protestant Sun- 
day schools for religious education. 

52 Democratic senator Robert Latham Owen (1856-1947) of Oklahoma. 

53 Democratic senator Benjamin Franklin Shively (1857-1916) of Indiana. 

54 This was the first and one of the very few times Smoot missed a senate ses- 
sion in his thirty years of service. 
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arrive at that time. He arrived and I took him direct to the Senate. 
He remained until adjournment of Senate at 1 1 oclock and I then 
took him to our home. Brother McArthur telephoned that his wife 
was very sick and wanted me to administer to her but did not leave 
his address. 

[Wednesday Dec 10/13] Heber J Grant and myself looked up the 
address of Bro McArthur and went there and found Sister 
McArthur very sick. We administered to her. Senate met at 10 
oclock. I called attention to errors in the Record in recording Sena- 
tors present that were not present and particular attention to Sena- 
tor Owen. Discussed the Resolution offered in the House provid- 
ing for a Constitutional Amendment against polygamy. Told him 
of conditions and the ideas of Congressman Nunn. Nunn thinks I 
aught to offer a similar resolution in the Senate. Allie and I at- 
tended the reception given by Miss Mabel Boardman at her home. 
I did not leave the Senate until 9.30 p m. Told Justice Hughes 55 the 
people of the West would be pleased to see him the Republican 
Candidate for President for 1916. 

[Thursday Dec 11/13] Geo Startup called to see me. He with Heber 
J Grant are here to attend the Prohibition Convention or gathering 
for purpose of having a resolution for an amendment to the Con- 
stitution prohibiting the sale and Mfg of liquors. The resolution 
was offered in the Senate yesterday by Sen Sheppard. '' Senate met 
at 10 oclock. L. L. Nunn called. Discussed the situation relative to 
electric power business. He left for home on 3:10 p m train. Chas 
Morris arrived. He is here in the interest of Ernest Woolley. Wants 
to secure dismissal of indictment against him. Wants assistance of 
Senator Root. 

[Friday Dec 12/13] Had to send Harold 4000.00 to assist him. . . . 

[Saturday Dec 13/13] I had to cancel my engagement for dinner 
with the Army boys to night. A most beautiful day. Visited the War 
Department in behalf of the Salt Lake City reservoir and right of 
way for University of Utah over and on Fort Douglass ground. Gen- 
eral Aleshire told me he would take the questions up for decision 
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56 Supreme Court justice Charles Evans Hughes. 

56 Democratic senator Morris Sheppard (1875-1941) of Texas. 
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at once. Democrats talking of compelling all night sessions next 
week. We can stand it if they can. Vote was not taken today. 

[Monday Dec 15/13] . . . Most of the members of the Republican 
National Committee are in the city. Senator La Follette does not 
want the committee to call an early convention. He thinks [the] 
Convention should be held sometime during March 1916. He fears 
a bolt if early convention is held. He would like to have committee 
declare their believe in a direct vote for the President. Had Senator 
Root write a letter to Whitman of 111 asking him to give time for 
consideration of statement of Chas M Morris relative to dismissal 
of indictment against Ernest Wooley. At 7:30 p.m attended the 
banquet given by Hide’s chairman [of the] Republican Nat Com- 
mittee to the members of that Committee at the Metropolitan 
Club. Most of the members were present. Speeches were made by 
Warren of Mich, Jones of Washington, Barnes of N. Y., Hatfield 
of West Va. Hadley of Missouri present with proxy . . . member 
from La. and myself. Chairman Hides made an opening statement. 
Borah and Hadley two presidential Candidates played for advan- 
tage. Borah favored action by Nat Committee on questions to be 
considered at meeting to morrow. Hadley was in favor of a national 
Convention. It developed early that no convention would be 
called. I did not get home until after one oclock in the morning. 
Senator Crane was here. He is feeling fine. A committee of 5 was 
appointed to draw up two resolutions. One to provide for a Na- 
tional Convention at an early date and one making the changes in 
rules and apportionment by the National Committee at its meeting 
tomorrow. Committee was— Warren of Mich, Borah of Idaho. 
Howell of Neb, Hadley of Mo. and Smoot of Utah. 

[Tuesday Dec 16/13] At 8:30 AMI met at Warren’s Rooms at the 
Willard Hotel. We drafted two resolutions as instructed last eve- 
ning. . . . The two resolution prepared was offered. Borah 
wanted to father the resolution against a National Convention. 
Senator Cummins appeared before the gathering and pleaded 
for the calling of a Convention. The Convention is a hobby of 
Senator Cummins. He fears if it is defeated it will be a blow to 
his candidacy for President. We have too many Presidential can- 
didates. LaFollette is against a convention as well as most of the 
so called progressives. . . . 
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[Wednesday Dec 24/13] Took E E Shelly of Provo to see Mr Newell 
of the Reclamation Service about releasing certain lands around 
Utah Lake for mining purposes. Shelly is here with no money. I 
have advanced him enough to keep him from going hungry and 
securing a bed. I don’t think much of him. Was busy dictating let- 
ters most of afternoon. Secured letter of Introduction from the 
Secy of State to the Diplomatic & Consul representative of U S in 
Southern and Central America and Panama. Sent it to him as re- 
quested in his telegram. Went to town to purchase Xmas present 
for Allie. Bought a large Japanese Vase for her. We opened our 
Christmas boxes from children at home. Zella & Ernest dressed 
the Christmas tree. 

[Thursday Dec 23/13] A gloomy rainy day. Wind blew all the after- 
noon. Was at the office for a short time. At 12 oclock Allie and I 
went to Senator Bradleys. ’ 7 He served Eggnog to a number of his 
friends I did not touch it but others did and by time we left some 
had more than was good for them. We had dinner at 2 oclock. I 
made a call on Howells and Sutherlands. Allie was home sick for 
the children. Very few people on the streets. Raining when we went 
to bed. Received a great many Christmas cards for all parts of the 
country. 

[Friday Dec 26/13] I was busy with my mail and business at the De- 
partments. We had about 100 of the Utah people at our home in 
the evening. The program consisted of a few remarks from Allie 
Mr Howell and myself Songs and recitations, also a number of 
games. We served refreshments and all had an enjoyable time. 
Quite a number of Utah people in the Army were present. It was 
a clear cold afternoon and evening with a strong wind. It was the 
most successful Utah party we ever had. 

[Sunday Dec 28/13] Was miserable most of the day. Went for a walk 
with the children through the Zoo and Park. After dinner Allie and 
I called to see the new Utah babies. All born within the last five 
weeks. A girl at McArthurs, a boy at Worsley’s and Thurmans. Mrs 
McArthur has been real sick and is not well yet. Others doing fine. 
Cold day to ride. 
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[Tuesday Dec 30/13] Busy at office all day. Answered the last of 
Seasons greetings before going home. In the evening I took Zella 
to the Utah dance at the Highlands. Allie was not feeling well 
enough to go. A large attendance a good looking crowd. I left for 
home at 11.15. I could not dance the new dances. 

[Wednesday Dec 31/13] Still no snow this year at Washington. An- 
swered a number of personal letters today. My cold some what bet- 
ter but still far from cured. We sat up to see the old year out and the 
New Year in. Zella prepared a lunch and served it at midnight. 
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1914 

[Trouble in Mexico 
and Germany ] 


[Thursday Jany 1/14] After breakfast Zella and I walked from home 
to my office. It was a clear fine day. Looked over my mail and an- 
swered a number of personal letters. Dinner at 2 oclock. Allie and 
I called on Secy of War' Secy of Commerce 1 2 3 and Secy of Interior. ' 
We had a number of Utah people call on us. Allie had a headache 
this morning and the lump under chin is not much better. 

[Sunday Jany 4/14] I was at the office for a couple of hours. It 
rained most of the day and a heavy sleet fell in the evening. 
After dinner Zella and I called on Mrs Worsley and Mrs 
McArthur, found them both much better. We took them some 
home made cake and Jelly. Meeting in the evening. I read the 
1st Presidency’s Seasons Salutation. Jos Howell was the speaker. 
We had the young people sing songs after the services were 
over. 

[Tuesday Jany 6/14] I held a conference with Lane Secy of Interior 
and discussed Alaskan affairs and the proposal of the Secy to with- 
draw radium lands from entry. He stated he was not in favor of 
wholesale withdrawals but enough to insure enough radium for 
the American wants. No action will be taken without an act of Con- 
gress. He was in favor of my Alaska Coal lease bill and I will intro- 


1 Lindley M. Garrison. 

2 William C. Redfield. 

3 Franklin Lane Knight. 
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duce it onjany 12/14. John E Booth 4 arrived in the afternoon. I 
asked him to stop with us and he accepted. I took him and had 
him shaved and his shoes blacked and a clean collar on him before 
taking him to the house. We talked over conditions at home. First 
time he was ever in Washington. Expects to be admitted to practice 
before the Supreme Court tomorrow. 

[Wednesday Jany 7/ 14] Was busy at office most of day. Had a num- 
ber of detentions at Ellis Island of people going to Utah to attend 
to. ’ Booth was admitted to practice before Supreme Court on mo- 
tion of Sen Sutherland. . . . 

[Thursday Jany 8/14] . . . Was at several of the Departments^] Com- 
missioner [of the] Land office told me they were having a h-1 of a 
time to get the Democratic leaders in Utah to agree upon Utah 
appointments. Spoke to him about relieving Don Colton 6 as Re- 
ceiver Vernal office. Worked in the evening on speech on Domes- 
tic Science Bill. 

[Friday Jany 9/14] Sen[t] the money to Anne K to enable her to 
visit us. She wired Grover wanted her to come. Spent most of af- 
ternoon gathering data for speech. Much warmer to day. Almost 
like a Spring day. Ernest sick with a fever. Could not go to school. 

[Saturday Jany 10/14] This is my birthday. Am 52 yrs old to day. 
Cold wind all day. worked at office as usual. Received many con- 
gratulations. Telegrams from Harold & Brownie. Had many call- 
ers. Had Senator and Mrs. Sutherland and Congressman & Mrs. 
Howell to dinner. Senator Bradley was to be with us but was taken 
ill and could not come. Allie received many congratulations on her 
interview in the Washington Star Jany 6. 

[Tuesday Jany 13/14] ... In the evening Allie and I went to a recep- 


4 A longtime Provo resident and intimate friend of Smoot. He served as a judge 
and U.S. Attorney for Utah and defeated George Sutherland for the mayorship of 
Provo. He served twice as president of the LDS Northern States Mission in the 1880s. 

5 There were still old lingering perceptions of Mormon proselyting and immi- 
grating policies. Smoot frequently intervened to alleviate detention and red tape on El- 
lis Island. 

6 A Republican and Mormon leader, later elected to six terms in the U.S. 

House of Representatives (1920-32). 
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don at the White House. It is the first one this season and given 
to the Foreign Representatives A large crowd present. Allie and I 
were taken up the back steps and in the blue room. We shook 
hands with the President and wife of Vice President and Cabinet 
ladies before the public was allowed to enter. We remained until 
11:15 p.m. The refreshments were very plain as compared with 
refreshments served by Roosevelt, or Taft.' Met many of the old 
people who used to attend these receptions. 

[Wednesday Jany 14/14] ... 1 attended a meeting held in the office 
of Secy of Interior at which Dr. Kelly of the John Hopkins Univer- 
sity spoke on Radium and exhibited photos showing the wonderful 
cures of cancer effected by the use of Radium. He wants the Gov- 
ernment to control the radium lands and product. The Secy of 
Interior has recommended that the lands thought to contain ra- 
dium be withdrawn from entry. The papers have been full of this 
question for weeks past. Many of the Western Senators and Rep- 
resentatives were present. I asked him many questions. There are 
only 30 drams of Radium in all the world. The Doctor charges that 
Germany is purchasing the great bulk of it. He owns about one 
dram. Cost him one hundred thousand dollars. It is a wonderful 
metal. The results of its use is marvelous. 

[Sunday Jany 18/14] After breakfast I went to the office and dic- 
tated quite a number of personal letters. At one thirty oclock went 
to a dinner given by Senator Lippett at his home. There were pre- 
sent at the dinner 18 senators. Among them, Weeks, Sutherland, 
Oliver, Gallinger, Bristow Townsend, Brandager, Clark, Cummins, 
Root, McCumber, Sterling etc. Politics was generally discussed. Af- 
ter dinner I went to home of Bro McAuthur and blessed and 
named their baby girl. Gave her the name of Leah Emily. She is a 
beautiful baby. Sister McArthur has not been well for some time. 
In the evening about 90 Utah people attended meeting. Madame 
Mountford delivered her lecture on costume [in] “The Nativity of 
Christ.” It was enjoyed by many present. 

[Monday Jany 19/14] . . . Had a conference with Secy Lane and 

7 Throughout the Wilson years, Smoot groused over the lapse in etiquette and 
grace that he had become accustomed to from previous administrations. 
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discussed the House Resolution authorizing the President to 
withdraw public lands supposed to contain radium. I opposed 
the idea and suggested that we authorize the President to pur- 
chase Radium and smell the ores and control the production in 
that way. No title of land to pass for ten years that allows all 
prospectors to locate and work the same and at end of 10 years 
if law had been complied with title to pass. By that time the 
Government would have all the Radium needed for Hospitals in 
the country. . . . 

[Tuesday Jany 20/14] Allie and I went to depot at 8: 15 A M to meet 
Anne K, shes coming for a visit. Train was 1 hour and fifteen min- 
utes late. She arrived at 9.45 A M. Came all the way alone. With 
other Senators at 130 p m went to the House of Representatives 
to listen to the message of Pres Wilson on the subject of Trusts 
and monopolies. He was very conservative in his statements and 
no doubt his message will be a disappointment to the radical ele- 
ment of the Democratic party. The business interests of the Coun- 
try can approve of most of what he recommends. Had a large num- 
ber of visitors. I have been troubled to day with a pain in my heel 
every time I bend my body. It looks like a strained muscle. It may 
be a touch of Rheumatism. 

[Tuesday Jany 27/14] I called at Treasury Dept and discussed the 
question whether the Church was exempt from the Income tax. 
The man having this in hand was of the opinion the Church was ex- 
empt, and I explained the Church’s income and expenditures as 
near as I could. I left a part of the letter from the Presidency on this 
question and asked him to write me an opinion. ... In the evening 
Allie, Anne K and I went to the reception at the White House. A 
large crowd present. We all extended congratulations to the Presi- 
dent’s daughter and her husband, Mr Sayre. Had a rather pleasant 
time. 

[Thursday Jany 29/14] Received a telegram from Parley Smoot an- 
nouncing the death of his mother Aunt Diana. 8 Sent a telegram of 


8 She was not technically Smoot’s aunt, but was the second wife of his father, A. 
O. Smoot. Plural wives were often referred to as aunt. Diana was a favorite of the ex- 
tended Smoot family. 
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sympathy to the family. In the evening Allie, Anne K and I went 
to the reception given at the “Burlington” by Senator and Mrs Mar- 
tin. Much strong drink was in evidence and some present effected 
by it before the evening was over. 

[Friday Jany 30/14] ... A move was started to have Ex Senator Jos 
Blackburn 9 appointed to fill vacancy on the Lincoln Memorial 
Commission caused by the death of Senator Cullom. Also to give 
him the same salary as paid Cullom. 10 1 agreed to support him for 
the place. Am glad to do so as he was a great friend of mine during 
the trial of my case in the Senate. . . . 

[Sunday Feby lst/14] After breakfast Allie and I went for a walk and 
then to the office. Looked over my mail while Allie wrote a letter 
to Chloe. After dinner I called on the Howells and then went for 
a long walk. It was a perfect day. Meeting at 7 oclock. About the 
usual members were present. The speakers were Reuben Clark and 
myself. After meeting the young people sang songs for about one 
half hour. Mrs Willard Young was present. 

[Monday Feby 2/14] ... In executive session I opposed the confir- 
mation of Swindlehurst Postmaster appointed by Pres Wilson for 
office at Livingston, Montana. He is a thief, raped a young woman, 
ruined another young girl, paid money to get witnesses against him 
out of the State at a time of trial. If the Senate confirms this man 
I will agree that any scoundrel can be confirmed. 

[Thursday Feby 3/14] ... I attended the Banquet given in honor of 
the Commander-in-chief of the GAR, Washington Gardner held 
at Ranchers at 8 oclock. I was assigned to speak on the subject “The 
Boundless West as an Asset to the Union of States.” The toast mas- 
ter introduced me in words of praise. I was applauded time and 
time again and at close of my speech all arose to their feet and gave 
me three cheers. The Commander-in-chief spoke of my friendship 
for the old Soldier and my great help in passage of last Bill increas- 
ing the pensions of the old soldiers. Among other speakers were 
the Commander-in-chief Gardner, Senator McCumber, Genl 
Miles, Congressmen Burnett, Adair and Fowler. Comrade Tanner 


9 Democratic senator Joseph Clay Stiles Blackburn (1838-1918) of Kentucky. 

10 Republican senator Shelby Moore Cullom (1829-1914) of Illinois. 
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responded to the Toast “The President.” After the banquet was 
over I went to the Telegraph office and sent the following telegram 
to E R Eldredge as he would have arrived with the body of Cora 
in Salt Lake City to-day. “I am sorry I cannot be with you to help 
you bear your present heavy burden. You know my heart aches for 
you and my wish is for your future peace and happiness. Allie and 
the children join me in sending love and God’s blessings. Love to 
Ma.” Allie some better to day. Dr. Clayton called to see her and 
said she must rest and remain in bed two weeks. 

[Saturday Feby 7/14] l held a conference with Swindlehurst the man 
appointed by Pres Wilson as Postmaster at Livingston, Montana. 
He wanted to explain away the charges made against him. His state- 
ment convinced me he was all that the charges against him stated 
he was. He does not consider it wrong to associate with women 
and told me of many he had been with but wanted me to believe 
he did not rape Grace Martin. He tried to explain her testimony 
away. He acknowledged to stealing wheat in North Dakota and 
pleading guilty. He described the ruining of the choir girl by him- 
self with no thought of its being wrong. He holds a position in the 
Episcopal Church. I told him I would have to defeat his confirma- 
tion if possible. . . . 

[Thursday Feby 12/14] . . . Attended a meeting of the Printing Com 
of the Senate. I protested vigorously against printing every occa- 
sion by men thinking to reform the world all at once as public 
documents. I am going to make a fight against it on the floor of 
the Senate unless there is a change. 

[Saturday Feby 14/14] A great snow storm yesterday and it is almost 
impossible for Automobiles to get through the storm this morning. 
... I spoke for over one hour against the confirmation of Jos Swin- 
dlehurst. I made an impression on the Democrats to day, O Gor- 
man, Ransdal, Thomas and Bankhead told me they would not vote 
for him. I was speaking at a few minutes after 3 oclock when Sena- 
tor Overman entered the chamber and announced the death of 
Sen Bacon. Senate immediately adjourned. I have had the impres- 
sion ever since announcement of Sen Bacon’s illness that he would 
not get well. He told me about two weeks ago he was suffering 
from a broken rib. This proved to be wrong. He died from kidney 
trouble. His death is a distinct loss to the Senate and the country. 
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He was a conservative man and a safe legislator. The Vice-President 
thought he respected the traditions of the Senate too much. 

[Sunday Feby 15/14] Not so cold as yesterday. I went to the office 
for a few hours. Looked over my mail. W H King promised to be 
at dinner but telephoned he could not come 10 minutes before 
dinner time. After dinner I took Zella and Ernest coasting on the 
hill just west of our home. They had a pleasant time. I rode with 
Zella to guide the sled. Went for a walk. Meeting at 7 oclock. Usual 
number present. Speakers were J. P Meakin, Tim Hoyt and myself. 
We had three strangers present. 

[Monday Feby 16/14] ... I went [to] ... a conference with Mr. New- 
ell director of Reclamation Service on the Strawberry project. The 
people of Sp[anish] Fork have refused every proposition of the 
Government for regulation of distribution of water of original 
water rights. They cannot agree upon the average amount of water 
owned by original holders. The Government has decided to cut 
out Sp Fork altogether and take the water to Mapleton, Payson, 
Spring Lake Santaquin. The conference was to see if something 
could not be done to again try to reach an agreement. Newell was 
willing to do so if I would request it and take the responsibility of 
stopping the high line canal for carrying the water to the above 
named places. This I would not do. I told Henry Gardner he had 
better report the conditions and if they had any offer to make to 
submit it to me and I would take it up with Newell and the Secy of 
Interior. 

[Tuesday Feby 17/14 ] The Governor" arrived and we talked over 
questions he was here to see about and I made an appointment 
for the Governor and his party to meet the Secy of Interior tomor- 
row at 4.30 p m. I attended meeting of the Committee on Public 
Health and also Com on Printing. . . . We had Governor and party 
to our home for dinner and spent a pleasant evening in talking 
over home affairs. 

[Friday Feby 20/14] The Governor and party, Congressman] 
Johnson, 12 Senator Sutherland and myself met in my office and we 


11 Governor William Spry. 

12 Republican representative Jacob Johnson (1847-1925) of Utah. He served just 
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discussed the political situation at home. Talked over the candi- 
dates for congress, State Chairman etc. No definite decision ar- 
rived at. Most present expressed the opinion that the Democrats 
and Progressives cannot form a combination at the next fall elec- 
tion and if they do reach a agreement it will not hurt the Republi- 
can party. . . . 

[Saturday Feby 21/14] Exceeding cold weather. After morning busi- 
ness the Senate went into an executive session. We had a Mexican 
situation up for discussion. Senator Fall called attention to the fail- 
ure of the Administration policy in Mexico and the killing of Ben- 
ton an Englishman by [Pancho] Villa was denounced by resolu- 
tions from businessmen of Texas. The resolutions were put into 
the record. The situation is critical and Wilson’s watchful waiting 
policy will have to change. Democrats were astonished at the reve- 
lation of conditions by Senator Fall. The extension of treaties was 
agreed to. I had the Governor to dinner. 

[Tuesday Feby 24/14] Mrs. Funk & Mrs. McCormack called on me 
and discussed the best method of bringing the Woman Sufferage 
amendment to the Constitution to a vote in the Senate. They both 
were in favor of offering the substitute I discussed with Mrs Funk 
last week but the Board at N Y thought otherwise. I told them I 
would have Senator Ashurst give notice that he would move to 
consider the same next Friday immediately after close of morning 
business. . . . Bp C W Nibley arrived. Hal came from California via 
New York. We talked over conditions at home. The claim of some 
that the officers of the State of California was investigating the case 
of President having his plural wife with him having brought her 
from Utah to California and so doing violated the Mann White 
Slave law. I told him the Country would not stand for any such 
thing. The charge that if I was re-elected it would bring on a war 
against the Church I denied and told Nibley it was made for po- 
litical reasons. It was near zero at 10 oclock. Very cold. 

[Wednesday Feby 25/14] Gave Anne K one hundred dollars as she 
decided to return home leaving at 6.15 p m. to day. She is not very 
well and I was in hopes she would remain longer, but Grover 


one term from 1912-14. 
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wanted her to return. . . . Received a letter from Ed Callister about 
the position W W Ray has taken against the Church and myself 
and also suggested shady deals as an Atty. Bp Nibley left for home 
at 7 oclock. Not so cold. 

[Thursday Feby 26/14] Had many callers to day. Among them the 
usual number of beggars for money. Mat Thomas 1 ’ told me of the 
bitterness of W W Ray against the Mormon people and his own 
experience with him. . . . Allie was sick again to day with a great 
pain in her head. Had the Doctor but he did not suggest anything 
new to do for her. 

[Sunday Mar 1/14] I did not go to the office to day. Had Utah peo- 
ple with us all day. At dinner we had Brimhall and Cumming’s and 
Mat Thomas and wife. About 3 o’clock the wind came up and by 
12 oclock it was blowing so hard it rocked the beds. Allie was so 
nervous she could not sleep. At 7 oclock we held our meeting. We 
had a large gathering with six non-members present notwithstand- 
ing the disagreeable weather. The speakers were M Thomas, Geo 
Brimhall, Jensen of B Y U and myself. We had a very interesting 
meeting and a splendid spirit present. 

[Tuesday Mar 3/ 14] John Hart of Idaho called. He was disgusted 
with the policy of the Deseret News in their political truckling to 
the administration. Their prosperity articles etc. Had callers until 
12 oclock the time the Senate met, among them a number of 
women interested in woman’s suffrage. . . . 

[Wednesday Mar 4/14] Attended the meeting of the Public Lands 
Com and a sub-Committee consisting of Senators Pittman, Robin- 
son and myself was appointed to report a Coal Loan Bill For Alaska 
to the full Committee by next Wednesday if possible. Woman Suf- 
frage was discussed most of day. 

[Thursday Mar 5/14] Held a conference with John Hart of Idaho 
and discussed the Idaho political situation. He did not want to get 
in the [p]act for any particular person for Senator as he was the 
Republican National Committeeman and there was going to be a 


13 Mat Thomas was a longtime friend and political supporter from Ogden who 
often visited Smoot on business trips East. 
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better person fight for the nomination. All four of the Candidates 
want his support. . . .John Hart was with us to dinner. Had a pleas- 
ant chat with him after dinner about church affairs. 

[Saturday Mar 7/14] . . . Allie and I attended a dinner given by Mrs 
Keep, the sister of Miss Boardman and Mrs Crane. There were at 
dinner Congressman Lawrence, 14 Mr & Mrs Willet the correspon- 
dent of the London Times and Mrs Beal daughter of James G 
Blaine. 1 ’ Had a very pleasant evening and talked Mormonism and 
its early history at their request. 

[Sunday Mar 8/14] I went to Dr Collins to have him make an ex- 
amination of my arm as the pain in it does not cease. The Doctor 
said I had a slight touch of neuritus and gave me an electric treat- 
ment. It was rather severe. Will take some time to cure it. I was at 
the office for a short time. After dinner Allie and I went calling. 
We called on Miss Mabel Boardman, Sen Brady Sutherlands, How- 
ell’s and Mrs Young. Bright day but rather cold toward evening. 

[Monday Mar 9/14] ... In the Senate we had the Mexican situation 
up. Senator Fall made a long and sensational speech. The galleries 
were filled and attention was paid to what he said by the Senators. 
Sen Shively attempted to answer him but made a poor out at it. 
He was rowing up a stream with broken paddles. 

[Thursday Mar 12/14] I took an electric treatment this morning at 
8.30. Had a number of callers this morning among them C A 
Walker of Salt Lake City, Utah. . . . Wallace stated the Democrats 
and Progressives were going to make Prohibition the prominent 
question the Fall Campaign. 

[Sunday Mar 15/14] \ most beautiful day. After breakfast I walked 
from home to Senate office about 3 miles. Over half of the way I 
was accompanied by Senator Sherman of 111. We discussed the na- 
tional political situation and the Wilson Mexican policy. After din- 
ner Allie and I went for an Auto ride. We called on Mrs. Keep. It 


14 Republican representative George Pelton Lawrence (1859-1917) of 
Massachusetts. 

15 Blaine was in the “half-breed” wing of the Republican party in the late nine- 
teenth century. He served in the House, was appointed President Garfield’s Secretary 
of State, and ran unsuccessfully for president in 1884. 
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was our dinner call. Called on Mrs McCaskell but she was not 
home. She is the sister of Mrs W S McCornick. Meeting was held 
at 7 oclock. The speakers were Barker of Ogden and Bro Summer- 
hays a returning Missionary. Summerhays also sang a solo. He has 
a very fine voice. 

[Tuesday Mar 17/14] Was at the Doctors this morning for nearly 
an hour. My arm is about the same. . . . Jacob F Gates 16 arrived 
here and my secy spent the day in showing him around the City. 
He was with us to dinner and remained all night. He told me of 
his experience during his residence in Germany for last year or 
more. His daughter is doing fine in her work as Opera singer. 
We discussed the political situation at home and plans for work 
this fall campaign. 

[Thursday Mar 19/14] Called on the Doctor this morning for treat- 
ment of my arm. It is no better. I held a conference with the At- 
torney General and he tells me the Government has no one in Utah 
to investigate whether the Mormon Church was violating the Anti- 
Trust laws. I received a letter from the Presidency stating it was 
reported so. I told the Atty General that any time the Government 
wanted to know what interest the Church had in any institution 
doing an inter-state business, I would gladly furnish it and the 
Church would willingly grant it and had no desire to cover up their 
holdings. The holdings of the Church had been greatly exagger- 
ated and they controlled no business that I knew of that did an 
inter-State Business. This is part of a democratic plot to scare Pres. 
Smith into requesting me to withdraw as a candidate for re-elec- 
tion. W W Ray is at the bottom of it. See my letter to President 
Smith. We had Woman Suffrage in the Senate after 2 oclock. Vote 
was taken and lacked the 2/3 vote required for its passage. The 
vote was 35 for and 34 against. Thos R Cutler called and talked 
over political situation [at] home. 

[Friday Mar 20/14] Wrote President Smith a long letter. Was busy 
with my mail until the convening of the Senate at 12 oclock. Noth- 


16 Gates’s second wife was Brigham Young’s daughter and Mormon activist 
Susa Young Gates and his daughters Leah and Emma Lucy married apostle-scientist 
John A. Widtsoe and Apostle Albert E. Bowen respectively. 
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ing special in the senate to day. Snow most of day and cold towards 
evening. Sent a telegram last evening to chairman Mass meeting 
held at Utah Hotel expressing the hope that monolithic columns 
will be used in the State Capitol. 17 

[Thursday Mar 26/14] I took another electric treatment this morn- 
ing. Received a telegram from Ariel Cardon telling me that after 
an examination of Chloe[’s] physical condition by Doctor Snow 
and Joseph Richards they agree that she is suffering from a tubal 
conception and an operation is recommended. We decided that 
Mama should go tomorrow to Chloe and I wired Ariel to that effect 
and if it was advisable to have the operation perform at once. We 
arranged for Bessie our laundress to take care of the home while 
Mama is away. . . . 

[Friday Mar 27/14] Allie left for home at 1 1:45 A.M. over Penn R 
R Will arrive Salt Lake City Monday Morning if trains are on time. 
Senate met at 12 oclock. The bill to regulate trading in cotton fu- 
tures was passed. Stirring times in the House over the Panama Ca- 
nal tolls. See record. Newspapers are filled. Received a telegram 
that Chloe was operated on and conditions favorable from Ariel. 

[Saturday Mar 28/ 14 ] . . . Received a splendid letter from President 
Jos F Smith. I could not ask for a letter filled with more love, con- 
fidence and support. 

[Sunday Mar 29/14] I went to the office there met John M Hayes 
and wife of Salt Lake City. We discussed the political situation 
home. He wants Joe Sharp as our candidate for County Sheriff S 
L County this fall. He is satisfactory to me but I told him I did not 
want to support him as against other satisfactory candidates. If he 
received the nomination it would please me. I took them for Auto 
ride through the parks and visited the Zoo. They left for New York 
in the afternoon. At 2 oclock I blessed and named Joseph Howell 
Jr’s baby boy. Gave him the name of “Joseph Maughn” He is a fine 
baby. Perfectly well. Had dinner with the Howells. Went for a walk 
with Zella. At 8 30 I went to the Cosmopolitan Baptist Church on 
N St between 9th & 10th Str[eet]s N W and spoke on the subject 

17 The Utah statehouse was under construction, and a variety of opinions con- 
cerning its architecture were expressed. 
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“Am I my Brother’s Keeper.” I never spoke with greater freedom 
and received congratulations at close of service. A number of white 
people were present [and] among them a few Utah people. 

[Monday Mar 30/14] . . . Senator Lewis, 18 made a speech on the 
repeal of Canal Tolls. 11 ' It was a great effort. A very wordy speech 
but I could not approve it and I dont believe it was approved of by 
very many senators. The senator was very dramatic and the object 
of the speech was to put the President right before the people. The 
bitter speeches continued in the House. Mr. Nunn called and we 
talked over financial conditions in the electric business. He told 
me of the unhappy condition existing between Brownie and Anita. 
Brownie is almost discouraged and Anita has lost interest in her 
home and shows no inclination to help Brownie live within his in- 
come. He expressed the fear of a separation. 20 

[Sunday Apr 5/14] I was at the office until 1 oclock. It was rather 
lonesome at dinner as only three of us were present, Zella, Ernest 
and myself. Ernest was not feeling well and ate very little. I did not 
feel like eating as my bowls were running off. After dinner Zella 
and Ernest took the Auto and took their teachers for a ride. I went 
for a walk through the Zoo. Meeting at 7 30 p.m. It was a clear day 
but cool. We had the usual number present. It was a testimony 
[faith-testimonial] meeting and all enjoyed themselves but it 
seemed strange without Allie. 

[Wednesday Apr 8/14] Received a telegram from Brownie to wire 
Provo Coml & Savings Bank to honor his check for one thousand 
dollars. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 9/14] Visited the Doctors. My arm is somewhat 
better but the change is slow. . . . The Senate met at 12 oclock 
Senator Lodge made his canal toll speech. It was a great speech 
but I could not agree with his conclusions. He was on nearly 
every side of the question. He was congratulated by many. Er- 

18 Democratic senator James Hamilton Lewis (1863-1939) of Washington. 

19 Wilson was concerned over “bad faith” in giving preference to U.S. shipping 
in the Panama Canal. The arguments went on for months, and the senate finally 
passed the repeal on June 11. 

20 This never occurred, but Brownie continued to feel unsettled. 
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nest is well and out[-of-doors] and has suffered nothing from his 
attack of German measles. 

[Friday Apr 10/14] Dr. Mary A Walker called and asked me to in- 
troduce a bill for her against an amendment to the Constitution 
granting Woman Suffrage. I will tell her it ought to be in the form 
of a resolution. Brother Romney President Australian Mission 
called with two of his sons, a number of returned missionaries and 
his brother. Nothing special in the Senate. Adjourned over until 
Monday. Received a telegram Chloe was home from the hospital 
and doing well. 

[Saturday Apr 11/14] I did not go to the Doctors am going to wait 
and see if my arm will remain same as now without treatment. Not 
much change in the last two weeks. It does not pain, just sore when 
I get it in one position. Zella and I went to Special drill at Fort 
Meyer. We were invited guests of Vice President Marshall. . . . The 
exercises were exceedingly good. The trained Cavalry horses were 
exceptional good. I enjoyed the afternoon greatly. This is the first 
of the drills I ever attended. Will have Allie go to the next one. I 
took dinner with the Sutherlands. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 12/14] Easter Sunday. Instead of being a cold stormy 
day as predicted, the day has been ideal. Zella and I went to St 
Margrets Church. The music was fine. I did not think much of the 
Sermon of Rev Smith. C W Nibley arrived this morning. Had him 
to dinner. We talked over conditions at home. He thought they 
were in good condition and that I would win out in this fall cam- 
paign. [He] Reported Pres Lund as being in a critical condition. I 
took him with the children for an Auto ride. Went for a walk. Lone- 
some in the evening. Nibley goes on to New York tonight. 

[Monday Apr 13/14] Sent a draft for ten thousand dollars to New 
York to pay balance due on my subscription of 40,000.00 six per- 
cent Gold notes of Utah Securities Corporation. This will give me 
$40,000.00 of the Stock and I have ordered that sold. Price to day is 
$19.00 per share. Had about a dozen Utah people call to day. I had 
Julian Thomas 21 take the car and show them around the city and 
parks 
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21 Thomas was one of Smoot’s many personal secretaries working his way 
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[Tuesday Apr 14/ 14] The President orders the Atlantic fleet to force 
public salute from forts at Tampico, as demanded by Rear Admiral 
Mayo for insult to our marines, [President] Huerta has refused to 
do so but has expressed regret and punished the officer inflicting 
the result. The President begins to realize his watchful waiting pol- 
icy is a failure and the people are opposed to him so he takes this 
small incident to make a great bluff to show our strength. This 
should have been done when they were killing American citizens 
and scoffing at every request made by our Government. John Lund 
it is understood caused the President to take this stand against the 
counsel of WJ Bryan. I think the President also decided this would 
be a good move to make to draw attention from the free tolls ques- 
tion. Eleven battleships and about 15,000 men ordered to Tam- 
pico. Action caused great excitement. A few of the republicans met 
in Sen Gallingers office and talked over the situation. We agreed 
to say nothing in Senate to day but wait and see what action will 
be taken by Huerta and if he refuses w[hat] Wilson will do. 

[Wednesday Apr 15/14] Rained all night and most of the day. I 
blessed Mary Howell before starting on her visit to Europe. She 
goes with the Utah people that are delegates to the Woman 
Convention to be held at Rome. . . . Many are ridiculing the 
President for ordering the whole Atlantic Fleet to Mexican wa- 
ters to force Huerta to salute the flag. ... It is my belief that 
Wilson intends to intervene in Mexico and will deliver a message 
to Congress within a short time asking that he be authorized to 
deal are [our] war. Politics at the bottom of it. Roosevelt gave 
notice he would not go to Spain but return home. This move is 
to forestall Roosevelt from making the Mexican question an is- 
sue and to withdraw public criticism from his repeal of the canal 
tolls, a very clever political move. 

[Thur April 16/14] The President has agreed if Huerta will salute 
our flag we will then salute the Mexican flag. What a humiliation. 
It cannot be so. It looks to me as if that act would be the recognition 
of Huerta. I spoke against the ruling of the chair on the question 
of the right of a Special order. Most of day was spent in an execu- 


through school in Washington, D.C. 
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tive session at which a filibuster was indulged in by southern Sena- 
tors to prevent the confirmation of Judge Ferrell a negro. . . . ” 

[Friday Apr 17/14] A Beautiful day. I never have heard any men 
criticised more severely than Wilson and Bryan for their reported 
cowardly back down to Mr Huerta. Bryan says our saluting the 
Mexican flag after they saluting ours is like one gentleman tipping 
his hat to another gentleman. Men of all political faiths are con- 
demning them for bringing humiliation to every American. 
Huerta won his point in having us agree to salute the Mexican flag 
and to day salutes were fired simultaneously. He is just mocking 
us and showing the world what a grape juice jelly fish Administra- 
tion we have. We had another executive session and Senator Var- 
danians made a speech on the negro question. He has made it so 
often he has it down pat. No action on the Ferrell confirmation. 

[Saturday Apr 18/14] Huerta refused to salute the flag unless the 
return salute to the Mexican flag was simultaneously saluted. Pres 
Wilson refused to do this and gives Huerta until 6 oclock p.m. Sun- 
day to salute the flag or take the consequences. A great feeling of 
resentment was manifested to day at Huerta’s refusal. In my opin- 
ion if Huerta salutes the flag Villa will use it against him and charge 
him with disloyalty to Mexico’s interests and patriotism. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 19/ 14] FA Callister and I went for a walk. Called at the 
office and looked over the mail. We spent a great deal of the day 
in talking over political conditions home. He thinks conditions in 
good shape. He doesn’t believe a consolidation of the Democrats 
& progressives will be able to defeat me and such a move may be 
an advantage. 23 He thinks as I think that prohibition will be made 
the issue by the Democrats and progressives. After dinner we went 
for an Auto ride. Called on Howell. Meeting at 7.30 p.m. A good 
number present. . . . 

[Monday Apr 20/14] Huerta asked for a longer time to decide as to 
whether he will salute the flag or not and President Wilson refused 
to give him one minute. Senate met at 12 oclock. At 3 oclock the 


22 Contrary to the impression given here, Smoot was criticized at times for be- 
ing a negrophile. Although his father brought slaves to Utah from Tennessee, he 
maintained a benevolent attitude toward them, which Reed inherited. 

23 Conventional wisdom, in some quarters, had Smoot a cinch for defeat in the 
upcoming fall elections. 
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Senate went to the House to listen to the President read his mes- 
sage to Congress on the Mexican situation. When the President 
entered the House he received a great demonstration but at the 
end of his speech very little applause. It was a great disappointment 
to all. In the executive Session we had the negro question again, 
discussed by Hoke Smith 24 and Senator Reed[.] Governor Wm Spry 
arrived today. . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 21/14] The Governor called this morning and we 
talked over his mission here. He met the Secy of the Interior with 
Gov Ammons 25 of Colo and discussed land questions and particu- 
larly the Governors proposition ma[d]e at Denver a week or so 
ago. Senate met to day at 12 oclock and immediately proceeded 
to the consideration of House Resolution justifying the President 
in using the Army & Navy in Mexico and given reasons for so do- 
ing. This was a great day in American history. A great day in the 
Senate. It developed that the President ordered last night the of- 
ficers of the Navy to take Vera Cruz. Reports received in the eve- 
ning that war was begun and 4 Americans killed and 2 1 wounded. 
I was to speak this evening at Baltimore but on account of the situ- 
ation in the Senate I could not leave but got Gov Spry and Jos 
Howell to go in my place. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 22/14] Allie arrived at 8.26 A.M. She was tired but 
felt well. Reported that children were getting along well. Chloe was 
up and around. Ma was gradually growing weaker. Ma sent me a 
silver cup that was presented to H S Eldredge in the year 1860 by 
a business firm of St Louis, Mo. He dealt with them and it was this 
firm that he paid the Gold that he carried in a buckskin belt all the 
way from Utah to Mo. I made a short statement for the Herald 
Republican giving some of my reasons for voting against the reso- 
lution justifying the President in using the Armed force of the U. 
S. on account of the flag incident at Tampico. [Senator] Penrose 
criticized the Administration in the Senate today on its Mexican 
policy and words passed between him an[d] Senator Reed of Mo. 
More fighting at Vera Cruz, and more deaths reported. 


24 Democratic senator Hoke Smith (1855-1931) of Georgia was the first politi- 
cian of note to throw his support behind Woodrow Wilson. 

25 Elias Ammons. 
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[Thursday Apr 23/14] [Governor] Carranza and Villa the Mexican 
Constitutionists virtually declared war against the U. S. It was dis- 
cussed in the Senate to day. I spoke for a few minutes on my vote 
against the Resolution passed in the Senate yesterday. Senator Le- 
wis made a nasty speech in criticism of Root, Lodge and other Re- 
publican Senators. Lodge made a good speech. Gove Spry went 
with me to dinner and spent the evening with us. This war is not 
so popular as was expected. 

[Friday Apr 24/14] Had many callers this morning. Received a tele- 
gram from Presiding Elder at El Paso telling me of the great danger 
our Mexican colonies find themselves in since the attack of Vera 
Cruz. I took the question up with the Asst Secy of State Osborne 
and he wired American Consul relative to same. See telegrams. 
Also received a cable gram from Hy M Smith stating that five of 
our Elders had been ordered deported from Africa. I immediately 
took this up with the State Dept. . . . Terrell the negro nomination 
was confirmed. In the evening the Governor and Congressman 
Howell called and we discussed the coming campaign and the Gov- 
ernor give vent to his feelings against Callister, Anderson and Hull. 
He has no love for them. 

[Saturday Apr 23/14] Received word from the State Dept, that Villa 
had promised to give escort and protection to our colonies who 
want to leave Mexico if we would let him know just where they are 
located. I wired A. F. Pierce Presiding Elder now at El Paso to let 
me know where colonies are located and I would see that Villa is 
notified. I could not go to New York last night with the Governor 
on account of the Mexican situation. 

[Sunday Apr 26/14] Was at the office long enough to look over 
letters. Received a telegram that arrangements were made to bring 
our Colonists out of Mexico by rail and some had arrived at El 
Paso. . . . 

[Monday Apr 27/14] Ed Callister and wife here from N Y on their 
way home. Received clippings from the Salt Lake Tribune and 
Telegram bitterly criticizing Jos Howell, Jacob Johnson and myself 
for vote against Resolution 251 justifying the Pres in using the 
armed forces of the Army & Navy against Mexico etc. Callister and 
I prepared a statement for the Herald Republican for tomorrow 
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mornings issue. The Tribune and click are doing all they can to 
irate the people against us and trying to hold a public meeting to 
denounce our action. . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 28/14] I was handed clippings from the Tribune and 
Telegram bitterly attacking me. Received a telegram from Brown 
of the Herald Republican telling of the great excitement of the 
people and personal denouncement of my vote. I decided not to 
make a public statement. I am sure when the truth is known the 
people will approve my action. . . . The reports from home have 
worried me a great deal. 

[Saturday May 2/ 14] Hall of Mexico called to see me. I had received 
a number of letters from him on Mexican Affairs. He came direct 
from the train. Was very nervous and wanted to see John Lund at 
once. I called Lund over the phone and made an appointment to 
have him meet Hall at 2 oclock p.m. Shortly after my telephoning 
Lund he called at my office and we discussed Mexican affairs and 
Hall. See my Letter to Pres Smith I will dictate to day some time 
if possible. ... In the evening took Allie and the children to Polls 
theatre to see the play “Officer 666.” A waste of time and money. 


[Saturday May 9/14] Called at the tailors and had my suit fitted. 
Also purchased shirts, ties, socks etc for summer. Poor H L Hall 
called and arranged an interview for John Lund with me at my 
office at 10 oclock to morrow. We discussed the Mexican situation 
present and future. ... I finished my speech on Repeal Tolls Bill. 
Zella is suffering with a pain in her side. We sent for Dr. Clayton 
and he says she has a slight touch of appendicitis. 

[Sunday May 10/14] Allie and I went to the depot and met Het 
Eldredge Center and her children. She arrived at 8.26 A M. Will 
stop here for one week. On her way to Berlin, Germany to join her 
husband who is there on business. At 9 oclock John Lund called 
at my office and we spent an hour in discussing Mexican affairs. 
... I think before peace comes to Mexico the strong arm of the 
United States will have to do it. We discussed the future course to 
pursue in handling the land or Agrarian policy. I told him of what 
had been accomplished by our people in Mexico among the people 
of Mexico and how it was done. He wants our cooperation in get- 
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ting the good will of the people associated with Zapata in the south- 
ern part of Mexico. Wants me to lay before Bryan and the Presi- 
dent my views of assisting those people and how to teach them in 
the future. We help them with provisions, through the Red Cross 
by requisitions made by Bro Hall. He thinks Carranza & Villa will 
be loyal as they cannot get financial help from any other source. 
Also thinks all classes of Mexican people are tired of war and want 
peace. After dinner I took Het and children for a ride. Zella still 
suffering for attack of appendicitis. I suggested A W Ivins as a 
peace delegate in Mexican mediation after telling Lund what he 
had accomplished in Mexico and his knowledge of the people. He 
was impressed with the suggestion and will present it to the Presi- 
dent. I wired to President Smith asking if he was appointed if he 
could serve. 

[Monday May 11/14] . . . Received word from Pres Smith that Ivins 
could act as peace delegate in appointment. Real warm to day. 

[Wednesday May 13/14] Bp C W Nibley arrived this morning from 
N Y. He had been there to close deal for the Church by purchasing 
from the American Sugar Co about 25% of the Capital Stock of 
the Lewiston and Amalgamite Sugar Co. He wanted to borrow 
250,000.00 for one year to complete the cash payment for same. 
He told me things politically were about the same at home. No 
change in the program. In the Senate I spoke for over two hours 
on the repeal tolls bill. Received many congratulations and was 
listened to with interest. Many told me it was the best speech de- 
livered on the subject. In the evening Howell and Nibley called at 
the house. I asked Nibley to see if the policy of the Deseret News 
could not be changed. 26 

[Thursday May 14/ 14] l took Nibley to the Riggs National Bank and 
introduced him to Glover the President. I told him we wanted to 
[obtain] 250,000.00 of cheap money for the Church and told him 
why. He did not have so large amount to lend but would give 
Nibley a letter of Introduction to Mr Vanderlip of N Y and he 
thought he could take care of the loan. . . . 


26 Smoot still felt that the Deseret News stroked President Wilson far too sympa- 
thetically. 
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[Saturday May 15/14] Bp Nibley returned from New York and re- 
ported he had made the loan of 250,000.00 for the Church from 
the City National Bank at 5%. . . . 

[Friday May 21/14] Called at the Indian office and asked that 
the Government give permission and pay the expense of repre- 
sentative Indians from the different tribes to attend the Exer- 
cises to be given by the Sons & Daughters of the Pioneers next 
24th of July. Taken under consideration to see if [it] can be 
done under the law. Called on Secy of State Bryan with Bro 
Hall to discuss the Mexican situation. He was busy and I could 
not wait. . . . 

[Sunday May 24/14] . . . The Star has an interview with Dr. Glea- 
son of the G A R on President Wilson’s refusal to speak at 
Arlington on Memorial Day May 30. He accepted an invitation 
to speak at Arlington five days later June 4 at the unveiling of 
the monument to the Confederate dead. It was recalled that he 
refused an invitation a year ago and also to speak at Gettysburg 
at the great gathering there 50 years after the war. His political 
friends prevailed upon him to finally reconsider his refusal and 
consent to speak. The GAR people remembered how cold he 
was and as soon as he delivered his speech he left for Washing- 
ton. I had GAR men call and some wanted me to attack the 
President in my address at Arlington on Memorial day. Ex Sena- 
tor Butler called in the evening and asked me to stop the move 
on foot for the GAR members to refuse to participate in unveil- 
ing exercises on June 4. I told him I would do so. He criticized 
Wilson most severely. I will not mention him in my address. At 
4 oclock I delivered the address on life of Lincoln at the annual 
meeting of the Ladies of the GAR Circle No. 3 held in the 
rotunda of the Capitol. . . . 

[Friday May 29/14] Bro Hall called and he is discouraged in 
getting any recognition for Zapata and followers from our Gov- 
ernment. John Lund told him he did not think it was proper to 
consider him any settlement of conditions in Mexico. . . . Sen 
Overman 27 had a resolution read against polygamy and the Mor- 


27 Democratic senator Lee Slater Overman (1854-1930) of North Carolina. 
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mon church from certain preachers of No Carolina. Senator 
Sutherland answered the statements made in the resolution. 

[Saturday May 30/14] ... I went to the office and worked until 1 1 
oclock. At that time the Memorial Day Committee sent a carriage 
for me and I took Allie and the children to Arlington. . . . Speaker 
Clark arrived about 12 45 and the President at one oclock. Presi- 
dent decided to attend after he learned Clark had accepted an in- 
vitation to speak. It was a mistake I believe for it did not satisfy the 
old soldier after his refusal twice to attend. The audience showed 
their disapproval of the Presidents refusal by giving him a cold 
reception. They made it more apparent by giving Champ Clark a 
royal reception. The President was given a small chair and his aids 
were not provided with seats near him but on the opposite side of 
platform. Allie and children sat immediately back of the President 
and they offered to move to allow aids to sit near the President but 
Commander Gleason would not listen to it. There was a strained 
feeling between Clark and the President. I was the orator of the 
day. . . . The President was introduced by Commander Gleason in 
a few simple words. It was a cold informal introduction. The Presi- 
dent made a fine speech. When Clark was introduced there was a 
great demonstration, prearranged I believe but nevertheless a dis- 
approval of the President. He told me he would not speak much 
more than 10 minutes but he spoke for 37 minutes. It began to 
thunder while the President was speaking and some of the crowd 
ran for shelter. It began to rain just before Clark concluded. I was 
introduced by Com Gleason and was applauded loudly. Many of 
the crowd left for shelter from the rain but it was remarkable the 
number that remained in the rain. I was wet when I got through 
The rain running through the covering. My manuscript was soak- 
ing wet. The President remained and at the conclusion of my 
speech shook my hand and congratulated me on my address. Allie 
and Zella got a little wet. They had an umbrella. It was unfortunate 
for me that the rain came as I hurried through my speech and took 
no time to give it any emphasis. Received congratulations from 
many. We drove home after exercises and had dinner at 4 oclock. 
In the evening I took Allie and the children to Columbia theatre 
and saw the play “Mrs Temptation’s telegram.” The President and 
his daughter was there. He waved his hand to us. 
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[Monday June 1/14] . . . Senator Overman asked that my Arlington 
speech on Memorial day be printed as a public document. It was 
granted. Congressman Cox asked that it be printed in the record. 
It was granted by the house. In the evening I attended a public 
meeting held at the Red Room of the New Willard Hotel under 
the auspices of the GAR and other patriotic associations to protest 
against the dismissal of Old Soldiers of the Civil War from the Gov- 
ernment Service. There have been a large number dismissed of 
late particularly from the Washington Post office. The speakers 
were Congressman Fess of Ohio Senator Jones of Wash, Washing- 
ton Gardner Commander-in-chief of the G.A.R. Mrs Ball and my- 
self. After the meeting I had to shake hands with a great many of 
the old soldiers and soldiers widows. 

[Sunday June 7/14] I spent the morning at the office. The afternoon 
was very warm After dinner we went for a ride. Called at Mr 
Brown’s and picked cherries. All we could eat and a number of 
boxes for home use. The little Grandson of Senator Sutherland 
died 8 oclock this evening. Meeting at 7 30 p.m. We had a testi- 
mony meeting. All enjoyed the meeting. It is the last one we are 
going to hold this summer. 

[Wednesday June 10/14] . . . Mrs Funk an Atty of Chicago, 111, a 
worker and leader in the cause of Woman Suffrage told me of a 
remarkable dream she had had on three different occasions 
about me. 

[Thursday June 11/14] I was very tired this morning. Had a lot of 
business with the departments to attend to. Senate met at 11 
oclock. ... A great deal of ill feeling between the democrats devel- 
oped during the discussion and Senators West 2 * and Vardeman 
nearly came to blows. A number of Senators stepped between 
them. See vote. Was completely exhausted when the Senate ad- 
journed. 

[Saturday June 13/14] ... I received a[n] inquiry from the reporter 
of the Chicago Record Herald asking about an Associated Press 


28 Democratic senator William Stanley West (1849-1914) of Georgia was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacant seat of Senator Bacon who passed away the previous 
February. 
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Dispatch stating that J T Darling of Chicago had accused me of 
using his speech of two years ago in my speech at Arlington. I told 
the reporter I had used a poem and a descriptive account of the 
principle battles of the civil war but only as quotations as my speech 
would show. 2 ' 1 Allie and I went to the theatre in the evening. On 
my return home from the theatre I received a telegram about the 
same associated Press report. I answered them at once. 

[Sunday June 14/14] Very cool today. I have had the headache most 
of the day and my attack of indigestion. The morning papers car- 
ried the Associated Press report but not the same one the Herald 
Republican wired me about. I prepared a statement for the Asso- 
ciated Press. Had a number of paper reporters call on me in rela- 
tion to same. I explained the case as it is. Sent a telegram to J T 
Darling. . . . 

[Wednesday June 17/14] . . . Mr. L L Nunn arrived and I talked with 
him over conditions at home and the business situation in the 
Country. He is blue over business prospects. I asked him to look 
after Brownie. . . . 

[Tuesday June 30/14] ... I was called to preside over the Senate by 
Vice President from 2 oclock until a little after 4 oclock. 

[Wednesday July 1/14 ] . . . Met Mr. Thomas County Chairman of 
Democratic Party Salt Lake Co and wife. He told me of Utah Chair- 
man Wallace’s 30 two faced actions against Pres Smith and myself. 
He considers him a dishonest man. Thomas handed me a copy of 
the Salt Lake Democrat and stated he was not responsible for the 
editorials. Congratulated me on my work in the Senate and the 
position attained. 

[Sunday July 3/14] Was at the office until one oclock. Bro Hall 
called and reported his last weeks experience with the State Dept 
on Mexican affairs. Bryan is beginning to wake up to the fact that 
Villa is not all there is in Mexico. The Mexican situation is very 


29 In the 1930s Apostle James E. Taltnage accused Smoot of plagiarism and de- 
manded an apology. 

30 Salt Lake City Democrat William R. Wallace resented the church’s political in- 
volvement. 


228 



Trouble in Mexico and Germany 


critical. After dinner I took Young and McAllister on auto ride and 
then to the Hotel. They leave for Phila this evening. 

[Tuesday July 7/14] Had many callers during the morning. Re- 
ceived a telegram from Callister and Ed Jenkins asking me to 
wire the State National Bank guaranteeing a loan for the Herald 
Republican of $10,000.00. Senate met at 11 oclock ... I wired 
State Nat Bank I would guarantee a loan of $10,000.00 to the 
Herald Republican. I don’t like this way of doing business and 
will write so stating. 

[Friday July 10/14] ... I took Albert to see the game of ball 
between Washington and St Louis It was so poor we did not 
remain after the sixth innings. In the evening we went for an 
auto ride through the park. Our cook took her day off and did 
not show up. Perhaps we will never see her again. We all went to 
the Hotel for dinner. 

[Saturday July 11/14] ... I worked at the office all day. Cleaned up 
a lot of accumulated matters. Had a few unfinished matters at the 
Departments and attended to them. Senator Brady 31 and wife 
called. He is talking of buying a building lot near my home and 
put a home. He will do so if he is re-elected. I told him if I was not 
re-elected and he was I would sell him my home. 

[Sunday July 12/14] I went to the office and looked over the mail. 
Bro Hall called and he is very much discouraged over Mexican af- 
fairs. He received advises from Zapata that he had joined forces 
with Huerta and was dissatisfied with his work here in Washington. 
I told him I did not believe it and was sent [to] him [Hall] for effect 
here in Washington and particularly on Carranza representatives. 

[Tuesday July 14/14] Received a number of letters from personal 
friends giving their views on the political situation at home. The 
question of the confirmation of Thos D. Jones 32 as a member of 

31 Republican senator James Henry Brady (1862-1918) of Idaho was appointed 
to fill the vacancy of recently deceased Senator Heyburn. He was reelected in 1914. 

32 Jones was a former trustee at Princeton where Wilson had served as presi- 
dent. Another friend and campaign supporter was similarly objected to. The harder 
Wilson pushed, the more intransigent the senate became. Warburg was finally ap- 
proved, but Jones’s name was withdrawn. 
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the Federal Reserve Board was considered behind closed doors. 
1 made a speech against the nomination of a man for that place 
who gave $40,000.00 to Pres Wilson’s campaign and under in- 
dictment as a director of the Harvester Trust. He also is lacking 
in banking experience. It developed quite a number of Demo- 
crats were against him and if vote had been taken he would have 
been defeated. We have all Republicans against him with excep- 
tion of one or two. Senator Clark of Ark made a speech warning 
the Democrats against voting for such men as Jones having de- 
nounced Trusts for years past on every occasion. He thought it 
grave enough for the Democrats to consider it in caucus and not 
in executive or open session. The Democrats are shaking in their 
boots and the appointment is very unfortunate for them. The 
President is using every power at his command to secure votes 
enough to confirm him. 

[Thursday July 16/14] I received Brownies letter showing he is in 
debt about $ 14 000.00, this over and above the amount he received 
from the Idaho Utah Elec Co sale. I dont know what to do with him. 
The President is moving heaven and earth to secure votes enough 
to confirm Jones. Nothing particular happened in the Senate 

[Saturday July 18/14] Senate met at 11 oclock We passed the Defi- 
ciency Appro Bill with Amendments. I put an amendment on the 
bill for 7500.00 for site of Post office at Sp Fork. The bill coming 
from the committee provided for sites at Eureka Nephi and Ver- 
nal. u Senate adjourned early. No liklihood for an adjournment of 
Senate at an early date. We went for an auto ride in the evening. 

[Thursday July 23/14] An awful hot day. The President seeing he 
was defeated in the confirmation of Thos D Jones withdrew his 
nomination. . . . His withdrawal was a great surprise for the Presi- 
dent had been telling the country he would not withdraw his name 
and had votes enough to confirm him. Went for a ride through 
the park to get cooled off. Oh how hot it is. Hard to get a quorum 
in the Senate. 

[Tuesday July 28/14] War was declared today by Austria against 

33 These were small rural towns in and around Provo with the exception of Ver- 
nal which is in the northeastern section of Utah. 
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Servia. Stocks have dropped and the business of the world is in a 
frenzy. Gold exports from our Country continues. It looks today 
as if all Europe will be in war very shortly. See papers for details. 
Senate met at 1 1 oclock. ... I had Earl Wardrup’s son and a young 
man from Idaho two returning missionaries to dinner. Will have 
Julian Thomas show them the city tomorrow. Very cool after the 
storm this afternoon. 

[Friday July 31/14] . . . War news indicate a European war. The 
Stock Exchanges of America close and conditions in the monetary 
world are critical. We could not meet the demands of Europe on 
our Gold by sale of securities and for protection the Stock Ex- 
changes were closed. Allie and Ernest left for home on Penn Ry at 
6.15 p m. 

[Saturday Aug 1/14] . . . Germany declares war against Russia and 
all Europe mobolizing her armies. Things look black. A mighty war 
will be in progress in a few days unless some unseen power inter- 
venes. Business is at a stand still and bankers are alarmed. . . . We 
agreed to pay Senator Borah’s expenses from Sept 1st until close 
of Campaign. 34 He to speak in California, Washington, Oregon, 
Nevada, Idaho, Utah, 111, Indiana, Maine, Conn and Mass. He [is] 
to go under direction of National Committee. Borah’s thought is 
to boom himself for the nomination for the President. He will fail 
in this. He is going after Roosevelt and Beveridge. 

[Sunday Aug 2/ 14] ... I wanted Borah Oct 5 & 6. ’’ Went for a ride 
through the Park with Hilles & Brandegee. Warm and sultry after- 
noon. War is on between Germany and Russia and Germany and 
France. England and Italy not yet involved. A formal declaration 
of war is expected by Germany or France today or tomorrow. Not 
much hope for a halt but I still have a little hope left that war would 
be prevented. 

[Monday Aug 3/14] The President telephoned asking me to meet 
him at 8 30 p m and I told him I would be there. . . . Had greeted 
us warmly and stated he was not a partisan only on those things 


34 Borah was working for the Republican National Committee for the upcom- 
ing fall elections. 

35 Smoot wanted to take every precaution to insure his re-election. 
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he thinks right. I could not help but smile and call to mind his 
appointment of all democrats as members of the Reserve Bank 
Board and other appointments and legislation forced by him. 36 He 
wanted us to hasten the action on his program and when asked 
what his program was he replied the three trust bills. I asked him 
if he considered them as all his program for this session and he 
said yes. Other bills ought to pass but can wait until next session 
of Congress. I asked him that considering the fact all Europe was 
at war and our business was in an unsettled condition special leg- 
islation to protect banks, gold flowing to Europe, all stock Ex- 
changes in our own country and those of Europe closed, the Banks 
resorting to Clearance House Certificates was he still determined 
to force action of the Trust Bills before congress adjourns. He 
frankly stated he insisted upon action. I then told him if that was 
his position it was my opinion the legislation should be passed by 
the Senate at the earliest date possible. . . . We were with him for 
a litde over an hour. Had a large number of newspaper reports 
call for an account of our conference. After conference we went 
for a drive around the Potomac Park. 

[Tuesday Aug 4/14] The newspapers made it appear that we went 
to the Whitehouse on our own accord and protested to the Presi- 
dent against the passage of the Trust Bills and that he turned us 
down. We were invited and simply gave the President our opinion. 
The war in Europe is now raging. Germany declares war against 
Belgium and she is invading Holland. Germanys action look[s] as 
if the Emperor was crazy. England declares war against Germany. 
The Secretary of State and the Secy of Treasury appeared before 
our appropriation Committee in behalf of an appropriation of two 
millions and a half to assist Americans home from Europe. We 
agreed to the appropriation. The amount will be sent by the War 
ship Tennessee to England together with 5 millions of Gold sent 
by banking of New York to meet Travelers checks and drafts held 
by American travelers. . . . The war is going to help the Democratic 
party. 

[Wednesday Aug 5/14] Sent a night telegram to Allie on her 51st 


36 Smoot considered Wilson arrogant, sanctimonious, hypocritical, and a poor 
statesman. 
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Birthday. Telegraphed Chicago American it could enroll me as a 
member of a world wide Committee to bring about early closing 
of the wicked and unjustifiable war in Europe. Wired Clarence 
Bamberger 1 ' about action to take to assist his father and relatives 
in Germany and France. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 6/14] Mrs Wilson the wife of the President is re- 
ported as dying. No chance for her recovery. I called on the Secy 
of Treasury about sending money to Utah people now in Germany. 
The Secy of State asked me to support the peace treaties now be- 
fore the Senate. I told him I would do so and saw no reason why 
they should not pass in Executive Session today. The treaties are 
about the same as those President Taft asked the Senate to pass 
and all the Democratic Senators at that time opposed them and 
now are supporting them. Senator Kern asked me to prepare and 
present a Resolution expressing the sympathy of the Senate in this 
the hour of sadness for the President on account of the dangerous 
illness of Mrs Wilson. I prepared a Resolution and was reading it 
to him when word reached the Senate that Mrs Wilson died at 5 
oclock. . . . 

[Friday Aug 7/14] l wrote a letter of sympathy to the President first 
thing this morning and sent it to the Whitehouse byjulian Thomas 
my clerk. ... I received a telegram from Pres Jos F Smith asking 
me to extend the sympathy of himself and associates to President 
Wilson. I will call at the Presidents office for that purpose in the 
morning. Was busy with the State Dept securing help for our Utah 
people in Europe. Warm day again. I was appointed as a member 
of a senate committee to attend the funeral services of the wife of 
President Wilson next Monday at 2 oclock p.m. at the White 
House. 

[Saturday Aug 8/14] Delivered money to the Treasurer for purpose 
of cabling it to different parts of Germany for Bambergers, Swan, 
Genters and others. . . . 

[May Aug 10/14] Received a telegram from John Dern stating 
that if Government did not arrange to purchase the silver pro- 


37 A prominent Utah Republican leader whose brother Simon was a future 
governor. 


duction of Utah the mines would have to close down. I called on 
the Secy of Treas and director of Mint and I was authorized to 
wire Dern that arrangements would be made by the Gov with 
the smelters to purchase their silver and mines need not close. 
... I attended the funeral of Mrs Wilson at 2 oclock held in the 
east room of the Whitehouse. The Committee of the Senate left 
the capitol in carriages at 1 30 p m. Not many present at the 
services. The south end of the room was banked with beautiful 
flowers The coffin was covered with drab colored velvet. The 
services were short No singing. The President and family made 
no demonstration of grief. The body was taken to Georgia for 
burial leaving here at 4 10 p.m. with no official delegation going 
to Georgia with the funeral train. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 11/14] Received telegram from Deseret News inquir- 
ing about our Missionaries Also telegrams about a number of other 
Utah people now in Europe Will have State Dept wire for informa- 
tion. . . . Congressman Wood called in later and Wm Hayes State 
Chairman Indiana Republican party. We discussed political situ- 
ation. The war is going to work to advantage to Democrats. 

[Thursday Aug 13/14] The day wasted in useless debate in Executive 
Session on the foolish peace treaties with about 20 of the small 
powers of the world. 18 of them were passed. Hopes expressed 
that they will do no harm but little good will come from them. They 
are the pets of Mr. Wm J. Bryan Secy of State. 18 He will use them 
on the Chautaugua platform. I introduced a bill authorizing the 
Secy of Treasury to purchase twenty five million ounces of Silver 
within next 6 mos to allow our Western mines to continue opera- 
tion. The Director of the mint tells me the American smelters have 
agreed to purchase and pay for one half American production if 
the Government will purchase the other half. I am also told a num- 
ber of European countries are making inquiry for silver and hopes 
are entertained that a brisk demand will begin for silver in a short 
time. If not my bill will carry the mining industry over for six 
months. 

[Saturday Aug 13/14] Senate spent day as requested by me in the 


38 Bryan had long advocated a pacific approach to international problems. 
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Senate yesterday in considering bills to which there is no objection. 
At no time did we have a quorum. The surprise of the war so far 
is the remarkable fighting of the Belgians and their repulse of the 
German troops at and around Liege. The Germans have lost heav- 
ily and have been unable to capture the forts at Liege. The Panama 
Canal was opened to the World today. The Steamer Ancon went 
through in record time. Had on board officials of Canal. She car- 
ried a peace flag on her foremast. In the evening I went to the 
Columbia theatre. We are having warm days but cool evenings. 

[Sunday Aug 16/14] I went to the office and looked over mail and 
home papers. After dinner I had a nap. Wrote Allie a letter. . . . 
Has been a rather lonesome day. Received a large number of tele- 
grams asking about people in Europe and wanting some thing 
done to help them out of Europe. 

[Friday Aug 21/ 14] . . . O. F. Whitney arrived at 7 38 PM. I met him 
and we went direct to home and had dinner. After dinner we took 
a walk and talked over home affairs until bed time. 

[Tuesday Aug 25/14] Attended a meeting of the conference on the 
Anti Narcotic Bill. We did not agree. I offered a compromise on 
the provision disagreed to by the Senate requiring all Physicians 
to register and also register each time a narcotic is administered. 
It will be voted upon at next meeting. Called at State Dept and had 
the Secy of State cable to the Ambassador at London to see Emma 
Lucy Gates 39 giving her address and learn if she knows anything 
about whereabouts of Romania Hyde supposed to be at Cassel Ger- 
many and telling them both to come home. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 27/14] . . . Received word from the State Dept ad- 
vising me of the safety of a number of Utah people in Europe. 

[Friday Aug 28/14] Received a cable from Hy M Smith 40 stating he 
had not received the $10 000.00 I had State Dept cable him. I had 
the Department cable to London and consul at Liverpool to learn 
the reason why. . . . Secy Bryan appointed Mr. Thorup a clerk at 


39 Gates was singing professionally in German operas. Hyde was a sister mission- 
ary serving in Germany. 

40 Smith was heading the church’s European missions. 
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the Embassy at Athens Greece on my recommendation. He did 
this as he said because I voted for his peace treaties. Allie was to 
receive today at Chloe’s. 

[Saturday Aug 29/14] Called on Mr. Hamlin and asked him to give 
Miss Edna Ford a position with the Federal Reserve Board. Called 
on Secy Bryan for Alma O Taylor who wants a position at our Em- 
bassy at Tokio Japan. I was discussing the question of the advisabil- 
ity of our missionaries leaving Europe when my Secy telephoned 
a telegram just received from Pres Smith on same subject. Secy 
Bryan advised that all our missionaries leave Great Britain and 
Europe and I sent a telegram to President Smith so stating but I 
expressed the opinion they would be safe in England, Sweden and 
Denmark for time being. I wrote a letter to Pres Smith explaining 
the situation. Received a great many telegrams today on different 
matters. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 2/14] . . . The Senate voted upon the Clayton 
Bill 41 today and it was passed by a vote of 46 to 16. I voted 
against the bill[.] I do not believe in class legislation. Allie, Zella 
and Ernest arrived at 4 40 p m. They had a hard trip. It was 
exceedingly hot all the way. Allie reported her experiences dur- 
ing her stay in Utah and how the children were getting along. 
Received many congratulations on my nomination for re-elec- 
tion at the convention yesterday. 

[Sunday Sept 6/14] I was at the office all morning and until one 
oclock. Began signing the letter I have prepared to send to about 
5000 voters in Utah. ... In the evening Joseph Howell and wife 
called and we talked over conditions at home. Received home pa- 
pers giving full account of State Convention at which I was nomi- 
nated for the Senate by acclamation and amid great enthusiasm. 
Senator Sutherland made a splendid speech as temporary chair- 
man and Ben L Rich nominated me in a fine address. Sutherland 
seconded the nomination. 

[Tuesday Sept 8/14] Received quite a number of letters and tele- 


41 The Clayton Act strengthened the Sherman Anti-Trust Act by outlawing 
price discriminations, allowing court injunctions, and assigning individual and corpo- 
rate responsibility for illegal practices. 
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grams asking about relatives in Europe and asking me to have State 
Dept locate them and furnish them with money if in need. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 10/14] . . . The State Dept has almost entirely failed 
in getting word from our people in Europe so far. 

[Sunday Sept 13/14] I spent the morning at the office dictating let- 
ters among them letters to President Smith and F M Lyman. After 
dinner I went [on] a walk through the Zoo with Zella. Went for an 
auto ride afterwards. It was so cold had to wear an overcoat. In the 
evening Allie and I called on the Howells. Received word from a 
few more Utah people marooned in Europe. 

[Friday Sept. 18/14] Willard Done arrived today. He is east on In- 
surance business and is located at present in San Francisco. He 
reports my chances of election good. I received a large number of 
letters offering support during coming campaign. . . . 

[Sunday Sept 20/14] Spent the morning at the office looking over 
my mail and dictating some pressing letters. Bp C W Nibley arrived 
from New York with two of his daughters. We talked over condi- 
tions home and political prospects He is undertaking to purchase 
a large block of the Cap Stock of the Amalgamated Sugar Company 
from the American Sugar Refining Co at 95.00 per share. I prom- 
ised him I would take a part of the purchase. He told me he had 
succeeded in selling a majority of the stock of the Salt Company 
in which he, his sons and Harold were interested in at 15£ per 
share. Suggested that I buy Harolds and become interested in the 
Company as an agreement was about to be reached with the Inland 
Crystal Salt Company its only competitor. . . . 

[Friday Sept 25/14] Cooler today. I made a short speech on sugar. 
Will have many of them printed for distribution. . . .Julian Thomas 
wired me to make no statement on the liquor question until I heard 
from him. I see from home papers Grant and others are again agi- 
tating state wide prohibition. 

[Saturday Sept 26/14] . . . Received a telegram from Julian Thomas 
and one signed by Loose, Callister and Spry, wanting me to come 
home at once. The prohibition question is up again and no doubt 
will be forced into the campaign if Heber J., Nephi Morris and 
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others have their way. I wired Ed Callister to see Nibley and wire 
me again. 

[Monday Sept 28/14] I collected enough money from Senators with 
what I paid myself to send a poor colored woman and her daughter 
to Mass., in order to allow her girl to enter school. She won a schol- 
arship in the High School in Washington. Four or five Utah People 
called and I had Shirley Jones show them around the city. . . . Had 
Mr. ODonnell of Vernal to dinner. It was impossible to maintain 
a quorum after 430 p m. 

[Wednesday Sept 30/14] Held a conference with the Secy of Interior 
Lane at which George A Snow was present. It was for the purpose 
of arriving if possible to an agreement as to whether the State of 
Utah should be granted a preference right on lands it had hereto- 
fore selected under the Cary Act. 4 " The state wants to release the 
Cary Act selection and at the same time make state selection on 
same land. It was decided the state had no such preference and 
the Department could not allow any such preference. Geo A Snow 
is interested in the land[,] and contracts for water to irrigate the 
same have been made. It was decided he could only take it under 
the Cary Act or allow the State a preference right by special act of 
Congress. . . . 

[Thursday Oct 1/14] I attended a conference held at the office of 
Secy of Agriculture at which about a dozen Senators and Congress- 
men were present to protest against the ruling of the Secy of Ag- 
riculture that the net weight should be marked on the sack con- 
taining potatoes, grain, vegetables of all kinds before leaving the 
hands of the farmer. I made the opening statement and reasons 
for our objection and I had to then leave. Was most of the day in 
conference on the Alaska coal Leasing Bill. . . . Had Mrs Fell and 
son to dinner. They have just returned from Europe. The boy was 
a missionary laboring in Germany. 

[Monday Oct 3/14] Held a conference with Secy Bryan at 10 oclock 
and he agreed to take up the question of our exports of copper 


42 The Carey Act of 1894, sponsored by Wyoming senator Joseph Maull Carey, 
granted up to one million acres of federal public lands to ten states and territories to 
encourage settlement and provide irrigation projects for growth. 
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going to Neutral countries as agreed upon by myself and the Brit- 
ish Ambassadore, that is, England will allow shipment to all neutral 
countries that will assure England the shipment will be for domes- 
tic use and will not be exported to Germany or Austria. Bryan will 
present the proposition to Italy, Switzerland, the Netherlands, 
Spain, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. England will pay for all ship- 
ments intercepted made before here declaring copper contraband 
of war. I met the representative of the International Metals Selling 
Co and explained agreement reached and it was satisfactory to 
him. He left me a statement of shipments made and interfered 
with by England. ... I received a letter from H M Smith about 
closing our missions in Europe as formerly suggested by Secy of 
State Bryan. He asked me a number of questions to ask of the Secy 
of State and I called on him in relation to same. Will write to H M 
Smith tomorrow. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 6/14] Senate was not in session today. Adjourned last 
evening until Wednesday in order to allow the Democrats to cau- 
cus on the Revenue Bill. I was so tired I was almost sick during the 
day but had so many letters to answer. I spent the afternoon in 
dictating to Nan Wagner and Jones. It was been a very warm day. 
Dictated an answer to Hyrum M Smiths letter of Sept 25th given 
an account of my interview with Secy of State Bryan Also cable to 
him as follows: “With hold decision until receive letter.” 

[Friday Oct 9/14] My stomach is upset and I feel weak. . . . Received 
a telegram from Ariel and Chloe advising us that baby Reed had 
taken the blue ribbon, silver cup and one hundred dollar for being 
the finest three year old children shown at the fair physically and 
mentally. We all felt delighted. The telegram did not reach us until 
late at night. 

[Sunday Oct 11/14] Spent the morning at the office and while there 
W F Wakeman called and we discussed the political situation in 
the country and the effect of the European war upon it. The war 
has certainly helped the Democratic party. We will have to run our 
campaign without any assistance from the National or Congres- 
sional committee. After dinner at which we had Mrs E O Howard 
and daughter we went for an auto ride. I am anything but well. I 
do [not] seem to be able to get my bowels to working right. 
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[Monday Oct 12/14] I completed my speech on the Revenue bill 
and while I am anything but well I delivered the speech in the Sen- 
ate. I put all the force into the delivery that I was able to. I was 
congratulated by all the Republican senators. Many have ordered 
copies of it to use in the campaigns. I spent a great part of the day 
on the floor of the Senate. I promised W J Bryan I would secure 
the passage of the Peace treaty with China today. I would see that 
all Republican opposition was removed. It passed in Executive ses- 
sion. I am hoping congress will adjourn this week. 

[Wednesday Oct 14/14] I called at the Doctors this morning and had 
him examine my ear. It was sore and inflamed. He treated it and 
said he never saw me so run down. My bowels still running off and 
I feel weak. . . . 

[Friday Oct 16/14] Received a telegram from Pres Smith asking if 
I could arrange to cable Hy M Smith Five thousand Dollars. An- 
swered him I could and to sen[d] it to me care of Riggs National 
Bank and I would have it cabled. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 20/14] We arrived in Ogden 43 on time. Was met there 
by Ed Loose of Provo, C M Morris and Ed Callister of Salt Lake as 
well as Joe Eldredge and Mr Casey of Ogden. I gave an interview 
to the Ogden Examiner[.] On the run from Ogden to Salt Lake 
City I discussed the political situation with the boys. They thought 
everything was in good shape for my success. On arrival at Salt 
Lake I was met at Depot by all the family, Pres Smith Pres Penrose, 
Mr and Mrs Hamilton, Aunt Em Wells, Mr Hyde, Susan Y. Gates, 
the Nibley boys and many others. We went direct to Chloes. Had 
scarcely entered the house until the telephone calls began. I was 
sent tickets for the theatre and I took Allie, Ariel, Chloe, Anne K 
Julian Thomas and Miss Penfield the young lady Julian will marry 
next Tuesday. After the theatre I dictated an interview for the Her- 
ald Republican and Tribune. Was awfully tired. 

[Wednesday Oct 21/14] I spent a very busy day meeting people. The 
campaign is on in earnest and I have received many words of en- 
couragement from many democrats[.] I was at headquarters con- 


Smoot decided it was imperative to be home to campaign even though the 
country was in crisis. 
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siderable length of time and Mr Loose feels sure of success. The 
canvas in Salt Lake Co looks to me too good to be true. Ben L Rich 
is making a splendid county chairman and running a clean cam- 
paign. The Democrats are making a nasty fight and their speakers 
are indulging in nasty and untrue personalities and statements. 

[Thursday Oct 22/14] Checked over with Mr C E Loose state chair- 
man conditions in several of the counties. Had callers at the house 
and met people all day long at the Deseret National Bank and head- 
quarters after getting out of meeting of the Presidency and Quo- 
rum of twelve held at the Temple. Geo A Smith prayed in the open- 
ing and Talmage in the circle. I gave a report on conditions at 
Washington and the work done the last year. In the evening the 
reception given by the business men of Salt Lake City in honor of 
Allie and myself at the Utah Hotel was the greatest gathering ever 
held in Utah. . . . There were about five thousand attended the 
reception and passed the receiving line. All classes attended. It was 
a very brilliant affair. Allie was not very well having had one of her 
severe head aches. My hand was skinned by hand shaking and it 
took the line of people nearly three hours to pass the receiving 
line. After midnight before we got home. The remarkable thing 
about the reception was the great number of Democrats who were 
going to vote for me and the former American party men who had 
bitterly opposed [me] in the past. 

[Friday Oct 23/14] I was crowded with people calling and could 
hardly get along the street for people stopping me. Had a large 
number of appointments but had to have the parties come to the 
house during the morning as I had a very severe headache. Among 
the callers were Ed Callister, Jas H Anderson, Chas M Morris, John 
M Whittaker on prohibition and Geo A Snow. At 630 Allie and I 
left for Provo on the Orem electric line as per arrangements. Provo 
gives me a reception tonight and holds a rally at the Columbia 
theatre. We were late in reaching Provo. On arrival of the train of 
6th West St we left the train and was met by a band and great 
crowds of people. We took an auto and drove direct to the Colum- 
bia theatre. The streets were crowded and such a crowd before the 
theatre building I could scarcely get inside the place. The house 
was crowded and as I entered I was greeted with prolonged ap- 
plause. It was a magnificent audience. George H Brimhall acted as 


241 



VI. 1914 


chairman. We had the Boshard quartet sing a song[.] Brimhall then 
introduced me in a very splendid speech. It was a few minutes be- 
fore I could proceed to speak as applause was so great. I did not 
enter into politics much but confined myself to my work and pleas- 
ure at getting home. After meeting I went with Ed Loose, Allie, 
Chloe, Fay Loose and husband to the restaurant. We stopped at 
Loose’s. 

[Saturday Oct 24/14] I took a walk around the first ward before 
breakfast and called to see our old home and how Raymond had 
taken care of it. It was not well cared for inside or out. The lawn 
and flower garden was in bad shape. After breakfast Allie and I 
called on S S Jones, 44 Dr. Taylor, Aunt Maggie, Sister Alice and Bro 
George. 45 Found George feeling very poorly and suffering from 
Brights disease. I suggested that he go to Washington with me and 
then to the John Hopkins Hospital at Baltimore. He said he would 
think about it. Looked over my mail at the bank. Returned to Salt 
Lake City on Orem Electric Ry. In the evening Allie and I attended 
a Ladies Republican Club rally held at the Odian Hall. A large 
crowd was present. It was a dance and get together affair. I spoke 
for a few minutes. 

[Sunday Oct 25/14] I did not get up until after nine oclock. I was 
completely exhausted last night. Allie and I took baby Reed and 
went to Harolds. We remained there until four oclock. We had a 
fine dinner. A C Smoot called for me and I went with him to the 
opening of Sprague Branch of the Public Library located at Sugar 
House ward. The speakers werejudge Goodwin, Mayor Park, Gov 
Spry, Mr McGee Miss Sprague and myself. In the evening we called 
on Ma Eldredge. 

[Friday Oct 30/14] Judge Colburn, Ariel Cardon and I left Ogden 
for Cache County at 8 oclock. Judge Colburn will accompany me 
and introduce me at all the rallies I attend in Cache Co. . . ." I 
made the best speech at Richmond I have made in the North. After 


44 Samuel S. Jones, prominent business contemporary of Smoot’s father, had as- 
sisted Reed in his early endeavors. 

45 George Smoot, Reed’s older brother. 

46 The far northeastern county of the state. Logan, its principal city, was an im- 
portant part of Smoot’s strategy to win. 
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meeting I left in an auto for Logan. Made the run in 24 minutes. 
On my arrival at Nibley Hall and entrance on stage I was greeting 
with great applause. . . . The Oregon Short Line Ry had a private 
car here for me. Supper was served and after talking until about 
12:30 went to bed. We were taken to Cache Junction to connect 
with Butte train in the morning for Salt Lake. 

[Saturday Oct 31/14] Arrived at Salt Lake City at 10:30 AM. Had 
breakfast on the Private car. Was met at Depot by county chairman. 
Drove to headquarters and found about 20 autos filled with can- 
didates and workers ready to visit the county. Arrangements were 
made to speak at least twelve times. Autos were decorated. A band 
went ahead of the crowd The roads were dusty. I spoke from 10 
to 15 minutes at each stopping place. At Magna Mill [for] about 
20 minutes to the working men as they quit work. I spoke at Forest 
Dale, Murray, Sandy, Draper, West Jordan, Midvale, Hunter, 
Magna Mill and other places. . . , 4 ' 

[Sunday Nov 1/14] Allie and I attended fast day services at the 
temple at 10 oclock. We both spoke. President Smith did not 
speak. He told me he was afraid if he had undertaken it he 
might have said something on politics that would have been 
misconstrued. 48 In the afternoon I had quite a number of callers 
all wanting me to do something for them. In the evening we 
visited Mrs Eldredge and had a pleasant time with the members 
of the family present. 

[Monday Nov 2/14] The Rally that was to be held at 845 pm at Park 
City was changed to 630 pm in order that I may speak at Park City 
and return to Salt Lake City and speak to the Scandinavians 49 at a 
rally to be held at the Auditorium on Richards Street. We made 
the return trip in one hour and twenty five minutes. . . . On my 
arrival at the auditorium I found a great crowd present. As soon 
as I reached the platform the crowd arose and cheered. I began to 
speak above the cheering and waving of hats and handkerchiefs 


47 These areas, southeast of Salt Lake City, were primarily working class neigh- 
borhoods. 

48 Smith was still somewhat chary from his 1912 election experience in which 
he was severely criticized for endorsing William H. Taft. 

49 Smoot had Norwegian heritage. 
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and spoke for a little over one hour. I then had to shake hands 
with most of the five thousand people. Had a great day but was so 
tired I could hardly stand. There was a dance after the rally. 

[Tuesday Nov 3/14] This is election day and it is also a beautiful 
clear day. Allie and I left for Provo on the Electric Ry and arrived 
shortly after 12 oclock. We went direct to the polls and voted. I 
spent some time after dinner at Aunt Maggies at the bank. Re- 
turned to Salt Lake leaving Provo at 4 oclock. Reports from Salt 
Lake County stated there would be a very light vote and if that is 
the case it would be against the Republican ticket. I went to Re- 
publican state headquarters at about 9 oclock. Reports from Salt 
Lake Co were anything but reassuring. The Telegram and Tribune 
were claiming my defeat and great rejoicing among the Democrats 
and the Anti Mormon Tribune crowd. The reports received from 
other parts of the state convinced me that I would be elected. The 
reports from the nation were splendid. Republicans have made 
great gains in the nation. We received telephone messages from 
many parts of the state anxious to know the result of the election. 
I went to bed confident of victory. 

[Wednesday Nov 4/14] This was an anxious day for many people in 
Utah. The Tribune Telegram and Democrats were claiming my de- 
feat all day and the Deseret News was no better. I knew I was 
elected by at least 2000 but many doubted it. 50 The reports I re- 
ceived from different parts of the State proved beyond question 
that no vote in Salt Lake Co would over come. I was anxious over 
the election of Leatherwood for Congress. Before the day was 
closed it was evident that he was defeated by a small plurality. 51 I 
was sorry for this for he is a clean man and much better qualified 
for the place than Mr Mays the successful candidate on the fusion 
ticket. Before midnight it was conceded by many of the Democrats 
that I was elected. Weber County gave me a plurality of nearly 
1400. Utah County went republican notwithstanding the nasty 

50 Smoot’s prediction was close. He defeated a bitter James H. Moyle 56,000 to 
53,000. 

51 E. O. Leatherwood was narrowly defeated by Democrat James H. Mays. The 
latter rode the Wilson popularity train for two more terms (1916 and 1918). Leather- 
wood was successful in 1920 and remained in the House for an additional four terms. 
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dirty fight made against me by the Democrats, betterment league, 
Jesse Knight and his henchmen. It was a wonderful victory against 
the combined forces of the Democrats, Bull Moose Whiskey peo- 
ple, Anti Mormons of the Tribune stripe. The Non-Mormon sup- 
ported me splendidly outside of the Tribune crowd. The laboring 
men were against me. Thousands of Democrats voted for me. Re- 
ceived a large number of telegrams of congratulation from differ- 
ent parts of the country. Evidently the Associated Press had re- 
ported victory after their report of my defeat yesterday. 

[Thursday Nov 5/14] I had callers until 10 oclock. At 10 oclock 
I went to the temple to the Quorum meeting. President Smith 
and others were very much alarmed over reports yesterday of 
my defeat. I told them at no time did my information indicate 
my defeat. I prayed in the opening and H J Grant in the circle. 
Regular business attended to and the circular issued by N V 
Jones was discussed. It was an attack on me criticizing my ac- 
tion in my contest case before the Privileges and Election Com- 
mittee of the Senate and discussion in the Senate. Some action 
will be taken. 

[Friday Nov 6/14] Allie and I took the 8 oclock Electric Ry for 
Provo. I spent the day at the bank going over my accumulated mail 
and meeting people who called to see me. I did not have time to 
go over business of the bank. We stopped with Maggie Dusenberry. 
Was so tired went to bed early. Received many reports of the dirty 
campaign made against me in Utah County. 

[Saturday Nov 7/14 ] Mr L. L. Nunn held a conference with me 
on the question of the purchase of a controlling interest in the 
Utah Lake Irrigation Co. I was favorable to it as I wired him 
months ago if price of Treasury stock was issued to us at a 
reasonable price and control was given into our hands. We 
agreed upon about what we would do and then Mr Nunn sub- 
mitted it to Jos R Murdock and he expressed himself as favor- 
able. Answered a number of letters requiring immediately atten- 
tion. Allie and I returned to Salt Lake City leaving at 4 oclock on 
Electric Road. I called on Olive Bean and discussed the suit of 
Geo S Taylor against J W Bean Trustee for Aunt Diana. I did 
everything I could to prevent the suit. We talked over conditions 
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generally in the family. Also called on Allie Smoot Coleman and 
Hannah Tucker. 5 ’ 

[Sunday Nov 8/14 ] Had callers most of the day. We had them in 
every room of the house. . . . We attended the evening services at 
630 at the 22nd Ward. I accepted an invitation of Bp Beasley to 
see [him] there this evening. The house was filled. We had splendid 
music. Chas Kent sang. Choir under leadership of Sam Spry. I oc- 
cupied all the time. After service shook hands with a great many 
of those present. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 11/ 14] l went to Provo on the electric Ry leaving at 8 
oclock A.M. I had a talk with Whitecotton over law suit of Geo S Tay- 
lor. He represents the heirs of Aunt Diana. He tells me he is willing 
that the suit be dropped if I can arrange it. I will undertake to do so. 
L L Nunn, Jos R Murdock, Will Biersock and myself left Provo about 
1 1 :30 am in an auto, to look over a proposed project to pump water 
from the Utah Lake to water the lands west of Lakeshore, Benjamin 
and Payson. I was not very favorably impressed with the project. We 
took dinner at Spanish Fork and reached Provo on our return at 4 
oclock. I had a talk with Nunn about Brownie’s condition. L. L. 
Nunn has asked him to break up his home and go with him to some 
place east and undergo a treatment for restoration of his physical 
condition and help him to give up smoking and drinking. He is mak- 
ing a failure of life the way he is living. I asked Nunn to have him 
come to Provo tomorrow evening and we would consider what best 
to do. I returned to Salt Lake on the 630 p.m. train. 

[Thursday Nov 12/ 14] l had a number of appointments with parties 
at Deseret National Bank beginning at 9 oclock. Attended quorum 
meeting at Temple at 10 oclock. The question of Ashby Snow and 
O C Beebe receiving commissions for deals they put through in 
which the church was interested was discussed. The President I 
think will find out what has been going on for some time and the 
graft they have been guilty of for some time past. Bp C W Nibley 
and I called on the Presidency about the Sale of the Herald Repub- 


52 Since the death of Reed’s father, Abraham O. Smoot, the family, which con- 
sisted of four wives and eighteen children, had feelings over the estate, resulting ulti- 
mately in a law suit. 
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lican. Gov Hale having offered two hundred thousand dollars for 
it. We discussed the whole question pro and con and it was decided 
not to sell. I explained that the paper had lost 25,000 this year and 
no doubt will lose money this coming year and no doubt would 
levy another assessment. It was thought we could not afford to let 
the paper go out of our hands. In the evening Allie and I attended 
the dinner given at the Utah Hotel by Bp Nibley served [in] the 
President’s suite. There were present Pres Smith and wife, con- 
gressman Howell and wife, Lewis Cannon and wife, Preston 
Richards and wife, Bp Nibley and wife, Allie and myself. The din- 
ner was beautifully served and we all had a pleasant time. 

[Friday Nov 13/14] At 10 oclock I left for Ogden over the Bamber- 
ger Road. Jos N Eldredge was with me. We spent the time going 
in discussing the results of the last campaign and lessons to be 
learned from it. We talked over the program for the Republicans 
for the Legislature to follow this coming session of the State Leg- 
islature. I think we should take the lead in providing for future 
state wide prohibition but if possible allow the manufacture of beer 
for exportation and not destroy that business also give ample time 
for the saloons to dispose of their property. Have it take effect in 
cities of the 1st class Jan 1/17 and all other places Jan 1/16. I pre- 
sented this idea to some of the Ogden people among them Gus 
Becker and they thought perhaps it was the best that could be 
done. If too drastic action is taken we will have the old American 
party organized again. I met many of the business men of Ogden. 
Had lunch at the Weber Club with Chas Hollingsworth and Joe 
Eldredge. Returned to Salt Lake City arriving at 3 oclock. I pre- 
sented the above plan for prohibition to the Presidency and it was 
satisfactory to them but Bro Penrose was fearful that it would not 
be acceptable to the Gentile element and if not it would be the 
means of organization of an Anti Mormon party. I told him I would 
have it felt out before anything definite was undertaken. This is 
President Smith’s birthday. He is 76 yrs old. Allie was not well 
enough to attend the dinner at the Beehive. I went alone. Dinner 
at 5 oclock. The Presidency and wives, President Smiths sons David 
and George, Bp Nibley and wife, Jos Hyde and wife, J F Gates and 
wife were present. After dinner Pres Smith, Lund and Penrose paid 
beautiful tributes to my work in the Senate. Bp Nibley also and I 
answered. Chloe telephones that Allie was very sick that she had 
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the doctor there. I excused myself and in arriving at Chloe’s found 
Allie in great pain. The doctor says her kidneys are effected. Her 
blood pressure above 200. We had a trained nurse come and we 
are in hopes she will be better shortly Bp Nibley and Pres Lund 
called and we administered to her. 

[Saturday Nov 14/14] Allie not much better today. Under the influ- 
ence of morphine. I left for Provo on the 10 oclock Electric Ry. 
Something happened to the power and we were 3 hrs 25 minutes on 
the way. Held a meeting with L L Nunn and Jos R Murdock. We fi- 
nally agreed upon terms of the purchase of the controlling interest 
in the Utah Lake Irrigation Co. The control to be held by L L Nunn, 
Mr Johnson of Chicago, Jos R Murdock and myself. Each to have 
75,000 shares of 300,000 shares of the 500,000 issued. We paid 25£ 
per share for the treasury stock and loaned the Company 
800,000.00 @ 8% Int for 12 yrs. Will hold a board meeting next 
week and change the members so we will control it. I spent balance 
of day at the bank answering a number of pressing letters and meet- 
ing different persons calling. At 630 pm left for Salt Lake Found Al- 
lie about the same. It has been real cool today. A north wind. 

[Sunday Nov 15/14] Charles Houser called and I went [on] a walk 
with him and baby Reed. Called on Anne K. Allie had a fair night 
and feeling much better. I had dinner with Harold and Alice. 
Harold told me of his indebtedness and wanted to sell his dry farm 
land and he could sell his Salt stock to C W Nibley. Mr L L Nunn 
called and we discussed Brownie’s case and agreed that he should 
leave with Nunn end of this week. Anita 51 and baby to remain with 
Chloe during his absence. She to receive $100 now to buy clothing 
she needs and 50 per month. She will pay Chloe 30.00 per month 
for her keep. Brownie is to pack his household goods and leave 
them and the house in charge of Mr Woodhouse. The home to be 
sold at the first opportunity. Nunn felt very encouraged over 
Brownies future. In the evening Chloe, Ariel and myself called on 
Aunt Eva Grow. 

[Tuesday Nov 17/14] . . . Attended a meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Des savings Bank and immediately following one of 
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the Deseret National Both Banks doing well. . . . Presented my idea 
of a State wide prohibition law to a number of the leading men. 

. . . Mr and Mrs N M Hamilton gave a dinner at the Utah Hotel at 
7 oclock in honor of Allie and myself. It was served in the Presi- 
dents suite. Every detail was perfect. . . . Allie was so sick she could 
not be present. I took Chloe in her place. The dinner and service 
was excellent. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 18/14] I left for Provo on the 8 oclock Electric Ry. 
Had a talk with G W Bean about the settlement of the suits started 
over stock of the Smoot Investment Co held by Aunt Diana to see 
if I could not get all to agree to drop all litigation. He said he would 
meet with Aunt Diana’s heirs and let me know Saturday. Attended 
a meeting of the Utah Lake Irrigation Co and could not consumate 
the deal for stock as certainly things we required had not been 
attended to. Agreed to meet next Saturday. Went through all my 
papers and attended to [a] number of pressing letters. Returned 
to Salt Lake City on 620 p m Electric Ry. On arrival learned of the 
accidental killing of Le Ray Cardon, brother of Ariel Cardon. He 
was out to the lake duck hunting and was shot in the head and 
instantly killed by his own gun. Jos C Sharp was with him. Just how 
it happened no one knows. 

[Thursday Nov 19/14] ... I had a number of appointments that I 
met and then attended the meeting of the Presidency and Quorum 
at the temple. The regular business was attended to. I left after 
lunch at 2 oclock. I met the following at the Gov office. Gov Spry, 
Ed Loose, Ed Callister and Mont Ferry. I presented my views on 
what the legislature ought to do on the question of prohibition 
and the plan was generally approved. ... At 3 oclock attended di- 
rectors meeting of J D and then went to the Presidents office and 
presented the financial condition of the B Y U to the Presidency 
and asked them to give the BYU the north half of the Tabernacle 
block at Provo that remains unsold and with that and the resources 
now held by the BYU[,] I thought they could pay their indebted- 
ness of 85,000.00. I made this proposition as the Church was re- 
sponsible for the debt and that in my opinion was the easiest way 

54 Smoot’s son-in-law. 
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to pay it. Pres Smith asked me to put the proposition in writing 
and I promised him I would. Attended a meeting of the directors 
of the Herald Republican and told the directors of some of the 
changes in the policy of the paper I wanted made. The paper is 
losing money. My assessment is $6214.00. I will give a check for 
the amount Saturday. Met again at the Gov office. Learned the 
campaign expenses were short over $ 10,000.00. It has been a most 
expensive one. I paid Loose 4000.00 of the amount. 

[Sunday Nov 22/14] . . . Alice had a final dinner for us. Brownie 
leaves for New York tomorrow with Mr Nunn for a few months 
treatment. Allie and I left for Washington at 215 p.m. Mr and Mrs 
Hamilton and the children were at the depot to see us off. Beau- 
tiful day. Allie was much better and has stood the day fine. 

[Tuesday Nov 24/14] It was a beautiful day. Arrived in Chicago at 
11.35 A M. I took grips over to the Penn Depot and checked 
them. Had dinner at the CNW Ry depot. Went up town and 
visited Marshall Field and Co. Allie made a few purchases. 1 
wrote a note to Brownie and left it at the Congress Hotel in care 
of L L Nunn. They will arrive there tomorrow. Left Chicago at 
530 p m for Washington. 

[Thursday Nov 26/14] Thanksgivings day. I was at the office from 
10 oclock until 130 p m. Had a large accumulation of unanswered 
letters. Assorted out the most pressing ones to attend to the first 
thing in the morning. Had Van Wagner with us to dinner and after 
dinner went for an auto ride. Allie was not so well in the evening. 
Her circulation was bad again. 

[Friday Nov 27/14] Did not sleep much last night. Allie was poorly 
and her head troubled her all night and her back ached as well. 
Was at the office all day crowded with callers and answering my 
mail. I have not felt well. Received a telegram from Brownie that 
he and Nunn would be in New York at the Holland House Saturday 
Morning. 

[Saturday Nov 28/14] Army and Navy football game played today 
at Philadelphia and every one of my office boys went. I was left 
alone. Van Wagoner took Zella[.] Army won. Put in the day until 
3 oclock at office. Went to the dentists for an hour. Wired L L 
Nunn that Allie was not well enough to go to New York and asked 
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him to see Dr Eugene Fieller and see if he would recommend a 
Washington doctor to attend Allie, that she was troubled with an 
attack of the kidneys. He answered that he would mail to me a 
letter of introduction to Dr Hardin from Dr Fuller. Ernest bought 
a bull dog pup today. 

[Sunday Nov 29/ 14] I was in the Dentists chair from 9 oclock AM un- 
til 12:10. Went to the office and looked over the mail and signed a 
number of letters. Had dinner at 2 oclock. After dinner Zella and I 
went for a walk and visited the zoo. In the evening while Miss Kohn 
was rubbing Allie 1 called Mr and Mrs Sutherland. Their daughter 
Emma undergoes an operation tomorrow. Allie still poorly. 

[Monday Nov 30/14] I spent the morning visiting the Depart- 
ments with] questions I had to give my personal attention to. 
Arranged for Doctor Hardin to examine Allie at 630 p.m. Dic- 
tated letters for a couple of hours in the afternoon. At 630 p.m. 
the doctor called and after questioning her for nearly one half 
hour make an examination of her from head to foot. [His] re- 
port to me [was] that her blood pressure was 200. Her heart 
enlarged and her arteries were considerably hardened. It would 
take time and care to get her feeling well again. He approved of 
what Dr G G Richards had done for her while in Salt Lake City. 
He will examine her urine tomorrow. 

[Tuesday Dec 1/14] Allie had a better night than she has had for 
some time past. The Doctor made the examination of Allie’s urine 
and found it about as Dr Richards. . . . He called on Allie at 2 oclock 
and seemed to be greatly encouraged over her condition and gave 
her instruction what to eat and what not to eat and what exercises 
she should take and wanted her to not work and get tired. Ernest 
has a fever of 102 1/2. Doctor thinks it is caused from a deranged 
stomach. We worked with him until nearly midnight. We finally 
got his bowels to move. 

[Wednesday Dec 2/14] Ernest still has a high fever. Running as high at 
103 1/2. We are doing all we can for him. Dr Hardin gave him some 
medicine to take. Was very busy at the office today. Have not yet 
caught up with my mail. Very warm uncomfortable weather. In the 
evening we kept sponging Ernest off to keep his fever down. Doctor 
cannot tell whether he has the typhoid or not. He is a very sick boy. 
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[Thursday Dec 3/14] Did not get much sleep last night. Ernests 
fever was around 103 alnight. Allie was not so well. The Doctor 
took some of his blood to test for typhoid fever. Allie tele- 
phoned me about one oclock to come home as Ernest seemed to 
be worse. His fever was about the same but he had been vomit- 
ing and he had great pain in his head. The doctor reported to 
me that the microscopic test of his blood showed strong indica- 
tion of typhoid. We could not get a trained nurse until morning. 
I waited on him following out the instructions of the Doctor. 
Ernest had taken some milk but about 10:30 p m he vomited it 
up with a lot of nasty green matter. His fever was lower balance 
of night. At 130 a m it was just a little over 100. Mr L L Nunn 
called and reported that Brownie was at Muldoons, New York 
for treatment. The course was a six weeks one. No medicine but 
under the strictest discipline. He was well pleased with condi- 
tions^] Nunn returned to NY on the late train. 

[Saturday Dec 5/14] A very cold night. Ernest was much better 
last night. His fever was a little above 100. The doctor after 
blood examination decides he has not got the typhoid fever. He 
ate a little toast for his supper with his chicken broth. Had 
Allie’s urine examined again, it showed no trace of casts and 
Doctor is much encouraged. Wire[d] Mr Nunn results. Grover 
and Ann K arrived at 440 p m. Many of the Senators returned 
to the city today. 

[Wednesday Dec 9/14] Mr L L Nunn arrived this morning from New 
York. He tells me that Brownie objects to remaining at Muldoons 
and came to his hotel Monday. Brownie complains of the harsh 
treatment and thinks he needs no further treatment. Nunn told 
him he was in no condition to attend to business and if he thought 
all that had been done for him was a joke he would go no further 
and could not help him further. He had him go and consult Dr 
Fuller but did not see Brownie after consultation. I told Nunn I 
wanted him to return to Muldoons and make a man of himself. 
The trouble is Brownie does not know what self denial is and he 
is as selfish as a boy can be. He does not know the value of a dollar 
and does not seem to care. . . . 
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and told me Brownie would not return to Muldoons. He was 
looking fine and he had decided to get Mr Johnson of Chicago 
to give him a position in his cold storage plant with a view of his 
learning the business. He will start in the warehouse and work 
up to the office. Nunn will pay whatever amount necessary to 
make his wages 125.00 per month. He again promises he will 
begin life over and live within the 125.00 per mo and leave 
liquor and tobacco alone. . . . 

[Saturday Dec 19/14] I attended the hearings on power Bill and 
listened to testimony of Ex Secy of Interior Walter Fisher. The im- 
migration bill 55 was discussed in the Senate. L L Nunn and Brownie 
left for Chicago at 3:10 p m Penn Ry. I talked for over an hour and 
half with Brownie on his past life and gave him my opinion as to 
what he must do in the future in order to succeed in life. I believe 
my talk had a good effect upon him. 

[Sunday Dec 20/14] I was at my office at 10 oclock. Met the Gover- 
nor and Geo A Snow and we discussed special legislation necessary 
to enable Snow’s irrigation system near Delta to be successful. We 
expect Mr Dudley to be present but he failed to get my letter. I 
dictated letters after conference until 130 pm Took Governor Spry 
to dinner. After dinner we took a walk through the zoo park. Our 
first meeting since adjournment of Congress was held at 730 p m. 
We had a good attendance. The speakers were Jos Howell, Gov 
Spry and myself. 

[Thursday Dec 24/14] It snowed most of the day. Ideal Xmas 
weather. Worked hard at the office answering letters. Called at 
American Security and Trust Co and paid interest on Harold’s 
note and also a partial payment of 1500.00. Business is not 
good and much suffering throughout the country. Fixed Xmas 
trees and went to bed early. Was not feeling very well. 

[Friday Dec 25/14] I did not go to office today. Cold wind. Went 
for a walk. Purchased a flower for the Sutherlands and delivered 
it. Had a large number of telegrams extending seasons greetings. 


55 This would have charged a head tax of $6 on all entering aliens and required 
a literacy test for all applicants over sixteen years of age. This bill was eventually ve- 
toed by the president. 


253 


VI. 1914 


Sent a number of them. Had Grover Anne and Van Wagner with 
us to dinner. Received a letter from Albert Glazier telling me of 
the critical condition George Smoot is in. He thinks his death 
might come at any moment. 

[Monday Dec 28/14] Was crowded with work at office and had a 
number of callers. Spent part of the day on printing Bill. Senator 
Cummins called and talked politics for about one hour and half. 
We talked about his candidacy for the Republican nomination 
for President for 1916. He would have to decide before long and 
expressed himself freely as to his weaknesses as well as his advan- 
tages as the party nominee. He knew his tariff record was a 
weakness but felt a revision of present tariff law would have to 
be made and thought he would have no trouble in agreeing 
upon rates with me. He would not undertake the fight for the 
nomination if [senators] Crane, Penrose and myself were going 
to oppose him. He wanted me to ascertain how the old guard so 
call[ed] felt and let him know, [and] I promised I would. We 
discussed other known candidates. In the evening I went with 
Zella, Grover and Anne K to the Utah dance held in Mrs Dyers 
Hall. Did not remain long. 

[Thursday Dec 31/14] . . . Sen Reed of Mo offered an amend- 
ment* to the bill striking out the words “person who admit a 
belief in the practice of Polygamy” and insertion lieu there of 
“Persons who believe in, advocate or practice polygamy.” See 
discussion in congressional Records of this day. The amendment 
was carried by a vote of 54 to 3. The three voting against it were 


56 Senator Reed based his amendment to the Immigration Bill on the idea that 
he was “not in favor of permitting to come into this country to become a part of our 
citizenship any kind of people except white people." Thus he sought to close immigra- 
tion to Africans, Turks, and East Indians. Instead of excluding those who admitted a 
belief in polygamy, he felt that adherence to Mormonism was sufficient to bar an im- 
migrant. Senator Sutherland responded by objecting to “a test which seeks to probe 
the conscience of the individual as to a mere abstract belief.” Smoot stated that “If 
the Senator from Missouri knew the true inward feeling and the true belief of the 
Mormon people, I do not believe he would try for a moment to keep that class of peo- 
ple out of the U.S.” Only Sutherland, Smoot, and Hughes voted against the amend- 
ment. Senator Hughes gave as his reason: “I do not think a man’s religious belief 
should be made a test of his admission to the country.” See Congressional Record, 63rd 
Cong., 3d sess, 1914, 52, pt 1:807-12. 
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Hughes of New Jersey, Sutherland of Utah and myself. The 
speeches of Robt and Borah did the business. Borah played 
double as usual. 
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1915 

[ Haw a ii ] 


[Friday Jany 1/15] A beautiful New Years Day. I did not sleep an 
hour last night worrying over the action of the Senate yesterday. I 
know what will be the effect of the amendment. 1 In reading the 
Record I noticed Borah had changed and added to his statement 
in the Senate and in the changes and additions appears Statements 
that should have been answered by me yesterday when bill 2 was 
under discussion. I went to the office at 9 oclock. At 10:30 called 
up Borah and found him in his office. Took the record to him and 
called his attention to additions made by him in which he says that 
the Mormon Church had not renounced polygamy as a part of 
their creed. This I told him was not true and if he had made the 
statement on the floor at the time of discussion I would have so 
stated as I did not want Senators to get any wrong impressions. I 
thought it might be a good thing to make the correction in Senate 
tomorrow. Borah did not think it necessary and thought it would 
be a great mistake for it might lead to a long discussion that would 
do harm. He made it upon his own responsibility and as a layman. 
My statement was plain enough and was understood by all the 
Senators present. He was willing for me to do so and would not 
reply if I thought best. I consulted with Geo Sutherland and he 
thought it best not to stir up the question. I will try and get the 


1 Reed Amendment. 

2 Immigration Bill. 
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conferees on the bill to disagree to the amendment. I think I shall 
offer an amendment tomorrow adding after the word polygamy 
the following: “fornication or adultery.” Had New Years dinner at 
2 oclock. Allie and I went for a walk and called on the Howells. 
Sent about one hundred New Years cards out. Have had a head- 
ache most of day. 

[Saturday Jany 2/15] ... I spent much time discussing the evils of 
the Reed Amendment. I secured promises from Senators Kern and 
Lodge that they would insist upon a change in the amendment in 
conference so as to read as follows: “persons who believe in the 
practice of or advocate polygamy” which is satisfactory to me. I 
also spoke to Rep Gardner ’ of Mass who will be the Republican 
member of the conference. I will also see the other member of 
House Conferees. I telegraphed to Pres Smith above information. 
I have decided after above promises to not offer an amendment 
including fornication and adultry. I was to go to New York today 
to attend the dinner given by Nicholas Murray Butler in honor of 
Senator elect/ Wadsworth 1 but on account of the Reed amend- 
ment I decided not to go. . . . 

[Tuesday Jany 5/15] . . . Senator Works spoke on Christian Science ’ 
for over two hours and will conclude his remarks tomorrow. Very 
few Senators listened to him and many condemned him for bring- 
ing religion into discussion in the Senate. . . . 

[Friday Jan 8/15] . . . Tomorrow brother George will be 51 years 
old. He is dangerously sick. I sent him a night telegram so he will 
get it tomorrow as follows: “Dear Brother We all send you love and 
birthday greetings. Have faith, confidence and courage. We are 
praying for your recovery. If could help would come to you. 
Scarcely an hour in the day we do not remember you. We all join 
in asking God to bless and spare your life.”. . . 

[Saturday Jan 9/15] . . . Elders Cole and Dixon called and advised 
me they were sent to Washington to begin missionary work. I told 

3 Republican representative Augustus Peabody Gardner (1865-1918) of Massa- 
chusetts. 

4 Republican senator James Wolcott Wadsworth, Jr. (1877-1952), of New York. 

5 Works was an ardent advocate of this American religious persuasion. 
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them not to do so until I took up the question with President of 
the Eastern State Mission. Immediately wrote him regarding the 
same. Will also write Pres Jos F Smith.'’ 

[Wednesday Jany 13/15] Wetter from Ida informed me that George 
Smoot was next to death’s door. It was only a question of a short 
time before he passes away. Allie and I discussed the question of 
my going to see him. I would gladly go if I could assist him. . . . 

[Thursday Jany 14/15] I called on the President and extended to 
him an invitation to visit Salt Lake City as guest of the Commercial 
club on his return east from the Panama Pacific Exhibition. . . . 
The Immigration Conference report was agreed to with change on 
polygamy question to conform to my request. Senator Reed did 
not complain of the change as he promised me he would not. . . . 

[Friday Jany 15/15] . . . The day in the Senate was spent in discuss- 
ing prohibition. Received telegram from Pres Jos F Smith approv- 
ing of my position as outlined in my letter to him datedjany 1 1/15 
regarding missionary work in city of Washington.' 

[Sunday Jany 17/15] About seven oclock this morning received a 
telegram from C A Glazier announcing that Brother George died 
one oclock this morning. As soon as I went to the office I wired to 
Alice Smoot Newell a message to the family and to A F Cardon to 
send American Beauties to the funeral. 

[Tuesday Jany 19/15] . . . Received a letter from the Presidency in 
answer to my letter to Pres Smith datedjany 11/15 approving of 
our position taken in that letter relative to missionary work in 
Washington D.C. 

[Saturday Jan 23/15] ... I have had a headache most of the day and 
took a dose of physic before going to bed. 

[Sunday Jany 24/15] I had a headache most of the night. Went to 


6 Smoot could not afford embarrassing incidents with missionaries in the Wash- 
ington, D.C., area, and wanted to clarify to all parties concerned the need for calcu- 
lated, measured action. 

7 The Smoot Papers at the Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, 
Provo, Utah, have not retained the telegram referred to here or the letter mentioned 
in the 19 January 1915 entry. 
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the office and looked over the mail. We had Senator Stephenson, 8 
wife and daughter to dinner. They remained until 4:30 p m. John 
P Meakin and wife called as the Stephenson’s were leaving. They 
remained for tea. It was so wet we did not go for a walk. . . . 

[Saturday Jany 30/15] I talked on the Bill from 10:50 p m last night 
until 9:25 a m today. I was not very tired. I never felt freer in speak- 
ing in my life. When I yielded the floor all Republicans and most 
of the Democratic Senators crowded around me and congratu- 
lated me upon the remarkable feat and upon the speech itself. I 
spoke without notes. I went home for a short rest and had dinner 
about 4 oclock. The papers were full of comments upon the speech 
and classed me as one of the long distance speakers of Congress 
if not the longest. 

[Sunday Jany 31/15] I spent the morning at my office and looked 
over my mail. Received many letters of congratulations on my 
speech Friday and Saturday last. 

[Tuesday Feby 2/15] . . . Great feeling exists and the President is 
using every power at his command to change the defeat of yester- 
day and have bill recommitted with instructions. If the bill is re- 
committed without instructions the bill will be dead. Many con- 
gratulations received on victory so far. 

[Saturday Feby 6/15] I presented the invitation of Weber Club to 
President Wilson asking him to stop off at Ogden on his way to 
Panama Exposition. . . . 

[Sunday Feby 7/15] I blessed and named the baby boy of W F Vier 
Jr and wife. Mrs. Vier was a Salt Lake City girl, the daughter of Mr. 
Trowbridge. The baby was named Dwayne Trowbridge Vier. I was 
at office long enough to look over my mail. . . . We held meeting 
at 7:30 p m. Speakers were Rich, Jones and myself. Had a very 
interesting service and a number of strangers were present. . . . 

[Tuesday Feby 9/15] . . . This has been a very trying day on me in 
directing the fight and keeping all our men on hand when wanted. 

[Wednesday Feby 10/15] I was on watch all night[.] Sherman 9 is 


260 


8 Republican senator Issac Stephenson (1829-1918) of Wisconsin. 

9 Republican Lawrence Yates Sherman (1858-1939) of Illinois. He filled the va- 
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slightly deaf and I knew he would be taken off the floor on a point 
of order so I never took my eyes off him for about four hours and 
until I knew the Democrats had given up defeating us 10 during the 
night. ... I have not had my clothes off since Monday. Have not 
slept more than a couple of hours since Monday. I reached home 
about 7:45 p m and had dinner. Roosevelt sent word to me to keep 
up the fight through Mr. O Laughlin. He also stated Roosevelt was 
against any compromise, also hoped that every effort would be 
made to get the progressives and Republicans together for next 
election and have a man nominated that would be agreeable to 
both sides. 

[Sunday Feby 14/15] I spent the morning at my office looking 
over mail and discussing conditions at home with E H Callister. 
We considered financial condition of the Herald Republican. It 
is not making expenses. ... At 3 oclock Chairman C D Hilles 
and Senator Brandagee called and for three hours we discussed 
the political situation of the country and presidential candi- 
dates. I believe from what Hilles stated that Taft still hopes 
something will happen that he will receive the Nomination for 
1916. I expressed my opinion such a thing would not happen. 


[Thursday Feby 18/15 ] . . . The [Ship Purchase] bill is dead. We have 
won our fight and we will now see what excuse the Czar of the 
White House 11 will have to make. 

[Wednesday Feby 24/15] Allie’s blood pressure is as high to-day as 
it ever was. . . . C W Nibley, his daughter, son Joseph and wife ar- 
rived this morning. I took Nibley to see the Attorney General 12 to 
present to him the details of the Combination of the Amalgamated 
and Lewiston Sugar Companies. The Dist Attorney of Utah having 
started an investigation of the companies on the ground that the 
combination is in restraint of trade. 13 He turned Nibley over to his 


cancy caused by the unseating of Senator William Lorimer the previous year. 

10 Refers to the debate on the Ship Purchase Bill. 

11 Smoot considered Wilson autocratic and bull-headed. 

12 Thomas Watt Gregory. 

13 Nibley and Smoot felt the investigation was politically motivated. 
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Assistant. Not much came from the conference. It was midnight 
before I got to bed. I was very tired. 

[Thursday Mar 4/15] . . . Senate adjourned at 12 oclock. Hand shak- 
ing was the order for nearly one hour. Many Senators left in the 
after noon. The Country must be relieved as the senate actually 
adjourned. I was so tired I was compelled to go home and I went 
to bed. 

[Friday Mar 5/15] 1 worked all day long dictating letters and putting 
my papers in order. Had many callers. Held a conference with Sen 
Cummins 14 and we discussed the political situation and his chances 
for the Republican nomination for President. I told him his tariff 
record was poor and his advocacy of the Trade Commission was 
strongly objected to by business men. He will go west and make 
the trip to Hawaii to see what his chances are. I asked him to stop 
at Salt Lake on his way to Los Angeles. . . . 

[Sunday Mar 7/15] Took baby Reed with me to the office and 
looked over my mail. After dinner I took him to the Zoo. He is 
such an interesting little fellow and talks about everything. Held a 
meeting in the evening. Had a good attendance. Speakers were 
Ellison, McLaughlin, J R Clark and myself. This is the last meeting 
we will hold until I return in the fall. 

[Monday Mar 8/15] 'Wired to Pres Smith about trip to Hawaii and 
asked him to let me know if he and Aunt Julina will be my guests 
on the trip if I go. . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 9/15] . . . Senator Thomas 13 on March 1st came to 
me and told me in confidence that Jas H Moyle had telegraphed 
him asking that investigation of my recent election be made. Sen 
Thomas stated he was not in favor of it but would turn the telegram 
over to Senator Kern"’ the chairman of the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections. I feel positive nothing will come of it but it 
shows the feeling of Moyle. 17 


14 Cummins actively sought the office in 1908 and 1912. He valued Smoot’s 
judgment as a barometer of his chance for the nomination. 

15 Democratic senator Charles Spaulding Thomas (1849-1934) of Colorado. 

16 Democratic senator John Worth Kern (1849-1917) of Indiana. 

17 So continued the political and social cold war between the two. Moyle chafed 
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[Wednesday Mar 10/15] It begins to look to me that Governor Spry 
is going to veto the State wide prohibition Bill. I hope he does not 
do so. A majority of the people of Utah are in favor of it and it 
ought to be settled. I signed the letter I dictated to N L Morris 
yesterday on the prohibition question. No word from Pres Smith 
in answer to my telegram of 8th. 

[Thursday Mar 11/15] . . . Senators are laughing at the following 
remark made by Senator Root as he entered the Senate the 
morning I was occupying the floor after speaking all night, “God 
is in the heavens Marshall in the chair Smoot has the floor 
Democrats in the air.” I told the Secy of Hawaiian Repre- 
sentatives that Mrs. Smoot and I would try and go to Hawaii as 
guests of the Legislature. 

[Friday Mar 12/15] Zella is not doing well. Kidney complications 
have set in and the poison is effecting her whole system. She lays 
in a stupor most of time and yawns whenever awake. The doc- 
tors worried considerably. Was at the office and had a number 
of callers. . . . 

[Saturday Mar 13/15] ... I received a telegram from Pres Smith 
telling me to accept the invitation of Hawaiian Legislature and he 
would go with me as my guest if circumstances would permit. . . . 
discussed the Water power bill. 18 Lane 19 wanted me to tell him just 
what kind of a bill I would support and I told him frankly. I wanted 
the State to make application for power sights and regulate charges 
and operations under a law with definite requirements of the State 
and on failure the land to revert to the Government. The Govern- 
ment to be paid for the land at a given rate per horse power cre- 
ated. I want to keep away from the Government going into busi- 
ness. Socialism is growing fast enough now. The State owns the 


at the close margin (3,000 votes) separating defeat from victory. 

18 The bill put the regulation of water under federal control, allowing the Inte- 
rior Department to use, lease, or sell surplus water power generated by its dams. 
Smoot had this to say: “Waters of a state should be enacted by the legislature of the 
state— if controlled by federal government that is government usurpation.” Address 
and Remarks by United States Senator Reed Smoot of Utah, “Federal Tax on Water 
Powers,” given at Portland, Oregon, 22 Sept. 1915, copy in Special Collections, Lee 
Library. 

19 Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior. 
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water and should be allowed to regulate it. He was much impressed 
and asked me to prepare a bill along these lines and meet him next 
October and see if we could not agree upon a bill that both could 
support. . . . 

[Monday Mar 15/15] Zella rested better last night. She sat up for 
about one hour to day. Much brighter this afternoon. I telegraphed 
Pres Smith and asked him to have Zella prayed for. 

[Sunday Mar 21/15] ... I took Baby Reed through the Zoo to let 
him see the animals fed. While there we met the President. He 
shook hands with us and asked Reed how he didn’t have on over- 
coat. . . . 

[Monday Mar 22/15] Senator Sutherland returned from New York. 
He tells me that detectives are working on a case against Secy 
McAdoo in which he has been undertaking to sell through his 
brother and others the 350000 old Jorgensen Rifles belonging to 
the Government to the Allies. His present operation at the hospital 
was not necessary but undertaken to enable it to be said he was 
not in the negotiation etc. Worked at office arranging things so I 
can leave for home. . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 23/15] ... I ate a piece of shad [fish] on the diner 
coming, and it made me so sick to my stomach. I thought it was 
the train. As soon as I got to my room at the Union League'" I 

took a dose of Broma Sultzer and it helped me greatly 

Dinner concluded at 8:30 p m. It was held in the old banquet 
hall where dinners have been given to every Republican Presi- 
dent since Lincoln. The league has a remarkable history. Was 
organized during the war and fitted out at its own expense for 
the cause of the Union [in sponsoring] a number of Regiments. 
. . . Senator Oliver' 1 spoke first and his remarks were well re- 
ceived. I followed him and received a great deal of applause. Sen 
Root made a great speech as he always does. After speaking was 
over a reception was held and all present shook hands with Sen 
Root and most of them congratulated me upon my remarks and 

20 The Union League of New York served for decades as a political forum util- 
ized by Theodore Roosevelt and others. 

21 Republican senator George Tenner Oliver (1848-1919) of Pennsylvania. 
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my work in the senate. I was introduced as the man that no 
doubt would write the next tariff bill. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 25/15 ] . . . I called at the mission home but Bro Iver- 
son and wife were out. Called on Margaret [Maggie] Dusenberry, 
Sister Ida’s girl, Lulu Gates, Miss Hyde and the Kimballs’s and then 
on business down town. Went with Chas D. Hilles 22 to lunch at 
12:30 to the Midday Club and we discussed the political situation 
over for one hour and half. We both thought we ought to do every- 
thing possible to get Sen Root to accept the nomination. Sen Bur- 
ton has strong backing and if Root does not run is liable to secure 
the nomination. Sentiment in New York is that Weeks lives too far 
east but all admit he would make a great President. Major Wood- 
ward was for Root and if not Root thought Herrick was the strong 
man. I told him I thought he was mistaken. ... It is believed by 
Hilles that Secy McAdoo will be caught in grafting through the sale 
of the Krug-Jorgenson Rifles. He is working the sale through his 
brother and if the Cabinet does not set down on it the sale will be 
made and the grafter will go to McAdoo and friends. I was told of 
the details of the deal. . . . 

[Sunday Mar 28/15] ... It was a nice drive to Brownies. Found 
they were comfortably fixed. Anita prepared dinner for us. They 
live at 511 North Lockwood Ave. 2S Brownie is doing fine. He is 
interested in his work. Living within his allowance and Anita is 
doing well. . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 30/15] ... At Evanston, 24 Critchlow, Carpenter and 
Morris Heiner took the train for Salt Lake City. Critchlow talked 
to me about the troubles at the University [of Utah]. He asked me 
not to commit myself until I had studied the situation. He of course 
is against the Regents and in favor of the bolters. . . /' 


22 Charles D. Hilles, former personal secretary to President Taft, still served as 
Republican National Committee chair. 

23 Brownie was still employed in Chicago at the time. 

24 Evanston, Wyoming. 

25 Discontent over President Kingsbury’s administration simmered. When four 
faculty were let go without reason, others resigned in protest, spelling the demise of 
the administration. At root were issues of church influence and administrative capri- 
ciousness. See Ralph V. Chamberlain, The University of Utah: A History of Its First Hund- 
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[Wednesday Mar 31/15] Was busy meeting people. It took me 
about one half hour to walk a block. Asked L L Nunn to make 
the trip with us to Hawaii and he promised he would go. . . . 
Held a conference with presidents Lund and Penrose. Pres 
Smith at Los Angeles. 

[Friday Apr 2/15] At 10 oclock met with the Presidency and Quo- 
rum of Twelve at the temple in their quarterly meeting. President 
Smith arrived this morning from Los Angeles and was present. 
Before beginning of meeting and arrival of the Presidency the 
question of the Governor’s veto of the prohibition bill was dis- 
cussed and some very bitter criticism of him was indulged in. The 
open letter of N L Nelson to the Governor was discussed. The let- 
ter was a very intemperate and unwise one in my opinion. Bro Ivins 
prayed in opening and I prayed in the circle. I made my report of 
conditions at Washington, my labors for last session of Senate. The 
Sacrament was administered by Pres Lund and Penrose. We had 
lunch and was in session until nearly four oclock. Allie is comfort- 
ably located at the L D S Hospital. Pres Smith and Lund went with 
me to the Hospital and we administered to her. She was resting 
better than yesterday. Attended a meeting of the board of directors 
of the Herald Republican. They are losing money each month. It 
looks to me as if we will have to make a change in the management. 

[Saturday Apr 3/15] ... A meeting of the Quorum of Twelve, 1st 
seven Presidents of Seventy, and the Presidents of different Mis- 
sions. Each of the Mission Presidents reported conditions of their 
missions. Reports were only partially satisfactory. Under present 
conditions they were doing about as well as could be expected. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 4/15] ... I had lunch with C W Nibley. We talked over 
the Veto of the Governor of the prohibition bill. Nibley was not in 
favor of the bill and Governor was encouraged to veto it from those 
who wanted to avoid the old mormons-and-non-mormon fight. I 
spent the evening with Allie at the Hospital. 

[Monday Apr 5/15] . . . Conference continued, the morning service 
at 10 oclock. The tabernacle comfortably filled. The speakers were 


red Years, 18501950 (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, I960), 328-40. 
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H J Grant, Rudger Clawson and myself. I occupied the time from 
11:10 until 12 oclock and spoke on the subject of Revelation. . . . 
In the evening I attended the general priesthood meeting. I pre- 
sented the question of sale of Indian lands of the Uintah Reserva- 
tion and recommended that our people take advantage of the sale. 
I left the meeting at the close of the remarks of W W Seter. Pres 
Smith referred to the prohibition question and left the impression 
that Gov Spry was not too severely blamed for vetoing the Bill[;] 
in fact he had no criticism to offer. 

[Tuesday Apr 6/ 15] Met the Governor at 9 oclock at the Utah Hotel. 
He told me his side of the story of his vetoing the Prohibition Bill 
and what it would have done in case he had signed it. The non- 
mormons were bitterly opposed to the bill and particularly the 
business men. He stated he was so mad when the three members 
of the Legislature trailed him up after the adjournment to hand 
him the Prohibition bill he does not know what he did say. He did 
not know that he swore as he is charged with doing. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 7/15] The special priesthood meeting was held in 
the Assembly Hall at 1 0 oclock. The house was well filled. I spoke 
for a few minutes about the practice of our people extending kind- 
ness to the ministers traveling through the State in sheep wagons 
and holding meetings. I called their attention to the fact that in 
many cases they were mere spotters and after leaving Utah wrote 
some of the most untruthful articles against the people. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 8/15] I received a telegram from Senator A B Cum- 
mins of Iowa that he would arrive on Rio Grande R R at 12:25 
today. . . . The dinner of the Bonneville Club was given in the large 
dining room of the Hotel Utah at 7 oclock. ... I spoke for about 
twenty minutes and introduced Cummins. The Senator gave a 
splendid talk and most present enjoyed it. He paid me a splendid 
compliment stating that I knew more about the business of the 
Senate than any other man and was among the leaders of the Sen- 
ate if not the real leader. . . . 

[Saturday Apr 10/15] I left for Provo on Orem Line at 7:45. Spent 
the day until 3:45 p m meeting people at the bank and answering 
letters needing immediate attention. Business very quiet at Provo 
and merchants complaining bitterly. . . . 
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[Sunday Apr 11/15] ... In the evening I attended the services held 
in the 11th Ward. The speakers were Conway Ashton and myself. 
During services H J Grant came in and asked those present to at- 
tend the meeting to be held in the Presbyterian Church this eve- 
ning beginning at 8:30 p m oclock at which Ex Gov [illegible] will 
speak on the subject of Prohibition. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 14/15] . . . At 4 oclock met with the Trustee’s of 
the B Y University. The report shows they are owing 104,000.00. 
Details of indebtedness was discussed and a committee was ap- 
pointed to devise means to meet indebtedness. I was a member of 
that committee. President Smith told me he was afraid he would 
have to give up his trip to Hawaii as Aunt Julina felt she could not 
leave by the 24th on account of the expected confinement of her 
baby daughter. He did not feel it wisdom to take one of his other 
wives nor did I. . . , 26 

[Thursday Apr 15/15] Attended the weekly meeting of the Presi- 
dency and twelve at the Temple. Clawson prayed in the opening 
and McKay in the circle. I reported condition of BYU at request 
of Pres Smith. . . . Proposed to President Smith that he and Aunt 
Julina leave for Hawaii one week later than Allie and I and by that 
time their daughter would be so they could leave her safely. I also 
suggested that we visit Japan before returning home and I would 
stand the expense. The Japan visit to be decided after we reach 
Honolulu. . . . 

[Friday Apr 16/15] . . . After lunch attended a meeting of Execu- 
tive Committee BYU and discussed the sale of the resources of 
the University. I will report to Pres Smith it is the opinion of the 
Com. that to force sales to day would require at least [a] 33 
1/3% [discount]. . . . 

[Saturday Apr 1 7/15] . . . Held a conference with Dr. Geo Robinson 
and Thos Pierpont"' at their request. They wanted to either sell the 


26 Both Smith and Smoot suffered bad press when Smith was seen with wives 
other than Julina. 

27 George E. Robinson and Thomas A. Pierpont were the husbands of Smoot’s 
half sisters Ella and Vilate. They became involved in Smoot’s affairs through the settle- 
ment of the Abraham Owen Smoot estate. 
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stock held by Diana Smoot’s 28 family or purchase a controlling in- 
terest in the Smoot Investment Co. They would name a price at 
which they would buy or sell. I was not prepared to say what I would 
do as I had had no time to look over the business. 28 Attended the 
meeting of the BYU executive Committee and discussed the finan- 
cial conditions and likelihood of sale of some of its holdings. Went 
through the notes of the Bank and find some of them in bad shape. 
Some bad loans have been made. . . . 

[Monday Apr 19/ 15] l had people after me from early morning until 
late at night. Had the Agent of the Oregon Short Line Ry telegraph 
asking a reservation of berths for Pres Smith and wife from San 
Francisco to Honolulu on boat sailing May 1 1/15. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 21/15] I left for Provo on Orem Ry at 7:45 a.m. I 
went over the notes and accounts due the Smoot Lumber Co with 
Albert Glazier and Thos Pierpont. Found them in a very poor 
shape. I doubt whether they are worth much more than 50 cents 
on the dollar. . . . 

[Friday Apr 23/15] At 7 oclock a.m. Mr. Nunn called and I went 
with him and party in an Auto to Provo. Mr. Dahl F M, Attorney 
Hawley of Idaho and two others made up party. We called at Olm- 
stead on our way to Provo. Dave Bonnett gave me a 9 pound trout 
he had just caught in Provo River. We had it for lunch later at 
Robert Hotel. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 28/15] . . . [En route to Hawaii] It was reported by 
wireless that severe storms prevailed ahead. We all were rather 
quiet on deck. Left our steamer chairs long enough to go to our 
meals. Every one of the party reported for meals but I went to the 
table with about as much alacrity as the fellow does to the gallows. 
Sea rather rough all day. . . . 

[Friday May 7/15] . . . [At the plantation] They served us with iced 
pineapples/’ We found the roads very rough from here on until 


28 Diana was Abraham Smoot’s third wife. After Abraham’s death, she re- 
mained in Provo with her family. 

29 This proposition relates to the still unresolved problems with the estate. Fam- 
ily members were still at odds over who should receive what. 

30 Smoot and party were touring a church farm. 
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we reached Laie. At Laie we stopped for some 15 minutes. I intro- 
duced the party to Pres Wooley 31 and those working at the Home. 
Laie has greatly changed since I was there 35 yrs ago. 32 Wonderful 
improvements have been made. . . . We stopped at the sugar re- 
fining plant and went through it. It was at this plant that the news 
reached us that the Germans had sunk the British S S “Lusitania” 
off the Irish coast she having about 1400 passengers aboard. The 
ship sank in 30 minutes after being torpedoed and it is thought 
many lives were lost among them some very distinguished Ameri- 
cans. " Feeling running high against the action. It maybe Pres Wil- 
son will call an extra session of Congress. . . . 

[Saturday May 8/15] . . . All the conversation was about the sinking 
of the Lusitania. Many lives lost and among them many Americans. 
Gen’l Carter received a cipher message from Washington ordering 
the strengthening of the fortifications here and doubling the 
watch. The people greatly aroused and many demanding action. 
If the Lusitania was carrying munitions of war I don’t see how we 
can seriously object. ” Again our people were warned not to go on 
the Lusitania. The destroying the Gulflight an American boat a 
few days before has a more serious question involved but the num- 
ber of deaths from sinking the Lusitania has shocked the people 
most. We will have to keep cool heads or we will be in trouble. 

[Wednesday May 12/15] Allie and I went shopping this morning. 
Allie bought her a new white dress, also two beautiful Chinese 
wraps. One for herself and one for Chloe. I bought myself a $ 15.00 
Panama hat to go with my light suits. We had a number of callers 
during the afternoon. . . . 

[Thursday May 13/15] I received a letter from the old Queen stating 
she would take pleasure in seeing me if I would call at 1 1 oclock. 
The visiting Congressmen were to call on her at 10:30 A M and 
she would like to see me after they had left. Allie and I called at 1 1 

31 Woolley was serving a second stint as president of the Hawaiian Mission. 

32 Smoot accompanied his father, A. O. Smoot, on a business trip in 1880. 

33 Germany issued a warning on 1 May that any Americans traveling on war 
zone waters did so at some risk. However, this, more than any other incident, galva- 
nized public opinion against Germany. Of the 1,198 lives lost, 128 were American. 

34 The manifest of the ship revealed some war munitions. 
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oclock and had a very pleasant visit. The Queen is 76 yrs old. Dig- 
nified but I am told is losing her mind. She did not show it during 
our visit. . . . 

[Saturday May 15/15] . . . We drove direct to the home of Chas C 
Kennedy. He has a most beautiful home and an ideal location and 
view of the bay. His grounds are beautiful and well cared for. . . . 
The visitors were all present and about 50 Hil people. A fine lunch 
was served. The speakers were Cummins, Overman, Langley, 
Thomas and myself followed by Mr. Chilingworth of Honolulu, a 
Territorial Senator. I asked the American people to look after the 
native Hawaiians to have patience with them and charity for them. 
They are naturally lazy, was brought up that way and not used to 
working as the Japs and Chinese. . . . 

[Sunday May 16/15] ... I received a special invitation to join the 
select organization known as the “Royal Chiefs of Hawaii.” A num- 
ber of other Senators and Representatives were also asked. The 
invitation is considered the highest honor that can be conferred 
upon strangers. The organization is a secret one and it is said the 
object of it is to perpetuate the tradition and beliefs of the Hawai- 
ian people. I learned the invitation was accompanied with some 
pretty shady actions and I decided not to go nor join the organi- 
zation. It was the sabbath day and I had never joined any secret 
organization before and so asked to be excused with the sincere 
hope that it would be taken in the right spirit. I was grateful for 
the kind feeling expressed in the invitation. . . . 

[Thursday May 18/15] . . . With a number of the party we visited 
the Sugar Planters Experimental Station and had a fine lunch 
served us at 12:30. The work being accomplished at the station is 
fine and without it the sugar industry would perish from pests and 
blights. I planted a seedling sugar cane plant and it was named the 
Smoot plant. It will be watched and its growth and results will be 
furnished me until it is fully developed. . . . 

[Thursday May 20/15] . . . Bros. Wooley and Miner met me at the 
boat and we made arrangements to meet the Manchuria tomorrow 
which brings Pres Smith and wife Julina and Bp Nibley and wife 
Rebecca. . . . 


[Friday May 21/15] ... A great many of the native saints were at 
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the wharf to meet him. I was the first people from shore to go on 
the boat and welcome Pres Smith and Juliana, Bp C W Nibley and 
wife Rebecca to Honolulu. They were all well but Mrs. Nibley had 
been seasick most of the way. As soon as we reached the landing 
we were covered with leis of beautiful flowers. Each of the church 
organizations had prepared for each one of us a beautiful lei made 
of different flowers. It was exceeding hot and the leis almost smoth- 
ered us. Bro Woolley had autos for all and we drove direct from 
wharf to the mission head quarters. Here were more of the saints 
waiting with more flowers. Bro Miner the one in charge of the 
Honolulu office had a reception line and in it were the officers of 
the womens organizations to receive us. . . . 

[Saturday May 22/15] ... As we entered the main road of the 
plantation and reached the amusement hall we found most of 
the people of Laie there. We were again loaded with flowers. 
The people sang “We Thank Thee Oh God for a Prophet” and 
then the visitors formed a line and shook the hand of every man, 
woman and child present. Edwin Fernandez took pictures of the 
different scenes and also a number of moving pictures during 
the reception. . . . 

[Sunday May 23/15] ... I spoke for nearly one hour and Bp Nibley 
for 35 minutes. We had splendid meetings and the greatest atten- 
tion given. Very hot day and no breeze whatever. Another meeting 
held at 7:30 at the mission house. It was the sacrament meeting. 
Pres Smith, Bp Nibley & myself spoke. I never saw so many mosqui- 
tos. We were bitten so bad we could hardly stand it. . . . 

[Tuesday May 25/15] . . . We visited the cane fields of Laie a part 
of which the cane was being cut. The work of cutting and loading 
is done by Japanese. No other help will do it. They work by con- 
tract. Women do a great deal of the work. A man and woman gen- 
erally working together. The field being cut will yield at least 80 
tons per acre of cane. . . . Made arrangements to go fishing in the 
morning in the ocean with Sims and canoe. 
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[Wednesday May 26/15] ... We did not catch as many as usual as 
our net was broken and many of the fish escaped. No doubt the 
turtle we caught broke the net. We had many kinds of fish, crabs, 
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lobsters and one turtle. I enjoyed the experience of fishing in the 
ocean very much. . . . 

[Sunday May 30/15] . . .At 10 oclock Services were held in 
honor of Brigham Young by the Primary Association officers. A 
program was rendered by the members of the Primary Asso and 
in a most credible way. A little girl 9 yrs old recited the history 
of Brigham Young in a masterly way. Her mother is a Hawaiian 
and Father a Japanese. I talked with her for about 30 minutes 
after meeting and found her a most interesting and intelligent 
child. . . . 

[Tuesday June 1/15] ... At 5 minutes to eight p.m. President 
Smith asked Bp Nibley and myself to take a walk. As we were 
leaving the house we met most of the people of Laie on their 
way to the Missionary House to hold a meeting and tell us good 
bye. We proceeded to the meeting house located on a little hill 
about 400 yards southeast of the Mission House arriving there 
about 8 oclock. We entered the enclosure and stopped just west 
of the building and President Smith said Bp Nibley had sug- 
gested to him that as the Mission was in a financial condition 
that [if] it could build a small Endowment House or Temple it 
should do so and also thought that the meeting house should be 
moved from its present location and the Endowment House or 
Temple be located on the hill now occupied by the Meeting 
House. Pres. Smith said if that met the approval of all three of 
us he felt impressed to consecrate and dedicate the ground for 
that purpose. It met my hearty approval. After the funeral serv- 
ices . . . last Saturday I told Sister Smith and Sister Nibley as we 
were going to the grave yard that the church ought to erect an 
Endowment House or Temple at Laie so that islanders could 
secure their endowments and do temple work for the living and 
the dead. Being agreeable to us all, President Smith at 8:15 p.m. 
lead in prayer and the ground was dedicated and consecrated 
for the purposes named above. A feeling of satisfaction per- 
vaded the hearts of each one of us. I am positive it is the first 
step towards the erection of a small temple here in Laie wherein 
the Hawaiian Saints as well as the saints of the other Islands of 
the Pacific can have their temple ordinations, sealings, baptisms, 
etc attended to. This can be considered a blessed day for mem- 
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bers of the church living on the islands of the Pacific Ocean. We 
returned to the mission house and found the people all seated 
on the lawn immediately in front of the House. . . , 35 

[Thursday June 3/15] . . . We called by previous appointment upon 
the Queen at 1 1 oclock. I introduced the party. Pres Smith called 
her attention to the last visit she made to Utah and the reception 
given her at the Beehive House. The Queen could not remember 
it. The party talked to her for a short time and she asked them to 
kindly register in a book kept by her to show the people calling 
upon her and the date. She asked Allie and I to remain and talk 
with her while others were registering and looking at the collection 
of Hawaiian relics. We did. She expressed her appreciation to me 
for the splendid work I had done for the islands in the Senate and 
was so glad I was a friend of her people. She wanted me to come 
again to the islands and bring Mrs. Smoot for she would always be 
an inspiration to me. Her attendants stated she liked to talk to me 
more than any stranger that had visited her. I could not help but 
feel a little sad and watched her dignified appearance and sur- 
roundings. It was the last remnant of Hawaiian royalty. ... A feast 
was prepared and was to be served under the trees but on account 
of the rain it was served in the room under the meeting house. The 
tables were loaded. I could not eat much as I was trying to get my 
stomach in shape for leaving for home next Saturday. . . . 

[Monday June 7/15] The food on the boat is very poor. I do not feel 
much like eating and it is hard to force down the food furnished. 
Have eaten considerable fruit. Played ten pins for about an hour. 
I was champion. A good many of the seasick people are on deck 
today. Rained part of the day. Pres Smith and Nibley spent a great 
part of the day playing checkers. Pres Smith was the victor. He is 
a splendid player. 

[Tuesday June 8/15] . . . Our wireless daily news tells of a break be- 
tween W J Bryan Secy of State and Pres Wilson over the second 
note to Germany. I predict that Bryan resigns as Secy of State. It 
seems to me he has been ignored as Secy by the President and his 


35 This dedication was formally announced in the church’s October general con- 
ference. 
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name hardly mentioned by daily papers. It has been the President 
in everything. Bryan in my opinion cannot stand this much longer. 
I stated at dinner table today that I believed Bryan would resign 
and appeal to the people on the lecture platform at so much per 
ticket and perhaps run for President on the Prohibition ticket in 
1916. 

[Thursday June 10/15] ... I tried to vomit about 6 oclock p.m. but 
had nothing on my stomach. President Smith has had a sore mouth 
ever since the day before leaving Honolulu and he has scarcely 
enjoyed a thing he could eat. I shall be mighty thankful when we 
land tomorrow. I am counting the hours when it will happen. 
Packed all our trunks and boxed the leis given us at Honolulu and 
will have them expressed home from San Francisco. Was in bed a 
great part of the day. Mrs. Nibley has not been out of her state 
room. . . . 

[Sunday June 13/15] Congressman Julius Kahn " telephoned and 
asked us to dine with him this evening at 6 oclock. . . . his mother- 
in-law Mrs. Mary Prag and Congressman Borland’s wife. 1 ' Mrs. 
Prag lived in Utah during the 60’s and 70’s and knew the old time 
Mormon leaders and was a special favorite of Brigham Young and 
Heber C. Kimball. . . . Rabbi [Meyer] and wife arrived about 8:30 
p.m. We had a good view of the fire works at the fair as Kahn lives 
at 2712 Webster St right near the fair grounds. After the arrival of 
the Rabbi we discussed Utah, her people and Mormonism the bal- 
ance of the evening. Mrs. Borland was very curious and at times I 
imagined uncomfortable. She is or considers herself a great church 
woman. . . . 

[Thursday June 17/15] ... I was to go [on] a ride in the Aeroplane 
Boat machine but the engine was out of commission. The land 
Aeroplane #38 was ready if I wanted to risk it. Mr. W R. Taliaferro 
1st Lieut Signal Corps would go up with me and the commanding 
office[r] Capt Cowan was agreeable so I decided to go. We had a 
splendid flight. Went up about 1600 feet and was in the air for 30 


36 Republican representative Julius Kahn (1861-1924) of California. 

37 Democratic representative William Patterson Borland (1867-1919) of Mis- 
souri. 
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minutes. I thoroughly enjoyed the ride. I could see the bay as in 
no other way. Flying was a new experience for me but a very pleas- 
ant one. . . . 38 

[Friday June 18/15] ... [In southern California] visiting the place 
where the State of California is working in extracting from the 
ground bones of animals thousands of years old. 9 Many of the 
skeletons are of animals extinct today and the elephants, camels, 
tigers, lions found are all larger than the ones of today. The bones 
are found embedded in oil deposits and today oil is found all 
around where the skeleton bones are being uncovered. We could 
plainly see the bones as the workmen were carefully digging them 
out. The discovery proves this continent to be older than Europe 
and all kinds of animals existed here. . . 

[Wednesday June 23/15] [Back home in Utah] The Geddes-Eccles 11 
case is now in court and is going to be a nasty one. It should 
have been compromised in my opinion. It is rumored that I am 
to be subpoenaed as a witness. I cannot see what either side 
wants my testimony for. Pres Smith is already subpoened and it 
is reported that the Eccles boys and family are mad because the 
church did not stop the suit and are going to make it as hard for 
everybody as possible. I cannot see how the church could take a 
hand in it. . . . 

[Thursday June 24/15] Meeting at Temple at 10 oclock. All pre- 
sent but Hy M. & Orson Whitney. One hour and half was spent 
in listening to Dr. Talmage read the last two chapters of his 
coming issue of “The Life of Christ.” Some changes were made. 


38 Smoot was an avid and ardent advocate of the incipient aviation industry in 
America. He always made journal entries of his experiences with aviation. 

39 La Brea Tar Pits. 

40 These discoveries were of immense interest to Smoot. His long association 
with the Smithsonian heightened his interest in things scientific. 

41 Prominent Mormon businessman and entrepreneur David Eccles was alleged 
to have taken a second plural wife in 1898. Margaret Geddes, widow of William S. 
Geddes, went to court to claim part of the estate for her and her son Albert, allegedly 
born to Eccles and Geddes in 1899. The Eccles family did not wish to acknowledge 
this relationship but the jury did, and Margaret and Albert were given legal status as 
heirs. See Leonard J. Arrington, David Eccles: Pioneer Western Industrialist (Logan: 

Utah State University, 1975). 
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The book will be issued as soon as possible. In regular meeting 
Bro Ivins prayed in circle. I made a report of my visit to Hawaii. 
After meeting met Bp Nibley and his son Merrill and they talked 
to me about a purchase of 4 or 5000 acres of land near Logan, 
land that will be required to be drained to make it first class 
farming land. It is the same class of land when drained that 
sugar beets grow best in. I agreed to go with them and Ariel 
Cardon by auto Saturday morning. . . . 

[Saturday June 26/15] . . . Was back at bank at 1:15 p.m. and Bp 
Nibley had arrived and we started for Logan. Arrived there 3:15 
p.m. We left our grips at Bp Nibleys home and went direct to see 
the lands Ariel and Merrill wishes us to buy. There is about 5 to 
6000 acres involved. After dinner we took a walk around the busi- 
ness part of the city. Everybody was talking about the election to 
be held next Tuesday. Question to be decided is whether Logan 
shall be wet or dry. Many express the opinion it will vote wet but 
in my opinion it will not be close. . . . 

[Monday June 28/15] I left for Provo at 7:30 via Orem Ry. Spent 
most of my time at bank. ... I called on my sisters. I promised 
Alice Newell I would take dinner with her and did so. We talked 
until after midnight, the main thing discussed George’s death. . . . 

[Tuesday June 29/ 15] l voted against the open saloon at opening of 
polls. Left for Salt Lake City at 8 oclock. Arrived at 9:45 a.m. and 
went direct to the Temple to attend the quarterly meeting of the 
Quorum of Twelve. All present but Hy M Smith and O F Whitney. 
The whole day was spent in speaking. Each one present expressing 
himself on questions in which he was interested in. The question 
of Prohibition was discussed and Pres Lyman wanted me to express 
myself on the subject which I did and had no excuse to offer for 
supporting Local Option in the past. Today many of the cities of 
the state are voting wet or dry and many expressed themselves that 
Logan and Provo would go wet. I told them such a statement was 
ridiculous. In my opinion the dry vote in the state would be two 
to one and the vote in Provo and Logan would not be close. I 
thought the Republican Party would pledge the party to submit 
the question to the people shortly after convening of the legisla- 
ture. I was not in favor of the Saloon but wisdom must be used in 
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closing them in places like Salt Lake City and Ogden and mining 
companies. 

[Wednesday June 30/15] Attended a board meeting of the Herald 
Republican at 1 oclock. The paper is losing money every month. 
Advertisers are taking less space each month and the future is any- 
thing but bright. Held a conference with R W Sloan and went over 
the business of Guardian Casualty Co. It is in good condition. I 
told Sloan I would like him to give Ariel Cardon employment and 
he said he would. . . . 

[Friday July 2/15] Allie and I left for Provo on Orem Ry at 7:30 A 
M. I was crowded with business at the bank. Answered a number 
of letters requiring immediate attention. Had dinner with Maggie 
Dusenberry. Maggie tells us Owen 4 ' her son has become a drunk- 
ard and lost his position at the Utah Hotel. She is nearly heartbro- 
ken. He has had trouble with his wife for some time past. . . . 

[Sunday July 4/15] Allie and I attended the fast day services held 
in the Temple at 10 oclock. We both spoke. A very good spirit 
prevailed. Mary the wife of Pres Smith after services upbraided me 
for designating whom Pres Smith should take on his recent trip to 
Hawaii. She thought I should have given Pres Smith the invitation 
and allowed him to select the wife to take. I told her I had talked 
with Aunt Julina about such a trip for nearly ten years and prom- 
ised President Smith and her that I would take them to the Islands 
at the first opportunity. I fulfilled that promise and I was sorry 
there was any feelings over it. ... I attended the services in the first 
ward chapel beginning at 6:30 p m. Special Patriotic Songs s[u]ng 
and I was the only speaker. 1 spoke on the Mission of America and 
Mormonism. Never spoke with greater freedom and my remarks 
were enjoyed greatly. Many came to stand to shake hands with me 
and tell me how pleased they were with my remarks. . . . 

[Monday July 5/15] ... I was Orator of the day. Thousands of peo- 
ple from northern part of Utah County drove to Lehi to see the 
Street parade and attend the exercises. The parade started at 9:35 
a.m. ... I was the only speaker and occupied about 11/4 hrs. Was 


42 Owen was Smoot’s nephew. Of all his brothers and sisters, Maggie was one 
of Smoot’s favorites. 
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congratulated upon my speech by many. I went to Provo after ex- 
ercises. Ed Loose took me to the horse races and after races we 
drove to the lake and back. . . . 

[Tuesday July 6/15] . . . Maggie Dusenberry told me of her son 
Owen’s drinking and wants to send him to take the Keeley cure. 
Wants to pay his debts of about 1200.00 besides. Earl Dusenberry 
son of Ida wants help to secure a ranch. He is dissatisfied with 
home and his condition and so it goes. Something every day. 

[Wednesday July 7/15] Was busy at the office all day long. Had a 
string of callers and most of them wanting assistance. My mail is 
full of requests for help. Worse than ever had experienced. Ma 
Eldredge gave a dinner at 7 oclock. There were present Pres Smith 
& Aunt Julina, Bp Nibley and wife, Ben R Eldredge and wife, Ma 
Eldredge, Allie and myself. After dinner we spent the evening in 
talking and Lizzie Eldredge favored us with a number of selections 
on the piano. Ma was bitter against Margaret Geddes the supposed 
wife of David Eccles and made some very bitter statements of her 
and her kind in general. 

[Thursday July 8/15] Pres Jos F Smith and I left for Ogden on the 
Bamberger Electric Line leaving at 8 A M for the purpose of testi- 
fying in the Geddes-Eccles case. We were met by Chief Counsel of 
Eccles Estate Atty Boyd and on arrival we went direct to his Law 
Office in the Eccles Building. He told us what questions he was 
going to ask us and we told him what our testimony would be. We 
reached the court room at 9:40 A M. Court was called to order 
immediately and Atty Boyd made a short opening statement of the 
Eccles Estate case. Pres Smith was called and sworn. His testimony 
was straight and to the point. Did not take long. Very short cross 
examination. I was the next witness. Was on the stand about 5 min- 
utes. I cannot see what good our testimony did the defendants or 
harm it did the plaintiffs. . . . Just as I was leaving the office Owen 
Dusenberry’s wife and Ed Parker called and were very much ex- 
cited. She claimed if Owen was not treated for Alcoholism at once 
he would die. Handed me a letter he received from his mother to 
read. The Doctor had agreed to give him a treatment for 125.00. 
Wanted 75.00 down and a note for 50.00. I gave her a check for 
75.00 and told them to have his mother come from Provo to see 
that he took the treatment. 
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[Saturday July 10/15] . . . In the evening Allie and I called at 
the Hotel Utah and met Mr. Wasson and wife. Wasson is a 
grandson of Reed Smoot my fathers brother. We had a pleas- 
ant interview, it was held in the beautiful rooms of the Presi- 
dents Suite. He promised me he would have one of his Aunts 
furnish me with as much of the genealogy of my fathers family 
as possible. . . . 

[Sunday July 11/ 15] This is Liberty Bell Day. I am a member of the 
Reception Committee. The bell was to arrive at 9 oclock but did 
not reach here until 11:20 A M. No greater gathering of people 
ever took place than the one today. School children were out in 
force and people from different parts of the State. At least 100,000 
were out to honor and see the bell. . . . About 200 were present. 
Heber M Wells was toastmaster, Gov Spry made the speech of wel- 
come and a Mr. Hutt responded. President Smith and Bp Nibley 
were invited guests. After lunch the parade was formed. It was a 
long one and the streets were packed with people. The parade 
ended at the O S Line Ry depot. The bell was on track ready to 
leave for Ogden. . . . 

[Wednesday July 14/15] ... At 12:30 Alex Hedquist called for me 
to attend the lunch given by the Rexall’s of Utah to the Rexall dele- 
gates on their way to convention to be held at San Francisco/ 1 I 
met the leading men of the organization and sat at the head table. 

I promised to speak to them and welcome them to Utah in behalf 
of the Utah Rexall’s. I did so and was happy in my speech and it 
was greatly appreciated and applauded. A dinner was given to 
same parties and I was a guest and spoke to them again giving an 
account of the early settlement of Utah and spoke of our un- 
preparedness in case of war. Was congratulated by many of the 
delegates. . . . 

[Thursday July 15/15] Attended meeting of quorum at temple at 

I I oclock. All of 1st Presidency present, and all of the Quorum but 
Grant, Geo A Smith and Hy M Smith. I prayed in the opening and 
F M Lyman in circle. It was agreed that I should go to Logan today 

43 Smoot founded Smoot’s Drug Store, the largest and most successful in 
Provo, which was eventually acquired by Hedquist. 
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to look up the values of the C R Martineau farms on which the 
church holds second trust deeds and now must pay the obligation 
held by the Utah Mortgage & Trust Corporation as their obligation 
has been declared due on account of Martineau’s failure to pay his 
interest. I was excused from attending the Beaver Stake Confer- 
ence. ... I am sure the church can get back the money already 
advanced by assuming the payment of the first and former encum- 
berances upon the places. . . . Will make a written report to Pres 
Smith on value and condition of farms. 

[Friday July 1 6/15] Mrs. Geddes secured a verdict against the David 
Eccles Estate granting her son Albert a share in Eccles estate. It 
has been a nasty suit but verdict is approved of by most of the 
people. The jury failed to agree yesterday. It is reported the jury 
stood 7 for and 1 against her. I arranged with the Utah Mortgage 
& Trust Co to accept the interest on their mortgage on the 
Martineau farms and let the principal run until June 1916. This is 
with understanding that church is agreeable to it. Was busy with 
the Cardon boys on the question of how best to sell the farms in 
order to pay Martineau’s debts until 10:30 am.... 

[Saturday July 17/15] . . . will make a written [proposal] to present 
to the Council next Wednesday. Recommended that the church 
advance the interest due the Mortgage Co at Logan, and authorize 
the sale of the Graystone farm in small pieces and enough of the 
Riverside farm to pay all Martineau’s debts including the money 
advanced him by the church. Lyman appointed me to attend the 
Yellowstone Stake Conference onjuly 24 and 25th thus preventing 
me from speaking at the 24th celebration at Ogden. . . . 

[ Sunday July 18/15] . . . The morning exercises held in the Taber- 
nacle at 10 oclock. The Sunday Schools were the main feature. 
About 3500 Sunday School children marched to the tabernacle in 
classes from each school in the Stake and occupied the lower part 
of the building. . . . Bros. James E. Talmage & David Smith were 
appointed to speak at the session but it was agreed that I should 
speak. I occupied the time and spoke of the False charges of dis- 
loyalty of the Mormon people to our Government and what Mor- 
monism meant to the world. Had many strangers come to the 
stand to shake hands. . . . 
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[Monday July 19/15] At 9 oclock I met the Rivers and Harbors Com- 
mittee members with their wives who are on their way to San Fran- 
cisco. ... I explained to them many of the principles of the Mor- 
mon faith. Gave a short talk on the early pioneers and the story of 
the sea gull. At 12:15 I took them all in a special car to Saltair and 
about 1/2 of them went in bathing. Returning we reached Salt 
Lake City at 2:30 p m and went direct to the tabernacle where I 
had arranged for a special organ recital in their honor. Tracy Y 
Cannon was the organist. . . . 

[Tuesday July 20/15 ] . . . Had many callers during the day. Attended 
a board meeting of the Herald Republican. Losses last month were 
very heavy. I advised the Presidency not to accept the proposition 
to take 100,000.00 more of the stock of the Knight Woolen Co. 
but if they had to have more money to purchase wool for this sea- 
sons run to arrange for a loan for them providing they could secure 
the same. . . . 

[Wednesday July 21/15] Attended the meeting of the Presidency & 
twelve at 10 oclock A M. All present but Hy M, Geo A and Heber 
J. Clawson prayed in opening and Lund in circle. I presented my 
written report on the conditions of the two Martineau farms and 
also my recommendations for future action to the church in order 
for them to secure their advances to him. I[t] was agreed to and 
approved. The question of church taking 100,000.00 stock in the 
Knight Woolen Co was discussed and it was agreed unanimously 
that it should not be done. Were willing to advance the company 
or secure a loan for them if secured of 25,000.00 to purchase wool. 
I was asked to present this tojesse Knight tomorrow as I was going 
to Provo, and the Presidency as well as Bp Nibley were going to 
leave for San Francisco tomorrow to be at the Fair on Utah Day 
July 24th. ... I received a letter from Hellan Grieves asking me to 
call and see sister Sarah M Phelps widow of W W Phelps w as she 
expressed a great desire to see me before she died. She was very 
low and is 87 yrs old. I called and found the old lady quite feeble. 
She wanted to tell me of a dream she had about me showing how 


44 William Wines Phelps was a prominent figure in early Mormon history. He 
was born in 1792 and died in 1872. Sarah M. was one of his many wives, thirty-five 
years his junior, and from all indications had a stormy marriage. 
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my work in Senate had been appreciated and what good my labors 
had done and for me to continue to work in the same way in the 
future as in the past. I met her daughter a Mrs. Lane of Oakland 
Cal while there. She is here to attend her mother in her last illness. 
Pres Smith asked me to go to San Francisco with him but I cannot 
leave. Allie is still poorly. 

[Thursday July 22/15] . . . Owen Dusenberry called to see me he 
having taken the Keeley cure and he looks all right and promises 
he will never drink again. He had to have 700.00 to pay his pressing 
indebtedness and I arranged for the Provo Coml & Savings Bank 
to let him have it. If he fails to pay it I guess I will have to. Called 
to see Jesse Knight but he was out. I told Lester Mangum that the 
church was willing to let the Woolen Mills have 25,000.00 to pur- 
chase wool with understanding it should be paid back. This was 
not what Knight wanted. He wanted the church to put up 
100,000.00 more money for treasury stock or give him the 
100,000.00 worth of stock they now hold and he will buy the treas- 
ury stock with the money the mills are now owing him. I will report 
it to Pres Smith on his return. . . . 

[Tuesday July 27/15] Called at Fairbanks Studio 1 ’ and looked at Oil 
painting he wished me to buy. The only one of Fairbanks I would 
have is the copy of Milton dictating Paradise Lost. . . . Had a num- 
ber of cases of people detained at Ellis Island to attend to. 

[Monday Aug 2/15] ... Ed Loose and I called on the Gov in the 
afternoon and talked over political conditions. He still thinks the 
Republican party should not declare for Statewide prohibition at 
next State Election. I told Ed Loose and the Governor I was 
positive if we did not do so in some form the party would be 
defeated. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 5/15] I attended meeting of the Presidency & 
Quorum of twelve at 10 oclock A M. All the 1st Presidency were 
present and of the Quorum Lyman, Smoot, Richards, Whitney, 
Ivins and Talmage. Pres Smith prayed in opening and Talmage 
in circle. I was appointed to go to Canada and examine into the 


45 John Fairbanks, one of Utah’s more renowned painters, had studied in 
Europe in the 1890s. 
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conditions of the church property and also report recommenda- 
tions for improvements to managing same. Was also authorized 
to lay the corner stone of the Temple when preparations are 
made for it. Will attend the Alberta Conference. Geo F Richards 
will accompany me. 

[Tuesday Aug 10/15] At 9 oclock with five or six autos I started for 
the Utah Copper Mine at Bingham. The party consisted of the trav- 
eling officials of the Lincoln Highway Party, 46 2 of the County Com- 
missions and newspaper reporters. The visit was to take photos of 
the mine to be shown at the Fair with other pictures of interest 
taken along the Lincoln Highway. 

[Wednesday Aug 11/15] Randolph Churchhill 4 ' called on me this 
morning and I spent considerable of the day with him. Introduced 
him to Presidency, Talmage, O F Whitney and a great many of the 
bankers and businessmen. He is here to get information about the 
state and people with a view of writing newspaper articles based 
upon his impressions and information gathered. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 12/ 15] l met at 9:30 a m with the Presidency and we 
discussed the request of Jas Pingree for settlement of the Geddes- 
Eccles case. After considering it from all sides we agreed David O 
McKay was the proper person to take the question up with Mrs. 
Geddes and her attorneys. I was to see him about it as soon as 
possible. Meeting at temple at 10 oclock. . . . 

[Friday Aug 13/15] At 8 oclock AMI went to Provo in an auto with 
Bp Nibley, D A Smith and Randolph Churchill. We called at the 
Sugar Factory at Lehi, on S L Chipman 4H of Am Fork, and had lunch 


46 In 1912 Mr. Fisher, the manufacturer of Prest-O-Lite, began to promote the 
idea of a transcontinental highway. The route would run from San Francisco past the 
Deep Creek Mountains into Salt Lake City, but in later years it would be moved north 
through Wendover and thus isolate the little communities once included in southwest 
Tooele County. For a complete discussion of its genesis, see The Lincoln Highway: The 
Story of a Crusade that Made Transportation History (New York: Dodd, Mead & Com- 
pany, 1935). 

47 Lord Randolph Henry Spencer Churchill served in British foreign service 
and later wrote for leading periodicals on political questions. 

48 Stephen L. Chipman, prominent Mormon businessman from American Fork, 
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at the Roberts Hotel Provo. After lunch drove around Mental Hos- 
pital and BYU. . . . 

[Monday Aug 16/15] Went with Churchill and arranged for an in- 
terview with the Presidency. Had a very pleasant interview and the 
early history of the church was discussed and the financial interests 
of the church up to the present time. The financial policy of the 
church was gone into in order to show the falsehoods uttered and 
written by Frank J. Cannon. . . . Attended a board meeting of the 
Herald Republican. It lost about $5000.00 during July. Ways and 
means were discussed to stop this heavy loss. It comes about by 
lack of advertisers. Something must be done to change conditions. 
Discussed with Bp Nibley the advisability of consolidating it with 
Telegram but that does not appear feasible. I am convinced we will 
have to have a new manager. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 18/15 ] . . . Pres Taft arrived shortly after 12 oclock. 
He occupied Presidential Suite at the Hotel Utah. Senator Suther- 
land and I took lunch with him. We had a very pleasant visit and 
it gave us a chance to discuss the political situation. He had many 
callers. At six oclock I took him [on] an auto ride. Had Sen Suth- 
erland, L L Nunn and Harold Smoot go with us. I spent the evening 
meeting people at the Hotel Utah. The lobby was crowded and it 
was almost like a reception in my honor. 

[Thursday Aug 19/15] ... In the evening the Bar Association gave 
a banquet at the Hotel Utah. There were present at least 500. I 
called and accompanied President Smith to the banquet. We sat 
at the head table. Sen J Hans Lewis 19 sat at my right. The service 
was first class. Speeches were brilliant and witty and were made by 
S R Thurman, 00 Sen Jas Bailey, J Hans Lewis and Pres Taft. It was 
1:30 A M before adjournment. Music was good and presiding of- 
ficer splendid. The convention was a great one, all pleased with 
treatment, all singing the praises of Utah. It has done an immense 


49 Democratic senator James Hamilton Lewis (1863-1939) of Illinois. 

50 Samuel R. Thurman (1850-1941), a boyhood friend of Smoot’s from Provo, 
attended law school at the University of Michigan and formed a partnership with 
George Sutherland and later William H. King. A life-long Democrat, Thurman was 
chief legal assistant for the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad Company and, in 1917, 
was appointed a justice of the Utah Supreme Court by Governor Bamberger. 
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amount of good. I have taken many of the delegates to call on the 
Presidency. 

[Friday Aug 20/15] I was to go to Provo today but last evening Pres 
Taft asked me to take him this morning at 1 1 oclock to call on Pres 
Smith. We called 11:15. He met Presidency and Bp Nibley. I had 
Pres Smiths auto. From Pres Smiths we went to the Lunch given 
by the Bonneville Club in honor of Taft at the Newhouse Hotel. 
A very large crowd present. Lunch was good. Simon Bamberger ’ 1 
was toastmaster and tried to be funny. He introduced Taft and 
Taft put him on the cold storage shelf. Taft made a great speech 
on the subject of our unpreparedness in case of war. The speech 
was well received. . . . 

[Saturday Aug 21/ 15] . . . Had a number of callers, among them my 
sister Ida. She wants me to send her boy Earl to Ohio to be treated 
for epilepsy. I will do so if the Doctor she thinks can cure him is 
considered reliable. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 25/15] Chas W Nibley, Ed E Jenkins, Ed Callister 
called at my office to consider again the proposition of Geo E. 
Hales to consolidate the Herald Republican with the Evening Tele- 
gram. Every phase of the proposition was discussed and finally 
agreed that we would not consolidate. Later Nibley, Jenkins and 
myself presented the question to the Presidency, all being present 
and they agreed with our decision. The loss each month is an awful 
drain but we cannot afford to let the paper quit the field. ... I 
received word that Earl Dusenberry son of my sister Ida had fell 
from a tree and died at 4 oclock, six hours after the accident. I left 
for Provo at 6:30 p m on Orem Ry. Arrived at 8:15 and went direct 
to Ida’s home. Found most of the family there. Ida was so effected 
that she could not control her feelings and the doctor had to ad- 
minister to her an opiate. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 26/15] . . . On arrival at Salt Lake City went direct 
to the 10 oclock meeting of the Presidency and Quorum at the 
Temple. O F Whitney prayed in opening and Jos FJr in circle. It 


51 Bamberger, a prominent Democrat and successful businessman, was not one 
of Smoot’s favorite politicians. Bamberger defeated Republican Nephi Morris in the 
1916 Utah gubernatorial election by a substantial margin. 
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was decided that I had better not go to Canada but remain and 
entertain Gov Brumbaugh of Pa. who arrives here with Governors’ 
party on their way to San Francisco. I left the meeting at 1 :45 p m 
and with Mr. Schramm Pres Rotary Club and Mr. Rulf met the 2:20 
Los Angeles train on which Senator Burton’' arrived. We took him 
direct to the Hotel Utah. Had a talk with him over political affairs 
and his chance to receive the Republican nomination for Presi- 
dent. At five oclock we all went for a ride around the City. At 7 
oclock we had dinner on the Roof garden of the Hotel Utah. We 
witnessed a glorious sunset and an hour later a beautiful moon 
rise. That degenerate Harry Thaw was on the roof garden at same 
time. . . . 

[Friday Aug 27/15] ... I had to leave at 1:10 to catch the train for 
Provo so did not hear Sen Burtons speech. I went to Provo on 
Orem Line. O F Whitney went with me. We arrived at Provo at 
3:15 p m. Went direct to Ida’s home to attend the funeral of her 
son Earl. ... I left Ida feeling much better than I expected. I told 
Alice Newell to get all the bills and expenses for the burial of Earl 
and I would pay them. 

[Monday Aug 30/15] Beside my regular office work I had a confer- 
ence with Harold Smoot and a Mr. Jones of Denver. They are think- 
ing of forming a partnership to do a general Stock brokerage busi- 
ness and wanted to know my opinion of it. I was unprepared to 
say what the prospects were but I would assist them all I could and 
no doubt Bp Nibley would do the same. I thought they would have 
little business for some time as most of Utah people were poor 
sellers. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 31/15] . . . The proposition of the Tribune and Her- 
ald Republican buying the Telegram was presented to me for con- 
sideration. It would get one paper out of the field. . . . 

[Friday Sept 3/15] Mr. Calvin of the Oregon Short Line Ry asked 
me for a conference and I went to his office. He stated the Tele- 
gram was in financial trouble and had to receive help or it would 


52 Former Republican senator Theodore Elijah Burton (1851-1929) of Ohio. He 
declined renomination for the senate in 1914— presumably to pursue this course of po- 
litical action. 
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fail. He thought it ought to be purchased and got out of the field. 
He stated the R R could not put money into the paper for that 
purpose but he knew the Tribune would join with us and purchase 
the Telegram. He had had an interview with Tom Kearns and told 
him he wanted Geo Sutherland elected Senator and not Simon 
Bamberger. Kearns said he was afraid Bamberger would be 
elected. I told him it was not a fear but a wish. He said the Tribune 
would support Sutherland but I do not believe it. . . . He insisted 
that Kearns owns the contract of the Tribune. I have believed a 
long time that the O S Line Ry was an owner in the paper. Calvin 
asked me if I would talk over the purchase of the Telegram with 
McKay, Mgr of the Tribune and I said I would. McKay called about 
5 oclock and we talked it over. McKay wants to join with us in pur- 
chasing the paper. We talked over the amount of indebtedness of 
the Telegram and how best to get control of it or purchase it. I 
suggested we first purchase the $100,000.00 of bonds and forclose 
them. McKay says the Telegram must get assistance or fail soon. 


[Saturday Sept 4/15] I intended to go to Provo but found I could 
not leave on account of paper situation. I told the Presidency of 
my conference with Mr. Calvin and my meeting with Mr. McKay 
of the Tribune. Bp. Nibley and the Presidency dont take well to us 
giving up the morning field to the Tribune. I dont like it myself 
and we will not do it unless forced to do so. . . . 

[Sunday Sept 5/15] After breakfast I walked from Chloes’ to Hotel 
Utah. Judge McCarty’’ walked most of the way with me and we 
discussed the political situation. He agreed with me that Governor 
Spry could not be elected again. His position in prohibition and 
the 3rd term objections will be too much for him to overcome. . . . 

[Monday Sept 6/15] This is labor day but for all that I had callers 
all day long. . . . Barber shops all closed. Mitchell asked me to shave 
myself with his safety razor. I undertook it and did it. First time I 

53 Judge William Murdock McCarty (1859-1918), educated as an attorney, en- 
tered a partnership with Samuel R. Thurman until elected judge of the Sixth Judicial 
District of Utah. 
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ever shaved myself. In the evening Allie and I attended a reception 
given by Susa Y Gates. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 9/15 ] . . . Meeting of Presidency and Quorum of 
Twelve held at the Temple at 10 oclock. All present but Hy M and 
Ivins. Lyman prayed in opening and Geo A Smith in circle. I told 
F M Lyman I was going to Portland on the 18th to speak at the 
Water Power Conference 54 . ... I met Wedgwood and paid him 
3304.98 for Guy S Eldredge’s note. Note 2500.00 Interest 804.98. 
This makes over 14,000.00 that I have paid for Guy S Eldredge.” 
He lied to me. I tried to help him and this is my reward. . . . 

[Monday Sept 13/15] This was a very busy day. Callers on business 
and the usual number of beggars. I held a conference with Sen 
Sutherland, Gov Spry, Jos Lippman, Gus Becker and Mr. Fischer. 
I decided that Gov Spry would not run for Governor for a 3rd 
term. The men present wanted to know before they were ready to 
accept how C»ov Spry regarded our opinion that he could not be 
elected Gov. again and that Utah was going to try prohibition. I 
think we convinced them we were right. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 16/15] Tried to help Grover to decide what best 
to do with the house he and Anne bought a year ago and gave 
more for it than it is worth. Has paid more than one thousand 
dollars on the place and cannot sell it for amount due on it. He 
will have to rent it [out] for Anne K cannot be left alone in it 
this winter. . . . 

[Friday Sept 1 7/15] A. llie and I were married 31 yrs ago today. Won- 
derful changes have taken place in our lives since that event. Take 
it as a whole our lives have been successful and we have had a happy 
home. God has been good to us. My greatest wish now is that Allie 
will regain her health. . . . 

[Sunday Sept 19/15] Grover brought Anne K from the hospital last 
evening against the advice of Snow. They are located at the Cornell 


54 Smoot’s address at the Western States Water Power Conference argued for 
states’ rights and resistance to federal domination. A copy can be found in Special Col- 
lections, Lee Library, under the tide “Federal Tax on Water Powers: Address and Re- 
marks by United States Senator Reed Smoot of Utah.” 

55 Smoot’s brother-in-law. 
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Apartments and rented their home. I called and had Anne send 
for the nurse she had at the Hospital and paid her for time she 
had her at the hospital and for another week as I did not want 
Anne K left alone. I also gave Grover a check for 125.00 to get him 
transportation to make his fall trip through Idaho, Montana, Ore- 
gon, Washington, Wyoming and Colorado. I told him I wanted 
him to start Monday and push things and demonstrate whether he 
could make a success of selling the lines he has or not. Grover is 
inclined to be lazy. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 23/15] Conference called to order at 9:30 a m. 56 Sen 
C D Clark of Wyo spoke upon the subject of “Duties of Govern- 
ment toward development of the West,” followed by Frank H Short 
of Fresno, Cal on “Constitutional aspects of the Ferris Bill.” At the 
conclusion of his address I offered the resolutions and moved their 
adoption. Walsh offered as a substitute his resolutions. The 
speeches began principles made by Walsh, [and] Dawson, Sen 
Clark and I closed the debate. The vote was 28 for our Resolutions 
and 7 for Walsh’s. . . . Returned to Portland and called to see Pres 
Ballard of the Mormon Mission but he was out. I visited the new 
meeting house. It is a fine one. . . . Gov Spry and Genl Wedgwood 
returning on same train. Utah took the prominent part at the Con- 
ference. We left a good impression. I was awful tired. 

[Tuesday Sept 28/15] Called on E H Callister and discussed the loss 
made by the Herald Republican during August. Something must 
be done to increase the advertisements [or] we must make a 
change. The Quorum of the Apostles met at the Temple in their 
quarterly meeting. All present but Hy M and Ivins. Each one made 
his report and spoke upon subject that was uppermost in his mind. 
Heber J. wanted the Quorum pledged to support Richard Morris 
for Mayor and stated it meant the reappointment of his Bro Fred 
Grant and a clean City. He made a lot of charges against the Herald 
Republican and Anderson and Callister. I replied to him and told 

56 Smoot was attending a conference in Portland, Oregon, on issues affecting 
the West. 

57 Richard Morris, a Democratic businessman, followed Salt Lake City mayor 
Ezra Thompson in 1902. By 1912 Morris was Commissioner of Streets and Public Im- 
provement in Salt Lake City. 
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of the guarantee that had been given that B F Grant if appointed 
Chief of Police would be Anti Smoot, Anti Federal Bunch, Anti 
Herald Republican. That Mayor Park H gave the city printing to the 
Tribune and this all after the paper [Herald] supported him. I also 
told him of the city Departments being against the Republican 
party last election and the returns in the central party of the City 
showed the work done. The reason the Herald Rep attacked B F 
Grant was on account of the nasty untrue letter he had published 
in the Tribune etc.’ 5 ' The move to pledge the Quorum was de- 
feated. Held a conference with H J Grant, S L Richards and Jos F 
Smith in relation to the appointment of a U S District Judge to fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of Judge Marshall. It was 
decided to ask Frank Nebeker to accept same. Richards claims it 
has been offered him. He certainly is better than W. W. Ray or 
Johnson of Ogden. 

[Thursday Sept 30/15 ] ... I attended meeting of the Presidency and 
twelve at 10 A M. All present but Hy M and Ivins. Talmage prayed 
in opening and Clawson in circle. Regular business attended to. 
This was the Quarterly meeting and the Sacrament was adminis- 
tered. . . . The President of the United States Woodrow Wilson 
offered an insult to our State by requesting the Governor to grant 
a respite to Jos HillstronT 0 the cold blooded murderer that has had 
a fair and impartial trial and no doubt of his guilt. The answer of 
Governor Spry to his request is a good one. See account in papers. 
I would have made it stronger. The people generally resent his 
interference. In the evening I attend the Banquet given by the Bon- 
neville Club. The dining room of the Hotel Utah was packed. La- 
dies were invited for the first time at the Club banquet. H G Whit- 
ney was toastmaster and filled the place splendidly. Emma Lucy 

58 Samuel C. Park. 

09 Although the relationship between Smoot and HeberJ. Grant was increas- 
ingly cordial, this was not true for Grant’s half-brother B. F. 

60 This was, and perhaps still is, the most celebrated murder case in Utah his- 
tory. During a period of intense anti-labor feelings, Joseph Hillstrom, of the Industrial 
Workers of the World (IWW), was arrested and convicted for the murder of a Salt 
Lake City grocer. During the ensuing trial and wait on death row, Joe Hill, as he was 
dubbed, became a cult hero to some. That Wilson would request a pardon further al- 
ienated Smoot from his presidency. See Gibbs M. Smith, Joe Hill (Salt Lake City: Uni- 
versity of Utah Press, 1969). 
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Gates sang and as well as I ever heard her. The speaker of the eve- 
ning was Harold Bell Wright the Novelist. His speech was too long 
but well prepared. I could not agree with all of it, most of it how- 
ever was good. It was more of a sermon than a speech. It was after 
1 1 oclock before adjournment. 

[Sunday Oct 3/15] . . . There were present at opening session in the 
Tabernacle 11,954. Pres Smith spoke for one hour although he 
expected to speak but a few minutes. He announced that the Presi- 
dency and Twelve had decided to build a temple at Laie, Hawaiian 
Islands if the conference approved of it. It was unanimously agreed 
to. He told of the dedication of the ground. ... A good conference. 
Immediately after meeting I met the following men in my office. 
Bp Nibley, John Hart, Mark Austin and a State Senator from Idaho. 
John Hart was spokesman. He wanted Utah and Idaho to unite on 
Senator Borah for the nomination on the Republican ticket for the 
President. I told him I could not at present. I was going to do all 
in my power to secure the nomination of Elihu Root and I believed 
he will accept the nomination if it is virtually given unanimously 
to him by the convention. I would support Borah for Vice Presi- 
dent if Root is nominated for President. 61 At least I would not agree 
to support Borah at present. . . . Had lunch at Chloes, and also 
dinner. I wrote to Allie in the evening and decided to speak upon 
thrift at the conference. 

[Monday Oct 4/15] . . . Pres Lund was the only one of the quorum 
called on to day to speak. Bp Nibley spoke in the afternoon and 
the balance of the time was given to Presidents of Stakes and mis- 
sions. The speeches were well received and some of them very spir- 
ited. At the close of meeting this afternoon Pres Smith gave notice 
that more of the Stake Presidents would be called on Wednesday 
the last day of the conference. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 5/15] Dictated letters until 10 oclock and then went 
to the Special priesthood meeting held in the Assembly Hall. It 
lasted until 12:30. Speakers were Pres Smith, Lund, Penrose, Ly- 


61 Boran not only befriended Mormons— a major departure from former Idaho 
senator Fred Dubois’s poisoned attacks— but, because of his national stature, prom- 
ised to place Idaho on the political map. 
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man and J G Kimball. The subject of still born children was dis- 
cussed and Bro Penrose stated that the Lord had not revealed what 
would become of them and he did not know. Saints should be sat- 
isfied to leave the question to the Lord. Bro Lyman took issue with 
Bro Penrose. He believes that as soon as conception takes place it 
becomes a soul and will grow to full stature in the world to come. 
Had given a still born child of his a name and expected it to be the 
same as his other children in the life to come. Pres Smith sup- 
ported Bro Penrose and told Bro Lyman he could believe as he 
wanted to but no such doctrine had been revealed by the Lord. 

. . I met with seven or eight of the representatives of the Western 
Beet Sugar Factories at my office at 1:30 p m. Among them 
Clarence Hamlin, J Ross Clark, C W Nibley etc. I asked them for 
25,000.00 to assist the Republican Publicity Asso and gave them 
the reasons why. They agreed to present the question to the rep- 
resentatives at present holding a conference in Salt Lake City. 
Later I was told the request would no doubt be granted. In the 
evening I attended a banquet given by the Utah-Idaho Sugar Co 
at the Hotel Utah in honor of the visiting delegates. I was the prin- 
cipal speaker. I made a straight Republican speech. I stated [that 
in] the present administration the free sugar clause would be ex- 
tended not because of any love it had for sugar but because of an 
empty treasury. Declared there was not a moment that Our Coun- 
try had been in danger of becoming involved in the European war 
as there were one hundred million American people opposed to 
it. Spoke of the real causes of the war. Was heartily congratulated 
upon my remarks by those present. . . . 

[Thursday Oct 7/15] . . . All present but Hy M Smith and D O 
McKay. Pres Lund prayed in opening and Ivins in circle. No ap- 
pointments for next Sunday. At 2 oclock the meeting asked for by 
me for the discussion of the troubles between Smoot Investment 
Co and the men of the Big Horn Stake who purchased the Grist 
mill in 1905. There were present besides myself, Geo F Richards, 


62 This remains a theological conundrum. There are three points of view as to 
when the spirit or life enters the body: at conception, at birth, or at the “quickening” 
when a woman feels the fetus move. LDS leaders have leaned toward the latter and, 
by extension, the resurrection of stillborns. See Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine 
(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, Inc., 1958), 693-94. 
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Jos F Smith Jr, Jas E Talmage, O P Smoot, C A Glazier, Dr. Geo E 
Robinson, Partridge Pres Bighorn Stake, O P Hatch and his 
brother. Partridge made the opening statement which was a very 
fair one. I recited the history of the sale of the mill and read letters 
of J W Crosby to prove what I stated. Both Hatchs spoke as well as 
C A Glazier. It was so apparent that an effort on the part of Crosby 
and Welsh to charge me untruthfully with wrong doing that all 
agreed I had done nothing but with a view to help them. It was J. 
W. Crosby that had mislead them and caused the misunderstand- 
ing. I was exonerated. Geo F Richards and Talmage were against 
us but they were convinced today that I was right. . . . 

[Thursday Oct 14/15] Train run on time all day. 63 No one on the 
train that I cared to talk with. Was a lonesome day. Traveling was 
nice as it was cool and no dust. I read most of the day. Went to 
bed early. Wired Brownie I will reach Chicago to morrow. I am 
sick of reading about Wilsons engagement to Mrs. Galt ’ 4 and what 
he and she are doing. 6 ’ 

[Sunday Oct 17/15 ] I went to the office at 10 oclock. Julian W 
Thomas wanted to remain another year in my office but I told him 
he could not as I had promised Mr. Wright of Ogden the place 
when he wrote me he would return this October. I told Julian I 
would request Wright to allow him to draw the salary up until Nov 
1st as he did not have enough money to get home with. Later in 
the day Wright agreed to this. The Utah Association met at my 
office and organized for the coming year. About 20 new young 
men are here this year and all want a position. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 23/15] R W Young arrived with a view of securing if 
possible the appointment as U S District Judge to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Judge Marshall. The Attorney General 
states he does not intend to appoint Young as he holds a high 
Church position. Young hopes to be able to convince him his po- 
sition is wrong. . . . 


63 Smoot was en route to Washington, D.C., for the upcoming session. 

64 Edith Bolling Galt (1872-1961). 

65 Following the death of Wilson’s wife, his engagement and “sparking” activi- 
ties were deemed by Smoot and others as inappropriate for a president. 
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[Sunday Oct 24/15] ...RW Young reported his interview with the 
Attorney General respecting his appointment to the vacancy [of] 
U S Dist Judge for Utah. He was granted a respectful hearing but 
with little prospects for success. He is charged with being too high 
an officer in the Mormon Church. Young reminded him of [the 
limited] duties of [the] President of a Stake and that he would re- 
sign if appointment was to be considered. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 26/15] Tried to get positions for a number of Utah 
men who are here attending school. Hardly any of them have taken 
the Civil Service examination and it is hard to get them placed. . . . 

[Friday Oct 29/15] The Attorney General 1 ’ 1 ' asked me to call on him 
to day and discuss the question of who best to appoint as U S Dist 
Judge for Dist of Utah. I called on him at 11 oclock. I soon learned 
the real object of interview was to tell me he was going to recom- 
mend T D Johnson of Ogden. I told himjohnson was not the best 
man and gave him my reasons. I mentioned Nebeker but it devel- 
oped that “no Mormon need apply.” I wrote R W Young giving an 
account of my visit. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 30/15] . . . The Franklin Auto people brought a new 
closed car for me to examine and tried to sell it to me. I told them 
I had not fully decided what kind of Auto I would buy. . . . 

[Saturday Nov 6/15 ] Received a telegram from H J Grant and others 
asking me to give one thousand dollars to wards purchasing the 
Valley House Corner for the Interurban Depot for Electric roads 
at Salt Lake City, Utah. I agreed to do so if that was my fair pro- 
portion. . . . 

[Monday Nov 8/15] . . . Received a letter from C W Nibley advising 
me he had taken up the question of the Deseret News being so 
strongly democratic with H G Whitney and Editor Bourne. Made 
very little headway. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 9/15] Received a letter from Senator Gallinger 68 en- 


66 Thomas Watt Gregory. 

67 This was one of the senator’s pet peeves with the Wilson administration: 
Smoot could no longer influence appointments, especially of church members. 

68 Republican senator Jacob Harold Gallinger (1837-1918) of New Hampshire. 
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dosing newspaper clipping giving an account of a meeting on Bos- 
ton Commons had by that Anarchist Elton for purpose of de- 
nouncing the Mormon Church and courts of Utah for conviction 
of Hills trom of murder and passing resolutions that all present and 
the I W W organization members should write protests to Pres 
Wilson, Gov Spry and myself. I have been receiving letters and 
telegrams protesting and asking me to use my influence in Hill- 
strom’s behalf. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 11/15] . . . Receiving many telegrams and letters 
protesting against the execution of Hillstrom. 

[Friday Nov 12/15]] D VanWagoner my secretary arrived. Was glad 
because the work has been too much for other two assistants to 
handle. Had a great many letters to answer. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 16/15] . . . We drove direct to the Biltmore Hotel. 
Sen Crane had reserved room 1516 for us. As soon as we could 
wash and dress we went to Crane’s room #1635 for dinner. Mrs. 
Crane was with him. She is looking fine, I never saw her when she 
looked so well. Crane is in very poor health. Has a touch of brights 
disease and he can hardly eat anything. Weights only 112 pounds. 
He claims he is better than he had been for some time past. Dinner 
was served in his rooms. After dinner we spent the balance of eve- 
ning in discussing politics. I read him the interview I had prepared 
for the N Y Sun and he was well pleased with it. We decided not 
to publish it at present. Discussed the chances of all the candidates 
and concluded that as things stand to day Root or Hughes would 
receive the nomination. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 1 7/15] After breakfast Allie and I called on Doctor 
Eugene Fuller by appointment. He received us immediately on ar- 
rival and made a thorough examination of Allie after questioning 
her for about one half hour regarding her past life and sickness. 
After examination he suggested that she call again tomorrow 
morning and he would have Dr. West a Specialist on the womb 
make an examination of her and see if he agreed with his conclu- 
sions in her case. He felt quite encouraged over Allies condition 
and thought she would be alright after the change of life was com- 
plete. ... I then called on Sen Root at his office at 31 Nausau St. 
I explained to him my views of the situation and believed he would 
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be nominated for Presidency by the Rep Convention providing [he 
would agree to] refus[e] to accept same. I read him the interview 
I had prepared and told him after the National Committee met 
there ought to be interviews published for leading Republicans 
from every State. I did not want him to become a candidate but I 
did not want him to refuse the nomination if it came to him after 
the break came from the other candidates. He promised me if 
there was a real demand for his nomination while he did not want 
to be President and would not become a candidate he would not 
refuse it. Had a very pleasant interview with him and a very satis- 
factory one. . . . John W. Young met me early this morning and 
told me of the great contracts he had secured for furnishing the 
Allies with munitions of war. He would make more than a million 
dollars and had put me down as interested in the transaction. It 
was to be kept quiet and I was to receive one hundred thousand 
dollars as my share of the profits. I told him I wanted nothing to 
do with it and would not accept one cent. I thanked him for the 
offer but I wanted nothing to do with the proposition. He thought 
I ought to have it because of the great expense I was put to in 
defending my right to a seat in the Senate. I told him I did not 
want to talk any further about the proposition I was not interested 
in it in any way. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 18/15] I took Allie to Dr. Fullers right after break- 
fast. Dr. West was there. He made an examination of her and rec- 
ommended that we follow the instructions given by Dr. Ralph 
Richards and wear the ring furnished her by him to assist in keep- 
ing her womb in place. Did not think it wise to operate. Dr. Fuller 
gave her a prescription for medicine for her stomach. ... I called 
to see Simon Guggenheim and went for an Auto ride with him. 
We discussed the political situation over. He stated if I had failed 
of re-election the Guggenheims had concluded to try and secure 
my services for they needed me greatly in their business affairs. I 
met Chas D Hilles and talked over the Root campaign with him 
and told him that Young and Beer were boosting T Coleman Du- 
Pont' 9 for the nomination. He was pleased with my report of my 
visit to Root. . . . 


69 DuPont, scion of the prominent DuPont family, never became a serious 
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[Friday Nov 19/15] At 1 oclock this morning the telephone rang 
and I answered it. I had a headache and was not sleeping very 
sound. The caller was a woman. She asked me if I had received 
a letter from a Mrs. Platt or Pratt I could not tell which over the 
phone. I told her yes I remembered of receiving such a letter it 
was in behalf of Hillstrom the murderer. She commenced to 
argue his innocence and the testimony and I told her it would be 
useless to follow that farther and she demanded that I telephone 
Gov Spry requesting a stay of Hillstrom’s execution which takes 
place this morning in Utah. I told her I could not nor would [I] 
do so. She wanted to come to the Hotel with another woman 
and see me but I refused. She then told me her name was Mrs. 
Cram and that I could save Hillstrom and I only and pleaded 
that I would do so. I told her I could not and any interference 
on my part would be resented and rightfully by the State offi- 
cials. I listened to her for 25 minutes and then had to shut her 
off. The occurrence worried Allie. 

[Saturday Nov 20/15] Hillstrom executed yesterday morning and 
no violence against State officials reported. A great many papers 
criticized the President interference. . . . 

[Monday Nov 29/15] The Packard Auto Co promised me if I 
would buy a twin-six Auto they could deliver it by Dec 11/15. 
The Franklin Co will make a delivery at once if I would buy a 
Franklin Limozine. . . . 

[Thursday Dec 2/15] . . . The Democrats are having a hard time 
agreeing in caucus on the officers of the Senate and change in 
rules. Some feeling is manifest among them. I wrote to Henry Ford 
in answer to his Peace letter sent me. 7 ” 

[Sunday Dec 5/15] I spent the morning at the office. After dinner 
we took the children to the Zoo as this was the last day they would 
be here to see the animals. Baby Chas Reed and little Alice was 
very happy. I went for a walk while the rest of the family went for 
an Auto ride. Harold and Alice with children left for home on the 
6:15 Pennsylvania Ry. They had the drawing room. Baby Chas 


contender. 

70 This exchange is not extant. 
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Reed cried all the way to the depot. He cried more and harder than 
I ever heard him. He was alright as soon as he got settled in the 
sleeper. We began our meetings this evening. Held at my home. 
Meeting at 7 pm. We had about 50 present. Very close attention 
was given to what was said. Speakers were Bro Pratt of Salt Lake 
and myself. Net Eastman and her husband were present. 

[Sunday Dec 12/15] l was at the office until one oclock. Frank Short 
called and we discussed the conservation bills introduced this ses- 
sion. Left the office at one oclock with Senator Townsend and went 
to the home of Sen Lippett for dinner. There were at the dinner 
Senators Root, Harding, Sutherland, Weeks, Nelson, Brandgeger, 
Wadsworth, Works, Clerk Curtis, McCumber, Gallnger Colt and 
myself. I left at 3:15 p m and attended the meeting at the Belasco 
Theatre of the Woman Suffrages a session of their Convention. 
Senator Sutherland, Congressman Mondell, Mrs. Belmont and 
others spoke. The session lasted three hours. Mrs Margaret Zane 
Witcher Cherderm of Salt Lake City presided. A great sum of 
money was collected for the cause of Woman Suffrage. 

[Thursday Dec 16/15] The letters from home indicate politics are 
lively and all kind of combinations are being talked over. Sen Suth- 
erland is anxious over the situation I told him I would not return 
to Utah if I was him. Things would be in a more settled condition 
in a few months. He should get some one to look after his interests. 
A great deal of talk over the report that Gov Spry intends to run 
for a third term, also that he is out for the Senate. . . . 

[Saturday Dec 18/15] I fell yesterday morning as 1 was leaving the 
house by my feet slipping from under me. The sidewalk was cov- 
ered with a sheet of ice. My wrist and shoulder were hurt and it 
shook me up considerably. I was very sore this morning. The Sen- 
ate adjourned last night until Jan 4th/ 16. I was very busy today 
with callers, beggers and dictating letters. Tonight Pres Wilson and 
Mrs Galt were married. A great deal of talk about it and most of 
it by way of criticism. Most of the people think he has acted foolish 
over the affair even before his engagement. Very cold. 

[Sunday Dec 19/15] Everybody seems to be relieved since Wilson’s 
marriage and hoping the papers will let up on his silly acts. It is 
said “An old fool is the biggest fool of all.” . . . 
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[Monday Dec 20/15 ] . . . Was very busy at the office and with callers. 
Politics in Utah is beginning to boil and all kind of reports are 
reaching me. It is reported Gov Spry is going to make a fight for 
nomination as Governor and also it is claimed he will run for Sena- 
tor. E R Callister and Ed Loose out for Governor etc. Sutherland 
is very much worried over reports. The Democrats are disgusted 
with Wilsons actions respecting his engagement, sparking and 
marriage. . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 21/15] Senator Cummins called to see me to have a 
heart to heart talk with me on the political situation and his can- 
didacy for the Presidency. I told him I thought that Justice Hughes 
would receive the nomination if he would accept it and gave him 
my reasons for thinking so. He stated if Crane, Hiller and myself 
were in favor of Hughes he would withdraw in his favor. He also 
stated if Roosevelt was going to be a candidate it would greatly 
change his plans. I told him I did not think Roosevelt would be a 
candidate and I did not think he could be nominated. . . . 

[Sunday Dec 26/15] I was at the office for an hour. Walked most of 
the way from home to office. It was a fine morning. I took baby 
Seth to the Zoo and showed him all the animals. He was greatly 
interested in them and particularly the Chimpanzee. After dinner 
went for a ride. In the evening Allie and I called on the Sutherlands. 
Jas E Talmage arrived to attend the Pan-American Convention. I 
called to see him. . . . 

[Monday Dec 27/15 ] ... In the evening Allie and I attend the recep- 
tion given by Secy of State and Mrs. Lansing in honor of the Dele- 
gates to the Pan American Convention. A large crowd present. 
James E Talmage attended. I introduced him to a number of lead- 
ing men. My new twin six Packard Auto arrived. 
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[Contempt for Common 
People and Democrats] 


[Saturday Jan 1/16] . . . Brownie arranged to return home tomor- 
row at 6:15 p m. Brownie is not satisfied with his work and wants 
a change. He is very unsettled and I am afraid if he gets home he 
will go back to his old habits. I told him I would talk over his future 
with Mr. Nunn when he next comes to Washington. His trip here 
cost me 150.00. . . . 

[Sunday Jan 2/16] ... I called at the Raleigh Hotel at one oclock 
and took James E Talmage home for dinner. We had a talk over 
conditions at home while waiting for dinner to be prepared. After 
dinner I took Talmage by previous appointment to the American 
University Mass and Nebraska Aves to meet Madame Mountford 
and see her collection of Egyptian costumes and relics used by her 
in her lectures on the Holy Land. Brownie drove us there. We met 
her at 4 oclock. I was surprised at the extent of her collection. She 
explained each garment to us and what it represented. She wants 
the Church to buy the collection for the Deseret Museum. Talmage 
says she wants an exorbitant price. . . .' 

[Monday Jany 3/16] Had Tom sell the old car. He got only 175.00. 
It was in good condition although we had used it for six years. We 
are very lonesome with baby Seth, Brownie and Anita gone. The 


1 Talmage was in Washington, D.C., to attend the Second Pan American Scien- 
tific Congress, of which he was a delegate, involving twenty-one countries. 
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house is so still. Allie not so well. She has over done during the 
holidays. . . . Gave an interview on the sinking of the steamer Persia 
to N Y and Chicago papers. Americans have no right to travel on 
ships of the Belligerent nations. They have a right to risk their own 
lives but not when it involves our country with other nations. No 
true American will do it. Austrian submarines are very active the 
last week. Reported two more vessels torpedoed to day with great 
loss of life. . . . 

[Friday Jany 7/16] ... I wired Chloe I would send her $100.00 to 
enable her and babies to come to Washington. She will remain 
with us for three or four months. Allie was sick in bed all day with 
severe pains in her head. I took Zella with me to the reception 
given by Pres and Mrs. Wilson at the White House at 9:30 p m. An 
immense crowd attended. As large as I ever saw at the White 
House. It was the first appearance of the new Mrs. Wilson. . . . 

[Saturday Jany 8/16 ] ... I introduced a bill creating a Military Avia- 
tion Academy to be located within the State of Utah. 2 Senate met 
at 12 oclock. Philippine Bill discussed the whole day after the 
morning hour. . . . Several times the last few days I have turned 
dizzy and almost blind. I could hardly stand. It comes from my 
stomach, I am sure. Have taken a large dose of physic. 

[Saturday Jany 15/16] . . . Mrs Funk called and we discussed the 
Women Suffrage 1 Resolution and the question of National prepar- 
edness. 4 She is ready to speak for it in all parts of the country. Allie 
and I went to the station and met Chloe and two boys. Baby Reed 


- This bill was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and really never 
went anywhere. See Congressional Record, 64th Cong, 1st sess., 1916, 53, pt. 1:702. 

3 Smoot initially opposed women’s suffrage. His concern was not necessarily 
with its passage as much as it was with the rapidity of change. Also, women’s rights 
groups had protested his senate seat. In a letter to friend and activist Susa Young 
Gates, he spoke of the tactics used by suffragists: “These modern methods . . . hurt 
rather than help.” Nevertheless he predicted that the movement would become “uni- 
versal in this country as sure as the sun will shine the coming morn .... I have never 
done anything to block or retard its growth. I would like to see that growth come 
gradually without undue force or fanatacism of any sort.” Smoot to Gates, 16 June 
1913, Smoot Papers, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, 

Provo, Utah. 

4 The Women’s Peace Party organized by Jane Addams and Carrie Chapman 
Catt sought to slow the country’s war mobilization. 
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looks very pale and shows his sickness. He is suffering with leakage 
of the heart. Chloe looks thin and poorly. Baby Jack is well. First 
time we have seen him. He looks a little like Ernest when he was 
a baby. Zella is 16 yrs old to-day. 

[Sunday Jany 16/16] . . . Harold telephoned me from New York 
that Jones his partner had wired him thatjos Butde had delivered 
to him but 30,000.00 of the 6% ten years Gold notes of the Utah 
Securities Co instead of the 40,000.00 I instructed him by wire and 
claims there is not more than the 30,000.00. If such is the case the 
shortage has been stolen. I wired to Buttle Jones and Anne K. This 
is the first time papers have been missed from my safety deposit 
box. It has worried me greatly. . . . 

[Tuesday Jany 18/16] . . . Received telegrams from Jos Buttle, Ed G 
Jones and Harold informing me that all my gold notes were found. 
The information was a great relief for I could not believe any of 
them had been stolen. . . . 

[Saturday Jany 22/16] . . . Held a conference with the Fish Commis- 
sioner and it was finally decided to build the Federal Hatchery at 
Springville 3 and I so wired to Loose and Boosters Club of 
Springville. . . . 

[Monday Jany 24/ 16] Extended an invitation in behalf of Commer- 
cial Club of Salt Lake to the President to include Salt Lake City in 
his intended visit to the West next month. He will consider it pro- 
viding he makes the trip. . . . 

[Friday Jany 28/ 16] The President spoke last night on [war] prepar- 
edness at New York and a couple of other short addresses. His 
friends were disappointed greatly. He is trying to get on every side 
of every question. Nearly every one in the United States was dumb- 
founded on learning of the appointment of Louis D Brandeis as 
Associate member of the Supreme Court of the U.S. Many Sena- 
tors predicted he would not be confirmed. Very unpopular and 
unwise appointment. Brandies desires above all else Advertise- 
ment and money. Many state it is a prostitution of the Supreme 


5 Springville, Utah, is about five miles southeast of Provo. The fish hatchery is 
still in operation today. 
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Court. 5 6 Had W H King to dinner. He says he does not intend to 
run for the Senate. 7 

[Sunday Jany 30/16] ... I saw Sen Sutherland about the political 
situation at home. Read him a letter I received from Bp Nibley and 
a telegram from Ed Loose. Loose reports Gov Spry will not go to 
Washington[.] I hardly thought he would when I asked Ed Loose 
to see him and both arrange to come to Washington particularly 
if he had decided to run for Governor again. I ought to go home 
and straighten things out but it looks next to impossible for me to 
leave here. 

[Sunday Feby 6/16] . . . Had a delegation of Indians from Montana 
call on me at my home. Two of them were members of the 
Church[,] the other one was Mountain Chief. They want the Gov- 
ernment to advance the Blackfoot Indians one million dollars to 
purchase cattle and take a part of their land as security. Meeting 
held at 7 oclock. About 60 present. Had four non-members pre- 
sent. Speakers were Shirley Jones and myself. The three Indians 
were present. 

[Wednesday Feby 9/16] . . . Attended the banquet given in honor of 
the Commander-in-chief of the G.A.R. by the Dept of the Potomac, 
held at the New Ebbett Hotel at 7:30 p m. As I entered the recep- 
tion room I was introduced as the old soldiers truest friend. . . . 
Speakers w[ere] the Commander in chief, Senator Johnson and I 
was next speaker but did not quite finish when the President ar- 
rived. The President was well received. Made a short speech and 
immediately left. . . . Did not get home until nearly one oclock. 
Just before I began to speaking word was brought to the Banquet 
Hall that Secy of War L M Garrison and his Assistant Genl Breck- 
enridge had resigned. It created a great deal of surprise and all was 
asking why. The President did not show any concern over it in his 


5 Brandeis, German-born and Harvard-educated, made a reputation as the “peo- 
ple’s attorney” espousing unpopular social causes. He had a great grasp of facts and 
portrayed them powerfully in court. He had long been a favorite of Wilson. But as 
Smoot predicted, his road to confirmation would be rocky, narrowly surviving an at- 
tack from the bar association. 

' He did run and defeated George Sutherland much to Smoot’s chagrin. 

Smoot, since his boyhood days and into his early senate years, distrusted King and his 
motives. 
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short talk. There has been friction between the Pres and the Secy 
for sometime over Preparedness and the giving up of the Philip- 
pines. Garrison would not allow the President to make him the 
scapegoat on the Continental Army proposition." 

[Friday Feby 11/16 ] . . . Everyone expresses regret at the resignation 
of Secy of War. He was the best man in the Cabinet. Garrison be- 
lieves a man’s word should be worth something and cannot feel at 
ease with the President and his rubber stamp clerks designated [as] 
Cabinet officers. The House of Representatives stands by the Presi- 
dent because Garrison in his letter to the President stated mem- 
bers of the House were ignorant of the real needs of the country 
for an army. . . . 

[Saturday Feby 12/16] . . . He [L. L. Nunn] feels every one is against 
him and he stands no chance of success in Utah as he does not 
stand in with the Mormon people. I resented any such statement 
but made no impression on him. He says he expects to leave. He 
is very bitter against Ed Loose and Gov Spry for going in the Auto 
Business in Provo in opposition to him. He claims he was trying 
to give work to young men and even that was now threatened. He 
thinks an advantage has been taken of hint. 8 9 Received a telegram 
from C W Nibley that he and Loose would arrive here to morrow 
morning. 

[Sunday Feby 13/16] ... I arrived at the depot at 10:15 A M and 
found that the 10:25 train had arrived before 10 oclock ahead of 
time. I found C W Nibley and daughter and C E Loose waiting. I 
had an appointment made for a meeting of Nibley, Loose, Suther- 
land and Howell and myself at my office at 10 oclock. Loose, Nibley 
and I went direct from the depot to my office. We immediately 
entered into consideration of the political situation at home and 
to map out a plan for the coming campaign and particularly the 


8 Secretary of War Lindley M. Garrison had long fought for a Continental 
Army idea for national defense. After Wilson returned from his honeymoon, the 
House Military Affairs Committee forced his hand and he scrapped the Continental 
Army scheme in favor of the “federalization of the National Guard.” 

9 Nunn was a life-long friend of Smoot who invested with him in mining, water, 
and other reclamation projects and took an active part in rehabilitating his wayward 
son Harlow. Smoot tried to console him, but this appears to be the nadir of Nunn’s 
depression. 
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question of who shall be the nominee for Governor also a prohi- 
bition plank. ... I took Loose and Nibley to dinner. At 3:30 p m 
all were present. During the day we discussed the political condi- 
tion, the different factions, the feelings between Geo Spry and his 
friends and Ed Callister and his friends, a most unfortunate con- 
dition. The question of prohibition and a candidate for Governor. 
A reuni[on] of the party by bringing the progressives back to the 
party. We finally decided that Robert Anderson of Manti was the 
proper person to nominate for Governor and all agreed to it. 
About twenty men were discussed for the place. We could not 
agree upon the exact wording of the plank of Prohibition but did 
agree upon the fundamental principle. We also thought Gov Spry 
ought to be secured to manage the Herald Republican and offered 
400.00 per month and when the paper paid expenses he was to 
receive 500.00 and all gains or profits he was to be given 25% . . . 

[Thursday Feby 1 7/16] Held a conference with Nephi L Morris and 
it was very satisfactory. He wants the Republicans and progressives 
to get together in Utah and I agreed with him. We discussed the 
platform provisions for this fall campaign and virtually agreed 
upon subjects to cover and how. We agreed it would be best to 
have someone to run for Governor but I told him I did not think 
it wise for him to undertake to secure the nomination this fall. I 
asked him to see Nibley and Loose on his return home and get a 
number of the leading Republicans and progressives together and 
agree upon certain fundamental principles before the date of the 
Convention. I assured him there was a feeling on the part of the 
Republicans to get together and both factions be represented on 
the State and County tickets. . . . 10 

[Sunday Feby 20/16] ... I was at the office until one oclock when 
Allie and the two babies called for me with the Auto. We went for 
a ride down the river. After dinner baby Reed and I went to the 
Zoo. Reed on his tricyle and I walked. Reed lost control of his wheel 
and nearly met with an accident. A boy caught him before he fell 
from the wheel. Allie with Chloe and baby Jack called for us and 
we went for a ride through the Park. Meeting at 7 oclock. Unusual 


10 Morris and the party opted to ignore Smoot’s advice and Morris became the 
candidate in 1916, losing to Simon Bamberger 78,000 to 60,000. 
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number present. Speakers were J Reuben Clark and Elder Jones 
of Baltimore. 

[Wednesday Feby 23/16] . . . Mr. Relf of the National Republican 
Committee called to see me. He told me Thos Kearns called about 
one week ago at the office to see Mr. Hilles and Mr. Hilles was not 
present. He asked Relf to let Mr. Hilles know he would be in New 
York and wanted to see him. He stated he was the representative 
of Gov Spry and was anti-Smoot. He wanted to know what Mr. 
Hilles wanted from the delegates of Utah to the Republican Na- 
tional Committee. That Governor Spry and he would control the 
convention and if he wanted delegates instructed or go to the con- 
vention uninstructed he could have them. I received a letter from 
Bp Nibley and I never was so disappointed in a report as it con- 
tained. Instead of telling Gove Spry and Ed Callister what we 
agreed upon at the Conference held a week ago last Sunday he left 
it for Ed Loose to report. Ed Loose was only asked to see Anderson 
and Nibley was to see the Governor and Callister and tell them of 
the arrangements. It was a complete backdown and I am so fearful 
of the results. Nibley and Pres Smith left Sunday for Honolulu. I 
wired Gov Spry as follows: “Understand you will visit Washington 
some[time soon.] utmost importance that a conference be held 
with you. When will you be here.” I am fearful Gov Spry will an- 
nounce his candidacy for a third term before I can see him or 
Nibley returns from the islands. 

[Monday Mar 6/16] . . . The Governor, Joe Eldredge and Geo 
Becker called on Sutherland and they asked me in. We agreed to 
hold a meeting at my home at 7:30 p m. I had Gov & Mrs. Spry 
and Joe Eldredge to dinner. Becker was not feeling well and did 
not come. After dinner a conference was held at which Sutherland, 
Becker, Eldredge and myself were present. Gov. and Eldredge 
were sore and criticised every one that did not agree with him. 
Rehearsed all the reports he had heard Callister and Anderson had 
said of him. He was not going to run on a prohibition plank and 
intimated that unless he was re-nominated the gentiles and inde- 
pendent young mormons would begin a new party, anti mormon 
in its principle. We talked until 11 oclock but no conclusion was 
reached and no good feelings existed. Gov agreed to meet me at 


307 


my office at 9:30 A M to morrow. A very unsatisfactory meeting. 
Joe Eldredge" is the trouble maker. 

[Tuesday Mar 7/16] I did not sleep much last night for I cannot see 
how we are going to avoid an open rupture with the Governor. I 
told him no party could be successful in Utah declaring against 
prohibition. No equivocation will be allowed and I did not think 
if Gov was nominated he would be elected on account of his pro- 
hibition position and the 3rd term question. I am sure the Gov did 
not like it and resented it in last nights conference. At 9:45 A M 
Governor called and we talked until 1 1 :45. We had a heart to heart 
talk and I softened his heart and he felt better than last night. No 
definite decision was arrived at as I had to go to the Senate. We 
went over the past and explained some misunderstandings be- 
tween us and I recited to him what Tom Kearns had said to Mr. C 
D Relf of the Republican Nat Committee representing that he was 
a representative of the Governor. That he and the Gov would con- 
trol the next State Convention and the politics of the State. He 
professed great friendship and stated there would be no split be- 
tween us. . . . After lunch I took the Gov, Becker and Eldredge to 
my room in the Capital and we began the discussion of politics 
and it soon developed it was useless to continue and I asked them 
to leave the question to the Governor and myself. The Governor 
was again under the influence of Eldredge and Becker and would 
not agree to anything unless it was the program of Eldredge and 
Becker. He showed a strong feeling against Sutherland and stated 
if Sutherland wanted to work with the Prohibitionists he could but 
he would not and would fight anyone who did. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 9/16] . . . Had a talk with Joe Eldredge and sug- 
gested that Gov Spry run for Congress. Joe was greatly modified 
in the demands that the Gov be renominated and the Prohibition 
plan be a submission of the question for a constitutional amend- 
ment. He wanted me to know that whatever happened he would 
still support me and whatever Gov Spry and I agreed upon would 
be satisfactory to him. . . . 

[Friday Mar 10/16] . . . Howell reported to me that the Gov dis- 


11 Eldredge was the editor for the Ogden Standard Examiner. 
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cussed the political situation with him and he felt we were trying 
to eliminate him from Politics. He did not take to the proposition 
of his managing the Herald Republican and seemed to be dissat- 
isfied with the conditions. . . . Last night [Pancho] Villa 1 ' and 400 
of his followers crossed the border into New Mexico at Columbus 
and attacked the people of the City and killed some 16 Americans 
and then withdrew. American troops at Columbus followed and 
killed a great many Mexicans. Everybody is talking intervention. 
The Secy of State telephoned me early stating the Mormon Colo- 
nists were in grave danger as Villa was making for the mountains 
and would possibly pass through Casas Grandes where the colo- 
nists were located and if he did no doubt would murder them all. 
I sent two telegrams to Pres J.F. Smith informing him of the situ- 
ation and asking him to order the colonists to leave Mexico at 
once." See copies of telegram. Senator Stone" called and told me 
of the situation as told him by the Secy of State and we discussed 
the whole Mexican situation. Stone is not in accord with the Presi- 
dents pas[t] Mexican policy. I agree we should handle the present 
situation without an outbreak in the Senate. Evening papers re- 
ported the danger the Mormon Colonists were in. The President 
decided to send the American Army into Mexico to get Villa dead 
or alive. 

[Sunday Mar 12/16] . . . Gov Spry came at 10:45 and we talked poli- 
tics until 1:30 p m. We did not come to any definite conclusion as 
to the Governor running for a third term but I told him of the 
serious difficulties that would have to be met and overcome if he 
was elected and I was fearful he could not be. I told him of the 
advantages of his accepting the management of the Herald Repub- 
lican but he wants to consider the whole matter. When I suggested 
to him to run for Congress he told me he had promised A R Barnes 
to support him for that place. We had no ill feelings in all that was 
said for both of us realized the serious situation of political affairs 


12 This was retaliation for President Wilson’s recognition of the Carranza gov- 
ernment. 

13 Northern Mexico (Sonora and Chihuahua) was home for about 4,000 Anglo- 
American Mormons. Their eventual exile caused not only severe economic loss but 
tremendous social dislocation as well. 

14 William Stone. 
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in Utah. The Gov did say he did not intend nor would he allow a 
break between us. I told him of Ream’s visit to Republican Head- 
quarters. ... I asked the Gov if he had any intention of cooperating 
with Kearns politically and he said emphatically no. After dinner 
I took Gov and Mrs. Spry for a long ride into Maryland. . . . 

[Wednesday Mar 22/16] ... I received a telegram from Ed Callister 
as follows: Tribune article on Gov Sprys return says in glaring head- 
lines that “Gov Spry will not be intimidated[;] unalarmed by Wash- 
ington dictations^] returns from eastern trip with declarations that 
he is willing to fight.” Gov says personally in tribune that “I propose 
to work out my own political destiny and if a good fight is wanted 
I may get in it, I wont be intimidated.” I called in Sen Sutherland 
and discussed the telegram. Very unfortunate if the report is true. 

[Thursday Mar 23/16] ... I received a telegram from C W Nibley 
as follows: “Gov returned yesterday noon has not called or phoned. 
Callister wired you his Tribune interview. If he calls will wire you 
result of interview. Dont you think situation serious enough for 
you to come here.” I answered Nibley in code message. “You re- 
quest Governor for conference outlined my letter. Wire results. 
Be kind to him. Bring about conference. A most serious situation 
exists. God grant success.” 

[Friday Mar 31/16] Arrived at New York seven oclock A M. Had 
breakfast at the depot. Then went to the Waldorf Hotel to meet 
Nibley. ... I went from there to 56 Maiden Lane and spent an hour 
and half with Hilles the Chairman Nat Committee. He told me 
what Gov Spry said at his recent call on him. He told Hilles about 
what he told me regarding his future course in politics. He wanted 
Sutherland re-elected and would be pleased to see him made tem- 
porary chairman of the Rep National Convention. Hilles is work- 
ing for Sutherland. Joe Eldredge was present during the interview. 
He told me Sutherlands speech on preparedness made in the Sen- 
ate hurt his chances for selection of temporary chairman as all the 
Germans on the Sub Com appointed to select same was against 
him and also Germany sympathizers. It looks as if Harding of Ohio 
or Jim Mann would be selected. At a lunch given today by Robert 
Bacon, Col Roosevelt, Ex Sen Root and Sen Lodge were present. 
The lunch was arranged to get Roosevelt and Root together who 
had not met for four years. Roots stock for nomination at Chicago 
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has advanced. Roosevelt has stated he would support Root if nomi- 
nated. . . . After dinner I impressed upon Nibley the importance 
of holding a conference with Gov Spry in conformity with my letter 
to him some two weeks ago. I went to the theatre with Harold and 
Alice. Left New York at 12:30 for Washington. I was very tired and 
my stomach was out of order. 

[Monday Apr 3/16] . . . Decided to place Brownie with the Utah 
Lake Irrigation Co at Provo and give him a chance to show what 
he can do in a business way. He can live in our home if he 
wishes to. 

[Tuesday Apr 4/16] Allie had a very bad night. Was in pain and we 
secured little sleep. Severe pain in her stomach and vomited at 
short intervals most of the night. I telephoned for Dr. Hardin early 
in morning. Met Mr. Nunn at my office and I agreed to give 
Brownie 20,000 shares of the stock of Utah Lake Irrigation Co. 
Nunn told me he had paid about $20,000.00 for Brownie and 
would send me an itemized statement of payments made. I went 
to make a complete settlement with Mr. Nunn for payments made 
for Brownie. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 5/16]\ got no sleep last night. Even [with] the heavy 
opiate injections given Allie she suffered alnight. Had the doctor 
up this morning. Allie vomited most of the night. The doctor gave 
her another opiate and she rested better during the day. . . . 

[Friday Apr 7/16] . . . Allie was in great pain. The doctor before 
leaving told me he thought she should be operated on tomorrow 
morning but wanted to bring with him in the morning Dr. Mitchell 
to examine her. I told him to bring the Doctor. I sent for Jos Howell 
and we administered to her. This time I anointed her and Jos 
sealed the anointing. Allie is much weaker than she was yesterday. 
Has had nothing since Monday by way of nourishment. 

[Saturday Apr 8/16] Hardly closed my eyes last night. Allie had the 
worse night she has had up until 2 oclock this morning. Great suf- 
fering notwithstanding the Doctor administered morphine just be- 
fore leaving last night. At one oclock this morning Allie was taken 
with a chill and her fever was nearly burning her up. I never saw a 
higher fever. I telephoned to Dr. Hardin and told him the condi- 
tion and he told me to remove the ice bag from her side, place hot 
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water bottle at her feet and give her the 1/4 gr morphine tablet 
he let with me. I did this as soon as I could. Allie was pinched and 
could not see, her eyes were almost glassy. I prayed for her. In a 
few minutes she asked me to turn her on her back and I did so but 
the pain was so great she could hardly stand it. The gall bladder 
was greatly extended. All at once she said she felt like she was in 
heaven. The pain subsided and she did not move from that posi- 
tion the balance of the night. She even slept a little, but the re[cent] 
suffering had told on her. Her eyes were sunken and face pinched. 
I telephoned the first thing in the morning to Dr. Hardin and told 
him to get Dr. Mitchell and come as soon as possible. They arrived 
about 9:20 a m. Both made a thorough examination of her and we 
held a consultation. Doctors first thought she ought to be operated 
on at once but finally decided to leave it until 5 oclock p m as she 
was not in much pain. They also sent a new trained nurse with 
special instructions. They both expressed fear at the sudden stop- 
page of the pain. I told them the way the night was spent and also 
that she had great faith in prayer and that we had administered to 
her during the night. I did not sleep during the night. I spoke for 
about one hour in the Senate on Home Economics. ... I wired 
Pres Smith as follows: “Allie is dangerously ill, suffering severely 
from gall stones since last Monday. If no relief comes by morning 
she must undergo an operation notwithstanding her kidney 
trouble. Remember her in your prayers. We join in sending love 
to all.” I finished my speech to be delivered before the City Club 
of Boston next Thursday evening and went to bed exhausted. Allie 
said that while suffering so severely last night it seemed that her 
soul was leaving her body. 

[Tuesday Apr 11/16] About 2 oclock this morning Allie was suffer- 
ing again but did not want an injection of morphine administered 
to her. She was very restless. I waited for the Doctor to arrive and 
he was discouraged with Allie’s condition. Allie told the Doctor 
she wanted to be operated on and not wait longer. The Doctor will 
wait and see what the day brings forth. 

[Sunday Apr 16/16] . . . The meeting for tonight was postponed on 
account of Allie’s sickness. At seven oclock the Hospital Ambu- 
lance called and we removed Allie to the Hospital. She suffered no 
pain in going. She has a nice room and a good nurse. I remained 
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with her until nearly 9 oclock. Extra papers announced the death 
of Villa 

[Monday Apr 17/16] . . . The nurse was getting Allie ready for the 
operation. All ready at 10 oclock. Dr. Mitchell performed the op- 
eration. Dr. Hardin was present. I watched the operation. Gas was 
administered at 10:15 and was about one hour from time she left 
her room until she was back. Three gall stones were removed from 
the bladder and pus. Allie stood it well. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 20/16] . . . Ed Callister arrived this morning. On 
account of Allie’s sickness I did not ask him and wife to our 
home. Carl A Badger also arrived and I was sorry I could not 
have him stop with us. I talked with Ed Callister with Sutherland 
present most of the . . . two hours. He reported political condi- 
tions home and says Gov Spry cannot secure the nomination for 
Governor or Senator. Gave his reasons for the same and it looks 
to me as if he was correct. Will talk further with him for he 
expects to remain here for next four days. . . . After dinner I 
took Carl Badger and Mat Thomas to the Hospital and we ad- 
ministered to Allie. . . . 

[Saturday Apr 22/16] I had a long talk with Ed Callister over 
political situation home. He wants the nomination for Governor 
but I told him he would more than likely be defeated if nomi- 
nated and I did not think he should make the effort to secure 
the nomination. Ed seemed more intent upon defeating Spry 
then anything else. . . .' 5 

[Sunday Apr 23/16] . . . After supper called at the Raleigh Hotel 
and with Nunn and Brownie called to see Allie. Sen Harding' 1 ’ 
called to inquire about Allie and many of our friends telephone 
about her each day. 

[Monday Apr 24/16] I called to see Allie and found her still improv- 
ing. I met the 1st Asst Postmaster General about action taken to 


15 Smoot was in a quandary since both Callister and Spry were good friends 
and had helped his own political career. Smoot, however, rarely let his heart take 
precedence over his head in matters of politics. He saw the liability of either reaching 
the governor’s office and informed both of the futility. 

16 Senator (and future president) Warren Harding. 
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remove W H Dusenberry 17 as Asst Postmaster at Provo. I looked 
at the report recommending his removal. It was based upon a letter 
from Jas Clove Postmaster, his age and the lack of need of an As- 
sistant P.M. I discussed it for a short time and Mr. Roper agreed 
to rescind his action for removal and allow him to remain. ... At- 
tended meeting of Pension Committee. Ed Callister wanted me to 
secure financial assistance for Herald Republican from Republican 
National Committee. . . . 18 

[Saturday Apr 29/16 ] ... In the evening I called on Sen Sutherland 
and the evening was spent in discussing religion, particularly 
Christ and His mission and the personality of God. Mrs. Suther- 
land opposed my views and gave her new beliefs and spiritual ideas 
as arguments. She did not make much headway. It was the first 
time I ever discussed religion with her. She spends much of her 
time lately studying religion and seeing spiritual manifestations." 

[Sunday Apr 30/16] Spent the morning at the office after a visit to 
the hospital to see Allie. Allie had a rather restless night. Sen Hard- 
ing drove me home. Met Mrs. Harding and had a pleasant conver- 
sation with her. Went for a ride after dinner. Caught a cold in some 
way and ache all over. Received a telegram from Ben L Rich asking 
me if [I] had made arrangement to have some one nominate me 
as delegate to Chicago Convention. I answered him as follows: “Ar- 
range for my nomination also see that Governor is elected dele- 
gate.” Also sent following telegram to C E Loose as follows: “Please 
see that Governor is elected delegate to Chicago Convention.” 

[Monday May 1/16] . . . Republican Convention for the election of 
delegates to National Convention held at Provo today. Received 


17 Wilson Howard Dusenberry was a fixture of Provo social, academic, and civic 
life. He married Smoot’s sister Margaret in 1874. Although seventy-five years old at 
this time, he was still active, and Smoot found it difficult not to fight his dismissal. 

18 The paper was still wallowing in red ink. Callister and the board of directors 
felt that because the paper so parroted the Republican agenda it deserved some sub- 
sidy from the party, especially in an important election year. 

19 The Smoots and Sutherlands were extremely close. Yet, with years of friend- 
ship, religion had never been seriously broached. Sutherland’s father converted to 
Mormonism in England and moved to Provo in the 1860s but alienated himself from 
the church. George and his wife Rose, despite Mormon roots, never seemed able to ac- 
cept its precepts. 
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telegram that delegates at large were Smoot, Sutherland, Spry and 
Heywood of Ogden. 

Wednesday May 3/16 . . . Jas E Talmage called to see Allie with me 
and we blessed her. He went to dinner with me. He told me that 
President Smith and the twelve had decided to have answered 
some of the Anti Mormon newspaper and magazine articles and 
secure the publication of articles on Mormonism in as many of the 
leading papers and magazines of the country. He told of his bring- 
ing this to President Smith’s attention. The question was turned 
over to [him] to consummate. I told Talmage I was glad of the 
decision as I had been at the Presidency for the last six years to 
begin that work for I knew the time had come for the church to 
defend itself through the press of the country. 

[Sunday May 7/16] . . . Was at the office from 1 1 oclock until 1:30 
p m. Dictated a number of letters. After dinner we went for a ride 
and I called at the Hospital. Allie had a number of callers today. I 
asked Bro Howell to preside at the meeting tonight as I would stop 
with Allie and see if I cannot quiet her and get her to sleep. The 
pain in her leg was not quite so severe as it has been. 

[Thursday May 11/16] . . . Bp C W Nibley arrived and I spent some 
time with him discussing political conditions home. He does not 
think Gov Spry will be a candidate for office this fall. He is positive 
he could not be elected Governor again. The prohibitionists would 
surely defeat him if he undertook it. He thinks N L Morris is mak- 
ing headway and might receive the nomination. I told him it must 
not be allowed for if he was nominated there would be a third 
ticket in the field. . . . 20 

[Sunday May 14/16] . . . I went to the hospital at 6 oclock and the 
nurse was preparing Allie to be removed to home. She arrived in 
the hospital ambulance at home at 8:30 p m. She felt real well con- 
sidering everything and we are in hopes the change will prove 
beneficial to her. We received telegrams from Chloe and Anne K 
and Harold wired and had a beautiful box of American Beauties 


20 Morris had run on the Progressive ticket in the previous election. Despite the 
recent talks between Smoot and Morris on reunification under the Republican ban- 
ner, Smoot was too astute to trust anything to chance. 
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sent to mama. I telegraphed Harold telling him Mama’s condition 
and thanking him for the flowers. 

[Tuesday May 16/16] . . . The envoys of the Suffragettes delivered 
their message and copy of the resolutions adopted at Salt Lake City 
to about 50 Senators and Representatives gathered in the rotunda 
of the Capitol. Alice Reynolds 21 was present as the Utah Repre- 
sentatives. Allie is gaining slowly. 

[Sunday May 28/16] At 11 oclock this morning I placed the names 
of five young men now attending school at Washington D.C. in a 
hat and drew two from the hat with the understanding I would 
appoint them to positions in my office to take the places of S. P. 
Jones and Wright. The five names to be drawn were: Woolley, Mor- 
ris, Mackay, West and Wooten. The two names drawn were Morris 
and Mackay. Morris will take Jones’ place and Mackay the place of 
Wright. I would have much preferred a young Mr. West. 

[Friday June 2/16] [In Chicago] I had a great many delegates call 
on me in relation to the proper candidate for the nomination of 
President. I gave an interview in which I stated it was my opinion 
that the great majority of the delegates to the Convention were in 
favor of the nomination of Justice Hughes. All delegates would be 
treated justly and no one of them will be able to justly complain at 
the conclusion of the Convention. All Republicans and Progres- 
sives were agreed that the present extravagant, wobbling, vacillat- 
ing and spineless administration should be retired. No one can tell 
who will be nominated. . . . 

[Saturday June 3/16 ] ... Ed Loose arrived but I could not talk with 
him on account of time so he concluded to remain over night and 
as I had two beds in my room #528 he occupied one of the beds. 
He was not asleep when I reached the room. We talked over con- 
ditions home until about two oclock in the morning. He thinks 
Roosevelt ought to be nominated. I told him I did not believe it 
was possible to secure his nomination and I did not believe if he 

21 Alice Louise Reynolds was one of Utah’s prominent educators. She taught 
English at Brigham Young University until her death in 1937, was active in women’s is- 
sues, and attended women’s rights meetings throughout the United States. 
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was nominated he could be elected and I was positive Hughes 
could be and gave my reasons for so believing. . . . 

[Tuesday June 6/16] I was met the first thing this morning with a 
delegation of women insisting upon a plank in the platform on 
woman Suffrage. This delegation wanted a direct declaration fa- 
voring the Susan B Anthony Resolution providing for submission 
of an amendment to the constitution. I told them I was quite sure 
the convention would not agree to such a plank. . . . There were 
present Geo W Perkins, 2 ' White, 2 ' Childs, Wilkinson, Gov Hy 
Johnson 21 all Progressives and Warren of Mich, 25 McKinlay of Ill, 2b 
and myself. The conference lasted about two hours. Wilkinson and 
Govjohnson spoke for the Progressives and I for the Republicans. 
A pleasant meeting but no agreement. . . . 

[Wednesday June 7/16] ... It is evident Hughes will be nominated 
and I have assured everyone of it. The convention was called to 
order shortly after 12 oclock by Chairman Hilles. The coliseum 
was packed. Decorations better than usual. Senator Harding was 
introduced as the temporary chairman amid great applause. He 
made a splendid speech and delivered it well. The convention was 
composed of a body of men determined to what they thought was 
for the best good of the country. They were calm and deliberative 
and could not be stampeded. . . . 

[Thursday June 8/16] ... I spent some time with members of the 
Com in support of a woman suffrage plank which was finally 
agreed to but against great opposition by [senators] Lodge, Pen- 
rose, Oliver, Wadsworth and Lippett. . . . The Chairman after 
reading the invitation from the Progressive Convention handed 


22 Republican senator George Clement Perkins (1839-1923) of California. 

23 Republican representative and senator Wallace Humphrie White, Jr. (1877- 
1952), of Maine. 

24 California governor Hiram Warren Johnson (1866-1945) served as governor 
from 1910 until his resignation in 1917, having been elected senator in 1916. He was 
re-elected again in 1922, 1928, 1934, and 1940. He was one of the founders of the Pro- 
gressive party in 1912, formed to promote the candidacy and programs of Theodore 
Roosevelt. He was selected as Roosevelt’s running mate. 

25 No one by the name of Warren was holding office in Michigan at this time. 

26 Republican representative and senator William Brown McKinley (1856-1926) 
of Illinois. 
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it to me and asked me what should be done about it. I saw 
Crane, Hilles and Morris and we agreed to accept the invitation 
and immediately drew a resolution and as soon as Lodge con- 
cluded the presentation of the Resolutions the Chairman pre- 
sented the communication and recognized me. I offered the 
resolution and it was unanimously adopted and the chairman 
appointed a committee of five as follows: Reed Smoot, Chair- 
man, W M Crane, Wm E Borah, Nicholas Murray Butler and A 
D Johnson of Ohio. . . . The Progressive Committee arrived at 
9:30 p m consisted of Geo W Perkins, Gov Johnson, Wilkinson 
of New York, Bonaparte of Md and Parker of La. 2 ' We had a 
very pleasant conference. The Progressive Committee suggested 
as the man for the parties to unite on and gave their reasons. 
Discussion followed. I stated my reasons for thinking it would be 
unwise to nominate him. At about one-thirty in the morning 
Nicholas Murray Butler retired and prepared a report and re- 
turned to the conference. . . . 

[Friday June 9/ 16] l was up early this morning. I had very little sleep. 
I was worried over the situation. It is going to be a hard thing to 
get my committee to agree upon a name to present to the Progres- 
sive Conferees and give them the reason why they should support 
him in preference to Roosevelt. It is going to be a hard task for the 
Progressive Committee to get their convention to accept anyone 
but Roosevelt. In fact I am positive they cannot do so. We must 
give no offense to the leaders or to Roosevelt for it is only through 
them that a Progressive ticket will be kept from the field this fall. 
If no offense is given I am sure Roosevelt will not run on a third 
ticket after he has said what he has of Wilson and Wilsons’ admini- 
stration. . . . About one olcock Nicholas Murray Butler and myself 
withdrew from our meeting and I wrote a report recommending 
Hughes and gave the reasons why all Republicans and Progressives 
could unite upon. We returned and it was agreed to ask the Pro- 
gressive Conferees to adjourn until 9 oclock and at that time we 
would make a report of some kind to them. ... If we did not the 

27 Wilkinson, Bonaparte, and Parker apparently held no political office and 
were probably delegates to the convention. 
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people of this country would hold us responsible for the re-election 
of Wilson. . . , 28 

[Saturday June 10/16] I did not sleep last night. I was fearful the 
leaders of the Progressive Convention could not hold their con- 
vention longer for the delegates are a wild bunch and uncon- 
trollable. . . . Butler reported he had telephoned to Roosevelt and 
told him it was an impossibility to nominate him in the Republican 
convention and told him Hughes would receive the nomination. 
Roosevelt urged as a compromise Lodge or Fairbanks. I read the 
suggested report prepared last night and it was finally agreed to 
and a great relief came to me. It was now evident that if a third 
party was in the field the Progressives would be responsible and 
no excuse was given them for such action. ... I presented our re- 
port recommending Hughes as the Candidate all will unite on and 
giving the reasons. I was well received. I then read the Roosevelt 
telegram and stated that the Progressive Convention had tabled 
the same. We won the victory and it is impossible to believe that 
Roosevelt will accept the nomination on the Progressive ticket. 
The Progressive Convention nominated Roosevelt for President, 
Parker for Vice President. The Convention proceeded to ballot- 
ting. Most of the candidates withdrew. There was only one ballot 
taken. Hughes received nearly all the votes. Fairbanks was nomi- 
nated for Vice President and was successful on the first ballot. . . . 
1 was given almost an ovation. Congratulated on all sides for the 
splendid work done and the happy conclusion. I was asked by many 
if I would accept the position of chairman of the Republican Na- 
tional Convent Committee. I told them all it was an impossibility. 
The newspaper men thought I ought to. . . . 

[Sunday June 11/16] I have had no chance to come to an under- 
standing with Gov Spry as to whether he will run for a third term 
or not. He knows I am opposed to it and I have given my reasons 
to him and his friends. ... I have told them I thought it a mistake 
and I cannot support him. . . . President Ellsworth'”' called and told 
me Dr. Hammond would be at the Hotel in a few minutes to take 


28 Hughes had a moderately progressive stance as governor of New York. 

29 German Ellsworth, president of the church’s Northern States Mission 
headquartered in Chicago, Illinois. 
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the Governor and I to the meeting, a conference in one of the 
districts near the Chicago University. . . . The hall was well filled. 
A number of non mormons present among them the repre- 
sentative of the Christian Advocates and his father in law. The 
speakers were Elder Poulson, Pres Elsworth, Gov Spry and myself. 
The people present enjoyed the services. President Elsworth took 
Gov Spry, Howell and myself to dinner after the close of the serv- 
ices. Most of the Utah people attending the convention accepted 
an invitation of Jos Manderfield to attend the ball game in the af- 
ternoon. I had several appointments I had to attend to and also 
pack and get ready to leave tonight on the Los Angeles Limited so 
I excused myself. . . . 

[Tuesday June 13/16] . . . Guy Eldredge met me at the Salt Lake 
Station. I called at the Presidents office and met the 1st Presidency. 
Told them of the work at the Convention. They had been informed 
of the leading part I had taken. All were well pleased with the re- 
sults. I asked President Smith to grant an interview with Gov Spry 
and myself and see if we could not persuade him not to run for 
Gov again. . . . 

[Thurday June 15/16] ... I attended the meeting of the Presidency 
and Quorum of the temple at 10 oclock. All present but Hy Smith. 
I prayed in the opening and Jos FJr in the circle. I excused myself 
and retired after prayers as I had so much to do before returning 
east tomorrow. ... I returned to Salt Lake City leaving Provo at 4 
oclock and arrived at Ma Eldredge’s home at 5:45 pm.... Guy S 
Eldredge was there. He wants me to secure him a position some- 
where in Utah as he wishes to return. We did not discuss his actions 
in his failure and compelling me to pay over ten thousand dollars 
of his debts. Ariel Cardon reported to me the condition of the 
Logan Land Co. He is enthusiastic over prospects. He told me 
$15,000.00 of the stock was given to the promoters, 5000.00 to 
himself, 5000.00 to Merrill Nibley and 5000.00 to Cardon Bros. I 
am not pleased with this action 

[Friday June 16/16 ] ... At 10 oclock Gov Spry and myself called on 
Pres Smith as previous appointment for the discussion of the ad- 
visabilty of the Governors running for Gov again. The conference 
lasted nearly three hours and held in the parlor at the Beehive 
House. I opened the conference by stating it was my opinion that 
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if the Governor was nominated he could not be elected on account 
of his record on Prohibition Legislation. I gave the reasons for my 
opinion. I promised to see that he was appointed to some good 
position if the Republicans were successful in the election this fall. 
I suggested that if he wanted to continue in politics locally he run 
for Congress and we would support him or if he would accept the 
position of manager of the Herald Republican at a salary of 500.00 
per mo. we would be pleased to appoint him. A long discussion 
ensued and Pres Smith expressed his opinion to the effect that the 
Governor could not be elected under present feeling on prohibi- 
tion throughout the state. We both told the Governor of our 
friendship for him and our interest in his future. The Governor 
recited his acts since his election to the position of Gov and gave 
his reasons for actions taken. He justified his action on prohibition 
and expressed the belief that a majority of the people of Utah was 
not in favor of prohibition. Submitted a long list of names of lead- 
ing Republicans and Democrats who were in favor of his re-nomi- 
nation and election. He had decided to run again and upon the 
proposition to submit the question of State wide prohibition as a 
constitutional amendment to the people of the State[.] under con- 
ditions such action would be considered a subterfuge or evasion 
by the people. The majority of the people are going to have pro- 
hibition and are not going to take any chances in voting for a Gov- 
ernor they mistrust of this matter. The Governor stated he would 
issue a statement within a few days in which he would seek another 
term as Governor and if he lost in the Convention he would sup- 
port the ticket nominated at the convention. He would not run 
nor support a third ticket. Pres Smith and I were greatly disap- 
pointed in the conclusion reached by the Gov. The fight must 
come against him and I am sorry of it. 30 1 met Senator Sutherland 
and told him of meeting and alsojudge McCarty. Told them to say 
nothing about Governor’s decision until after the Gov made his 
announcement. I went to lunch with Bp Nibley. It must now be 

30 This corrects an erroneous view of the reasons behind Governor Spry’s de- 
feat in 1916. Spry’s biographer argued that he was summarily dumped by Smoot be- 
cause Smoot had just won re-election and did not care to support his life-long friend 
over objections of local politicos. See William L. Roper and Leonard J. Arrington, Wil- 
liam Spry: Man of Firmness Governor of Utah (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 
1971), 199-202. 
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decided who to run for Gov against Spry, Jos Howell'' and Carl 
Badger 2 were spoken of. I will talk to Howell as soon as I reach 
Washington. Sutherland thinks we ought to run Howell. I am not 
quite satisfied with the suggestion but know Howell would make 
a good Governor. Carl Badger and Ben L Rich talked with me at 
the depot for a few minutes. I told Ben L Rich not to become tied 
up with Holman and Wilson so he could not change without feel- 
ings. Carl Badger wants to run for Gov but I gave him no encour- 
agement. . . . 

[Tuesday June 20/16] . . . Congressman Howell called in the eve- 
ning and I talked with him about his running for Governor instead 
of for Congress. Told him it was agreed that either he or Carl 
Badger should run and I was to see what he had to say about the 
change. Howell was agreeable to the plan but preferred to run for 
Congress. I wired C W Nibley in cipher that Howell would run if 
thought best but preferred the House. 

[Wednesday June 28/16] . . . JosJ Cannon went to dinner with me. 
We discussed the political conditions at home and he was fearful, 
as I was that Ed E Jenkins" was not a popular candidate for Gov- 
ernor and he thought great opposition would develop against him. 
I am sorry that his candidacy was launched as it was. Jenkins should 
have made the announcement and not by a few friends of Ed Cal- 
lister and announced by the Herald Republican at a time when 
Jenkins was out of town. In my opinion it would have been better 
to have Jos Howell run for the nomination of Governor. He is bet- 
ter prepared for the position than Jenkins. . . . 

[Thursday June 29/16] Received a telegram from Hurst, 34 El Paso 
about instructions from our Government officials to all Americans 
to leave Mexico. I wired him position of State Dept and sent a copy 
of my message to him to Pres Smith. I advise that our colonies 
leave Mexico. . . . 


31 Congressman Joseph Howell. 

32 Badger had been one of Smoot’s secretaries, early in his career. 

33 Edward E. Jenkins was a longtime Republican party supporter. His greatest 
appeal in 1916 was that he had made no enemies. 

34 Philip H. Hurst was president of the Mormon branch at El Paso, Texas. 
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[Monday July 3/16] ... I received a telegram in code from Pres 
Smith as follows: “In view of condition of things it has been 
advised you should be here as soon as you can conveniently.” I 
can think of nothing but the Herald Rep that would bring such 
a telegram. . . . 

[Tuesday July 4/16] ... I telegraphed to Pres Smith acknowledging 
receipt of Gibbs telegram and asking him to let me know what the 
conditions of things demanding my return to Salt Lake City were. 
That I would come at once if absolutely necessary. I cannot see 
what good can be accomplished by my going. . . . 

[Wednesday July 5/16] . . . Received an answer to my telegram to 
Pres Smith signed by Geo F Gibbs. Still insists I should return home 
also Jos Howell. Spry and Morris developing unexpected strength 
and I must come to turn the tide. I was glad the trouble had no 
reference to the Herald Republican. . . . M In the evening Suther- 
land, Howell and myself held a conference at my home and de- 
cided that Howell had better return home and report our opinions 
of the conditions at home and the action necessary to be successful 
in controlling the Republican Convention. . . . 

[Friday July 7/16] . . . Received a telegram from C E Loose request- 
ing me not to mix up in political fight and not to return home until 
after the Convention is held. It has almost convinced me I should 
return at once. . . . 

[Wednesday July 12/ 16] l attended a meeting of Public Lands Com- 
mittee and reported from the Com to Senate the bill to establish 
a “National Park Service” a measure I have been interested in for 
many years past. . . . 

[Monday July 1 7/16] From telegrams received I am sure the Jenkins 
candidacy is not taking well and Callister finds he cannot nominate 
him as easily as he thought and wants me to get in and fight for 
him. I am afraid if I do it would cause a break in party that will 
endanger the election. Received a letter from C W Nibley com- 


33 Smoot may have underestimated Spry’s strength. More surprising, however, 
was that former Progressive party leader Nephi Morris would secure the nomination. 
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plaining about my not answering his letters and telegrams and my 
not taking an interest in the nomination of Jenkins. . . . 

[Tuesday July 18/16] ... A telegram from Callister states that Sprys 
supporters are promising prohibitions that Spry will run on a state- 
wide prohibition plank. The fight is a hot one. The Jenkins sup- 
porters are mad at me because I will not make a public declaration 
for him. . . . 

[Wednesday July 19/16] ... I visited the 1st Asst Postmaster Genl 
at his request and also at Jas Cloves to examine a report received 
by P.G. from Examiners charging Clove with embesslement of 
Government funds and recommending the US District Attorney 
of Utah to prosecute him. I read all the papers in the case and it 
is apparent that politics is at the bottom of it although Clove is at 
fault somewhat unless he can explain some of the charges. . . . 36 

[Sunday July 23/16] Received a telephone message that Tom Rick- 
etts our chauffeur was sick and could not leave his room. . . . After 
dinner Allie and I intended to take a long ride into the country 
but had no one to run the auto. I have about concluded to learn 
to run an auto. . . . 

[Thursday July 27/16] Received copies of editorials of the Tribune 
and Ogden Examiner attacking me on my statement on State wide 
prohibition. Spry is lauded to the skies by the same papers. . . / 

[Saturday July 29/16] . . . The way the Ogden Examiner is attacking 
me and the Salt Lake Tribune as well basing their attacks upon the 
Govs statement I feel like going home and take a hand in the defeat 
of Spry. I have taken no hand as yet. Sen Sutherland and Ed Cal- 
lister write me to come home a few days before the convention . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 1/16] . . . Received a letter from C W Nibley stat- 
ing I must come home to straighten out the political situation. I 
wired him a cipher message taking opposite view. I know it 

36 James Clove, longtime friend and supporter, was perennially questioned, and 
Smoot was always ready to give him the benefit of doubt. But it appears that by now 
Smoot was beginning to question his judgment. 

37 Kearns and the Tribune were somewhat supportive of Spry and relished the 
opportunity to dig Smoot for not supporting an erstwhile friend. 
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would be unwise for me to mix in politics until after the Conven- 
tion is held. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 2/16] . . . Received a telegram from Sen Suther- 
land suggesting again that I come home. I do not agree with 
him. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 3/16] . . . Received a telegram from Ed Callister 
pleading for me to come home and save the party. Also one from 
Fred Price. I wired Sutherland to see Nibley. Senator Weeks’” tele- 
graphed Sutherland my going home would be a mistake. Received 
a telegram from Nibley stating after consultation with Sutherland 
they asked me to not leave today. . . . 

[ Sunday Aug 6/16] ... It was a very dull day. Received a telegram 
from Ed Callister telling me Spry only had about 1/3 of the dele- 
gates to State Convention from Weber and Salt Lake Counties and 
it will be impossible for him to be nominated. He thinks Jenkins 
has a good chance. It is my opinion Morris will be nominated or a 
compromise will be reached for a new man. 39 

[Saturday Aug 12/16] . . . W H King arrived from New York. He is 
here on politics. He no doubt intends to run for the Senate. . . . 

[Sunday Aug 13/16] . . . Received a letter from Nibley giving ac- 
count of results of Ogden Convention and the nomination of Ed 
Jenkins. He expressed the opinion that it was very wise that I did 
not return to Utah and take a hand in the Convention. ... I took 
a walk through the Zoo and the park. In the evening Mrs. Hoover 
and her sister called and asked if Mrs. Smoot had arrived home. 
They were on their way to the “movies” and I went with them. It 
was out of doors and before close it was too cooler to be comfort- 
able. I had to put extra cover on bed. A very lonesome day. 

[Thursday Aug 24/16] . . . Received a letter from Allie stating Mrs. 
Howell was exceedingly bitter on account of Jos Howell’s defeat 


38 Republican senator John Wingate Weeks (1868-1926) of Massachusetts re- 
ceived 1 05 votes for the Republican presidential nomination at the Chicago conven- 
tion and would be appointed Secretary of War under presidents Harding and 
Coolidge. 

39 Smoot’s political acumen was accurate. Nephi L. Morris was nominated and 
soundly defeated by Democrat Simon Bamberger. 
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and blamed me. 4 " Jos Howell did not share her views. I took an- 
other short lesson in auto driving . . . 

[Sunday Aug 27/16] . . . 10:40 a m met Mr. Edwin Jones of the H 
R Smoot Investment Co. We went to the office and he presented 
the proposition of building a railroad to the Deep Creek Mining 
District and the purchase of certain mining claims. ... I was 
pleased to learn that Harold’s Co had done so well. I signed a note 
for the Co to take up the last allottment of the Preferred Stock of 
the Utah Light & Power Co. ... In the evening Jones and I went 
to the movies to pass away the time. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 30/16] ... As a member of the subcommittee of 
the Appropriation Com. spent the day in considering the Defi- 
ciency Appro Bill. We added quite a number of items to the House 
Bill among them an appropriation of $15,000.00 for the building 
a road or highway through the Little Zion Canyon now a National 
Monument. . . . 

[Saturday Sept 2/16] Received many telegrams protesting against 
the passage of the so called 8 hour bill. 41 Had many callers on the 
same subject. . . . The vote on the bill commenced at 6 oclock as 
per agreement and passed. Every Republican with the exception 
of LaLollette voted against the bill and every Democrat with the 
exception of Clarke of Ark and Hardwick of Ga voted for it. The 
labor organizations held a club over congress and under threats 
congress yielded. A most disgusting occurrence. Pres Wilson has 
carried his point and can now claim the vote of the laboring men. 
He has sold out to them. The American people should resent such 
action. 

[Monday Sept 4/16] . . . The eastern press generally condemn Wil- 


40 Howell, the Republican representative front Utah since 1902 and considered 
by many to be a bona fide member of the Federal Bunch, was not renominated. The 
two Republican nominees, Timothy C. Hart and Charles R. Mabey, were defeated 
soundly by Democrats Milton H. Welling and James H. Mays, respectively. 

41 This became known as the Adamson Act. It specifically set up eight-hour 
working days with time-and-a-half for overtime on interstate railroads. Ostensibly this 
was to mitigate transportation problems during wartime and avert an impending 
strike. 
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son for the so called 8 hour day law he forced through Congress 
on the demands of the labor organizations. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 6/16] . . . Sen Curtis 42 while speaking on the bill 
referred to Sen Ashurst 43 and his sending telegrams and private 
letters at Government expense. Quite a scene occurred. Ashurst 
lost his head and like a madman rushed at Sen Curtis who was 
setting on my right. I saw him come and in a mock fashion I feigned 
fear and said to Ashurst shoo, shoo and everybody laughed. 
Ashurst shook his fist at Curtis but his democratic brethern asked 
him to return to his seat. . . . 

[Sunday Sept 10/16] .. . After dinner we all took an auto ride out 
to the Dower House. 44 The home of Lord Baltimore. Mrs Duval 
was very glad to see us. She showed Allie, Zella, and Ernest all 
through the house. I drove the auto both ways. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 14/16] ... I met John W Young at 9:45 a m. He had 
a scheme to have the Republican party finance the American party 
with Sultzer 46 running at the head and thus draw away Democratic 
votes. He stated if Coleman DuPont was asked to take charge of 
this phase of the campaign he would do so and finance it as well. 
. . . We agreed to turn John W Young to Perkins and let him settle 
John W’s little graft game. 46 . . . I have had three very strenuous 
days. It does seem strange that [I] should be in New York mapping 
out a campaign for the election of a President of the United States 
and my counsel so well thought of [by] all the men in charge and 
all the workers. They all have confidence in my ability. After a fur- 
ther meeting with Lincoln Johnson in which we considered the 
best way to get the colored vote interested and action I went to the 
Biltmore and had dinner with Sen Crane. . . . 

[Sunday Sept 17/16] A beautiful morning. We were married 32 yrs 


42 Republican senator Charles Curtis (1860-1936) of Kansas. 

48 Democratic senator Henry Fountain Ashurst (1874-1943) of Arizona. 

44 Mrs. Mathilda Roome Duvall’s Dower House was a favorite political and so- 
cial gathering place. 

45 William Sulzer, the formerly impeached governor of New York. 

46 Young had become an embarrassment at a time Smoot wanted to impress 
the city with upstanding, credible Mormons. 
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ago today. We received telegrams of congratulations from children 
at home. A beautiful one from Anne K. This is the third anniver- 
sary of wedding day for Anne K. I sent her a telegram of love and 
congratulations. Wired Chloe we would bring Ernest home with 
us and put him in school at Logan. . . . 47 

[Monday Sept 18/16] . . . Hilles and I at the suggestion of Crane 
presented the financial condition of the Herald Republican and 
asked him to arrange for assistance to the amount of $25,000.00. 
This he agreed to do stating I need not worry about it, he would 
underwrite it. He has made millions in Utah copper and other cop- 
per stocks. . . . Warren and Bliss told me they would see that I got 
the full $25,000.00 for campaign after what I had done for the 
party and Mr Hughes[.] it cannot be refused and if it was they with 
Crane would get it outside. . . . 4S 

[Wednesday Sept 20/16] . . . He [Willcox] then discussed the assis- 
tance to be given Utah and stated he did not understand the 
amount of 25,000.00 had been agreed upon. I told him it had and 
if he would ask everyone present at the meeting last Thursday they 
would agree with me. He stated no appropriation for Western 
States could be made without consent of Mr. A T Hert Chairman 
Chicago office. I told him I would not ask Hert for a cent and I 
would not ask him. I told him I had been offered nearly one hun- 
dred thousand dollars today to be used as I directed but I did not 
want to get Utah money in any other way than other states. I would 
now get Utah money in my own way he having reversed himself. 

[Saturday Sept 23/16] . . . He [Nicholas Murray Butler] has been 
speaking in different states and feels confident of Hughes election. 
I told him I felt the same notwithstanding the blundering way the 
campaign had been run in the beginning. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 26/16] . . . [While in Salt Lake City] Ed Loose came 
up from Provo and we took up the question of building a mill for 
the Big Indian Copper Co. Harold gave a lunch at the Alta Club 


47 Ernest, Smoot’s youngest son, was rather alone much of the time in Washing- 
ton, and it was decided to let him spend some time in Utah with his oldest sister. 

48 This was a great relief to Smoot. The paper had seldom been out of the red 
and this infusion for the campaign would be mutually beneficial to party and paper. 
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at which were Ed Loose, Preston Peterson, 49 Ed Jones, Mr Fischer, 
Prof Christensen 5 ' 1 of the U of U the inventor of the proposed proc- 
ess to be used and a mill man. After lunch the process was ex- 
plained by Christensen and the plans of the mill was submitted. 
The question was up to me to decide. The cost would be about 
$100,000.00. I took it under advisement. Am inclined to take the 
chance. It all depends upon the process. The ore is in the mine. I 
called at the Presidents office and found only Bro Penrose in. I did 
not remain long. ... In the evening attended a meeting at Harold’s 
office. Present Harold, Jones, MacVichie,’ 1 Mr Pett' and myself. 
We considered the proposition of building a railroad into Deep 
Creek and the exercising of the option on a number of mines at 
Deep Creek held by the H R Smoot Securities Co. The road will 
cost about 450,000.00 the Western Pacific Ry Co to furnish 
350,000.00 and we to put up 100,000.00. The option will cost us 
about 250,000.00. The reports are very favorable and I think we 
had better undertake it. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 27/16 ] Just as we were going to breakfast, Harlow 
telephoned from Provo and reported that Anita his wife was in 
labor and had been since 5 oclock. That the Doctor stated it was 
impossible to save the baby and very doubtful whether he could 
save Anita. . . . On my arrival at Provo found Anita through con- 
finement. She was in excellent condition and a fine baby girl with 
black hair about two inches long. Mama arrived before the baby 
was born. The after birth came first. ... I slept in our old home 
for the first time for about three years. 

[Thursday Sept 28/16] . . . Presidency and Quorum at the Temple. 
All present but Geo F Richards and A W Ivins. I prayed in the circle 
and Pres Smith in the opening. I gave a report covering my work 
for months past. It was nearly four oclock before adjournment. I 


49 Peterson was married to Loose’s daughter and was heavily involved in min- 
ing in the state. 

50 David Henry Christensen of the University of Utah and president of Christen- 
sen Construction Company. 

51 Captain Duncan MacViche was a well-known mining engineer who came to 
Utah in the 1890s and worked mostly in the Mercur district in Tooele County and 
later in the Bingham Consolidated Mining and Smelting company. 

52 Imer Pett, prominent Utah mining entrepreneur. 
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spent the balance of the day at Republican headquarters. I am try- 
ing to get some life into the campaign. 

[Friday Sept 29/16] . . . The campaign has been drifting and nearly 
every one seems discouraged. Had a conference with Susa Y Gates 
and Jennie Hyde. They are sore the way they have been treated. I 
promised them I would get Ed Callister to work with them and 
have charge of the womans work instead of the State Chairman. 
They claimed the women had been slighted on every occasion. I 
called on President Smith and found him feeling fairly well. C W 
Nibley and I had a long talk over the local conditions. 

[Saturday Sept 30/16] . . . Last evening or early this morning Chas 
W Fairbanks arrived . . . We called at the capitol on Gov Spry. . . . 
The Governor did not enter until every one was seated and the 
first course had been served. It was so staged. On his entrance he 
was applauded. We did not ask the Governor to go with the party 
in the drive around the city as Nephi L Morris was to go in same 
auto as Fairbanks and the Gov and Morris are not on good enough 
terms to ride in the same auto. Yesterday I called on the Gov and 
had a long talk with him. He is sore over his defeat and intends to 
defeat Morris if he can. . . . 

[Sunday Oct 1/16] ... I went to the Temple fast meeting at 10 
oclock. I spoke for about 15 minutes. Hy M Smith and wife also 
spoke giving a short account of their mission in England and the 
blessings attending them. After meeting I met at the Hotel Utah 
[in] my office room [with] about a dozen of Nephi L Morris’ 
friends. . . . Something must be done to create an interest as the 
campaign was dead now. I wanted Nephi and his friends to stop 
boasting they would get me in four years, at least until after we get 
Nephi elected and then I will not object to them boasting all they 
desire. We must get the voters that were interested in Morris’ 
nomination to work for his election and if we do not Morris will 
be defeated. Reported the great number of Republicans that had 
told me they were going to vote for Bamberger. I have done noth- 
ing else but fight for Morris ever since my return beginning with 
my own family. . . . Nearly every Republican I met express a fear 
of defeat. I am trying to stiffen things up. 
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[Wednesday Oct 4/16] . . . attended a meeting at Temple of the 
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Twelve, 1st Presidency of Seventy and Mission Presidents. The Mis- 
sion Presidents made their reports and all reporting stated condi- 
tions in their missions were better than last year. . . . 

[Thursday Oct 5/16] . . . Many of the Republican Chairman of 
Counties have called today and their reports are anything but en- 
couraging. They all report a strong Wilson sentiment. At 10 oclock 

I attended the meeting at the Temple of the Presidency and 
Twelve. Long meeting. I was not feeling very well. Yesterday I had 
my leg rubbed for numbness. For month past when I sit for a half 
hour my leg goes numb. Lack of circulation. Doctor rubbed so 
hard it made my skin very sore. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 7/16] . . . The speakers 53 were Clawson, myself and 
Hy M Smith. Hy M made an attack upon all protestant churches 
and a severe one on the Catholic church. It has caused a great 
stir and much criticism. I was sorry it happened. . . . Bp Glass 
addressed a letter to President Smith [and] wanted to know if he 
and the Apostles approved of the attack on the Catholic church 
made today by Hy M. Pres Smith refused to comment on the 
letter. The letter was delivered by a messenger with a request for 
an answer. . . / 

[Sunday Oct 8/16] . . . The Tabernacle was packed. Overflow 
meetings were arranged for. The speakers were A W Ivins, Jos F 
Smith Jr. and James E Talmage. Ivins made a peace speech vir- 
tuely endorsing Wilson’s Mexican policy. During recess I saw 
Pres Smith and suggested he call on Pres Pratt of the Mexican 
Mission to report conditions in Mexico and that would give him 
a chance to in part answer Ivins. This he did in the afternoon 
meeting. . . . Bitter feelings among the non mormons over Hy 
M’s remarks yesterday. . . . Allie was sick. Began vomiting about 

I I oclock and continued all day and until nearly midnight. Her 
blood pressure was over 250. The Doctor washed out her stom- 


53 This has reference to the church’s semi-annual conference. 

54 Apostle Hyrum M. Smith, just returned from Europe where he served as mis- 
sion president, uttered these unfortunate remarks: “It would be just as [inconsistent 
for the Latter-day Saints, who have come out of the Protestant churches or the Catho- 
lic church ... to take sides with those corrupt and apostate churches. . . . The Catho- 
lic church is a liability to any country ... it is a power for evil rather than good.” 
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ach. Sent for Dr Ralph Richards as he decided to cut a vein and 
bleed her for relief. Ralph was late in coming and when he 
arrived Allie had dozed off and the doctors decided not to wake 
her. She rested toward morning. She was deathly sick. Bp Nibley 
and I administered to her. We had a trained nurse come to take 
care of her. I knew she would be sick as her stomach had been 
so bad. She has overdone. Too much excitement. 

[Monday Oct 9/16] Attended special Priesthood meeting. Speakers 
were Presidents Lund, Penrose and Smith. Gen’l instructions. 
Many questions asked. After meeting stood for a moving picture 
film. . . . Capitol Building to attend the opening exercises. A great 
crowd present and the building greatly admired by all. It certainly 
is a credit to the State and those having the erection of it in charge. 
... I sat by Bp Glass and we discussed the attack by Hy M Smith 
at Conference. The Bp was reasonable and took it for granted that 
Hy only expressed his personal views but thought it was most un- 
fortunate to which I agreed. He expressed the hope that it would 
not make a vote difference in the election. He asked me if I would 
address the students at St Mary’s Academy and I told him I would. 
He will let me know when to speak next week. Everyone you meet 
express regret at speech made by Hy M. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 14/16 ] ... I sent for C A Glazier andjas H Anderson 
and requested that they let up on their fight against Nephi Morris. 
I had lunch at the Alta Club with Gus Becker. He wanted me to 
support a proposition to allow the manufacture and sale of Near 
Beer not to contain above 2% alcohol. I did not promise him I 
would do so. ... I assured him there was great danger of the state 
going for Wilson on account of the false cry that “he kept us out 
of war” and he passed the Adamson bill; and unless we can over- 
come the sentiment Hughes will lose the state and perhaps carry 
down the whole ticket. Was late before I got to bed. Awful tired. 

[Monday Oct 16/16] . . . Things look black. Rally’s were held at Sil- 
ver City, Mammoth and Eureka. I spoke at each place as did Sen 
Sutherland. We began at Silver City at 5:30 and closed at Eureka 
at 1 1 p m. I speaking first at Silver City and leaving for Mammoth 
as soon as concluded. We had good audiences and splendid atten- 
tion. We hammered Mr Wilson on his labor record and the false 
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cry that “Wilson kept us out of war.” My impression and others 
also were that we did a great deal of good. 

[Wednesday Oct 18/16] . . . Information from the east indicates that 
the effect of the Adamson law is against Gov Hughes and many 
believe it will be the one thing that will elect Mr. Wilson. . . . 

[Sunday Oct 22/16] At 8 oclock and after eating a good breakfast 
we started for Salt Lake City by way of Provo. The roads were very 
bad until we reached Springdell, Provo Canyon. The sun was shin- 
ing bright and the autumn leaves looked beautiful. Provo is a beau- 
tiful canyon. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 24/16] ... Of all the fool trips I was ever asked to 
make occurred today. County Chairman Morris arranged for me 
to speak at the Salt beds west of the City. ... I spoke for a little 
over one hour to a lot of men the like of which I have never seen 
in Utah before. The Band arrived about 10:20 p m. After I con- 
cluded speaking the bunch danced until midnight and we then re- 
turned to Salt Lake City arriving there at 2 oclock in the morning 
nearly frozen to death. Never such a trip do I want. 

[Wednesday Nov 1/16] . . . I wired Milholland” I would place the 
Hughes money as fast as possible. Had Ed Loose clear the betting 
boards of all Wilson money. He secured 1830.00 today. Congress- 
man Mondelf' arrived and will speak tonight. B H Roberts will 
answer Nephi Morris this evening. 

[Thursday Nov 2/16] . . . Political conditions are much better. Tide 
is drifting rapidly to Hvtghes. . . . 

[Friday Nov 3/1 6] Received a telegram from Mr. J S Bache 57 of New 
York authorizing me to place an additional ten thousand dollars 
on Hughes election. . . . 58 

55 New York businessman and journalist John Elmer Milholland. 

56 Republican representative Franklin Wheeler Mondell (1860-1939) of Wyo- 
ming. 

57 Jules Semon Bache (1861-1944) was head ofj. S. Bache and company. 

58 It is difficult to know exactly what this entry means— whether Smoot actually 
bet or just had reference to a campaign contribution or some other transaction. See 7 
November 1916 entry for more on this situation. 
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[Saturday Nov 4/16] Was met at depot 39 by Frank Fishburn, 60 
Horsley’ 1 and others. Went direct to the Boothe Hotel. They too 
wanted me to say nothing against Wilson as if I did the people 
would get up and leave. I told them I evidently was the wrong man 
to speak at Brigham. A mistake must have been made as I thought 
I was coming to speak at the Republican Rally. I was willing to take 
the train for Salt Lake City and not speak at all. I told them I was 
going to give the record of Mr. Wilson and the people were entitled 
to know it. They backed down. It is just this kind of stuff that has 
made the election of Hughes doubtful in Utah. 

[Tuesday Nov 7/16] . . . Received word from J S Bache that he did 
not want me to place any more than the twenty thousand on the 
election for Hughes. Ed Loose placed the amt for him. Betting 
today strong for Wilson. ... I left for Provo on Orem Ry. On arrival 
there I voted the straight Republican ticket and voted no on the 
amendments to the Constitution. Returned to Salt Lake City on 
Orem Ry leaving Provo at 1:50 pm. I feel alarmed over results in 
the State and Nation. At 8 oclock returns from the East began to 
come in showing a great victory for Hughes. The first returns on 
the state ticket was from Ogden and indicated a land slide for the 
Democratic ticket. The later returns from the nation showed a 
steady gain for Wilson and prove the election would be close. Both 
sides were claiming the election at 3:30 am when I went to bed. I 
think Wilson had the better of the situation. I am so tired I can 
hardly stand and too tired and nervous to sleep. 

[Wednesday Nov 8/16] Most of the day was spent in suspense as to 
who was elected President. Claims made by both sides and new 
surprises happening in different states all day. California, Minn, 
West Va., Oregon and Ind was claimed at different times by the 
Democrats. Ariel & Chloe, also Brownie and Anita were here and 
stopped at the Hotel Utah. Democrats have been celebrating all 
day. We have been very solemn and most unhappy. Gov Spry is 
very much elated over our defeat. Takes it as a vindication of him- 


59 Brigham City, Utah. 

60 Prominent Box Elder County farmer and Republican party member. 

61 John H. Horsley was a local Brigham City, Utah, politician who had worked 
in city government. 
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self. He forgets the same thing has happened in nearly all the West- 
ern states. “He kept us out of war” and “He is the laboring mans 
friend” did the work. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 9/16] ... At nine oclock Geo Hale, Ed Jenkins, C 
W Nibley and myself met at my room Hotel Utah and we consid- 
ered the question of consolidating the Herald-Republican with the 
Evening telegram and running them as an evening paper. Hale 
offered 150,000.00 for the Herald-Republican. We would prefer 
the consolidation if we can retain a control of the policy of the 
paper when consolidated]. It was agreed if consolidation was 
made, we would issue 400 000 of Bonds and we to handle 200 
000.00 & Hale and friends 200 000.00. ... I attended the meeting 
at the Temple at 10 oclock. Presidency and Twelve were all present 
with the exception of Geo F Richards. Routine business attended 
to. Democratic members were jubilant over result of election. 
Some regretted the defeat of Senator Sutherland. . . . We pre- 
sented our labors to the Presidency. They prefer the consolidation. 

. . . Received a telegram from the New York World as follows: 
“There is much discussion here of the change of attitude of Mor- 
mon voters in this election. In order to clear the minds of the peo- 
ple of the east on this point we would be glad to print your opinion 
of the reasons. Kindly wire at our expense.” I answered as follows: 
“Many Republican voters of Utah, Mormon and non-Mormon 
alike, voted for the Democratic ticket for the following reasons: 
The women voted for Wilson on the ground that ‘He kept us out 
of war,’ the laboring and railroad men for forcing the passage of 
the so called eight hour law, farmers because of present war pros- 
perity. There has been no greater percentage of change among 
the Mormon voters than other classes of voters.” 

[Friday Nov 10/16] With Bp Nibley and Ed Jenkins I met with Geo 
Hale on the question of his purchasing the Herald-Republican or 
consolidating it with the Telegram. . . . Called on the Presidency 
and they decided not to give up the morning field but continue 
the Herald-Republican unless we could secure the control of the 
consolidated papers. They wanted a reorganization of the Herald- 
Rep and secure a new manager and try to make the paper self 
supporting at least. It is loosing nearly 10 000.00 per month. . . . 

[Saturday Nov 11/16] Met at 9 oclock and decided we would not 
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consolidate the papers. Will begin the reorganization of the Her- 
ald-Republican as soon as possible. We are looking for a good man- 
ager. Hale offered 150 000.00 for H-R and we to keep the accounts 
payable. . . . 

[Sunday Nov 12/16] Beautiful clear morning but very cold. I at- 
tended the meeting of the 1st Ward prayer circle at 9 oclock. Spoke 
to members of the circle for some time. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 16/16] . . . Meeting at Temple at 10 oclock. Pres 
Lyman very sick having an attack of LaGrip [influenza]. His Doctor 
expressed a fear for his recovery. Pres Penrose prayed in opening 
and Pres Smith in circle. Regular business was considered. I was 
instructed to divide the Bannock [Idaho] Stake of Zion next Sun- 
day at their regular Quarterly Conference. H G Smith was ap- 
pointed to attend conference with me. H J Grant suggested the 
name of Washington McClelland for President of the new stake. 
The decision was left to me. . . . 

[Saturday Nov 18/16] . . . We were met there by Bro Lloyd with a 
new auto and drove to Grace in 25 minutes. Bro Lloyd had moved 
into his new home. His wife had breakfast ready for us and we were 
hungry. Soon discovered that his wife was not a good bread maker. 
... I gave notice in my remarks this morning that it was thought 
best to divide the Stake and it would be done unless the people of 
the Stake decided otherwise. ... I talked over the question of the 
division of the Stake with many of the leading men and women of 
the Stake and nearly all of them agreed that it would be best to do 
so. I received a telegram from Pres Smith advising the death this 
morning of Pres F M Lyman and that the funeral would be held 
Tuesday next. . . . 

[Sunday Nov 19/16] . . . The name of “Idaho Stake” for the north 
part of stake was agreed to, and Bannock Stake to include the 
southern wards. The people of the Idaho Stake expressed their 
preference for Nelson J Hogan Bp of Hatch Ward for President of 
the Idaho Stake of Zion. A recess was taken until 1:40 pm. During 
the recess it was agreed that Kepler Sessions should be 1st Coun- 
selor to Pres Hogan and Robt L Redford 2nd Counselor. 

[Tuesday Nov 21/16] Last evening I called at the home of Pres Ly- 
man and extended my sympathies to the family. I saw Bro Lyman 
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in his coffin. He looked natural. His death was peaceful. Just went 
to sleep. His burial clothes were beautiful. Sister Lyman was so 
weak I did not get to see her. . . . The members of the Twelve in 
the city were asked to be there. . . . We were in an auto and lead 
the funeral procession from the home to the Tabernacle at which 
place the services were held. . . . The remains were taken from the 
tabernacle direct to the home of Mrs John Henry Smith to remain 
there until tomorrow morning when they are to be taken by special 
train to Tooele City for burial, accompanied by many of his friends. 
After the body was placed in the same room that the remains of 
John Henry Smith rested in the night before their burial we left 
the house. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 22/16] . . . We called on the First Presidency and 
presented Hales last proposition of purchase of the Herald-Re- 
publican and they turned it down and told us to proceed to 
make best arrangements possible to run the Herald-Republican. 

. . . President Smith moved the whole question be left with 
Nibley, Jenkins and myself to decide. ... I told Ed what had 
taken place. He stated he was going to see Pres Smith this after- 
noon and place himself right. This morning Ed Callister told me 
if we would arrange with the ZCMI to take 1000.00 in advertis- 
ing each month he would guarantee to make the paper break 
even or he would not draw a cent of salary. I told the Presidency 
this at the morning meeting. . . . left on the Los Angeles Limited 
for Washington at 2 30 p.m. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 23/16] I had a miserable night. About 1 1 oclock last 
evening I was taken with a severe headache, my head was stuffed 
up. I could scarcely breath and my throat and roof of my mouth 
as if they were aflame. I did not sleep an hour during the night. In 
the morning I took a dose of pills. I was cold no matter how hot 
the compartment was. In the afternoon I took a dose of pills and 
in the evening a dose of Pluto water. I suffered all day and could 
not eat anything. My flesh felt as if it had been pounded. . . . 

[Friday Nov 24/16] I had a most trying night. I was so sore I could 
not rest in the bed. Spent part of the night sitting up. The pluto 
water started my bowels and I felt better. The tooth Dr. Bergstrom 
filled ached most of the night. . . . 
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[Saturday Nov 25/16] . . . Arrived at Washington at 7:20 pm. Anne 
K, Zella and Mrs Hoover were at the depot to meet us. We went 
direct to our home. Found it in perfect order. We had Lucy the 
old cook back and a new butler. Zella had discharged Catherine 
for stealing and the butler for being drunk. 

[Sunday Nov 26/16] ... In the evening Allie and I had a talk with 
Zella over the unfortunate experience with Lawrence Hoover, son 
of Mrs Hoover whom we left in charge of the house. During our 
absence he asked Zella to run away with him and get married and 
she came nearly doing so. I told her what such a thing would have 
meant to her and how fortunate she was that she did not do so. I 
called her attention to the low down character of any man that 
would do such a thing when her parents were away and his mother 
in charge of the house. He is an unclean and worthless young man. 
His own mother says so and it was perhaps due to her more than 
anyone else that Zella did not take the final step. Zella promised 
me she would not see him again nor have any thing further to do 
with him. I received Anne K’s letter about it but did not say a word 
to Allie until this evening. It was an awful blow to her. I feel as if 
we have the thing checked and Zella has learned a lesson. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 29/16] . . . He [Simon Guggenheim] advised me 
to hold my Chile copper bonds. Thought there would be a consoli- 
dation of the Utah and Chile Copper companies and if it occurred 
bonds would be worth 200.00. I told him I wanted the American 
Smelter and Refining Co to give a special smelting rate to the West- 
ern Utah Copper Co as the owners of it were responsible for open- 
ing a new district that will mean much to the Smelting Cos. 

[Thursday Nov 30/16] . . . Mr L L Nunn arrived here yesterday. I 
met him at the office and discussed business and political condi- 
tions until 1:30. He wants Brownie to remain with the Utah Lake 
Irrigation Co and suggested we give him $2000.00 per year and 
move offices from Knight Block to the Holbrook block and office 
in connection with the Telluride interests. He also wanted Brownie 
made director of the Provo Coml and Saving Bank in place of Pre- 
ston Peterson. . . . 
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[Wednesday Dec 6/16] Dr Johnson of Maryland called to see me this 
morning. He has been investigating Mormonism for a couple of 
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years and claims he is converted and came to ask advice as to what 
he should do. He said if he joined the church and it was made 
public it would mean revolution in his family. We discussed Mor- 
monism for some time as I wanted to learn how much he knows 
about the principles of Mormonism. It was evident he had given 
considerable study to the subject. I suggested that it might be a 
good thing for him to make a visit to Utah and see the people in 
their homes and meetings and hear some of the enemies of the 
Mormon people talk against them. He stated he did not think that 
was necessary as he was convinced beyond a question Mormonism 
was true and the church of God. He had been mentally worrying 
for a long time. I questioned him about his moral life and he stated 
that now he was living a clean life but had not done so in the past. 
I warned him of what immoral conduct would result in if contin- 
ued after joining the church. He seemed to feel like he must be 
baptized but not do much in the church to begin with and ex- 
pressed the hope in this way and by a change in his way of living 
he could win over his wife and children. I told him to take up the 
question of his baptism and when it should occur with Pres Mon- 
son Pres of the Eastern States Mission and gave him Bro Monson’s 
address. We discussed temple work some. I lent him a copy of the 
Articles of Faith. . . . 

[Saturday Dec 9/16] I took my usual exercises this morning and 
shortly after getting out of the bath severe pain struck me at the 
shoulder blade. I went to the House Bathroom. Had Bruce give 
me a hot bath and he rubbed me for over an hour. Used hot 
applications on my shoulder. The treatment helped some but 
was sore all day. Had many callers today. ... I attended the 
dinner at the New Willard Hotel given by the Gridiron Club. 
The stunts were clever and several at Wilson at times but he 
deserved all he got. . . . 

[Monday Dec 11/16] ... I am not feeling well at all. Suffering from 
an attack of indigestion. My kidneys are not just right. I am going 
to have an investigation of my physical condition made by Dr. 
Hardin as soon as possible. 

[Friday Dec 15/16] ... In the evening Allie and I went to the Na- 
tional theatre. W H King Senator elect from Utah is in the city and 
you would think the whole of the nations affairs were resting on 
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him. Gov Spry and Gov Elect Bamberger here attending a Gover- 
nor’s Conference. Neither one has called to see Sen Sutherland or 
myself. 

[Sunday Dec 17/16] . . . After dinner Dr Hardin made a physical 
examination of me and found I was in excellent condition. Blood 
pressure perfect. Not a thing the matter with any of my organs. 
Will make an examination of my urine tomorrow. The numbness 
in my leg is not dangerous. I told him I wanted him to recommend 
a good osteopath to rub my leg. It might help it and it sure would 
do no harm. . . . 

[Monday Dec 25/16] I was awake a great part of last night as Allie 
was poorly and at times could hardly breath. She felt better when 
I gave her a hot bath. Was able to be up most of the day. She has 
worked too hard for the last two weeks. She purchased about 200 
Christmas presents, saw to the expressing them to all parts of the 
country and looked after everything for the proper observance of 
the day at home. . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 26/16] . . . Prepared a statement or sketch of myself 
for “The Cyclopedia of American Biography” at the request of Pres 
Smith to be sent to Mr James E Homans. . . . 

[Saturday Dec 30/16] . . . After dinner we all went to the office of 
the Republican Publicity Bureau and met there Senator Sterling, “ 
John E Mulholland and John Dwight. 63 We listened to Milhollands 
story of frauds in the recent election in California, and no doubt 
there were many of them and the state was stolen from Hughes 
but the trouble will be to get men to testify to it and in so doing 
incriminate themselves which they would have to do. Men will tell 
things in private talk, they will not testify to in a court. Again the 
time was too short to any action. The matter was dropped with 
understanding if facts showing the frauds can be established they 
are to be made public. We would assist in meeting the expenses 
for an examination. 64 We decided we would help Congressman 

62 Republican senator Thomas Sterling (1851-1930) of South Dakota. 

63 Republican representative John Wilbur Dwight (1859-1928) of New York. 

64 The election hung on a few key states. California was the most disputed and 
went Democratic by only 3,773 votes. With the electoral college tally of 277 delegates 
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Wood in securing evidence to prove the leak from the White 
House that so effected the stock market last week in which it is 
commonly believed a number of the Presidents closest friends 
made millions by selling stocks short. . . . 


for Wilson and 254 for Hughes, California would have easily carried the election for 
the Republicans. 




IX. 


1917 

[Arranging Draft 
Exemptions] 


[Monday Jany 1/17] A. beautiful New Years day. I called at the office 
of Dr English, the Osteopathe and had him give me another ex- 
amination and rub. He says there is nothing the matter with my 
leg and I am in perfect physical condition. 

[Wednesday Jany 3/17] . . . Bro Valentine Pres of the Swiss and Ger- 
man Mission arrived today. 1 1 had a talk with him about conditions 
in Switzerland and Germany. He tells me there were nearly as 
many baptisms in the mission this year as the year before the war 
and about the same number of missionaries in the Mission the past 
two years. There are about 400 Mormon’s in the War, about 40 
have been killed. 

[Friday Jany 3/17] . . . Received a telegram from P H Hurst El Paso 
Texas, as follows: Present Reports indicate that Genl Pershings 2 
troops would be withdrawn from Mexico in near future. Fearing 
for the safety of our Colony people should this happen would like 


1 Hyrum W. Valentine served as mission president from 1912-16. He returned 
in the 1920s to serve in the new German Austrian Mission (1926-29). 

2 John Joseph (Blackjack) Pershing (1860-1948) was one of the most distin- 
guished military heroes of the twentieth century. His career started with Indian war- 
fare in the Southwest and in South Dakota, he served in the Spanish- American War, 
and at this juncture he was serving as commander of the American forces along the 
Mexican border. He was later appointed commander of the American Expeditionary 
Forces in May 1917 which led him to France during World War I. He was given the 
rank of full general in 1919 and served as Army Chief of Staff from 1921-24. 
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you to get definite information from the War Department if pos- 
sible and advise us on the situation immediately” After consult- 
ation with the Secy of War 3 1 sent the following telegram to him: 
Secy of War informs me no present intention withdrawal of troops. 
Promises to notify me if such action is decided upon. . . 

[Thursday Jany 11/1 7 ] . . . Had a great number of callers during the 
day. At 8 oclock Bro McLaughlin called for me to administer to 
his wife. We called on way and got Bro Johanneson to assist me. 
On my arrival at the home I found Sister McLaughlin in a most 
unhappy and unfortunate condition. She is suffering from a hal- 
lucination and her mind is unbalanced. She thinks she has sinned 
and evil spirits have control of her. I talked to her alone for over 
an hour and she told me what no doubt is the cause of her condi- 
tion. She thought she could never be forgiven for what she had 
done. She no doubt had worried over it until her health failed her 
and her mind unbalanced. I assured her she was wrong and had 
done nothing that could be called a sin and we would administer 
to her. We did so Bro Johannesen anointing her and I was mouth 
in sealing the anointment. We must do something to get her mind 
off the action she thinks is a sin. I will have Allie invite her to visit 
us tomorrow and if possible Allie will get her interested in needle- 
work. I could hardly go to sleep thinking of this unfortunate case. 
I hope our prayers in her behalf will be answered. 

[Friday Jany 19/17] Ernest is fifteen years old to-day. I received a 
telegram from Pres Jos F Smith advising me that at a meeting of 
the council yesterday by unanimous vote selected Stephen L 
Richards 4 as a member of the Quorum of the twelve to fill the va- 
cancy caused by the death of President F M Lyman. I wired to Presi- 
dent Smith an answer and also to Bro. Richards copies of which I 
have filed. . . . 

[Saturday Feby 3/ 17] The President has given German Ambassador 
his passport and will call our ambassador. Great excitement and 
war is predicted. The papers of the country are almost a unit in 


3 Hugh L. Scott served as Wilson’s Secretary of War until 1917 when Newton 
D. Baker was appointed to the post. 

4 Stephen L Richards (1879-1959) was a University of Chicago trained lawyer 
who later served in the First Presidency from 1951 until his death. 
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demanding the above action by the President. The President ad- 
dressed the joint session of the Senate and House of Rep at 2 
oclock. He recited pledges made by Germany and her last note 
giving notice of a change in policy from that promised after the 
Sussex case. 3 The President announced he had given the German 
Ambassadore his passport and recalled our Ambassadore from 
Berlin. Expressed the belief that Germany would not carry out the 
plan announced in her last note but if she does the United States 
would defend her rights even to the extent of war. . . . The message 
of the President was heartily received by Senators & Congressmen 
and applauded by the Galleries. . . . 

[Friday Feby 9/1 7] .. . Senate met at 1 1 oclock and D C Appro Bill 
was taken up at once. War conditions are not so exciting as last 
week and most Americans believe Germany will avoid a conflict 
with the U.S. if possible. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 1/1 7] .. . The morning papers carry an item charg- 
ing Germany with an attempt to unite Mexico and [incite] mexico 
to war upon the United States and publishes what purports to be 
a copy of a letter signed by Zimmerman n" the Secy of Foreign Af- 
fairs of Germany. Sen Lodge introduced a resolution asking the 
President if the letter of Zimmermann was authentic etc. It was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and was reported 
back to Senate about 4 oclock p m and immediate consideration 
of it was granted. . . . 

[Monday Mar 5/17] Inauguration day. Stormy in morning but 
cleared off and very cold. The President took the oath of office 
yesterday and intends to take it again today. Last night I distributed 
tickets allotted to me to the Utah people and gave all present an 
admission card to the bill room. . . . Presidential platform in front 
of the East entrance to the Capitol at which place the President 
took oath of Office and delivered his inaugural address. He headed 


5 German U-boats sank an unarmed French passenger ship (Sussex) in the Eng- 
lish Channel on 24 March 1916, and the German High Command breached sub- 
sequent promises to stop indiscriminate torpedoing. 

6 Arthur Zimmermann was the German Foreign Secretary. He sent a coded 
message to the German minister in Mexico, Heinrich Von Eckhardt, allegedly promis- 
ing Mexico areas of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. 
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the parade accompanied by Mrs Wilson. Very little cheering 
among the people. Many remarked it was more like a funeral than 
an inaugural parade. . . . 

[Sunday Mar 11/17] . . . The President yesterday gave instruc- 
tions to arm American Merchant Ships and man the same with 
American Gunmen, claiming he has the authority with sanctum 
of Congress. I was at the office for about three hours. Received 
a great many letters requesting application blanks for pensions 
under the law granting pensions to the Black Hawk War fight- 
ers. 7 Received among the letters a number of congratulations for 
my success in passing the same. After dinner Allie and I took 
Bro & Sister A W Ivins and Vincent Cardon and family on auto 
ride through the Parks and drives. Bro Ivins leaves for New York 
tonight. After the ride I went [on] a walk with Bro. Ivins and we 
discussed the war situation. 

[Monday Mar 12/17] ... I received a telegram from Harold advis- 
ing me that the first shipment of ore from the Western Utah Cop- 
per Co had gone forward to-day. This will be a great event in the 
Deep Creek mining district and means a great deal to the future 
prosperity of the State for it is the beginning of the opening up of 
a great mining camp. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 15/17] Attended a meeting of the Finance Com to 
consider the appointments by the President as members of the 
Tariff Commission. The Republicans are disappointed in the men 
named and oppose most of them. Most of them are appointed for 
political work for the President. I shall have no confidence in any 
report the Commission will make. Most of them are free traders. 
The names are as follow: [1] Frank W Taussig of Mass, a free trader 
and Dem. [2] Daniel C Roper, So Carolina, Politician, formerly 1st 
asst P O General, Dem. [3] DavidJ Lewis, Md., A Lame Duck demo- 
crat with socialistic tendencies. [4] Wm Kent, Cal., head of the Wil- 
son League during last election and financed the league. A So 
called free trade Republican and lately a so called independent. A 
lame duck. [5] Wm S. Culbertson, Kan., A LaFollette sort of Re- 


7 The Black Hawk War was fought off and on during the 1860s in central and 
southern Utah. 
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publican. Assisted LaFollette during the consideration of the Un- 
derwood Tariff Bill. [6] Edward P Costigan, of Colo., Republican 
[in the] Progressive Wilson Democrat [camp], A protection [advo- 
cate] in theory but a free trader in practice. . . . 

[[Wednesday Mar 21/1 7] .. . Harold met me at depot Salt Lake. We 
drove direct to his home. Found Alice and the children real well. 
Alice had a fine dinner ready. Had not been in the house 10 min- 
utes until the telephone began to ring for me. We went to Massa- 
chusetts] to see Ariel, Chloe Children and Ma. They were all fairly 
well. Ma is better than she has been for years and almost daffy on 
the war conditions and cannot help but denounce Germany and 
wish her all kind of harm and even distruction. I received a tele- 
gram telling me of an extra session of Congress called by the Presi- 
dent for April 2nd. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 22/17] Black Hawk veterans and their widows kept 
the telephone ringing wanting information about the law granting 
them pensions and what they had to do to secure a pension. I ad- 
vised them all. At 10 oclock I attended a meeting of the Quorum 
and Presidency at the Temple. All present with exception of Geo 
F Richards. I prayed in the opening and Pres Smith in the circle. 
I made a long report of world conditions and what we had been 
doing in Washington by way of meetings etc. in church matters. 
The meeting lasted until 4.20 p.m. ... I went to Harolds office and 
Ariel gave me a statement of the Logan Land Drainage Co’s affairs. 
Bp Nibley had refused to endorse the company’s notes. I will see 
the Bishop about the same. Brownie came to see me and at his 
request I wired Nunn I would like to see him. Nunn is at Ocean 
Park, Cal. Brownie told me his troubles and wants an increase in 
his salary. ... I gave a dinner at the Utah Hotel, served in the pri- 
vate dining room and had with me Pres Smith and wife, Bp Nibley 
and son Joel. Harold and Alice and Ariel and Chloe. A splendid 
dinner. We chatted after dinner until 10 oclock. Pres Smith and I 
then called to see Aunt Em Wells. . . . 

[Friday Mar 23/17] I went to Provo on Orem Ry leaving Salt 
Lake at 8.15 a m and arriving there at 9.50 a m. Brother Brig 8 


Brigham Smoot, a full brother to Reed Smoot. 
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and wife took same train. I had a talk with them for first time for 
years. They are going to Provo to attend the banquet to be given 
by the Smoot Lumber Co to the Company’s stockholders. . . . 
Went direct to the Commercial Club and met a special commit- 
tee headed by Fred Richmond and composed of leading citizens 
of Salt Lake City. . . . The organization has for its purpose to 
protect lines of transportation, production and life of citizens 
the fear of which is earned by the threatened war with Germany. 
The reports showed German meetings of a secret nature, many 
threats and plots to do damage if war is declared. I think they 
are unduly alarmed but it is well to be prepared. We prepared a 
telegram which I sent to the Secy of War a copy of which I have 
filed with my papers. . . . 

[Saturday Mar 24/17] . . . Spent some time at the Presidents office 
in discussing the attitude our German saints should take during 
the threatened break between Germany and U S and in case of 
war. We had Bro Scholtis 9 before us and told him of reports being 
circulated that some of our people were talking unwisely and asked 
him to see that no latter day saint German made any demonstra- 
tion against the Government of the U.S. whether they were citizens 
of the U.S. or not. At 12 oclock I met with about 400 Black Hawk 
Veterans and widows and after prayer and singing I spoke to them 
for over two hours explaining the Act granting them pensions and 
giving them instructions how to proceed to get same. I answered 
questions for over 3/ 4 of hour. A vote of thanks was extended to 
me for my success in securing the passage of the bill. I offered the 
benediction. . . . 

[Sunday Mar 25/17] After breakfast I went to the Utah Hotel to 
meet the Governors Secy as per his request last evening. The 
Governor decided to hold a mass meeting and wanted to discuss 
details with me. We agreed that it should be held in the Taber- 
nacle if it could be had for Monday evening. I went to see 
President Smith and asked him for the use of the Tabernacle for 
that purpose and he granted it with an expressed hope that Rev 
Goshen would not be asked to take part and gave me the reason 


9 Probably Arnold Henry Schulthess, presiding elder of the German-speaking 
LDS meetings in Salt Lake City and publisher of the Beobachter newspaper. 
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why. The last time Goshen took part in exercises held in the 
Tabernacle he prayed to an unknown God and as soon as he 
concluded his prayer he put on his hat and put a cigar in his 
mouth and walked out of the building. . . . 

[Monday Mar 26/17] ... At the conference with L L Nunn we dis- 
cussing the leasing bills both power and minerals such as oil, gas 
sodium, phosphate etc. I told him I did not intend to kill myself 
in preventing the passage of the bills now that the Supreme Court 
had decided the Beaver River Power Case. He wanted to know 
about the mining situation in the Deep Creek Country and I told 
him what we were doing. Had lunch at the Alta Club with Harold 
Mr Jones and Mac Vickie. Must have had a hundred callers and 
the telephone was ringing for me every few minutes. The mass 
meeting was held at 8 oclock at the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle 
was crowded to overflowing and many could not gain admittance. 
Gov Bamberger presided and many Utah people who voted for 
him were ashamed of him. He is not the man for Governor and 
was ill at ease and totally incapable. . . . President Penrose offered 
the opening prayer and it was most appropriate. Bamberger intro- 
duced Mayor Ferry as presiding officer and he made a short 
speech. He made an unfortunate remark in my opinion when he 
said “There are but two classes of people in the United States to- 
day— Americans and Traitors.” The speakers were and in their or- 
der: Rev P A Simpkins, 10 Reed Smoot, W H King, Capt French and 
Fred Richmond. I received great applause and at the conclusion 
of the meeting received the congratulations of hundreds of those 
present. 

[Tuesday Mar 27/17] ... At 7.45 p m went to the Utah Hotel to 
banquet given by the Bonneville Club in honor of Mr Howe of 
N.Y. [who is the] U S Commissioner of Immigration and Mr 
Allen Albert of Minn. It was held in the ball room and it was 
crowded. Howe spoke on “Standing at the Gates of Ellis Island.” 
Mr Albert gave a general talk. He referred to my statement last 
night that the Constitution of the U.S. was an inspired instru- 
ment as the one most to be commended and the Statement of 


10 The Reverend Peter A. Simpkin was a pastor of Phillips Congregational 
church. 
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Mr King that our country was born out of war as being the one 
most indefensible. . . . 

[Wednesday Mar 28/17] ... I called on a few of the businessmen 
and told them good bye. Had a short conference with Wm. Spry. 
He is not singing the praises of Gov Bamberger now. Many people 
tell me if the election was now they would not vote for Bamberger 
or Wilson. The train was 2 hours late in leaving Salt Lake. I took 
Chloe and her two boys with me. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 29/17] Nearly three hours late and by the time we 
reached Cheyenne Wyo we w[ere] nearly five hours late. Troubled 
with snow drifts through Wyoming. We had a compartment and 
Chloe got along fairly well with the boys. . . . Every one on the train 
was talking] about war. We had a number of pacifists on the train 
from Iowa and they were the worst I ever met. One went so far as 
to say he would not kill a man if he was caught in the act of killing 
in his own house his daughter and wife. I told him what I thought 
of him and all like him. 

[Monday Apr 2/17] The great papers of the U.S. are demanding 
that war be declared upon Germany. I am receiving great numbers 
of telegrams and copies of resolutions protesting against war. I had 
a large number of calls. . . . The House was crowded every available 
inch of space was taken. On the arrival of the President there was 
great applause. He began to speak at 8.40 p m. His address was 
well written and well delivered. The President left no doubt as to 
his present position toward Germany. His address means war. 
Senator McLean" presented each Senator with a small silk flag. I 
had a feeling of depression during the reading of the address by 
the President. This has been a most momentous day in the history 
of America. No one can tell how far reaching the address of the 
President will lead our country in war. There is no question but 
the Congress will pass a resolution declaring a state of war exists 
between Germany and the United States. If war is declared I feel 
I must offer my services to the Government. . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 3/17] . . . There does not appear to be any particular 
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enthusiasm over the anticipated war. Everybody seems to have a 
feeling of depression. I worked the balance of the day at my office 
in answering my mail. Still receiving telegrams protesting against 
war. 

[Wednesday Apr 4/1 7] This morning I told Allie I felt like it was my 
duty to offer my services to the Government in case of war. She 
replied it was alright if I thought it was my duty to do so. I feel 
there is a need for patriotism and loyalty to our country at this 
time for there is trying times ahead of us. I consulted Senators 
Lodge, Gallinger, Kenyon 12 and Overman 13 about my resigning 
from the Senate and offer my services to the Government. Every- 
one of them stated “your greatest service to the country can be 
accomplished right here in the Senate and particularly should you 
be here at the close of the war and you must not [be] thinking of 
resigning.” They also said that there are many men in the country 
that can do what you could do in assisting in the war but there are 
very few that can do what you can in the Senate. I sent the following 
telegram to Pres Jos F Smith: “After voting for the resolution de- 
claring that a state of war exists between Germany and the United 
States and making provision to prosecute the same I feel like of- 
fering my services to our Government in any capacity I can be used 
most advantageously. I know nothing about the art or tactics of 
war but could assist in securing volunteers and serve on any com- 
mission requiring financial experience. Many positions I could fill 
with honor to our state will be open. I have consulted a few Re- 
publican and Democratic senators and most of them think I can 
best serve my state and our country in my present position and 
particularly so after close of war. What think you?”. . . After Sen 
Harding the last speaker I took the floor and as soon as order was 
had I made the following statement in the form of a prayer: Mr 
President, I rise to make this simple but earnest appeal: “God bless 
and approve the action to be taken by the Senate this day. Oh, 
Father, preserve our Government and hasten the day when liberty 
will be enjoyed by all the peoples of the earth.” It was a solemn 
occasion and after adjournment received a goodly number of con- 

12 Republican senator William Squire Kenyon (1869-1933) of Iowa. 

13 Democratic senator Lee Slater Overman (1854-1930) of North Carolina. 
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gratulations from Senators. It was the first prayer offered in the 
Senate by a Senator. ... A declaration of war is certain. Prepara- 
tions for war have been going on for some time. 

[Thursday Apr 5/17] The leading papers carried my prayer in full 
and called attention to the fact that it was the first prayer ever of- 
fered in the Senate by a Senator. Very favorable comment and I 
received hearty congratulations from many sources by letters and 
telegrams and nearly every one I met during the day thanked me 
and offered congratulations. . . . Secy of Treasury McAdoo ap- 
peared and asked for $100,000,000.00 for the Navy within a short 
time. We discussed ways to meet this extraordinary demand upon 
the Treasury. ... I received a telegram from Pres Smith in answer 
to mine sent him yesterday as follows: “Stay where you are.” . . . 
Today General Semi-annual conference begins at S L City, the 
church was organized 87 yrs ago to-day. 93 German vessels in the 
ports of the U S taken over. The President issued a proclamation 
declaring a state of war between the U.S. and Germany. All the 
naval militia and naval reserves were called to the colors. The Gen- 
eral deficiency Appro Bill passed the Senate without discussion 
carrying the $100,000,000.00 emergency war fund. Proposed army 
bill provides for raising force of 2,000,000 men & youths from 19 
to 25 to be drafted. Much opposition expressed by Senators and 
Congressmen. ... I was alone with car and at 6th and Mass Ave 
[and] was run into by some unknown person. I had the right of 
way. I stopped as soon as I could get car to curb and as I stopped 
a drunken negro undertook to get in the car thinking it was ajitney 
as jitneys 1 1 are running during the car strike. I could hardly get him 
out. I concluded I would not get [the] number of [the] car that 
struck me and drove onto the office. The wheel cap was knocked 
off and the fender slightly bent in one place. It was a square and 
hard hit and I got off better than I thought I would. I was driving 
very slow for watching closely, the party driving the car that struck 
me acted as if he did not see me. It must have damaged his car for 
it was a small one. This war is a very unpopular one. I believe a 

14 Jitneys were small bus-like vehicles used to haul passengers on regular routes 
with rather flexible schedules. 
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majority of the people are opposed to it. I am still receiving many 
protests from all parts of the country. 

[Saturday Apr 7/17] . . . Lodge and I met him (Wilson) at his office 
at 3 oclock and the conference lasted for 1 1/2 hours. He told us 
we must raise 3 billion of dollars as quickly as possible to advance 
to the Allies. The money to go to England, France, Italy and Russia. 
We to sell our bonds and purchase the bonds of the above named 
powers. Interest at the same rate we sell our bonds at and no com- 
missions allowed. We to sell a 3 1/2% bond with provision inserted 
that if in the future bonds are issued at a higher rate the present 
issue will be increased to same rate. . . . The Vice President 13 asked 
me to lunch with him and he said “I want to thank you and tell you 
how much I appreciated your prayer last Wednesday evening in 
the Senate. I was glad there was one Senator that was not afraid to 
admit that God has something to do with the affairs of the world. 
You did it so appropriately and it was appreciated.” He also said: 
“I am not a very good man and don’t profess to be but I know 
there is a God.” . . . Genl Scott 16 and Secy of War Baker 1 ' came in 
and had lunch with us. We discussed present war situation. Poor 
Baker is helpless. Genl Scott said mobilization of armed forces and 
industry well under way, and conservation of food supply has been 
undertaken. The Austrians broke with the U.S. . . . 

[Monday Apr 9/17] . . . Sen J Ham Lewis 18 made a speech in the 
Senate to-day and paid a beautiful tribute to me for the prayer I 
offered last Wednesday just before vote was taken on the Resolu- 
tion declaring a state of war existed between Germany and the U.S. 
Had a great many caller to-day. Still receiving congratulations for 
my prayer offered in Senate. 

[Wednesday Apr 11/17] .. . Dictated a large number of letters. With 
Senator King called upon the Attorney General in behalf of the 
pardoning of Raymond McCune at the request of President Jos F 

15 Thomas R. Marshall. 

16 Hugh Lennox Scott, Chief of Staff, U.S. Army. 

17 Newton D. Baker. 

18 Senator James Hamilton Lewis. 
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Smith. Had a conference with the Pardon Clerk Mr Finch and ex- 
plained] reasons for pardon. He was favorably impressed. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 15/17] . . . Mr F C Richmond of S L City called and 
we talked over how best to present the claims of Salt Lake City to 
the War Dept for Aviation School. Fort Douglas as a Brigade Post 
and Supply station. Mr. Richmond also wants to offer his services 
to the Government during the war. Agreed to arrange a meeting 
with General Scott for Tuesday morning. Mr. Richmond told me 
he was thinking of running for Governor of Utah four years hence 
or in case of Bambergers death. He would make a good Governor. 

. . . Held meeting in the evening not many present I occupied all 
the time speaking on the subject The Vitality of Mormonism. We 
had five nonmembers present. 

[Monday Apr 16/17] . . . Attended a meeting of the Finance Com- 
mittee at which the Bond issue bill which passed the House Satur- 
day was reported out favorably with a couple of amendments. . . . 
The bill authorizes the issuing of 5 Billions of bonds and 2 Billions 
of short time certificates. No check on expenditure of the money 
and it would be useless to undertake to provide one under existing 
conditions. I have no doubt great scandals will result from the ex- 
penditure of the money with no restrictions imposed upon the ad- 
ministration. ...AW McCune called in behalf of his son’s pardon. 
I told him what I had done about it and expressed the opinion the 
Pardon Clerk Mr Finch would recommend his pardon. McCune 
has no use for Senator King or Gov Bamberger. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 18/17] Nicholas Murray Butler called to see me and 
we discussed the war and political situation. He like many others 
is fearful of outcome of our entry into the war under direction of 
Wilson. Many other callers. Wrote a letter to Postmaster General 
Burleson in behalf of Raymond McCune. Mr Finch the Pardon 
Atty advised me that the Judge that sentenced McCune had made 
an adverse report and the U S Dist Attorney no recommendation. 
I advised A W McCune of the situation. . . . 

[Friday Apr 20/ 17] Allie received a letter from Anne K stating Gro- 
ver had decided to give up his office at San Francisco and return 
to Salt Lake City. They will live in their own home. I wrote to Anne 
K and sent her a check for $50.00 as I do not know whether they 
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have money enough to get home. I spoke before the Committee 
on Woman Suffrage in favor of Suffrage and the Susan B. Anthony 
resolution. . . . 19 

[Sunday Apr 22/ 17 ] . . . Hon Arthur J Balfour 2 " and the British Com- 
mission arrived in Washington for conference with American of- 
ficials over war situation. Thousands of persons line streets 
through which party passed. McAdoo announces a gigantic adver- 
tising campaign to float the five Billion bond issue. Have received 
many petitions for and against conscription. The revolution in Rus- 
sia looks very doubtful of succeeding. If it fails it means war in 
earnest for America. 

[Monday Apr 23/1 7] .. . Received a letter from the First Presidency 
stating that Sister Brisline of Logan had written them that her hus- 
band and missionary companion had been drafted by the State 
officials of Maryland they being temporarily located at Hager- 
stown. Senator French tells me the last legislature of Md passed a 
draft law. It certainly cannot apply to citizens of Utah. Will get in 
touch with the missionaries tomorrow. 

[Tuesday Apr 24/17] . . . The President gave a dinner last evening 
in honor of Hon Arthur J. Balfour and English Commissioners and 
not one Senator was asked to the dinner. ... A great deal of talk 
about it today. 

[Thursday Apr 26/17] The Secretary of the Treasury advanced to 
England the sum of $200,000,000 at 3 1/2% interest per annum 
and took the money from the sale of short-time certificates of in- 
debtedness of U S which I think is done contrary to law as the Act 
of Apr 24/17 provided how the money should be raised to loan to 
England and others engaged in war with us against Germany and 
her allies. I am glad that the money has been advanced for it is so 
greatly needed by England. . . . 

[Friday Apr 27/17] . . . The war situation does not look any better 
and the newspapers announce that in order to complete the job 


19 It was three more years (26 August 1920) before the Nineteenth Amendment 
was ratified, giving women the franchise. 

20 A cabinet member of Great Britain’s war government headed by Prime Minis- 
ter Asquith. 
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of defeating Germany and her allies, America should send over 
5,000,000 men. LaFollette called attention to this in his long 
speech beg[u]n just before midnight. 

[Monday Apr 30/1 7] The Commissioners from England and France 
paid homage to the memory of Geo Washington at his grave at Mt 
Vernon yesterday. Was at the office early. Yesterday we had to dis- 
charge Hewy the Butler as he and the cook had another fight. . . . 

[Wednesday May 2/17] Received a letter from Zella telling me of 
the pleasant time she was having in New York, also that Allie had 
visited Dr Fuller and after an examination he declares her whole 
trouble comes from a weak stomach. That he would have a stom- 
ach specialist examine her tomorrow. . . . 

[Thursday May 3/17] . . . Harold telephoned me from N Y at 4 30 
p m telling me Allie and Zella would arrive Washington at 6.30 
p.m. He stated it was impossible for him to sell any of the stock of 
the Western Utah Copper Co at present. Had arranged for an ex- 
amination of the mine by a mining engineer to represent Myer & 
Co the N Y Stock brokers. . . . Met Allie at 6.30. She had a very 
pleasant trip and Zella was delighted with her first visit to New 
York. The Doctors tell Allie she is not afflicted with Brights disease 
and her trouble came from her stomach. 

[Saturday May 3/17] . . . Attended the dinner given by Secy 
McAdoo in honor of Arthur J. Balfour. ... At the table I sat next 
to Sir Drummond and we discussed the war situation most of the 
time while dinner was being served. He pictures conditions for the 
Allies in rather a blue way and anything but satisfactory. He thinks 
America must bear a great deal of the burden of the war from now 
on and hopes an army will be sent to France as quickly as possible 
to assist. All the Allies are expecting great financial assistance as 
they are nearly at the end of their resources and will be in want of 
food in a very short time if the submarine is not prevented from 
destroying shipping as they are doing at the present time. I had a 
short talk with Balfour and he was of same opinion. I think the 
English and the French Commissioners are picturing conditions 
in their blackest form to impress the American people the neces- 
sity of immediate assistance. . . . 

[Wednesday May 9/17] ... I went with Sen Gallinger to the White 
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House at 11.30 A.M. at invitation of the President. There were 
some 30 present. . . . We were there for 1 1/2 hours and the ques- 
tion discussed was legislation authorizing the President to com- 
mandeer all industries and resources of the Country to enable him 
to successfully carry on the war and particularly to construct as fast 
as possible one Billion dollars worth of merchant ships. The Presi- 
dent made a few remarks in opening the question and also took 
occasion to apologize for not having in the past conferred with 
members of congress on question of needed legislation. ... It de- 
veloped that England had orders and contracts with every ship 
building firm in America for merchant ships and almost to the 
limit of their capacities. Denman and the President recommended 
that we take over the contracts notwithstanding the high price the 
contracts call for. Prices from 170.00 to 200.00 per ton. As the 
ships will be used for carrying food to the Allies whether owned 
by England or America. I was opposed to taking over the contracts 
as England might at well run the risk of their being sunk by sub- 
marines as we will have to if boats are ours. Again we will have 
more boats at the close of the war than we have trade for even if 
1/3 of the boats are sunk. . . . 

[Saturday May 12/17] . . . The Senate passed the Urgent Deficiency 
Appro Bill carrying the greatest appropriation ever carried in an 
Appro Bill in this country and it is stated in the world. The Presi- 
dent refuses to allow Roosevelt to raise troops for present war to 
take them to France to fight. A very small and petty piece of politics 
on his part. 21 Signed the Army Bill and named June 5th as the day 
for all male citizens between the ages of 2 1 & 30 both inclusive to 
register for the purpose of all such to be drawn from as provided 
by law. . . . 

[Monday May 21/17] Bro Peterson of Eden arrived yesterday and 
called to see me this morning. He is here to take examination as 
reading clerk of House of Representatives. He thinks he is won- 

21 Although the French were eager to welcome his division to the western front, 
Wilson and Secretary of War Baker opposed political generals taking command. Ex- 
president Roosevelt was by this time fifty-eight years old and half-blind but still at- 
tempted to bluster his way toward new victories. He would be dead in a year and a 
half. 
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derfully qualified for such a position. He also has received an ap- 
pointment to work around Washington D. C. as a missionary in 
case he fails to secure the appointment as reading clerk of House. 
I gave notice at the meeting last evening that the attendance was 
so small on account of so many leaving Washington we would dis- 
continue our Sunday meetings. . . . 

[Friday June 1/17] . . . Attended a dinner given at the New Willard 
Hotel at 7.80 p m. by Senator Weeks at which were present Weeks, 
Sen Curtis, John Mulholland, John Dwight, Dr David Starr Jordan 
and J S Bache. We discussed the world war conditions until 11 
oclock and many very interesting subjects were considered. All ex- 
pressed themselves as being sure there was a feeling of unrest in 
the United States and a distrust of the administrations war policy. 

[Saturday June 2/17] . . . Received a telegram from E E Jenkins that 
he with seven other Mormon Missionaries on their way to New 
Zealand all holding passports and under military age were not al- 
lowed to leave the United States until their passports were visaed 
by the English Ambassador at Washington D C. I took up the ques- 
tion with Ambassador Rice" and he told me he would have to get 
permission from London and would cable at once. I did not like 
the way he answered me but can only wait The missionaries are to 
sail June 6th. 

[Sunday June 3/17] . . . Received a telegram from President Smith 
about the eight elders denied passage to New Zealand and asking 
to secure instructions from English Ambassador. . . . 

[Monday June 4/17] . . . I talked with the English Ambassador about 
the missionaries and he told me he had received no word as yet 
from London. I reminded him they were to sail June 6th. I doubt 
whether he cabled to London. His attitude was anything but satis- 
factory. . . . 

[Tuesday June 5/17] .. .1 tried to get in touch with the English Am- 
bassador but could not. His Secretary informed me that the Am- 
bassador could not visa the missionaries passports as New Zealand 
had informed him that Mormon Missionaries were not wanted in 
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New Zealand. Said nothing about any word from London. I told 
him what I thought of such unjust action and I wanted in the near 
future time to explain to the Ambassador the working being done 
by the Missionaries of the Mormon Church in New Zealand. This 
is Registration day and reports from all parts of the country indi- 
cate no serious trouble as indicated by recent meetings in different 
parts of the Country at which young men w[ere] advised not to 
register and defy the law. There were over 10 million men regis- 
tered ages between 21 and 30 yrs both inclusive. . . . Many Senators 
wanted to attend the gatherings of the Veterans The confederate 
flag is seen every where and put to the fore on every occasion I do 
not care to see it. The war situation in Russia is bad and prospects 
for the future anything but encouraging. . . . 

[Wednesday June 6/17] . . . Senator King telephoned me that Pres 
Smith would like to see R W Young appointed a member of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission and he had seen Pres Wilson 
in his behalf. Wanted my support. . . . 

[Friday June 8/17] . . . I called at the English Embassy at 6 oclock 
The Ambassador was not in but I presented my protest against the 
action taken to the Secy of Embassy. I left with him to be brought 
to the attention of the Ambassador all correspondence on the mat- 
ter. I outlined the work and object of our mission work. He was 
interested in my statement but stated the action taken by the Am- 
bassador was at the request of the New Zealand Government. 

[Monday June 11/17] . . . Mr Ed Brerer 23 arrived and he talked 
with me about his desire to be appointed a member of the Inter 
State Commerce Commission. He tells me Judge Van Deventer 
would do all his power for him. Would meet me later and dis- 
cuss plan to bring his application to the attention of the Presi- 
dent. R W Young here for same purpose. He tells me he does 
not want the position but Pres Smith thought he ought to accept 
it as Senator King had stated he thought Wilson would appoint 
him if he wished the place. . . . 

[Tuesday June 12/17] ... I received a telegram from Pres Smith 


23 Probably Everard Bierer, Jr., a Salt Lake City lawyer who had served as a De- 
partment of Interior examiner and attorney. 
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about the refusal of New Zealand to allow our Missionaries to go 
there. I took the question up again with the English Embassy but 
they had received no word from the cable sent by them after my 
former visit. . . . 

[Thursday June 14/17] . . . Received a telegram from Brownie ask- 
ing for a loan at the Bank of $200.00 I will wire Farrer to advance 
him $200.00 and charge to my account Alice is much worried over 
the possibility of Harold being drafted for the war. Harold will not 
have her suggest even that he be given some Government position 
instead of going to the front if drawn. . . . 

[Friday June 15/17] . . . Wired President Smith to notify missionar- 
ies not to leave for missions to England or her possessions until 
final and definite action is taken by the English Government and 
only in case the decision was favorable. . . . 

[New York; Monday June 18/17] . . . After breakfast I went with 
Harold and MacVichie to J S Bach [sic] & Co’s. Had a talk with 
Mr Bache and Max Wesler about placing 125,000 shares of the 
Western Utah Copper Co upon the market It soon developed 
that they did not want to handle it but would join Mr Meyer if 
he desired to undertake the sale. . . . The Irving National Bank 
wih pay for the stock[.] I took lunch with Simon Guggenheim 
and Wm Loeb Jr. 24 I asked Guggenheim to purchase from us 80 
cars of copper ore that we have in transit between the mine and 
International Smelter as there was a strike at the International 
and no telling when it would be settled. I also asked him to 
arrange with the American Smelting and Refining Co to handle 
150 to 200 days of our copper ore per day. He stated Mr New- 
house would have to pass upon that and made an appointment 
for Harold to meet Mr Newhouse tomorrow morning at 10 
oclock for that purpose. Promised to do what he could to assist 
us. Harold and I called at the Irving National Bank and bor- 
rowed One Hundred and thirty thousand dollars to enable us to 
take up the option of the Hornblower & Weeks stock. . . . 

[Wednesday June 20/17] . . . Sent a check of 100.00 to C W Nibley 


24 Probably William Loeb, a former secretary to Theodore Roosevelt and later a 
vice-president of the American Smelting and Refining Company. 
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Chairman as a donation to the Red Cross. Answered a large num- 
ber of letters before closing the days work. 

[Friday June 22/17] ... I attended a dinner given by Senator 
Phelan 25 in honor of Mr Hoover the head of Food Control. 26 There 
were present Senators Martin, Hitchcock, Thomas Walsh William 
Johnson of Cal and myself also Denman of shipping Board and 
about 1/2 doz gentlemen from California at present working with 
Mr Hoover. Hoover made a speech stating the object of the Lever 
Bill 27 for the purpose of controlling the Food, feed and fuel supply 
of the country. He expects to control production and prices[.] 
Stated what he intended to do with Sugar and other commodities. 
Denman spoke on control of shipping and all articles used in their 
construction If the two speak the views of this administration busi- 
ness in a short time will be run by Government commissions. 

[Friday June 29/17] . . . Mrs Mary Y Patterson called on me this 
morning and told me of her helpless condition. I knew her 
husband when he was a reporter on the Chicago Tribune. He 
died some years ago leaving his family nothing but a home with 
a mortgage on it. Mrs Patterson says her boy has joined the army 
and can give her no further assistance. She has tried to live by 
writing articles for newspapers and magazines and lately much 
of that income has been cut off on account of the high cost of 
print paper compelling publishers to cut down expense. The 
bank has notified her unless she paid up the back interest in the 
mortgage by next Saturday it must foreclose. She has been al- 
most crazy on the situation and did not know where to turn but 
last night thought she would call and see what I could do for 
her. I told her I would see what I could do for her and she could 
call on me tomorrow noon for my answer. I advanced her 200.00 
and asked each of the following Senators to advance with an 
understanding it may never be paid back $50.00 which they did: 

25 Democratic senator James Duval Phelan (1861-1930) of California. 

26 Future president Herbert Hoover was appointed by President Wilson as head 
of the temporary Food Administration until legislation could be passed authorizing 
such a program. 

27 This bill became known as the Lever Food and Fuel Control Act which 
authorized President Wilson to regulate and issue orders to stimulate and conserve 
production and control the distribution of food and fuels. 
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Senators Weeks, Lewis, Saulsbury, Brandegee Brady and Knox. I 
will have her the $500.00 tomorrow. . . . 

[Saturday June 30/17] ... I handed the $500.00 to Mrs Patterson 
She was a very gratiful little woman. She insists upon trying to pay 
the sum back. I doubt whether it will ever be done. Her husband 
was relating to the McCormacks of Chicago. . . . 

[Tuesday July 3/17] . . . Governor Bamberger’s wife and daughter 
was here to-day. I met them in the Senate restaurant room. They 
were taking lunch with Senator King. The race riot at East St Louis 
is an awful thing. Many negros killed and wounded and a few white 
people. . . . 2tl 

[Thursday July 5/17] . . . Received a telegram from LaFayette 
Hanchett complaining of the treatment Utah is receiving through 
the Associated Press in giving the amount raised from the Red 
Cross much less than the amount raised See telegram. I called the 
Washington Representative of Asso Press and gave him a state- 
ment to correct former reports and he promised it would be car- 
ried to morrow. I also let the officials of the Red Cross know that 
the people of Utah thought they had been unjustly treated for it— 
developed they were responsible. . . . 

[Saturday July 7/17] John W Young called this morning. He did not 
disclose what he wanted but no doubt will before he leaves. . . . 
This was a great day for prohibition. I offered an amendment and 
it was adopted by a vote of 65 to 12 directing the President to take 
over all distilled spirits in bond and pay for same, plus a profit not 
to exceed 10 per centum. This had cause a great deal of debate. 
See Congressional record. Received many congratulations for suc- 
cess and the fairness of the amendment. If this remains in the bill 
in Conference and become the law there will never be any more 
distilled spirits manufactured in the U.S. for beverage purposes. 
The prohibitionists were profuse in their congratulations and the 
whisky men could not justly complain. . . . 


28 The riot was spawned by employment dissatisfaction in a factory holding gov- 
ernment contracts. In the melee forty blacks lost their lives through clubbings, stab- 
bings, and hangings. German propagandists made the most of such riots, using them 
to foment anti-war feelings among the blacks. 


362 


Arranging Draft Exemptions 


[Monday July 9/17] . . . Some of the Daily papers attacked my 
amendment particularly by the whisky papers of Phila and New 
York. ... I received many congratulations on the adoption of my 
prohibition amendment. I took Bp C W Nibley and daughter Mar- 
garet to dinner and after dinner went for an Auto ride. 

[Wednesday July 11/17] . . .John W Young called and he intimated 
to me he would like me to go in business with him in developing 
certain industries in Utah that would yield millions of dollars. He 
can rest assured that I will never go into business with him. He 
expects to start up his Mexican Ry construction. . . . 

[Thursday July 12/17] . . . J. W Young again called on me and he 
arrived at the point of asking me to assist him in building his Mexi- 
can Railway. I promptly told him I would not do so. . . . Sen Cham- 
berlain asked me about J. W Young whether he was a reliable man 
and if I knew anything about his Mexican R R proposition I told 
him he had better use his own judgment about any proposition 
John W might make him. 

[Friday July 13/1 7] I ate something last night that started my bowels 
running and I am not feeling well this morning. John W Young is 
still here trying to get money on his Mexican railroad grant. . . . 

[Saturday July 14/17] . . .John W Young came to the point this 
morning and made me an offer on a lot of Mexican Ry bonds and 
stock if I would loan him 1500.00. He began dropping until he 
reached 250.00. I told him I would have nothing to do with his 
road, its stock or bonds or himself. He then tried Sen King, so King 
reported to me in the afternoon. . . . 

[Monday July 16/17] ... I received a letter from Admiral Benson 
telling that John W Young called on him and promised payment 
of the amount John W had got out of him and thought I aught to 
know he was in Washington so I could warn against him. I went to 
bed early. 

[Friday July 20/17] This morning in Room 226 of Senate office 
Building the Drawing for the draft for army took place beginning 
at 9.30 A.M. There was a large crowd present. I wired Harold to 
send me his draft number and that of Brownie. . . . Still raining 
but much warmer to-day the drawing for the draft for 10 000 000 
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men for the army took place. It was held in Room 226 Senate office 
building beginning at 9 30 A.M. I was present for awhile. See paper 
for description. I wired home asking for Red Ink number of Harold 
and Brownie. Received answer Brownie 915 Harold 1706. Dont 
believe either was drawn for the first service as that is for 687,000 
men and twice that number will be examined to reserve for 687 
000 men. Cannot tell positively. I have been worried over the out- 
come. 

[Wednesday July 25/1 7] Received a letter from British Ambassador 
Rice notifying me that New Zealand insisted upon excluding our 
Missionaries. . . . 

[Thursday July 26/17] Receiving many letters and telegrams pro- 
testing against taxation as proposed in the Revenue Bill. The war 
news from Russia is very bad for the Allies. The Russian Army is 
on the run and if reports are true next to demoralized. Means more 
American soldiers and a long bloody war before the end is reached 
if reports are true. . . . Wired Harold about enlisting in Quarter 
masters Corp. Wrote Allie and went to bed. 

[Monday July 30/17] . . . Received a telegram from Pres Smith ask- 
ing about decision on question of the exemption of our Mission- 
aries from War Draft. I wired him I had sent copy of Gen’l Crow- 
der’s 29 letter to him last Thursday. Decision favorable. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 8/1 7] . . . Received a telegram from Allie. She says 
she will leave for home first of next week. The President had his 
Secretary telephone me he did not desire to change his action in 
the Raymond McCune case. I shall write him my opinion of the 
case not withstanding his telephone message. . . . Sent the British 
Ambassador a letter asking a reconsideration of the decisions of 
the officials of New Zealand, Australia and South Africa and indi- 
rectly gave some reasons for same. 

[Monday Aug 13/17] . . . The Herald Republican announces that 
Harolds name has been reached and he is to be drafted in the first 
army. I wired him if I could assist him here and asked him what 
decision he had reached as to action on draft. I received a letter 


29 General Enoch H. Crowder. 
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from Allie. She says she is sorry for Harold but does not say he was 
to be drafted in the first call. I hope something can be done so he 
will not have to go as a private. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 16/17] Was up early and at the office before 8 
oclock. At 9.30 I met Gen’l Crowder and read him Harold’s tele- 
gram and he asked me to wire Harold to claim exemption on 
ground of injustice being done to men who do not claim any ex- 
emption as outlined in his telegram and that he would wire Gov- 
ernor Bamberger to stop such actions of the Local Boards. I took 
with me Harold’s photo to show the General what a fine man he 
is. I told him Harold did not want to dodge the draft but wanted 
to prevent any injustice being done to boys and men who do not 
claim exemption. That Harold and I were willing for Harold to 
give his services to the Government but in doing so we wanted him 
to render the service that will best serve the Government, and I 
thought that would be along the line of his experience and special 
qualifications. I told the General what Harold had accomplished 
in a business way. The General thought our position was the cor- 
rect one and advised me that if he was drafted in the National Army 
he would be transfered from a private to my Dept of the Army. 
Suggested that if drafted as soon as he reached the training camp 
to let him know. I think Harold would give better service in the 
Quartermaster General office than in the trenches. 30 

[Sunday Aug 19/17] I went to the office at 10 oclock and looked 
over my mail and dictated a number of letters. It looks as if all 
my office force will be drafted and I have been trying to get in 
touch with some Utah citizens to take the place of my force if 
they go to war. I am going to try to have Van Wagoner ex- 
empted for I do not see how I can get along without him if my 
other clerks are taken. . . . 

[Monday Aug 20/17] . . . C W Nibley arrived and held with a great 
many sugar men from different parts of the country a conference 
with Mr Hoover the Food Dictator about the future price to be 
charged for Sugar. I did not get to see him as he did not get out 


so Such fatherly concern caused Smoot negative press after the war. 
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of the conference until after 7 oclock. I sent Harold a telegram 
about selling out his business. 

[Saturday Sept 8/17] . . . Mat Thomas' 1 and Congressman Welling 32 
called. Thomas informed me he was a candidate for a place on the 
Waterway Commission and wanted me to introduce him to Sen 
Newland '' with a view of securing a letter of endorsement for the 
place. He would not ask Sen King to do so as he told him and 
Welling that he would insist upon the appointment of A. J. Weber’ 4 
to the Interstate Commerce Commission and if Utah was to have 
but one place Weber was to have it. I received a telegram from 
President Smith asking me to have Bp Nibley see him and object 
to his support of Weber as a member of the I.C.C. and King told 
Nibley that he had no intention of supporting Weber. This is King 
alright. I told Thomas if Weber is appointed as a member of the 
I.C.C. I would prevent his confirmation if possible. . . . 

[Saturday Sept 15/17] . . . This afternoon I took Harold and called 
upon Gen’l Sharp’’ Quartermaster General and General Crowder 
Provost Marshall General and explained to them the situation 
Harold was in and asked their council what to do as I wanted the 
Government to get the best service Harold was capable of giving 
as long as he was to give up his business and family to enter the 
Government service. Gen’l Sharp recommended to enlist and in- 
structed Major Davis to wire the General in charge of the Quarter- 
master General Depot at San Francisco to reserve a place for 
Harold. Harold to enlist as soon as he could arrange his affairs. 

[Thursday Sept 20/17] . . . The Secretary of Treasury” 3 was before 
us and ... a number of Navy men including the Secy of the Navy. " 

31 Thomas, from Ogden, was a longtime associate of Smoot and prominent 
businessman. 

32 Milton H. Welling, Utah Democratic congressman, was elected to his first 
term in 1916, re-elected in 1918, and lost in 1922 to Don Colton. 

33 Democratic senator Francis Griffith Newlands (1848-1917) of Nevada. 

34 Albert John Weber was a Salt Lake attorney and Democratic campaign 
speaker. He was later elevated to the Utah Supreme Court in 1918 and served 
until 1925. 

35 General Henry T. Sharpes. 

36 William G. McAdoo. 

37 Josephus Daniels. 
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All wanting increases I notified the Secy of the Treasury that the 
time would soon arrive if not already here when requests for Bil- 
lions of Dollars appropriation would have to be accompanied by 
detail statements. Showing for what the money was going to be 
spent and not by merely stating we think we will require a given 
amount. I was very tired and went to bed early. 

[Saturday Sept 22/1 7] King made a fool of himself 8 in Senate to-day, 
but will secure publicity for it and that is what he loves. . . . 

[Saturday Sept 29/17] ... A Mormon Missionary in Pittsburg, Pa 
and Clarksburg West Va. were denied exemption on the ground 
they were Missionaries of the Mormon Church, one was even an 
alien resident. Had Provost Marshal Gen’l wire Governors of each 
of the States demanding to know the reasons. 

[Friday Oct 5/17] It looks as if we never will get rid of workmen 
painting and papering the home. I never saw such slow work- 
man. . . . 

[Monday Oct 8/17] ... I called on General Crowder about the 
missionaries that had been denied exemption from the draft and 
he again wired the Governers of Pennsylvania and West Virginia 
regarding the action of local and district boards and Pittsburg 
and Clarksburg. I talked with him about Harold and he told me 
he had every reason to believe that the future drafts would not 
be selected on the basis of the first one. There would be four 
classes, the 1st would be unmarried men and men who were 
living on the incomes of their wives and otherwise useless and 
unproductive citizens. The 2nd class would include married men 
who had no dependents relying on them for support and a 
certain restricted class of agriculturists etc. He thought the next 
draft would be for from 400 to 500 thousand men and that 
Harold would not be reached. He advised that Harold go right 
on with his business. I then called on Major Davis of Q M Dept 


38 Senator King pled for lower prices on some staples: “I feel now is a time for 
patriotism and not for profit ... It seems to me if Senators would send out the word 
everywhere to the people of their States, ‘We think you ought to be patriotic and 
lower prices instead of raising prices,’ they would be doing a public service and mak- 
ing lighter the burdens of the Government in this hour of trial and sacrifice.” Smoot 
was offended by his suggestion that sugar prices be lowered. 
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and he told me if Harold was drafted to let him know and the 
Dept would ask for his detail to the Quartermaster Corps either 
before going to the Encampment or after. Told me Harold 
might as well continue his work until the draft was sure to come. 
Held a conference with Barnard Baruch, Mr Myers 19 and Mr 
Ryan 40 as to the price Government was to fix on lead. I called 
their attention to a telegram I received from the Utah Chapter 
of American Mining congress. I also took up the question with 
the federal Trade Commission with a request that the cost of 
producing lead in Utah be investigated. I asked Mr Ryan to 
instruct the International Smelter Co to give the Western Utah 
Copper Co a better rate than the company now has for smelting 
lead ores and showed him some of the returns that netted us a 
loss of thousands of dollars. . . . 4] 

[Wednesday Oct 10/17] Secured a new butler for Allie. The paper 
hangers and painters are still with us. The Saturday Evening Post 
sent a man to take a photo of me to use in an article they say they 
expect to use giving the Post’s views of me and my senatorial la- 
bors. It was taken in front of the Senate office building. I presented 
to Secy of State Lansing copies of all my correspondence in the 
case of New Zealand, Australia and South Africa refusing to allow 
the Mormon Missionaries to land. I wrote him a letter and called 
in person requesting that our Government take up the question 
for settlement. Lansing promised to attend to the matter. I leave 
for New York at 12.30 this evening and from there leave for Utah 
tomorrow . . . 

[Thursday Oct 11/17] Arrived in New York at 7 20 A M. Had very 
little sleep as my head ached and my stomach was running off. . . . 
Next called on Simon Guggenheim and asked him for a special 
treatment charge on lead ores from the Western Utah Copper Co 
and to receive at least 100 tons per day. The ore carries a large 


39 Eugene Meyer, a New York financier, was a member of the Advisory Commit- 
tee of the Council of National Defense. He later chaired the Federal Reserve Board 
and was publisher of the Washington Post. 

40 John D. Ryan was an industrial advisor in the war production agencies and 
also chaired Wilson’s Aircraft Board. 

41 The Western Copper Company was causing trouble for Smoot, which he 
knew could worsen without intervention. 


368 



Arranging Draft Exemptions 


percentage of Arsenic and insolubles Besides the Smelters have 
more ore contracted for than they can handle with Labor troubles 
and shortage of coal. Guggenheium sent for Mr Newhouse 42 and 
we discussed the question for a long time. All sorts of excuses were 
offered and at last I told Guggenheim I wanted a rate that would 
justify our mining the ore as it was vital to me. He dictated a tele- 
gram to be sent to Mr Whittey telling him to make the very best 
rate possible and to arrange to handle 100 tons per day and that I 
would see him in Salt Lake City next Monday. I did not try to see 
the Anaconda people or the International Smelter people as I am 
going to rely upon the Guggenheim to take care of me. . . 

[Sunday Oct 14/17] I prepared an interview for the papers to be 
given the reporters on my arrival at Salt Lake City. . . . Had a fine 
dinner [In Salt Lake City I] Gave my interview to the reporters of 
Herald Republican and Tribune. . . . Harold told me that Mr 
Phelan reported there was not more than 10,000 more tons of ship- 
ping ore in the Western Utah Copper Co. The engineers reports 
including Capt MacVichies were wrong and things look very seri- 
ous. We are owning on the property over $210,000.00 and he did 
not think we would get out of the ore developed more than about 
80,000. I am on all the paper and the report has made me sick. 
MacVichie says it is not so bad as Phelan reports but admits it is 
bad enough. . . . 

[Monday Oct 15/1 7] .. . We talked over rates we must have for our 
Lead rates. I with Harold called on Charley Whitley of the Ameri- 
can Smelter and refining Co. and told him of my visit to Guggen- 
heims and what they told me[.] he had also instructed Whitley to 
do everything possible for us. We talked rates for some time and 
Whitley called up their Denver man and talked with him about 
handling our Lead ore containing 13% Arsenic. ... I was asked to 
attend a meeting of the directors of the Guardian Causalty Co. 
MacVichie and Holbrook having told me of the horrible condition 


42 Samuel Newhouse made his money in mining in Colorado and Utah and be- 
came involved with Daniel Jackling in the Bingham Copper Company. He was prob- 
ably most noted for his palatial Newhouse Hotel in Salt Lake City. 

4S Despite an image of rectitude, Smoot applied pressure where he and his 
friends had investment interests. Indirectly these special favors benefitted Utah busi- 
ness in general. 
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of the Company. At the meeting we had the California Insurance 
Examiner make a statement showing condition of the Company. 
It developed that the company could scarsely pay its obligations 
notwithstanding we put 150,000 new capital into it last July. We 
will have to decide whether to liquidate, go into the hands of a 
receiver or put more money into the business We have already put 
600 000.00 into it. I have 24,200.00 of the Stock. No doubt it will 
be a total loss. I find things so bad I am sick to my stomach. I did 
not sleep last night. Am weary and will try and sleep tonight. 

[Tuesday Oct 16/17] I went to the office with Harold early and met 
Mr Phelan the mine supt and questioned him about the ore in the 
mine and he gave me a most gloomy report. It was so bad it made 
me sick and if true I will loose $100,000.00 or more on the deal as 
I will have to stand all the loss as Harold and Jones cannot put up 
anything. 

[Wednesday Oct 17/17] Held a conference with MacVichie and 
Phelan and tried to get a definite opinion as to how much ore was 
developed and the value of the same but it was unsatisfactory but 
Phelan impressed me as telling the facts. We again met Whitley 
and Bidwell but no agreement reached. They both claim they want 
to handle the ore for us but the price asked so far seems prohibi- 
tive. ... I am sick and cannot sleep at night worrying over condi- 
tions. I had many callers. In the evening Maggie Dusenberry and 
Mattie Glazier called I went to bed early and slept or tried to in my 
old bed. I wish I had one as good in Washington. 

[Thursday Oct 18/1 7/1 could not sleep last night I tried most of the 
night to figure out what was best to do under the conditions exist- 
ing and how I was to raise the money to pay the heavy loss. My 
bowels began to run off about 2.30 a m. I was almost exhausted 
when morning came. ... At 1 1 .45 with the Governor and a number 
of leading men of the city and officers from Fort Douglas we met 
Secy of Treasury Wm. G. McAdoo. We drove direct to the Salt 
Lake Theatre The house was filled. I sat with the Secy. Gov Barn- 
burger introduced the Secy. He spoke for one hour nearly on the 
war and liberty bonds. Made a good talk and complimented me 
for my knowledge of the finances of the Government and my loyal 
support of the Administration in this trying war times. . . . Finan- 
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rial conditions are such that I am sick at heart and is the cause of 
my sleepless nights. 

[Saturday Oct 20/17] ... I am suffering from indigestion caused by 
the worry over the Western Utah Copper situation. It looks as if I 
am in for a great loss. It has worried me so I cannot sleep. 

[Monday Oct 22/17] ... At an informal meeting of the directors of 
the Guardian Casualty Co it was decided to put up $150,000 and 
th[u]s prevent the appointment of a receiver. ... In the evening I 
met with Bp C W Nibley and J. P Casey Mgr Herald Republican. 
We agreed to make an assessment on the Stock of 4.00 per share. 
Also to reorganize the Board of Directors and the following names 
were suggested Nibley, Booth, Jackling, Jenkins Wattis of Ogden 
Ernest Bamburger or one of the Auerbach boys and myself. Casey 
was to see Jackling and Nibley Auerbach. I am still suffering from 
nervous indigestion Nibley wants me to go with him to California 
and visit with President Smith for a week. I can hardly see how I 
can leave. 

[Tuesday Oct 23/17] I did not sleep much last evening. Was busy 
with meetings all day. I told MacVichie I wanted him to sell 1/2 
of the Capital Stock of Western Utah Copper Co to Bamburgers 
even if he sold it at 50£ per share. The conditions are effecting 
my health and I am willing to sell at a great sacrifice. Went to 
bed early. 

[Wednesday Oct 24/17] I had another sleepless night. Decided to 
leave for California for a weeks rest. Will spend the time with 
President Smith and Bp Nibley the latter left here yesterday to 
be with Pres Smith as long as he remains in California. Am told 
Pres Smith has severe and dangerous sinking spells caused from 
a weak heart. . . . 

[Friday Oct 26/17] . . . Was met at the depot by Pres Smith, Bp 
Nibley and Wesley Smith. 41 Drove right out to Santa Monica at the 
Church house. Wesley Smith and wife take care of the place. Aunt 
Julina is there taking care of President Smith. Pres Smith tells me 
he is suffering from bladder trouble and it pains him to make 


44 President Joseph F. Smith’s son. 
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water. He does not look very well and I am worried over him. After 
a visit with Pres Smith and a ride around the country I had Wesley 
drive me to Ocean Park and I registered at the Cadillac Hotel. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 27/17] ... At 9 30 A M Pres Smith, Bp Nibley, Miss 
Nibley Wesley Smith, James Smith and myself went to the golf 
links They all insisted that I play. I undertook to do so and made 
a good stab at it for Nibley only beat me one point. I made the 
nine hole in 53. They all thought that was remarkable playing for 
the first game. I ro[d]e in to Los Angeles and called on L. L 
Nunn at the Westminister Hotel. Found him anything but well. 
He is lighter in weight than ever and coughs continuously. He is 
blue over war conditions as we all are. ... I had a talk with Bp 
Nibley and I told him the present condition of the Western Utah 
Copper Co and the probability of my loosing a larger sum of 
money. I asked him to arrange with C M Levy of the Western 
Pacific Ry to purchase the $35,000.00 Cap Stock of the Deep 
Creek Ry held by Harold. He said he would under take it and 
would go home by way of San Francisco in order to do so. 

[Sunday Oct 28/17] This is the day set apart by the President of the 
U. S. for people to pray for the success of our arms engaged in war 
with Germany. Pres Smith, Bp Nibley, and myself went to Los An- 
geles to attend church. Meeting began at 1 1 30 A M. A good turn 
out. I occupied about all the time at the request of Pres Smith. I 
read the proclamation of the President and then spoke upon the 
war the causes compelling our entrance into it and the results. Af- 
ter meeting I returned with President to the Church home at Santa 
Monica 

[Monday Oct 29/17] ... I went to Bp Nibley and daughter to the 
Brentwood Country Club and there met Pres Smith and Wesley 
Smith. We played a nine hole golf game and I made the nine 
holes in 45 leading all the others. They [again] thought it re- 
markable for a new beginner. In the afternoon Bp Nibley and I 
beat him again[.] Pres Smith not feeling as well as he was last 
Saturday. . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 31/17] . . . After breakfast went with Bp Nibley to 
the Brentwood Country Club and met Pres Smith and his son 
Wesley. We spent the morning and afternoon playing golf. I did 
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not play today as well as I did yesterday. Pres Smith was looking 
and feeling better today. In the evening about thirty of the Utah 
people met at Pres Smith’s among them Pres of Mission Jos Ro- 
binson, 45 Missionaries and visiting saints A few non Mormons were 
present. Bro O F Whitney was present by invitation and read his 
new poem 46 which was enjoyed by all present. It is a love story tell- 
ing many of the beautiful principles of Mormonism. I move[d] that 
it be the opinion of all present that it be published and it was car- 
ried unanimously. . . . 

[Friday Nov 2/17] After breakfast Bp Nibley his daughter and I 
went to Brentwood Country Club and met Pres Smith and Son 
Wesley. We played golf until noon. Had lunch at the Club and 
Bishop and I played nine holes in the afternoon I made my lowest 
score during morning game 9 holes in 44. 

[Saturday Nov 3/1 7] . . . We discussed many questions during the 
day and I tried to impress upon Pres Smith that he must take better 
care of himself for his living meant much to the people of the 
church. He thinks he is alright but I know he is failing. He must 
not spend so much time in the office. He must have exercise. . . . 

[Sunday Nov 4/17] . . . Arrived in Salt Lake at 6 oclock A.M. . . . 
The first news we heard was that the barn, hay grain and three 
horses were destroyed last night by fire belonging to President 
Smith’s wife Mary. The papers say the loss is about $10,000.00. I 
sent a check to her of 250.00 by Aunt Julina. Attended the fast day 
meeting at the Temple at 10 oclock. Among the many others I 
spoke. In the afternoon I took Levi Edgar Young and called to see 
Ed Callister. Found him a very sick man. I might say dangerously 
so. Looks as if he cannot live. We administered to him. I remained 
for nearly one hour. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 7/17] . . . J. T Farrer was on the train and we talked 
over financial conditions of country and the future policy to be 
followed by the Provo Com’l and Savings Bank I cautioned him 
against overdrafts of Mining Companies and all loans to be made 
with the greatest care. Had lunch with Bp Nibley. . . . 

45 Joseph Robinson was president of the California Mission. 

46 His epic poem is entitled Elias. 
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[Saturday Nov 10/ 17] . . . Tom Pierpont complained of the way the 
Smoot Lumber Co was being managed and the purchase of the 
Ward & Sons business. I agreed with him that the purchase of 
Ward’s business was a great mistake and told him I would take up 
the question of excessive over head expenses with Albert Glazier 
President of the Company. He thought the only way to bring har- 
mony in the family was for one side or the other to make an offer 
to give or take. I told him I would be glad if he would do so. 1 ' 

[Thursday Nov 15/17] . . . Jos F Smith Jr spoke upon the 5th 
Lecture on Faith 18 found in the Doctrine and Covenants, show- 
ing a conflict in the description of the God head. The Presidency 
came in later. Rudger Clawson [offered the] prayer in opening 
and Whitney in circle. Regular business was attended to. Had 
lunch at the Temple. . . . 

[Saturday Nov 1 7/ 17] l did not sleep much last night as usual. I dont 
know how long I can stand going with out sleep as I have for the 
last month. Many nights I do not sleep over two hours. Held a 
conference with Duncan MacVichie and talked over conditions at 
the Western Utah Copper Co. They are very unsatisfactory 1 told 
him he could allow the U S Smelting people to sample the mine 
and make us an offer on same. We decided to have Phelan come 
in from the mine to be present at a meeting next Monday. 

[Monday Nov 19/ 17/ 1 left Provo for Salt Lake City on Orem Electric 
Ry at 8.43 A.M. On arrival went to Harold’s office and turned over 
to him my securities to be sold to pay notes I signed at the Irving 
Nat Bank of New York amounting to 210 000.00. This is the hard- 
est financial blow I have ever received. Had callers every minute 
I was in the office. I have not been able to sleep but a few hours 
out of the 24 for over one month and I am nearly exhausted. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 20/17] Made arrangements to leave for Washington 
D C tomorrow. Had a great many things to attend to during the 


47 The Abraham O. Smoot family still feuded over settlement of the estate. 

48 In the original Lectures on Faith, the Holy Ghost was omitted from the God- 
head, which was rectified at about this time. See Richard S. Van Wagener, Steven C. 
Walker, and Allen D. Roberts, “The ‘Lectures on Faith’: A Case Study in Decanoniza- 
tion,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 20 (Fall 1987): 71-77. 


374 



Arranging Draft Exemptions 


day. Met with Capt MacVichie, Mr Phelan and Harold and agreed 
upon future policy of working the Western Utah Copper Co. . . . 
The conditions as they have turned out have about crushed 
Harold. My heart aches for him. . . . After banquet Mr Levy Harold, 
Bp Nibley and I met at the Hotel Utah. I pleaded with Mr Levy to 
purchase the $35,000.00 stock held by Harold in the Deep Creek 
Railroad and told him why. I stated the case just as it was and the 
loss I was under on account of the failure of the mine. He stated 
if he bought that stock he would want all the balance held by indi- 
viduals. I promised him I would get it. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 21/17] Held a meeting with Ed Loose and Jos Far- 
rer and told them what to do in case the State Banks were forced 
into the Federal reserve system which I expected would happen 
with the Provo Commercial and Savings Bank I cautioned them 
against making too many loans and watch the overdrafts. ... I sold 
800 shares Cement Securities Co stock to Bp Nibley for 
$100,000.00 and took in payment $100,000.00 4% Liberty Bonds. 
I to have the dividend on stock and it to be transferred the first of 
next year. I also sold 180 shares Knight Sugar Co stock at 150.00 
per share and t[oo]k in payment 4% Liberty bonds. I will turn [in] 
the bonds on Harolds notes at the Irving Nat Bank signed by me. 
... I left for Washington at 2.30 p m. Chloe and children joined 
me at Ogden. . . . Reed and Jack were both perfect little gentlemen 
and all on the train thought they were wonders. Chloe slept with 
Jack and I with Reed. 1 should say I tried to sleep with Reed. 

[Saturday Nov 24/17] . . . We reached Washington shortly after 6 
p m. Ernest was at Depot to meet us. We went direct home. Allie 
was not as well as when I left. She had suffered from a stroke in 
the right-side of her face and could hardly speak. The doctor says 
she will be alright in a short time. The home is beautiful. The re- 
sponsibility has been too great for Allie. . . . 

[Sunday Nov 24/17] ... I told Allie of my great loss in the Western 
Utah Copper deal and she was so sensible about it. I was afraid it 
would worry her and make her worse but she was just as brave as 
a woman could be. She did not want me to worry any more about 
it. . . . 

[Monday Nov 25/17] . . . Received a telegram from Susa Young 
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Gates, which ends with the statement that Ed’s funeral was beau- 
tiful. This no doubt refers to Ed H. Callister. I was afraid he could 
not live. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 27/17] The train was nearly two hours late in ar- 
riving at New York. ... At 11.30 Bourne, Madden and myself left 
New York for Oyster Bay in an Auto to lunch and hold a confer- 
ence with Roosevelt We arrived at 1.15 p m. Roosevelt gave us a 
cordial greeting and after lunch we discussed the present war and 
political conditions freely until 3.45 p m. Roosevelt outlined what 
he thought aught [sic] to be the issues for the next congressional 
election. He wants to do everything in his power to unite the Re- 
publican party and defeat Wilson and his administration. He will 
make every effort to carry the Senate’s next election. He is going 
to continue his criticisms of Wilson’s administration. His daughter 
Alice was present during the interview. The Colonel is aging a little 
and I dont believe his mind is as quick as it used to be. 

[Thursday Nov 28/1 7] .. . Victor Cahill asked me if he could give a 
ring to Zella. That he had loved Zella for years and wanted to marry 
her as soon as he finished his course at College. He is about 20 yrs 
old and Zella will be 18 yrs old next January. I told him I thought 
both were rather young to finally decide such an important ques- 
tion. I asked him if he had asked his mother and father about such 
an action and he stated he had not. I told him he had better do so 
and after so doing I would talk further with him. The whole family 
are strong Catholic’s. Allie has talked to him several times lately 
on same subject and told him Zella was a Mormon girl and she 
wanted her to remain such. They have been keeping company for 
over two years and nothing we could say seemed to have any weight 
with Zella. She seems perfectly crazy over him. Victor is a fine 
young man. Does not smoke, drink, nor use tea nor coffee. Come 
from a fine family. I have not met the Father nor mother. 

[Friday Nov 30/17] ... I called at the Packard Car people garage 
and discussed my experience with my twin six packard car and how 
unsatisfactory it had been. We had had it for two years but much 
of the time it was not in use. It had never been off of paved streets 
and have had the best of care. If it was not going to run better than 
the last year I was going to sell it and get a car that would not always 
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be out of order and use lots of gasoline. They stated they would 
make an examination and report to me. . . . 

[Sunday Dec 2/1 7] Allie is feeling quite sick today. Had Dr. Hardin 
call early in the afternoon. He tried to encourage her. This is a first 
time in Allie’s sickness that she has become discouraged and lost 
faith in her full recovery. . . . 

[Monday Dec 3/17] . . . Mrs Cahill and Victor her son called. We 
discussed the question of Victor giving Zella a ring. Mrs Cahill 
was opposed to it and Allie and I did not think it was the best 
thing to do. Victor and Zella agreed to our decision. They were 
to continue with their school work for a few more years. I am in 
hopes Zella will drop the idea of marrying Victor and think 
nothing of marrying for three or four more years. Allie very 
nervous after the interview. 

[Thursday Dec 6/17] ... I called on the Secy of State in regard to 
our Missionaries being prevented from going to New Zealand, 
thinking it time that an answer should have been received from 
our Consul Agent. Report not received. I took up the question of 
tithing being allowed as a deduction from Income taxation with 
Mr Boyd of the Internal Revenue Dept and he agreed it was a 
proper deduction I will so report to folks at home. I took dinner 
with Albert Beveridge 49 at the home of Mrs Marshall Field. We 
talked politics for 3 hours, and the war conditions. Beveridge is 
back into the Republican party. 

[Tuesday Dec 11/17] . . . Received a long letter from Capt MacVi- 
chie giving his side of the purchase of the Western Utah Copper 
Co stock that will net me a great loss from all that can be seen at 
present. He expressed his determination to make me whole in the 
end. Could not buy a pound of Sugar in Washington today. 

[Saturday Dec 13/17] I was crowded all day with callers and office 
work. Received an unusual number of telegrams asking for my as- 
sistance to secure commissions in the Army and Navy. . . . 


49 Republican senator Albert Beveridge (1862-1927) was a longtime friend who 
had stood by Smoot during his senate hearings. He flirted for a number of years with 
the Progressive party but was an unsuccessful candidate under that banner. 
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[Wednesday Dec 19/17] Did not arrive in New York until 9.45 A M. 
Had a bit of breakfast at the Depot and then went to the Biltmore 
Hotel and met Harold. . . . Harold and I went to the Irving National 
Bank arranged an extension of Harolds notes and promised to pay 
them within 60 days. They total to 196,000.00 besides the 15 000.00 
in November. I arranged for a loan of $80,000.00 for Bp Nibley 
for one year at 6%. He will use this to purchase my Cement Secu- 
rities Stock. This is the hardest blow I ever received. I feel so sorry 
for Harold. I told him I did not want him to worry over the mis- 
fortune any more. ... I never saw the business men of New York 
bluer over the financial affairs than there are to day. I took the 3 
30 p.m. train for Washington. Ariel Cardon returned with me. Met 
Geo Wickersham on the train and we talked over the horrible con- 
dition the country finds itself in . . . 

[Friday Dec 21/1 7] ... I gave Allie and each one of my children and 
grand children a $500.00 Liberty Bond for Christmas. . . . 

[Monday Dec 24/17] . . . Reports from Europe are that it is likely 
that Germany will over run Italy and a feeling for peace on best 
terms possible is growing in France and England. A lack of con- 
fidence in our early assistance with our Army is also felt and 
jealousies are growing among the different Allied countries. Of- 
ficial Washington is blue as well as business[.] Worked at office 
all day. Was very tired and feeling blue. Folks at home arranged 
for Xmas. . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 25/1 7] Children up early and happy with what Santa 
Claus brought them. Allie not feeling very well nor was I. Received 
our Xmas presents from the children. Raining as I go to the office 
to look over the mail. The cost of every thing is so high I dont see 
how most of the people live. There is less of the Xmas spirit among 
the people generally than I have ever see at Xmas before. Had a 
fine Xmas dinner. Turkey weighed 18 1/2 pounds and cost 40£ 
per pound. After dinner Allie and I took the children to the Zoo. 
We went to Movies in the evening. 
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[Saturday Dec 29/1 7] .. . The newspapers some of them had began 
the condemnation of . . . the Depts in handling the preparations 
for war. The examinations are revealing many startling conditions. 
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A great deal of criticism of Wilson in taking over the Railroads of 
the Country . 50 Conditions are about as bad as they can be. 


50 Three days before on 26 December President Wilson, fearing a transporta- 
tion crisis, placed the railways under Secretary of the Treasury McAdoo who served as 
director-general of the U.S. Railroad Administration. 
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[Brownie Joins the Army] 


[Tuesday Jany 1/18] There is very little doing in Washington today. 
People are thinking seriously of the horrible war conditions and 
the suffering of the peoples of the world. Bitter cold and shortage 
of coal. . . . Most of family and our guests remained in doors all 
day. Received a Xmas box of potatoes, Apples, and Celery from 
Brownie but they were all frozen solid. 

[Friday Jany 4/18] Still very cold and we have run out of stove coal. 
We still have coal for the furnace but it is impossible to keep the 
house warm with the furnace. We are all wearing extra clothing. I 
pity the poor people. The President read his message to Congress 
today at 12:30 on taking over the Railroads by the Government. 
The message was all the railroads and business interests of the 
country could ask. I told the President I considered the message a 
strong one and sound in principle. . . . 

[Saturday Jany 5/18 ] ... At 6 oclock Mr. Hoover 1 called at my home 
and we discussed the food conditions and especially the prospects 
for increase production of sugar next year. . . . An investigation is 
being made as to the cost of growing a ton of beets in the different 
states in which beets are grown. We also discussed the socialistic 
tendency of the world and what the result will be after the war. I 


1 Herbert Clark Hoover (1874-1964) chaired the American Relief Committee in 
London and was U.S. Food Administrator. 
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expressed my views freely which agreed with his. I fear for our 
country after the war. 

[Sunday Jany 6/18] . . . Meeting at 7 oclock. About 65 present. The 
speakers were McArthur, James H. Moyle and myself. Moyle 
brought his wife. Moyle never called to see me nor Mrs. Moyle [to 
see] Allie. 

[Friday Jany 11/18] Was at the office early. A committee from the 
Womens Suffrage Amendment to the Constitution and passed it 
by one vote wanted to know my judgment when to call up the 
Amendment in the Senate. I suggested not before Feby 1st. Noth- 
ing to lose and everything to gain by waiting until that time at least. 

[Sunday Jany 20/18] I went to the office at 10 oclock. Received an 
invitation to attend Billy Sunday’s 2 services. I do not expect to go 
any time during his Washington campaign. . . . 

[Wednesday Jany 23/18] ... In the evening prepared a short state- 
ment suggesting a National Fast Day to conserve Food for our allies 
and to save money to buy War Savings Stamps with a view of mak- 
ing it in the Senate at first opportunity. 3 

[Thursday Jany 24/18] ... I received a telegram from President Jos 
F Smith as follows: “My son Hyrum M died yesterday at ten P.M.” 
I sent President Smith the following telegram: “There is no latter 
day Saint who will not feel in the death of their beloved Brother 
Hyrum M Smith a severe loss to the Church. Allie joins me in ex- 
tending to you, Aunt Edna, Hyrum’s wife and all loved ones our 
heartfelt sympathy. May our Heavenly Father grant you all peace 
and consolation. God bless you.” I did not know that Hyrum was 
sick. . . . 

[Friday Jany 23/18] Was at the office and had a number of 
Woman Suffragists call on me, among them Mrs Whitney of N 
Y. 4 She is a very bright woman. She tried to convince me that 


2 William Ashley Sunday, better known as “Billy Sunday” (1863-1935), the ex- 
Chicago Whitestocking baseball player turned evangelical who preached: “hit home- 
runs for Christ.” The war seemed to stimulate attendance at his revivals. 

3 This was the same basic premise of the Mormon Fast Day and Fast Offering. 
See journal entry of 8 February for his presentation to the senate. 

4 Mrs. Payne Whitney. 
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The Republican National Com at its meeting Feby 12th at St 
Louis aught to pass resolutions declaring for Woman Suffrage. 
She gave the same reasons as Mrs Catt D and others a few days 
ago. I think I convinced her it was not [the] proper thing to 
do. . . . 

[Sunday Feby 3/18] Went to the office as usual walked most of way. 
Had a great many letters of a personal character to attend to. My 
mail is increasing rapidly and I will have to answer most of my 
letters early in the morning and during the evening. Exceeding 
cold. Allie in bed all day and feeling very poorly. Meeting at 7 
oclock. About 75 persons present. Speakers were Thurber, Tanner 
and myself. We had a splendid meeting. I took for my subject the 
gathering of Judah and Israel. 

[Tuesday Feby 5/18] ... I called on Col Edgar at 6 p.m. and read 
him Harolds telegram. He had met Harold and told me he 
would be pleased to have him in the Signal Corps and would 
give him a commission if he would come to Washington. The 
Corp. was very short of businessmen and wanted just such men 
as Harold. I wired Harold after interview as follows: “Business- 
men wanted badly in the Signal Corps. Col Edgar wants you to 
come to Washington if you decide to enter the Army. Will give 
you commission with rank as high as circumstances will permit. 


[Friday Feby 8/18 ] . . . Attended a meeting of the Finance Commit- 
tee and heard Secy McAdoo explain the Bill creating a corporation 
with Capital of 500 000 000.00 and authorized to loan money to 
the business interests of the Country. Something of the kind must 
be done. 5 6 ... I spoke in the Senate today and recommended a Na- 
tional Monthly Fast day patterned after the Fast Day of the Church 
for the purpose of saving food and with the amount saved its value 
to be placed in War Savings Certificates. My speech was the cause 
of considerable talk. 


5 Carrie Clinton Lane Chapman Catt (1859-1947), former president of the Na- 
tional American Woman Suffrage Association. 

6 This became the War Finance Corporation. It was created on 5 April to facili- 
tate war industries. 
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[Saturday Feby 9/18] ... I explained the War Finance Corporation 
providing for a Corporation to regulate issuing of Securities and 
advancing of money to business concerns of the Country. I op- 
posed a number of provisions of the bill. . . . 

[Friday Feby 22/18] . . . Mrs Catt and Parker Woman Suffragists 
called and we discussed the chances of the Suffrage Amendment 
passing and the legislature situation of the same. It looks as if it 
will be next to impossible to secure the necessary 2/3 vote in the 
Senate. Some little chance of getting a few Senators not to vote at 
all from those counted against it. . . . 

[Sunday Feby 24/18] Went to the office at 9 oclock and looked over 
my mail and answered some letters that should have been an- 
swered before and also attended to some personal correspon- 
dence. Had dinner at 2 oclock. Went for a walk through the Zoo. 
I had not been there since the children left. The birds were de- 
lighted to see me and we had a good visit. . . . 

[Tuesday Feby 26/18] ... I went with Harold and called upon Col 
Edgar. Harold decided to enter the Army and work with the Signal 
Corps. He made an application passed his mental and physical ex- 
amination. He expects to get a Commission as 1st Lieut. He left 
for N. Y. in the evening. . . . 

[Wednesday Feby 27/18] ... I went with Senators Warren 7 and 
Frelinghuysen 8 to Congress Hughes to witness the test of the 
Browning Machine Gun. About 300 people present. The test was 
a success. I fired the heavy gun. Army officers were well pleased 
with the result. . . . 9 

[Saturday Mar 2/18] . . . Prof Bennion 10 called at office about the 
University having detailed to it an Army officer to trai[n] men. I 
wrote Pres Widtsoe" on this matter a few day’s ago. Explained to 

7 Republican senator Francis Emroy Warren (1844-1929) of Wyoming. 

8 Republican senator Joseph Sherman Frelinghuysen (1869-1948) of New Jersey. 

9 The Browning machine gun was invented by John M. Browning of Ogden, 
long recognized as a firearms genius. 

10 Milton Bennion, dean of the School of Education, University of Utah. 

11 John Andreas Widtsoe (1872-1952), former president of the University of 
Utah and current president of Utah State University. He was later called to be an LDS 
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him the situation. . . . Grover A Rebetisch and Mrs. Hamilton ar- 
rived from New York at 6:30 p.m. I met them and took them direct 
to our home. I talked to Grover about his future work and if he 
had decided what he was going to do. I expressed the hope he 
would settle down and accept a position in Salt Lake City if possi- 
ble. It would be better for Anne K and himself to get a permanent 
position. . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 5/ 18] . . . Received a letter fromj P Casey Mgr Herald 
Republican telling me of the transfer of the paper to the Telegram 
Pub. Co. He feels a great mistake has been made. He wrote a good 
editorial announcing the transfer. I have not heard from Nibley 
giving details of the transaction. . . . 

[Monday Mar 11/ 18] l called on Gen Goethals Acting Quartermas- 
ter General and told him of Harlow’s experience with Electricity 
and cold storage plant. Told him of his deafness in one ear, the 
result of scarlet fever and could not pass the physical examination 
for entrance into the army, but stated he would like to be of some 
service during the war and if he could be used I am sure he would 
be glad of the chance. Gen’l Goethals stated before the Appro 
Commission that he wanted men for Electric work and cold stor- 
age plants some weeks ago so I thought it proper to bring Harlow 
to his attention. Gen Goethals told me to have Harlow come to 
Washington and he would request his physical defects be waived 
and would give him a commission as 2nd Lieut Quartermaster 
Corps. I will write to Harlow tomorrow his offer. . . . 

[Wednesday Mar 13/ 18] ... I thought yesterday it was a good time 
to have Republicans speak for the Woman Suffrage Amendment 
and let the Country know that over 3/ 4 of Rep Senators were in 
favor of and would vote for the Amendment. Sen Calder 12 was to 
open the speaking and have one speech each day until we secured 
a vote. Pres Wilson and his Democratic friends are working to se- 
cure credit for passing the Resolution. . . . 

[Friday Mar 13/18] ... I made a speech in the Senate favoring an 


apostle in 1921. 

12 Republican senator William Musgrave Calder (1869-1945) from New York. 
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8 hour day for Government employees and the necessity for econ- 
omy in Appropriations. 

[Sunday Mar 17/18] . . . I went to the office early and after 
looking over my mail I began the task of making out my Income 
tax report. After dinner Allie and I visited the Zoo and went for 
a walk. This is the first day she has been able to walk any dis- 
tance for months past. She certainly looks better than she has 
for a year or more. . . . 

[Saturday Mar 23/18] The war news from the West front was very 
serious. The Germans have driven the English back some 9 miles. 
Reported the Germans were shelling Paris claiming the shells car- 
ried 72 miles. Everybody blue and hoping for the best. The Great 
German offensive has begun and the bloodiest fighting of the war 
is on. Nothing was discussed but the serious situation of the Allies. 
The Emperor is directing the German armies in person. The great 
test is at hand. . . . 

[Sunday Mar 24/18] . . . Received a telegram from Bp C W Nibley 
his train was late in reaching Chicago and would not reach Wash- 
ington until 4:50 p.m. . . . held a conference with Mat Browning, 
Fred Taylor and Bp Nibley. I agreed to make arrangements for a 
conference with Mr. Hoover tomorrow. Nibley showed me the de- 
tails of the lease of the Herald Republican to the Telegram and a 
further agreement to purchase the control of the Telegram. The 
purchase will have to be made or we will have to get out of the 
newspaper business as the Herald Republican cannot be resur- 
rected without a great expenditure of money. 

[Monday Mar 25/18] . . . The War situation in Europe is exceed- 
ingly serious and Germany still forcing the Allies back. General 
Leonard Wood testified before the Military Committee of the Sen- 
ate at which I was asked to be present, his testimony was startling 
and shows how utterly disorganized are our agencies responsible 
for preparing for the war. Not an American Aeroplane in France 
nor a piece of American Artillery with exception of some old coast 
guns. . . . 
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[Thursday Apr 4/18] . . . Had a long talk with Brownie about his 
entering the Army. I told him of the advantages and disadvantages. 
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Brownie is deeply in debt and I will have to take care of his debts 
and take care of the family. I think he had better enter the Army. 

[Friday Apr 5/18] . . . Brownie called on Major Davis and asked him 
to secure his commission as 2nd Lieut as soon as possible. In the 
evening I had a talk with Brownie and he was very much unsettled 
and not satisfied with his conference with Major Davis. I told him 
I would see Major Davis tomorrow and we would try to agree what 
best to do. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 7/18] . . . Meeting at my home at 7 oclock. We had 
about 70 present. Sister Washington gave birth to a child at the 
Sibley Hospital and was reported to me that she was dying and 
wanted me to pray for her which I did. Later her mother requested 
two elders be sent to the Hospital to administer to her. I sent Bro 
Welling and McArthur. The speakers at the services were the Bro 
ofjos Jensen. From his remarks I judge he is not even a professed 
Mormon. I followed him and answered some of his statements. 
Bro Tanner called my attention to his presence. I was not ac- 
quainted with him; his remarks were well delivered but not of a 
religious character but rather to the contrary. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 11/18] . . . [In Chicago] Brownie and I called on L 
L Nunn at the Congress Hotel. Nunn presented me a statement 
of advances made to Brownie by him for the last few years. It 
amounts to over 11,100.00. Mr. Nunn owed me 10 000.00 and 
he gave Brownie the balance and a receipt for the full amount. 
Brownie does not know that I have paid any part of the amount 
and I do not want him to know as long as Mr Nunn is interested 
in him. Brownie also handed me a list of other obligations of his, 
amounting to over 3000.00. Brownie told me these debts must 
be paid before he left Provo and entered the Army. I expect I 
will have to pay him. ... I purchased a full uniform for Brownie 
as he has decided to enter the Quartermaster Corp as 2nd Lieut. 
. . . Before setting down to the banquet 11 I shook hands and was 
introduced to many attending. There were present many of the 
leading businessmen of America. The room was crowded. Mr 


13 Smoot was attending the Chicago Industrial Club meeting at the invitation of 
its president, Thomas Wilson. 
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Hamlin" of the Federal Trade Board was present remaining over 
for a day to hear me speak for the purpose no doubt of report- 
ing to the President. I began my speech at 9:20 p.m. and spoke 
until 1 1 oclock. I expected to speak 45 minutes but was lost in 
my subject. I never had a more enthusiastic audience. Received 
many congratulations. Mr Dickensen former Secy of War 15 told 
me he endorsed every word I had uttered and enjoyed the 
speech greatly. It was nearly midnight before I got to bed. 

[Thursday Apr 18/18] ... [In Washington, D.C.,] Jesse N Smith son 
of Pres Smith called and I had Van go with him to the Treasury 
Dept to get him located in the position I arranged for him last 
month. Spent the morning with my mail. Senate met at 12 oclock. 
The Silver Bill 16 was taken up and passed. I spoke for some time 
on the bill. Allie wanted to go to the movies and I took her to the 
Knickabocker. 

[Sunday Apr 21/18] ... I walked from the Highlands home as it 
was impossible for an Auto to get nearer. An exhibition of the 
English tank shipped here to assist in selling Liberty Bonds took 
place in the woods in front of my home. I never saw a larger 
crowd in Washington. It looked as every Auto in the city was out 
and the bridges and streets jammed with people for blocks each 
way from my home. It was impossible to keep the crowd off my 
lawn. Nearly ruined it. Dinner at 4:30 p.m. It was six olcock 
before the crowd dispersed. The tank did not work very well. 
Meeting at 7:30 p.m. The usual number were present. Bro Han- 
ford of Oregon spoke on the authenticity of the Book of Mor- 
mon. . . . 

[Monday Apr 22/18] ... I put in the [Congressional] record a tele- 
gram from Heber J Grant announcing that Utah had over sub- 
scribed the 3rd Liberty Loan. Received a telegram from Heber J 
Grant complaining that the Associated Press had not given Utah 

14 Charles S. Hamlin (1861-1938), a member and one-time governor of the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board. 

15 Jacob M. Dickinson, Secretary of War under President Taft. 

16 To conserve the gold supply, silver coinage would be allowed in all business 
transactions. It also, of course, encouraged the production of silver. 
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credit as was the case with other States for over subscribing the 
3rd Liberty Loan. 

[Friday Apr 26/18] The Senate adjourned at 1:10 p.m. in order to 
allow Senators to walk in the Liberty Bond parade. I did not march 
in the parade as I had a great deal to do at the office so after lunch 
I went to the office and worked until 6:30 p.m. Brownie arrived at 
8:45 A.M. as 2nd Lieut. I met him at the Depot and told him he 
had better call on Major Davis and see if he had any instructions. 
Brownie looks sick and very nervous. He tells me he has not slept 
since leaving home. He is not well pleased with army life. . . . 

[Saturday Apr 2 7/18] Allie is feeling poorly and worrying over Anne 
K and Brownie. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 28/18] A special delivery letter from Brownie to me I 
received at 9 oclock. It tells me he is sick and on the verge of a 
nervous breakdown and pleads that I do something to help him. 
Received another letter from him later in the day. I was at the office 
until one oclock. Brownie’s letter that Mama opened caused her 
great distress. After dinner I decided to take the Pennsylvania 
Train for New York and wired to T E Genter to meet me on the 
arrival of the Congressional Limited leaving Washington at 4 p.m. 
I left on that train and arrived at N Y at 9:30. Went direct to Gen- 
ters home and from there to the St George Hotel with Brownie. I 
found him in a horrible condition. He was nervous, he could not 
sit still and had not eaten or slept for days past. He does not want 
to go on the transports as Quartermaster and the fact that he is 
not qualified to do that work has worried him greatly. I talked with 
him until nearly midnight but made no impression on him. He 
said he could not think and was nearly mad. We went to bed with 
understanding that I would go with him and meet Col Yates 17 to 
whom he was to report. 

[Monday Apr 29/18] I was up early and had breakfast but could not 
eat much. I could not sleep I was so overcome to see Brownie in 
the condition he was. We called on Col Yates at 9 oclock and I told 
the Col. Brownie’s full history and my experience while in England 


17 Charles Colt Yates. 
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before his birth. His sickness and his past work. Brownie’s lung 
troubles and deafness. After a long talk the Col suggested that I 
have Major Davis at Washington send him to San Diego and detail 
him to labor in the Quartermaster Depot at that place. The Col 
thought he could not stand the New York climate. . . . 

[Thursday May 2/18] . . .We listened to a statement made by Bor- 
glum' for over one hour showing that the production of Aero- 
planes was deliberately delayed and Col Deed was the principle ob- 
structor. Col Deeds was of German extraction and had stated last 
July that his sympathies were with Germany. He wants a full exami- 
nation and if granted will give testimony that would fully sustain 
every statement made by him . . . Wrote Brownie a letter and told 
him Major Davis had concluded to assign him to Fort Sill, Okla. . . . 

[Friday May 3/18] . . . Had a large number of callers, among 
them a committee of Suffragists. I told them to please leave the 
Rep Senators alone if they did not want some of them to change 
their minds and vote against the Amendment. . . . 

[Saturday May 4/18] . . . Senate met at 11 oclock and we voted on 
the Conference Report Espionage Bill" at 4 oclock. I voted against 
the report. The bill gives the Postmaster General absolute control 
over the press of the Country. Beautiful day. 

[Sunday May 12/13] . . . We had Mr Alex Nibley to dinner. Re- 
ceived a letter from Pres Smith stating he was feeling better but 
still in bed. In a letter from Susa Y Gates I learn he had a near 
call to death by a small clot of blood on his brain. He became 
nearly paralyzed. . . . 

[Wednesday May 29/18] . . . Called on Mr Harding 2 " of the Federal 
Reserve Bank with W C Orem 21 with a view of the Finance Corp 


18 Gutzon Borglum, a famous sculptor, painter, and author, born of Danish 
Mormon parents in Idaho, he traveled the West widely and was most noted for his 
Mount Rushmore project in South Dakota. His charges against Deeds were un- 
founded. 

19 Designed to ease the apprehension of spies, the bill also limited free speech. 
It passed by a vote of 48-26. 

20 William P. Harding. 

21 Walter C. Orem was the Utah County, Utah, entrepreneur who promoted an 
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advancing his electric Road Co some One Million Dollars. Orems 
application was turned down. . . . 

[Saturday June 1/18] . . . Called at the State Dept for information 
as to what the Secy of State wanted me to furnish for the Australian 
Government it having asked for copies of any official documents 
bearing on the attitude of the U S Government towards the Mor- 
mon Community. Secy Lansing did not know what they wanted 
and I suggested I would prepare a letter showing the loyalty of the 
Mormon people to this Government. . . . 

[Sunday June 2/18] . . . We held meeting at 7:30. The usual num- 
ber present. Speakers were R G Clark, Bp Neslen 22 of Salt Lake 
City and myself. Will R Wallace was present. During services a 
rain storm came up and cooled the atmosphere which was a 
great relief. Decided to hold no more meetings during the hot 
weather. 

[Thursday June 6/18] . . . Mrs Funk called and told me she was to 
see President and was going to ask him to send her to Russia with 
a view of working with the Russian women in order that they may 
become friendly to the United States and learn of the American 
Ideals of Government. Wanted to know if the President sent her 
whether I would give her an introduction to Sen Root as she 
wanted to discuss the Russian situation with him. I told her I would. 

[Sunday June 9/18] . . . After dinner we went for an Auto ride. 
A beautiful cool day. In the evening I took Allie and Zella to 
Poll’s Theatre to see the moving picture prepared under direc- 
tion of Public Information Bureau entitled “Pershings Soldiers.” 
It proved to be an advertisement of Wilson, Baker 23 and De- 
mocracy. 

[Tuesday June 11/18] Paid my taxes to the Internal Revenue Col- 
lector Baltimore, Md for year 1917 $2803.97. A B Irvine arrived 


interurban electric line to Salt Lake City. The present city of Orem bears his name. 

22 Bishop C. Clarence Neslen of the Salt Lake Twentieth Ward was politically ac- 
tive— a staunch Democrat who served a stint as mayor of Salt Lake City and promoted 
charitable activities to assist the underprivileged. He married a daughter of church 
leader George Q. Cannon. 

23 Newton D. Baker, Secretary of War. 
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and wanted my assistance in securing a pardon or commutation 
of sentence for Heber Sharp. I had my secy take him to see Mr 
Finch the Pardon Clerk. . . . 

[Saturday June 15/18] . . . Spent the balance of day with my mail 
and business with the Departments. Received two more telegrams 
from Ernest begging to allow him to come here. Allie finally de- 
cided he had better come and I wired accordingly. Geo A Smith 
arrived. 

[Sunday June 16/18] Harold drove Geo Albert Smith and myself in 
his Auto to Capital heights [Washington, D.C.,] to attend the meet- 
ing of the Saints and dedicate the new meeting house there. 24 We 
did not reach the meeting house until 10:15 a m as we had a hard 
time to find the way. On arrival there we found Elder James E Tal- 
mage and President Monson of the Eastern States Mission with 
about 110 members of the Church and visitors. Meeting had com- 
menced before our arrival. The morning meeting was addressed 
by Milton Babcock of Capital Heights the member of the Church 
who is more than anyone else responsible for the erection of the 
meeting house, Geo Albert Smith and James E Talmage. We had 
during the day a number of musical numbers. All brought their 
lunch and between morning meeting and after noon services was 
partaken of. Geo A Smith and myself went to the home of Milton 
Babcock for dinner. It was a very poor meal. Meeting convened at 
2 oclock p m. After opening exercise I offered the prayer dedicat- 
ing the meeting house. Every seat in house was filled and a few 
standing. Pres Monson spoke for 25 minutes and I then occupied 
one hour and ten minutes. Had freedom in delivery and had the 
closest attention. Just before close of the Services W H King arrived 
and I asked him to speak and he did for about 10 minutes. Milton 
Welling and James H Moyle spoke during morning services. . . . 

[Tuesday June 18/18] Called at the Dentists and stood the grinding 
as long as I could. . . . instructed the Clerk to prepare a report on 
the Pension Appro. Bill and have Sen Johnson 2 ’ of S Dak report it 

24 Apostle James E. Talmage urged Smoot to attend this event and to offer the 
dedicatory prayer. 

25 Democratic senator Edwin Stockton Johnson (1857-1933) of South Dakota. 
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to the Senate and to add $35 000 000.00 to the House Bill in order 
to cover the expense that will be incurred in paying Pensions under 
the Smoot Pension Act. In the Senate the Bill authorizing mining 
for minerals on Indian Reservations and I secured a number of 
amendments to the bill, one excluding Utah and other Western 
States. The bill passed without a record vote. I am receiving a great 
many letters of congratulations on passage of the Smoot Bill. Many 
of them really remarkable letters. . . . 

[Saturday June 22/18] . . . Allie is feeling quite poorly and has had 
a headache since Thursday, Zella’s graduation and Ernest coming 
home was too much for her. I am receiving hundreds of letters 
from old soldiers from all parts of the Country extending congratu- 
lations on the passage of my pension bill. Most of the GAR Posts 
have adopted resolutions of thanks. 

[Friday June 28/18] . . . Had a large number of callers among them 
Mr Homans 20 the Gentleman that has written many articles in de- 
fense of the Mormon people. He it was who answered Rev Spauld- 
ings 27 attacks against Mormonism. Had a very interesting confer- 
ence. . . . 

[Sunday July 7/18] I went to the office and dictated a large number 
of letters. Had a talk with Ernest about his future schooling and 
what he had in mind following for his life work. He has never stud- 
ied much and made very poor progress in school and I tried to 
impress him with the necessity of a change if he expected to make 
a living other than by manual labor. We did not finally decide what 
was best to do. After dinner I took Harolds children to see the 
birds and animals at the Zoo. Mr Ott 28 of Salt Lake City called and 
we had a very pleasant visit with him. A young soldier Mr Hansen 
of S L City called and we had him take supper with us. He is a 
chemist and working on poisonous gases. 

[Wednesday July 10/18] Called at the Dentists at 8:15 a m. I told 


26 J. C. Homans, a sympathetic outsider. 

27 In 1912 Franklin Spencer Spaulding, Episcopal bishop of Utah, published a 
book critical of Mormonism entitled Joseph Smith Jr. as a Translator. 

28 Orin W. Ott, a former Salt Lake City resident now in Washington, D.C., was 
an engineer. 
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him I wanted him to complete my work. I received a bill from him 
for work done for Allie of $865.00. I think it an outrageous bill. It 
was very cool last night. John Van Wagoner my Secretary has finally 
decided to enter the army and I am at a loss to know where to get 
a man to fill the place. 

[Tuesday July 16/18] W C Orem here working in every way possible 
to secure a loan for his Electric Road from the War Finance Com- 
mittee. I called with him to see Mr Hoover but found Hoover was 
in Europe so secured a letter from the Food Administration to Mr 
McAdoo asking for assistance for the Orem road. . . . 

[Wednesday July 17/18] I spent about one hour with Gov [William 
P.] Harding of the War Finance Corporation and W C Orem with 
a view of getting the Orem road a loan of $600 000.00. No decision 
arrived at. Called on Genl Crowder in behalf of John Van 
Wagoner. I told Crowder of Van’s qualifications and as he had 
determined to leave me and join the Army I would like him to give 
Van a commission . . . 

[Thursday July 18/18] Called at the Dentists and the last piece of 
work was attended to and I hope I will not have to see a Dentists 
shop for years to come. . . . 

[Saturday Jidy 20/18] . . . Met with Mr Floyd of the Bureau of Pen- 
sions and went over all the Companies of the Black Hawk War and 
agreed that 69 of the muster rolls were regular and would be ac- 
ceptable to the Pension Dept. I sent a telegram to Seymour B 
Young giving names of company and I wrote him giving detailed 
information. This will mean a great deal to the Veterans and their 
widows of the Black Hawk War and put into Utah a great deal of 
money. 

[Monday July 22/18] ... I had a very busy day Gov Harding of War 
Finance Corporation promised me to loan money to the Salt Lake 
banks to the amount of 75% of face value of note secured by note 
of Utah Iron and Steel Co as collateral. This is answer to a letter 
from McCornick Co bankers. Harding asked me to have W C 
Orem call and see him tomorrow morning about Government loan 
and express an opinion that the Corporation would lend him 400 
000.00 if his bankers would lend him $200 000. I met Orem and 
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his banker a few minutes before calling on Harding and the banker 
agreed to do that much. Hope Orem will get question settled. . . . 

[Wednesday July 24/18] I was at the Departments during the after- 
noon and also held a conference with Mr Marten a Russian. He is 
here to secure aid for Russia. I listened to his story but I was not 
impressed with his honesty nor do I believe he is a full blood Rus- 
sian. His story is quite different from the ones we have heard from 
other sources. I could get no suggestion from him as to what the 
future of Russia would be. He wanted no military assistance but 
wanted help in medicine, machinery, clothing, etc. Had no idea as 
to what form of Government would be agreeable to the people of 
Russia. LeGrand Richards arrived at 6:40 p m. 

[Thursday July 25/18] . . . Received a letter from H J Grant telling 
me of President Smith’s condition which was anything but encour- 
aging. 

[Saturday July 27/18] At 8:15 Allie and I left on Pennsylvania Ry 
with Col MacElroy for Philadelphia to attend the reunion of the 
GAR veterans to be held at Willow Grove Park out from Phila 
about 14 miles. ... At the close of the musical I addressed the 
great throng of people for about one hour. The crowd was very 
demonstrative. After the close of the exercises I had to go down 
into the crowd and shake hands with the thousands. No man 
ever had a great[er] reception measured by expressions of appre- 
ciation for my work done for the old soldiers and widows of old 
soldiers. Many were weeping with joy and each one had some- 
thing to say to me and most wound up by saying God Bless You. 
... A great day in my life and I hope made many friends for 
Utah and her people. . . . 

[Tuesday July 30/18] . . . Received a telegram from Grover A Re- 
bentisch asking me to secure a commission for him in the army if 
possible. He is too late I am afraid. If he is drafted he will have to 
work himself up from a private. In the evening I took Allie to the 
movies as she was nervous and thought a change would help her. 

[Friday Aug 2/18] . . . Bp C W Nibley arrived at 1:45 p m. . . . He 
was at dinner with us and we spent the evening in talking over 
conditions at home. I was sorry to learn of the serious condition 
of Pres Smith. I have been fearful his condition was more seri- 
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ous than had been reported. We must all hope and pray for his 
recovery. 

[Saturday Aug 3/18] ... At 1 1:30 Jonathan Bourne Jr called and 
took Bp Nibley and myself to the Country Club in Virginia. We 
played a game of golf. I did not play very well not as well as I did 
in Cal. I was tired. The course was a difficult one. Too much up 
and down hill to suit me. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 6/18] . . . Received a telegram from Mayor Leroy 
Dixon and Provo Commercial Club, Walter P White . . . Presi- 
dent^] asking me to secure assistance from the Government to 
rebuild the Provo Woolen Mills which was destroyed by fire July 
30th. I called on B M Baruch of the War Industries Board and he 
wanted me to find out least amount required to be advanced by 
Government. He was in favor of making the advance. I wired 
Mayor Dixon to let me know the lowest amount the mill would 
require from Gov to restore the mill to working order. Was sure I 
could arrange for a loan to company for that purpose. Arrange[d] 
for a loan to assist the Peoples Sugar Co from the War Finances 
Corporation of $60 000.00. The records of the weather Bureau 
show that today is the hottest day ever experienced in Washington 
D.C. 106 on top of Bond Building. On Pennsylvania Ave the 
weather Bureaus instrument registered 1 14 degrees in the shade. 
The streets were so hot it was almost unbearable to walk along 
them and the street cars were like furnaces. Last night was so hot 
we could get no rest. 

[Friday Aug 9/18] I secured the promise of a loan for 250 000.00 
to the Knight Woolen Mills Co to rebuild the mill. Bernard Baruch 
of War Industries Board said he would arrange for advance but 
Bp Nibley and I concluded a loan through the War Finance Cor- 
poration was the best way to secure assistance as it would be nec- 
essary to get a long time loan. I secured the promise of Gov Hard- 
ing chairman War Finance Corporation to loan the Mill Co 250 
000.00 for 2 yrs with privilege of renewal with interest at not to 
exceed 6% and probably 5 3/4 Loan to be made under Sec 7 of 
the War Finance Corporation Act. I wired Thos N Taylor chairman 
Woolen Mill Committee accordingly. Secured railroad transporta- 
tion and sleeper accommodations for Allie, Bp Nibley and daugh- 
ter from Washington D C to Salt Lake City . . . 
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[Wednesday Aug 14/18] . . . Had a couple of suffragettes repre- 
sentatives of the National Women’s Party call and express their 
displeasure at my criticism of their members making the demon- 
stration on LaFayette square a week ago yesterday. I told them I 
meant every word I uttered and if they wanted to defeat the Reso- 
lution for suffrage to just keep up that kind of performance. Miss 
Hill of Conn 9 undertook to tell me what I ought to do but she 
found out what I intended to do. Took up the question of having 
B Y University designated a unit of the Student Army training 
Corps for young men over 18 yrs. Was virtuely promised the des- 
ignation would be made by Col Robt I. Rees head of Committee 
on Education and Special Training of War Dept. . . . 

[Friday Aug 16/18] . . . Called in Genl Goethals . . . He told me 
some one had written him protesting against promotion of my son. 
I did not ask who it was and stated my son can take care of himself 
and his work will speak for itself. . . . 

[Monday Aug 19/18 ] ... In the evening Zella and I went to Belasco’s 
theatre and saw Miss Brady 30 in the new play “Forever After” a war 
play. It was a splendid play, well presented and I enjoyed it very 
much. I found tears coming to my eyes quite often. 

[Tuesday Aug 20/ 18] . . . Mr Soules” of McCornick and Co was here 
and I held a meeting with chairman of the War Finance Corpora- 
tion and the Chairman of the Capital Issues Com with Soules and 
arranged for a loan of $450 000.00 to McCornick and Co for the 
Utah Iron and Steel Co. I had to see Barnard Baruck Chairman of 
the War Industries Com and secure a letter from him to the above 
chairmen stating the business of the Utah Iron & Steel Co was an 
essential industry. . . . 

[ Saturday Aug 24/18] Had so many callers I could not get time to 
answer my mail. Received a great many telegrams. Senate met at 
12 oclock. Borah made a speech against drafting 18 yr old boys. 
The House passed the Draft bill ages 18 to 45. . . . 

29 Elsie Hill chaired the National Woman’s Party and was one of the militant 
demonstrators sentenced to a Washington, D.C., jail for her Lafayette Square speech. 

30 Alice Brady (1892-1939), an American actress. 

31 Melvin H. Soules was vice-president of McCornick and Company. 
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[Wednesday Aug 28/18] . . . Roland N Smoot'' 2 son of my brother 
Brig reached here and I met him and took him home. He is on his 
way to Annapolis to a preparatory school for his entrance to An- 
napolis. I expect to appoint him if he can pass the examination. 

[Sunday Sept 1/18] Was at the office at 10 oclock and left at 1:30 p 
m after looking over my mail and dictating a number of pressing 
letters. Mr Garfield' 3 the Fuel Administrator’s order that no auto 
for pleasure be run on Sundays until otherwise ordered began to- 
day and was almost universally respected. Very few autos of any 
kind are seen on the streets. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 11/18] About 2 oclock this morning I found myself 
in great pain. I was bloated and my bowels began to run off. I took 
a dose of physic early this morning. Yesterday I ate lunch with Wil- 
son of Chicago, Geo Sanderson, Lodge and Curtis and there was 
served clams and I was foolish enough to eat a half dozen and they 
may have poisoned me and if not it was the sweet breads I ate at 
Bournes for dinner. . . . 

[Monday Sept 16/18] ... Bp Nibley arrived at 4:40 p.m. He spent 
the evening with me and we discussed Sugar situation and the price 
to be paid for Sugar beets for the coming year, also things at home 
politically and otherwise. . . Bp Nibley agreed with me that I was 
to sell the $100 000 Liberty Bonds and pay his $80 000.00 note at 
Irving Nat Bank and send him the balance after figuring the dif- 
ference of rate of interest on the bonds and dividends he had re- 
ceived from the 800 shares Cement Securities Co stock I gave him 
for the bonds. The stock to be returned to me. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 1 7/18] Received a telegram from Allie and I sent her 
one sending love and kisses on this our 34th wedding anniversary. 
Made arrangements for a conference between Bp Nibley and Secy 
Lane. Nibley wants use of some of that worthless land on the west 
side of Salt Lake with a view of manufacturing potash from the 
waters of Salt Lake. . . . Mr. Fort called to discuss the request of 
the church for special R R rates for October conference from 
points outside of Utah. Will secure decision in a day or two. . . . 
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[Wednesday Sept 18/18] . . . We had a very interesting meeting and 
a profitable one as well. Will Hays" is a wonder. He has under way 
many plans for the campaign, by the theatre, motion pictures and 
advertisements. . . . 

[Saturday Sept 21/18] Wired Pres Smith that I had secured special 
railroad rates for our October conference and wrote him today 
giving an account of the same and the action of the Secy of the 
Treasury. . . . 

[Friday Sept 27/18] . . . Senate met at 12 oclock and when the Suf- 
frage Amendment was taken up Senator Pittman took the floor 
and made an ass of himself. ’ 5 He tried to inject politics into the 
question and I was opposed to any such action. Pittman acted as 
if drunk. Callers all day. Senators Reed and Lewis had a bitter con- 
troversy. The Suffragettes were fearful Pittmans remarks would 
give me offense but I assured them they did not. . . . 

[Saturday Sept 28/18] . . . The sensation of the day was the speech 
of Senator Benet' 5 of South Carolina announcing his opposition 
to the Resolution he having been counted on to vote for it. Senator 
Pittman made an ass of himself again. After Benets speech it be- 
came evident the Resolution could not pass and Senate went in to 
an executive session early. . . . 

[Monday Sept 30/18] ... At one oclock Pres Wilson addressed the 
Senate pleading for the passage of the Suffrage amendment as a 
war measure. This is another of his political moves. His speech was 
resented by most of the Senators and I don’t believe it will change 
one vote. ... Ed Loose tells me he is hard up and does not know 
how he can raise his assessment if one is made. I will not borrow 
the money for the company or become responsible for it. Most of 


34 Hays would later serve as the Republican party’s national chair. He is most 
noted for his Motion Picture Production Code. 

35 Pittman, Democratic senator from Nevada, claimed that suffragists, and espe- 
cially the National Women’s Party, voted Republican and fought against Democratic 
candidates. According to him, the Republicans had encouraged the picketing to em- 
barrass the Democrats. 

36 Democratic senator Christie Benet (1879-1951) of South Carolina, appointed 
in July to fill the vacancy created by the death of Senator Benjamin R. Tillman. He 
ran unsuccessfully for the seat in the 1918 election. 
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the money raised for erection of mill was wasted and squandered. 
We raised about double of the estimated cost and now come out 
short $750 000.00. 1 expected waste and extravagance when Loose 
put in as manager Preston Peterson and let the building of the mill 
to men who had no experience in building an ordinary mill and 
not one like the Big Indian Mill it being a new and untried process. 

[Tuesday Oct 1/18] ... At 12 oclock Senate met. A vote was taken 
on the Suffrage amendment and it stood 54 for and 30 against not 
counting pairs. Sen Jones changed his vote and moved a reconsid- 
eration of the vote or gave notice he would move a reconsideration 
at the next meeting of the Senate. Received letter from Heber J 
Grant advising me of the death of widow of Apostle Hy M Smith. 
Another sad blow to President Smith particularly at this time when 
he is so ill. 

[Saturday Oct 5/18] . . . At a conference with Mr Hoover he author- 
ized me to wire which I did to Bp Nibley that he was safe in an- 
nouncing that the Sugar Co would pay 12.50 per ton for beets for 
coming year. The Danish Minister promised me to cable his Gov- 
ernment asking that four (4) Mormon Missionaries be allowed to 
enter Denmark. He also stated he would recommend that it be 
done. Advised me of arrangements having been made between 
Denmark and America that would give the people of Denmark 
more food supplies for the future. . . . 

[Sunday Oct 6/18] . . . Aunt Het had just received a telegram from 
Commanding Office Fort Taylor Kentucky that her son Eldredge 
Coffin was dangerously ill. He was suffering from pneumonia, no 
doubt following an attack of the Spanish influenza. Thousands of 
deaths occur daily from this disease. 37 33 deaths in Wash D C alone 
for eleven hours yesterday. All churches, theatres, schools and pub- 
lic gatherings in the District are prohibited. A great many cases 
reported in all the camps and many deaths occurring. Het was fran- 
tic and had not money to go to Eldredge. I told Brownie to give 
her 100.00 and I would send him the amount tomorrow. . . . 

[Monday Oct 7/18] Received a telegram from Heber J Grant that 

37 The great influenza epidemic of 1918 caused more deaths— about 
20,000,000— than all the casualties of World War I. 
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Wilford Owen Woodruff at Annapolis was ill with pneumonia and 
asked me to go and bless him. I wired if I could see him and the 
Supt answered and said it was against orders. I wired Grant accord- 
ingly and asked him if I shall get an order from the Secy of War. 
Nearly all public gatherings in Washington are prohibited. The 
Senate and House galleries were closed to visitors. . . . The ques- 
tion of Austria and Germany asking an armistice and agreeing to 
Wilson’s peace conditions was discussed and Lodge and others de- 
clared nothing but unconstitutional surrender would satisfy the 
American people and our Allies. We are all afraid Wilson will try 
and make a premature peace. Such an action is the greatest danger 
to the world forces. . . . 

[Friday Oct 11/18] . . . Zella is doing the cooking the first time she 
has ever undertaken it. Alice helps her a little but she is tied up 
with her children and Viola. 38 Not able so far to get help. 74 deaths 
in the District from Influenza and so many soldiers dying at the 
different camps it is impossible to get coffins. 

[Saturday Oct 12/18] . . . Allie’s nurse was taken down with influ- 
enza and had to leave this afternoon. Dr Morgan sent another one. 
Allie very poorly. Brownie telephoned from New York that 
El dredge Coffin' 9 died this morning at Camp Taylor Ky from pneu- 
monia. Ted and Het will take the boy to Salt Lake City for burial. 
1 do not want Allie to know it until she is stronger. 

[Sunday Oct 13/18] Allie had a very poor night. Dr Morgan stated 
today that under no circumstances was she to be told of Eldredges 
death. Her fever not quite so high as it was yesterday. Death rate 
in D C today was over 70. I was at the office from 10 oclock until 
1:30 p.m. No one here to receive dictation. I went to 1744 Colum- 
bia Road to administer to Miss Olsen a Utah girl suffering from 
Influenza. 

[Monday Oct 21/18] ... In the evening I called on Wm H Taft and 
asked him to see Gov [Charles Evans] Hughes and have him place 
in the hands of Pres Wilson his report on the investigation of the 
aircraft production at the earliest date possible. The report will be 


38 Viola was the nurse who attended the children of Harold and Alice Smoot. 

39 A nephew of Allie Eldredge Smoot. 
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a scorcher and place Mr Henry Ford the President’s pet candidate 
for the Senate State of Michigan where he belongs. We decided 
that it would be best to have Geo W Wickersham present the ques- 
tion to Hughes and Taft telegraphed him to come to Washington 
tomorrow for a consultation. We want the report made public be- 
fore election. Taft and I discussed politics for about an hour. He 
agrees with Grover Cleveland as to Wilson’s character. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 26/18] The papers carried our answer to the Presi- 
dent in full. I have received numbers of protest from different 
parts of the Country. A feeling in Washington is that the people 
are going to resent the President’s intruding himself into politics 
at this time. I think he is about as dishonest a man as there is in 
this country today. The people will learn it sooner or later. . . . 

[Friday Nov 1/18] . . . Wired Pres Smith and Lund to have Deseret 
News oppose the proposed amending to the Constitution of Utah 
relative to imposing taxes upon mines. Mr Gunnell telephoned me 
in the evening from Salt Lake City asking me to telegraph to Pres 
Smith and Lund as I had already done. . . . Reports most flattering. 
I am still afraid of the results of Wilson’s partisan appeal. He no 
doubt will make another on Sunday or Monday next and try and 
capitalize the favorable war condition in Europe. I had many tele- 
phone calls for different states. Decided to send 2500.00 additional 
for campaigns to Montana and New Mexico. Was in close touch 
with Will Hays at New York. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 5/18] . . . Beautiful weather which is favorable to the 
Republicans. Was busy with politics but during the afternoon 
called on the Norwegian and Swedish ministers to have them se- 
cure consent of their Governments to allow a limited number of 
our elders to enter their countries for missionary work. 1 promised 
to write them telling them just what I wanted for the church and 
they would convey the request as desired. 

[Wednesday Nov 6/18] The morning papers give the results as very 
favorable to the Republicans. Republicans having carried the 
House with out question and more than likely the Senate. As soon 
as I reached the office I used the telephone and the reports found 
in the morning papers were verified. I cannot see how we are going 
to lose the Senate as we have won a seat in New Hamp, Delaware, 
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Kansas, 111, Colorado, Missouri and Idaho and only lost Mass for 
certain. We have not heard from New Mexico and no final returns 
from Kentucky or Montana. Republicans are very happy and the 
Democrats are very disappointed. I received my congratulations 
as Chairman of the Senatorial Campaign Committee. I gave my 
statement to the Associated Press on the result of the election. This 
election will clip the wings of Wilson. 40 It ought to learn him a les- 
son. Poor old Utah still Democratic. . . . Wm H Taft phoned just 
as I was going to bed. Very much elated over results. 

[Friday Nov 8/18] . . . The terms of an Armistice were delivered 
by Genl Foch" to representative of the German Government 
and 72 hours given them to answer and in the meantime fight- 
ing will proceed. No question but Germany will sign the Armi- 
stice. She is helpless and cannot help herself. The war is practi- 
cally over. Thank the Lord. 

[Saturday Nov 9/18] . . . Some talk of my appointment as President 
Pro tern of the Senate if I do not get chairmanship of Appropria- 
tions. The result of the election is very pleasing to the business 
men of the country . . . 

[Sunday Nov 10/18] . . . Had a Mr Crowe call and he talked Flax 
and the manufacture of Linen to me and stated he had met 
some of the 1st Presidency and others on a recent visit to Utah 
and discussed the subject. Wanted me to take an interest in the 
subject and get the Mormon church to establish the industry in 
the country and buy the patents owned by certain parties. I told 
him I had taken the matter up with Bp Nibley some months ago 
and I read him the correspondence and also reports I had re- 
ceived from several Departments of the Government. He did not 
remain long after hearing what I had done. Somebody wants to 
unload on the church. . . . 

[Monday Nov 11/18] The Armistice was signed by Germany at mid- 
night last night and became effective at 6 oclock this morning 


40 Wilson campaigned fervently for a Democratic majority in Congress to carry 
out his programs, violating his own wartime truce on politics. It backfired, and his 
party lost fifty Congressmen and two senators. 

41 Marshall Ferdinand Foch. 
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Washington time. The President disclosed the terms in an address 
before Congress at one oclock today. Rebels control nearly whole 
of Germany. Most of Kings and Princes have abdicated. Kaiser and 
Crown Prince in Holland. All draft calls cancelled. America cele- 
brating in the wildest fashion. . . . This is a great day for the world 
and virtuely ends the greatest war of all times and let us hope noth- 
ing like it will ever happen again. 

[Tuesday Nov 12/18] An ideal fall day. Received a letter from C W 
Nibley letting me know of a move made by him to reorganize the 
Republican party in Utah and begin work along that line at once 
in order that we may carry the State two years hence and he was 
going to finance it alone if no one else would help. He was going 
to build up the Herald and quietly oppose the Tribune which is 
Democratic today . . . 

[Saturday Nov 16/18] . . . Received a letter from Heber J Grant in 
which it is stated Pres Smith has been very low of late. 

[Tuesday Nov 19/18] . . . While in Conference a note was handed 
me from Mr Thompson of the Asso Press informing me of the 
death of Pres Jos F Smith early this morning. No details given. I 
waited until 5 oclock thinking I would receive a telegram from 
Presidents Lund and Penrose before I wired asking about date of 
funeral as I will go home if I have time to get there. I sent a telegram 
to Heber J Grant as follows: “Wire me date of President Smith’s 
funeral. Have wired family through David.” At 8:45 p m I received 
a telegram from Presidents Lund and Penrose as follows: “Presi- 
dent Smith died this morning four fifty oclock. No funeral.” I sent 
the following telegram to Bp David A Smith: “Evening papers an- 
nounce the death of your father, President Smith. He was an ideal 
citizen, father, husband and servant of God. Please convey to the 
family the heartfelt sympathies of myself and family. We sorrow 
with all Israel today. How we all loved and honored him. God bless 
his loved ones forever.” His death will be regretted by Mormon, 
Jew and Gentile. It will make a mighty change in the affairs of the 
church and Utah. I considered him my dearest friend on earth. 

[Wednesday Nov 20/18] . . . Received a telegram from Heber J 
Grant stating President Smith will be buried next Friday. No fu- 
neral [because of the epidemic]. . . . 
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[Wednesday Nov 27/18] Received a confidential letter Bp Nibley 
outlining plan for future political work with a view of my election 
two years hence and the success of the Republican ticket in Utah. 
He advises me of a conference he held with Heber J Grant and 
results of same. Wm Loeb Jr called to see me and told me the 
Smelter people wanted me to run for the Senate again and they 
would do everything reasonable to assist. He told me they were 
going to assist the Herald as requested by Bp Nibley if it was agree- 
able to me. There seems to be a move in the east to secure my 
promise to run for the Senate two years hence and also to let me 
know I can secure the necessary assistance. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 28/18] This is a thanksgiving day that the whole civ- 
ilized world should rejoice in. The world war is virtuely over. . . . 

[Saturday Nov 30/18] . . . Secured a promise from Chairman Hard- 
ing of War Finance Cooperation to lend C W Nibley $200 000.00 
for production of potash from waters of the Salt Lake. Wired him 
and wrote him details. . . . The President was severly criticized for 
an appointment made by him of members of the Peace Conference 
headed by himself. I feel the people are beginning to mistrust him 
for his love of exercising autocratic powers. . . . 

[Monday Dec 2/18] . . . The press states that some of the Republi- 
cans are going to heckle the President to day during the reading 
of his message to Congress. There is no truth in the report. . . . On 
his entrance the Democratic members of the House, part of the 
galleries and a few Democratic Senators applauded but his recep- 
tion was very cold and he realized it. Very little applauding during 
his reading his message. The official bunch of Democratic House 
clackers undertook once to raise a demonstration and have Sena- 
tors and Representative rise to their feet but it failed. Republicans 
refused to stand and not many of the Democrats did. Sen Martin 
Democratic Senate Leader would not arise. The President showed 
plainly his embarrassment and he realized his message was making 
no head way. His voice was shaky and his former cock sure attitude 
was gone. It was the longest message he ever read to the joint 
Houses of Congress. It was a failure and was bitterly criticized by 
leading Democrats. It was a poor day for Woodrow Wilson. . . . 


[Thursday Dec 5/18] . . . Received very interesting letters from Pres 
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Penrose and Susa Y Gates. Pres Penrose tells me Pres Lund has a 
severe attack of bleeding of the bowels. Pres Grant suffering from 
insomnia and gone to California for relief. . . . 

[Monday Dec 9/18] Called to see the Secy of War Baker. He wanted 
to know about Pres Smith and conversation drifted on Mormon- 
ism and our beliefs. We had a very pleasant talk and was much 
interested. He said if Harold wanted to be mustered out of Service 
he could do so and if he would ask to be commissioned a Captain 
in the Reserve Army it would be granted. . . . 
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[Deporting Aliens, 
Exporting Missionaries] 


[Wednesday Jany lst/19] . . . We had no cook so Allie and Zella 
cooked our New Year’s dinner and it was a splendid one. We had 
none of our married children with us as they were none of them 
in town. The year 1918 was perhaps the most remarkable year in 
the history of the world. In the evening I took Allie, Zella and Vic- 
tor Cahill to the movies. 

[Thursday Jany 2/19] If we cannot get a cook to-day I told Allie we 
aught to take our dinners at the Highland. Next to impossible to get 
help. ... A rat has found an entrance into the house some way and is 
endeavoring to gnaw his way into the bed rooms on 2nd floor. 

[Saturday Jany 4/19] . . . Sent a telegram to Geo D Pyper of thejuve- 
nile Instructor in answer to one received from him giving a few of 
my views of the chief characteristics of President HeberJ Grant. 

[Monday Jany 6/19] As soon as I reached my office this morning I 
was called by Will Hays Asst at New York and told me of the death 
of Col Theodore Roosevelt early this morning. He wanted to know 
what I thought of adjourning the meeting of the National Com- 
mittee called to meet at Chicago Jany 10/19 on account of the 
death of Roosevelt. 1 No date of funeral announced yet and it may 


1 Roosevelt’s death was sudden. After a stirring political speech at Carnegie 
Hall, he returned to Sagamore Hill, suffering from inflammatory rheumatism, and 
within two weeks passed away in his sleep at the age of sixty. Only a few friends were 
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not be until Thursday or Friday and I thought it best to adjourn 
the meeting. I gave the Associated Press a statement on Life and 
Character of Roosevelt. His death is a great loss to America and 
the world. He was among the greatest of Americans. . . . 

[Tuesday Jany 7/19] ... At 4:07 P.M. I left Washington over 
Pennsylvania Ry as a member of the Funeral Committee. There 
were some twenty Senators and a similar number of Repre- 
sentatives on the train. There were seven coaches on same train 
and only one diner. I never saw dirtier coaches on any Railroad. 
I never had to eat such poor food. The train did not reach New 
York until 10:15 P.M. Nearly every Senator criticized such ac- 
commodation and told the Sargeant at Arms we wanted better 
treatment on our return. . . . 

[Wednesday Jany 8/19] ... A special train left New York at 10:45 A 
M with Senators and Representatives for Oyster Bay the home of 
Col Roosevelt and where his funeral is to be held. The train arrived 
at Oyster Bay at 12;25. Automobiles from New York met us at the 
Depot and took us to the “Christ Church” where the funeral was 
held. Ex-Pres Taft, Mr Hughes, Vice President Marshall and Rep- 
resentatives of Army & Navy Dept, were present. The funeral was 
a private one and very simple. No singing. It was nearly one oclock 
when the body of Roosevelt was carried into the Church. Simple 
Episcopal services was read by Rev Dr. Talmage. He read the Hymn 
“How Firm a Foundation,” Roosevelt’s favorite hymn. We all went 
to the cemetery and saw his body lowered into a grave on a hill 
overlooking Long Island Sound. . . . The road from the church to 
the cemetery was lined on both sides with the people of Oyster 
Bay. Many many of them were in tears. 

[Saturday Jany 11/19] . . . Prepared a bill to grant Mrs Roosevelt a 
pension of $5,000.00 per year and also the franking privilege. Took 
Allie to the movies in the evening. 

[Sunday Jany 12/19] ... At 4 oclock I took Allie and Zella to the 
Walter Reed Hospital on the invitation of Mrs Frank Evans of the 
Red Cross. We visited a great many of the wards and talked to 


invited to a simple funeral— Smoot among them. 
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many of the wounded soldiers. Mrs Evans has done a splendid 
work at the Hospital. . . . The Herald announces the appointment 
of Bro Ballard 2 3 4 as an Apostle. Splendid selection. 

[Tuesday Jany 14/19] . . . Sen Wadsworth 1 took Allie to dinner and 
I took Mrs D. J. Hill. Among those present were Ex Pres & Mrs 
Taft. Senators Wadsworth and Brandegee, Geo Harvey, Mr & Mrs 
C D Hilles. After dinner in the smoking room Pres Taft told us of 
many experiences he had had with Pres Wilson showing his utter 
lack of honor or truthfulness. 

[Friday Jany 17/19] Yesterday I attended a meeting of the Appro- 
priation Com and had under consideration the $100 000 000.00 
appropriation for relief of hungry Europe. The bill was ordered 
reported with a few amendments. It is a dangerous precedent to 
establish. . . * 

[Friday Jany 31/19] . . . Received a telegram from Heber J Grant in 
answer to one sent him postponing the meeting at Brooklyn set 
for the dedication of the New Church Building at that place to a 
date that would suit my convenience. He wants me to offer the 
Dedicatory prayer. It was postponed on account of Memorial Ex- 
ercises for late President Roosevelt to be held Feby 9th, day set for 
dedicating the meeting house and I being a member of the Com 
on arrangements for Roosevelt exercises I wired Heber to let me 
know what to do. 

[Thursday Feby 6/19] . . . Sen Crane telephoned me that he would 
assist in raising the $10 000.00 I asked for to assist in paying the 
obligation of the Salt Lake Herald at the bank at New York. This 
was a great relief as I received a letter from C W Nibley telling me 
agreement reached by Heber J as to future of the paper. . . . 

[Sunday Feby 16/19] I arrived at New York a little before 7 oclock 
A.M. Was met by President Monson and we went direct to the Mis- 
sion House. I was agreeably surprised with the Mission House for 

2 Melvin Joseph Ballard (1873-1939). 

3 Republican senator James Wadsworth, Jr. 

4 It was not so much that Smoot was uncharitable as it was his conservative fis- 
cal position that money should not be appropriated unless the revenue was there. 
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it is located in a fine section of the City and is a beautiful home, 
well built and well furnished. Had breakfast and then Bro. Monson 
took me through the New Church adjoining the Mission House 
but on the corner. The Church is a beauty, well built and well ar- 
ranged. Seating capacity about 400. The rooms in the basement 
were arranged for Sunday School and auxiliary organizations to- 
gether with a baptismal font. The morning meeting was called to 
order at 10 oclock with about 300 present. . . . Second session be- 
gan at 2 oclock. I immediately after opening exercises offered the 
dedicatory prayer. The house was packed over 400 present, many 
standing. During the prayer nearly every one present bowed their 
heads and silence was so great you could have heard a pin drop. 
The speakers for the afternoon session were Bro Lyman, 3 Pres 
Monson and myself. Splendid attention. . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 4/19] Early this morning Sen Lodge offered a reso- 
lution to which 37 Republican Senators had agreed stating in effect 
that they would not vote for the form of Constitution of League 
of Nations as presented by the President. The names of the Signers 
and resolution was put in the record. Quite a number of Demo- 
crats take the same position. I was very much disturbed as to what 
I should do for I knew how the people of Utah felt but concluded 
that the action was right so signed with the others.” Sen King is 
also opposed to it in present form. This action created a great stir 
throughout the Country and during the day received a number of 
telegrams protesting. . . . 

[Friday Mar 14/19] I read most of the day and spent some little 
time preparing a statement I expect to give to our home papers 
outlining my position on the League of Nations. 

[Sunday Mar 16/19] . . .James P. Casey met me at Ogden and rode 
with me to Salt Lake City. We discussed the political situation and 


5 Apostle Richard Roswell Lyman (1870-1963) was called to the apostleship in 
April 1918. He had pursued a doctoral program at Cornell University, had lived in 
New York for a time, and felt honored to be invited back to the dedication of the new 
chapel. 

6 Many Utahns, both Democratic and Republican, supported the concept of the 
League of Nations, including some LDS leaders who justified it from the pulpit by 
quoting scripture, while others cited scripture to the contrary. 
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the league of nations. He reports the political situation in good 
shape. Most people dissatisfied with the Legislature. . . . After din- 
ner I went to the Utah Hotel where I had my trunks sent as I am 
going to make my headquarters at the Hotel. Met Mr Casey at the 
Hotel at 7:30 with a stenographer and I dictated our interview for 
the paper. When finished I gave a copy to the Tribune. Did not 
get to bed until nearly midnight. Allie feeling very tired. Found Bp 
Nibley and President Grant in California. 

[Monday Mar 17/19] My interview published in the morning pa- 
pers created a great deal of comment. I had many people con- 
gratulate me on it as it was a clear statement of just what the 
League of Nations as proposed meant. I spent some time with 
President Penrose and he told me of all the changes made and 
so far discussed by President Grant in the Mission Presidents. 
We discussed the political situation and the acts of the Legisla- 
ture. He told me of certain business changes contemplated, 
some of which he was not in accord with. I had one string of 
people after me all day long. . . . 

[Wednesday Mar 19/19] I left for Provo on the Orem Electric road 
at 6:45 A.M. Went direct to the bank. Had a splitting headache. 
Met many callers. . . . Jesse Knight called and we talked for over 
an hour about his investment in lands in South America. He 
wanted me to become interested with him and I took it under ad- 
visement. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 20/19] . . . We left Pres. Lund’s for the Quorum 
meeting at the Temple at 1 0:30. Presidents Grant and Penrose and 
all the Quorum were present with the exception of Richards and 
Ballard. Bro. Ivins prayed in the opening and Talmage in the circle. 
Reports took a long time. I gave a brief account of my absence and 
we considered the question of building a church in Washington 
D.C. but no definite action was taken. . . . General Conference 
postponed on account of the influenza. 

[Friday Mar 21/19] . . . then I had to go to a meeting of the Quo- 
rum. We agreed unanimously to excommunicate Thos Stead of 
Ogden and two young women he under took to enter into plural 
marriage from the Church. I am fearful more drastic measures will 
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have to be taken before these sporatic cases of plural marriages 
are stopped. . . . 

[Monday Mar 24/19] . . . Held a conference with Pres. Grant and 
talked over a number of questions affecting our missionaries. He 
told me Bp Nibley had engaged Heber M. Wells to work on the 
Daily Herald. 7 8 . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 25/19] Was busy with callers until 10:30 and then 
went to the Temple and attended the quarterly meeting of the 
Quorum of the Twelve. Bro Clawson presided. All members of the 
Quorum present with the exception of Geo A. Richards. I was the 
first speaker and reported my work at Washington and conditions 
in the world. Was asked many questions. 

[Wednesday Mar 26/19] The major from Fort Douglas and Frank 
Hines called and took me to Fort Douglas for an examination of 
the work at the Post. . . . Visited all the wards and talked to many 
of our crippled soldiers. All visited the Alien internment camp." 
There is a hard looking lot of men there and I am going to oppose 
turning them loose upon this country. Bp Nibley and I held a con- 
ference and discussed politics and the future of the Herald. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 27/19] . . . Meeting of the Presidency and Quorum 
at the Temple at 10:30 A.M. All present but President Lund and 
Apostle Geo F. Richards. I prayed in the opening and Pres. Grant 
in the circle. Had lunch at the temple. Meeting did not adjourn 
until after 4 oclock and then only to meet again tomorrow morning 
at 10:30 A.M. Complaint was made against Jos Robinson, Pres. 
California Mission, for encouraging the idea that the Church had 
not treated him right while President of the Mission, nor by remov- 
ing him after his giving his all for the same. Pres. Grant and Bro. 
Ivins were rather severe on him and stated that he was humiliating 
Jos. McMurrin, his successor, into the very dust. He was also en- 
couraging the members of the Church in the California Mission 
to donate enough money to purchase a home for himself. I tried 

7 The Salt Lake Herald. 

8 Aliens who had the misfortune of being in the United States when war was de- 
clared against their countries were held in detention camps such as this one at Fort 
Douglas. 
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to modify the feeling against him and feel sure Pres. Robinson 
would correct any wrong impression. . . . 

[Friday Mar 28/19] Col. Byrum from the Fort called and we dis- 
cussed what was best to do with the Alien prisoners. He told me 
[all] of them but about 20 aught to be deported. I wired the Atty 
General that it was understood an order had been issued to release 
over 200 of them and it should not be done. Attended a meeting 
of Presidency and Quorum at the Temple at 10:30. Was in session 
until 2 oclock. The Jos. Robinson [issue] took a great deal of time. 
Heber J. and Bro. Ivins will leave for Los Angeles to investigate 
reports and decide what best to do about his employment and ac- 
tion to be taken to let the people know that Bro. Robinson has not 
been badly treated. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 2/19] It takes one all the time to answer the tele- 
phone and I had at least one hundred callers so did not get any 
time to answer my mail. Mothers and Fathers want their sons out 
of the army. Dependents want their allotments and wives want 
their husbands released. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 6/19] Snowed during the night and rather cold. After 
Allie had breakfast we went in a snow storm to the Temple and 
attended fast meeting. Some remarkable testimonies were born. 
Allie and I both spoke. . . . When I reached my old home after 
meeting I found Mrs. Glazier 9 there to see me. We had supper and 
I listened to her tell the town gossip until I told her I was tired and 
wanted to go to bed. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 10/19] ... I attended the meeting at the temple at 
10:30 and did not get out until after 4 oclock and then the meeting 
adjourned until 10:30 tomorrow. The proposition of forming a 
corporation with the Trustee in Trust as incorporator lead to a 
great deal of discussion and finally referred to the Presidency and 
Church Attorney’s for decision. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 13/19] . . . [In Logan,] Apostle Ballard had been ad- 
vertised as the speaker and delivered a rather impressive sermon. 
I made a plea for the Victory bond sale. It was announced that I 


9 Glazier was a relative of Smoot by marriage. 
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would speak in the evening and the House was filled. I spoke with 
great freedom for 1 1/4 hours. Never had greater attention and 
people were well pleased. Many of them thought I was going to 
talk politics and refer to the League of Nations. I did not do so, 
but delivered a gospel sermon. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 17/19] ... at 10:30 went to the Temple to the meet- 
ing of the Presidency and Quorum. Clawson prayed in the opening 
and I in the circle. It was agreed to hold the General Semi-Annual 
Conference on June 1, 2 and 3 as it was postponed in April the 
regular time on account of the prevalence of the Influenza. . . . 

[Thursday May 1/19] . . . Afternoon papers had headlines as fol- 
lows: “Bomb mailed to Senator Smoot.” Federal Officials at New 
York wired me that a bomb had been mailed me from Gamble 
Dept Store New York and to guard against opening a package as 
described. This is only one of many that had been sent to promi- 
nent citizens from the same place and no doubt by the same peo- 
ple. The Bomb mailed me was returned to Gamble’s Store for lack 
of the necessary postage and remained the following day. It is also 
reported that a similar package was sent to Sen. King and Atty. 
Nebeker of Salt Lake City. The one sent Ex Senator Hardwick 10 
was opened and Mrs. Hardwick severely injured and also the col- 
ored girl who opened the package. The Postmaster were notified 
and a large number of the bombs were intercepted. Great excite- 
ment. . . . 

[Saturday May 3/19] . . . Will Wattis came to Salt Lake City to ride 
with me to Ogden. We talked politics most of the way and while 
we were at lunch. He is going to run for Governor on the Repub- 
lican ticket if he can get the nomination. He will make a fine Gov- 
ernor and I hope he is elected. 

[Wednesday May 7/19] . . . George Albert Smith and Bro. McCune 11 
of Ogden arrived [in Washington, D.C.]. Bro. McCune will be 
President of the Eastern States Mission taking the place of Walter 


10 Democratic representative and senator Thomas William Hardwick (1872- 
1944) of Georgia. 

11 George W. McCune was later called by church authorities to preside over 
one of the church’s stakes in Los Angeles in 1922. 
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P. Monson. Geo Albert 1 " is here to see about passports for himself 
and ten other missionaries for England and to meet some of the 
representatives of European countries. I will attend to his wants 
tomorrow. Quite cool to-day and raining most of the time. 

[Thursday May 8/19] After looking over morning mail and dictat- 
ing a number of letters needing immediate attention I went with 
Geo A Smith and Bro. McCune to the British Embassy and held a 
conference with Mr Ledderdale about our missionaries going to 
England and particularly the eleven he promised me would be al- 
lowed to go, but some question had arisen and notice was sent to 
Salt Lake office that none would be allowed until the Home office 
in London would agree. I went over the whole ground again with 
Ledderdale and he finally stated he had the right to pass upon the 
question and finally agreed to passage of eleven and also agreed 
that Geo A. Smith could take his wife and two children. He also 
promised to telephone our State Department that the passports of 
the eleven missionaries whose names had been given him could 
be issued. I got a little impatient with his assumption as to what 
kind of men our missionaries should be and his arrogant way. In 
the afternoon we called on the Norwegian Minister but he was out. 
We called on the Danish Minister and had a fine visit with him. He 
gave Geo A. a letter of Introduction to the Danish Minister of Ir- 
rigation and told me to have first Presidency select 5 missionaries 
for Denmark and he believes there would be no trouble in getting 
consent for them to enter Denmark to take the place of 5 already 
there. The different between the Danish Minister and Ledderdale 
was very marked, the Minister was a perfect gentleman and Led- 
derdale anything but that. Geo A. took lunch with me. . . , 13 

[Saturday May 10/19] . . . The so called progressive Republicans 
led by Sen. Borah met and decided they would support me for 
Chairman Appropriation Committee and were going to demand 


12 Church apostle George Albert Smith (1870-1951) was recently called to pre- 
side over the church’s European Mission after the conclusion of war. 

13 This inaugurated an unpleasant season for the church in Europe. Smoot ex- 
pended tremendous energy and time confronting vacillating ambassadors, govern- 
ment bureaucrats, and evasive foreign state departments to receive permission to al- 
low missionaries. Europe’s intransigence spilled over to South Africa and the South 
Pacific, primarily New Zealand and Australia. 
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that they be given the President protem either Johnson of Califor- 
nia or Cummins of Iowa. I met with Lodge and Borah and told 
them I would not ask to be appointed President protem. Borah 
stated he with every one of the Progressives would fight for me as 
Chairman of Appropriation because of my unquestioned qualifi- 
cations for the place. We agreed to support a progressive for Presi- 
dent pro-tem at Monday’s Conference, the Progressives to agree 
upon the man. Borah said their opposition to me for President 
pro-tem was on account of me being a mormon. . . . 

[Thursday May 22/19] I went with A. B. Irvine" to fill an appoint- 
ment with the Attorney General to see what can be done for Heber 
Sharp now serving a 10 year term in the Penitentiary for robbing 
the Bank of which he was cashier. We went over the whole case 
and assured the Attorney Gen’l he had repented and expressed 
the hope something could be done to help him. We also saw the 
pardon clerk, Mr. Finch, and I feel sure he will do what he can to 
assist. . . . 

[Saturday May 24/19] This was a trying day. I worked hard on my 
mail and had many callers. Tried very hard to get some Utah boys 
out of the Navy. Requests continue to come to me daily from moth- 
ers, fathers and wives pleading for soldiers release. . . . 

[Saturday June 7/19] ... I see Wilson was lauded at the Conference 
in Salt Lake City by Apostle Ivins" and endorsed by Pres. Grant. I 
can’t help but think it a mistake. 

[Sunday June 8/19] ... I had the misfortune of having an auto ac- 
cident. It was my fault. I was running very slow and an Auto owned 
by a Mr. Rosenfeld of D.C. was a head of me. My attention was 
called to a Soldier at one of the old barracks and at that time the 


14 A. B. Irvine was a law partner of Smoot’s boyhood friend, Samuel R. Thur- 
man, in Salt Lake City. The firm specialized in water rights and irrigation laws. 

15 What irked Smoot was the following excerpt from Ivins’s address: “Men have 
criticised, and I suppose will continue to criticise and seek to belittle the man who has 
stood as the representative of the American people. . . . will question his judgment, 
his patriotism, and will not hesitate to grossly attack his character in their efforts to 
discredit his administration, but the fact remains, and will [be] so written in history, 
that President Wilson has been confronted by the most difficult, the most intricate 
and complex questions which have ever confronted a President of the United States. 
The Lord be praised that he has handled them as well as he has. . . .” 
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Auto ahead of me stopped and I ran into it. Both cars damaged 
but slightly as I was not moving over 5 miles an hour. I felt humili- 
ated at my carelessness and told Mr. Rosenfeld I would pay what- 
ever expense was incurred in repairing his Auto. In the evening I 
spent about one hour with Geo. A. Smith and family at the Har- 
rington Hotel. His family and three elders are on their way to Eng- 
land. Geo. A. to take charge of the mission, relieving Geo. F. 
Richards. 

[Monday June 9/19] Was busy with Geo. A. Smith in getting his 
passport changed so as to allow him to visit Europe and not only 
the British Isles. Held a conference with Lon Haddock and dis- 
cussed the remarks of A. W. Ivins at last Conference referring to 
President Wilson and the League of Nations. I told him I could 
not vote for the League of Nations as reported without amend- 
ments. He agreed with me. . . . 

[Wednesday June 18/19] ... I had to go to Public Lands Com. at 
10:30. Com. agreed upon my bill creating the Zion Monument into 
Zion Park, as well as other bills. . . . 

[Saturday July 5/19] . . . Attended a meeting at Sen. Lodges office 
at which were present, Lodge, Knox, Brandagee, myself and a rep- 
resentative of Mr. Clark of Com. a member and director of the 
Associated Press. We entered a protest against the unfair treat- 
ment accorded the Republican Party by that Association and gave 
many examples. We demanded that it be corrected. 

[Friday July 18/19] Had considerable business with the depart- 
ments and dictated a large number of letters. Received a letter 
from C N Lundjr. lb of Mt Pleasant criticizing me for not support- 
ing the League of Nations without reservations and amendments. 
He lauds Wilson and claims God has directed him and the League 
of Nations was inspired by God and that the church authorities 
and the Mormon people are in favor of it and if I did not vote for 
it, I would be repudiated at the next election. The League was dis- 
cussed in the Senate. 

[Wednesday July 23/19] . . . Received a letter from Judge H H Ro- 


16 Lund, a Mormon, was editor of a Mount Pleasant, Utah, newspaper. 
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lapp on question of League of Nations and telling of feeling of the 
people on it and hoping my action would not effect my re-election. 

[Saturday July 26/19] . . . Received the Herald from Salt Lake in 
which A. W. Ivins was criticized for his political speeches at the 
Stake Conferences. 

[Saturday Aug 9/19] ... I was very tired at the end of the day but 
during the evening I began the preparation of a letter to C N Lund 
Jr Mount Pleasant, Utah in answer to his letter to me of July 5/19 
criticizing my position taken on the League of Nations. . . , 17 

[Wednesday Aug 20/ 19] Received telegrams fromj P Casey and oth- 
ers commending in highest terms my letter to C N Lund Jr Mount 
Pleasant and all want it made public and sent into every home in 
Utah 

[Sunday Aug 24/19] I was at the office from 10 oclock until 1:30 
P.M. Received letters congratulating me on my letter to C N Lund 
Jr. Gave a newspaper man quotations from the Doc and Covenants 
and the Book of Mormon 18 1 referred to in my letter to Lund. The 
Associated Press carried a brief statement of the letter to Lund. It 
was published in full in a number of home papers to-day. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 27/19] Received a letter from Harold telling me 
the Deseret News would not publish my letter addressed to C N 
Lund Jr and when Bp C W Nibley offered to pay for same as an 
advertisement Pres Grant and Penrose 18 sent for him. Harold states 
that no doubt Bp Nibley would write me details. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 28/ 19] ... In the evening Mr Radford formally con- 
nected with the British Embassy called. He tells me he was stone 
blind for over a year. He can see a little now. He wanted me to 
send his Love to Harold. Radford thinks a great deal of the Mor- 
mon people and he it was that prepared the report on Mormonism 

17 This letter, picked up by most regional papers, became one of Smoot’s better 
known utterances. In page after page he listed the flaws and problems he thought 
were inherent in accepting Wilson’s document without amendments. 

18 The canon referred to here (Doctrine and Covenants and Book of Mormon) 
were increasingly used by both sides of the issue. 

19 As staunch Democrats, Grant and Penrose objected to Smoot’s position pa- 
per being published by the church’s organ, the Deseret News. 


418 



Deporting aliens, Exporting missionaries 


for the English Parliament during the time Bryce" 0 was Embassa- 
dor. . . . 

[Sunday Aug 31/19] . . . Murray Crane telephoned me he was at 
the Union Trust Co and I told him I would call for him in a few 
minutes. I called and took him up to our home, then to Lodges 
and then to Senator Nelsons. He was here to influence the early 
passage of the League of Nations without reservations. I told him 
the League would not be ratified by the Senate without the reser- 
vations. Crane was very much surprised and thought I must be 
mistaken. He told me if that happened it would destroy the Re- 
publican party. I told him I would prefer to destroy the Republican 
Party than to destroy our Government. 

[Wednesday Sept 3/19] I received telegrams from James P Casey, Bp 
Nibley and Harold telling me the meeting held at the Tabernacle 
last night at which Mr. Rueben Clark spoke on the League of Na- 
tions in opposition to it and great enthusiasm prevailed and the 
house was packed to the door. . . . 

[Sunday Sept 7/19] . . . We began our meeting for the fall and win- 
ter. Meeting began at 7 oclock at my home. Had about 40 present. 
Speakers were Welling, Monson, Hinckley, and myself. 

[Saturday Sept 13/19] ... At 12 oclock I went to Doctor Morgans 
to have him make an examination of my physical condition. I am 
not feeling well. Found my blood below normal and my blood pres- 
sure only 120. We return Monday morning after an examination 
is made of my blood and an analyses made of my urine. Do not 
sleep much and my joints are sore in the morning. 

[Monday Sept 15/19] Senators Borah and Johnson are having great 
meetings in their speaking against the League of Nations. Presi- 
dent Wilson’s trip doing"’ 1 him no good from reports received from 
cities where he has spoken. . . . 


20 James Bryce was a popular and well-respected commentator on American 
politics and society. His most prominent work was the American Commonwealth, pub- 
lished in two volumes in 1908. 

21 Wilson stumped the country to drum up League of Nations support, but the 
response was less than enthusiastic. 
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[Saturday Sept 20/19 ] ... I dictated many letters during the day and 
among them one to the Acting Secy of State in answer to a letter 
received by him relative to what action had been taken by our Gov- 
ernment against the Mormon Church. This information asked for 
by the British Embassy here in Washington before allowing Mor- 
mon Missionaries to labor in the British Dominions. 

[Monday Sept 22/19] Received a telegram from J P Casey advising 
me that yesterday at the Tabernacle Pres. Heber J. Grant criticized 
the reference to the Church works as being against the League of 
Nations. The Senate met 12 oclock. Senator Reed made a four 
hour speech against the League of Nations and placed Pres. Wilson 
in a very undesirable position and proved him in the minds of 
many that he is a demagogue if not dishonest. The gallerie ap- 
plauded him time and time again and there was a great demon- 
stration in the Senate and galleries at the close of his remarks. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 23/19] This is the day Pres Wilson visits Utah and 
speaks for the League of Nations. No doubt he will receive a great 
reception. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 23/19] Was at office early and after looking over my 
mail went to the British Embassy and held a two hours conference 
with Mr Ledderdale of the Embassy on the question of allowing 
our missionaries to go to England as they did before the beginning 
of the War. I asked that in the future our Missionaries go without 
securing permission from the British Embassy as now required and 
that we have the same number of Missionaries laboring in England 
that we had before war. He was opposed to the proposition when 
I first made it and it took me about 2 hours to get his views modi- 
fied. His wife came in toward the end of the Conference and 1 soon 
learned she entertained the same views against the Mormon peo- 
ple that her husband has. I presented a copy of the Articles of Faith, 
a copy of my letter to Mr Phillips Acting Secy of State dated I be- 
lieve Sept 22/19. We discussed Mormonism and what it was ac- 
complishing in the world and its beliefs. He finally said he thought 
my request was reasonable but he could not say it could be granted 
until he looked up all letters from England upon the subject. This 
he will do and let me know the result. He does not think it neces- 
sary to send missionaries from this country to England and objects 
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to sending missionaries to any of England’s Colonies. I wired Pres 
Grant of the Conference. . . . 

[Sunday Sept 28/19] I met the 9:28 A M Pennsylvania Ry as Bp 
Nibley was to be on it. . . . Bp and I went to my office and the 
balance of the day was spent in discussion of conditions at home 
and particularly on the question of the League of Nations. We de- 
cided it was best for me to write to Pres Grant in answer to his 
remarks made in the Tabernacle one week ago. I will dictate letter 
tomorrow morning and have Nibley deliver it to Heber J on his 
arrival home next Thursday. Nibley thinks the people of Utah 
when the League of Nations is explained will support any position 
on the same. 

[Monday Sept 29/19] . . . Received letters telling me of Wilsons visit 
to Utah and the effect of his address in the Tabernacle last Tuesday 
evening. Yesterday Wilson arrived in Washington but no one 
thought he was a sick man. He walked from train to car, placed 
Mrs Wilson in the car, stepped in and drove to the White House. 
In the afternoon went for a ride as usual. People believe he is faking 
sickness. . . . 

[Thursday Oct 2/19] Reported President is dangerously ill. Special- 
ist on nervous diseases called from Philadelphia. His family called 
here. Steady reports that his mind has failed him. . . . 

[Friday Oct 3/19] . . . October Conference opened today at Salt 
Lake. I expect we will have more League of Nations propaganda. 

[Saturday Oct 4/19] ... I received a telegram from Pres H J Grant 
in which he quotes a statement made by him at the morning Ses- 
sion referring to the sickness of Pres Wilson, as well as the prayer 
offered by Elder Orson F. Whitney and requesting that I with Sena- 
tor King convey same to President Wilson. I immediately dictated 
a letter to the President conveying the information contained in 
Grant’s telegram. Went to King’s office, read it to him and we both 
signed it and I had a messenger deliver it to the White House. Sen 
King and I both thought it was not in very good taste. It was a great 
endorsement of the League of Nations. . . . 


[Monday Oct 6/19] . . . Eastern papers reported the action of Con- 
ference at Salt Lake in praying for the President. I know the state- 
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ment of Pres Grant and prayer by Elder Whitney will have a great 
effect upon the people attending Conference. I had no objection 
to a prayer being offered for Wilson but I thought it very unwise 
to enclose his views on the League of Nations in the prayer or Presi- 
dent Grants statement. . . , 22 

[Monday Oct 20/19] . . . Ernest Woolley arrived. Talked over politi- 
cal situation at home with him. He resented action taken at recent 
Conference relative to the League of Nations ... I began the 
preparation of a letter in answer to the Student Body of B Y U on 
League of Nations' 1 during the evening. 

[Monday Oct 27/19] Received a telephone message from President 
Grant yesterday from New York asking me to hire a hall for him 
to speak in next Sunday evening and to advertise the meeting and 
get as many present as possible. Senator King and Congressman 
Welling were of the opinion [it] is not a wise thing to do. I have 
my doubts but will do the best I can to carry out his wishes. . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 29/19] ... Ed E Jenkins called at 9:30 a.m. We dis- 
cussed the home political situation and the action on the League 
of Nations taken at the recent Conference. He thinks the action 
taken has convinced the people home that I am out of harmony 
with the Church Authorities. . . . 

[Friday Oct 31/19] I met Pres Grant and his Secy Otterstrom at 7:45 
a m. We drove direct to my home. Had breakfast and then went 
to my office. I went with President Grant and Welling and called 
on President of Riggs Nat Bk and Federal National Bank. Mr Ham- 
lin of Federal Reserve Board and also Gov of the Board Mr Hard- 
ing, then James H. Moyle. Pres Grant asked them all to attend 
meeting Sunday evening at 7:30 p m and hear him speak. I re- 
turned to the Senate at 12:30 and I introduced Grant to about 20 


22 Sustained at the opening session of the conference as the church’s president 
and prophet, Grant announced that his political talk of two weeks ago would be 
printed in the church’s publication, the Improvement Era, and urged all members to 
read it carefully. 

23 Smoot’s alma mater, where he still served on the board of trustees, lined up 
behind the League of Nations, which placed him in a difficult position. He had always 
prided himself on reflecting the sentiments of his local, hometown constituents. 
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of the Senators. Many of them told Pres G of my labors in the 
Senate and their worth of same to the United States. . . . 

[Saturday Nov 1/19] l walked from home after breakfast with Heber 
J. to the Harris & Ewing studio and they photographed him in 
about 10 different positions. ... I gave a dinner at my home in 
honor of Pres Grant at 7:30 p m. The following were at the dinner: 
Senators Borah, Cummins, King, Dillingham, Harding, Thomas, 
Watson and Townsend also Geo Sutherland, Geo Cannon, Pres 
Grant and myself. All spent a pleasant evening. The house and 
table looked beautiful and there never was a better dinner served. 
Pres Grant learned how the Senators felt toward me. . . . 

[Sunday Nov 2/19] . . . Meeting was held at 7:30 p m at the Ward- 
man Park In[n]. There were present 264. I presided. Pres Grant 
occupied all the time in speaking. Had at least 100 non Mormons 
present. The latter part of his address was much better than the 
first part. Pres Grant very well pleased. 1 did not get time to go to 
my office today, the first time it ever happened while I was in the 
city. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 1 1/19] ... I made a statement on the newspaper 
reports inspired by Winifred Graham her pen name or Mrs 
Theodore Cory 24 of London making sensational and false state- 
ments against the Mormon Church published as a dispatch from 
London. It was well received by Senators. I sent a copy of my 
remarks to Dr. James E Talmage now at Pittsburg Pa. to attend 
the 3rd World’s Christian Conference at which Winifred Gra- 
ham will speak. Talmage hopes to be granted the privilege of 
speaking. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 13/19] I wired Merrill Nibley after a conference with 
the Representative of the Great Western Sugar Co not to raise 
price of Sugar to 12 cents per pound and would write fully today. 
Still receiving letters approving my position on the League of Na- 


24 Graham was one of the more popular and widely read anti-Mormon writers 
other era. Apostle James E. Talmage reported on the conference: “Winifred [Gra- 
ham] and Lulu surpassed themselves in atrocious falsehoods. Several other speakers 
vicious. I was grudgingly given five minutes forenoon and later a brief hearing.” Tal- 
mage diary, 12 Nov. 1919, Talmage Papers, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young 
University, Provo, Utah. 
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tions, among them today was one each from J B Keeler 23 and Mer- 
rill " of the BYU. I wrote Pres Geo H Brimhall of the BYU Univer- 
sity suggesting I[t] might be wise for me to resign as Director of 
the B.Y.U. as my position on the League of Nations was not in 
accord with the President of Board, a large percentage of teachers 
and their wives and the Student Body. I would do so if my position 
brought any embarrassment to Pres Brimhall. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 18/19] . . . Moses Davis again talked politics and the 
reorganization of the party. He met Jas H Moyle and Moyle told 
him I prevented the building of a church in Washington so I could 
show off my home. I told him I followed the advice of Pres Smith 
after asking for a church and pointing out several locations. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 20/19] .. . Dictated many letters. Ida writes me Mag- 
gie Dusenberry is compelled to move out [of] Dr. Avids house and 
has not place to go to. I wired her as follows: “Mrs. Maggie Dusen- 
berry, Provo Utah. Don’t worry about renting a house Allie joins 
me in offering our home to you. You may move anytime you de- 
sire. Get the key fromjoseph Buttle. We all send love.” The country' 
generally approves of the action of the Republicans on the League 
of Nations. Wilson no doubt will resubmit it to the Senate at the 
next Session. It will do him no good if he still insists it shall be 
ratified with out a cross of a T or a dotting of an I. . . . 

[Friday Nov 21/19] . . . Received telegrams of congratulations on 
defeat of the League of Nations from many sections of the Coun- 
try. Mr Wilson still thinks he can make the Senate ratify the Peace 
Treaty as presented to the Senate. He must be crazy if such is the 
case. 

[Saturday Nov 22/19] ... I took up the question of permitting our 
Missionaries to go to England, India and Switzerland the same as 
before the war. Had very favorable interview with success prom- 
ised in the near future. I dictated a large number of letters. 

[Wednesday Nov 26/19] . . .James H Moyle called to see me and tell 


25 Professor Joseph B. Keeler, former president of the LDS stake in Provo, 
known as the Utah Stake. 

26 Amos N. Merrill served in the stake presidency with Keeler and was in the 
Brigham Young University presidency at this time. 
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me he wanted to be more friendly in the future and to explain his 
position and his feelings in the past. I told him of some of my feel- 
ings and of reports I had heard of statements made by him against 
me that were not true. He left with a better feeling. Gave an inter- 
view with Representative of New York Sun on future of the League 
of Nations. 

[Monday Dec 1/19] Received a letter from sister Maggie stating she 
received my telegram offering her our home to live in and did not 
want to do so unless absolutely necessary. Chloe wrote me that 
Brownie was not doing his duty by Anita and his children. She 
enclosed a letter she received from Anita telling her of the situ- 
ation she finds herself in Chicago. 

[Sunday Dec 14/19] . . . After dinner we listened to a two hour state- 
ment by Hoover as a basis for an appropriation of his hundred 
million dollars to take care of the poor in Europe for coming 6 
months. All were astonished to hear him state that the natural re- 
sources of some of the countries, especially Armenia had been 
taken by England and France and we are supposed to take care of 
the people in the future. The division of territory and peoples in 
many cases could not be justified. His whole statement was a con- 
demnation of the League of Nations. 

[Friday Dec 19/19] Received a letter from Nibley giving an account 
of dedication of the Temple at Laie 27 and spoke of its beauty. . . . 

[Thursday Dec 25/19] Received a large number of Xmas presents. 
A beautiful day and we had a fine Xmas dinner. I was at the office 
from 10 until 12:30. Received a check from Pres Grant of $400.00 
it being decided to give each of the twelve that amount extra from 
amount regularly allowed. . . . 

[Sunday Dec 28/19] The announcement of the death of [entrepre- 
neur] Richard W Young appeared in this morning papers. I imme- 
diately sent a telegram to Mrs. Young as follows: “Sister Smoot 
joins me in extending to you and family our sincere sympathy in 
the death of Utah’s beloved son Richard W. Young. May God’s 


27 The Mormon temple in Laie, Hawaii, was the first outside the continental 
United States. 
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blessings sustain and His Holy Spirit comfort you in this your great- 
est hour of trouble. Richard’s death is a loss to Church, State and 
Nation.” . . . 

[Monday Dec 29/19] Allie suffering with a awful cold and had the 
doctor to see her. She seems so discouraged and so worried about 
Brownie. The Postmaster General s held a conference with me and 
all listened for over one hour his recital of what he had accom- 
plished as Postmaster General and the wonderful changes he had 
made in the office. I have always stated that he was the only cabinet 
officer of present Administration that had tried to save the Treas- 
ury of the US from unjust raids. He suggested that certain legisla- 
tion be enacted to further save the Government money. It was al- 
ways proved of my work to that end. . . . 
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1920 

[A Bittersweet Year] 


[Friday, Jany 2/20] ... I took up with the British Embassy the ques- 
tion of allowing our Missionaries to go to England and Mr Grigg 
advises me he has had no word on the question from London. I 
notified him I would wait no longer for a decision through the 
Embassy but would take the question up with the State Dept. . . . 

[Sunday Jany 4/20] . . . Bro Welling 1 2 3 spoke on the Mormon Battal- 
ion Monument and gave an interesting account of the moves of 
the Battalion. I received a telegram from the National Wholesale 
Dry Goods Asso. to speak at their 16th Annual dinner at the Wal- 
dorf Astoria Hotel Jany 14th and give any charitable Asso. 200.00 
that I may designate. I will accept the invitation and designate that 
the 200.00 be given to the Mormon Battalion Monument" fund. 

[Wednesday Jany 7/20] ... I also called attention to a book of A R 
Williams on Bolshevism in the Harvard University Library ’ and re- 
quested it be taken out. . . . 

1 Milton H. Welling, a Democrat, won back-to-back congressional seats (1916- 
20) and would unsuccessfully challenge Smoot for his senate seat this year. In 1922 he 
would lose against Republican incumbent Don C. Colton. 

2 This monument, commemorating the Mormon effort in the Mexican War, 
was completed in 1927 on the Utah State Capitol grounds. 

3 Apparently by Albert Rhys Williams, The Bolsheviks and the Soviets, published 
by the Socialist Publication Society in New York. 
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[Monday Jany 12/20] . . . The President of the Harvard University 
called on me about my objections to the book written by Albert R. 
Williams being in the library of the University and he agreed with 
me in my position. He had written me a letter and I had it inserted 
in the Congressional Record. My mail is so heavy it seems impos- 
sible for me to keep up with it but doing best I can. 

[Tuesday Jany 13/20] . . . Gov Bamberger, Will Wallace and Gov 
Spry arrived with a large number of Western Representatives ar- 
rived in Washington to secure an appropriation of 250 Billion for 
the Reclamation fund. In the evening I talked over the political 
situation with Spry and details of an organization I thought he 
ought to make at home. . . . 

[Saturday Jan 1 7/20] . . . The Vice President and Senator Cummins 
President Protempor are out of town and I was appointed to pre- 
side over the Senate today. 

[Tuesday Jany 20/20] Received resolutions from Federal Employees 
Union of Utah protesting against my criticism of Government em- 
ployees and making it appear my remarks had reference to Gov 
employees outside of Washington. The Salt Lake Telegram is un- 
dertaking to create a feeling against me for my statement. Will an- 
swer the signers of the protest. . . . 

[Friday Jany 23/20] It seems impossible for me to keep my mail 
answered. It never was heavier, and it begins to look as if I will 
have to refuse to see all the callers. . . . 

[Sunday Jany 25/20] . . . After dinner I attended a meeting of the 
Utah Club at 7 o’clock at the School House 12th and L Strs N W. 
The meeting was called with a view of interested members of the 
club in assisting the erection of a Monument to the Mormon Bat- 
talion. There were about 150 present. I was the speaker. I spoke 
for 11/2 hours reciting the movements of the Battalion and oc- 
currences that led up to the enlistment of the members of the Bat- 
talion. All were pleased with what I said. 

[Monday J any 26/20] . . . The Senate passed the Americanization 
Bill. 4 I voted against it. Not so cold today. 
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[Tuesday Jany 27/20] Was at the office early and tried to dictate 
some letters but could not do so for I had one string of callers. 
Clarence McCormick’ called and wanted me to protect the inter- 
ests of the Sinclair Co. in their purchases of oil land in Wyoming. 
I told him the sales of oil lands since Sept 1/19 was the question 
that has prevented an agreement by the Conferees on the Leasing 
Bill 

[Thursday Jany 29/20] Almost like a spring day. I called in Secy of 
State Lansing and told him I wanted him to take up the question 
of having the passports of our Missionaries visaed and as many as 
the Church decide to send, or the same number at least as were in 
the British Mission before the war. Told him how I had been en- 
deavoring to get restrictions removed for months passed. He 
promised he would take the question up at once. Received a cable 
from George A Smith asking when restrictions would be removed. 
I answered as soon as London approved. Had appealed to the State 
Dept. . . . 

[Sunday Feby 1/20 ] . . . The morning papers print a letter from Lord 
Grey 11 agreeing that the Senate of the U S did right in adopting 
reservations to the League of Nations Covenant and virtuely stat- 
ing that England would accept the Lodge Reservations. It is a great 
blow to President Wilson and the Democratic Senators who have 
been claiming the Reservations were an insult to England and our 
Allies and would not accept them. The Republicans are very much 
pleased with the letter and it ought to settle the question of Res- 
ervations to the League. . . . 

[Monday Feby 2/20] At 7:30 received a telegram announcing the 
death of Mrs. Eldredge at 6 minutes after 2 o’clock this morning. 
Allie decided she was not strong enough to go home to attend the 


order to “cope with disunity, a conscious drive to hasten the assimilative process, to 
heat and stir the melting pot, emerged” (Strangers in the Land: Patterns of American Na- 
tivism, 1860 1925, 235). During this period, Idaho and Utah required non-English- 
speaking aliens to attend Americanization classes. 

5 Clarence K. McCornick, a New York broker, was the son of prominent Salt 
Lake banker W. S. McCornick. 

6 Lord Gray, the British ambassador, also wrote to the London Times to explain 
the American attitude. 
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funeral of her mother. I wired home to Ernest R Eldredge our 
sorrow and that Allie did not feel able to come home. . . . 

[Tuesday Feby 3/20] . . . The movie men called at my office and took 
photos for moving picture of myself and the book containing all 
the speeches made in the Senate on the Peace Treaty and League 
of Nations. I had the collection made and bound. It contained over 
3000 pages, about 2100 words to the page making a book of about 
6,300,000 words. . . . 

[Thursday Feby 12/20] . . . C W Nibley arrived with his son Alexan- 
der. We had with us to dinner Nibley, two missionaries and 14 
others. Spent the evening with Bp. Nibley discussing conditions at 
home and mapping out a program for the campaign for my re-elec- 
tion and the carrying of Utah for the Republican party this fall. 

[Friday Feby 13/20] . . . The President asks for resignation of Sec- 
retary Lansing. 7 8 Senator New telephoned me about 9:30 P M ad- 
vising me of the same. Held a conference at my home with C W 
Nibley and Wm Spry. We discussed candidates for Governor of 
Utah, State Chairman, Salt Lake C[ity] chairman and special work- 
ers. All agreed that a change must be made in State Chairman. C 
W Nibley instructed Wm Spry to purchase the Salt Lake Tribune 
if he could do so for 750,000.00 and if he could he would give him 
$5,000.00 commission." 

[Friday Feby 20/20] ... I told Zella of Anne K’s action with Victor 
Cahill last summer and the result and that she must not marry 
Victor Cahill. 9 It was a hard blow to Zella and it was a very hard 
thing for me to do. Chloe came here among other things to let me 

7 Secretary of State Robert Lansing was charged with holding unauthorized 
cabinet meetings following Wilson’s physical breakdown the year before. Smoot 
found Lansing competent and helpful in assisting missionaries with visas. 

8 This interesting development received no treatment in O. N. Malmquist’s de- 
finitive work, The First Hundred Years: A History of the Salt Lake Tribune, 1871-1971 (Salt 
Lake City: Utah State Historical Society, 1971). Negotiations were either clandestine 
or not undertaken at all. 

9 Zella was infatuated with Cahill, but her parents countered that at age eight- 
een she was too young and that he, being unemployed and— their primary objection— 
Catholic, was unsuitable. 
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know details. It was later before we got to bed and none of us slept 
much. 

[Sunday Feby 22/20] Zella feeling a little better and Dr. Morgan 
doing everything possible for her. I went to the office at 9:30. I 
held a conference with Victor Cahill and told him I did not want 
him to come to my home or see Zella until I told him he could. He 
denied all reports against him. 

[Monday Feby 23/20] Had a talk with Mr Lindsay of the British Em- 
bassy about our Mormon missionaries and will meet him next 
Thursday morning at 1 1 o’clock to continue the question. 

[Wed Feby 25/20] Allie received a small box containing some items 
of jewelry and keep sakes of her mother. Among them was a gold 
dollar given Mrs Eldredge by my father. Susa Y Gates and Mrs 
Kesler 10 arrived at 4:40 P M and was met by Allie and taken to our 
home. . . . 

[Thursday Feby 26/20] ... I called at 1 1 o’clock at the British Em- 
bassy and held a conference with Mr. Lindsay and again requested 
that our Missionaries be allowed to enter the British Dominion as 
before the war. I gave him an outline of our Missionary work and 
the accomplishments of the Mormon people. He promised me to 
cable to London and request an early decision and answer by cable. 
Had a very pleasant interview. . . . 

[Sunday Feby 29/20] I was at the office at 10 o’clock and held a 
conference with George H. Brimhall. He felt sorry for the action 
on the League of Nations by the BYU Faculty, Student Body and 
Wives of the Faculty. He promised me he would do everything in 
his power for my re-election. . . . 

[Sunday Mar 14/20] . . . Mrs. Pelham and Neval Thomas colored 
people called on me to discuss my letter published in the Wash- 
ington colored paper denying I prevented Thomas from speaking 
at the Dunbar High School. I think I convinced them that my state- 
ment was true. Thomas is a socialist and I told him what I thought 
of remarks made by him as reported in the press. . . . 

10 Probably Donnetta S. Kesler, widow of Alonzo P. Kesler, former assistant 
postmaster of Salt Lake City. 
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[Friday Mar 19/20] . . . The day was spent in the Senate in the dis- 
cussion of the amendments to the Treaty and the Treaty itself. This 
treaty was voted on and the result was 49 for and 35 against, [and] 
not having received 2/3 of the vote the ratification of the Treaty 
was defeated. Senator Lodge offered a resolution instructing the 
Secy of the Senate to return the Treaty to the President and notify 
him that the Senate refused to ratify the Treaty. This resolution 
was passed by a vote of 47 to 37. A great deal of feeling was mani- 
fested during the day. The Senate adjourned at 7:35 P.M. Everyone 
tired out and a majority of the American people in my opinion is 
happy of the defeat of the Treaty. 

[Tuesday Mar 23/20] ... I made some remarks [o]n the conditions 
existing in this country and the extravagance in Government ex- 
penditures for last three years. Receiving letters nearly everyday 
from different parts of the country asking me to become a candi- 
date for the Presidency. ..." 

[Wednesday Mar 24/20] I decided not to have my friends open head- 
quarters for a National Smoot Club at Chicago, but concluded 
what ever publicity was handled should be done by Home people 
and at home. . . . 

[Friday Mar 26/20] . . . Received many letters of congratulations 
on my remarks on the serious condition confronting our Country. 
Zella told Dr Morgan she was going to marry Victor Cahill notwith- 
standing what has happened for a few weeks past. I made an ap- 
pointment to meet Dr. Morgan at his office tomorrow morning at 
9:30 to discuss what the best course to follow with Zella. Dr. Mor- 
gan loves Zella as if she was his own child. 

[Saturday Mar 27/20] Took breakfast with Albert J Beveridge and 
we discussed the political situation in the Country. I gave him a 
statement of the financial situation of our Government and we 
talked candidates for the Presidency and the League of Nations. 
He told me he wanted to go to Utah and help carry Utah for my 
re-election. I called at Dr. Morgan’s at 9:30 and he thought I ought 
to allow Zella to marry Cahill if she insists upon it. She was at the 


11 Such sentiment flattered Smoot, but he was politically adroit enough to know 
that at the White House, Mormons need not apply. 
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breaking point physically and the question must be decided before 
long. I told him it was a hard thing for me to withdraw my oppo- 
sition and I could not very well give my consent. Dr thinks it is an 
unfortunate thing for Zella to marry him. ... In the evening 1 had 
a talk with Zella and told her I was so proud of her and loved her 
so much that to have her marry Cahill was the greatest blow I had 
been called upon to suffer but if she insisted I would not object 
and would always be ready to help her and go to her relief at any 
time and anywhere. I was fearful of the match as I had no confi- 
dence in Cahill’s honesty, but hoped for her sake that I was mis- 
taken. Mama and Chloe were present. 

[Thursday Apr 1/20] I called at the State Dept and held a conference 
with Asst Secy Polk 12 on the refusal of the British Government to 
allow our Missionaries to enter English territory as they did before 
the War. I left a copy of Mr Lindsay’s letter denying my request. I 
have had this question up with the British Embassy for nearly one 
year and could not get an answer before Mar 18th. I left literature 
with Polk outlining the present position of the Church in question 
of polygamy. Polk stated Mr Lindsay of the Embassy would meet 
him this afternoon he would take up the question again with him. 
He thought he could arrange the matter satisfactory I hope so. . . . 

[ Saturday Apr 3/20] Asst Secy of State Polk advised me that the 
British Embassy would cable London requesting on behalf of the 
State Dept that the Missionaries of the Mormon Church be allowed 
to enter British territory as before the War. Mr Polk told me that 
Mr Lindsay of the Embassy complained that some of the Mission- 
aries had undertaken to secure passports visas on the ground that 
they were agriculturists. I wired to President Grant and Bro 
McCune Pres Eastern States Mission asking if they knew of such 
an occurrence. 13 

[Sunday Apr 4/20] ... In the evening I had a talk with Zella and 


12 Frank L. Polk. 

13 A number ofletters in the Smoot collection (Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham 
Young University, Provo, Utah) confirm this. Impatient with delays, elders stranded in 
New York took matters into their own hands and represented themselves to British 
embassy personnel as “farmers” rather than missionaries. This set negotiations back 
at least a month. 
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read her the letter I received from Grover Rebentisch" about ac- 
tions of Victor Cahill and Zella promised me she would break the 
engagement and tell him tomorrow. My heart ached for her. 

[Wednesday Apr 7/20] . . . The Salt Lake Tribune telegraphed me 
yesterday for information. This is the first time it has ever done so. 
It indicates the paper is not going to fight my renomination. . . /’ 

[Friday Apr 9/20] . . . Home papers giving the account of the first 
day of Conference reached me. No reference whatever was made 
to the League of Nations. 

[Sunday Apr 11/20] . . . Dictated a number of personal letters 
among them letters to Pres H J Grant, G W McCune and Geo Al- 
bert Smith on the question of allowing our Missionaries to go to 
the British Territories. . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 13/20] . . . My letters from home indicate a greater 
interest in my re-election than at any other time and opinions ex- 
pressed that the State will go Republican this Fall. Sent the check 
I received from A W McCune of 1,000.00 and one for same amount 
from Clarence McCormick to Henry Welch Chairman Republican 
State Committee. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 15/20] . . . Received a letter from Pres McCune of 
Eastern States Mission explaining the charges made by Mr Lindsay 
of the British Embassy claiming some of our Missionaries had tried 
to get their Passports visaed as agriculturists and asked for confer- 
ence with Secy Polk and Mr Lindsay. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 18/20] . . . Received a letter from Harold Smoot telling 
me the investigation of the Utah-Idaho Sugar Co. by the Dept, of 
Justice 16 [is] . . . anxious to connect him with the Sugar Co. and 


14 Rebentisch married Smoot’s daughter Annie K. 

15 This was occasioned by the death of two old antagonists, Joseph F. Smith and 
Thomas Kearns, according to Malmquist, The First Hundred Years , 292-301. 

16 The Federal Trade Commission launched a complaint again Utah-Idaho 
Sugar Company leadership the previous June and now was initiating legal proceed- 
ings for conspiracy in the restraint of trade, especially price-fixing. Since Charles W. 
Nibley, general manager, was also Presiding Bishop of the church, the affair was em- 
barrassing on a number of levels. After his defeat, Smoot served as a member and as 
vice president of the U&I executive committee until his death in 1941. 
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through him myself. They are hunting for something they can not 
find. . . . Meeting held at 7 o’clock. Over 100 present. Speakers 
were Bros McLauglin and Thomas 1 ' of the U of Utah, a splendid 
meeting. 

[Monday Apr 19/20] I had a talk with Zella before her leaving for 
Utah. She [is] still excusing Victor Cahill. I told her what I 
thought of Cahill and if she ever married him it would be the 
greatest mistake she could possibly make and she would regret it 
all her life. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 22/20] . . . Received a telegram from Brownie plead- 
ing for me to come to Chicago and meet Mr Spoor 18 and agree 
upon what he is to do in the future. He must know by May 1 st he 
says. 1 reserved berths for tomorrow and will leave at 1:35 P M for 
Chicago with Allie. . . . 

[Saturday Apr 24/20] . . . Brownie and I drove to the office of Mr 
Spoor of the US Cold Storage Co at the 1st National Bank Build- 
ing. Held a pleasant conference. Brownie and I drove to the Cold 
Storage plant and went through the plant and met the employees. 
It is a great plant the best one in the U.S. Mr Spoor gave a midday 
lunch in my honor and we had present 10 leading businessmen. 
We discussed the political situation for a couple of hours. Mr 
Spoor talked with me about Brownie’s position and salary. He ex- 
pressed the hope that Brownie would not become dissatisfied be- 
cause of lack of responsibility and promised that would come. He 
would advance his salary as soon as his work would justify. I told 
him I was fully aware Brownie was paid all his labors entitled him 
to. We drove to 512 Washington Boul[evard] and discussed what 
course Brownie should take. He wants to go to Richfield and go 
into the Automobile Business with a Mr Hepler. I asked him not 
to do so with out further investigation. He must move from house 
he is now renting by next Saturday. He is very unsettled. We went 
for a walk in the evening and talked over future prospects for busi- 
ness and what must be done to avoid a financial panic. Brownie is 


17 Elbert Thomas would later ran for the senate and, surprisingly, defeat Smoot 
in 1932. 

18 John Alden Spoor, a Chicago businessman and apparent employer of 
Smoot's son. 
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very unhappy and unsettled. I told him if he wanted to and finally 
decided to go to Richfield to sell his preferred stock I gave him in 
the US Cold Storage Co and put the money in the business at Rich- 
field but I was fearful of success. Brownie told me of a nasty letter 
Zella had written to Grover. She seems to be beside herself. 

[Wednesday Apr 28/20] . . . She [Allie] tells me Brownie has decided 
to leave his position with the US Cold Storage Co. and leave for 
Provo next Saturday. I am afraid he has made a mistake but says 
he cannot continue his work in Chicago, he prefers to return home 
even if he has to take 1/2 the wage he is at present receiving. 

[Friday May 7/20] ... I received a letter from Anne K and it shows 
to me she is in a very serious condition mentally and I know she 
is physically. I am afraid of her mind. . . . 

[Saturday May 8/20] ... I then called on Mr Lindsay of British Em- 
bassy and left with him the Articles of Faith by Talmage, the Doc- 
trine and Covenants and a number of pamphlets and my remarks 
in Senate on Mormon Church. I told him I wanted some answer 
from London on the question of our Missionaries being allowed to 
do missionary work in British Possessions and there was no excuse 
for longer delay. He again promised he would wire London and 
have the Ambassador OK it. Some action must be taken before 
long. . . . 

[Sunday May 9/20] ... At 1:30 I took a Turkish Bath at the 
Senate Office Building Bathroom. We have a new rubber and he 
is a very good one. I had numerous callers and dictated a num- 
ber of letters. Allie and I went for a short walk after dinner. . . . 

[Monday May 10/20] . . . The letter of President Wilson to a man 
in Oregon announcing his position of the League of Nations and 
stating it was to be as he presented it to the Senate or in other 
words the Democratic party must support his politics. He was op- 
posed to the reservations that Democratic Senators had voted for 
and they were not supporting him. He gave McAdoo his son-in-law 
a boost for the Democratic nomination for President and hit at 
Sen Chamberlain 19 of Oregon. His position pleases the Republi- 
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cans. The Democratic Senators are blue and discouraged. How 
they would like to get rid of Wilson. Joel Nibley arrived and told 
me of the indictment against the Utah-Idaho Sugar Co and the 
arrest of Merrill Nibley 20 Asst Manager with a likelihood of the ar- 
rest of his father and HJ Grant. I received letters from home telling 
me of the excitement and bitter feeling against the officers of the 
Utah-Idaho Sugar Co., because of the advance of the price of sugar 
about 10.00 per hundred. Threats were being freely made against 
Bp Nibley and Pres Grant. 

[Tuesday May 11/20] . . . The boys at home are fearful the sugar 
situation at home will hurt the chance of the election of the Re- 
publican ticket this Fall. . . . Joel Nibley went with me to dinner. 
He reported to me that he had come to an agreement with Mr Figg 
of the Dept of Justice as to future course to be followed in the case 
against the Utah-Idaho Sugar Co. and wired his Father conditions. 
I also telegraphed his father I approved of compromise and believe 
the same is best obtainable. Merrill Nibley was also indicted. 

[Wednesday May 12/20] Received a letter from Chloe enclosing one 
to her from Grover. She tells me she is not able to care for Anne 
K. Condition is serious and I will wait until Friday and by that time 
she will have received my letter of May 9th and then I will telegraph 
her what to do. . . 

[Thursday May 13/20] Ernest Woolley arrived and advises me that 
the feeling against Pres. Grant Pres, and Bp Nibley Manager of the 
Utah-Idaho Sugar Co is most bitter and even threatening personal 
injury. He thinks the advance of sugar price is the most unfortu- 
nate occurrence that has ever happened in Utah affecting the faith 
of the Mormon people. The Western Colorado Sugar Co has not 
raised the price above 12 cents the price I agreed upon with the 
Department of Justice last January. Mr Petrikin told Woolley they 
were going to follow the agreement made by me no matter what 
it cost the Company. I wish the Utah-Idaho had done the same 
thing. Joel Nibley reports to me that Mr Figg has repudiated the 
agreement he made with Joel for the course to be followed by the 


20 Merrill and Joel Nibley were sons of church leader and businessman Charles 
W. Nibley. 
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Utah-Idaho Sugar Co. as telegraphed to Bp Nibley last evening. 
Joel left for home at 7:35 P M feeling blue. . . . 

[Saturday May 15/20] . . . Received a letter from Bp Nibley telling 
me of a letter received by Pres Grant from Jas H Moyle complain- 
ing of Pres Grant’s announcing of bis support of me for re-election 
and of President Grant’s answer giving bis reasons why. 

[Sunday May 16/20] . . . Held meeting at 7 o’clock. Had about 100 
present. Speakers were Bros. Stewart and Jos Hyde and myself. I 
announced that the meetings hereafter would be held at 1730 I St 
N W each Sunday at 7:30 P M. I expressed my pleasure at having 
the meetings held at my home for last 1 1 years but it was thought 
best to hire a hall and hold meeting each Sunday and also have a 
Sunday School. . . . 

[Tuesday May 18/20] Ernest Woolley and Gov Spry called and we 
talked over Sugar conditions and he reported conditions at New 
York. I told him I would not without a cause make a public an- 
nouncement that I was displeased with the action taken by the of- 
ficials of the Utah-Idaho Sugar Co increasing the price of sugar. It 
was time for me to make an announcement after I had been 
charged with the responsibility of it. 1 have copies of my letters and 
telegrams advising against my advance above 1 2 cents per pound 
as agreed to by the Attorney General. . . . 

[Wednesday May 19/20] ... I received a letter from Bp Nibley in- 
forming me of a telegram sent by Geo A Sanders to W W Beer at 
Rigby, Idaho an Attorney representing the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion in the investigation of the Utah-Idaho Sugar Co. In that tele- 
gram it develops that the investigation was to be continued ... so 
it would defeat me for re-election to the Senate. . . . 

[Thursday May 20/20] I received a telegram from A F Cardon stat- 
ing Anne K had written a letter begging Chloe to let her come to 
her. She left for Elgin, Oregon with Grover last Sunday and must 
have written to return to Chloe nearly as soon as she arrived there. 
I will telegraph Anne K she must remain with Grover and Hamil- 
ton, and if she was not well I would have Grover take her to a good 
sanitarium and she would remain there at my expense until she 
was well. . . . Had a trying day Harold Eldredge and his wife Bar- 
bara arrived last evening to spend a week or so with us. Harold 
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Smoot telephoned me from New York he is there on financial mat- 
ters. He tells me the Irving National Bank had called his loan of 
56,000.00 and he would have to sell the Security and take his loss. 

[ Saturday May 22/20] . . . Harold Smoot arrived from New York 
and reported to me that the Irving Nat Bank had refused to renew 
his note and he was compelled to sell his Utah Power Preferred 
Stock @ $82.50 per share netting him a loss of over 7500.00. We 
talked over home affairs in the evening and he told me of the piti- 
able condition of Anne K on her arrival to Salt Lake City some 
weeks ago. From what Harold tells me the feeling against Bp Nibley 
in particular and the officers of the Utah-Idaho Sugar Co in general 
is most bitter and threats freely made against them. Attorney Beer 
of the Federal Trade Commission tried to connect Harold with the 
Sugar Co and connect me with the Company and as purchaser with 
Nibley of the stock control of the Co. Harold tells me his business 
is in fairly safe condition. I wrote him about a month ago to protect 
himself in margins as trouble was coming. 

[Sunday Mar 23/20] . . . Attended services at 1751 I street at 7:50 
P M. This is the first time we have secured a Hall to hold our meet- 
ings. I have had them held at my home ever since I moved into my 
home until tonight. Bro McCune of the Eastern States Mission was 
present. We had about 150 present. Speakers were Jas H Moyle, 
McCune and myself. We decided to put in a presiding elder next 
Sunday and organize Sunday School. Many expected Nephi L Mor- 
ris to be present as announced in the meeting held a week ago. 
This is the first meeting Moyle has attended for many many 
months. 

[Friday May 28/20] . . . Received a letter from Pres Grant suggest- 
ing in answer to my letter that it might be wise for me to go to 
Europe in behalf [of] our missionaries being allowed to go to 
Europe as they were allowed before the war and he adds he might 
go along. . . . 

[Sunday May 30/20] Howard Driggs 21 came direct from the Depot 


21 Howard R. Driggs was on leave from the University of Utah, and Smoot was 
delighted to have someone of his experience help direct and staff the small Mormon 
congregation in Washington, D.C. 
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to my home. After breakfast we discussed the organization of a 
Sunday School and we agreed it would be best to suggest James 
Barton as Superintendent. We attended the meeting at 1731 I 
Street N W at 10:30 A M and there were present about 30 persons. 
I presided and those present sustained Bro Barton as Superinten- 
dent and Bro Driggs was mouth in setting them apart. Speakers 
were Barton, Driggs and myself. This is the first Sunday School 
organized in the District of Columbia. . . . Attended meeting at 
7:30 P M. About 60 present. James Barton was sustained as the 
Presiding Elder of the District of Columbia Branch and I was 
mouth in setting him apart. Speakers were Barton, Driggs and my- 
self. Further organization of the Sunday School will be made next 
Sunday. 

[Monday May 31/20] Received a cable from Geo A Smith stating 
he had information that Home Office, London had agreed that 
passports for Mormon Missionaries could be visaed. I wired Mr 
Jeffes, New York, asking if he had received instructions to that ef- 
fect. I found Mr Lindsay of British Embassy out of city. . . . Re- 
ceived an increase in the Appropriation for Zion National Park. 

[Thursday June 3/20] Mr Lindsay advised me the Embassy had not 
received word from the Home Office London that passports for 
Mormon Missionaries could be visaed and promised me to cable 
to London if report I received from Geo A Smith was true. . . . 

[Sunday June 6/20] . . . Everyone was discussing what was going to 
happen at the Chicago Convention. 22 All sorts of opinions ex- 
pressed and all wondering if Johnson and Borah were going to 
bolt. I took the position they would not and that Sen Harding 
would receive the nomination. On arrival at Chicago I went direct 
to the Great Northern Hotel ... I was greeted cordially by the lead- 
ing Republicans of the Country and congratulated for my splendid 
work in the Senate. It was nearly one o’clock before I got to bed. 

[Monday June 7/20] . . . Borah had told me he would not support 
a plank pledging the party for further action on any kind of a 

22 This 1920 Republican Convention was dubbed the “Smoke-filled Room,” re- 
ferring to a deal supposedly struck late at night in a hotel by Republican power-bro- 
kers, of whom Smoot was a member, to insure the nomination of Warren G. Harding. 
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league 23 and would bolt the party if such a program was carried 
out. Crane insisted it could and should be. I held conferences all 
day long and away into the morning. I did every thing I could to 
create sentiment for Sen Harding. . . . 

[Wednesday June 9/20 ] ... At one o’clock in the morning I attended 
a conference at Harvey’s rooms ... At that meeting Borah, Bran- 
degee and McCormick gave notice that if the Mills or Crane plank 
was agreed to they would bolt. I immediately started to reach a 
compromise and at 3 o’clock A M had made little headway. I went 
to bed very discouraged. Tired out. 

[Thursday June 10/20] ... 1 met Borah at 8:50 A M ready to enter 
the Committee room. I called him aside and read him a proposed 
plank or substitute for the Crane or Mills 21 plank and asked him if 
he would consider it. He called McCornick and I got Ogden Mills 
and we went into room 222 of the Auditorium Hotel and I closed 
the door and stated we would not leave the room until we had 
reached an agreement. I asked Borah to read the proposed plank 
and told him it was prepared by Elihu Root before he left for 
Europe. Borah read it aloud and suggested a few amendments that 
after considering he withdrew. Borah and McCornick asked us if 
the Committee would accept the draft as drawn and I told them I 
had no doubt of it. They agreed to it and we went to the Committee 
room with lighter hearts. The news soon spread. . . . 

[Friday June 11/20] Were in conferences on question of who was 
the best man to nominate for the President most of the morning. 
Last evening Pres Grant and Bp Nibley called to see me for a few 
minutes. They are here arranging for a loan for the Utah-Idaho 
Sugar Co. . . . Among those nominated were Gene Wood, Gov 
Lowden, Hiram Johnson, Sen Harding, GovCoolidge, GovSproul, 
Nicholas Murray Butler, Hoover, Sutherland, etc. . . . From 9 until 
nearly 3 o’clock in the morning conferences were held in different 
Rooms and Hotels with a view of centering upon a man for the 
nomination and it was finally agreed tentatively that Sen Harding 


23 Senator William Borah of Idaho, along with California senator Hiram 
Johnson and Wisconsin senator Robert La Follette, were the extreme wing of opposi- 
tion to the League of Nations, earning them the sobriquet “irreconcilables.” 

24 Republican representative Ogden L. Mills (1884-1937) from New York. 
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was the man. Mr Kirkwood[, editor] of the Kansas City Star[,] was 
opposed to Harding and I had Geo Harvey arrange a meeting 
which he did and Sen Brandegee and I tried to get him to withdraw 
his opposition. It was based upon statements made by Harding 
against Roosevelt in 1912 at the time Roosevelt bolted the party. 
We made little headway. I saw Sen Harding and told him of the 
situation before going to bed. I was as near exhausted as I ever was 
in my life. 

[Saturday June 12/20] I was in bed but a short time as I felt I must 
keep in touch with any move that would be made against the agree- 
ment reached last evening. Very few were aware of the agreement 
and fewer when it was mentioned as the proper program to follow 
believed it could be brought about. ... It was nearly 6 o’clock be- 
fore balloting began and it took but 2 ballots to nominate Harding. 
I asked him who he wanted for Vice President and he thought it 
best not to suggest anyone but let the Convention decide. Borah 
was bitterly opposed to Gov Allen of Kan and suggested Kenyon 
or Copper. It was thought Sen Lenroot would be the best and 
McCornick nominated him hut Gov Coolidge’’ won the nomina- 
tion easily. Routine work was attended to and the Convention ad- 
journed. After receiving congratulations of the members of the 
National Committee and each one expressing regret at my leaving 
the Committee, I went with Will M Hays and Murray Crane for a 
short ride in Hays car and they dropped me at the Hotel. I settled 
my bills. Said Good bye to the Utah delegation and went to the 
depot leaving about one o’clock in the morning over the Pennsyl- 
vania for Washington, D.C. I was so tired I could hardly undress. 
Sen Harding and wife, Senator Lodge and a large number of dele- 
gates were on the same train. I am satisfied with the work of the 
convention. 

[Monday June 14/20] . . . Sen Harding told me yesterday that I was 
to be a part of his administration and if I wanted to be Secretary 
of the Treasury I had but to ask for it. He told me he was not mak- 
ing promises for appointments but wanted me to know how he 
felt. I told him I would prefer to remain in the Senate. . . . 


442 


25 Calvin Coolidge, governor of Massachusetts. 
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[Tuesday June 15/20] Last evening I wired Pres Grant that hereafter 
the British Government would allow the Visas of the passports of 
the Mormon Missionaries to the British Isles as before the war. See 
letter to Geo Albert Smith. The day was crowded with work and 
callers. Beginning to get things in shape to leave for home. At- 
tended a dinner given by Senator Lodge at his home. . . . 

[Friday June 18/20] Had a number of callers from home and took 
them to meet Senator Harding. Held a conference with Harding 
and we discussed a number of plans for the campaign. Spent most 
of the time visiting the Foreign [delegations and impressing the 
Ministers of Switzerland, Holland, Denmark, Norway and Sweden 
with the fact that those Governments should allow our missionar- 
ies to enter for missionary work the same as before the war. Called 
their attention to the fact that Great Britain had done so. Each 
promised they would recommend to their Governments that such 
action be taken. The Minister of Norway showed me the refusal of 
his Government to the two former requests by him. He asked me 
to write a letter requesting further action and send him some 
church documents or announcements on the subject of restriction 
of polygamist marriage and also a copy of the letter received by 
me from Mr Lindsay of the British Embassy granting my request 
that passports of our missionaries be visaed. I began the prepara- 
tion and collecting of documents after returning to the office and 
will finish them tomorrow. 1 called on Secy of State Colby^’ and he 
kept me nearly one hour discussing Roosevelt and told me of the 
high regard Roosevelt had for me. I told him the history of the 
action of Sen Crane and myself regarding his candidacy in the year 
1916. He promised me he would take up the question with the 
countrys named and request that favorable action be taken on the 
visaing of the passports of our missionaries. . . . 

[Thursday June 24/20] W H Wattis came on the train at Evanston 
Wyo, and told me he was making the race for Governor and would 
continue so if I had no objection. We discussed the likelihood of 
his connection with the Utah-Idaho Sugar Co. being a detriment 
to his nomination and election." He explained to me his position 


26 Bainbridge Colby was President Wilson’s Secretary of State. 

27 Ogden construction executive William H. Wattis had replaced Charles W. 
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and he was not connected in any way with buying and selling of 
sugar for profit as some of the directors were charged as being. I 
told him I was satisfied with his making the run. . . / 

[Friday June 25/20] Opened my office at the Hotel Utah and had 
a busy day. . . . Visited the church offices and had a long talk with 
Presidents Lund and Penrose. Met many Democrats who told me 
they were going to vote for my re-election. At 6 o’clock Allie and 
I took the Salt Lake Electric train for Provo. On our arrival there 
was met with the Brass Band and a large crowd of Provo people. 
The crowd headed by the band marched to my home and a pro- 
gram was carried out. Music and readings and 1 then spoke to the 
crowd for about 1/2 hour. . . . 

[Sunday June 27/20] I attended the Prayer Circle of the Stake Presi- 
dency. . . . Harold and family, Ariel and Chloe and Aunt Marne, 
also Zella and Carlisle Nibley. Carlisle asked us for Zella to be his 
wife and we consented . . , 29 

[Monday June 28/20] . . . Brownie is thinking of accepting the 
agency for the Buick Auto for Pocatello, Idaho. I told him I would 
let him have 12,500.00 if Mr L L Nunn would invest a similar 
amount. ... Bp Nibley and wife was at dinner and after dinner 
talked over political situation and action of the Government 
against the officials of the Utah-Idaho Sugar Co. He was not greatly 
worried over the results. 

[Tuesday June 29/20] Attended a meeting of the Twelve at the Tem- 
ple beginning at 9 A M and adjourning at 7 P M. All members of 
the Quorum present but Geo A Smith and A W Ivins. President 
Lund was present most of the time. Each present gave an account 


Nibley and Merrill Nibley as vice president and general manager of U&I Sugar. The 
Federal Trade Commission’s complaint, coupled with those of eastern bankers, had 
necessitated the change. 

28 The nomination went instead to Charles R. Mabey. Watds was successful, 
however, in receiving the nomination in 1928 but unsuccessful in defeating Demo- 
cratic incumbent George H. Dern. 

29 Little is known of their courtship, but the marriage proved to be a poor 
match. It seems reasonable that, given the difficulties Zella had encountered and the 
activities of Carlyle, son of Charles Nibley, the match was orchestrated by the two fa- 
thers to ward off further problems. But tragedy ended in divorce within a few years. 
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of their labors for last quarter and suggested action to improve 
conditions of the people for the future. . . . 

[Saturday July 3/20] . . . Arrived at Portland at 3 P M.’" . . . Took a 
bath and as soon as I could eat a bit I went with Grover to the Good 
Samaritan Hospital and found Anne K in a most pitiable condi- 
tion. I remained with her until about 11 o’clock. Dr Sellings had 
left town for the week end. The nurses explained her condition. 
The Doctor put on 3 nurses and Anne was not left alone for a 
minute. She is almost a skeleton and her mind is in bad shape. She 
is so depressed she does not want to live. 31 

[Sunday July 4/20] After breakfast I went to the Hospital and re- 
mained with Anne until about four o’clock. I walked through the 
Park with her and I read the Hospital chart. Nothing was being 
done for her but a constant watch. Anne complained of her head 
that she could not think. Her eyes looked bad and her breath was 
very bad. I kept her out until 3 o’clock. She was not interested in 
anything. When I took her back to the Hospital I talked to her and 
asked her to talk to me, to tell me everything that was worrying 
her but she said she could not remember. I told her God had for- 
given her for anything she had done and so had all and I blessed 
her. She seemed to appreciate the blessing and smiled when I con- 
cluded. ... I went to the Mormon Mission House. . . . Services were 
held at 6:45 in the Chapel and a good attendance present as word 
had been given out that I would speak. I spoke for 1 1/4 hours. 
Had marked attention and a good flow of the spirit. . . . After meet- 
ing Sister Nibley took me to her home. Alex Nibley 1 ' suggested that 
I move Anne K from the G. S. Hospital to the Moore Hospital. . . . 
This is about as hard a day as I ever spent in my life. It nearly killed 
me to see my little Anne K in such a condition. I know God will 
help her. 

30 Smoot left Salt Lake City the previous day for Portland, Oregon, to rush to 
his daughter’s aid. Her mental and physical disorders were threatening her life. 

31 Smoot made frequent trips to his daughter’s side for recurring bouts with 
physical and emotional illness. Anne K. would never seem to fully recover and died in 
1938. 

32 Alex, son of Charles W. Nibley, had business dealings with Smoot through 
his father. 
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[Monday July 5/20] . . . Pres Iverson returned this morning from 
Pendleton 3 ’ and we spent the afternoon together talking over mis- 
sion affairs, political situation, and I explained to him Anne’s con- 
dition. He will take an interest in her. Cox of Ohio” was nominated 
for President by the Democrats early this morning. The delegates 
have had a cat and dog time and the whiskey crowd has won out. 

[Tuesday July 6/20] . . . The Doctor called and I had him explain 
Anne’s case to me as he saw it. It was anything but promising for 
the future. He thought with care she would recover from this at- 
tack. I told him I thought it best to remove Anne K to the Moore 
Sanitarium where she would receive special attention and where 
Pres Iverson and the Nibleys could call each day to see her and 
take her home at times and get her mind off her condition. He 
wanted her constantly watched until she was out of danger and we 
will have that done. I paid her hospital bill for three weeks amount- 
ing to 592.00 without the Doctors bill and we left the Hospital and 
drove to Alex Nibleys. . . . We had three punctures during the day. 
Anne joked about them and talked and acted her old self. When 
Dr Selling saw Anne he remarked that a great change had taken 
place since Saturday. I told him if we could only get her to think 
that God had forgiven her she would get well. The Dr. did not 
agree with me. . . . 

[Sunday July 11/20 [ . . . R R Lyman . . . spoke to me about his ref- 
erence to me and my position on the League of Nations at the last 
October Conference and told me why he referred to it. I told him 
to forget it. I knew I was right and he knew so now. I read him my 
letter to Pres Grant in answer to his criticism of my reference to 
the Doctrine and Covenants in my letter to Lund of Mount Pleas- 
ant and also read him remarks by Pres Woodruff and Jedediah M 
Grant sustaining my position. . . . 

[Monday Jidy 12/20] John Howard gave Ernest W Smoot his first 
position as salesman for the products of the Utah Oil and Refinery 


33 Iverson was the mission president in Portland. Pendleton is a ranching and 
fanning community on the eastern side of the state. 

34 Governor James M. Cox. 
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Co. He begins work tomorrow. I have impressed upon him the 
necessity of his making good in this his first work. . . . 

[Wednesday July 14/20] Made an application of the American Smelt- 
ing and Refining for a loan of 67 000.00 for the payment of balance 
due for building the Goshen Valley Ry from the Iron King Mining 
Co. It was referred to New York office for decision. A string of 
callers the whole day. Many called to tell me of their hope for suc- 
cess, among them many Democrats. . . . 

[Thursday July 15/20] ... I took Mr and Mrs Bass and Mr Hall a 
Washington Newspaper man to call upon the Presidency of the 
Church. Had a very pleasant call and President Grant gave them 
a number of volumes of church works. Attended the meeting of 
the Quorum and Presidency at the Temple. . . . Harold leaves for 
New York tomorrow to see about a loan of 200 000.00 for Chas W 
Nibley in connection with the purchase of the evening Telegram. 
Gave him a letter to Will H. Hays. . . . 

[Saturday July 1 7/20] Allie and I left Provo for Salt Lake at 7 o’clock. 
On arrival at my office received a telephone message from Bp 
Nibley to come to his office. He told me the sale of the Salt Lake 
Herald and his purchase of the Evening Telegram had been con- 
summated and told me of the terms. I think they are extreme in 
the purchase of the Telegram but no doubt it is the best that can 
be done. He told me Pres Grant thought the purchase was a bad 
bargain but Bp Nibley told him he was buying it as a defense of 
the peoples interests and church positions. The Bishop did not feel 
it wise to let the Newspaper field be controlled by non-mormons 
with only the Deseret News as a defender. It was not for an invest- 
ment the purchase was made, but for a defense. Harold Smoot left 
for New York yesterday and will try and borrow 200 000.00 for the 
Bishop toward buying the paper through Wm H Hays. He may 
also arrange to enter business at New York in the exportation of 
moving picture films. . . . 

[Monday July 19/20] Yesterday was the last issue of the Salt Lake 
Herald. Its discontinuance leaves but 3 daily papers published in 
Salt Lake and that is plenty. Many people regret the discontinu- 
ance of the Herald but the cost of publishing it was too great. I 
had to raise about 2500.00 today to pay the indebtedness of the 
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State Committee and Salt Lake Co Committee to the Herald. Did 
not have so many callers today as usual and it gave me a good 
chance to answer a large number of letters. Bp Nibley feels well 
over the purchase of the Telegram although it is a heavy load to 
carry. . . . 

[Wednesday July 21/20] . . . Held a meeting during the day with him 
[Brownie], H S Anderson of Salt Lake and a representative of Mor- 
ris and Co, the Chicago packers. The company has asked Anderson 
and Brownie to form a company and act as their agents for Utah 
in selling their products. We discussed terms and formulation of 
Company and I told Brownie I thought he had better undertake 
the work. . . . 

[Thursday July 22/20] . . . Brownie and Anderson agreed to form 
a company and handle products of Morris & Co. Name of company 
will be Smoot and Anderson. Morris & Co take 1/3 of the Capital 
stock, Anderson 1/3 and Brownie 1/3. Morris & Co to carry them 
up to 100 000.00 credit. 

[Friday July 23/20] . . . The [political] boys are beginning to doubt 
the wisdom of nominating W H Wattis for Governor on account 
of his connection with the Sugar Co. George T Odell called and I 
told him I was not going to assist any person to receive the nomi- 
nation for Governor and any other office but when the convention 
selected the ticket that would be my ticket and if he was nominated 
he would receive my hearty support. Ben L Rich wanted me to 
secure Carl A Badgers’’ nomination but I took same position with 
him. I called on Gov Bamberger and had a very pleasant visit. He 
quits politics at the expiration of his term. He told me I would 
receive the vote of every Bamberger but himself. He felt he would 
have to vote the Democratic ticket as the party had elected him 
Governor. 

[Saturday July 24/20] . . . Pres Grant took his wife, Pres Lund, An- 
drew Jensen' 1 and myself to Pioneer Square to celebrate the com- 
ing of the Pioneers in this valley 76 yrs ago. The Daughters of the 


35 Both Rich and Badger had served as Smoot’s secretaries early in Smoot’s 
first term. 

36 Andrew Jensen was Assistant Church Historian. 
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Pioneers arranged the program. There were 29 [of the] 1847 pio- 
neers present. Lunch was served about 12:30. Following the lunch 
a program was carried out. I was master of ceremonies. . . . 

[Tuesday July 27/20] . . . Stewart Kahn 37 called and explained to 
me the proposition made to Harold by Mr Howells of New York 
to enter his employ in the moving picture business. It is nothing 
definite in salary or interest in the business to begin with but 
virtually a trial for a month to see if Harold was suited to the 
requirements with expenses paid. I had dinner with Alice and we 
decided to advise him to accept the proposition and telegraphed 
to that effect. . . . 

[Wednesday July 28/20] . . . Had a dozen of the leading business 
men of Ogden call on me and we spent an hour and a half discuss- 
ing the advisability of W H Wattis continuing his campaign for the 
nomination of Governor. Mr Biglow was the chairman and he and 
5 others presented reasons why he [Wattis] should be nominated 
notwithstanding he had been or would be indicted by the Govern- 
ment for violation of the Lever Act ' and as Director of the Utah- 
Idaho Sugar Co voting for increase price of sugar. I told them of 
the danger of such action but I was not going to ask Wattis to with- 
draw. There is a bitter feeling against the Sugar Co and directors 
and if Wattis is nominated it will greatly effect his chances for elec- 
tion and the whole ticket will be affected. . . . 

[Thursday July 29/20] I attended the meeting of the Quorum and 
Presidency at the temple beginning at 10 o’clock and adjourned 
at 4:30 P M. About two hours was taken up with a discussion of 
my position on the League of Nations and my opposition to it 
against the decision of the Council and my interview in Washing- 
ton wherein I referred to the Book of Mormon and Doctrine and 
Covenants. I was charged by S L Richards and A W Ivins as claim- 
ing I had stated that those two books were against the League of 
Nations and that was the cause of Pres Grant calling attention to 
the interview and disclaiming that the church works were against 

37 Usually referred to as “Stuart” Kohn, a New York attorney involved with mo- 
tion picture companies. 

38 The Lever Act was a war-time measure to stimulate, control, and monitor ba- 
sic commodities, such as through the Sugar Equalization Board. 
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a League of Nations. I never so claimed and I read my letter to 
President Grant in answer to his remarks in the Tabernacle on the 
matter. I did claim and I now claim that the church works are defi- 
nite in statements that the world will have peace, eternal peace. 
The question then drifted to the charge that I had no right after 
the Council had decided to support the League of Nations to write 
the Lund letter or oppose it. I claim I have the right to vote on the 
League as my judgment dictates, and in conformity to my oath of 
office. Pres Lund spoke for me and Pres Penrose against my posi- 
tion. A number of the Quorum spoke for and against and it was 
decided the question should go over until next Thursday. I told 
the council I would never vote for the League with Article 10 39 a 
part of it as reported to the Senate. I would prefer to withdraw 
from public life than do so. . . . 

[Friday July 30/20] ... I called at the President’s office and Pres 
Penrose called me to one side and asked [me] to see Pres Grant 
and discuss the question that was before the Council yesterday and 
tell him just how I felt. To let him know that I supported him etc. 
Bro Lund suggested the same thing. I did so but Pres Grant 
thought it should be discussed further at meeting next Thursday. 
That was satisfactory to me. . . . 

[Monday Aug 2/20] . . . Harold returned from New York, unable 
to make loan for Nibley. 

[Tuesday Aug 3/20] . . . Met Bp Nibley and he wants me to go with 
him to Ocean Park, leaving here next Saturday. President Grant 
thought I ought to go for a rest. Allie and Zella will go with me if 
I go. Will decide by Thursday. 

[Thursday Aug 5/20] . . . After regular business was attended to 
Pres Grant called up the question of my position on the League 
of Nations and it went over from last weeks meeting. Bro Ivins 
read the record of action taken by the Quorum and claimed that 
I was in accord with the position taken by the President of the 
Church by action of the Council. Read the letter of Ex President 
Taft asking Pres Grant to allow his name to be used as a sup- 

39 Article 1 0 bound the signatories “to respect and preserve against external ag- 
gression the territorial and political independence of all members of the League.” 
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porter of the League and the action taken at the October Con- 
ference 1919. I answered him that Taft was against amendments 
but not [without] reservations and had prepared reservations 
since the letter was written and so had Dr Lowell."’ They both 
had changed their position. I was against amendments and not 
one amendment was agreed to by the Senate. I explained the 
difference between an amendment to the Treaty and a reserva- 
tion to the League of Nations. I was in favor of reservations and 
would not vote for the League of Nations without reservations 
and told why. I was supported by Pres Lund, Rudger Clawson, 
Jos F Smith Jr and if D.O. McKay had been present, he would 
have taken my side of the controversy. Pres. Penrose, Geo F 
Richards, A W Ivins and S L Richards took the position I should 
be in full accord with action taken. I called attention to the 
change that had taken place in the country and not many people 
comparatively speaking was in favor of the League without reser- 
vations. Pres Grant took a middle ground and stated he would 
not object to reservations that would clarify the meaning of the 
League. Did not think my position was very much different from 
that of others. He did not hold that I should vote contrary to my 
convictions. The question was dropped without any final action 
being taken. Pres Grant stated B H Roberts had asked permis- 
sion to become a candidate for Governor on the Democratic 
ticket. President Grant, Penrose, S L Richards and A W Ivins 
thought it very unwise. He will be told he can make the race but 
told at the same time it was a very unwise action to take. . . .“ 

[Saturday Aug 7/20] I made a loan at Walker Bros Bank of 
$15,000.00 and paid my loan at the Pingree National Bank of 
$25,000.00. Had Ariel go to Ogden to make payment and get se- 
curities and also make a loan for the Logan Land and Drainage 
Co of $3500.00 for 4 mos. Was crowded closing up a number of 


40 Dr. A. Lawrence Lowell, president of Harvard University. 

41 Not much more is known about this abortive gubernatorial attempt. 
Roberts’s biographer, Truman Madsen, gave only brief mention of “a brush with re- 
newed ambitions to be governor of Utah in 1920, and then withdrawal and successful 
re-election campaigning for Democratic Governor George A. Dern in 1920” (Madsen 
means George H. Dern in 1928). See Truman G. Madsen, Defender of the Faith: The B. 
H. Roberts Story (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980), 271. 
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unsettled matters before leaving for Ocean Park with Bp Nibley 
for a couple of weeks. . . . 

[Monday Aug 9/20] ... As soon as we were located Nibley and I 
had a bit to eat and left for Brentwood golf links. Played 9 holes, 
Nibley making the 9 holes in 41 strokes the best he had ever done. 
I had a stiff shoulder and took 59 strokes. Had lunch and played 
another 9 holes. Score Nibley 47, Smoot 50. We all went to a movie 
in the evening. 

[Tuesday Aug 10/20] Received a telegram from President Grant re- 
questing Bp Nibley and myself to meet him in San Francisco to- 
morrow morning ready to sail with him for Honolulu for the pur- 
pose of closing the purchase of the Sugar plantation on Oahu near 
Laie plantation made by Woolley. 42 It was a great disappointment 
to us all [to have our vacation interrupted]. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 11/20] . . . [In San Francisco we] Had breakfast 
with Sen and Mrs. Sutherland. Found them in the dining room 
with Pres Grant as we entered. After breakfast and a talk with news- 
papermen, I went with Grant and Nibley to the Matson Navigation 
Co to see about accommodations. Earlier in the day Pres Grant 
had received a telephone message saying it was impossible to se- 
cure same. Mr Roth the Agent went with us to the boat and made 
arrangements for Nibley and I to occupy the Captains rooms. Pres 
Grant in the meantime decided he would not go but return home 
or to Ocean Park. He had a slight attack of lumbago. We were in 
hopes we could not get accommodations for 2 weeks and in such 
an event we would return to Ocean Park. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 17/20] . . . [After landing in Hawaii, and] As soon as 
we could take a bath and change clothes[,] Bp and I went to the 
office of Robt Shingle and held a conference with him and Mr 
Campbell in relation to the formation of a corporation to take over 
the greater part of the Laie plantation and the Koolau plantation 
recently purchased by the church. We were informed they were 
ready to form such a company and take a majority of the stock 
provi[di]ng we could agree upon values. It was also talked of in- 


42 Samuel E. Woolley had been president of the Hawaiian Mission from 1895- 

1919. 
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eluding the Kahukae plantation but that was for a later determina- 
tion. We decided to leave for Laie at 4 p.m. and discuss the ques- 
tion with S E Wooley and his sons Ralph and Frank. . . . Requested 
Wesley Smith 43 to bring to Laie two expert accountants in the 
morning. . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 18/20] With S E Wooley and Frank his son we 
made a very careful examination of the Laie and Koolau planta- 
tions after getting the expert accountants to work on the Laie 
books. I told them just what we wanted. We tentatively agreed 
upon the lands to be reserved to protect the settlement of Laie and 
amply protect the Temple in case of a sale. 

[Thursday Aug 19/20] . . . We spent a good part of the day in trying 
to agree upon the value of the 2 properties as a basis for incorpo- 
ration. It developed in a short talk later that no corporation in 
Hawaii could hold more than 1000 acres of land, so we will have 
to have two corporations and then lease the pasture and forest 
lands of Laie to one company. . . . Balance of afternoon was spent 
with Shingle and Campbell and we tentatively agreed upon value 
of the two plantations with reservations mentioned before, of one 
million dollars. The church to retain at least 40% of the stock and 
not more than 60%. The livestock on Laie was to be retained by 
the church. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 24/20] ... I spoke at the meeting of the Commercial 
Club and referred to the League of Nations and criticized it in 
form as reported to Senate by Wilson. Governor McCarthy*' was 
present. He is an appointee of the President and I think he did not 
like my reference to the President. My remarks were warmly ap- 
plauded. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 26/20] . . . [On ship] In the afternoon the radio man 
brought me a message he caught going to Honolulu stating I had 
been nominated for the United States Senate by acclamation by 
the Republican State Convention held at Salt Lake City today. Re- 


43 E. Wesley Smith succeeded Woolley as president of the Hawaiian Mission. 
He was the son of former church president Joseph F. Smith. 

44 Governor of Hawaii from 1918-22. 
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ceived congratulations from many of the passengers. No word as 
to who was nominated for Governor. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 2/20] . . . [In Salt Lake City] I attended the meeting 
of the Presidency and Quorum at the Temple and I reported in 
detail the results of the visit of Bp Nibley to the Hawaiian Islands 
and recommended that we do not sell the Koolau lands and all of 
the Laie plantation with exception of about 400 acres. Will submit 
all papers to President Grant. Bp Nibley was present at the meeting 
during the time I was making the report. Our report and action 
were agreed to by the Presidency and Council. . . . 

[Friday Sept 3/20] The Democrats are going to make the Sugar 
question an issue and [with] that together with personal abuse they 
expect to win. I went to lunch with Pres Grant and Bp Nibley and 
we told Pres Grant he should make a public statement on the Sugar 
action taken by the Utah Idaho Sugar Co and that it met his ap- 
proval. Bp Nibley should not be compelled to stand the misrepre- 
sentation and charges being made. It is doubtful whether he will. 
Pres Grant told me he thought Pres Penrose was in favor of elec- 
tion of Welling 1 ’ as Senator. I have heard same thing from other 
sources. Penrose has told me time and time again that he favored 
my re-election. . . , 46 

[Tuesday Sept 14/20] . . . We left for Zion National Park at 4 oclock. 
Had a dusty ride. Roads very bad. Arrived at Park at 8 oclock. 
Bands were playing, bonfires burning and ajolly crowd assembled. 
Mr Wylie had supper ready for us and after supper a few short 
speeches were made and of course I had to speak. . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 13/20] At 5:30 a.m. the camp was aroused by the 
St George Band playing the Star Spangled Banner. It was an ideal 
morning and everybody up early. Had breakfast at 7:30. Pres Grant 
and wife, Richard Lyman & wife, Geo F Richards and wife, Mrs R 
W Young and a number of others in the party arrived at 8 oclock. 


4o Milton H. Welling was a successful Democratic congressman during the Wil- 
son administration (1916-20) and hoped to bolster himself politically in 1920 by de- 
throning Smoot. 

46 During the senatorial hearings of 1903-1907, Penrose, as editor of the Deseret 
News, chose not to actively defend Smoot, which left the senator wary of him. 
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After breakfast I was furnished a horse and accompanied by one 
of the Foresters up the canyon. The scenic wonders were a revela- 
tion to all. The dedicatory services began at 10:30.'' Mr Mather 18 
presided. He introduced me as the 1st speaker. I spoke for about 
20 minutes. Well received. Among other speakers were Pres Grant, 
Gov Spry, Dr Plumber, D S Spencer, Clarence Neslen, Mr Lesinger, 
Mr Comstock, Mr Snow. . . . 

[Monday Sept 20/20] . . . C E Loose reports that Pres C W Penrose 
was at Provo yesterday attending a Priesthood meeting. Was intro- 
duced by Thos N Taylor as the Prophet, Seer and Revelator of the 
church. Pres Penrose then proceeded to preach Peace and the 
League of Nations. Considerable comment by the people has fol- 
lowed. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 21/20] . . . Harold arrived from New York. Sold stock 
175,000 shares Western Utah Copper Co to Mr Rowley at 12 cents 
per share. This closes out our interest in the company without a 
loss and I am very thankful. 

[Saturday Sept 25/20] Held a conference with Willard Snyder. 1 " He 
is greatly interested in my re-election. He presented a couple of 
mining propositions hut I told him I could do nothing with them 
at present. He gave me my father’s old silver watch and chain that 
was given to Willie Smoot. The watch and chain was pawned by 
poor Will. . . .** 

[Tuesday Sept 28/20] Paid a great many bills for Zella for the things 
she has purchased for her wedding outfit . . . Welling is stating in 
his speeches that I dare not go on the stump and defend my posi- 
tion on the League as the Quorum of the Twelve will not let me 
do so. The statement is false as others he is making. 


47 Smoot pushed for national monument status for Zion in 1908 and tracked 
the creation of the National Park Service in 1916. Three years later Zion received na- 
tional park status. 

48 Stephen Mather was director of the National Park Service. 

49 Willard F. Snyder was president of the National Development Company and 
W. F. Snyder and Sons Mining. 

50 Smoot’s father, Abraham Owen Smoot, married a widow who had a child, 
Charles, who changed his name to William C. A. Smoot. He never seemed to be able 
to adjust to his situation in Provo and became a ne’er-do-well. 
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[Wednesday Sept 29/20] . . . Had a talk with Pres Grant about mak- 
ing a statement at conference on the Sugar question and letting 
the people know the true situation and allay the wicked criticism 
against Bp Nibley. I am doubtful whether he will do so, for Pres 
Penrose and other members of the 12 are against it. 51 It ought to 
be done. 

[Friday Oct 1/20] It was a little after eight oclock when Allie, Zella, 
Miss Cook and I reached the temple. 52 Zella had been sick all night 
and looked as if she could hardly stand. She decided to go on and 
every attention was given her by so many of the temple workers. I 
stopped to the morning meeting. Pres Lund presided. ... I re- 
turned to the temple in time to meet the folks after Zella had taken 
her endowments. Zella went to bed. Allie and I took dinner with 
Jennie Hyde. Pres Grant and wife also Bp Nibley and wife were 
present. Following the dinner, we all visited the Bee Hive House 
now used for a home for girls. The place is Fixed up fine and filled 
with homeless girls. 

[Monday Oct 4/20] Was at the office until 1 left for the Temple at 
11 oclock. My immediate family and that of Bp Nibley were at 
the Temple to see Zella and Carlisle married. I performed the 
marriage ceremony at 11:40 a.m. Mother Nibley had her auto all 
decorated waiting for Zella and Carlisle to come out of Temple 
gate 

[Tuesday Oct 5/20] The political reports continue to be favorable 
for my election. Senator Lenroot arrives this morning and will 
speak at Ogden, Provo, and Salt Lake City. I could not be with him 
as I had to attend the Quarterly meetings of the Quorum of the 
Twelve at the Temple. First meeting of Quorum was held at 9 
oclock. Eleven of the Quorum present and also Pres Lund. A letter 
was read from George A Smith. I was the first speaker and it was 
nearly five oclock before all present had spoken. We had lunch in 
the Temple. ... I attended meeting of Mary J E Richard’s for the 


51 It is difficult to know whether the objections were personal or political 
or both. 

52 This was to prepare for Zella’s and Carlyle’s wedding, set for 4 October. In 
Mormon practice, the engaged are first “endowed” with spiritual blessings in an hours- 
long purification ceremony. 
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purpose of deciding what course to follow in settling up the re- 
mainder interest of the H S Eldredge estate and also estate of 
Chloe K Eldredge. I presented my loans to Mrs Eldredge for B R 
Eldredge advanced years ago amounting to 11,000.00. I thought 
the estate ought to pay me as Mrs Eldredge desired to deed me 
property to cover it during her sickness. E R Eldredge objected 
and I am quite sure after an understanding with Mary J. and I 
dropped it. I also advanced $15,000.00 to Mrs Eldredge to assist 
her in paying her taxes and I loaned to Horace Eldredge 4500.00 
and Guy Eldredge failed owing me 13,000.00. The interested par- 
ties decided to sell the Eldredge Block if they could get $ 135,000.00 
for it. 53 

[Thursday Oct 7/20] Was at the office at 8 oclock and busy there 
until I left for the Temple meeting at 10 oclock. Besides the regular 
business and reports President Grant read a letter written by S. H. 
Love 54 to Milton Welling answering Welling’s false statement in his 
speech at the Democratic State Convention held in the Salt Lake 
Theatre. He also read a prepared statement on the Sugar situation 
as affecting Bp Nibley and the unjust charges made against him 
that he thought of presenting to the Conference to be opened to- 
morrow. He referred to the fact that an indictment did not mean 
that the party indicted was guilty. People should withhold judg- 
ment. Referred to the necessity of charity etc. S L Richards, A W 
Ivins, Pres Penrose and Jas E Talmage spoke against the proposi- 
tion. It was finally left to Pres Grant. Mr and Sister A W McCune 
gave to the church their elegant home. Pres Grant received the 
letter through the hands of Sister Susa Y Gates. 

[Friday Oct 8/20] . . . Pres Grant opened the Conference with a 
splendid statement and it was well received. It gave Bp Nibley a 
great deal of comfort. Some of the Democrats were dissatisfied 
with it. During the morning session Pres Lund and Penrose spoke 
along the same lines as President Grant. A splendid feeling pre- 
vailed. . . . 


53 As evidenced here, Smoot’s in-laws added to his own family’s financial prob- 
lems, which was beginning to try his patience. 

54 Stephen H. Love was a staunch Republican and a longtime employee of the 
Utah-Idaho Sugar Company and ZCMI. 
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[Saturday Oct 9/20] ... I went to the Conference at 10 oclock. . . . 
([Senator] Albert [. Beveridge arrived between 2 and 3 oclock yes- 
terday.) Word was sent to me and I left the meeting long enough 
to greet him. He left for Logan shortly after 3 oclock and addressed 
a large audience in the evening. I took Beveridge to the afternoon 
session of the Conference and he was greatly pleased with the re- 
marks as well as the great congregation of people. . . . He 
[Beveridge was the invited speaker in the ballroom of the Hotel 
Utah] made a remarkable speech. I never saw a more enthusiastic 
audience. He tore the League of Nations to pieces. Whenever he 
referred to me great demonstrations followed. President Lund & 
D O McKay were present and applauded vigorously. At conclusion 
of his remarks Pres Lund and D O McKay was the first ones to 
congratulate him. . . . 

[Monday Oct 1 1/20 ] Attended a meeting of the General Priesthood 
at the Assembly Hall at 10 oclock. Just regular business attended 
to. Pres Grant talked politics a little but no one objected to what 
he said. Held a meeting with the Presidency, Bp Nibley and Frank 
Woolley to talk over the affairs at the Hawaiian Islands. . . . 

[Thursday Oct 14/20] Attended a meeting of the Presidency and 
Quorum at the Temple at 10 oclock. Regular business attended 
to. B H Roberts attacks and false statements made against me 
was brought up by Pres Grant, referring more particularly to 
those made by him in Idaho. As usual Bro Ivins jumped in the 
breach for Roberts. I stated I wanted no attention paid to them. 
I had never done so in the past and never expected to in the 
future 55 

[Saturday Oct 16/20] . . . The League of Nations is main topic of 
conversation and since Hardings reported statement that he was 
in favor of scrapping the League we have lost ground somewhat 
in Utah. H S Anderson drove Emma Lucy Bowen her husband '’ 
and myself to Tooele to attend a reception given in my honor at 
the Opera House. . . . Emma Lucy’s singing was greatly appreci- 


1:1 At the outbreak of World War I, Roberts requested a commission as an 
Army chaplain, which Smoot arranged. Their feud subsided until the 1920s, when it 
was rekindled. 

56 Wife of future apostle Albert E. Bowen. 
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ated. I was the only speaker. I occupied 2 1/4 hours. Never had 
a more appreciative audience. Received congratulations from 
hundreds. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 23/20] Pres Grant sent for me to meet him and a few 
of the Apostles to consider what was reported in the Tribune and 
letters received from others that I had said that the 1st Presidency 
had changed their minds on the League of Nations at the Rally at 
Tooele and LaGrand Ward. Pres Grant stated Pres Penrose was 
very much excited and demanded a retraction and that the 1st 
Presidency issue a statement denying it. I told those present that I 
had made no such statement. I had not inferred such a thing. I did 
say millions of people in America had changed their minds on the 
League of Nations since it was first reported by Pres Wilson and 
that was true. They objected to my having read a part of the Christ- 
mas greeting of the Presidency on referring to Foreign affairs and 
not the preceeding two paragraphs. I told them I was willing to 
make a statement in my speech at Ogden tonight explaining my po- 
sition and answering charges made by the Democrats in their so- 
called messenger and in that statement read the two paragraphs re- 
ferred to. S L Richards and Talmage wanted me to make a denial 
that the Authorities had changed their minds but I took the posi- 
tion that I had not made such a statement and I would not deny it. I 
would prepare a statement so that it would be reported in full in 
the papers. I prepared the statement and tried to get in touch with 
Pres Grant to read it to him but could not before 1 was compelled 
to leave for Huntsville to speak at 4 oclock. I left it with H M Wells 
and Jos F Smith Jr to present to Pres Grant and if any changes were 
to be made he was to telephone me at Huntsville. . . . 

[Sunday Oct 24/20] . . . H M Wells reported to me the time he had 
with Pres Grant and S L Richards in respect to my prepared state- 
ment. They at first insisted that I make a denial and apologize for 
something that I had not said that Pres Penrose would not be sat- 
isfied and suggested certain changes. He told me of the changes 
demanded. Later Pres Grant telephoned him that he would not 
ask me to make the change and to use it at the Ogden meeting 
with the one change. . . / 


57 This apparently referred to the word “some” in place of “many” who had 
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[Saturday Oct 30/20] . . . Had wash, then breakfast, looked over my 
mail and at 8 oclock took the electric Ry for Preston, Idaho. Ar- 
rived there at 2 oclock. Went direct to a gathering of the old folks. 
Had dinner with them. I spoke to them for some time. The rally 
was held at 4 oclock. The house crowded. Some of the people 
wanted me to answer B H Roberts tirade against me during a 
speech he delivered there a few days previous. I told them I would 
not do so. I never mention his name in public. . . . Left Preston 
Idaho a few minutes after 6 oclock for Logan, a distance of 30 miles 
and made the run in 45 minutes in a new auto. At times the driver 
crowded the car on good roads to 60 miles an hour. I never want 
to run that fast again on such roads. . . . 

[Monday Nov 1/20] ... I then spoke to a crowd at the Salt Lake 
Orpheum beginning 10:15 p.m. Sen Geo Sutherland had been 
speaking there for 1 1/2 hours. 1 was so tired I could hardly stand. 
This rally closed the campaign. We have run a clean campaign, no 
mud slinging. I have not referred to a person running for office 
and paid no attention to the false charges made against me. I doubt 
whether the Democrats [have ever] run a dirtier campaign. I feel 
positive of success tomorrow. I got to bed shortly after midnight. 

[Tuesday Nov 2/20] ... 1 was busy with callers and my mail until 10 
oclock when Allie and I went with Harold in his auto to Provo. On 
arrival we went direct to polling place in the old court house and 
cast our vote for the Straight Republican ticket. I was busy at the 
bank until 2 oclock and we then returned to Salt Lake City arriving 
at 4 oclock. Was busy at the office and at 5 oclock attended a re- 
ception given to Bp Moulton 58 of the Episcopal Church. A great 
crowd present. It was given at the Presidents rooms at the Utah. 
Most of the Ministers of other churches were present. I received 
many congratulations all expressing themselves that they knew I 
would win in todays election. It seemed that every one I met said 
I voted for you. I believe they did. I extended an invitation to Bp 
Moulton to stop with us whenever he came to Washington same 
as I had done to Bp Glass of the Catholic Church. . . . The first 
returns from Utah showed beyond a question Utah had gone Re- 
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publican without a doubt. Meager returns indicated a plurality of 
over 10,000. Later returns from the East indicated New York had 
gone one million, Illinois 750,000, Conn 250,000, Cal 300,000, 
Ohio 400,00 etc. Never such a victory. Some of the Southern States 
fell into line. Great increase in the Senate. At 10:30 p.m. the streets 
were wild with excitement. Parades with Bands were formed and 
cheering continued until nearly 3 oclock in the morning. The 
lobby of the Utah Hotel was packed, the band playing and banners 
were carried by hundreds. Gov Mabey and I were called for and 
we both made short speeches. Wilson’s solemn referendum had 
been answered. 1 wired Pres Elect Harding, Will Hays and Senator 
Poindexter that Utah had gone Republican and the whole ticket 
elected. Shortly after midnight I began to receive telegrams of con- 
gratulations from all parties of the country. As I went to bed the 
returns from Utah showed growing pluralities. A great day for 
America. The American people have declared unmistakably they 
want nothing of the Wilson League of Nations and Utah included 
among the rest of the states. I have received a great vindication in 
position taken on the League of Nations. 

[Wednesday Nov 3/20] The returns so far received show a greater 
Republican victory than was anticipated last night. Utah will go 
Republican by twenty thousand or more. The nasty fight made 
against me has been answered by the people of Utah. The tele- 
grams continued to come from nearly every state in the Union. 
More interest shown in my re-election than any one outside of 
Sen Harding. Had callers all day long extending congratulations. 
Held a conference with McKay of the Tribune and told him of 
plans for future legislation and that I would not accept the posi- 
tion of Secy of Treasury as I much preferred my position in the 
Senate. I could do more good to the country in the Senate than 
I could as Secy of the Treasury. I told President Grant and 
others the same. I want Sen Sutherland to receive the appoint- 
ment of Attorney General. I will have to take care of Wm Spry 
and Gov Wells as well as many others. 

[Thursday Nov 4/20 ] ... I announced I would leave for Ocean Park 
Cal next Saturday with Bp Nibley for a few days rest. Pres Grant 
thought it a wise thing to do. . . . Allie and I with Brownie, Chloe 
and Anne K took dinner with Mrs Howell and family. Bp and Mrs 
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Nibley were present. Anne K arrived this morning from Los An- 
geles with Dr Calder. She is improved but not as much as I was in 
hopes of. We will keep her with us until we leave Saturday for 
Ocean Park and then Chloe will take her home with her. 

[Saturday Nov 6/20] . . . Applications for positions are made by the 
hundreds. I wish I never had an appointment to make. I must take 
care of some of the boys among them Gov Spry, H M Wells and 
James H Anderson. . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 10/20] Bp Nibley and I left for Brentwood at 9 
oclock. We played eighteen holes. He beat me by three points. 
Nearly every muscle in me is sore not having exercised for so long. 
Mr and Mrs H H Rolapp arrived. Allie and I spent a part of the 
afternoon walking along the beach. 

[Thursday Nov 11/20] This is Armistice Day. Stores were mostly 
closed during the afternoon. Played golf from 9:30 a.m. until 12:30 
with Bp Nibley and H H Rolapp. Rolapp very poor player. Bishop 
and I broke even today. At 1:30 p.m. Bp Nibley and wife and Allie 
and I drove to Culver City and visited the Goldwyn Studio at the 
invitation of Mr Statler former Secy of Ex Senator Ankeny. We 
found young Mr Eddington formerly of Provo employed there, 
they both accompanied us through the great movie picture plant. 
We had our pictures taken and I was taken with one of the movie 
actresses. . . . 

[Friday Nov 12/20] Played golf with Bp Nibley and Judge Rolapp 
during the afternoon. I beat them badly today. We left Ocean Park 
at 9 oclock a.m. for Los Angeles. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 16/20] Bp Nibley and I played 18 holes of golf. I won 
today. I made the first hole in 3, one below par. A beautiful day. 
Had a number of callers in the afternoon. Went for a walk after 
lunch. . . . 

[Monday Nov 22/20] . . . [In Provo I] Went through all the notes of 
the bank and gave Jos Farrer instructions as to action to be taken 
on some of them. We decided we would cut the extra dividend 
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from 10% to 5% on account of increase in the taxes for 1920. The 
taxes will amount to nearly 14,000.00. It is an outrage. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 23/20] . . . Attended to some pressing business and 
looked over my papers and stocks. I suggested that at the next 
[bank] stockholders" 0 meeting we elect new directors in the place 
of George Taylor and R R Irvine. I told Ed Loose I would not stand 
for Jos Farrer’s dabbling with whiskey. I would either cut it out 
altogether or leave the bank. . . . 

[Monday Nov 29/20] . . . We left for Washington at 5:30 p.m. over 
Penn Ry. I borrowed for Bp C W Nibley 200,000.00 from the Con- 
tinental Nat Bank for 6 mos at 7 per cent. Wired Nibley to that 
effect. This will be great relief to him. 

[Saturday Dec 4/20] A great many of the Senators arrived in the city 
today. Senators Gore 01 and Reed 0- both Democrats were greatly 
pleased at the defeat of the party. I don’t think many of them care 
very much. They are all pleased to get rid of Wilson. . . . 

[Wednesday Dec 8/20] . . . Sen Harding telephoned me to meet him 
at 2:15 p.m. yesterday at McLeans home at 15th and I St N.W. We 
talked over the situation and discussed men for his cabinet. He 
told me he was thinking of appointing Chas Hughes as Secy of 
State and wanted my opinion. I told him I thought well of it and 
certainly thought it much better than Hill or J M Beck. He will not 
appoint Geo Sutherland as Atty General but will appoint him as a 
member of the Supreme Bench. If he goes in the Cabinet for a 
short time it will be as Secy of the Interior. He wanted me to con- 
sider myself as one of his advisers for he had the greatest confi- 
dence in me. I was to come to the Whitehouse at any time and at 
any hour. I told him I was going to tell him just what I thought on 
public questions whether it pleased him or not. He was very 
pleased with the position. . . . 

[Sunday Dec 19/20] Met A W McCune at the office at 10 oclock. 


60 p rovo Commercial and Security Bank. 

61 Democratic senator Thomas Pryor Gore (1870-1949) of Oklahoma was de- 
feated in the election but ran again successfully in 1930. 

62 Senator James Alexander Reed. 
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He tells me he has lost heavily in slump of stocks amounting to at 
least 2 millions of dollars and it was crowding me to make his loan 
margins good. He is very much worried. He wants to be appointed 
Minister to Peru. I told him I would call Hardings attention to his 
request. . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 28/20] ... I was so tired at 6 oclock I could hardly 
see. Had no time to eat lunch and had one continual string of call- 
ers. Mailed President Elect Harding copies of all the inaugural ad- 
dresses delivered since Washington’s and the appointments to be 
made by the President with other documents of interest and cov- 
ering the duties of a President. 
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[Saturday Jany 8/21] ... I do not feel very well. I left the Senate 
in time to catch the Pennsylvania train leaving for Marion' at 4 
10 p m. I leave at the invitation of Pres Elect Harding to convey 
to him certain information asked for and discuss things in gen- 
eral. I did not enjoy my meal and went to bed with a pain in my 
stomach. 

[Sunday Jany 9/21] ... I went direct to Pres Elect Hardings home. 
Had breakfast with Harding and Harry Daugherty." I spent the bal- 
ance of the morning with Harding in discussing politics and mem- 
bership of his cabinet until 10.45, when we went to the Baptist 
church and heard Dr. Brooks deliver a very interesting address on 
his experiences in Europe during the closing days of the war. . . . 
We canvassed many men for cabinet positions. He wanted me to 
consider our conference as confidential which of course I would 
have done without a suggestion on his part. He told me he had 
gone into details with me more than with any other person. . . . 
Harding told me he wanted me to come and spend a few days with 
him at Saint Augustine for he would leave for there in about 10 


1 Marion, Ohio, home of U.S. president Warren G. Harding. Smoot had al- 
ready developed a close relationship with Harding while serving as senator, and this 
presidency, marking the beginning of the Republican era of the 1920s, assisted 
Smoot’s meteoric rise to national fame, continuing with Coolidge and Hoover. 

- Harry M. Daughtery became Harding’s Attorney General. 
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days. He has not finally settled on many members of his cabinet. 
Hughes will be Secy of State. More than likely Dawes Secy of the 
Treas. Daugherty Atty General if he decides to take it notwith- 
standing the opposition to him. He wants me to think about a man 
for Secy of the Interior. He spoke of Hoover for the place but I 
did not think it best. If he wants to use Hoover, place him in the 
position of Secy of Commerce. He wants John W Weeks to accept 
Secy of the Navy. Will select a labor man for Secy of Labor but not 
a Sam Gompers man. ' 

[Tuesday Jany 1 1/21 ] . . . Bp C W Nibley telephoned me from Chi- 
cago that he had secured the loan for the Utah Idaho Sugar Co in 
Chicago. Notified me that Horace Havermeyer had blocked the 
loan at New York, having demanded that if the Bankers Trust Co 
made it they were to have the privilege of naming for the next ten 
years a majority of the directors. Nibley did right in telling them 
he would prefer to let the company go into the hands of a receiver 
than yield to any such demand. I am going to take the matter up 
with Mr Davison of Morgan and Co and see that such action is 
prohibited in the future. 

[Wednesday Jany 12/21] . . . Received a letter from Ariel Cardon 
telling me of his bad luck and the failure of collecting annual pay- 
ments on land sold by the Logan Land and Drainage Co. I feel 
sorry for him. 4 

[Sunday Jany 16/21] . . . Ernest Bamberger wanted me to tell him 
who I was going to appoint to Federal positions and I told him I 
would not do so. He made certain recommendations and I 
stated I would give them consideration. He thought he as mem- 
ber of the National Committee should have something to say as 
to the appointments and 1 told him I was responsible for the 
appointments and I would decide the question. I dictated a large 
number of letters. . . . 

[Wednesday Jany 19/21] ... I received a telegram from John Cain 3 

•'* Harding took Smoot’s advice on Hoover as Secretary of Commerce. Samuel 
Gompers was was an early advocate of organized labor. 

4 Ariel’s problem would, within ten years, become Smoot’s problem. See 1931. 

’ John Thomas Caine. 
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stating Brownie had not been at the office since the holidays and 
that the business needed attention and that his checks had been 
returned. I wired Harold to see about it. 

[Friday Jany 21/21 ] . . . Received telegram from Harold telling me 
Brownie must have 1500.00. I wired him I would send it. I cannot 
understand Brownie. It is scarcely a year ago I gave him 5500.00 
but it is all gone. Wrote Col Proctor about the a/ c of Proctor Gam- 
ble Co for the boys. 

[Wednesday Jany 26/21] Held a conference with Judge Rolapp and 
we discussed the differences between Horace Havermyer and Bp 
Nibley. I had just received a letter from Bp Nibley asking me to 
see Henry P Davison and have Havermeyer called off. Nibley 
thinks Havermeyer is after the control of the Sugar Companies of 
Utah. . . . Bp Nibley notifies me he has resigned as Manager of the 
Utah Idaho Sugar Co on account if ill health and W H Wattis 
elected to fill the place. . . . 

[Thursday Feby 24/21] ... I wrote to Zella and told her to purchase 
her a home and I would pay for it. Sent her and Chloe a check of 
$50.00 each for monthly gift. 

[Wednesday Mar 2/21] Quite a number of Utah people arrived to 
be present at the inauguration of Pres elect Harding, among them 
Jennette A Hyde. She wants the appointment of Postmistress at 
Salt Lake City. I wired James Clove of his record in the Post Office 
and if so he had better not continue his efforts to secure the ap- 
pointment as 4th Asst Postmaster Genl. Record shows he was short 
in his accounts and removed as Postmaster at Provo. Received a 
telegram from President Chas W. Penrose announcing the death 
of Pres A H Lund. Pres Grant in San Francisco. I wired Pres Pen- 
rose to extend my sympathy and blessing to Pres Lunds family. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 3/21] ... 1 was very tired. Mrs Hamilton came from 
New York on her way home. Left her bill for Zella’s outfit and it 
was nearly $4000.00. Some bill . . . 

[Friday Mar 4/21 ] . . ■ Never such a great number of people to an 
inauguration. Simple but impressive. Splendid feeling and a won- 
derful address. I was in the stand near the President. In the Senate 
I took the oath of office as Senator for the fourth time and begin 
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on my fourth 6 yr term. Wilson came to the Capitol with Pres Hard- 
ing. Did not take part in exercises. Looks very bad. I am glad he is 
retired. He has been a costly President and an autocrat ... I told 
Secy of Int A B Fall I wanted him to recommend to the President 
Wm Spry for Commissioner of the Genl Land Office. He virtuely 
promised me to do so. 

[Monday Mar 7/21] I called on the Secy of the Treasury" and called 
his attention to a number of things that needed his immediate at- 
tention. He had many questions to ask me about the Dept ... I 
told him I wanted the removal ofjas H Moyle 7 and if he had no 
objections I would like to name a man to take his place and also a 
man for Director of the Mint. ... At 8 oclock attended a dinner at 
the White House given by the President to the leaders of the House 
and Senate. About 18 present . . . This is the first dinner given by 
Pres Harding. The White House begins to look as if some one liv- 
ing occupied it. 

[Thursday Mar 10/21] ... I called on the Atty General and we talked 
over a number of questions . . . He asked me about the suit against 
the Sugar people at Hawaii holding more than 1000 acres of land. 
I told him there was something in the charges but the case could 
be postponed until he had time to look over the actual conditions. 
... I took dinner with Secy of Commerce Mr Hoover and we dis- 
cussed the heads in that Dept as I was aquainted with them all and 
made suggestions to Hoover as to changes that ought to be made. 
He is deeply interested in the reorganization work and wanted to 
assist me in every way possible. He has some very good ideas along 
that line. 

[Sunday Mar 13/21] . . . Attended meeting at 6 oclock speakers 
were Dan S Spencer and myself. Received word that Pres Grant 
had selected A W Ivins" for Councelor to fill the vacancy caused 

fa Multi-millionaire Andrew H. Mellon. 

7 Despite a recent attempt at rapport, Smoot was still cold toward Moyle. But re- 
moving him front office seemed more than just the customary changing of the politi- 
cal guard following an election. 

8 Anthony Woodward Ivins (1852-1934) was a cousin to church president He- 
berj. Grant and ordained an apostle in 1907. A staunch Democrat, he and Smoot 
more often than not stood in opposite camps on issues. 
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by the death of Pres Lund. I spoke on the life of Pres Lund in the 
meeting this evening. 

[Tuesday Mar 15/21] . . . Took dinner with Secy of Commerce 
Hoover at his home and we discussed reorganization of Depart- 
ments of the Government for several hours. He is in hearty favor 
of it and has some splendid ideas . . . 

[Thursday Mar 17/21] . . . Most of the Republican Senators of the 
Mountain States met with Pres Harding at 10 oclock and we asked 
him to appoint a man from that Section of the Country as a mem- 
ber of the Interstate Commerce Commission^ He] described the 
man he wanted and we later decided to recommend to him Frank 
J. Hagenbarth for the place. We signed a letter to that effect and 
sent it to him as he requested. The President appointed Wm Spry 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. This means much to 
Utah and all the Public Land States. I secured the appointment 
against strong opposition . . . 

[Saturday Mar 19/21] Called on Atty General and he told me to 
select a good atty for the position of Asst Atty General and he 
would appoint him. I wired to W. D. Riter asking him if he would 
accept the position. It carries a salary of 7500.00 per year. . . , 9 

[Monday Mar 21/21] . . . Held a conference with Don Colton"’ 
and agreed upon parties for Receiver on Register of the U S 
Land Office at Vernal and I sent their names to the Secy of the 
Interior. . . . 

[Wednesday Mar 23/21] ... I called with Senator Sutherland" on 
the Secy of State and I asked him to take up with Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, Switzerland, Holland and South Africa the question of 
their refusing to Visa the passports of our missionaries. I explained 


9 William D. Riter was the son of prominent Utah banker William W. Riter. At 
this juncture in his life, he was a member of Salt Lake City’s most prestigious law 
firm, Van Cott, Riter & Farnsworth, the same firm retained by Smoot for his defence 
during the hearings. 

10 Don C. Colton was recently elected as a Republican congressman from Ver- 
nal, Utah, and would be elected to five more terms before his defeat in 1932. He 
made an ill-fated attempt at Utah’s governorship in 1940 but lost to Democrat Her- 
bert Maw. 

11 Republican senator Howard Sutherland (1865-1950) of West Virginia. 
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to him that at the outbreak of the war these countries with others 
asked that our missionaries be recalled on account of scarcity of 
food and it was done. The above countries refused since to let the 
number of missionaries required to carry on the work enter their 
countries and I requested that this discrimination be removed. The 
Secy asked me to write him a letter covering the case and he would 
attend to it at once . . . 

[Monday Mar 28/21] . . . Wired Arthur Woolley 1 ' that I was going 
to appoint Chas Morris 1 ’ as U.S. District Attorney for Utah. This 
will stop his insislant demands for the place. . . . 

[Saturday Apr 2/21] . . . Received cable from Geo A Smith stating 
Sweden was forcing all our missionaries out of Sweden and 1 took 
this up with the State Dept and the Secy of State ordered a cable 
be sent to our Ambassadore requesting him to have action held 
up for investigation. Held a long conference with 1st Asst Mr Deal- 
ing and asked him to push my request made some days ago that 
the question of allowing our missionaries to enter Denmark, Nor- 
way, Sweden, Switzerland, Holland So Africa [be resolved]. He 
promised to do so. Received a cable from Pres Sessions of So Af- 
rican Mission asking [if] I [would] furnish the Secy of the Interior 
certain information, which I will by letter in a few days. 

[Wednesday Apr 6/21] . . . Received a letter from Secy of State 
Hughes that four of our missionaries had been expelled from Swe- 
den and that the President of the Swedish Mission had been given 
one month to wind up the affairs of the Church in Sweden. It was 
too late upon the receipt of the letter to have further action taken 
by the State Dept today. Will do so first thing tomorrow. Held a 
conference with the President and discussed numerous applica- 
tions for appointments. He told me he would appoint Frank 
Hagenbarth as a member of the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion. He told me he wanted me to spend some time with him Sat- 
urday in considering his message to Congress. We discussed the 
abolishing of the Federal Trade Commission. . . . 


12 Arthur Woolley was an active Republican and a lawyer in the Ogden area. 

1S Charles M. Morris had been employed by Smoot as a clerk between 1908-09 
while attending law school in Washington, D.C. He was senior member of the Morris 
and Callister law firm. 
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[Thursday Apr 7/21] ... I telephoned to the State Dept and had 
the Secy cable our Swedish Minister to request the Swedish Gov- 
ernment that nothing drastic be done with our Missionaries until 
the matter can be thoroughly investigated. I wired Pres Grant on 
this subject. See telegram. The President telephones me he would 
appoint Wm D Riter Asst Attorney General. 

[Thursday Apr 14/21] This morning at 2.30 I awakened and was 
sick to my stomach and very cold. I could not vomit and within a 
half hour was so dizzy I could hardly stand and could hardly see. 
Allie gave me a glass of soda and water and I vomited for an hour. 
Did not feel well during the day. ... I was so weak 1 had to go to 
bed by 8 oclock. 

[Sunday Apr 17/21] . . . Was at the office early and for 3 1/2 
hours Dictated letters to Pres Grant on subject of our Missionar- 
ies to Sweden and Norway as well as other subjects. After dinner 
went for a walk through the Zoo. Met Secy of Navy and we 
looked over the animals and birds. In the evening I attended 
meeting with Allie. We started to walk but it began to rain and 
we had to take the street car. Speakers were Young Bro King son 
of Sen King, John Hart of Idaho and myself. After services I took 
Gov Spry, John Hart and Congressman Colton to our home for 
supper. It was nearly twelve oclock before we went to bed. Re- 
ceived a letter from Zella giving full description of Brownie’s 
condition. It is very serious. 

[Sunday Apr 24/21] I was at the office at 10 oclock and met Gov 
W m Spry and W D Riter, Asst Attorney General and we discussed 
the political situation at home and Federal Appointments to be 
made by me. We agreed upon most of the appointments and I 
want to announce them as soon as possible. I took them home to 
dinner and after dinner I went to the Zoo with Gov Spry. The rep- 
resentative of some of the leading newspapers of America took 
many photos of myself with the animals of the zoo, among them 
elephants, llamas, bears and monkeys. Attended services at 7.30 p 
m. Gov Spry made a very good speech. 

[Monday Apr 25/21] I met Apostle Ballard on his arrival here at 
6.45 a.m. on his way to Atlanta, Georgia, with a view of selecting 
a [s]ite in that city to erect a church. We talked over conditions of 
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state and church for over 2 hours. I took him to breakfast at the 
Senate dining room. . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 26/21] . . . Genl Sawyer, 14 the President’s Physician, 
told me I had to take outdoor exercise or 1 would break down. He 
wants me to walk night and morning or play golf. . . , 15 

[Saturday Apr 30/21] . . . Called on the Secy of Treasury 1 ” and 
told him I had about concluded to recommend Heber M Wells 
for the position of 1st Asst Secy of the Treasury. Called on Mr 
Thos Wilson of Chicago. He tells me reports reach him that 
Brownie and Carlyle Nibley are drinking heavily and effecting 
business. He told me as a friend and not in way of criticism. I 
thanked him and told him I thought the report was true as to 
Brownie but not as to Carlyle. . . .' 

[Tuesday May 3/21] . . . Senate met at 12 oclock. The Emigration 
Bill was under consideration. Sen Reed made a long speech and 
Sen Heflin 1 '’ of Ala made an ass of himself. One of his ranting de- 
mogogic speeches. The day was spent in talk and the Emergency 
Tariff Bill was not considered. C E Loose went with me to dinner 
and we spent the evening in talking over home conditions, Finan- 
cial and political. 

[Friday May 6/21] ... I received a telegram from Harold that 
Brownie would be operated on tomorrow morning for acute mas- 
toid by Dr Ridges. Will not tell mama until after the operation . . . 

[Wednesday May 18/21] I received a telephone call from New York 
about 9 a m. It was from Mr Mitchel and Mr Groesbeck 19 of the 
Utah Power & Light Co. They advised me that the McCornick Bank 
was in trouble and unless assistance was given at once it would fail. 


14 General Charles E. Sawyer (1860-1924), physician to both presidents Harding 
and Coolidge. 

15 This seems to be the moment Smoot committed himself to exercise for me- 
dicinal purposes, often long walks and, increasingly, golf. 

16 Andrew W. Mellon. 

17 Unfortunately, it was true of Carlyle, as well. 

18 Democratic representative and senator James Thomas Heflin (1869-1951) of 
Alabama. 

19 Charles Edward Groesbeck was vice-president and general manager. 
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They requested me to telegraph Pres Grant to assist in extending 
help for the failure would no doubt effect other banks and business 
in general. I promised them I would do so. Later in the day Mr 
Groesbeck telephoned me the bank had failed but was taken over 
by Walker Bros Bankers and all deposits guaranteed. Also that W 
S McCornick had died this morning. I am not advised whether he 
was appraised of the failure of the bank before passing away. I hope 
not. This failure has been expected for some time . . . 

[Thursday May 19/21] ... I called upon the Atty General 0 and had 
him request the resignation of the U S Attorney for the District of 
Utah and appoint Chas M Morris in his place. He immediately di- 
rected that same be done. . . . 

[Tuesday May 31/21] ... I wired Bp C W Nibley that Mr Reynolds 
consented to extend his note of 200,000.00 for 3 mos as requested. 
Went with Ernest Bamberger for a conference with the Secy of the 
Treasury with a view of his appointment as Asst Secy of Treasury. 
Bamberger accepted the preferred appointment but did not want 
to accept the position if it required him to do the work now being 
done by James H Moyle. He will meet the Secy of Treasury tomor- 
row at 1 1 oclock. 

[Saturday June 4/21] . . . Ernest Bamberger advised me he would 
not accept the appointment of 1st Asst Secy of the Treasury. He 
would accept the new position to be created in the Emergency De- 
ficiency Appro Bill of Under-Secretary but that he cannot get. I 
will have to offer it to some one else and I have about concluded 
to recommend Heber M Wells . . . 

[Friday June 10/21] . . . Decided to recommend Heber M Wells for 
the position of Asst Secy of the Treasury to take the place of James 
H Moyle and will present him tomorrow morning to the Secy of 
the Treasury. I was going to do it this morning but could not do 
so on account of Cabinet meeting . . . 

[Saturday June 1 1/21] I introduced H M Wells to Secy of the Treas- 
ury and asked for his appointment as Asst Secy of Treasury to take 
Moyles place. He asked Heber to return next Monday morning at 


20 Harry M. Daughtery. 
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10 oclock and they would discuss the matter. The Secy said he 
thought it could be arranged. . . . 

[Monday June 20/21] . . . Pres Harding sent in the nomination of 
James H Anderson as Collector of Internal Revenue of Dist of 
Utah 21 and J L May as Assayer in charge of the Assay office at Salt 
Lake City. . . . 

[Tuesday June 21/2 1] . . . Jas H Anderson anclj S May appointments 
confirmed. Stephen L Richards presented to me the critical con- 
dition of the Sugar Co’s of Utah. Bankers refused to extend pay- 
ment of notes and we discussed what was the best action to take. 
We decided he was to go to New York and see Havemeyer and the 
Bankers and arrange extension if possible and if he failed I would 
come to New York and see John P Morgan and Henry P Davison 
and I felt sure I could arrange matters . . . 

[Saturday July 2/21] . . . The Dempsey”-Carpenter fight began at 2 
oclock Washington time. The result was a victory for Dempsey with 
a knockout in the fourth round. . . . 

[Sunday July 3/21] I was at the office at 10 oclock and remained 1 
1/4 hours and then went to church. Exceedingly hot. Not a very 
large attendance. Speakers were McLaughlin and myself. I spoke 
on the Dempsey-Carpenter fight and condemned the same. . . . 

[Saturday July 23/21] . . . Dictated letters until 4 oclock and then 
Ernest and I drove to Chevy Chase State Park to meet the Utah 
people in a celebration of Pioneer day for July 24. There were 
about 125 present. Had a brief exercise. Congressman Colton 
acted as Toastmaster and Congressman] Leatherwood delivered 
the Pioneer Day Address. Followed by a picnic lunch. Enjoyed by 
all present. 

[Sunday July 24/21] . . . Attended Sunday services at 1 1.30 a m. This 
being Pioneer Day Bro Woodward the speaker referred to the la- 


21 This was a position Smoot was again able to fill with one of his “Federal 
Bunch” colleagues. 

22 This is of some interest in that Jack Dempsey once lived in Provo and was 
probably known to Smoot. Dempsey’s mother had Mormon connections in her son’s 
birthplace of Manassas, Colorado. Smoot otherwise enjoyed athletics and ofttimes lis- 
tened to boxing matches. 
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bors of our early pioneers. I rested after dinner for a couple of 
hours and read some before I went [on] an auto ride. I undertook 
to turn on a road leading from 16th St to the Zoo Park and in doing 
so backed off the road down a steep bank and escaped without a 
scratch and no damage to the auto. Such a thing could not happen 
again in a million times. I escaped hitting a tree by one half inch. 
Escaped a turn over. I sent for a wrecking car and had quite a time 
to get the auto out. 1 drove the auto home and reached home 
shortly after midnight. I never want another such experience. 

[Tuesday July 26/21] ... I attended a dinner at the White House 
about 20 Senators present. I sat next to the President and during 
dinner we discussed a number of subjects among them the Public 
Health Service and Reclassification. After dinner and until nearly 
midnight we discussed the Refunding of Foreign Depts . . . the 
President wanted better team work between the Executive and the 
Senate. If he was at fault he wanted to know it and he would correct 
it. . . . Had a very pleasant evening. The President wanted me to 
take up golf. 

[Sunday Aug 14/21] I did not go to the office this morning, the first 
time I think since I came to the Senate while in the city. We had a 
late breakfast. Attended meeting at 11.30. Good attendance not- 
withstanding it was warm. Speakers were Bros Sperry 2 ’ and Har- 
rington, 21 two Missionaries and Prof Osmond 25 of Provo. . . . 

[Saturday Aug 20/21] . . . Mrs. Harding, wife of President, made a 
pleasant call last evening . . . 

[Monday Aug 22/21] Received a letter from Chloe stating the seri- 
ous condition Zella is in and that she only weighed 112 pounds. 
She suggested I come home if possible. Telegram received since 
Chloe’s letter was written states Zella is better. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 23/21] Received a telegram from Chloe reading as 
follows: “Zella underwent tonight successful operation for tubular 


23 Sidney B. Sperry, who later obtained a Ph.D. and some recognition while 
teaching at Brigham Young University. 

24 John T. Harrington. 

25 p ro f esS or Alfred Osmond was a professor of music at Brigham Young 
University. 
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pregnancy. This afternoon she grew suddenly worse and Doctors 
advised immediate operation. She came through in good condi- 
tion and Doctors assure us she will be all right quickly. I came down 
today and was with her. Love from all.” . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 24/21] Received two telegrams from home advis- 
ing me that Zella was doing well but in great pain. Bp Nibley wrote 
me asking me to make a loan of $200,000.00 from New York to 
pay his note of same amount held by the Continental Nat. Bk of 
Chicago. . . . 

[Monday Aug 29/21] . . . The President telephone[d] me to bring 
Allie and take dinner with him at 7.30. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 30/21] Col. Forbes promised me yesterday he 
would see that a government hospital was established at Salt 
Lake City . . , 20 

[Saturday Sept 1 7/21] We were married 37 years ago today. We have 
had a fairly successful married life and a happy one. I was at the 
office as usual and had a hard days work. . . . After dinner Allie 
and I went to the movies. 

[Monday Sept 19/21] . . . Went for a walk and met Wilford Booth"' 
of Provo. He is here on his way to Turkey to take charge of the 
Mission and assist the starving saints of that country through do- 
nations made for that purpose by the church. I had secured his 
passport. I also secured the release of the Armenian girl (member 
of the church) who had been ordered deported. 

[Tuesday Sept 20/21] ... I called on the Attorney General and dis- 
cussed with him the suit against the Grand Ronde Lumber Co 28 at 
request of Bp C W Nibley. I wired Nibley to come to Washington 
and thought the suit could be settled satisfactorily. I secured the 
release of the Armenian girl to marry her lover at Salt Lake City. 

I guaranteed she would not become a public charge. . . . 

26 This came sometime later but the Veterans Hospital was eventually estab- 
lished in Salt Lake City. 

27 A longtime friend on his second church mission to Turkey, the first having 
been 1904-09. 

28 Founded by David Eccles of Ogden. 
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[Saturday Sept 24/21] I received a remarkable letter from Mr Fox, 
Pres, of the Fox Film Corporation advising me he would withdraw 
from exhibition the 2 anti Mormon moving picture films at a loss 
of $300,000.00 and also offered to produce a picture Presenting 
the Mormon people and State of Utah at his expense. 29 This is the 
result of a meeting in my office with Mr Saul Rogers 10 and Wm 
Brady 11 a short time ago. A very happy conclusion. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 27/21] Made an appointment for a conference be- 
tween Bp Nibley and W O Riter of the Dept of Justice to see if an 
agreement cannot be reached in the Government suit against the 
Grand Ronde Lumber Co. . . . Bp Nibley went to dinner with me 
and we spent the evening in going over conditions politically, re- 
ligiously and business in general. 

[Thursday Sept 29/21] ... Bp Nibley and Son left for home. No 
settlement was reached between him and the Department of Jus- 
tice in the Grand Ronde Lumber Co. case. I will follow it up and 
hope to secure a settlement before long. 

[Saturday Oct 1/21] I tried to get most of my personal letters 
answered. I received a letter from President Harding asking me 
to let him assist me in securing a position for Brownie. The 
letter shows the real Harding. The President heard in some way 
Brownie was out of a job and the letter was the result. I appreci- 
ate it greatly . . . 

[Sunday Oct 2/21] We went to church at 11.30. Fast day and a num- 
ber of speakers. I was among them. I went to the office after meet- 
ing with Parley Eccles and dictated a letter to Pres Grant and one 
to F. C. Schramm, Pres S. L. Commercial Club enclosing them a 
copy of the letter I received from Wm Fox on the subject of the 
movie entitled “Riders of the Purple Sage” Dinner at 2.30 p m. I 

29 The two films in question, Riders of the Purple Sage and The Rainbow Trail, 
were nevertheless distributed in Europe and elsewhere until Smoot was apprised of 
this. Fox squelched them worldwide at that point. 

30 General counsel to the Fox Corporation. 

si p resum ably William A. Brady, former president, National Association of the 
Motion Picture Industry. 
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visited the Zoo following dinner and went for a walk in the evening. 
A beautiful day. 

[Tuesday Oct 4/21] I sent Zella a telegram sending love and blessing 
on this her first wedding day anniversary. The President requested 
that Allie and I come to dinner with he and Mrs. Harding at 7.30 
this evening . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 5/21] . . . After dinner Allie and I went for a walk 
and called on Mrs. Van Winkle. The President sent me a fine photo 
of himself on which was written the following: “To Senator Reed 
Smoot with assurances of highest esteem and great confidence and 
respect to a really good friend.” Warren G. Harding. 

[Monday Oct 10/21] . . . My mail is growing heavier and heavier as 
the days go by. It is wonderful how my tax plan has taken from one 
end of the country to the other. Leading newspapers and maga- 
zines are supporting it. I finished my speech on the sales tax and 
gave notice to the Senate that I would speak upon [it] tomorrow 
morning. I attended a meeting of Finance Committee. The day in 
the Senate was occupied in the discussion of the Panama Canal 
Tolls Bill. ' 2 We voted on same and it was carried by a vote of 47 to 
37. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 11/21] Had the usual number of callers. Senate met 
at 1 1 oclock. As soon as a quorum was obtained I took the floor 
and I spoke on the Sales Tax for 2 hours. I had the closest attention 
paid to my statements. During the whole time had a large number 
of Senators present. At the conclusion of my speech I received 
many hearty congratulations. Sen Cummins stated it was the best 
speech he had ever heard on economic questions and he was going 
to vote for my plan. It was general discussed during the day and 
all agreed it was a great speech. Allie and I went to Keith’s in the 
evening. 

[Wednesday Oct 12/21] ... I called on the President at 1 1.45. We 
talked over the Revenue Bill and he stated it looked as if the feeling 
against the Revenue Bill as reported to the Senate would continue 


This bill would provide free tolls for American coastline shipping to make it 
competitive with local trade. 
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to grow and compell the acceptance of my plan. This would not 
displease him. He told me he would appoint Brownie to the posi- 
tion of Asst. Supt of the Washington Market Co and in the mean 
time if the position of Secretary to the Board had not been filled 
he would give him that position. It will be some time before the 
Market Co under Government control will begin. . . . Pres. Hard- 
ing told me today I was in bad with Mrs. Harding as I failed to 
notify her the time I was to speak on the Sales Tax. I did promise 
her I would do so but I forgot it. 

[Thursday Oct 13/21] Senate met at 11 oclock and Senator Pen- 
rose announced the sudden death of Senator Knox" and the 
Senate adjourned. The death of Sen Knox is a great loss to the 
Country. . . . 

[Sunday Oct 16/21] Attended Sunday Services at 1 1.30. Not a very 
good attendance. The speakers were Collett of Vernal and Willey. 
I suggested that hereafter the Utah Club should eliminate card 
playing at its gatherings. Had Collett to dinner. Went to the office 
after dinner and looked over my mail. Went to bed early. Allie not 
feeling very well. Beautiful day. Yesterday I had Ariel F. Cardon" 
appointed an appraiser for the Federal Farm Loan Board to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of H A Pederson of Logan. 

[Tuesday Oct 18/21] ... I could not remain long as 1 was compelled 
to return to the Senate as amendments were being offered to the 
Peace Treaty. The day in the Senate was spent on the Peace Trea- 
ties with Germany, Austria and Hungary and all of them passed 
by a vote of 66 to 20. Talked over action of day and general situ- 
ation with Pres Grant and S L Richards at my home. They both 
left for New York on midnight train. Pres Grant expressed his ap- 
preciation of my work as Senator and his astonishment at the in- 
fluence I wielded in Government affairs and asked God to bless 
me in my future labors. 


33 Republican senator Philander Chase Knox (1853-1921) of Pennsylvania 
served as U.S. Attorney General under both McKinley and Roosevelt and as Secretary 
of State under Taft. 

34 xhere seemed to be no end to employment for Smoot’s sons and sons-in-law. 

35 During the years (1903-18) of simmering hostility toward Smoot, Grant had 
only dimly perceived the impact Smoot had in government. Grant’s accession to the 
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[Saturday Oct 22/21 ] . . . I met the train. President Grant had with 
him Mission President McCune and I drove them direct to my 
home. After dinner we talked until nearly 1 1 oclock and all went 
to bed. Pres Grant looks very well and was delighted with success 
in raising the money to care for the sugar companys of Utah, Idaho 
and Colorado. 

[Sunday Oct 23/21] Pres Grant, Bro McCune and myself went to 
Sunday School at 10 oclock. A good attendance and after morning 
exercises Pres Grant and McCune spoke to the school. Following 
the session of the Sunday School, Sunday services followed and a 
good attendance was on hand. Bro McCune and Grant occupied 
the time. We had dinner at 2 oclock and following dinner we vis- 
ited the Zoo. . . . 

[Monday Oct 24/21] I as at the office early and later Pres Grant and 
H M Wells came to my office. I took them to see Secy of State 
Hughes. I called at the Whitehouse in behalf of nomination of Jen- 
nie P Musser to the position of Collector of Customs at Salt Lake 
City. I left a letter addressed to me by Bp T A Clawson in behalf 
ofjennie Musser. Senate met at 1 1 oclock. Senators Reed and Wat- 
son occupied most of the time of the Senate in talking politics. 
Made very little headway on the Revenue Bill. I arranged a meeting 
for Pres Grant and Chief Justice Taft. Pres Grant presented to Taft 
a copy of the Book of Mormon. Pres Grant left for New York on 
the midnight train. I was very tired and had a headache. 

[Saturday Nov 3/21] Senate met at 10 oclock and the first 3/34 
hours were spent with Sen La Follette ranting against everyone 
and everything. The Bonus Bill amendments were discussed from 
3 oclock until adjournment at midnight. Wired Brownie to come 
to Washington as I have a position for him in the Internal Revenue 
Bureau at a salary of $250.00 per month. . . . 

[Friday Nov 11/21] This is Armistice Day and it was a most 
remarkable one in the District of Columbia. Weather clear but 
cold. Senate met at 8.10 a.m. Adjourned to join the parade from 
the Capital to Arlington, following the body of America’s un- 
church presidency forcibly impressed upon him Smoot’s indispensable service. 
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known soldier. The city was crowded with people and the parade 
was a memorable one. Pres. Harding and Genl Pershing leading 
the same. Most all were on foot. The Senate walked from capitol 
to White house. See papers for details. On arrival at Whitehouse 
I accompanied Senators Shorlridge, 3 " Curtis, 1 ' Burson 38 to Ar- 
lington, the exercises for the unknown soldier was held there. 
Never was there such a crowd at Arlington and the exercises 
most impressive. Pres. Harding made a wonderful speech, one to 
go down in history to be always remembered. 1 1 Representatives 
of Foreign Countries were present and applauded the remarks 
of the President. No greater honor was ever shown an American 
than that shown this day to our unknown soldier. Traffic was 
blocked and we had a hard time getting home. . . . 

[Saturday Nov 12/21] Was at the office early and looked over my 
mail for a couple of hours and then went to the first meeting of 
the conference on the limitation of Armament held in the DAR 
Continental Hall. A most notable gathering. The Senate and 
House members were present. . . . Secy of State Hughes was se- 
lected as Chairman of the Conference and his speech was the great 
surprise of the day. He laid down in specific terms a plan for the 
reduction and future limitation of Naval Armament for America, 
England andjapan that nearly took the breath of those who heard 
it. I never witnessed greatly enthusiasm for his declaration. Every 
one in the conference were on their feet applauding vociferously. 
It must have been seen to fully appreciate it. I have not heard one 
person utter disapproval of Hughes speech. It was a forceful, frank 
statement made outlining the plan of our country for future Navy 
building and size of the navies of the countries named. A most 

36 Republican senator Samuel Morgan Shortridge (1861-1952) of California. 

37 Republican senator Charles Curtis (1860-1926) of Kansas. 

38 Republican senator Holm Olaf Bursum (1867-1953) of New Mexico. He was 
appointed and then elected to fill the vacancy of Albert Fall who resigned to become 
Secretary of the Interior. 

39 The Washington Conference on Disarmament was scheduled to begin on 
this day but was postponed to celebrate the tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Harding’s 
sentiments were: “How can humanity justify or God forgive? . . . Our hundred mil- 
lions want less of armament and none of war.” 
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remarkable gathering with a very happy audience at its an- 
nouncements.'" 

[Sunday Nov 13/21] Attended Sunday Services at 11.30. I was the 
only speaker. I reviewed the happenings at the meetings at Ar- 
lington for the unknown soldier and the first gathering of the con- 
ference for limitation of armament. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 22/21 ] Worked part of the day in answering private 
letters. Brownie decided he would resign from the position in the 
Internal Revenue Bureau and go home. He intends to go in busi- 
ness with Harold S. Anderson and a man by the name of Stone. 
Nothing could stop him. I feel it is another foolish move on his 
part. He is so unsettled and no body can tell what he is going to 
do next. . . . 

[Monday Nov 28/21] . . . Received a telephone message from the 
President asking me to take dinner with him at 7.30 p.m. and fol- 
lowing dinner we will discuss the propositions I prepared for him 
relative to [a] certain provision to be incorporated in the Fordney 
Tariff Bill" now pending before the Finance Com together with 
the members of the Tariff Commission. . . . Held a conference with 
Mr Petriken of Denver and Clarence Hamlin 12 of Colo on the seri- 
ous situation the sugar industry is in on account of over-produc- 
tion of Sugar in Cuba. Cuba is virtually bankrupt and hold-over 
sugar liable to be thrown on the market at a price to destroy the 
beet sugar companies in America. It may go so far as to cause a 
revolution in Cuba and then if annexation comes it will mean the 
destruction of beet sugar industry in the United Stales, a thing 1 


40 The impetus for the Washington Armament Conference came shortly after 
World War I. As early as December 1920, Senator William E. Borah introduced a reso- 
lution requesting the president to call an international conference on armament re- 
ductions. The conference, which lasted until February 1922, resulted in nine treaties 
between the United States, Great Britain, France, Italy, Japan, and China. Russia, still 
adjusting to the revolution, was not invited. 

41 This followed on the heels of the Emergency Tariff implemented the pre- 
vious May. Republicans had attacked Wilson throughout his administration for reduc- 
ing the tariff, and protectionism was supported enthusiastically by the business com- 
munity. 

42 Clarence Clark Hamlin (1868-1940) was an active Republican and president 
and editor of the Colorado Springs Evening Telegraph. 
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have called to the attention of Pres Grant and Bp Nibley in par- 
ticular. Will discuss the question with Pres Harding this week if 
possible and have Horace Havermyer present. Pres and Mrs Hard- 
ing had to dinner the Tariff Com, Secy Hoover and myself. After 
dinner were in conference until midnight and we virtually agreed 
upon policy of equalizing Foreign Exchange, American valuation 
plan and elasticity in tariff rates. Very satisfactory meeting and 
President will refer to each in his message to Congress Dec 5/21. 

[Wednesday Nov 30/21] Awoke with a headache, my stomach is out 
of order. . . . Held a number of conferences with Newspaper men. 
Mark Sullivan 11 asked me to dine with him and a number of noted 
friends tonight but I could not do so. 

[Thursday Dec 1/21] Mr Horace Havemeyer of New York arrived 
here this morning and I made an appointment for him, Mr Petri- 
can and myself to meet the President and Secy of Commerce 
Hoover at 12.15 to discuss the Cuban sugar situation and its effect 
upon the Sugar industry of the U.S. We were promptly on time 
and the conference was held. After explaining in detail the situ- 
ation in Cuba and the threatened throwing of one million tons of 
Cuban sugar on the market to bring what it will we suggested that 
immediate action should be taken to induce Cuba to not grind any 
of this years cane crop until Feby 1/22 and in the meantime place 
the over-production gradually upon the market and that alone 
would restrict this years production and save the immediate threat- 
ening situation. The President instructed Secy Hoover to cable our 
representatives in Cuba to see if the Cuban Government would 
not take action to this end and iff] not he would favor the passage 
of a Resolution imposing an additional rate of duty on all sugar 
imported into the United States over and above 2,000,000 tons for 
the year 1922. Secy Hoover sent the cable within a half hour after 
close of conference. . . . 

[Monday Dec 3/21] . . . The President asked me to come to the 
Whitehouse at 5 oclock. I was there on time and went upstairs to 
his office. Mrs Harding was there. The President read me the 


4S Mark Sullivan was a noted writer whose most prominent work was the two- 
volume study of contemporary America, Our Times. 
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message he will deliver tomorrow to Congress at 12.30. He 
wanted me to criticise any portion of it and said the Harding 
family was not altogether in accord on some of the subjects to be 
discussed. I listened to the message read by the President and 
made a number of suggestions and most of them he agreed to. 
He had a statement that he would not accept a second term as 
President and outlined reasons why. I could not agree with him 
and gave him my reasons why. I was somewhat in doubt of the 
statement prepared on assistance to Russia. I was not insistant 
that it be cut out but Mrs Harding was. His Secy George Chris- 
tian came in at the time I was giving my reasons against the 
second term proposition and he and Mrs Harding agreed with 
my position. I left about 7 oclock and the President told me he 
would telephone me if he decided to make any change in the 
statement on the Tariff as we agreed upon. I was well pleased 
with the message as a whole. 

[Tuesday Dec 6/21] . . . The President’s delivery of the message 
was excellent. It was well received and was just as we agreed 
upon last evening. Mrs Harding and his Secy George Christian 
were delighted that he left all reference to a second term out of 
the message. . . . 

[Friday Dec 9/21] . . . Mr Pabst of the American Sugar Refinery 
Co called and he told me of the plan to sell Cuban sugar surplus 
to Europe and I promised I would assist them in every way 
possible to make it a success. I telephoned the Secy of the Treas- 
ury to have a bill prepared allowing all Cuban sugar to come in 
free of all duty where entered into a bonded warehouse and to 
be exported from the bonded warehouse direct. . . . Mr Have- 
meyer and Mr Petrikin called and they were very much alarmed 
over Cuban sugar situation and suggested we agree with Cuba to 
grant her a 30% difference instead of 20% as at present if she 
would limit her sugar production to 2,500,000 tons for year 1922 
and thereafter. I wanted time to consider it and I wired Pres 
Grant to send a representative to Washington to attend a meet- 
ing of Sugar people to be held Dec. 14 and this question will be 
considered. Allie, Ernest, Zella and I took dinner with Commis- 
sioner Win Spry. . . . 

[Sunday Dec 1 1/2 1] Attended meeting at 11.30 a.m. Speakers were 



Getting Even 


Bailey 44 of Utah Land Board and Gov Mabey. I was mouth in nam- 
ing and blessing a negro baby, its mother being a member of the 
church. This was my first experience in blessing a negro child. Its 
name is Joseph Gibson. After meeting went to the office and 
looked over my mail. Had Gov and Mrs Mabey to dinner and after 
dinner went to the Zoo. A beautiful day. Heard W W Riter was not 
expected to live. His son, W D Riter asst Attorney General left for 
home yesterday. 

[Tuesday Dec 13/21] . . . The sugar situation very serious. In the 
evening Allie and I attended the dinner given by Mr & Mrs David 
Jayne Hill. 45 About 14 persons present. Dr Koo 1 '’ and wife, Gcnl & 
Mrs Tasken, Congressman & Mrs Hick 17 Mondell 18 and wife and 
Ida Tarbell." Spent a rather pleasant evening. 

[Saturday Dec 1 7/21 ] ... I met the representative of the Beet Sugar 
Industry at the New Willard at 7.30 p.m. I told them of the serious 
conditions existing and what was being done to stem the tide. I am 
in hopes we can stop the throwing of the 1,200,000 tons of Cuban 
sugar on the market. If done Cuban raws 96% will drop to 1 0 per 
pound. I told them I was working with the President and Secy 
Hoover and Banker of New York to prevent it . . . 

[Friday Dec 23/21] I spent the day with callers, answering letters 
and attending Tariff hearings. Wm Payne of the “Forum” took me 
to lunch and he insists that I go to New York in May as the honored 
guest and speaker at a banquet to be given by the Leading business 
men of America. The President will attend if possible. I have re- 
fused hundreds of invitations but stated I would see the President, 


44 William Bailey, chair of Utah’s State Board of Equalization and Assessment. 

45 David Jayne Hill (1850-1932) was a prominent historian, author of several 
books on European diplomacy, the former president of Bucknell and the University 
of Rochester, and Assistant Secretary of State under McKinley and Roosevelt. 

46 Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo, Chinese diplomat representing China at the Arms 
Limitation Conference. 

47 Republican representative Frederick Cocks Hicks (1872-1925) of New York. 

48 Republican representative Franklin Wheeler Mondell (1860-1939) of 
Wyoming. 

49 One of many journalists receiving the distinction of “muckraker,” Tarbell 
had written an expose of Standard Oil Company in 1903 and continued to write 
about other sensitive issues. 
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talk over the matter and let him know this coming week. It will 
depend upon the situation [in which] we find the Tariff Bill at that 
time whether I can leave Washington or not. A little snow to-day. 

[Saturday Dec 24/21] Received many Christmas cards and remem- 
brances from friends in different parts of the country. Was at the 
office all day and dictated many letters. Wired Bp Nibley I would 
endorse his note for a loan of $215,000.00 at the Irving National 
Bank, New York. 

[Sunday Dec 25/21] A beautiful Christmas morning. Last evening 
Zella, Ernest Smoot, Roland Smoot and Ernest Center, the latter 
two spending the holidays with us, dressed the Christmas tree. It 
looked beautiful. I went for a short walk in the morning. Received 
the usual number of presents. Attended church at 1 1 .30. Gov Spry 
was the speaker. A number of our singers were ill and we had to 
again postpone our song programe. Christmas dinner at 2.30. Er- 
nest had Miss Gerry [Gearing] " to dinner. A wonderful dinner and 
all enjoyed. Children were all pleased with their presents and par- 
ticularly Zella. Received telegrams from the children not here. Had 
a number of callers during the day. We all went to the movies later 
in the day. Zella and I visited the zoo. 

[Monday Dec 26/2 1] Was at the office early but this being a holiday 
I only had Parley Eccles with me. I dictated a large number of let- 
ters and sent about 150 New Years cards to friends in different 
parts of the country. We had a crowd of young people to dinner. 
I spent the evening in reading the new book “If Winter Comes.’” 1 

[Saturday Dec 31/21] Exceeding cold but no snow. Attended the 
hearings during the morning and then the Committee adjourned 
until Jany 3/22. At 1 oclock I told Ernest Smoot, Zella, Roland 
Smoot and Ernest Center to call on the President and see “Laddy 

50 Ernest Smoot, Smoot’s youngest son, would marry Martha Gearing of Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

:>1 If Winter Comes was written by Arthur Stuart-Menteth Hutchinson. Smoot, 
contrary to Milton R. Merrill’s conclusion, read some books beyond those required 
for his work on tariff and economic legislation. His libiary was substantial, but after 
his defeat many of his books were donated to local universities and friends or were 
eventually lost. In this particular novel, the plot deals with Victorian virtues of honor, 
character development, and overcoming one’s environment. 
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Boy.” Laddy boy is a great dog and Zel was crazy over him. They 
had a very pleasant visit with the President. The balance of the 
afternoon I dictated letters. We watched the old year out and the 
new one in. I finished reading “If Winter Comes.” 
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[A Bed of Roses] 


[Sunday Jany 1/22] Beautiful bright morning. Rather cold but brac- 
ing. Attended church at 1 1:30. R G [sic] Clark and myself were the 
speakers. Allie, Roland Smoot, Zella and myself took dinner with 
Mrs Van Winkle. Col Forbes and wife were guests also. Had a fine 
dinner and chatted after dinner until 5 oclock. The morning pa- 
pers announced the death of Sen Boies Penrose. It was no surprise 
to me. I have been expecting it for some time past. I gave a state- 
ment to the press. His death will make no difference with the con- 
sideration of the Tariff Bill either on the Senate floor or its con- 
sideration. No doubt McCumber 1 will be made chairman of the 
Committee and I will be ranking member, same position I hold on 
the appropriations Committee. . . . 

[Tuesday Jany 3/22] The New York Herald of today in its leading 
editorial asked my appointment as chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee and applauded my work and ability and objected to the ap- 
pointment of Sen McCumber. McCumber is senior member and 
will be appointed. . . . 

[Friday Jan 6/22] Held a conference with Gov Spry, Mr Mather and 
the Forester 2 for consideration of a Bill creating “The Presidents 
Forest Reserve” to be cut out of the present Kaibab Forest Reserve. 


1 Republican senator Porter James McCumber (1858-1933) of North Dakota. 

2 Chief of the U.S. Forest Service. 
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The Congressman from Arizona was also present. Mather and the 
Forester could not agree upon provisions of the Bill and I told 
them they had better meet later and come to some agreement and 
then let me know the result. . . . 

[Thursday Jan 12/22] . . . Had the Appropriations Committee 
insert an item of 500,000.00 to purchase a site for an Archive 
Building. 

[Sunday Jany 15/22] . . . Zella suffering from the effects of extract- 
ing her wisdom teeth. Poor Zella told me of the drunken sprees 
Carlyle her husband had been on for last four months and she is 
so unhappy and it is telling on her. I must write Bp Nibley his father 
telling him of conditions and asking him to assist Zella in stopping 
it for the future. 

[Thursday Jany 19/22] I received telegrams advising me that the 
National City Bank of Salt Lake City had closed its doors. I own 
50 shares of the stock and paid 6,000.00 for it. Received a number 
of telegrams making application for appointment as Receiver and 
Attorney for the Bank. They no doubt will continue to come. The 
Comptroller of the Currency tells me every effort will be made 
before a receiver is appointed to reorganize the bank. I told him I 
would tell him who I would like appointed Receiver and Atty when- 
ever he was ready to appoint . . . 

[Friday Jany 20/22] . . . Zella told me of Carlyle’s drinking and get- 
ting drunk. She has worried over it until she is next to a wreck and 
she received a letter from him today and she decided to go home 
leaving here next Sunday and mama will go with her if possible. 
My heart bleeds for the poor little girl. She tells me she is not going 
to stand it. 

[Saturday Jany 21/22] . . . My office is crowded early morning until 
10:30 with callers and after 5 oclock until 1 have to leave for dinner. 
I was in Senate a short time during morning recess of Committee. 
I secured the 500,000.00 for an Archives Building. . . . 


3 While Smoot is primarily known for fiscal restraint, he also supported the arts 
and social science projects and pushed for construction of new federal buildings and 
beautification of the Washington, D.C., area. He was active in the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, serving on its board of directors. 
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[Sunday Jany 22/22] Much colder today. Allie decided she was not 
well enough to go with Zella to Salt Lake. Zella left alone leaving 
at 6:50 p.m. She is so worried and looks sick I am alarmed over 
her. I attended Sunday services at 1 1 :30. Speakers were Elders 
Moyle' and Barton. Very good meeting. In the evening I saw the 
moving picture shown in my committee room of the new plan of 
stopping the washing away of river banks during high water. The 
new systems of driving cement piles by hydraulic power. It was a 
wonderful plan and will be used generally for the future. . . . 

[Monday Jan 23/22] . . . The capitol is crowded with men interested 
in rates of duty in Tariff Bill. Senators send their constituents to 
me to discuss rates. Senate met at 12 oclock. The day was wasted 
by the Finance Com in hearing a crazy Mr Miles a friend of La- 
Follette expound his free trade views. 

[Wednesday Jany 25/22] . . . Making fairly good headway with the 
rates in the Tariff Bill. I took lunch with the President and Mrs. 
Harding. Discussed the sugar question with the President and the 
limitation of the Cuban crop as Secy Hoover, Genl Crowder and 
myself had agreed upon and the President approved the same and 
told me to proceed with the necessary steps. I will write a letter for 
Genl Crowder to use with the President of Cuba. Secy Hoover has 
already written one. 

[Friday Jany 27/22] . . . Wired C E Loose to make best possible 
settlement with Brownie’s creditors and pay same, charging to my 
account. Will give him one more chance. They will amount to 
about 5,000.00. H S Anderson arrived and stopped to see us. He 
wants me to go into business with him in California and handle 
Morris and Co’s meat products. I am not inclined to do it. 

[ Saturday Jany 28/22] It snowed all last night and there was at least 
18 inches of snow and snowed all day long. Traffic almost stopped 
and by night not a street car running. Ernest was able to run the 
Ford and we got him at 7 p.m. The fall must be over 24 inches 
some say nearly 3 feet and they are about right. I never saw the 
like. We got the Auto into the garage and we decided not to at- 


4 This was James H. Moyle’s oldest son, Henry D., who was serving a mission 
for the church. 
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tempt to leave the house. We made Ernest stop in. Mrs Van Winkle 
was over last evening. We went to bed at 10:30 and snow was still 
falling. No street cars running and streets lined with stalled autos. 

[Sunday Jany 29/22] At 2:30 this morning the telephone rang and 
Mrs Gerry [Gearing] ' was very much excited and wanted to know 
if Ernest was home. When I told her he was she was so delighted 
she told me that the roof of the Knickerbocker Theatre had fallen 
in and at least 100 people were killed, among them Dr. Bartchfeld 
[illegible] their physician. I thanked God Ernest was in for if it had 
not been for the storm and our insisting that he do not go out he 
would have been there. About 30 minutes later I was again called 
to the phone by the Garfield Hospital. Was advised Mrs Guy D 
Eldredge had just been brought in to the hospital seriously 
wounded and a young lady named Bergman who accompanied 
Guy S Eldredge to the theatre and Mrs Eldredge wanted me to find 
out if Guy was alive. I reported to Allie and she said she was positive 
her brother Guy was dead. She had been dreaming about him. A 
most horrible accident. As soon as I had breakfast I went to the 
Christian Science Church, the temporary morgue agreed upon to 
see if I could find Guy. I found him among the dead. It developed 
that his neck was broken and had a great hole in his head. He was 
killed instantly. I went from there to the Garfield Hospital to see 
Bessie. . . . The blow is a severe one to Allie and she remained in 
bed all day and I was up with her most of the night. Guy was in 
such a condition I insisted that Allie not see him. She expressed a 
desire to do so. The horrible condition has cast a gloom over the 
city and the sights are heart-rending. I never want to pass through 
another similar day. I attended a dinner given by Secy Hoover at 
his home at 7:30 p.m. There were present Senators and Congres- 
sman from the Western States interested in the Colorado River. 
After dinner many speeches were made on the subject of Reser- 
voiring the waters of the Colorado River but they only developed 
the different views of the speakers. Not much headway was made 
most of the speakers in favor of the Government undertaking the 
work. . . . 
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[Thursday Feby 2/22] . . . Attended a dinner given by the President 
in honor of the members of the Supreme Court. About 60 present. 
Mrs Day 6 7 was my dinner partner. Sat dose to the President. Had 
a pleasant time. The dinner was followed by a musical. The disar- 
mament conference is drawing to a close and very much has been 
accomplished. The results have rather confounded the sore heads 
and croakers. 

[Tuesday Feby 7/22] . . . Attended morning and afternoon session 
of Finance Com. on Tariff Bill. I made a few remarks on the action 
of the House Conferees on rejecting the appropriation for an Ar- 
chive Building. At 9 oclock accepted invitation of S T Mather to 
see the National Park pictures shown at the Wardman Park Inn by 
lantern slides. The pictures were wonderful and especially those 
of the park in Utah. 

[Wednesday Feby 8/22] . . . Wix ed Geo D Casto asking him if wanted 
to accept a position with the Bureau of Efficiency and one to C A 
Glazier' asking him if he wanted an appointment as Bank Exam- 
iner for the Western District. I would not do this if it was not for 
sake of May his wife. . . . 

[Saturday Feby 11/22] Received cable through State Dept that the 
President of Cuba called a conference of leaders of both Houses 
to consider the question of limitation of Cuban Sugar production 
for this year in accordance with letters of Secy Hoover and myself 
given to Genl Crowder to be presented to the President of Cuba. 
I wired President Grant the information. The conference between 
Senate and House members was continued morning and after- 
noon and at 4 oclock Secy Weeks called and held a conference with 
McCumber, Fordney, Longworth and myself and he took the same 
position I did on the House recommendations and when I told 
him I was in favor of a bond issue the others said they were also 
but the President would not stand for it. I said I believed I could 
convince the President it was economically and politically the right 
thing to do so we called the President over the phone and arranged 
for a conference with him. We all went direct to the Whitehouse 


6 Wife of Supreme Court Justice William R. Day (1903-22) of Ohio. 

7 Charles A. Glazier was Smoot’s brother-in-law. 
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and held the conference. The items to be taxed was handed to him 
and he objected to most of them. I explained my position about 
bond issue and he did not object but said he would see the Secy 
of Treasury and let us know Monday morning. After I made my 
statement each one present stated they would prefer the bond is- 
sue. I asked Secy Weeks to go direct and present the case to Secy 
of Treasury Mellon. He promised to do so. I do hope the additional 
taxes will not be imposed at this time. Business cannot stand it. 
President said he was in favor of my sales tax plan. 

[Tuesday Feby 14/22] . . . We expected a letter from the President 
on the Bond issue to pay the Bonus but it did not come. We were 
told it would reach us by tomorrow morning. Many of the mem- 
bers showed a feeling of resentment and had heard the President 
was opposed to House plan and the Bond issue. Talk was freely 
indulged into that we would pass a bill providing for sale of bonds 
and force the President to sign it or veto it and if he did veto it 
they could pass it over his veto. I told them they had better think 
many times before undertaking such a thing. During recess I 
learned the President would answer by stating he was opposed to 
the House items of taxation and also a bond issue and would not 
object to a sales tax. 

[Monday Feby 20/22] Congressman Fordney had published a 
statement that he nor the Republicans of the House would 
agree to the foreign valuation to impose duties on and if the 
Senate sent such a bill to the House it would not be agreed to 
and the House would prepare another bill. This is a bluff, un- 
wise statement to give out. He states it will be the House Bill 
or nothing. I can assure him he is wrong. . . . We met at 2 
oclock and had a rather warm time. I am sure the House mem- 
bers learned something about the Fordney plan they never 
knew before. I showed them its workings in detail and Fordney 
went so far as to offer a compromise to take the Wholesale 
selling price of foreign goods in the American market and all 
of my other provisions. We will meet again tomorrow at 10:30 
a.m. No decision reached. 

[Tuesday Feby 21/22] . . . President Harding sent to the Senate the 
following nominations as the Foreign Debt funding Commissioner 



A Bed of Roses 


Board. * Secretaries Hughes, Mellon, Hoover, Senator Reed, 
Smoot and Congressman Burton. 1 Beautiful spring day. 

[Wednesday Feby 22/22] So warm it is uncomfortable. Received 
many congratulations on my appointment as a member of the For- 
eign War Debt funding Commission. The local papers express ap- 
proval of all and each one appointed. Sen Walsh of Montana of- 
fered a resolution in the Senate asking that the Judiciary Commit- 
tee of Senate make an investigation of the appointment of 
Congressman Burton and myself as members of the Funding Com- 
mission. He claims it is a violation of the constitution. 1 " We made 
some headway in marking up the Tariff Bill in the Committee to- 
day. Had a headache before I left the office and was exceedingly 
tired. 

[Thursday Feby 23/22] . . . Received word that Brownie had to have 
6750.00 at once to settle his accounts. I am sick over his actions. I 
cannot see much hope ahead. . . . 

[Sunday Feby 26/22] I coughed from 3 oclock this morning until 6 
oclock. I went to see Dr JJ Richardson and had him treat my nose 
and throat and he also took an x-ray of my ears, neck and head. 
Attended meeting at 1 1:30. Two missionaries were the speakers. I 
dictated letters to my Secy from 3:30 p.m. until 6 o clock. Did not 
feel very well and went to bed about 1 1 oclock. 

[Monday Feby 27/22] I did not sleep but a few hours last night. Went 
to the Doctor’s for a treatment and to see the x-ray pictures of my 
ears, throat and nose. It showed I was effected slightly by a carar- 
rhral [?] trouble and doctor thought he could remove it in a short 
time. Made considerable headway with the Tariff Bill during the 
day. My mail is exceedingly heavy. I am compelled to work early 
and late. . . . 

[Tuesday Feby 28/22] . . . We disposed of some of the most difficult 


8 The World War Debt Funding Commission was set up by an act passed on 9 
February 1922. During the 1920 campaign, Republicans had criticized Wilson’s dila- 
tory effort and promised, if Harding was elected, to collect the money owed to the 
U.S. government. The commission was to negotiate repayment schedules with the Al- 
lied powers. 

9 Republican representative Theodore Elijah Burton (1851-1929) of Ohio. 

10 Walsh objected to the committee’s all-Republican composition and to con- 
gressional involvement in executive-branch duties. 
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paragraphs of Tariff Bill today. Among them were pocketknives, 
scissors and shears, buttons and clasps and razors. We provided 
rates so high the President need not act to increase the duties. 

[Wednesday March 1/22] Snowed last night and part of the day. Did 
not get more than 2 hours sleep last night. Wired Brownie that I 
would send him 175.00 the amount of his salary and suggested that 
seeing his creditors had made up their minds not to wait long or 
ask for any kind of a proposition he take the Bankruptcy act and 
then pay his creditors as soon as he could. Worked morning and 
afternoon on the Tariff Bill. The Yap Treaty" was passed by the 
Senate, with only 22 votes against it. 

[Monday Mar 6/22] Spent the day in the Finance Committee con- 
sidering the Tariff Bill. Silk schedule was under discussion most 
of the day. It was announced that the Subcommittee of the Judici- 
ary Committee had decided to make their report to the full com- 
mittee on the question of the eligibility of Congressman Burton 
and myself to be members of the Foreign Debt Funding Commis- 
sion. Senators Brandegee, Walsh, and Overman hold we were in- 
eligible and Senators Cummins and Sterling the opposite. Sen 
Cummins told me a majority of Full Committee would decide the 
same way and wanted to know what course I wanted him to take. 
I told him I had no advice to give. It made no difference to me 
personally which way it went. I suggested he had better see the 
President. 

[Tuesday Mar 7/22] Senator Cummins asked me to come to his 
office at 8:30. He wanted me to decide what course for him to 
follow. I told him it was not my fight, it was the President’s and for 
him to do whatever the President decided. I suggested that Con- 
gressman Burton should be consulted. Later in the day Sen Cum- 
mins saw me and told me he had had a conference with the Presi- 
dent and the President decided to fight the thing through. That 
decision suited Cummins. . . . 

[Saturday Mar 18/22] I gave out a public statement that I would 
not vote for a bonus hill unless it made provisions for raising the 
money to pay the same. I told the President a long time ago I would 


11 This treaty with Japan provided for Yap, a Pacific island under Japanese con- 
trol, to be used by the U.S. for radio and cable services. 
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not. The session of Finance Com from 10 until 1 oclock was taken 
up with persons opposing an embargo on Dyes. I did not sleep 
much last night. I attended the dinner given by Col E Lesterjones 1- 
of Alaska. I sat to his right. I was so tired I had to leave before 
dinner was concluded. The Governor wants me to be sure and visit 
Alaska with the President. 

[Sunday Mar 1 9/22 J Attended a conference of Gov Spry Congress- 
men Leatherwood and Colton at 10 oclock. Gov Spryjust returned 
from a visit to Utah and he reported conditions politically and they 
are not of the best. Attended church at 11:30. Not a very large 
attendance. . . . 

[Monday Mar 20/22] So tired when I got up I could hardly stand, 
for I had very little sleep. Ernest took me to the office at 8 oclock 
and had the usual number of callers. Attended the morning and 
afternoon session of Finance Com and most of the day was spent 
in hearings. I dictated letters until nearly midnight. 

[Wednesday Mar 22/22] ... I presented my amendment to the 
Sugar Schedule raising house rate from 1.60 per 100 to 2.00 per 
100# against Cuba. Senators Calder and Frelinghuysen fought the 
raise and want to make the rate 1.40. 1 was disappointed when the 
vote on my amendment was taken as it was defeated by following 
vote: Against it, McCumber, Watson, McLean, Calder, 
Frelinghuysen and Sutherland. For it, Smoot, Curtis, and Dilling- 
ham. I was hurt for Watson and McLean had stated to me they 
would vote with me and McCumber had lead me to believe he 
would. I stated if that was the programe and the way it was carried 
out, I would have nothing more to do with the bill and I would be 
a free lance from now on and if the rate voted on Sugar was to 
measure the amount of protection I would see it would be applied 
to other items in the bill. Things got very warm and I gave them 
all to understand I would not be so treated and the days work was 
brought to an abrupt conclusion for the day. Later Chairman 
McCumber stated to me it would be reconsidered and it would be 
raised as I wanted it. I wanted to know how he would stand in 
conference he having voted for 1.60 sugar. He promised me he 


12 Ernest Lester Jones (1878-1929), commissioner of International Boundary be- 
tween United States (Alaska) and Canada. 
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would stand and insist upon 2.00 per 100# if the Senate so voted. 
I was so badly treated I made up my mind it would have to be 
corrected or I would resign as a member of the Finance Commit- 
tee. McCumber, Curtis and Watson made excuses for vote and ex- 
plained it was with a view of having an amendment providing 2.00 
per 100 duty on sugar offering in the Senate when all committee 
amendments were offered and then they would support it. I told 
them emphatically that I was not pleased with such a performance. 
They stated if I wanted it I could have the vote reconsidered. I told 
them 1 would decide later. They wanted nothing said of my posi- 
tion for it would be fatal to the party if I resigned and fought the 
bill as I knew more about the bill than any member of the Senate. 
I was sick at heart. Went to bed about midnight. 

[Thursday Mar 23/22] Senators McCumber, Watson, Curtis and 
Dillingham asked me to a conference to make action on Sugar sat- 
isfactory to me and I told them how I felt over the treatment ac- 
corded me. ... I did not sleep more than 4 hours and Wednesday 
not more than 3 hours. I was very tired but Ernest wanted me to 
go to Keith’s with him and I did so. 

[Sunday Mar 26/22] I went for a walk through the zoo. Visited with 
the animals and little Helen my parrot was so cute. She was de- 
lighted to see me. Attended meeting at 11:30. Three missionaries 
were the speakers. After dinner 1 went to the office and dictated 
letters until 6:15. Mrs Van Winkle was to supper and told me of 
her troubles with the Chief of Police. 

[Saturday Apr 1/22] ... We thought we would conclude considera- 
tion of Tariff items in dispute but at 6:30 p.m. Saturday evening 
we decided to adjourn until 10 oclock Monday to finish. Hope to 
have bill ready to report by next Thursday. I was so tired I could 
hardly see straight. Received a letter from Allie telling me she was 
feeling much better and the children were getting along very well. 
I wrote her a letter. 

[Monday Apr 10/22] I was very tired when I arose this morning as 
I had a very poor nights sleep. Received a telegram from Brownie 
stating he had to have the 7,000.00 to pay his accounts or resign 
his position and leave the state. He could not take the Voluntary 
Bankrupt Act etc. I wired him Col Loose could pay his accounts 
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and charge same to my a/c but this was the last time I would pay 
his debts. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 12/22] . . . Met with Sen McCumber at 2 oclock to 
consider the Bonus Bill. We could not agree upon provisions as 
contained in the House Bill. I want some provision made to pay 
the same and not leave it to provide means to meet the expense. 
I am opposed to base it upon what we may receive from Foreign 
obligations. Bro A S Tingey of Salt Lake asked me to come to the 
childrens Hospital and administer to his little boy who had fallen 
from a 4th story window, a distance of 50 feet, to the side walk and 
at 7 oclock I answered the call. This is a remarkable case and a 
miracle. I found the little fellow out of pain eating as usual, and 
the only thing that happened to him was a little mark about the 
size of the end of a lead pencil on the left side of his chin and a 
small bruise on his left arm near the elbow. Not a bone broken nor 
a mark on him other than the above. The boy was unconscious 
when he was picked up but remained so but a few minutes. I gave 
him a blessing. 

[Thursday Apr 13/22] . . . Attended a meeting of the Appropriation 
Com at 10:30 to consider the State and Dept of Justice Appropria- 
tion Bill. I spent a greater part of the day at my office arranging 
my tariff papers. Roland Smoot came for a visit. Ernest drove to 
Annapolis for him. Albert Glazier 11 reported he had failed in the 
Examination for Bank Examiner. 

[Friday Apr 14/22] . . . Held a conference with the President from 
5 oclock until 5:45 p.m. We discussed the provisions of the Tariff 
Bill and the Bonus Bill. Reported to him the situation in Finance 
Com on Bonus Bill and suggested to him I was going to work for 
an insurance plan in the shape of a paid up policy and gave him 
the details of the same. He expressed the hope I would be able to 
accomplish its acceptance. I expressed my doubts that I could put 
it over. Told him of McCumbers attitude and his determination to 
pass a bonus bill no matter what was the attitude of the President. 

[Saturday Apr 15/22] . . . Secured for C A Glazier a position as Asst 


13 This was Smoot’s brother-in-law whose wife had badgered him to get her hus- 
band the job. 
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Bank Examiner at 2400.00 per annum. He failed to pass the ex- 
amination as Bank Examiner. He left for home at 6:50 p.m. 

[Monday Apr 17/22] Wired an answer to Ed E Jenkins telegram 
claiming that the representative of the Comptroller of the Cur- 
rency claimed I was liable as director of the National City Bank of 
Salt Lake City notwithstanding I had not been a director for over 
two years for certain excess loans and recommended that I assist 
the present directors in raising $300,000.00 as a compromise set- 
tlement and stating it was thought I should pay $10,000.00. I an- 
swered him to see J. R[e]uben Clark and show all records to him 
and have him wire me his conclusions. . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 18/22] Was at the office very early and after looking 
over my mail and dictating a few letters I had Ernest drive me to 
the Treasury Dept to attend the first meeting of the World War 
Foreign Debt Commission. The meeting was held at 9 oclock a.m. 
in the office of Asst Secy of Treasury Wadsworth. There were pre- 
sent Secy of Treasury A. W. Mellon, Secy of State Chas E. Hughes, 
Secy of Commerce Herbert C Hoover, Congressman Burton and 
myself. All the members were present. We agreed upon a resolu- 
tion to have the Secy of State forward to all foreign countries owing 
the U.S. Appointed Eliot Wadsworth Secy of the Commission. . . . 

[Sunday Apr 23/22] Went for an early walk. Attended Sunday Serv- 
ices. Speakers were Thurber and Colton. 1 wired to President 
Grant as follows: Ambassador Harvey" has given Lord Astor and 
Sir John Henry letters of introduction to me. Will hold conference 
with them this week. Mail me two copies of Vitality of Mormon- 
ism 15 best binding or any other publications you would like me to 
present them with. . . . 

[Friday Apr 28/22] . . . Sen Swansen 16 held a reception and gave a 
lunch in honor of Lady Astor 1 ' in my committee room. Senate met 


14 George Harvey was U.S. Ambassador to Great Britain. 

I5 James E. Talmage, Vitality of Mormonism (Boston: Gorham Press, 1919). 

16 Democratic senator Claude Augustus Swanson (1862-1939) of Virginia. 

17 Nancy Witcher Astor (1879-1964) was the first woman to sit in the House of 
Commons. After a divorce from a Bostonian, she married the great-grandson of John 
Jacob Astor and assumed the title Lady Astor when she succeeded her husband’s va- 
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at 12 oclock and LaFollette made a fierce attack upon the Secy of 
Interior for his leasing Naval Reserve Oil fields and asked for fa- 
vorable consideration of his Resolution for an investigation and I 
asked that it go over until tomorrow. . . , 18 Alice Reynolds and Mrs 
Paxman delegates to convention held in Baltimore by the Woman 
Voters League [League of Women Voters] arrived and I had them 
go to my home for entertainment while in Washington. 

[Saturday Apr 29/22] ... I attended a lunch given by Secy of State 
Hughes at the Metropolitan Club at 1:30 in honor of Lord Astor. 
I sat at the right hand of the Lord. Lady Astor in my opinion is 
brighter than her husband. About 14 present, among them Assis- 
tants Phillips, and Harrison and Bliss, Genl Pershing, Sen Kellogg. 

[Sunday Apr 30/22] . . . Pres McCune told me B H Roberts was to 
be President of the Eastern States Mission, 19 and he was appointed 
President of a Stake of Zion at Los Angeles to be created shortly. 
Was at the office for 1 1/2 attending to some pressing matters. 

[Monday May 15/22] I called at the Whitehouse and saw the Presi- 
dent as per appointment. I presented my Insurance Plan for a bo- 
nus and the President told me he would sign such a bill but would 
veto the McCumber Bill. He would sign a cash bonus provided a 
sales tax was passed to meet the same. I discussed the Reclassifica- 
tion of Employees and told him I had no doubt he had the power 
to make an order as I presented to him in detail. The President 
told me he would appoint Ariel F Cardon" 11 Asst Secy of the Treas- 
ury on July 1st as Clifford was going to resign on July 1st. He would 
like to appoint him a member of Federal Farm Loan Board but it 
might be he could not do so but he would see he was appointed 
to some good position if I wanted it. . . . 


cated seat. She was ever involved in women’s and social issues. 

18 The Teapot Dome Scandal, as it would be called, involved oil leases let by the 
Secretary of the Navy to a group of politicians, including former senator and now Sec- 
retary of Interior Albert Fall of New Mexico. For a balanced treatment of this event, 
see Burl Noggle, Teapot Dome: Oil and Politics in the 1920s (Baton Rouge: Louisiana 
State Press, 1962). 

19 Smoot andj. Reuben Clark both questioned the wisdom of Roberts presid- 
ing over the Eastern States Mission, but he had been told by the First Presidency to se- 
lect any mission he wished. He was set apart on 29 May 1922. 

20 Smoot’s son-in-law. 
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[Sunday May 21/22] With Geo A Smith 21 attended Sunday School 
services and then general church services at which Geo A was the 
speaker. Delivered a very interesting sermon. After lunch Geo A 
and I went to the Zoo and then for a walk. Had a number of callers 
and in the evening I took Geo A and called on Chief Justice Taft. 
Had a very pleasant visit. Later we talked over home affairs. 

[Tuesday May 30/22] . . . Dedication of the Memorial to Abraham 
Lincoln Potomac Park. The exercises began at 2:30. It was esti- 
mated 100,000 persons were present. The Programe was carried 
successfully. The speeches was all high class and greatly appreci- 
ated. President Taft made a splendid Presiding Officer. Pres Har- 
ding’s speech was greatly appreciated. The son of President Lin- 
coln was present. The Memorial Building is a wonder and sur- 
roundings most beautiful. Allie wanted me to take her and Ernest 
to Keith’s and I did so. 

[Sunday June 4/22] Attended Sunday services at 1 1:30. Fast day but 
time was given out to Bro Barton to speak as he leaves for home 
this coming week. I followed him and spoke for about 1/2 hours. 
Had John Howard with us to dinner and after dinner he and I went 
to the Zoo. Howard took Allie, Ernest and myself to the theatre to 
see Wanda Lyon a Salt Lake City girl. Carl A Badger was at church 
with his wife and oldest son who graduated from Annapolis this 
month. I appointed him. 

[Monday June 5/22] ... I sent my check of 6250.00 for Assessment 
of myself and A F Cardon levied by the Logan Land and Drainage 
Co as well as my check for 7500.00 being amount assessed against 
me as a liability as director of the National City Bank of Salt Lake 
City. Carl Badger reported to me the political conditions at home. 

[Friday June 9/22] Secy of Interior Fall called at the office at 8:40 
and we discussed his report to the President on Oil Lease and the 
procedure to follow. He thinks if the report is studied and all pa- 
pers sent Public Land Com examinedf,] it will be found unneces- 
sary to hold a hearing. I will call the Republican members of the 
Committee together and see what plan they want to follow. At- 

George Albert Smith had just been replaced as European Mission president 
by Smoot’s brother-in-law Orson F. Whitney. 
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tended a meeting of Finance Committee and then the Senate be- 
ginning at 11 oclock. Gov Spry talked over Senatorial situation at 
home and he no doubt wants to run for the Senate and hopes to 
be able to secure the nomination by a deadlock between Bamber- 
ger and Wattis. 

[Saturday June 1 7/22] I am tired receiving so many men demanding 
increased rates of duty over and above rates reported by commit- 
tee to the Senate. Spent the day in the Finance Committee consid- 
ering rates. The Navy Appropriation Bill was considered by the 
Senate. Jas H Anderson and daughter with us to dinner and Jas H 
and I spent the evening talking over conditions at home. 

[Wednesday June 21/22] . . . In the evening I talked with Carlyle and 
Ernest about securing the agency of the Durant and Star Automo- 
biles for State of Utah and Idaho. 

[Thursday June 29/22] Much warmer to-day. Senator McCumber 
no doubt was defeated in the primaries in North Dakota al- 
though the returns from the cities so far received show him in 
the lead. Sen McCumber admits his defeat. 1 was told by many 
Senators they were pleased that I was to be the chairman after 
March 1st next. Some of the Eastern papers print a report that I 
will be called home to take charge of the church and fear that 
LaFollette would then be chairman of the Finance Com. There is 
no truth in the reports. . . . 

[Sunday July 2/22] Exceedingly warm during the morning. At- 
tended morning services beginning at 1 1 :30 a.m. Bro McArthur 
was decided on as the Presiding Elder of the Washington Branch 
of the Eastern States Mission. I set him apart and he then made a 
very interesting statement. I spoke for a short time. I was mouth 
in blessing and naming the baby of Bi o and Sister Noal. Went for 
a walk in the afternoon. 

[Monday July 24/22] I have thought many times today that I would 
like to be home on this 75th anniversary of the entrance of the 
Pioneers in Salt Lake valley. The Utah people met at Chevy Chase 
Lake in the evening and celebrated the day. I was late in arriving 
all seemed to have a good time. . . . 


[Thursday July 27/22 ] I attended a meeting of the Foreign War Debt 
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Commission at 9 oclock at the office of Asst Secy of Treasury 
Wadsworth. All members were present with the exception of 
Congressman] Burton, Mr Parmender the representative of the 
French Government together with two assistants. Parmentier pre- 
sented the Financial condition of France today, her expenses and 
revenues and his whole talk was to the effect France could not pay 
the U.S. any part of the Principal or interest owing the U.S. I asked 
him if France could pay the interest if the obligations of int. and 
principal were included in a new obligation and he answered she 
could not. I am sure France does not intend to pay her obligation 
to the U.S. We asked Parmentier for further information. . . . 

[Friday July 28/22] . . . Ernest wants to go to Utah in the Ford car 
accompanied by his young friend Nebeker. I think it too dangerous 
an undertaking. 

[Sunday July 29/22] I went to the Zoo at 10 oclock and while there 
a photographer asked me to allow him to photograph me with a 
number of birds and animals. I agreed and was photographed with 
Helen the Parrot, fed her and also with Peacocks, monkeys, bears, 
etc. They are to be used in papers. Attended meeting at 1 1:30 a.m. 
Speakers were Bro Young 22 and myself. I blessed the baby of Bro 
& Sister Hinkley. Went for a ride after dinner and called at the 
office and looked over my mail. 

[Monday July 30/22] Ernest presented to me the list of accounts he 
is owing in Washington and they amounted to $3200.00. 1 told him 
what such a course would lead to and he must stop going into debt 
in the future. I told him I would help him out this time but he must 
not do it again. He was going home on a vacation today but I told 
him he must give up his trip and pay the money required to go on 
his debts . . . 

[Sunday Aug 6/22] Right after breakfast I began the consideration 
of what I should say in my speech on Sugar to be delivered tomor- 
row in the Senate. During the forenoon I arranged the different 
questions as to presentation. In the early evening Ernest took us 


22 Presumably Dr. Clark Young, later a physician in Salt Lake City and Washing- 
ton, D.C. 
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for an auto ride. Allie is 59 years old to-day. She received telegrams 
of congratulations from all the children. 

[Monday Aug 7/22] Senate met at 11 oclock and I secured immedi- 
ate recognition and spoke on sugar for two hours. I was limited by 
the unanimous consent agreement to that length of time. I had 
great freedom in speaking and was listened to by a large number of 
Senators. I read the letter I gave Genl Crowder and answered Sena- 
tor Harrison of Miss and gave him some advice. Sen McCumber 
paid a tribute to my labors as a Senator and character as a man. 2 ' 

McCumber’s panegyric was one of the better given in behalf of 
Smoot on the senate floor, though it subtly acknowledged Smoot’s 
conflict of interest. Many Senators congratulated me as making a 
great speech and I turned a number of votes including Senators 
Moses and Sterling and Wadsworth. I was very tired at close of day. 

[ Tuesday Aug 8/22] . . . Sugar was discussed until 2 p.m. and then 
voted upon as well as several amendments including my own plac- 
ing a duty of 2. SO per 100 pounds less 20% on Cuban sugar. My 
amendment was agreed to increasing house rate. Sen Lodge stated 
the increase could not have been secured without my speech. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 10/22] Called on Secy of Commerce Hoover at 8:15 
a.m. on question of Sugar. Attended a meeting of World War Debt 
Commission. All members present with exception of Secy Hoover. 
Mr. Parmentier, Representative of France with his aids attended 
the meeting and reported that France did not feel like giving a new 
obligation for one at present held by our Government as France 
could not pay interest due or hereafter for no telling how many 
years. We tried to convince him that France would be in no worse 
position by giving a new obligation than now but on the contrary 

23 From the Congressional Record, “I say the Senator from Utah has a greater 
practical and technical knowledge of the more important schedules of the tariff bill 
than any other Senator in this body. As an indefatigable worker, as a studious Sena- 
tor, one who works every minute for long hours every day, I think I but speak the 
voice and express the sentiment of every Senator upon the committee when I say that 
the Senator from Utah has no peer in the United States Senate . . . that any insinu- 
ation or suggestion coming from any source which challenges the honesty or integrity 
or the fairness of the Senator from Utah demands condemnation from all those who 
know him.” 
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she would have a demand-obligation changed to a time-obligation 
with better terms of interest. It soon developed France still thinks 
the debt is only a moral one but if refunded would from then on 
it would be looked upon in a different light . . . 

[Sunday Aug 13/22] Attended meeting at 10:30. Not many present. 
A good many Utah people are going home. Speakers were Bros. 
Blackner and Gov Spry. After dinner Allie, Ernest, Martha and my- 
self rode to Baltimore and called on a friend of Ernest. He pur- 
chased from him a number of fancy chickens.' ' Had a pleasant ride 
and arrived home at 8:45. Allie was not very tired and stood the 
trip well. Very cool weather. 

[Saturday Aug 19/22] I had a trying day in the Senate. I lacked votes 
enough to carry the duty on sugar of 1.84 against Cuba as was done 
when the bill was in the Committee of the whole. I secured before 
the vote was taken enough voles to do so. 1 prevailed upon Sena- 
tors Cummings, Reed of Pa., Pepper of Pa., and France if necessary 
to change their votes from no to yes. I got Ben McCormick not to 
vote and McCumber to announce his pair with Sen King and not 
transfer and Borah to pair with Sen Miller and not transfer. 1 spoke 
again on sugar in answer to Harrison. Carried the rate of 1.84 by 
two votes and allowed [Senator] France to vote no. The Tariff Bill 
passed the Senate a few minutes after 4 p.m. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 22/22] ... At 5:45 p.m. Mrs Van Winkle called with 
her auto to take us to the fair and we went with her. Ernest has 
spent most of his time at the fair for last two weeks. His chickens 
and pheasants occupied a great deal of the attention of visitors to 
the fair. Ernest won 19 Blue Ribbons and among them was the 
blue ribbon for sweep stake. He had the finest Rooster in the fair. 
It was very cool and my riding through the fields caused an irrita- 
tion of my hay fever. 

[Sunday Sept 3/22] Visited the Zoo right after breakfast. Attended 
church at 1 1 :30 and spoke for a short time. It was a testimony meet- 
ing. Exceedingly warm today. L R Anderson and Mr Snow called 
in the evening and we talked over political situation at home. It is 


24 Smoot enjoyed animal husbandry and shared this avocation with his young- 
est son. His weekly visits to the zoo further reflect his enjoyment of animals. 
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none too good. I agreed to see that Don Colton and Leatherwood 
receive 1500.00 and 1000.00 respectively for their campaign. 

[Monday Sept 4/22 ] . . . Justice Clark 2 ' resigned from the Supreme 
Court and President Harding announced he would appoint Geo 
Sutherland to fill the vacancy. A great honor to Utah. A splendid 
appointment and President Harding carried out his promise made 
me over one year ago. 

[Tuesday Sept 5/22 ] . . . President Harding sent to the Senate the 
nomination of Geo Sutherland for member Supreme Court. U.S. 
and Senate in open session confirmed the nomination and without 
referring it to a committee . . . 

[Friday Sept 8/22] Don Clayton arrived here yesterday. He reports 
the political situation in Utah as being very unsettled and not look- 
ing good for Bamberger’s election. Gave me the reasons. He tells 
me the Gov is very unpopular. . . . 

[Sunday Sept 10/22] Attended church services at 11:30. Speakers 
were McArthur and Senator King. Not many present. At 5:15 I 
called at the Whitehouse and was with the President for about 3/ 4 
hours. 1 went to enquire about the condition of Mrs Harding as 
the papers report this morning she is not expected to live. The 
President gave me a detailed account of her illness and it was for 
him to decide whether the Doctors should operate on her by in- 
serting a tube to drain her kidney. She could not survive an opera- 
tion to remove it. She has felt some what better today and Presi- 
dent will wait to see what the early part of the night will bring. The 
President looked worried and haggard but still had hope. He asked 
me to tell him what had been done with the Tariff Bill in Confer- 
ence and I explained the principle changes. I told him Mrs. Smoot 
and I would pray for Mrs Harding’s recovery and that lead to a 
short discussion as to our belief in the power of prayer. Just before 
leaving an attendant at the Whitehouse brought me a box of beau- 
tiful roses sent at the request of Mrs Harding to be delivered with 
her love to Mrs Smoot. It brought tears to the President’s eyes as 


25 Justice John H. Clarke of Ohio. 
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well as my own to think that a woman in her condition would think 
of such things. She is a remarkable woman. 

[Wednesday Sept 13/22] Was at the office early today and had a num- 
ber of callers. At 10 oclock I called on Secy of War in behalf of 
[the] Col C E Loose water power application that has been held 
up for more than 10 yrs. I told the Secy I was going to have action 
or I would see what I could do to force it. The Secy agreed to call 
a meeting of Water Power Commission for 3 p.m. Thursday Sept 
21st and I notified Mr Horace Clark to be present. Called on the 
Asst Secy of State Mr. Phillips and asked him to take up the action 
of Tonga in prohibiting our Elders from entering that Province. 
He agreed to do so. I left with him the letter of Pres. Grant enclos- 
ing the letter from the President of the Mission. . . . 

[Friday Sept 15/22] . . . The Bonus Conference report came from 
the House and it was taken up for consideration. Sen Heflin made 
his daily speech on Wall Street. I begin to think he is next door to 
an insane man. His ego is unsurpassed. The House agreed to the 
conference report on Tariff Bill by a vote of 208 to 90. It was later 
reported to the Senate. The Bonus Bill conference report passed 
the Senate by a vote of 36 to 1 7. 1 voted against it. 

[Saturday Sept 16/22] Held a conference with Sen McCormick, 
chairman Senatorial Campaign Committee and he promised me 
he would give to the Utah Campaign 10 to 15 thousand dollars I 
asked him to send prominent speakers into Utah as the situation 
there was critical. . . . 

[Saturday Sept 23/22] Francis Matson reported to me the result 
of his visit to New York. I having sent him there with letters of 
introduction with a view of collecting money to run our coming 
campaign in Utah. He was very successful. Received promises 
for enough to run a good clean campaign. Carl R Marcusen" 
State chairman telephoned me from Salt Lake City asking me 
if I was coming home to assist in campaign and if I had col- 


26 Republican senator Joseph Medill McCormick (1877-1925) of Illinois was a 
son-in-law to former Republican boss Mark Hanna. 

27 Carl R. Marcusen was the state Republican party chair and previously a party 
leader in Carbon County. 
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lected money to run Campaign. I answered him I expected to 
reach home about Oct 2 or 3 and I had collected or had prom- 
ises for the money. Was busy answering letters and preparing 
to leave for home. 

[Monday Sept 25/22 ] Was busy at the office and called on the Presi- 
dent at 10:30 a.m. . . . He told me he had no objection to me re- 
citing in public if I felt like it the action of Mrs Harding in sending 
the box of flowers to Mrs Smoot while not expected to live and 
our conversation at the time. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 26/22] . . . Had a number of callers. Spent the day in 
the collection of books and papers I desire to take home with me. 
Issued a statement announcing I would reach Salt Lake City about 
Oct 3rd and would do all in my power to elect the Republican ticket 
from head to foot. Received assurances of money sufficient to run 
the campaign from friends in New York. 

[Thursday Sept 28/22] Answered every unanswered letter. Tried to 
arrange for two of the Cabinet members to come to Utah during 
the Campaign. Selected what papers I will take with me. Had many 
callers. . . . 

[Friday Sept 29/22] Attended a meeting of the Foreign War Debt 
Commission at 9 oclock. The British Government has postponed 
[sending] . . . the Debt Commission and it will not leave England 
before Oct 18/22. Was in session one hour discussing the ques- 
tions that are likely to arise between our Com and the English one 
in the settlement of England’s indebtedness. Called on the Presi- 
dent and we discussed the plans for the campaign. I told him spe- 
cial attention should be given to Utah, New Mexico, Wyoming, 
Montana and Nevada. One nineteenth of the Senate, all at present 
democrats, was involved. We had received no assurance of speak- 
ers being sent into those states. He said he would call John Adams 28 
and W E Humphry 29 and request that speakers be provided for the 
above named states. . . . 


28 John Taylor Adams (1862-1939) chaired the Republican National Committee 
from 1921-24. 

29 William E. Humphrey (1862-1934), a Republican representative from 1903 to 
1917, at which time he did not seek renomination and resumed his law practice in Se- 
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[Monday Oct 2/22] We were late in leaving Omaha yesterday but it 
was made up during the night. I prepared an interview for our 
home papers during the day. The Conductor advised me he was 
instructed to stop the Overland Limited at Morgan as the people 
of Morgan had arranged a reception for me and would be at the 
Depot on the arrival of the train. On our arrival at Morgan we 
found most of the people out. I shook hands with many of them 
and then made a short speech to them. We arrived at Ogden a 
little late and quite a number of Ogden citizens were at the Depot 
to meet me. I made no speech at Ogden. We arrived at Salt Lake 
City a little late. Here I was greeted by a large crowd. 1 shook hands 
with hundreds. A parade was formed reaching about 4 S L City 
blocks. Pres Grant was there to greet me home and rode with me 
in the carriage following the band. The streets were lined with peo- 
ple. I went direct to the Hotel Utah. The people many of them 
gathered in the lobby of the Hotel and I had to make a short speech 
to them. In the evening a reception was held in my honor and a 
large crowd of people were present. Dancing was indulged in the 
Ball room. Allie was not well enough to attend the reception. We 
had a suite of rooms reserved for us decorated with flowers but we 
decided to go to Zella’s to spend most of the time while here in 
Salt Lake City. Did not get to bed until after midnight. 

[Tuesday Oct 3/22] Had crowds to see but I had to go at 9 oclock 
to a meeting in the Temple of the Quorum of Twelve and the Mis- 
sionary Presidents. Did not get out of the meeting until after 4 
oclock. Bro. Richards president of the Temple took me through it 
to show me the improvements made. They were all fine and greatly 
needed. Between callers I mapped out subjects to speak on at the 
rally which was held at 8 oclock in the Orpheum Theatre. Had 
dinner at 7 oclock at Zella’s. Then broadcasted a speech at the 
request of Mr Fish of the Telegram. Then went to the rally. The 
house was packed. Many standing in the aisles and out into the 
lobby of the theatre. State Chairman Marcusen presided and in a 
few words introduced me. The audiance arose and applauded for 
some time. I spoke with great freedom and for nearly two hours. 
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attic, Washington. In 1925 he was appointed to the Federal Trade Commission by 
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Held the audiance and not a person moved to leave. Received great 
applause at times. At the conclusion of my speech I had to shake 
hands with hundreds. Allie went with me. I don’t think I ever made 
a better speech. Received hearty congratulations. 

[Wednesday Oct 4/22] ... I had the State Chairman and Ernest Bam- 
berger '* candidate for the Senate together and told them any fur- 
ther bickerings between Republicans and I would leave for Wash- 
ington and take no further part in the campaign. . . . 

[Friday Oct 6/22] The General Conference opened today at 10 
oclock in the Tabernacle. . . . Among the speakers today were B H 
Roberts, Pres. Penrose, Jos McMurrin and Bp Nibley. The key note 
if it could be so designated was Loyalty to Country and God. . . . 

[Sunday Oct 8/22] . . . Speakers morning session were Pres Ivins, 
Geo A Smith and myself. I never spoke with more freedom and 
was congratulated by many at the close of the meeting. The af- 
ternoon] session was the last of the conference. The authorities 
were sustained. Pres Clawson and Pres Grant were the speakers. 
Pres Penrose dismissed the meeting. Heard on all sides praises for 
the wonderful conference and people generally were well pleased. 
Held a number of conferences with leading men in the State and 
asked them to do all they could to elect the Republican ticket from 
head to foot. 

[Tuesday Oct 10/22] . . . Attended the dinner given by Bp Nibley 
on the Roof Garden of the Utah Hotel. About one hundred pre- 
sent. Had a very pleasant evening. 1 spoke for some time and was 
followed by Pres. Grant. 

[Thursday Oct 12/22] I attended the weekly meeting of Presidency 
and Twelve at the Temple at 10 oclock. Pres Grant took occasion 
to criticize Ernest Bamberger in the way he claimed Ernest secured 
the nomination for U.S. Senator. A W Ivins complained the church 
spending so much money in keeping the Herald running. I 
thought it best to say nothing . . . 


so Ernest Bamberger, a non-Mormon, ran against Democrat incumbent William 
H. King and was defeated in a close race, 58,749 to 58,188. He was not popular 
within the party, especially in the eyes of Mormon president Heber J. Grant. 
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[Sunday Oct 15/22] After breakfast Louis Anderson called for me 
and we went to the [Manti, Utah] Temple. Went all through it from 
basement to the roof. I was pleased to see it so clean and in good 
condition. We went for an auto ride up the canyon and it was a 
pleasant sight to see the colored leaves. I attended afternoon serv- 
ices at the Tabernacle at 2 oclock. The ward meetings were dis- 
missed all coming to the Tabernacle. The house was filled. I was 
the only speaker. Had splendid attention. Shook hands after the 
services with a great number. Had the auto ready to start for Salt 
Lake City. We did so at 4 oclock. Made the run of 136 miles in 4 
1/4 hours and stopped a few minutes at Nephi and at my home 
in Provo. . . . 

[Monday Oct 16/22] . . . Was at Republican headquarters and dis- 
cussed conditions politically. Our only danger is resentment 
against Ernest Bamberger in this election. . . . 31 

[Thursday Oct 19/22] The Presidency of the Church and Quorum 
of Twelve had moving pictures taken of them in the office of Pres 
Rudger Clawson and coming from the Temple. They are to be 
shown in this country and England. Attended the meeting at Tem- 
ple and the balance of the day was spent with callers and party 
workers . . . 

[Friday Oct 20/22] I left for Provo on the Electric Ry and arrived 
there at 10 oclock. I spent the day looking over my papers and 
stocks and examining the notes of the Provo Com’l and Savings 
Bank. They have made some very bad loans among them the one 
of $30,000.00 to Wm M Roylance. The bank needs closer watching. 
In the evening Mr Loose called at the old home and we talked over 
conditions generally. He is confident the steel plant will be erected 
and located between Provo and Springville. J 


31 With the dissipation of the Smoot machine beginning in 1916, the semi-se- 
cret “Order of the Sevens” emerged with a boss mentality and strong anti-Mormon 
sentiment. The Sevens were able to wrest the convention from church favorite J. 
Reuben Clark, but their victory was only pyrrhic as prominent Republicans bolted to 
join the lesser of two evils, the re-election of William H. King. 

32 In 1911 L. F. Rains recommended the erection of a steel mill to be located 
near Provo, which was realized on 1 1 November 1922 with the organization of the Co- 
lumbia Steel Company. It was called the Ironton Plant. 
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[Sunday Oct 22/22] Beautiful morning. I met Mr Eugene M[e]yer 
Jr of the War Finance Com and he gave me an account of his visit 
here yesterday. I explained to him the difficulties we were experi- 
encing in this campaign and why there was such a feeling against 
Ernest Bamberger. Was at Republican Headquarters and the ques- 
tion of the attitude of the Ogden Standard Examiner was discussed 
with a number of leading Republicans. The paper will begin an 
attack on Bamberger and more than likely against the ticket. Blood 
money is what they are after. The Ogden Republicans want a show- 
down and welcome the fight. . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 24/22] I left Price for Provo at 5:45 a.m. Arrived at 10 
oclock. Attended BYU founders day exercises held at the Stake 
Tabernacle. Profjohn A Widtsoe delivered an address on Brigham 
Young the empire builder. It was very well delivered. Pres Grant 
spoke for a few minutes and I spoke for 20 minutes. Attended the 
banquet given at the University. Then attended a board meeting 
of the Trustees. I left for Payson at seven oclock and spoke for 
nearly two hours to a crowded house. Returned to Salt Lake City 
after Rally arriving there at 12:40. Wm J Bryan spoke several times 
in the county during the day and at the Tabernacle in the evening 
Heber J Grant presided at his rally in the Tabernacle and intro- 
duced him. I knew he [LDS president Grant] would let the people 
know in some public way his wish for Democratic success. He took 
the occasion to do it. 

[Thursday Oct 26/22] . . . J U Eldredge announced his resignation 
as a member of the Republican State Com giving as his reason he 
could not support one man on the ticket, meaning Ernest Bamber- 
ger. This is a contemptible act on his part directed by W H. Wattis 
who was defeated for the nomination for Senator by Bamberger. 
This is to be followed with other statements to be made by Wattis. 
Bamberger is certainly a load for us to pack. 

[Friday Oct 27/22] Cloudy most of the day and rain a little in the 
early evening. It begins to look like the actions of Pres Grant in 
introducing Bryan at the Provo meeting and setting on the stand 
at the McAdoo meeting last evening will be taken as evidence that 
he wants the Democratic party to win and I am convinced of it. I 
cannot understand it after the Republican party saving the indus- 
tries of Utah including Sugar. This is a strange world. The Ogden 
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Standard Examiner is being used by the Democrats by circulating 
thousands of copies throughout the state. I told W H Wattis what 
I thought of his actions. I spoke for 1 1/2 hours to a good appre- 
ciative audiance at Bountiful. 

[Monday Oct 30/22] I remained in Provo during the day and went 
over the notes held by the Bank and I told C E Loose and Jos F. 
Farrar that some of the loans were excessive and W. M. Roylance’s 
notes and overdraft amounting to nearly $30,000.00 was an out- 
rage and I wanted them to get every cent of security possible in- 
cluding his life insurance policies. We will have a heavy loss in his 
account. Attended to pressing private business and at 5 oclock left 
for Heber City with Sheriff s auto . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 1/22] Was called to a meeting at the office of Presi- 
dent Grant. Found there the 1st Presidency, most of the Quorum 
of twelve, and the Presidents of all the stakes and their counsellors 
in Salt Lake County. It was called to map out campaign to elect 
Ben Harries Sheriff of Salt Lake Co. Question was discussed and 
Pres Grant had agreed to make the fight and the majority of those 
present voted to do everything in their power to carry out the pro- 
gram. Pres Grant was to make a public statement and the state- 
ment was to be read in all religious meetings from its issuance until 
election day. I believe it to be a mistake. Pres Penrose gave Harries 
an awful black record and said he knew him to be dishonest and 
an unclean man. The statement made no difference the program 
was to be carried out . . /' 

[Thursday Nov 2/22] 1 attended the meeting at the Temple at 10 
oclock. I was sick and did not dress. Pres Grant read to the Quorum 
the letter he was going to publish asking the people to vote for 
Harries for sheriff. It was to be signed by the 1st Presidency but 
Pres Penrose said it would humiliate him to sign it for he knew 
Harries to be a bad man and he asked to be excused from signing 
it. It was finally decided that Pres Grant should sign it as Pres of 


33 Ben Harries was running on an independent ticket with church backing. 
President Grant and others felt that the incumbent Democrat, John S. Corliss, had 
been too lax in enforcing prohibition, that the Republican candidate would be simi- 
larly soft, and that Harries— despite other shortcomings— would rectify this. 


514 



A Bed of Roses 


the church. No good feeling prevailed at the meeting. I did not 
attend a rally tonight. I was not well enough. 

[Monday Nov 6/22] . . . Splendid attention and generous applause. 
The boys stated it was the greatest political rally ever held in Og- 
den. I did not refer to the Standard Examiners fight against Bam- 
berger. This closes the campaign and election will decide it tomor- 
row. I never worked harder in a campaign in my life and all the 
Republicans appreciate it. 

[Tuesday Nov 7/22] Brownie drove me to Provo to vote. . . . The 
returns from the East indicate a great Democratic gain. It looks as 
if Senators Calder, Frelinghusen, Townsend and Kellogg are de- 
feated. The House of Representatives will be close. The Senate ma- 
jority greatly reduced. Bamberger likely defeated but both Repre- 
senatives Republicans in the State of Utah. The Prohibition ques- 
tion has had a great deal to do with the result. Ben Harries the 
Independent candidate for Sheriff of Salt Lake Co is elected over 
Frank Emery and Jack Corliss. This is a result of action of Pres 
Grant. I feel sorry for Frank Emery. He is a better man in every 
way than Ben Harries. 

[Wednesday Nov 8/22 ] The Democratic gains continue to grow, but 
the Republicans will continue the control of the Senate and House 
but by small majorities. King leads Bamberger, Ogden or Weber 
Co and Salt Lake Co gave King majorities. Weber Co over 2000, 
but notwithstanding this King’s lead is slight. The Republicans 
were generally successful throughout the State. I left for Washing- 
ton at 1 p.m. Nothing of note to report on train. . . . 

[Thursday Nov 9/22] . . . Received telegrams [en route] telling me 
the King Bamberger vote was so close a recount would be de- 
manded. . . . 

[Saturday Nov 11/22] . . . On arrival I had Ernest take me direct to 
the office. I went to the barber shop for a shave and looked over 
some of the accumulated mail but went home early after taking a 
Turkish bath and rub. Was tired and went to bed early. Received 
telegram from home stating election of King or Bamberger still in 
doubt. 


[Monday Nov 13/22] ... I called on the President during the day 
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and he asked me to come back tomorrow at 10:30 a.m. to continue 
our talk on Legislative program for coming extra and short ses- 
sions of Congress. Gave a number of interviews for the Press. Dic- 
tated a large number of letters. Was greatly surprised to learn that 
Sen Poindexter of Washington had been defeated. It also turns out 
that Sen Sutherland of West Va is defeated. I think he deserved it. 

[Tuesday Nov 14/22] Spent a half hour with the President but we 
could not cover all subjects so he suggested I telephone him next 
Thursday and he would make another date for us to meet and dis- 
cuss the plans for the Reorganization of the Depts of Government. 
. . . Doubt as to election of Senator in Utah continues. Concluded 
to appoint M. Cowley son of M F Cowley’ 4 as a clerk in my office 
and to advance Parley Eccles to position of Secretary. . . . 

[Monday Nov 20/22] ... In the Senate interest was centered on 
action to be taken in the case of Mrs W H Fenton of Georgia, a 
woman of 87 yrs of age appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Sen Watson and since her appointment an election held 
in Georgia and a Mr George' 1 elected. In my opinion she is not 
entitled to a seat in the Senate but no doubt will be allowed to take 
the oath of office notwithstanding Mr George holds a certificate 
of election and is at present in Washington but has agreed not to 
present his credentials for one day in order to let her take the oath 
of office and be a member of the Senate for a few hours. It is all a 
piece of demagoguery. The Senate, however, took no action today 
for immediately after the announcement of the death of Sen Wat- 
son the Senate adjourned. No doubt she will be sworn in tomor- 
row. Arranged for a loan at the Riggs Nat Bank of 20,000.00 for 
Merrill Nibley at 6% with Utah Idaho Sugar Stock as security. . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 21/22] Allie will spend the afternoon with Mrs. Hard- 
ing. Mrs. Harding asked her over the phone to do so. She, Mrs. 
Harding, is slowly recovering from her severe illness. The Presi- 


34 Matthew Cowley, whose father, the former apostle Matthias Foss Cowley, had 
refused to testify during the Smoot hearings. Young Matthew was studying law at 
George Washington University and in 1945 was called to the apostleship. 

35 Democratic senator Walter Franklin George (1878-1956) was seated instead 
of Fenton and went on to an illustrious career in the senate and in government 
service. 
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dent told me the other day she would like to have Allie come and 
see her. The Poultry show opens today and Ernest is happy. He 
has done very little for two weeks but preparing to show his birds 
and chickens. . . . 

[Saturday Nov 25/22] I went to the Whitehouse at 12:30 to intro- 
duce to the President a party of Utah citizens among them Geo A 
Smith, apostle S. L. Richards, Mr. and Mrs. Spear, Mr Francis of 
Ogden, '' Mr. & Mrs. Stewart," etc. . . . 

[Sunday Nov 26/22] A beautiful day. Attended church at 1 1:30. A 
good attendance. The speakers were S L Richards and Geo A 
Smith. We had S L Richards and wife to dinner. I visited the Zoo 
with S L Richards following dinner. Was tired and went to bed 
shortly after ten oclock. Wired a credit at the Provo Coml and 
Savings Bank of 3000.00 [in] favor [of] Zella as she wired me she 
had purchased a home in Ogden and had to make first payment 
tomorrow. 

[Tuesday Nov 28/22] . . . Geo Wilson 18 arrived and reported to me 
the political situation at home since I left. He tells me King leads 
Bamberger by about 500 votes counting all the illegal votes for 
King. Thinks Bamberger will contest King’s election. . . . 

[Thursday Dec 14/22] I asked last evening the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue to order an investigation of the charges made 
against the Prohibition Agents in their raid upon the home of Dr 
Ellerbeck, 19 Salt Lake City, and suspend those who took part. The 
papers home have criticized actions most bitterly and an investiga- 
tion is the only way to clear the situation. No doubt the action will 
create a feeling at home and by some misunderstood but it will 
clear the atmosphere. . . . 

[Friday Dec 15/22] . . . Mr Reeside of the Washington Gas Co let 


36 Frank Francis was mayor of Ogden, Utah. 

37 Isaac Stewart later became a secretary to Smoot. 

38 Nominal leader of the Sevens. 

39 Smoot might have been mistaken with the name. The Salt Lake Tribune re- 
ported the name as Dr. Maurice Critchlow. Two agents were suspended as a result of 
the raid. 
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me have three tons of furnace coal. I could not get it from Coal 
Companies. Cold weather and scarcity of coal. 

[Sunday Dec 17/22] Attended Sunday Services at 11:30. The day 
was spent in the reorganization of the Sunday School and Bro 
[Matthew] Cowley was made Superintendent and I ordained him 
a high priest and Superintendent of the Sunday School of the 
Washington Branch of the Eastern States Mission. Bros Lee"' and 
LeRoy Snow 41 were present representing the President of the Mis- 
sion. After services the Assistants were set apart and so ordinations 
were made. Went for a walk during the afternoon . . . 

[Monday Dec 18/22] Did not sleep much last night. I was worried 
over what is best for Ernest. Lie wants to get married Feby 14th 
and go home and enter business with Harold. Ernest is so unfitted 
to marry but I fear to insist upon a postponement as he and Martha 
Gearing have made up their minds for that date . . . 

[Wednesday Dec 20/22] . . . Held a conference at my office with Gov 
Spry, Congressmen Colton and Leatherwood on the charges made 
by Mr Jay and others of the Lincoln Highway Asso against the State 
of Utah for action of State Officials in changing the road by way 
of Wendover after having accepted and used an appropriation by 
Lincoln Highway of 125,000.00. I have many letters and telegrams 
on the subject. If the road is to be changed I am in favor of the 
State returning the $125,000.00 to the donors and build the road 
in the best route. . . . 

[Monday Dec 25/22] Christmas day. Beautiful day. Received a good 
many presents. Have received hundreds of Christmas cards from 
all parts of the Country. Allie and I visited the Zoo during the af- 
ternoon. Had a wonderful Christmas dinner. Was at the office for 
a short time. Spent a pleasant day. Allie and I called on Mr 8c Mrs 
Gearing the parents of Martha the girl Ernest expects to marry 
next February. Received telegrams from the children. 

[Friday Dec 29/22] On a telegram received from Harold R Smoot 


40 Florence Lee. 

41 Leroi Snow’s father, the late church president Lorenzo Snow, called Smoot 
to the Mormon apostleship. 
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I made an appointment with E L Doheny 42 by phone to meet him 
in New York next Sunday at 1 1 oclock to see if he will not assist 
Harold at least by a loan of $35,000.00 on account of his heavy loss 
in selling 400 shares of Mexican Petrolium Oil Co short. I am wor- 
ried sick over the transaction and I don’t know what the loss will 
be. I want to learn why he did such a thing and details of transac- 
tion and wired him for the same. His loss will be greater than 
35,000.00 if his telegram asking assistance is correct. His telegram 
states he sold short at 130.00 per share and was called when it ad- 
vanced to 332.00 per share. On the face of the telegram and the 
price of stock the day he was called would show a loss of nearly 
$80,000.00. . . 

[Sunday Dec 31/22] ... I met Mr Doheny at his rooms at the Plaza 
Hotel at 12:30. He has his wife present during our interview. I 
learned of him the reasons for the rapid advance of the oil stock 
and why the shorts were punched out. He thinks it was Dutton and 
Co the brokers that induced Harold to sell short. He agreed to 
loan Harold 35,000.00 payable on or before one year at 6% interest 
with my guarantee. I agreed to it and so wired Harold on my arrival 
at Washington at 7:25 p.m. Was tired and heavy hearted during 
the day. Such deals 1 have warned Harold against. No one ought 
to follow them when doing a straight business. 


42 This was but the beginning of Harold’s problems with the stock market, as 
well as with California businessman E. L. Doheny. 
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1923 

[A Summer in Europe] 


[Monday Jany 1/23] The first day of a new year. I hope it will be a 
better year financially for me than the year 1922. I went to the 
office at 10 oclock and looked over my mail and sent some tele- 
grams. We had dinner at 2 oclock. Went for a walk. Sent a telegram 
to Harold in answer to one from him asking what I accomplished 
with Mr E L Doheny at New York yesterday. . . . 

[Friday Jany 3/23] Ambassador Geo Harvey called me over the 
phone and asked me to come to his room at the White House. 
He wanted to see me and had a question of great importance to 
discuss with me. I told him I would call just as soon as I was 
through with my conference with the President at 10 oclock. In 
my conference with the President I recommended Judge Finney 
for appointment as Secy of the Interior to fill the position after 
Mar 4th at which time the resignation of Secy A B Fall takes 
office. 1 2 At the Conference with Ambassador Harvey we discussed 
at the request of the President a tentative plan or basis of settle- 
ment of the debt owing the US by England." I was to criticise it 
and let him know if in my opinion it could be carried into effect 
by the passage of a bill through Congress authorizing and im- 


1 Fall’s involvement with the emerging oil scandals in Wyoming and California 
compelled Harding to take some action. 

2 The final figure was $4.28 billion. Of $10 billion loaned the allied countries, 
approximately $3 billion was loaned after the war for relief purposes. 
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powering the Foreign War Debt Commission to make the settle- 
ment on the basis suggested. Secy Hughes and Secy Mellon were 
the only other members of the Commission that would be 
shown the plan. Accept 3% Bonds with % Amortization which 
would mature the bonds in 66 yrs. The U S states to sell the 
bonds and guarantee the same. I could not agree to the later 
[and] did not believe it could be passed in the Senate. . . . 

[Saturday Jany 6/23] Attended a meeting of the Foreign War 
Debt Commission at 9.30 A M. ... I was willing to fight for 3% 
if the President after interviewing a number of the leading mem- 
bers of House and Senate decided it was feasible, but we must 
be sure for a failure would be a blow to the party in power. Secy 
Mellon insists upon 3%. Secy Hughes not quite sure it would be 
successful. The Commission met later and all members were 
present. . . . We adjourned to meet Monday at 9.30 A M and at 
10 oclock we were to receive the British Commission and ex- 
perts. They were as follows: Commissioners Stanley Baldwin, 
British Chancellor of the Exchecquer, and Montague C Norman 
Governor of the Bank of England and the experts were J. L 
Christie and E Rowe Dulton [Dutton] experts and P J Griggs 
private Secy to the Chancellor and clerical advisor. 

[Monday Jany 8/23] . . . We presented the plan of refunding to him 
[Harding] in detail and told him of the difference of opinion as to 
rate of Interest. ... I told the President I would support 3% if he 
decided to undertake it but there was a chance Congress would 
not agree to it. The President said he would like to take dinner 
with me on my birthday but thought best not to. 

[Wednesday Jany 10/23] I am 61 yrs old today received many con- 
gratulations. The meeting of Public Lands was not held at the re- 
quest of Sen Walsh of Montana. ... At 2.30 the members of the 
Foreign War Debt Commission met and decided we would discuss 
with the English Commissioners the question of Amortization and 
not touch the rate of interest. ... I am sure we cannot pass a rate 
of 3% Int and % Amortization through Congress. I will undertake 
it if President thinks best but in my opinion it will be a mistake and 
more than likely a failure and I so told the President. 
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commission meetings]. Mostly feeling us out as it were. The Chan- 
cellor yesterday stated he thought it was best to advise that [one 
million dollars] per annum was all England could pay including 
both Amortization and principle. We certainly can not agree to 
any such amount. Commission adjourned to meet tomorrow at 3 
oclock. In the evening Allie and I attended the dinner given by the 
Secy of the Treasury in honor of the British Commission. My din- 
ner partner was Mrs Marshall Field.' Had a very pleasant evening. 
Allie’s dinner partner was Secy of Commerce Hoover. The Secy 
has some wonderful oil paintings, I think the best in America. 

[Friday Jany 12/23] ... I had to leave for the 2.30 P M meeting of 
the Debt Commission. We decided when the British members ar- 
rived we would discuss the rate of interest. We decided to make 
them a proposition of 3% Interest with a 1/2% annual Amortiza- 
tion payment.' We did this after about 1 hours discussion and it 
was rather a blow to them. The Chancellor then said he was willing 
to submit to his Government a proposition that would require an 
annual payment of Interest and Amortization of 145,000,000.00 
but thought that was the limit. We discussed the question of adding 
of the Interest for the first five years to the principle. The chancel- 
lor finally stated he would have to submit our offer to his Govern- 
ment and he would no doubt secure our answer sometime during 
Sunday. It was decided to meet at 5 p m at the home of Secy Mellon 
Sunday and if answer was not received by that time members of 
the commission would be notified. Our offer was a great disap- 
pointment to the British members. . . . 

[Sunday Jany 14/23] Attended Sunday service Congressman Col- 
ton was the speaker. He made a fine sermon. At 5 oclock I attended 
the meeting of Debt Commission at the Home of Secy mellon. All 
members were present. The Chancellor stated he had received an 
answer to his cable in which he submitted our proposition from 
the Premier Bonar Law declining our offer on the ground that the 

3 Marshall Field owned the famous (and expensive) department store in Chi- 
cago. The Smoots frequently shopped there on their layovers in Chicago en route to 
and from Washington. 

4 Before the commission talks commenced, the rate of interest discussed was 
4.25 percent. 
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Government could not see its way dear to assume such a large 
obligation under conditions existing. General conversation for 
about 1 hours took place and we separated with the understanding 
we would see the President quickly as possible and discuss the situ- 
ation with him and later in the evening would all meet for further 
discussion. The British members and Secy Hoover left to the din- 
ner given at Secy Hoover’s house. . . . The Chancellor wanted a 
favored nation clause inserted but we could not agree to that. At 
8.15 P M we met the President at the White House and presented 
the proposition we proposed to make and telling him our original 
proposition was not accepted by Bonar Law. I worked out in detail 
just what the payments [were] under the proposed proposition as 
compared with the original one and also the difference between 
3% straight and the proposition. The President agreed to our plan. 
We all met at 10 oclock at Secy Mellons home and we presented 
our modified plan and discussed for one hour details. The Gover- 
nor of the Bank of England Mr Norman doing all the talking. The 
Chancellor finally stated he would submit the proposition to Bonar 
Law by cable tonight and no doubt would get an answer by Tues- 
day. We adjourned until Tuesday at 3 oclock. The Chancellor ap- 
peared much disturbed and no doubt greatly disappointed. I be- 
lieve the proposition made is the very best we can get favorable 
action on by Congress. 

[Tuesday Jany 16/23] . . . The Foreign War Debt Commission met 
at 3 oclock with the British Commission. The Chancellor stated he 
had received instructions from his Government that it could not 
accept our offer of settlement. The necessity of making such an 
announcement was very painful to him. He stated Bonar Law had 
. . . instructed him to return to England by boat leaving New York 
next Saturday. . . . The question of what to give out for publication 
was discussed and it was finally decided to hold another meeting 
Thursday at 10 oclock and announce no final conclusion had been 
reached and another meeting would be held Thursday. Following 
the meeting Thursday the British Commission will leave for New 
York and sail the following Saturday. Our Commission impressed 
upon the British Commissioners the fact that we could not recom- 
mend any better terms than the ones we submitted Sunday evening 
and would have difficulty in securing favorable action by Congress 
on them. . . . 
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[Thursday Jany 18/23 ] . . . The British Corns left Washington at 1.05 
P M for New York and will sail from there next Saturday. It was 
finally decided the British Ambassador would remain here and not 
go with the Chancellor to England. I am well satisfied with the 
present conditions and if England wants to settle she will accept 
our proposition. . . . 

[Saturday Jany 20/23] ... I attended the Annual Dinner of the 
Bankers and Stock Brokers Associations of the district of Colum- 
bia held at the New Willard Hotel. I was the honored guest of the 
evening and the only speaker. I was warmly applauded and con- 
gratulated upon my remarks. I spoke to Taxation of today and fu- 
ture taxation and incidentally mentioned our hope of final settle- 
ment with England of her Debt to us. There were about 500 busi- 
nessmen present. 

[Sunday Jany 21/23] ... At 8 oclock Secretary Hughes called and 
asked me to read articles published in the New York and Philadel- 
phia papers giving what is purported to be the inside of disagree- 
ments between the Foreign relations Com of the Senate. ... I told 
Hughes in my opinion the statements made in the papers came 
from Senator Borah and in part may have come through Senator 
Johnson. Before leaving the Secy informed me in confidence that 
the reason why Bonar Law declined our offer of settlement was 
because Ambassador Harvey had assured him the settlement could 
be made at a rate of interest of 2%. This was stated at a dinner 
given in New York a few nights ago at a Canadian dinner by Sir 
Robt Horne the Chancellor of the Exchecquer under Premier 
Lloyd George. The information was given him by Ambassador 
Geddes 3 who attended the dinner. No doubt this is why the British 
Commission commenced to talk 2% Int at our first meeting. 
Hughes tells me he sent a radio message to Harvey today advising 
him of the articles and asked to answer so press could get it for 
morning papers. Secy Hughes has no intention of resigning unless 
the President so desires and I am sure that will not happen. I would 
like to see Hughes nominated for the Presidency if for any reason 
Pres Harding decides not to run for 2nd term. 


5 Sir Auckland Geddes. 
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[Tuesday Jany 23/23] . . . Ernest went to New York taking his chick- 
ens to enter the Madison Square Annual Chicken show. He expects 
his rooster “Dick” to take first prize as he has done in all Poultry 
shows around Washington this year. 

[Friday Jany 26/23] Wrote Harold a letter in answer to his letter 
giving me a detailed statement of his loss of nearly 40,000.00 on 
his selling 400 shares of the Mexican Petrolium Oil Co. stock. He 
has worried himself sick over it. I cannot understand why he ever 
did such a trick. It is against all his teachings of brokerage business. 
He was caught in a deliberately planned pinch and with stock held 
and controlled by one man Mr E L Doheny with exception of about 
18,000 shares. ... I secured the passage of the Bill authorizing 
building of Branch Banks of Federal Reserve Banks not exceeding 
cost of building power, exclusive of fixtures, furniture etc. This will 
allow the building of the Branch Bank at Salt Lake City. 

[Monday Jany 29/23] Attended a meeting of Appro Committee and 
the Army Appro Bill was agreed upon and ordered reported to 
Senate. Ernest and Martha decided today to get married and se- 
cured a license and went to Rockville, Md. accompanied by 
Martha’s mother and was married by a Methodist minister. They 
decided they did not want a wedding reception. They will no doubt 
be married in the Temple when they go home. Mrs. Gearing, 
Martha’s mother, wanted her married before leaving home. Ernest 
did not tell mama his intention until the ceremony took place. In 
the evening Allie and I attended the dinner given by Hon. Herbert 
Hoover, Postmaster Weeks and wife, Sen 8c Mrs Townsend’’ were 
among them present. 

[Tuesday Jany 30/23] Attended a meeting of the Appropriations 
Com and the Senate session during the afternoon. I have the grip. 
Every bone in me aches and my eyes bloodshot and sore. I did not 
go to bed as the doctor advises. I cannot well do so for so many 
things are pressing. 

[Thursday Fehy 1/23] ... At 4 oclock the Foreign War Debt Com- 
mission met with the British Ambassador Geddes and listened to 


6 Republican senator Charles Elroy Townsend (1856-1924) of Michigan was re- 
cently defeated seeking reclection and left office on 3 March 1923. 
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his report of the instructions he received from his Government 
relative to the acceptance of our offer of settlement. He again sub- 
mitted the question before submitted by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
checquer and we told the Ambassador we would take them under 
consideration and give him a final answer at 3.30 p m tomorrow. 
After the Ambassador left we did agree to give England an option 
to refund 1/2 of the Interest for the 1st five years. We discussed 
the form of legislation necessary and the payments to be made on 
the Principle. I consider the settlement as wonderful achievement 
for our Government It will mean much to the economic conditions 
of the world. 

[Saturday Feby 3/23] I did not sleep much last night. Am not feeling 
as well today as I did yesterday. Held a conference at my office 
with Commissioner Spry, Congressman Colton and Leatherwood 
and McDonald the head of the U.S. Government Road Commis- 
sion or Bureaus and discussed the question of Charges against the 
State of Utah by the officials of the Lincoln Highway relative to 
the Wendover Road. The State accepted a donation of 
1 ,250,000.00 from certain individuals to assist in building a portion 
of the Lincoln Highway through Tooele County known as the 
Johnson pass under certain conditions and it developed later that 
the cost was almost prohibitive and the Wendover road was the 
cheapest and best and hence the dispute. We decided to prepare 
a letter and all sign it to the Governor of Utah letting our conclu- 
sions and asking to approve. . . . 

[Sunday Feby 1 1/23] Attended a meeting 1 1 .30. A large attendance. 
B. H. Roberts Pres of the Eastern States Mission was present and 
was the only speaker during the morning services. We had with us 
B H. Roberts and Elder Lee to dinner. Attended a meeting at 7.30 
P M. On arrival at the Hall we found it had been rented to another 
religious organization but we proceeded with our meeting for one 
hour. The speakers were Elder Lee and B H Roberts. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 1/23] ... I had an item for the Zion Park inserted 
carrying 133,000.00 and it was agreed to by the Senate. . . . 

[Friday Mar 2/23] ... I appeared before the Conferees in the De- 
ficiency Appropriation Bill and explained the Zion Park Item and 
there was opposition to it on account of it not being a deficiency 


527 



XV. 1923 


I admitted it was not a deficiency but explained how important it 
was to our State and the contemplated improvements resting upon 
this appropriation. . . . 

[Saturday Mar 10/23] ... I agreed with Cal O Laughlin' to organize 
ajoint Stock Land Bank here in Washington D C and have Harold 
R Smoot its Vice President if Harold wished to leave Salt Lake City. 
I requested the Chairman of the Federal Farm Loan Board to grant 

0 Laughlin a permit wherever he applies. 

[Sunday Mar 11/23] Attended a meeting at 11.30 and was the 
speaker. Went for a walk withjustice Sutherland. Met Cal O Laugh- 
lin and we discussed plans for organization of ajoint Stock Land 
Bank in Washington D.C. He told me his New York friends had 
told him to proceed. Harold R. Smoot to be Vice President if he 
wishes it. Had a large number of callers during the day and evening 
to tell us goodbye. 

[Monday Mar 12/23] I was long at the office until 4 oclock. When 

1 went home for dinner, left all correspondence answered. At- 
tended a meeting of the World War Debt Commission and com- 
pleted final draft of British Bond and agreement. It will be deliv- 
ered to the British Ambassador today. The Ambassador will cable 
it to London for approval. We made a settlement with Finland" on 
same terms granted to England. The amount to be reduced to 
9,000,000.00. We closed the Home and left the outside in charge 
of Robt Lambert and inside with Mat Cowley. . . 

[Thursday Mar 13/23] . . . We reached Salt Lake City at 2.30 P M. 
Harold, Alice, Geo A Smith, R R Lyman and others met us at the 
train. We went direct to the Hotel Utah where we will live while in 
Utah . . . 

[Friday Mar 16/23] . . . After dinner I attended a gathering of Utah 
people who had lived in Washington during the last 20 yrs. The 


7 John Callan O’Laughlin (1873-1949), reporter and Washington correspondent 
for the Chicago Tribune from 1905-14, was the author of With Roosevelt from the Jungle 
Through Europe. 

8 Finland’s war debt amounted to $8.28 million. 

9 Matthew Cowley was still working his way through school under Smoot’s 
employ. 
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reception held in honor of the Utah delegation. Held at the McE- 
wan home. I spoke to them. Dancing was the order of the evening. 
A very pleasant time was had by all present. 

[Sunday Mar 18/23] I took the 8.15 A M train “Electric” for Provo. 
Spent the day there, most of the time at the Bank discussing con- 
ditions of Bank and the Mines with C. E Loose. Loose very enthu- 
siastic over the building of the Steel plant between Provo and 
Springville. Thinks it means a great future for Provo. I attended 
meeting at the Provo First Ward and was the speaker. Most of the 
Congregation after services shook hands with me. Brownie at the 
close of the Services drove me to Salt Lake City. We arrived at 
Hotel at 10.30 PM.... 

[Tuesday Mar 20/23] . . . Held conferences all day long. Among 
them were Jas Pingree and brothers asking me to see U S Dist At- 
torney Morris 10 in behalf of James, Preston Richards, Mining dele- 
gation Mr J Bateman. I had dinner with the Relfs. It was a home 
cooked dinner I enjoyed it. Called on President Grant. He is wor- 
ried over what to do with the Consolidated Wagon & Machine Co. 
now in the hands of a receiver. Pres Grant is Pres of the Company. 

[Thursday Mar 22/23] . . . Attended weekly meeting of the Presi- 
dency and Quorum of the Twelve at the Temple at 10 oclock. I 
offered the opening prayer and Bro Widtsoe prayed in the circle. 
We did not adjourn until after 3 oclock. I made an extended report 
of conditions effecting the Foreign Debts owing the United States. 
Brownie filed his papers for compensation with Dr Black of the 
Veterans Bureau. . . . 

[Sunday Mar 23/23] I attended the Mount Ogden Stake Confer- 
ence held in the Stake House. ... At the close of the Afternoon 
session we attended a meeting of the High Council and gave them 
certain instructions. I suggested to the President of the Stake and 
Council that they form a prayer circle. I was surprised to learn they 
had never had one. . . 

[Monday Mar 26/23] This was a trying day. The telephone began 


10 Charles W. Morris, former secretary to Smoot. 

11 See note for diary entry 22 August 1909 regarding LDS prayer circles. 
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to ring for me at 8 oclock and continued until 6 P M. I had callers 
all day long. Sometimes as high as about one dozen waiting for a 
conference. All wanted assistance of some kind. . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 27/23] . . . went to the Temple to attend the Quar- 
terly meeting of the Quorum of the Twelve. All members present 
but David O McKay. I was the first speaker and was followed by 
each member of the Quorum. It was after six oclock before session 
adjourned. We had a fine lunch at the temple. The meeting was a 
very instructive one. . . . 

[Wednesday Mar 28/23] Held a conference with Pres Grant and Bp 
Nibley on the question of an examination by the Tariff Board at 
the request of President Harding on high price of sugar. It was 
decided that I leave here for Washington by end of this week to 
watch the interests of the producers of sugar and particularly the 
beet sugar. I wired the Tariff Board yesterday on the subject and 
sent a long telegram to President today denying that the Tariff rate 
was the cause. . . . Attended a reception at the home of Bro Bal- 
lard 1 ’ given by the wives of the Apostles to their husbands and the 
Presidency. . . . 

[Thursday Mar 29/23] Attended the weekly meeting of the Presi- 
dency and Twelve held at 10.30 until 3.30 in the Temple. Routine 
business attended to. Frank Emery called and told me of his feel- 
ings caused by the action of President Grant in the last election in 
defeating him and electing Harries sheriff of Salt Lake Co. He is 
worried over the effect it is having on his children. It has shaken 
their faith in the church. 

[Saturday Apr 7/23] Cold and disagreeable. Was busy at the office 
and departments until 6 oclock. Discussed reclamation projects 
with Commissioner Spry. I am going to demand of the Secy of the 
Interior that the Provo-Weber River project in Utah be approved. 

[Tuesday Apr 10/23] Went to Dr. Heisers to have my teeth cleaned 
and he as usual found other work to do. ... At 1 1 oclock met with 
the Federal Reserve Board and presented the reasons why the 
Branch Bank at Salt Lake City should be built as soon as possible 


12 Apostle Melvin J. Ballard (1873-1939). This was a quarterly social activity. 
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and not fall under the order of the Secy of the Treasury that no 
more bank buildings be erected until the present building boom 
is passed. I convinced them that the Bank building should be be- 
gun at once and they will so order it. I went to the Naval Hospital 
and had x-rays taken of my back and an examination of my urine 
made. . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 1 1/23] . . . Held a conference with President Hard- 
ing . . . He told me he intended to leave Washington for his West- 
ern and Alaska trip about June 20 and would stop over at Salt Lake 
City for one day. He thought he would be there June 25. We dis- 
cussed briefly what his speech at Salt Lake should cover. His vaca- 
tion has done him a world of good. The doctor at the Naval Hos- 
pital reported to me the x-ray shows no defect whatever in the 
bones of my back and my urine was normal. The sore spot in my 
back is caused by some strain. I think I did it playing handball with 
the bath room doctor about 2 months ago . . . 

[Friday Apr 13/23] I told Walter Monson he could sell my home 
for $60,000.00. Allie not well enough to longer care for and keep 
it up. I attended a conference with the Secy of the Interior Judge 
Finney Asst. Secy, Commissioner Spry on the subject of the devel- 
opment of the Provo-Weber Reclamation Project at a cost of ap- 
proximately 10,000,000.00. 1 told them Utah was very much dissat- 
isfied with the distribution of Reclamation funds and I demanded 
that the Provo-Weber Project be approved and if not I was going 
to find some way to bring it about. I had made no demands in the 
past but from now on Utah was going to have her rights. Gov 
Davis” and party will visit Utah next month to make an investiga- 
tion. Had Henry Gardner appointed a special examiner of Recla- 
mation Projects. 

[Sunday Apr 15/23] It was so cold last night that I got but little 
sleep. The house was damp and cold and I had no fire as we had 
cleaned furnace when we left for home. Attended church at 
11.30. So cold in church that I had to wear my overcoat. Not 
many present. . . . 


13 Governor Arthur Powell Davis, a former U.S. Reclamation Service director 
and nephew of Major John Wesley Powell. 
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[Monday April 16/23] The Foreign War Debt Com met at 9.30. All 
members present. No word from the British Government about 
the bonds in settlement of their debt. We decided to wait a little 
longer before taking any further action. Received word from the 
Czechs that they would send representatives to arrange a settle- 
ment of their indebtedness arriving here about April 27th. 14 It was 
decided to hold a meeting of the Commission Monday April 30th 
for the purpose of reaching an agreement with them. This will pre- 
vent me leaving for home until after that date . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 17/23] Received a telegram from Zella that made me 
sick. It was a[s] follows: “My domestic affairs are such that I need 
you daddy. If possible come to me at the earliest possible date 
Love[,] your Zell.” Answered as follows: Telegram received must 
attend meeting here April thirtieth unless it is absolutely necessary 
for me to come to you before. Have wired Mama to call you. Shall 
I telephone you or Harold or the Bishopf?] Be brave and your af- 
fairs will be settled upon my return. Love and God bless you. My 
back is no better . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 18/23] The President is thinking of visiting the 
Grand Canyon of the Colorado [River] and some of the National 
Parks in Utah and asked me to figure out trip and time it would 
take. I will do so and let him know . . . 

[Thursday Apr 19/23] Received telegram from Mama stating Zella 
was expecting to be confined any hour. She did not want me to 
take up Zella’s domestic affairs with Bp Nibley until after I have 
had a conference with Zella . . . 

[Friday Apr 20/23] ... At 3.30 was with the President and we went 
over in detail the route and time it will take to visit Cedar Breaks, 
Bryce Canyon, Zion Park and the Grand Canyon of the Colorado. 
I told him I would arrange all details to care for his party of forty 
and make the trip in five days. He will let me know next week. I 
will also have Blanchard 1 ’ show the colored pictures and give his 
lecture at the White House next week . . . 
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13 Probably Clarence J. Blanchard of the Bureau of Reclamation. 
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[Friday Apr 27/23] . . . Received a letter from Zella telling me she 
did not want me to say anything about Carlyle to his father until 
after she had seen me. She is expecting to be confined any day. 

[Monday Apr 30/23] . . . Held a conference with Undersecy Treas- 
ury Gilbert and Director of the Mint on question of the allocation 
of Silver purchase by the Government under the Pittman Act. "' I 
also asked them to take care of the Tintic Milling Co and the 
Knight mill of Mammoth. I took dinner with President and Mrs 
Harding and following dinner as I had arranged we saw the pic- 
tures of Zion National Park and Bryce Canyon presented by Mr. 
Blanchard of the Reclamation Service in the East room. They were 
enjoyed by all present. 

[Monday May 7/23] A perfect day. Washington is beautiful. I was 
up early and packed ready to leave for home at 6.50 P M. Called 
to see the President about plans for his reception on his visit at 
Salt Lake City. He will wire me definite instructions sometime this 
week. He stated that no matter what route was finally agreed upon 
it would include 2 days in Utah. Was told today that if I would go 
to Europe on the initial trip of the Leviathon sailing July 4th I 
would be given an elegant room and bath. Room 480 going and 
307 returning. I will go if Allie is well enough. Dr Morgan told me 
today he thought it would do her good . . . 

[Wednesday May 9/23] ... At Cheyenne Wyoming the conductor 
handed me a telegram from Carlyle Nibley advising me Zella was 
confined today at one oclock. It was a boy and both mother and 
baby doing fine. Zella will be disappointed for she was counting 
on a baby girl. 

[Monday May 14/23] ... I held a conference with C E Loose and 
told him I thought a great deal of money had been wasted in the 
development work at the Iron King. We are a long ways from find- 
ing the ore and heavily in debt. I visited the new steel plant loca- 
tion. About 200 men employed in getting rounds in shape. Some 
of the machinery is on the ground. Met the men in charge of the 
work. Decided to remain in Provo over night . . . 


16 Senator Key Pittman of Nevada authored the Pittman Act in 1918 to ensure 
that silver miners received a minimum of $1 an ounce. 
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[Wednesday May 16/23] I advanced $5,000.00 to Ernest W Smoot. 
He has been so unwise in expenditure of money. He tells me it will 
take this sum to pay his debts. I wrote him a letter about same 
today. The Young Mens Republican club held a social in my honor 
this evening at the Hotel Utah. A large gathering. Good music. I 
spoke for 3/4 hours. A very attentive and enthusiastic audience. 
It was a success. Spoke at the Temple at 8 oclock A M. 

[Thursday May 17/23] Attended the meeting at the Temple at 10 
oclock. It lasted until 3 oclock. Among other things decided it was 
agreed that certain changes in the Latter day Saints garments will 
be allowed. They were as follows: Buttons instead of strings, no 
collar; sleeves above the elbow and few inches below the knee and 
a change in the crotch so as to cover the same. George A Smith 
and Jos F Smithjr were opposed to the change. This action will be 
approved especially by the women . . . 

[Sunday May 20/23] Allie and I left for Los Angeles California at 
8.50 A.M. We had the drawing room[.] Harold helped us off. Not 
many on the train. Very warm during the afternoon. Train on time 
most of the day. R R Lyman on same train to Los Angeles to attend 
a meeting of Boy Scout officials and ordain three new Bishops in 
the California mission. 

[Tuesday May 22/23] Beautiful morning. My back not quite so well 
as yesterday but decided to go with the Bishop to the golf links and 
play. We left about 9.30 and played at Brentwood. I do not par- 
ticularly care for the game. Might if I played regularly and learned 
how to putt. Had a number of callers and requests to speak. I have 
made up my mind to do no speaking on this trip. Stanley Baldwin 
was made Premier of England today. A splendid appointment. 

[Wednesday May 23/23] l cabled Premier Baldwin as follows: Hearty 
congratulations. Successful administration is wish of your friend. 
I commended him in an interview today. I received a telegram 
from A D Laskar Chairman Shipping Board as follows: “Intensely 
anxious you go on Levialhons maiden trip without fail. The night 
of July twelfth the Pilgrims Society the big American Organization 
in London is giving a mammoth dinner to celebrate the arrival of 
the Leviathon. Ambassador Harvey is anxious to have you as one 
of the chief speakers believing you can peculiarly serve at this time 
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because of your position on the Debt Commission. We must cable 
Britain the list of speakers. Kindly wire me your assurance re- 
gards.” I wired him as follows: “Will make plans to go on Le- 
viathon’s maiden trip and be pleased to speak on the night of July 
12th at dinner to be given by the Pilgrims Society.” . . . Bought a 
pair of golf shoes and golf hat. Returned to Ocean Park and fol- 
lowing dinner Harold S Anderson called and he and wife, Bp and 
Mrs Nibley, Allie and myself drove to Hollywood and saw the won- 
derful picture “The Covered Wagon.” It was the best moving pic- 
ture I ever have seen. We all enjoyed it immensely. I could not help 
but think of the trials of my father and mother in crossing the 
plains . . . 

[Thursday May 24/23] This morning Bp Nibley and I went to the 
California golf links and played fifteen holes. The course is a poor 
one, not well kept. I wore my new golf shoes but they nearly killed 
me. Skinned my heel and left foot instep until I could hardly walk. 
Went into Los Angeles and attended to some business and re- 
turned to Ocean Park in time for dinner. Went to bed early after 
dressing my sore feet . . . 

[Friday May 25/23] 1 telephoned Mr. Arnold 1 ' at Los Angeles I 
could not attend the reception to be given Congressman 
Fredericks" tonight. I did not feel very well and my feet were pain- 
ing me. Still I went with Bp. Nibley to the Los Angeles golf links 
and played 12 holes with him. . . . We went to Los Angeles after 
the game [and] with Harold S. Anderson called upon Mr. Robin- 
son" of 1st Nat Bank. Had a pleasant interview. He asked me to 
visit the harbor next Tuesday following lunch with himself. Mr. 
Chandler 20 of the Los Angeles Times and Frank Flint and I ac- 
cepted the invitation. . . . awful tired and went to bed early. 

[Saturday May 26/23] Answered a number of telegrams and letters 
before going with Bp Nibley to the Los Angeles golf links. Am still 
lame from wearing the golf shoes. A man[— ]Moore the cement 


17 Ralph Arnold was an engineer and geologist. 

18 Republican representative John Donnan Fredericks (1869-1945) of California. 

19 Henry M. Robinson, president, First National Bank of Los Angeles. 

20 Harry Chandler, publisher, Los Angeles Times. 
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man[— ]joined us in a 12 hole golf game. We had lunch at the club 
then drove into the city. Harold S Anderson asked me to let 
Brownie come to Los Angeles and go in business with him. I told 
him I had no objections and if Brownie wanted to do so I would 
give him the 5,000.00 stock in the company . . . 

[Tuesday May 29/23] . . . Arrived at our Hotel at 6.30 P M. Had a 
wonderful day. Decided it would be very unwise to take Allie to 
England and she agreed with me. Her health is not such to safely 
allow it. Decided I would leave for home next Sunday. 

[Tuesday June 5/23] . . . Called on President Penrose and Ivins and 
we talked about my trip to Europe. They both want me to be sure 
and go. Allie has decided it is too dangerous for her to go on ac- 
count of her health. 

[Wednesday June 6/23] ... I told Brownie I had taken 5,000.00 of 
the capital stock of the Pacific Provision Co and H S Anderson 
wanted him to go to Los Angeles and take a position of assistant 
at a salary to begin with of $60.00 per week and if he would I would 
give him some stock. He refused to go. I went through all the notes 
of the Provo Coml & Savings Bank. I am going to call a special 
meeting of the Directors and I shall insist upon some changes be- 
ing made in excessive loans. I was rather blue over conditions as I 
found them. Was tired and rather discouraged. My old home is in 
a horrible condition but I cannot do nothing with it so long as 
Brownie lives in it . . . 

[Thursday June 7/23] ... At the meeting the 1st Presidency and 1 1 
of the Quorum of Twelve were present. I prayed in the circle and 
offered the prayer on the Water as today was the Thursday and 
Sacrament is administered. It was 3.30 before adjournment. It was 
decided that Dr Widtsoe 21 and myself go to Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark and try and secure the repeal of the law in each one of 
these countries prohibiting Mormon missionaries from entering 
those countries. We will sail on the Leviathon on July 4th. 

[Friday June 8/23] Received a telegram from the President [Hard- 


21 John A. Widtsoe, born and converted to the church in Norway, was delighted 
to return to Europe. 
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ing] that he would be pleased to play a game of golf during the day 
of his arrival June 26th. I will arrange the program of the day with 
that in view. Will call a number of leading men together next week 
to agree upon program for the President’s visit. I get so tired meet- 
ing people. They come on questions of the most trivial character. 
About 100 some days. Held a meeting with the Governor 22 as he 
telephoned me he had called a meeting for Monday at 10 oclock 
to consider program for entertaining the President. He sent his 
car for me and it soon developed he was sore at my taking the 
initiative in making arrangements for the President’s entertain- 
ment. I told him I had done nothing nor promised nothing but 
what I was asked by the President. I was going to hold the meeting 
I called no matter what action he might take. I never intended to 
ignore him and I recognized he was Governor but I was U S Sena- 
tor and had made the arrangements for the President’s visit. He 
accepted my position and agreed to attend the meeting called for 
next Monday . . . 

[Saturday June 9/23] Governor Mabey called for me at 8.30 A M. 
We drove to Provo arriving there at 10 oclock. In the Auto that 
lead the parade were Gov Mabey. C E Loose and myself. The town 
was filled with people from nearly every section of the State. The 
Parade was the largest I ever witnessed in Provo. Decorations were 
fine and the spirit of optimism prevailed on all sides. We drove 
after the Provo parade to Springville but few followed. Returned 
[to] the Steel plant grounds at 12 oclock. The crowd was fed with 
roasted beef sandwiches. The speakers were introduced by E S 
Hinkley" ' and were Thos Pierpont, Mr Rains of the Columbia Steel 
Co., Gov Mabey, Mr Peck of the Union Pacific Ry and myself. A 
very enthusiastic crowd . . . 

[Tuesday June 12/23] ... I held a conference with W. J. Knight 
and Eugene Allen about consolidation of the Knight Trust and 
Savings Bank and Provo Coml 8c Savings Bk. Both were in favor 
of it and WJK reported his mother was also. I told them I would 


22 Governor Charles R. Mabey. 

2S Edwin Smith Hinckley (1868-1929), close friend of Smoot, dean of Brigham 
Young Academy’s Normal School, and counselor to school president George Brim- 
hall. 
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be in Provo tomorrow and I would discuss it with C E Loose and 
Jos T Farrer of the Provo Coml and Savings Bank. I would favor 
the consolidation. 24 

[Wednesday June 13/23] . . . Discussed question of consolidation of 
the Banks with Loose and Farrer and they left the question for me 
to decide. In the afternoon I met with W J Knight and told him 
the consolidation was agreeable. We discussed officers and follow- 
ing was tentatively agreed upon. President, Reed Smoot, 1st Vice 
President, W J Knight, 2nd Vice President, C E Loose, Cashier, 
Eugene Allen, asst Cashier, Jos T Farrer. We agreed to meet next 
Tuesday to go over the notes of both banks with a view of arriving 
at the value of each bank . . . 

[Thursday June 14/23] Was busy with callers until 10 oclock and 
then I went to meeting of Presidency and Quorum at the Temple. 
Besides routine business Pres Grant reported his efforts towards 
the reorganization of the Consolidation Wagon Co and get it out 
of the hands of the Receiver. He wanted the church to loan him 
50,000.00 payable 5,000.00 annually until paid so he could take 
that amount of the proposed issue of Preferred Stock to the 
amount of $800,000.00 the amount deemed necessary' to save the 
business. He too gave the stock as security. He suggested his 
brother Fred and Geo Snow as managers. I stated it was unwise to 
put either of them in such a position they were not fitted for the 
responsibilities and would make a failure. Needed the best men 
that could be found and salary was a second consideration. I was 
willing the church should lend him the money but I doubted the 
wisdom of his proposition. The Presidency decided finally to allow 
Dr. John A. Widtsoe to go with me to Europe leaving July 4th on 
the Leviathan. Telegraphed A D Laskar of Shipping Board asking 
that he be allowed to share my stateroom as Allie was not well 
enough to make the trip. Sen[t] my check for 5,000.00 to pay for 
. . . stock of the Pacific Provision Co. of Los Angeles. I sold Liberty 
bonds to meet the same. 

[Saturday June 16/23] Had a great many callers. At 10.30 A M the 


24 It will be recalled that the late Jesse Knight opened Knight Trust and Savings 
over Smoot's strenuous objection. 
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Governor’s car called for me driven by LaMar Nelson. We went 
direct to the Government Aviation Field. Wind was blowing a gale. 
I dressed for an airplane ride to Logan. The newspaper had report- 
ers to see me off. All took photos of me in the flying suit. Col. 
Knudson of the U S Army was present to see me hop off. Capt. 
George operated the plane. We started at 11 oclock. Had wind all 
the way. We landed at a field east of Hyrum at 11.50. Making the 
trip in 50 minutes. We [flew] north of Logan and returned over 
the City and then to Hyrum for landing. The view was a wonderful 
one both of the valley and the mountains. 1 was met at the landing 
field by about one dozen leading citizens of Logan. We had photos 
taken. . . . 

[Monday June 18/23] Was busy preparing for European trip. Held 
a conference with Dr John A Widtsoe who will accompany me. 
Told him what papers to get together and I wanted him to handle 
all the money necessary for the trip and keep account of same. 
That we would leave here June 28th, he to go direct to New York 
and see after luggage &elc and 1 would stop at Washington D C to 
get letters from the President and Secy of State Chas E Hughes 
and the passports . . . 

[Wednesday June 20/23] Among the morning callers was Mat 
Browning in behalf of his son who is charged with murder in the 
2nd Degree and the charge not satisfactory to the County Attorney 
and is undertaking to have case opened again before a Precinct 
Judge. He recited to me the facts leading up to the murder. I told 
him I would see Chas W Morris U S District Atty and perhaps he 
could do something with County atty to leave case as at present. I 
did so later in the day . . . 

[Thursday June 21/23] ... At 10 oclock I went to the temple and 
attended the weekly meeting of the Presiding and Twelve. I had to 
leave at 2 oclock P M to attend a meeting of General Committee 
on Entertainment of the President at the Governor’s office. ... I 
worked hard to get the President to consent to visit Zion National 
Park and was disappointed when the report was made to me that 
the roads were in a horrible condition, dust hub deep and would 
require [more time for] the trip and allow only one hour in the 
Park in the middle of the day. It was this report that caused me to 
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cancel the trip and arrange to visit American Fork Canyon. Utah 
Copper Mine 8cc. 

[Monday June 25/23] Met Ariel Cardon and Chloe and I discussed 
the affairs of the Logan Land & Drainage Co with Ariel. He still 
has faith the Co will come out alright in the end. His faith is greater 
than mine."’ Worked all day long and up to nearly midnight in 
checking up every detail for the Reception of President Harding 
tomorrow. I am satisfied we have things well in hand. Have a great 
call for tickets to the meeting in the Tabernacle tomorrow night. 
Was so tired I could not get to sleep. 

[Tuesday June 26/23] About seventeen Autos left Salt Lake City at 
6.30 A.M. to meet the President and party on arrival there at 8.30. 
I rode in the Auto with Sen and Mrs King. A beautiful morning. 
. . . Traveling through Ogden and Davis Cos gave the President a 
wonderful view of lakes, valley and mountains. We were greeted 
all along the route. Every house in Davis Co had a flag flying. We 
arrived in Salt Lake City at 1 1 oclock. The city never had so many 
people in it. It is estimated 100,000 people greeted the President 
along the line of march. . . . After lunch we drove around the State 
capitol, along the high line drive to the Country Club golf course. 
The President and Heber J Grant played against Jay Johnson and 
Mr Miller, [head] of the Club. The two Presidents won. I walked 
around with the players. Attended an organ recital given to the 
President’s party, it was grand. I presided at the evening meeting. 
I was given a great ovation as I rose to call the meeting to order. 
A great meeting. Appreciated by the President. Went with the 
President and Mrs Harding to see the Church office building fol- 
lowing the rally and then to the U P Depot and left on President’s 
train for Cedar City. A wonderful day and appreciated by all. 

[Wednesday June 27/23] I had breakfast with the President. He ex- 
pressed many times during the day his appreciation of the Recep- 
tion given him by the people of Utah and the way the crowds were 
handled. We arrived at Cedar City exactly on time 8 AM. The 
President’s train was the first passenger train ever entering Cedar 


25 Smoot was prescient on this matter. Within fifteen years he would be forced 
to cover losses of $70,000. 
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City. A great crowd of people were assembled to greet him. Autos 
were all ready to leave for Zion National Park. I rode with the Presi- 
dent and Mrs Harding. The road was in fair shape. About 200 men 
had worked for days on the road repairing it without compensa- 
tion. There was very little dust ... We left Cedar City by special 
train a few minutes after 9 PM. Had dinner with the President 8c 
Mrs Harding. Others present were President & Mrs H J Grant, Gov 
and Mrs Mabey, Genl Mac Alexander, Gov and Mrs. Spry. Went 
to bed following dinner. I was very tired but happy the trip to the 
Canyon was over without one accident and everyone feeling 
happy. 

[Saturday June 30/23] Arrived in Chicago at 8.30 A M. Was met at 
the Depot by five or six newspaper reporters. Gave them an inter- 
view. They all were interested in knowing my views about Henry 
Ford’s candidacy for the Presidency. I gave it as my opinion he 
never would be President of the United States . . . 2<l 

[Monday July 2/23] . . . Arranged for Steamer tickets and passports 
for myself and Dr. John a Widtsoe who accompanies me on my 
trip. Called and obtained special letters from Pres Harding and 
Secy of State. Secy Hughes gave me an account of the difficulty he 
was having with foreign countries, especially England on account 
of the recent ruling of the Supreme Court on the Volstead Prohi- 
bition Act. 27 He wants me to know what had been done and our 
position on the question . . . 

[Wednesday July 4/23] . . . The Pier was crowded with people and 
before the Boat sailed at 1 1 oclock every street near or approach- 
ing the Pier was crowded. All wanted to see the great ship Levia- 
than leave on her first trip. The air was filled with Aeroplanes and 
the Harbor with crafts of all kinds. ... I had to stand for moving 
picture machines and cameras of all kinds. Alone and with others 


[Thursday July 5/23] . . . [On board] I had many callers during the 


26 Henry Ford had always had political notions. He ran unsuccessfully for sena- 
tor from Michigan in 1918. 

27 This act allowed for greater enforcement of the Eighteenth Amendment (Pro- 
hibition), which had become law in 1919. 
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day and was introduced to many people . . . Had many conversa- 
tions during the day. Explained Mormonism a number of times to 
leading citizens abroad. Told the story of mother’s conversion and 
life to Mrs Dunlap a newspaper woman. In the evening the moving 
picture called “Little old New York” was in the Social Hall. It was 
the story of the building the 1st steamship by Fulton. It was well 
received. After the movie Mr A D Lasker asked me to meet Mr 
George Loremer of the Saturday Evening Post and his wife. We 
had a very pleasant visit for over an hour and we were then joined 
by Mr & Mrs David Lawrence . . . 

[Friday July 6/23] . . . Had an hours visit with Justice Geo Suther- 
land. He recited to me the inside history of the decision of the 
Supreme Court on the question of foreign vessels bringing liquor 
into this country. The decision that has caused so much trouble 
for our State Dept and disapproved of by a great part of the Ameri- 
can people . . . 

[Wednesday July 11/23] . . . Dr. Widtsoe and I walked around the 
Southampton docks before breakfast, which took place this morn- 
ing at 7 oclock in order to allow time to get baggage examined and 
ready for the special train which left for London at 9. 1 5 A M. Widt- 
soe and I had our trunks checked to the Hyde Park Hotel with the 
assurance they would be delivered within one hour after arrival. 
We arrived at Waterloo Station London near noon. Bro Wright 
and the son 8 of John Widtsoe met us at the Station ... I waited 
for the trunks until 3.30 P M and then made a move to find where 
they were. Went to the Hyde Park Hotel and the officials there 
tried to locate them but to no avail. I had no suit outside of my 
trunk other than my summer suit I was wearing and I had to speak 
at the Pilgrims Dinner, Victory Hotel at 7.30 P M. I saw Mr 
Thompson of New Orleans was in the Hotel and 1 telephoned him 
asking if he had a dress suit I could borrow and he said he did and 
I could have it if I could wear it. He sent it down but had no white 
vest. The coat was so tight I could hardly wear it as were the pants 
but I had to use them or not go to the dinner and that would never 
do. I just had time to dress and reach the Hotel in time. Many 
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present had a good laugh at my explanation of the suit I was wear- 
ing . . . The speeches of Sutherland and myself brought forth great 
cheers. I was very happy in my remarks and received many con- 
gratulations at the close of the dinner . . . 

[Thursday July 12/23] . . . Met ... a large number of American busi- 
nessmen and all expressed great delight at hearing me speak last 
night and thought it was the speech of the evening. Wanted to 
arrange a dinner in my honor but I could not agree until I had at 
least seen Prime Minister Baldwin.’ 9 We visited the House of Com- 
mons. . . . Gave an interview to a reporter of the London Daily 
Express defending the Mormon Church and people and answering 
the false statements printed about the same. The Daily Express has 
printed some very nasty articles. The reporter promised my inter- 
view should be published. I hope he will not garble it, and if he 
does not it will do a great deal of good. 

[Friday Jidy 13/23] The Daily Express published an interview with 
me but not as I gave it but fair in the Main. It made me say at no 
time was there more than 20% of the Mormon people polygamists 
instead of 2% . . . 

[Saturday July 14/23] In checking up the time it will take to visit 
Norway, Sweden, and Denmark I have decided we must go direct 
to those countries and not to Paris and Munich as I contemplated. 
I must tend to the Church work first. If we have any time after our 
work is done in the Scandinavian Countries we will visit others but 
it now looks as that will not be possible ... I must sail for home 
on August 7th. .. . Dr Widtsoe went out sightseeing with his son. 
David O. McKay met us at the Hotel. We had dinner together and 
all went to the theatre to see Henry Ainley in Oliver Cromwell by 
John Drinkwater at His Magesty’s Theatre. Very few present. Well 
played. I take it the English people do not care much for the play. 

[Sunday July 15/23] . . . After breakfast D. O. McKay called and 
with him Bro Widtsoe and I took the Underground Ry for Deseret 


29 The Conservatives had taken office at the end of 1922 with Bonar Law as 
prime minister, but, with Law’s surprise resignation in 1923, Stanley Baldwin became 
prime minister. Smoot dealt with Baldwin previously as a member of the World War 
Debt Commission. 
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the headquarters of the Church. We found there some 80 odd mis- 
sionaries called to London by Bro McKay for a Conference. Meet- 
ing was started promptly at 1 1 .30 A.M. Speakers were Widtsoe and 
myself. Met what few members of the church [were] present be- 
tween morning services and afternoon. Lunch was served to all the 
Missionaries and Saints present. The afternoon services began at 
2.30 P.M. A few more present than during morning. The speakers 
were D O McKay, pres of the Mission and Bro Widtsoe. A very 
good meeting . . . 

[Monday July 16/23] . . . Drove direct to 37/39 Oxford Street to 
meet Mr R J Pugh 30 who married one of the Tout girls and was a 
member of our church. He was converted some years ago. Is a very 
bright businessman, well thought of and very prosperous finan- 
cially. He is with the First National Film Co. We left his place of 
business as soon as possible and drove in his Auto about eighteen 
miles in the country to the Home of Lord Beaverbrook the owner 
of the London Express. The appointment was made by Pugh. Lord 
Beaverbrooks home is a most beautiful one, no prettier view can 
be imagined. The grounds wonderful. We sat out under the trees 
and discussed the Ruhr situation and Baldwins statement, Ameri- 
can politics, English politics &c. He thinks Baldwin’s statement was 
a weak one and not satisfactory to the English people, he thinks 
Lloyd George will again be Prime Minister of England and Bald- 
win’s term short. He claims the English people want action not 
words. He was not satisfied with the settlement made with America 
by Baldwin and claims the English people were greatly disappoin- 
ted. . . . On leaving he wanted me to be sure and return to England 
before going home as he wanted to give me a dinner and would 
have Lloyd George present as he wanted us to meet. I told him 1 
would cable if it were possible to do so. I did not have much time 
to spend with Sir Edward Houlton. He is among the richest men 
of England. His grounds the most beautiful I am told by Beaver- 
brook. I enjoyed my short visit with him. He is not as bright as 
Beaverbrook but a very level headed Englishman. He also controls 
a number of London newspapers. In my conversation with Lord 

30 Ralph J. Pugh was influential in the British film industry and helped Smoot 
interdict anti-Mormon films. 
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Beaverbrook the question of the Express publishing bitter attacks 
on the Mormon Church came up and he told me he had become 
convinced that the attacks were unjust and upon my assuring him 
they were he told me they would not occur again . . . 

[Tuesday July 17/23] . . . We arrived at Hamburg 30 minutes late. 
Had only 25 minutes to make transfer to train for Denmark. We 
discovered our trunks did not arrive on first section or that is what 
we were told and we decided it was unsafe to go on without them 
so we remained over stopping at the Lloyd Hotel. We were charged 

520.000 marks for the night and 65,000 marks for beefsteak and 

20.000 marks for ice water &c. We walked about town after dinner. 
The city looks prosperous and very clean. I gave 120,000 mark tip 
as I had no paper marks and had to give 2 1/2 shilling pieces . . . 

[Wednesday July 18/23] . . . On passing out of Germany into Den- 
mark before our train was run on the boat to cross the Baltic Sea 
all passengers but myself were examined as to object of this visit 
and the amount of money they had with them. Dr Widtsoe got into 
trouble as they claimed he had too much money and was going to 
take it away from him. When he stated he was with me the officers 
changed their minds and let him go. In many cases they search the 
passengers . . . 

[Thursday July 19/23] . . . After breakfast we held a conference with 
President of the Mission Bro Hanson. * 1 He tells us our Missionaries 
have no trouble in getting their passports extended and no trouble 
in getting them visaed. We only have eight missionaries in Den- 
mark. Mission in poor condition. Headquarters back of a saloon 
and too large for the number of members of the church. I wish 
they had a better location and a modern church building. David 
O McKay will be here tomorrow morning instead of this morning 
. . . Mr Ole Cavling of the newspaper . . . Politiken called and I 
spent 3/ 4 of an hour with him talking American politics and Mor- 
monism. I gave him a large number of books on Utah and what I 
had on Mormonism. He seemed to be a clever young man, had 
spent some time in America. He brought with him a photographer 
and took a picture of me for his paper the Politiken . . . 


31 J°hn S. Hansen. 
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[Friday July 20/23] The morning issue of the Poltilikan [sic] had a 
very fair account of my interview with Mr Ole Cavling yesterday. 
A good picture and it will help the Mormon Church notably in 
Denmark b[ut] in Sweden and Norway as well as the paper has a 
very large circulation in Denmark and considerable in both of the 
other countries and is copied from by many other papers. Pres 
David O McKay arrived this morning and called at the Hotel early. 
He and Bro Widtsoe were delighted with the interview and stated 
it was worth all the time and expense of the trip. Widtsoe, David 
O, and myself visited Church headquarters and examined it from 
basement to garret. It is in fair condition and kept clean but why 
do we also get in such poor locations and undesirable parts of the 
cities. I would like to sell the property and build a modern church 
building in a good location of the city and give people a chance to 
attend our services and our own members a place where they are 
not ashamed to ask friends not of our church. Some day this pre- 
sent policy will be exchanged and the sooner the better. We then 
called on Mr Prince the American Minister. . . . He telephoned and 
learned both Ministers were out of the city and would not be back 
for several weeks but stated the best person to meet in Denmark 
was Count E Reventlow Director General and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and added that he was the brightest man in public life in 
Denmark. . . . We went to Cook’s to arrange for transportation 
from Copenhagen to Sweden, Norway and from there back to 
Paris via Munich, Germany. We could not get sleepers but took a 
chance on being able with as little money to get sleepers to Gote- 
borg which proved to be very agreeable to the Conductors. It 
seems about the only way you can get what you really need is by 
tipping, tipping, tipping from bottom to top. It is a cursed Euro- 
pean practice and steadily growing in America. . . . We talked over 
American politics, conditions in the Ruhr and World affairs and 
finally reached the troubles we were having in getting our Mission- 
aries into Denmark and I told the Count I had come all the way to 
have conditions changed. We talked over the present attitude of 
the Church as to polygamy and I gave him a history of polygamy 
in the church and conditions today and actions taken by the church 
and why regarding polygamy. He saw no reason why we should 
not be treated as all other church organizations and would do what 
he could to help to that end. He added that the Minister of Church 
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had full power to decide upon any policy and instruct Denmark’s 
representative in any Country to visae or not my passport. There 
is no law against Mormons entering Denmark but the Minister of 
church thinks there is no need of any more Ministers of the Gospel 
coming to Denmark, they are unnecessary, not only Mormons but 
other denominations as well. Denmark does not want people from 
any other country to enter as it is hard even now for Denmark to 
feed her own people and rents are high and almost impossible in 
Copenhagen to secure a place to live. It also developed that the 
National Church is dwindling in numbers every year. The Minister 
of Church is endeavoring to check the situation. Ten years ago the 
catholic Church did not have more than 1000 members in Copen- 
hagen but today have more than 20,000. The Lutheran Church 
seems to have lost its hold on the Scandinavian people and this is 
at the bottom of the objection to allowing our Elders to enter the 
Scandinavian Countries. The Count suggested that our men sent 
here be not called Missionaries but designated in some other man- 
ner. Missionary means in Scandinavian a Priest, giving his life to 
the Conversion of people to his faith and building up in a country 
a congregation of people over which to dominate even as against 
the Authorities of the country. This is not Mormonism as 1 ex- 
plained to him. The Count was most friendly and stated he would 
take the question up with die Minister of Church on his return. . 
We had a most pleasant and I believe profitable visit, so did Min- 
ister Prince. Prince spoke in the highest terms of our people he 
had met and introduced me as the most powerful U S Senator and 
a dear friend of President Harding . . . 

[Sunday / uly 22/23] We arrived at Stockholm at 8.20 A M. A beau- 
tiful clear morning. Was met at the train by a representative of our 
Minister and I had wired him to reserve rooms for us at first class 
hotel. The Minister could not meet us as he had accepted an invi- 
tation to go a boat ride for the day. . . . David O McKay and Dr 
Widtsoe went to our Church headquarters and had lunch with the 
President of the Conference. They later attended Sunday Services. 
It was thought best 1 should not attend as it might get in the paper 
and have some effect on what I want to accomplish tomorrow . . . 
We find all our Missionaries are in Sweden with proper passports, 
time for each having expired and refused to extend them made by 
the Government Representatives. They are here in violation of law. 
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I hate this way of doing and it might be if I press for a change 
tomorrow it may bring an immediate demand that all our Elders 
leave at once or go to jail. David O and Widtsoe discussed what 
action to take and David O is positive that we should have a show- 
down and if our elders are banished then demand that a Minister 
of each of the 23 Branches be allowed and appoint Elders from 
Utah as such Ministers. He thinks this can be done on the ground 
that local members cannot give all their time as Minister but the 
Elders can and will. It is a question in my mind how far I ought to 
go tomorrow in insisting upon passports of our elders being visaed 
by Swedish Counsuls. I know there is danger in pressing the ques- 
tion but present conditions are unbearable and I do not like our 
elders to be here or any other country unless allowed by law and 
agreeable to the Government regulations. I want everything open 
and above board . . . 

[Monday July 23/23] The first thing after breakfast with Widtsoe 
and David O McKay, I called on US Minister R W Bliss ... we had 
a conference with Minister Bliss and he called in the Charges’ De 
Affairs Mr Johnson. For over two hours we discussed the attitude 
of Swedish Government officials toward the Church Missionaries 
and plans to secure a hearing. Mr. Johnson presented to the Min- 
ister copies of correspondence between our State Dept, and Swed- 
ish Government also copies of orders issued by the Swedish Gov- 
ernment our church and laws under which the orders were issued. 
He promised to give me copies of the same. Bliss telephoned to 
Prime Minister Trygger and asked him to grant me an interview 
and it was agreed to time set for 3 P M. I have been very much 
worried over conditions. We have some 29 Missionaries in Sweden, 
all with Visas or passports long passed the time issued for and are 
here in violation of law. Some have been ordered to leave but have 
not done so. We advised our Minister of this fact. I had lunch with 
our Minister, Wife and a Mr Moore. With our Minister I met the 
Prime Minister of Sweden. Greetings were cordial. The Prime Min- 
ister had heard of me. We first discussed conditions in Sweden and 
at home. I then for 1/2 hour presented to him the present position 
of the Mormon Church, the difficulty we were having with the en- 
tering into Sweden of our Missionaries and that those in Sweden 
were here in some cases beyond the time allowed in their Visaed 
passports. I explained the attitude of the Church in polygamy. My 
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opinion of the Scandinavian people and their conditions in Utah. 
If ever I was blessed with a power of presentation of a case it was 
on this occasion. I wound up with the following statement. For the 
love I have of my Scandinavian mother, and upon my honor as a 
United States Senator I tell you the statements I have made regard- 
ing the Mormon people and Church are true. The Prime Minister 
answered immediately and said he believed what I had so well 
stated. I asked him to be sure and allow me to entertain him during 
his visit to America both in Washington and Utah. He thanked me 
for the invitation. I expressed a desire to see the Arch-Bishop and 
he stated he was out of the City but he would try and locate him 
and arrange an interview. He wanted me to be sure and tell the 
Archbishop just what I had told him and promised me if I failed 
to see him, he would tell him as near as possible what I had stated 
to him. The interview was a success. Our Minister complimented 
me on presentation of case. I know I was blessed in so doing . . . 

[Tuesday July 24/23] ... I met at my room reporters from five of 
the leading daily papers of Stockholm. We were in conference 
about one hour. Discussed many National questions and also Mor- 
monism. I congratulated the people of Sweden upon the excellent 
exhibition at the Goteborg Fair. The afternoon papers had a fair 
report of interview. Gave it front page with more than a column. 
Received word from Uppsala by phone that Archbishop Nathan 
Soderblom would be pleased to meet me at Uppsala tomorrow at 
12 oclock and wanted me to take lunch with him. ... I was pleased 
with the opportunity of meeting him for he has much to say as to 
the attitude of the Government toward other religions than the 
Lutheran church which is the National church . . . 

[Wednesday July 25/23] I left at 9.40 A M with Dr Widtsoe for 
Uppsala about 40 miles from Stockholm and we arrived a 10.42. 
We were met at the train by the son of Arch Bishop Soderblom 
and walked to the office of the ArchBishop and found him in con- 
ference with some five or six Presidents of Synods ... At lunch 
besides the family there were present Rev G A Bramdelle, Dr Widt- 
soe and myself. World conditions and particularly the German and 
French situation was discussed. He was delighted with my position 
on the question. Realized the grave danger the world was in. He 
wished me God speed and blessings. I discussed the Mormon ques- 
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tion with him and explained in detail the action taken by the 
church regarding future plural marriages. He seemed to be very 
much interested in my stoiy. 1 extended him an invitation to visit 
and speak in the Salt Lake Tabernacle and claimed the privilege 
of entertaining him and if I was in Washington I would see others 
did it . . . The Arch Bishop is a very bright man. Clean in appear- 
ance. Fine looking and highly educated. Our visit cannot help but 
do good . . . 

[Thursday Jidy 26/23] . . . We arrived at Christianias 32 on time 10.58 
AM... We called on the American Minister in the afternoon. 
Found him at home and a very pleasant and I judge a very active 
man. His name is Swenson. " He was born in Norway. A very close 
dear friend of the late Senator Kanute Nelson of Minn. He stated 
he would arrange meetings for me for tomorrow with the King, 
The Secy of State and The Secy of Education and Religion. He also 
asked me to lunch with him tomorrow . . . 

[Friday July 27/23] . . . With the American Minister I went to the 
King’s Palace arriving there at 1 1.15 A M. Our Minister returned 
to our [delegation and I was taken to meet his Majesty the King. 
On entering his office he greeted me with a smile and [I] greeted 
him with a bow and stated Your Majesty I greatly appreciate the 
privilege of meeting you. He replied our meeting gives me pleas- 
ure. I have often heard of your work in the United States Senate 
said the King. I expected a conference of 15 minutes but it lasted 
50 minutes. I told him of my mother’s conversion to Mormonism 
and her marriage to my father who was born in Kentucky. We dis- 
cussed business conditions in America and Norway. Economic 
conditions in the World and the effect upon same by the condi- 
tions existing in Germany. He sympathizes with France and ex- 
pressed the hope that the U S would insist upon Germany paying 
France every cent she was capable of paying. Expressed a wish that 
it might be possible for him to see America but did not think it 
would ever happen. I told him if it did I would be delighted to 
entertain him a part of the time while there. He wore a common 
grey tweed suit, soft collar and if I had met him on the street would 


32 Smoot had taken the train from Sweden to Norway. 

33 Lauritz Selmer Swenson. 
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have taken him to be a good type of' a Norwegian gentleman. The 
interview was a pleasant one. In his conversation he laughs a great 
deal . . . With the American Minister Mr Swenson I called on the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of Education and Re- 
ligion. I presented] to them both the treatment our missionaries 
were receiving by Norwegian Consuls refusing to Visa their pass- 
ports. I explained to them the churches attitude on Polygamy since 
the Manifesto and assured them the church sanctioned no more 
polygamist marriages. The Minister of Foreign Affairs asked me 
what I want in way of a change and I told him I wanted our mis- 
sionaries treated as others are treated coming to Norway. I wanted 
the missionaries now four in number to be allowed to serve their 
allowed time from 2 to 4 years out and visa passports for two men 
with their wives and six additional] missionaries. He stated that 
request seemed reasonable]. Our Minister backed me up in all my 
statements. He referred to the old law passed many years ago 
against the Mormon Church. I told him I did not think that ought 
to be enforced as conditions had completely changed since date 
of passage of the law. We will send copy of proceeding of the con- 
ference in 1907 approving of the discontinuance of polygamist 
marriages to our Minister and he will follow the question up with 
the hope of final success. I gave interviews to the papers. This was 
a very successful day. Our Minister had not seen a Mormon Elder, 
had not heard we were having trouble. He would have done any- 
thing in his power to assist us and will continue to so do. He was 
a great friend of Senator Nelson and received his appointment 
years ago through Sen Nelson’s influence. He knew of my work in 
the Senate and always had a great admiration for me. He did every- 
thing in his power to show his appreciation . . . 

[Saturday July 28/23] ... I took with me Dr. John A Widtsoe, Bro. 
Peterson (and wife) President of the Norwegian Conference. It was 
a beautiful day. We were told the distance to mother’s home was 
60 miles and we found it by traveling 65 miles but in our search 
for it we easily made the extra two miles. We had a hard time find- 
ing the place, must have enquired of at least 25 persons before 
reaching the place. I almost dispared of finding it as we had a lim- 
ited time. At last we found a man running a little store who knew 
where the home was located. We asked in every case for Brekke 
Gaard and that was the proper name of the place. We found Her- 
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man Brekke Grevick Onso Norway and wife with their five children 
at home. Herman Brekke is the son of my mother’s sister. My 
cousin. We were made welcome. He inquired about George and 
spoke of his visits to the old homestead. He wanted to know about 
mother’s brothers that went to Utah. He has erected a new house 
on the very foundation of the old home where mother was born. 
Showed me exactly where the bed on which mother was born 
stood. Took me over the land. Showed me the trees that were 
planted by my grandmother. I had a photo taken of the larger 
shade tree with me standing near it. Had several others taken and 
one at the entrance of the cowshed as it is just as it was when 
mother used to enter and milk the cows when a girl. It could not 
have been kept any dirtier in her day than at the present time. 
Herman was very proud of the fact that he had doubled the num- 
ber of cows from 3 to 6 and have from 1 to 2 left by the estate. I 
opened the door to cow shed that mother had opened so often. 
Lunch was prepared for us all. Consisted of milk, Rye bread, 
ground beef and goat milk cheese a little darker in color than the 
Rye bread. The house was spotless. All poorly clothed. Herman 
showed me an old photograph of mother taken by C R Savage 
when she was married or near that time. I recognized it at once. I 
am going to try and get it and if I do I will have an oil painting 
made of it. He showed me an old bible and in the back of it was 
written a message in her own handwriting, addressed to and read- 
ing as follows: 

Dear My Parents: Pray God for courage to accept the great 
truth contained in this book and now restored, so that rejected 
knowledge may not be a testimony against you on God’s great day to 
come. I pray God that on that great day we may be able to gather 
together in joy and happiness and that we might then be crowned to 
God’s glory, and that he may say to us all, come now my faithful 
children, you shall be rewarded for your labors. This matter, and my 
desire that you may know the truth, and accept, has made me shed, 
in secret, many burning tears, and they have been increased when I 
have thought of the ungodliness of mankind. The years are speeding 
on! The day is approaching when all must listen to the shepherd, and 
render obediance to His will or receive punishment. The Great King 
is coming to reign and to rule; sin and evil will be banished. May God 
grant that you may be among the worthy ones. My heart grows tender, 
when I think of these things. God give that all mankind may repent. 
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I shall pray to my heavenly Father that all who read these lines may 
comprehend the true purpose of the Holy Book, and may lay down 
the burden of sin. That which I have written is for all who may read 
these lines. I pray God to lead you into eternal life. 

Anne Kirstine Mauritz 

Daughter 

Drammen Sept 1st 1854. 

This letter was addressed to mother’s parents by her just 
before she left her home for Utah following the harsh treatment 
she had received at their hands because she accepted Mormonism. 
The letter was translated by Bro John A Widtsoe. 1 thanked God 
many many times during the day that Mother did accept Mormon- 
ism and had the courage to leave her home and all she held dear 
on earth and immigrate to Utah. God blessed her in so doing goes 
without saying. I had many thoughts come to me during the day 
and I did not sleep but very little during the night. Oh what a hard 
life these poor people live and what little they get out of life. 
Herman has eyes a great similar to Sister Ida’s. He has a family 
resemblance[.] His mother looks a great deal like mother. Herman 
is ready for an argument any moment. I handed him 20 Crowns 
for the girls. I shall never forget this day . . . 

[Sunday July 29/23 ] ... A number of Americans on the train going 
to Berlin. A Miss Thomas, School Teacher of Washington D C and 
companion. We had them to dinner with us. Dinner cost us $1.48 
[as] Marks were worth about 90 for 50,000. We arrived at Berlin 
on time and had 40 minutes to transfer from one depot to another. 
We made it alright. A great many people on the Streets but no 
disturbance. Train left Berlin on time. Sleepers were not very 
good. Awful tired. 

[Monday July 30/23] The train arrived at Munich at 10.30 A M on 
time. We were met by Harold Eldredge.™ Decided to go to the 
Continental Hotel. Had elegant rooms with a beautiful reception 
room. Rate 6,500,000 Marks a day. That does not mean much in 
American money . . . 

[Tuesday July 31/23] Harold Eldredge and I had breakfast at the 


34 A nephew of Smoot’s wife Alpha May (Allie) Eldredge. 
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Hotel and then went to Cooks to arrange for rail transportation 
to Paris. The Mark is 1,060,000 for $1.00 this morning. Called at 
the office of Consul General and Mr Lay [h]as telegraphed officials 
at Basel to arrange for a sleeper for myself and Dr. Widtsoe from 
Basel to Paris for tomorrow night. I wired Bro Widtsoe to meet 
me at Basel Thursday at 10.37 P.M. as I had decided to leave here 
Wednesday instead of Thursday. Bro Widtsoe is at Frankfurt look- 
ing up Books on Genealogy . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 1st/ 23] Prices on everything advances in Germany 
today. Railroad and streetcar fare, telegraph calls and goods of 
every description. The Mark is still falling. People restless and 
many of them sullen. Everyone struggling to get Marks out of their 
hands as quickly as received in any kind of property. A horrible 
condition of affairs. 

[Friday Aug 3/23] Had a poor nights rest. 3 ’ The first news received 
by me this morning was as I stepped off the elevator on my way to 
breakfast, that President Harding died at 7 oclock P M Thursday 
Aug 2nd at San Francisco. The report made me sick. I immediately 
took a cable for home of Ambassador Herrick' 1 ’ and on arrival 
found he had left a few moments before. His Secretary confirmed 
the report but I knew it was so as flag was at half mask. 1 then drove 
to the Government offices and shortly after arrival many Ameri- 
cans began to call for news about the President’s death. Among 
them Senator Harrold, 37 Ex Senator Dupont' 8 8c Charles Hilles. We 
prepared cablegrams for Mrs Harding and Vice President 
Coolidge. They were sent as soon as possible. In our cable to the 
Vice President “We thanked God that he was at the helm.” A short 
time later we met the Ambassador and Secy of Treasury Mellon. 
The Ambassador was to sail tomorrow for home and the advisabil- 
ity of doing so was discussed and we agreed he should go and per- 
haps could reach home in time to attend the funeral. The Presi- 
dent’s death has upset plans of many Americans. Regrets offered 
on all sides by Frenchmen. His death at this time is a calamity and 


35 Smoot was now in France. 

36 Myron T. Herrick. 

37 Republican senator John William Harreld (1872-1950) of Oklahoma. 

38 Republican senator Thomas Coleman Dupont (1863-1930) of Delaware. 
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unsettling for] World Affairs if it is possible for them to be more 
unsettled than at present. A great, wise and good man called home. 
One of my dearest friends . . . 11 

[Saturday Aug 4/23] A beautiful morning. I did not sleep much last 
night. I was so upset at the President’s death and was thinking what 
could be done to overcome it and what the effect was going to be 
politically. I was up shortly after 6 oclock. Took a walk around and 
through the cemetery. At times the markers of the graves looked 
white as snow and at a different angle a soft bluewhite. It is the 
intention of our Government to replace all wooden markers with 
ones made of marble. We started on our day’s journey at 8 oclock. 
Went all through the Verdun Battle fields. Saw the horrible deso- 
lation and some towns completely destroyed ... a remarkable day. 

[Monday Aug 6/23] . . . Major and Mrs Harbold went shopping with 
me and I purchased a diamond and Ruby bracelet for Allie. I paid 
$1,250.00 for it. This was the wholesale price. Allie is 60 yrs old 
today. Packed trunks and the Army people took them and [will] 
see that they are delivered on the Leviathan tomorrow at Cher- 
bourg and we will not have to look after them from now on . . . 

[Thursday Aug 9/23] The ocean as quiet as a Lake. Can hardly feel 
the boat move. I did not sleep much last night. I simply could not 
go to sleep. I was figuring in the future political situation and trying 
to settle my own mind as to the best course to follow. Tried to sleep 
during the day but could not . . . 

[Friday Aug 10/23] The ocean a little rough this morning but felt 
very little on the Leviathan. She is certainly a great boat. Today 
is to be observed as memorial day to honor and pay tribute to 
the life and work of President Harding.'" . . . Speakers were to 
be limited to 10 minutes in following order: Beck, Madden, 
Smoot and Davis. I have great success, particularly in 1st Cabin. 
Many of the passengers were in tears and at conclusion of serv- 
ices many came to the stand to congratulate me. The balance of 


39 Historians have found little that was complimentary in Warren G. Harding. 
Perhaps Smoot was unaware of his philandering, drinking, and party-going with the 
Ohio gang in Washington. 

40 Smoot arranged this himself, with cooperation from the ship’s captain. 
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the day and early evening I was spoken to telling how they 
appreciated my remarks. At 6/11 PM the exact time the body of 
President Harding was being lowered into the grave at Marion 
the Leviathan’s machinery stopped and all present arose in silent 
prayer for one minute and in meditation and prayer for 4 min- 
utes while seated. No music or dancing or other amusements 
were allowed during the day or evening . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 15/23] Was at the office early. 41 A great many call- 
ers. I called to see President Coolidge. He wants me to take dinner 
with him some day this week and spent the evening to discuss local 
and foreign conditions. Mrs Harding is going to leave the White 
house tomorrow. She will stop at McLains Home “Friendship” for 
awhile and wants me to call and see her there . . . 

[Thursday Aug 16/23] . . . The President telephoned about 5.30 ask- 
ing me to take dinner with him at 6.30 and talk over European 
conditions and told me he would have Sen Brandegee 4 " present. 1 
was there at time specified and we three had dinner in the Presi- 
dent’s room at Willard Hotel. After dinner I gave my views of the 
European conditions and the ability of Germany to pay repera- 
tions. Spent a very pleasant evening and the President was deeply 
interested in my statement . . . 

[Saturday Aug 18/23] . . . Received a telegram from Pres Grant ad- 
vising me that members of 1st Presidency and Quorum of Twelve 
with their wives were going to attend dedication of Alberta Temple 
at Cardston, 43 leaving Salt Lake in a Party Aug 23rd and would be 
pleased to have me go if my affairs will permit. I will wire him I 
cannot reach home in time. 

[Monday Aug 20/23] . . . Visited Mrs Harding at McClain’s Home 
Friendship. She told me in detail of the President’s sickness and 
death. She has stood the strain even better than I thought possible 
and I might say beyond belief. 

[Wednesday Aug 22/23] ... At Grand Island I received a telegram 


41 Smoot arrived in Washington the previous day. 

42 Republican senator Frank Bosworth Brandegee (1864-1924) of Connecticut. 

43 This was the first temple completed in a foreign country. 


556 



A Summer in Europe 


from Pres Grant suggesting I leave the train at Ogden and go with 
the party to Canada to dedicate the Temple at Cardston. I wired 
him I had no clean clothes with me and was suffering from hayfever 
and could not well make the trip. Did not sleep but little last night. 

[Thursday Aug 23/23] . . . Was met at the Depot on arrival in Salt 
Lake City by a number of friends and we went direct to the Hotel 
Utah. Told one clerk I did not want to see any one for a couple of 
hours. The telephone began to ring almost as soon as I reached 
my room. Gave an interview to newspaper reporters . . . 

[Sunday Aug 26/23] The train was behind time all day long. 44 Spent 
a miserable day. Hot and dusty and at times I could hardly breath. 
Played solitaire 40 most of day. Arrived at Portland at 7.15 P.M. be- 
ing late about one hour. Anne K and Grover met me at Depot. We 
drove direct to their home at 1177 East Pine St. Mama was waiting. 
She was feeling better than when I left for Europe. Ernest R 
Eldredge was at Seattle I telephone him and he stated he would 
leave for Portland and see me in the morning. Found it warm in 
Portland. Children fine and Anne K happy. 

[ Sunday Sept 2/23] [In Salt Lake City] At 10 oclock went to the 
Temple to attend fast meeting but found the temple fast meetings 
had been discontinued. At 2 P M. went to the Tabernacle and no 
meetings held at the Tabernacle on fast days. 

[Wednesday Sept 5/23] . . . After lunch I went direct to the Gover- 
nor’s office and met with the Water Assessors Asso, the Gove, State 
Engineer and others and discussed Government assistance for the 
Provo Reclamation project and the Chalk Creek project. It was 
agreed that I should ask Government for both. Played golf with 
Pres Grant and Bp Nibley. 

[Thursday Sept 6/23] Met with the Presidency and Quorum at the 
Temple at 10 oclock. All present but D O McKay. I offered the 


44 Smoot was en route to Portland, Oregon, to bring his daughter and wife 
home. Allie had been looking after their daughter Anne K. 

45 Although card-playing was frowned upon in church circles, solitaire was an 
exemption for Smoot. His grandson Samuel P. Smoot said his grandfather played soli- 
taire for hours at a time in the old home in Provo after his defeat in 1932 and up un- 
til his death. 
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opening prayer. The sacrament was administered. Dr Widtsoe 
and I made a report of our visit to Europe. Meeting did not 
adjourn until 3.40 P M. Our report was pleasing to all present. 
Zella is in trouble again as Carlyle is on a drunk. Mama will go 
to Ogden tomorrow and bring her to Salt Lake. Zella must pre- 
sent Carlyle’s actions to bis father."’ I shall not insist upon her 
living with a drunkard. 

[Thursday Sept 13/23 ] ... At 7. 15 A M most of the visitors including 
myself went in Autos to the Iron Mines of the Columbia Steel Co 
about 15 miles from Cedar City. A great deal of development has 
been done and the plants for mining Iron ore is well underway. 
. . . We all attended (he Rodeo. I did not care for it. In the after- 
noon the horse races were fare. The fruit exhibit from Dixie was 
good. I spoke to Vice President Adams of the Union Pacific Ry 
about the Company having the railroad built to the Iron King and 
Tintic Central Mines. He seemed interested and said he would look 
it over at an early date and let me know. I explained the advantages 
it would be to the Union Pacific . . . 

[Sunday Sept 16/23] . . . Allie and I attended Sunday Services in the 
Tabernacle at 2 oclock. This day was set aside by the Church as 
Constitutional Sunday and in all the services held today the Con- 
stitution will be the subject spoke of. J. Rueben Clark was the 
speaker at the Tabernacle. He handled the subject in a masterly 
way. I enjoyed his remarks very much . . . 

[Monday Sept 17/23] Our 39th wedding anniversary. A clear beau- 
tiful day as everyone of them have been since our Marriage. We 
have been greatly blessed. Received telegrams of congratulations 
from children away from Utah. Worked all day. At 7 oclock I gave 
a dinner to the children and their husbands or wives. We had ten 
with us. The dinner was served in the President’s room of Hotel 
Utah. A wonderful dinner was served and we all had a very pleasant 
lime. 

[Tuesday Sept 18/23] . . . President Grant left for Palmyra 47 and 
asked me to go with him but I could not do so. Was crowded with 


46 Charles W. Nibley of the LDS First Presidency. 

47 Palmyra, New York, a significant Mormon historical site. 
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callers until 4 oclock and then went with Jas Jennings and played 
golf at the new Country Club. Held a number of conferences over 
political situation at Salt Lake City and tried to get a number of 
leading non Mormons to run for Mayor. All made excuses. . . . 

[Thursday Sept 20/23] . . . Had a fine dinner and spent a pleasant 
evening The Saturday Evening Post of Sept 22/23 arrived. It has 
an article about our labors and position in the Senate. 

[Friday Sept 21/23] I decided to recommend Noble Warrum" for 
a place on the Mexican Claims Commission and so telegraphed 
President Coolidge and Secy of State Hughes. Held a conference 
with McKay of the Twelve about the appointment of an attorney 
to take the place of W. D. Riter Asst Atty General who expects to 
resign as soon as his successor is selected. 

[Sunday Sept 23/23] . . . Had dinner at 2.30 and then went to the 
graveyard to see mothers grave and looked at my lot. Allie was with 
me . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 2/23] Attended . . . the Quarterly meeting of the Quo- 
rum of Twelve at the Temple beginning 9.30 a.m. and in session 
until about 5 oclock. Each member spoke giving an account of his 
labors for the past quarter. Met Pres Grant at 6 oclock p.m. and 
we talked over the advisability of making a loan by the church to 
the Rigby Sugar Co" but thought it best not to do so. I will talk 
with Wattis about it and report to Pres Grant his views. 

[Wednesday Oct 3/23] Attended a meeting at the Temple of the 
Quorum of Twelve, 1st Seven Presidents of Seventy and the Mis- 
sion Presidents. We listened to reports from each of Mission Presi- 
dents telling of work done for the last quarter. They were generally 
favorable. In the report of B H Roberts he spoke bitterly of what 
he considered an unwarranted slight of his work in planning and 
directing the work for the holding of the 100th Anniversary of the 
Visit of the Angel Moroni to the Prophet Jos Smith held at the Hill 
Cumorah. Pres Clawson answered him. Roberts repeated two or 


48 Warruin had been a delegate to Utah’s constitutional convention, a state 
senator, Salt Lake City postmaster, a judge (in Logan, Utah), editor of the Salt Lake 
Herald, and author of History of Utah Since Statehood. 

49 This was the Utah-Idaho Sugar Company’s Rigby, Idaho, factory. 
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three times he wanted it understood he did have something to do 
with it even [though] no mention was made of it . . . 0 

[Friday Oct 5/23] . . . The speakers of morning session were Pres 
Grant, Pres Penrose and three stake Presidents. I never heard Pres 
Grant speak better. A splendid feeling prevailed. Afternoon ses- 
sion at 2 oclock. Same large crowd present. The speakers were Dr. 
Widtsoe, Apostles Ballard and Lyman and some five Stake Presi- 
dents. The Smoot reunion was held at the Hotel Utah in the eve- 
ning. About sixty were present. The old officers were again elected. 
This is the first of such meetings I have attended although I was 
the President . . . 

[Saturday Oct 6/23] . . . Conference session of 2nd day began at 10 
oclock. The tabernacle filled ... I spoke of my visit to Europe and 
my mother’s home. I read mother’s letter to her parents, and spoke 
of her life. Many were shedding tears during my address. I was cut 
short for lack of time. 

[Friday Oct 12/23] Arrived at Chicago at 8.50 a.m. W C Orem was 
at station to meet me. We went direct to the Pennsylvania Ry Sta- 
tion. Held a conference for the purpose of Orem explaining to me 
the present financial condition of the Salt Lake & Utah Ry Co he 
being President of same. The Provo Coml 8c Savings Bank holds a 
note of the Company for 30,000.00 and I wanted payment of same 
or feel perfectly satisfied as to the company’s financial standing. 
He gave me a full and satisfactory statement of company’s condi- 
tion. Much better than I anticipated. Told him to pay 1000.00 per 
month on note for next 5 months and I would then decide what 
action to take for extension. 1 was pleased to learn the actual con- 
dition of the road and that it was so good. Left on Pennsylvania 
Ry at 10.30 a.m. for Washington. Train ran on time during the day. 
Allie feeling about as usual. 

[Monday Oct 15/23] A meeting of the Public Lands Committee was 
called for 10 oclock to begin the hearings on the Teapot Dome oil 
lease to Sinclair. There were only 3 members present and we had 


50 Roberts had returned home from the presidency of the Eastern States Mis- 
sion, having been diagnosed with diabetes. He was morose and irritable, perhaps 
partly because of the illness. 
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to adjourn for one week. I have wired to other members of com- 
mittee to be here next Monday. The Democrats are going to en- 
deavor to make political capital out of it. Little will come of it in 
my opinion . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 23/23] The hearings on Teapot Dome Oil Lease was 
continued from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Secy of Interior A B Fall was 
the witness first called and was still being questioned when Com- 
mittee adjourned. Sen Walsh is fishing around hoping to discover 
some thing that can be used politically against the Administration. 
He made no headway today. 

[Thursday Oct 23/23] . . . Hearings on Teapot Dome oil lease con- 
tinued from 10 until 4 oclock. Secy Denby was the witness during 
the morning hours. Nothing was made out of Walsh’s probing him. 
Walsh is the prosecutor and calls all the witnesses. A commander 
of Navy retired was called but did not help Walsh’s cause. I wired 
to Asst Secy of Navy Theodore Roosevelt and H F Sinclair to whom 
the lease was made to be present Saturday morning to answer ques- 
tions asked . . . 

[Thursday Nov 13/23] Secy Fall called and he explained to me his 
purchases of adjoining land to his New Mexico ranch and blooded 
stock which Sen Walsh is trying to get some one to testify to that 
it happened after the lease to Sinclair and with money paid Fall by 
Sinclair for the lease. Allie and I was at W D Riter for dinner. An- 
other beautiful day. 

[Wednesday Nov 28/23] Tried to clear my desk on all business as 
tomorrow is a holiday and I have told all the clerks they need not 
come to the office tomorrow. I was at the depot at 8.40 a.m. and 
met Zella and Baby as well as Chloe and her three boys. They have 
come to spend some time with us. With Ernest and wife and Zella 
and Chloe and families our house is full and not too large. It was 
like old times to have ten sit down to dinner. 

[Friday Nov 30/23] We began again the hearings on the leasing of 
the Teapot Dome Oil lands known as Naval Oil Reserve #3. Admi- 
ral Robinson’ 1 was the principal witness and he was a good one. 


51 Admiral Samuel Shelbourne Robinson was at this time Commander of the 
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Sen Walsh lost his head a number of times but he was unable to 
corner Robinson at any time. Mr Doheny was present. 1 had a talk 
with him and he told me he would extend the time on Harold’s 
loan of $35,000.00. 2 He also promised me he would have his oil 
expert visit the well now being driven by Harold and friends in the 
Torrance field. I believe and report to me his opinion as to pros- 
pects for oil . . . 

[Sunday Dec 16/23] Much colder last few days. Attended meeting 
at 11.30. A good attendance. Bro. Don B Colton made a splendid 
talk. Harold telephoned me from Salt Lake City telling me he was 
in trouble again. Had purchased 2500 shares of Homestake Mining 
Co stock and it had declined and he was compelled to get 25,000.00 
at once or he would have to fail. I will have to borrow it for him. 
Just a year ago he lost 40,000.00 in oil stock. I am sick over his 
affairs. 

[Monday Dec 24/23] Held a short meeting of Public Lands and 
Walsh examined three witnesses from New York. He was disap- 
pointed. His fishing excursion was again a failure. Mr Sinclair will 
testify next Thursday as he had not secured records asked for but 
would have them by Thursday. Sent out a large number of New 
Years cards to friends in the West. The children dressed a Xmas 
tree and all preparation made for Santa Claus for the grand chil- 
dren. I gave Allie 3 wonderful Sable furs. 

[Tuesday Dec 23/23] No snow for this Christmas. It is a clear 
beautiful fall day. Chloe’s boys were up at 4 oclock and no sleep 
in the house after that. All had a wonderful Christmas. The 
presents were numerous and very appropriate. I went to the 
office at 9.30 a.m. worked until 12 oclock with my mail and 
sending out more New Year’s cards. Had a wonderful dinner. 
Went for a walk in the afternoon. 

[Thursday Dec 27/23] . . . Attended a meeting of Public Lands hear- 
ing Teapot Dome oil lease. Secy Fall wrote a letter explaining his 
purchase of ranches and where he secured the money. A complete 
surprise to Mr. Walsh. A splendid letter. Mr Sinclair was on the 
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Battle Fleet of the U.S. Navy. 

52 See entry for 31 December 1922. 


A Summer in Europe 


witness stand and protested against certain questions asked by 
Walsh as to his private business. He was asked for certain papers 
and information and appears again next Monday or Thursday and 
would be notified which day. In the evening I went to the Wardman 
Park Hotel and held a conference with Sinclair, his Attorney and 
Chas Curtis and discussed the best way to meet Walsh’s demands. 
Sinclair does not feel like answering questions of a strictly private 
transaction or business. We will meet at my office next Monday at 
10 oclock and have present Senators Lenroot, myself, Bursum 
and Cameron’ 4 to finally decide the question as to how far Sinclair 
should go in answering such questions. 

[Friday Dec 28/23] I was at the State Dept today and arranged for 
the Secy of State to make a request upon Sweden and Denmark to 
allow the missionaries of the Mormon Church to enter those coun- 
tries without question and enjoy the same privileges that Norway 
has granted to our Elders. It will be attended to at once. . . . 

/ Monday Dec 31/23] I held a conference in my office with Senators 
Lenroot, Cameron and Bursum and agreed on question of how 
far the Committee would allow Sen Walsh to pry into the private 
business or purchases of Sinclair Oil stocks and how far he could 
go in questioning Mr Sinclair. We agreed as to limit and it will be 
seen at next hearing whether we will have votes enough to sustain 
our position. Will allow him to go along way with Sinclair as we do 
not want the Country to get the idea that we want to cover up 
anything in which Mr Sinclair is connected in the oil lease . . . 


53 Republican senator Holm Olaf Bursum (1867-1953) of New Mexico. 

54 Republican senator Ralph Henry Cameron (1863-1953) of Arizona. 
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1924 

[The Teapot Tempest J 


[Monday Jany 21/24] . . . After the hearing the Attorney General 
told me of a meeting between Senator Lenroot and the President 
on the Teapot Dome matter, that Secy Fall was not going to be 
allowed to leave the country. That Archie Roosevelt 1 was to testify 
that the Private Secy of Mr. Sinclair told him of a check given by 
Mr. Sinclair to Secy Fall of $68,000.00. The Attorney General said 
he was not going to shield Fall or any one else if guilty. The 
Roosevelt family were around the Capital and telling what Archie 
was going to testify to and things were intense. Sen. Lenroot, Sen 
Walsh and I held a conference. I asked the Atty. Genl. to be present 
but he could not attend. We discussed the situation and agreed to 
meet at 2.30 p.m. to-day and receive Walsh’s report of his trip to 
Florida to take the testimony of E B McLean. 2 Senate met at 12 
oclock. The Public Lands Committee met at 2.30 p.m. My Com- 
mittee room was packed. Walsh made his report and then called 
Archie Roosevelt and he told his story. Was followed by the Private 
Secy of Mr Sinclair and he denied he told Roosevelt of a check of 


1 Archie Roosevelt, son of former president Theodore Roosevelt, was an em- 
ployee of Sinclair Consolidated Oil Company. At the behest of his brother, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Jr., he voluntarily appeared before the committee and, among other 
things, testified that he was asked to procure tickets to Europe for Sinclair shortly af- 
ter Edward McLean was interrogated. 

2 Edward B. McLean, publisher of the Washington Post, had loaned money to 
Fall to increase his New Mexico land holdings. 
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68,000.00 but did tell him of 6 or 8 cows shipped to Fall. I do not 
believe Archie Roosevelt was told what he claims but was mistaken 
and misunderstood the Secy. No one can read the testimony and 
believe otherwise in my opinion. Secy. Fall telephoned me from 
New Orleans, La. and told me that Mr. Doheny and his Attorney, 
McNab, 3 would be in Washington to testify and would knock the 
whole story built up by Walsh into pieces. That he would follow it 
by a sworn statement and I told him he ought to appear in person 
if he wanted to tell the story and that public opinion was against 
him . . . 

[Tuesday Jany 22/24] . . . Afternoon was in Senate and hearing on 
Teapot Dome lease. The Committee room crowded at hearing. 
The country is disgusted with disclosures being testified to. Papers 
are filled and adverse. Secy. Fall will never live long enough to wipe 
away the blot. 

[Thursday Jany 24/24] ... At 2 o’clock hearings on Lease began 
and Mr. Doheny was the witness. He read a statement telling of a 
loan of $100,000.00 to Secy Fall and why loaned. He was ques- 
tioned very closely by Walsh and Lenroot. The room and corridor 
was packed. His testimony caused a sensation. His offer to cancel 
the lease on certain conditions was unexpected . . . 

[Friday Jany 25/24] . . . Mr. Zevely 4 5 was the first witness and he ad- 
mitted he had loaned Fall in June/23 $25,000.00 for Mr. Sinclair, 
and explained the loan of 3500 shares of Sinclair Consolidated Oil 
Co to himself and what he did with the money. Will have Wahlberg' 
and Archie Roosevelt on l he stand tomorrow. This loan was a sur- 
prise although made 14 months after the lease was entered into 
and after Fall had resigned from office. The President has about 
concluded to have the Government bring proceedings against Sin- 
clair and Doheny to declare leases void. The hearings will continue 
tomorrow with Archie Roosevelt and Wahlberg as witnesses. Great 

3 Samuel W. McNabb. 

4 ]. W. Zevely was Harry Sinclair’s attorney for a number of years. Sinclair 
authorized Zevely to give Fall $25,000 if he asked for it, which he did. 

5 G. D. Wahlberg was Sinclair's personal secretary and accountant. 
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excitement throughout the country. Fall is here and said to be a 
very sick man. An awful ending for him. 

[Wednesday Jany 30/24] . . . The four Physicians of Fall all testified 
Fall was not able to come to hearing and they would not take the 
responsibility of his doing so. Walsh was mean. He called Fall a 
liar, etc. and it was resented by Mr. Cook, Falls Attorney. It was 
decided that Walsh and I select 3 physicians to make an examina- 
tion and report to the Committee Friday morning at 10 oclock . . . 

[Friday Feby 1/24] . . . Committee on Investigation [of] oil leases 
met at 12 oclock. Corridor and committee room packed with peo- 
ple. A B Fall appeared and read a statement declining to answer 
any question asked by the Committee and giving the reasons why. 
Committee went into executive session and agreed to ask the Sen- 
ate to adopt another resolution at once or Monday next meeting 
of Senate as Fall questioned the one under which we were operat- 
ing as it was passed at the 67th Congress. Fall was subpoenaed to 
appear again before the Committee next Tuesday morning at 10 
oclock. Fall’s Attorney, Mr. Cook, stated his position at that time 
would not be changed. Following this Mr. Doheny was called and 
he created a sensation by testifying that he had paid Mr. McAdoo 6 
as Attorney some 250,000.00 and Ex Secy of Interior Mr Lane 
50,000.00, Ex Attorney Gregoiy 2,000.00 and George Creel, Wil- 
son’s publicity man 5,000.00, all of the Wilson Administration. 
Great disappointment to the Democratic critics and all declaring 
it would put McAdoo out of the race for President. 

[Monday Feby 11/24] . . . The day in the Senate was spent in dis- 
cussing the so called Denby resolution requesting the President to 
ask Denby’s resignation as Secy of Navy. 7 At 5 oclock vote was taken 
and resolution was passed. I voted against it. It is an outrage . . . 

[Wednesday Feby 13/24] . . . Vanderlip 8 of New York in a speech last 
evening in New York suggested that if an investigation of the Pur- 


6 William Gibbs McAdoo, son-in-law of Woodrow Wilson. 

7 Edwin Denby offered to resign to avoid any more “embarrassments” for 
Coolidge but insisted that he had done no wrong in administrating the leases. 

8 Frank Arthur Vanderlip was a banker from New York City and was a former 
president of the National City Bank of New York. 
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chase of Marion Star was made, President Harding’s name would 
be connected with oil scandal. Created great excitement and pur- 
chasers deny the statement . . . 

[Friday Feby 15/24] At the oil lease hearings this morning we had 
Mr. Vanderlip as first and star witness to explain his speech deliv- 
ered on Feby 12th at Ossining, N.Y. involving Pres Harding in the 
oil deal through the purchase of the Marion paper owned by him. 
He made an ass of himself and an ordinary gossip peddler. He 
admitted he knew nothing about the sale and proposed to be a 
friend of Pres Harding’s. He notified the New York Tribune that 
he was going to make the speech and that it would be rather inter- 
esting reading or news. He left the stand a discredited man . . . 

[Sunday Feby 24/24] I went to the office and looked over mail and 
wrote a letter to Alice Nibley Smoot asking her what was the matter 
with Harold as I could get no answer from him. . . , 9 

[Monday Feby 25/24] ... At 7. SO p.m. I called on Mrs Henderson 
with Murray Stuart and Ernest Smoot. I asked her to sell to the 
Mormon Church the piece of property she has a contract to pur- 
chase located at 16th St. and Columbia Road N.W. Told her we 
wanted it to build a church and would give her $54,000.00 for the 
property. She said she had made up her mind not to sell it to the 
church but would do so for the respect and honor she has for me. 
We discussed some of the principles of Mormonism and class of 
church buildings we would erect. 1 told her Murray Stuart would 
see her tomorrow and execute a contract . . . 

[Tuesday Feby 26/24] Hearing [on] Public Lands continued and the 
telegrams asked for of the Western Union Telegram were pre- 
sented. They are ordered to learn what passed between Washing- 
ton and Palm Beach with Fall, McLean and Government officials. 
The real object was to involve the administration and myself and 
Senator Lenroot with the oil scandals. 10 

[Wednesday Feby 27/24] The dirty reporter published in the Hearst 


9 Smoot was concerned that, given Harold’s recent financial problems, he 
might be hiding deeper problems. 

10 It was alleged that Smoot and Lenroot had secretly gone to Fall’s Washing- 
ton, D.C., hotel under the cloak of darkness and scripted his testimony. 
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papers a nasty report of the visit to Fall. He lied in the report. I 
gave an interview to the other services same as I gave the liar last 
night . . ." 

[Friday Feby 29/24] The Hearst’s papers had another nasty editorial 
against me this morning. I shall pay no attention to it. Stuart Kohn 
Branden of New York wrote me offering his services to bring libel 
suit against them. Attended meeting of Public Lands Committee 
at 10 oclock and hearings [on] oil leases were continued. Mitchell 
Palmer 12 was first witness followed by Mr. Schyler 1 1 who concluded 
his testimony. The day in the Senate was spent in speeches on 
Dougherty and oil leases. Senator Walsh in answer to a question 
by Sen Lenroot stated there was no impropriety in Lenroot and 
myself calling on Secy Fall . . . 

[ Saturday Mar 15/24] . . . The Amendment to the Constitution bill 
had the right of way. 11 Atty Genl Daugherty made a statement de- 
nying the statements made by Means 15 yesterday as well as the 
woman the day before. The woman is understood to be a common 
strumpet and means a disreputable person. 

[Friday Mar 28/24] . . . Attorney Genl Daugherty resigned this 
morning. . . , 16 

[Saturday Mar 29/24] . . . The forced resignation of Atty Genl 
Daugherty is causing a great deal of comment both for and against 
the action. 


11 The paper that leaked the story was the Washington Herald. Senator Tom He- 
flin, after seeing this account of the visit, attempted to make an issue of it. 

12 A. Mitchell Palmer had served in the Wilson administration as Attorney Gen- 
eral and head of the Office of Alien Custodian. At this time he was legal counsel for 
Edward McLean. 

13 Karl C. Schuyler, a Denver attorney and president of Kinney Coastal Oil 
Company, was asked to testify concerning money transferred into the Republican 
party coffers. 

14 This was the forerunner of the Twentieth Amendment, designed to eliminate 
the lame-duck syndrome that plagued government work. This Amendment was rati- 
fied in 1932. 

15 Gaston B. Means. 

16 Harry M. Daugherty resigned at the request of President Coolidge. He had re- 
ceived payments from prohibition violators and failed to prosecute other scandals. 
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[Tuesday Apr 8/24] This morning the newspaper reporters were 
greatly excited over a story started by the Police, that my son had 
a valise stolen containing very valuable papers. I told the newspa- 
per reporters I had heard nothing of the story but my son left for 
New York last night with H S Anderson and he had no valuable 
papers with him. The Washington Times state the report is that 
my sons papers were confidential and referred to the oil scandals. 
Not a word of truth in it . . . 

[Thursday Apr 10/24] It developed that H S Anderson had his valise 
stolen and he had a notice of it put in Washington paper in Name 
of H E Smoot [Brownie] and that was enough for the report [that] 
it contained valuable papers etc. . . . 

[Friday Apr 18/24] The Emigration [Immigration] bill with the 
Japanese exclusion clause in it passed the Senate. . . . Many adverse 
comments in Public Press against action of Congress in excluding 
the Japanese. The critics as well as Japanese express the opinion 
that the present “Gentlemens Agreement” should not be dis- 
turbed. 1 ' 

[Sunday Apr 20/24] . . . attended 11.30 services. The house was 
filled. We had a musical program. Sen King was the principle 
speaker. BroJ A Widtsoe spoke for a short time and told the people 
goodbye as he leaves for home tomorrow. I made the an- 
nouncement of the purchase by the church of the corner on Co- 
lumbia Road and 16th St and that the church would erect a beau- 
tiful building at an early date . . . 

[Monday Apr 21/24] . . . Mrs. Harding telephoned to me and asked 
me to write Pres and Mrs Grant and thank them for her for the 
letters and Victrola records sent to her through me, which I deliv- 
ered last Saturday. 

[Tuesday May 27/24] . . . The Pathe Co. took a moving picture of 
myself in my Committee room showing me working on the Reve- 

17 In 1924 immigration quotas became more restrictive, especially to placate 
anti-Japanese sentiment on the Pacific coast. This abrogated Theodore Roosevelt’s 
“Gentlemen’s Agreement" with Japan and set off a wave of hostility. Two years pre- 
viously the Supreme Court (Ozawa v. the United States) ruled that Japanese were ineli- 
gible for naturalization. 
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nue Bill and with my mail and telegrams during the consideration 
of the Bill. The same to be shown in the theatres during next week. 
Rain most of the day. 

[Friday June 6/24] My bill creating Bryce Canyon [as a] National 
Park was passed by the House with an amendment and I had the 
Senate accept the House amendment and it will go to the President 
for his signature . . . 

[Monday June 9/24] Arrived at Cleveland at 9.15 a.m. 1 I went direct 
to Hotel Olmstead where the delegates from Utah headquarters 
were located. It was not a very good hotel. As soon as located I saw 
Bamberger and other members of delegation and we agreed upon 
holding a meeting tomorrow morning and complete the organiza- 
tion. I went direct to the Hotel Cleveland met a great number of 
delegates from other states and also newspaper men. All talking 
about whom to nominate for Vice President. ... A large number 
are being mentioned, among them Hoover, Dawes, Borah, Curtis, 
Watson, Hines and Kenyon. . . . 

[Thursday June 12/24] The Convention met at 10 oclock. Prof Bur- 
ton" of Michigan placed Pres Cooliclge in nomination for the Presi- 
dency and it was seconded by some 8 or 10 persons. He was elected 
by all the votes of the Convention with exception of those of Wis- 
consin, a few from North Dakota. Butler made a great speech and 
the Convention was with him. Nominations for Vice President 
were made in the afternoon and the nomination was given to 
Frank O Lowden of 111 and shortly after the result was announced 
he wired to the Convention he could not accept it. Balloting pro- 
ceeded and Chas G Dawes of 111 was elected amid wild enthusiasm. 
The Fight settled down between Dawes and Herbert Hoover. The 
Chairman Butler 211 of Mass was in favor of Hoover but he had lost 
control of the Convention by trying to put over Borah or Kenyon. 
The Convention would not stand for it and finally decided to elect 
Dawes. I left for Washington over B and O at midnight. Am well 
satisfied with results of convention. 


18 Smoot was in Ohio to attend the 1924 Republican National Convention. 

19 Marion LeRoy Burton of the University of Michigan. 

20 William M. Butler, chair, Republican National Committee. 
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[Saturday June 14/24] The President asked me to take a weekend 
trip with he and Mrs Coolidge on the Mayflower. The boat was to 
sail between 2.30 p.m. and 3 oclock. I accepted the invitation and 
it was a few minutes after 3 when we left for a trip down the Poto- 
mac. Besides myself the President had as guests Secy of Interior 
Work and Mr and Mrs Frank Mondell. Mrs. Coolidge accompanied 
the President. It was a delightful day. Cooking was excellent and 
we had every comfort. The Mayflower is over 300 ft. long, 3000 
ton and manned by about 200. It is the President’s Boat and as 
fine as can be built. In the evening moving pictures were shown. 
A very pleasant afternoon and evening. 

[Thursday June 19/24] Received a check from the State Bank of 
Morton for my timber land sold by Chas Lutkens. Took Chloe and 
her three sons to see the President. They all enjoyed the visit. As 
we left the newspaper photographers took pictures of the boys and 
myself. Yesterday I attended the graduation exercises of the John 
Eton School. Reed Cardon 2 ' graduated and will enter high school 
next year. Jack graduated with 4th grade to 5th with honors . . . 

[Monday June 23/24] Attended a meeting of the Foreign War Debt 
Commission at 9.30 a.m. The Poland Minister and his assistant met 
with the Commission. They made a proposition to settle the Po- 
land debt 22 to the United States on about the same basis the British 
Debt was finally agreed upon but with [a] few exceptions. We fi- 
nally agreed upon terms and the Minister will cable terms to Polish 
authorities and states he has no doubt the settlement will be agreed 
to . . . Told Wardman’s agent I would sell my home here for 
60,000.00 cash. At 6.50 p.m. I left Washington for home with Allie, 
Chloe and her three boys . . . 

[Thursday June 26/24] Democrats are having a cat and dog time at 
their convention being held in New York. Rum and the Ku Klux 
Klan 2i are the hard nuts to crack. Bitter feeling has already been 
engendered. . . . 


21 Smoot’s oldest grandson. 

22 The Polish War debt was $160 million. 

23 Southern Democrats catered to the Klansmen who were four to five million 
strong by 1924. Southerners opposed New York’s hopeful idol, A1 Smith, because he 
was Catholic, while the West, which was largely dry, objected to Smith’s anti-Prohibi- 


572 



The Teapot Tempest 


[Saturday June 28/24] After looking over important mail, Brownie 
drove Mama and I to Provo. 21 Exceeding warm day. We had lunch 
on arrival and I then went to the Bank for a short time. Balance of 
day I spent at the old home. Brownie has had it all fixed over and 
lawns look fine. Had callers until bed time. It seemed good to sleep 
in our old bed and bedroom. 

[Monday June 30/24] ... I left Provo by Electric Ry at 10 oclock and 
reached Salt Lake at 1 1 oclock. My mail box arrived. I looked over 
papers and dictated a number of letters. I told Harold 1 wanted 
him to prepare a statement of his Financial affairs. I wanted to 
know in what shape my securities loaned him are in. I am fearful 
he is in a very bad way financially and that I will be a very heavy 
loser. He does not seem to want to do so. I had to advance him 
another 5,000.00 last Saturday . . . 

[Wednesday July 2/24] . . . Discussed political situation with Will 
Wattis and he tells me he has a good chance of receiving the nomi- 
nation for Governor. There is considerable dissatisfaction with 
present Governor Chas R. Mabey. The fight will be close. I shall 
take no part in the fight for the nomination but will support the 
man nominated . . . 25 

[Saturday July 12/24] Had an exceedingly trying day. Many callers 
and had to get ready to leave for Long Beach, California in the 
morning. Harold called and disclosed to me his financial condi- 
tion. I was dumbfounded to learn he is behind at least $100,000.00. 
He cannot recover the losses. He has my securities and I will have 
to stand the loss. It made me sick. 

[Tuesday July 15/24] At 7.15 a.m. Carlyle and I drove from Long 
Beach to Brentwood golf course and met Bp Nibley and his sons, 
Joel and Preston. We played 18 holes of golf. Had lunch at Merrill 
Jones Hotel at Ocean Park. Visited a new dance hall being erected 


tion stance. 

24 The Smoots arrived in Utah the previous day. 

25 The most complete discussion of the issues and men involved is found in 
Brad E. Hainsworth, “Utah State Elections, 1916-1924” (Ph.D. dissertation. University 
of Utah, 1968), 247-319. 
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by the Bishop. Merrill Nibley will manage the same. Ground and 
building will cost at least $450,000.00 . . . 

[Saturday July 26/24] ... I called to see E L Doheny. Found Attor- 
neys Frank HogaiV 1 ' & Cotter ' of Washington there and also Albert 
B Fall. I had only a few minutes to say howdy-do. Mr. Doheny was 
confident of his final vindication. I did not talk with Fall about his 
case . . . 

[Sunday July 27/24] . . . We arrived in Salt Fake City at 7.50 p.m. 
Harold was at the Depot to meet me. I went direct to the Utah 
Hotel. Found a large accumulation of mail. I will have to begin to 
worry over Harold’s financial affairs. They are a frightful load to 
be called upon to carry. 

[Monday July 28/24] Was up early and had Harold to breakfast. 1 
got him to tell me some of his losses and he promised me he would 
make a complete statement of his business. I know enough to know 
it is a staggering amount. I did not sleep much last night . . . Had 
dinner at Harold’s. I am worried and tired and will go to bed and 
see if I can get some sleep . . . 

[Tuesday July 29/24] This was indeed a day of worry and sorrow. 
Worked most of the day on books of Harold and find he is behind 
in his business over 150,000.00. His creditors are crowding him 
and he must close his business and his debts must be paid and 1 
must arrange for the same. I had very little sleep last night and will 
get less tonight. I hardly know which way to turn. I will finish ex- 
amination of his books tomorrow. Harold and I worked until 
nearly midnight. 

[Wednesday July 30/24] Was up at 6 oclock I left with Henry Taggert 
for Provo. I attended to some business at the Bank and met with 
the Utah County Water Association and discussed the reclamation 
propositions. I told them I was working for an appropriation of 
$1,500,000.00 for the Salt Fake Basin Project and I wanted no local 
fight on where the money should be spent until after the appro- 


26 Frank J. Hogan practiced law in Washington, D.C., and was a lecturer at 
Georgetown University Law School. 

27 James Edward Cotter, a partner with the firm of Cotter and Fagan in Boston, 
practiced law in state and federal courts. 
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priation was secured. I returned to Salt Lake and on arrival con- 
tinued the examination of Harold’s Books. Find he is behind over 

200.000. 00. It must be raised. In the evening I saw A W McCune 
and told him of Harold’s condition and asked him to loan Harold 

25.000. 00, and if Harold ever became able to pay him back he 
would do so. He said he would turn over to Harold 1000 shares of 
the Capital Stock of the Copper Company located in South Amer- 
ica [that] He is a large stock holder in. The price today is 42.00 per 
share or he would sell it and give Harold $25,000.00. I told him it 
would be better to turn the stock over to Harold and he said he 
would do so tomorrow by telegram. This will give immediate relief 
that Harold so much needs. McCune said if it was paid alright and 
if not it would not matter as I had assisted him in many ways. I 
went to be[d] about midnight very tired. I must sell my liberty 
bonds and stocks as soon as possible. 

[Monday Aug 4/24] Was at the Provo Coml. Sc Savings Bank at 8 
oclock and I held a conference with Jos T. Farrer the Cashier and 
told him I was very much dissatisfied with many of the loans in- 
cluding the ones to Bodie Mining Co.,Jas McPhearson, Big Indian 
Copper Co K and others and I wanted a meeting of directors to 
consider same and take action to change them. Something was be 
done with the Bank Building . . . 

[Friday Aug 8/24] Harold returned from Denver and reported to 
me that Cramer was not prepared to take over his business but 
thought he would before long. I told Harold I did not want him to 
wait but to close out his business as soon as possible. He thought 
he could ultimately work it out but that is foolish. He has lost over 
$200,000.00 and I saw no reason why the loss should not increase 
rather than decrease. The loss falls entirely upon me . . . 

[Saturday Aug 9/24] With Don B Colton called on James H An- 
derson. We discussed the political situation over and I suggested 
we ought to have a good man in mind for the nomination for 
Governor . . . 


28 These loans were primarily given out through C. E. Loose, whom Smoot sus- 
pected of poor judgment. It also remains a mystery why Smoot retained Farrer, whose 
reckless loans went back over fifteen years. 
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[Monday Aug 11/24] Was feeling somewhat better today but my 
stomach is out of order and no doubt will be as long as I am com- 
pelled to worry over Harold’s affairs. Was crowded with callers dur- 
ing the morning. Played golf with Pres Grant, Bp Nibley and Frank 
Y Taylor. 29 1[t] tried very hard to rain but ended in only a sprinkle. 

[Wednesday Aug 13/24] Sold my 180 shares of Knight Sugar Co to 
the church at 75.00 per share to use in helping pay Harold’s debts. 
He has lost last few years nearly 1/4 of a million dollars and I will 
have to pay it. Dictated letters between callers. I find I am losing 
weight rapidly. About 24# below usual weight. Sleep little and 
worry most of time. I cannot help it. Played at golf with Grant, 
Nibley and Taylor. 

[Sunday Aug 17/24] Arrived at Idaho Falls'" at 9 a.m. Was met at 
the depot by Heber C. Austin, President of Bingham Stake and his 
2nd Counselor, Bro. Dinwoody. We drove direct to the Stake 
House. There were some 26 leading men of the Stake assembled. 
Pres. Austin advised me those present had been selected by the 
Stake Presidency as members of the First prayer circle to be organ- 
ized in Bingham Stake and I was authorized by the President of 
the Church to organize the same. I gave those present the neces- 
sary instructions and answered many questions . . . Immediately at 
the close of meeting we met in the Prayer circle room. Bp. Nibley 
returned home on 5 oclock train. Had the members selected 
cloth[e themselves in priesthood vestments] and take their places 
in the circle. I then gave them instructions and had them then for 
the first time pray in a circle. It was after 8 oclock when we com- 
pleted the work . . . 

[Monday Aug 18/24] ... I signed an agreement with A W McCune 
to return to him 1000 shares of Copper Stock borrowed from 
McCune to help Harold pay his debts. The stock to-day is worth 
$47,500.00. Had lunch with Carlyle Nibley and dinner with Harold 
and Alice. The political pot is boiling and bitter feelings exist be- 
tween Gov Mabey and W H Wattis t[he] leading candidates for the 
nomination for Governor. Much talk of a third party. 
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29 Taylor was the LDS stake president. 

30 Smoot was assigned to attend the LDS stake conference. 
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[Wednesday Aug 20/24] I attended the opening session 10 oclock 
of the Republican State Convention held in the Salt Lake Thea- 
tre. There were 836 delegates present. Congressman Colton was 
the Temporary Chairman and delivered a fine speech. It was 
well received. The question of the nomination for Governor was 
the all absorbing i[ssue]. Feelings running high between Mabey 
and Wattis. Emma Lucy Bowen sang a couple of songs and the 
Sandy Ladies two more. ... I remained until the result of the 
first ballot was announced, resulting in the nomination of Chas. 
Mabey, the present Gov. The fight was between Mabey and W H 
Wattis. The balloting proceeded and at evening session the State 
ticket was completed. We had a real convention. It consisted of 
a splendid lot of men. 

[Friday Aug 22/24] Continued further investigation of Harold’s 
business and find it worse than ever. It makes me sick at heart. Bp. 
Nibley tells me Harold has 10,000 shares of his Utah Idaho Co 
stock and I find it is up for security for a loan. Callers all day . . . 

[Monday Aug 25/24] ... At 7.30 p.m. met with Representatives of 
Reclamation Service and Wallace, Widtsoe and Doremus" and me 
decided on the unit to be recommended for an appropriation as 
follows: The Echo reservoir located at Echo; Canal from Weber 
river to Provo River to carry surplus water and diking of the Utah 
Lake. This will be bitterly opposed by Jos. R. Murdock and associ- 
ates. A very warm day. I gave Harold $10,000.00 of 4 1/4% Gov- 
ernment Bonds to sell to assist him in closing his business. It will 
take with what I have advanced nearly one quarter of a million 
dollars to pay his debts. 

[Thursday Aug 28/24] . . . Attended a meeting of the Presidency 
and Twelve at the Temple from 10 a.m. until 3.15 p.m. I prayed in 
the opening. Long discussion on several subjects including Sal- 
tair. J Played golf with Pres. Grant, Bp. Nibley and F. Y. Taylor . . . 

[Friday Aug 29/24] I gave to Harold checks amounting to 


31 Abraham Doremus served as city engineer, chairman of the Salt Lake Board 
of Public Works, and state engineer. 

32 Saltair, the recreational beach resort on the Great Salt Lake, became a finan- 
cial drain but was kept running to provide wholesome recreation for church members. 
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$25,000.00 and this ought to get him out. These checks and ad- 
vances made to him before amounts to $213,000.00. His actions 
and condition have made me sick at heart. At one oclock I went to 
the Temple and married Elmer William Pratt and Margaret 
Genevieve Robinson. Elmer is one of my clerks. 

[Saturday Aug 30/24] At 8 oclock left with Harold, Mr. Grant" of 
N.Y., David Howells" for a trip up American Fork Canyon and 
down Provo Canyon. We visited on the way the wonderful cave 
in American Fork Canyon. It is a hard miles climb to get to it but 
it is worth the effort. A marvelous sight. Beautiful ride. Arrived on 
return at Hotel Utah at 3 oclock p.m. I asked Mr. Grant if it were 
possible I would like him to get a position for Harold in his bank 
or some other one in New York as I was going to have him get out 
of his present business. 

[Tuesday Sept 2/24] . . . Told Harold he must close his brokerage 
business and handed him 20,000.00 the balance required to do so. 
I told him of my disappointment and that it has nearly killed me. 
I cannot understand what he was thinking about to plunge into 
debt more than a quarter of a million dollars. I never wanted him 
to go into the business, I abhor it. Had dinner with Harold. I have 
not as yet told Alice of his condition nor anyone else. 

[Wednesday Sept 3/24] I could not sleep so I got up at 4.45 a.m. I 
prepared everything to leave on the 8.50 train for Long Beach. 
Train left a little late. Found Pres. Grant and wife, Mrs. Smith, wife 
of Pres. Jos. F. Smith and twin of Andrew Kimball 6 whose body 
was on the train. Andrew Kimball’s widow and his two sons. The 
party was on the way to Arizona, home of Andrew Kimball. His 
funeral will be held Sunday next . . . 

[Monday Sept 8/24] . . . We drove to Brentwood golf course and I 
played 18 holes with Bp. Nibley. A beautiful day. Merrill Nibley 

33 Rollin P. Grant, vice president of Irving National Bank of New York, through 
whom Smoot had negotiated a number of loans, both personal and church. 

34 David B. Howells, bishop, Adams Ward, Los Angeles Stake. 

35 Timpanogos Cave was discovered in 1917 and became a tourist attraction. 

36 Andrew Kimball was a prominent Mormon leader in Arizona and father of fu- 
ture Mormon Church President Spencer W. Kimball. 
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drove Bp. and I into Los Angeles and at 3 oclock we met Harry 
Chandler, his oldest son and a business partner of his at the Times 
Building. We discussed the question of securing a part of the Ha- 
waiian Sugar for his steamship line and building a sugar refinery 
at Los Angeles. They wanted me to go to Honolulu and secure 
pledges sufficient to make at least 100,000 tons. Mr Dillingham 
and the Editor of the leading Newspaper of Honolulu would assist 
me. After a long conference I told Chandler I could not go and I 
thought it would not be right for me to do so. But I would go to 
San Francisco and meet Mr. Tenney 3 ' and ask him to get Los An- 
geles 100,000 tons of freight and in my judgment he should do so 
and same s[hould] fight for the business. . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 9/24] . . . Received a telegram from Provo Coml. 
Bank saying Ernest had drawn a draft on them for $1500.00 and 
wanted to know if they should pay it. I had to wire to pay it. I don’t 
know what the boy means. 

[Thursday Sept 18/24] [In Salt Lake City,] Was busy getting tickets 
and packing for Allie until 10 oclock when I went to the Quorum 
and Presidency meeting at the Temple. At 1 oclock Allie, Chloe 
and her three boys left for Washington. Allie was not feeling well 
but it is best for her to get to a lower altitude as she cannot breath 
well here. Chloe will live with us this winter and her boys will go 
to school at Washington. Did not get out of Quorum meeting until 
4 oclock. Played a game of golf with Pres. Grant, Bp. Nibley and 
Frank Y Taylor . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 1/24] I attended the morning meeting at the temple 
and was the speaker. The temples are crowded daily with workers. 38 
Made a number of calls on businessmen and attended to my mail 
and usual number of callers. David Lawrence arrived and I had a 
talk with him. He feels sure Coolidge will be elected. Made an ap- 
pointment for him to meet Pres. Grant to[morrow] morning at 
9.30 a.m. Played golf with Pres. Grant and Bp. Nibley. 

[Friday Oct 3/24] The opening day of the Semi-annual conference 

37 Edward D. Tenney, president of the Hawaiian Trust Company. 

38 Temple officiators are known in Mormon parlance as “workers,” though they 
are generally unremunerated. 


579 



XVI. 1924 


at the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle was packed and many not able 
to get standing room. Blustery weather. All remarks were broad- 
casted. Opening remarks of Pres. Grant were timely. Speakers 
were limited to 20 minutes time. I spoke in the afternoon services 
and defended briefly the Constitution of the United States . . . 

[Saturday Oct 4/24] . . . The morning and afternoon sessions were 
well attended and all the speakers occupied about 20 minutes same 
as yesterday with exception of President Grant. The upholding of 
the constitution was again stressed . . . 

[Monday Oct 6/24] The special Priesthood meeting was held at 10 
oclock The usual attendance. Pres. Grant and Ivins occupied most 
of the time. Nothing special occurred. Dictated a large number of 
letters and had the usual number of callers. 

[Wednesday Oct 8/24] I went to Provo with Harold. Held a meeting 
of Provo Coml. & Savings Bank. Made arrangements for a loan for 
Harold of $10,000.00 which I will have to pay. Found out he would 
have to have $20,000.00 or more to pay up his debts and this after 
taking care of over $200,000.00 It is impossible for me to under- 
stand the case and Harold gives me no detailed causes . . . 

[Thursday Oct 9/24] Attended meeting at the Temple from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. Regular business attended to. Democrats have com- 
plained about the remarks on the Constitution made at the Gen- 
eral Conference by Geo. A. Smith and myself. Attended a dinner 
given by Bro. and Sister W. N. Williams. Nearly all the Twelve and 
their wives were present. A splendid dinner. It was given in honor 
of Bro. & Sister Talmage who leave the coming week to preside 
over the European Mission . . . 

[Saturday Oct 1 1/24] Was busy with callers and packing all morning. 
I advanced to Harold $20,000.00 more to pay his losses. This 
reaches nearly the quarter of a million mark, and I hope this will 
be the last but I am not sure. I left for Washington over Union 
Pacific Ry at 1 oclock . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 14/24] Arrived at Washington, D.C. at 9 a.m. Martha, 
Ernest’s wife was at Depot to meet me. Drove direct to my home. 
Found Allie much better although very weak. My telegram telling 
her I would be in Washington today had a good affect upon her. 
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I spent the day at the office and answered a number of pressing 
letters. Senator Brandegee committed suicide last night. I am sure 
illness and financial troubles were the causes. Unexpected and 
most unfortunate . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 28/24] ... In the evening attended a lecture given by 
Mr. Pickering' 1 formally of Payson, illustrated by pictures of the 
Indian life beginning with the Lamanites spoken of in the Book of 
Mormon and following the migrations from South America to 
State of New York. Showed the picture of Jos. Smith, the covering 
of the Book of Mormon and gave an outline of its contents and 
claimed it was the one source claiming to predict the life of the 
Indian on this Continent. Pictures were fine and story well told by 
Pickering. He does not announce that he is a member of the 
Church . . . 

[Monday Nov 3/24] There seems to be no doubt of the election of 
Pres Coolidge tomorrow. The feeling is that there will be a land- 
slide to him. Betting in New York is in favor of Coolidge 10 to 1. 
Cooler today but clear. I played golf in the afternoon . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 4/24] A beautiful clear morning. A fine day for the 
election. Played golf in the afternoon. The President asked me to 
come to the White House and receive with him and Mrs. Coolidge 
election returns. I was with them until after midnight. The Presi- 
dent is elected by a landslide. He was cool and not the least excited. 
I gave a statement out to the Newspaper about 1.30 A.M. It looks 
as if the Republicans will control the Senate and House in the next 
Congress without relying on Mr LaFollette and his henchmen for 
a vote. The President will have a Republican House and Senate. 
His vote in many places was greater than Pres Harding’s in 1920. 
Republicans throughout the Country rejoicing. LaFollette vote 
must have been a disappointment to him and his disloyal bunch. 
The Democrats nearly wiped out . . 

[Thursday Nov 6/24] Telegrams from home indicate the defeat of 
Gov Mabey of Utah, balance Republicans elected. The defeat was 


* 9 J. Frank Pickering. 

40 Coolidge garnered 15.7 million votes to Democrat Davis’s 8.4 million and 
third party candidate LaFollette’s 4.8 million. 
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accomplished by the Progressive Party vote and Mabey’s unpopu- 
larity . . . 41 

[Wednesday Nov 19/24] Held a conference with Sen Curtis and told 
him I would not accept on any conditions the Leadership of the 
Senate. I thought he ought to be appointed and Wadsworth Asst. 
He asked me to see Wadsworth as soon as he reaches Washington 
first part of next week. Beautiful day and I played golf at Potomac 
Park with Mr Brown. 

[Sunday Nov 23/24] . . . Was at the office long enough to look over 
the mail. Went for a walk in the afternoon. Allie very much dis- 
couraged and feeling very poorly. Had Dr. Morgan call and see 
her. She told the Doctor she did not care to live any longer. Had 
a number of callers during the evening. 

[Friday Nov 28/24] Attended a conference in Marble room of the 
Capitol of the Republican members of the Senate for the purpose 
of electing a Floor leader a vacancy caused by the death of Senator 
Lodge. Sen Curtis of Kansas was elected. The Conference also 
passed a resolution declaring th[at] LaFollette, Ladd, Frazier 42 and 
Brookhart 43 should not be asked to future conferences of the Re- 
publican party and that they should not be appointed to any va- 
cancies on Committees during this Session of Congress. At next 
Session they will not be recognized as Republicans and not ap- 
pointed other than minority party members. They shall lose their 
seniority service. This is as I would have it and I believe will be 
approved by the Republicans of the Country. I was appointed a 
member of the Committee on Committees . . . 

[Monday Dec 1/24] Took breakfast with the President. Some 14 
Senators were present. No subject was discussed and we all left 
right after breakfast. At 9. 15 A.M. Attending a meeting of the For- 
eign War Debt Commission held in office of Secy Mellon. The 
question of the French debt was the subject under discussion. We 
made no decision but instructed Secy Mellon to say to the French 
Ambassador that we would be pleased to meet the Representatives 


41 Mabey was defeated by Democrat George H. Dern, 81,000 to 72,000 votes. 

42 Republican senator Lynn Joseph Frazier (1874-1947) of North Dakota. 

43 Republican senator Smith Wildman Brookhart (1869-1944) of Iowa. 
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of France and discuss terms of settlement. It was the s[ens]e of the 
Commission that we could reduce the Interest of debt that has 
accumulated since the close of the War, grant a moritorium for 
ten years by refunding the interest that would accumulate during 
that time as well as interest due to date and then grant a rate of 
interest for 10 yrs at 3% and balance of life of bonds at 3 1/2% . . . 

[Friday Dec 5/24] . . . Wire[d] Harold asking him if he would accept 
position as Asst Manager to O’Laughlin’s Company at salary prob- 
ably at 7,500.00 per annum. 

[Monday Dec 15/24] . . . Senate met at 11.50 and after the consid- 
eration of the above mentioned bills the Senate went to the House 
to the Exercises in honor of the late President Woodrow Wilson. 
The eulogy was made by Dr. Edwin A Aldermann, Pres University 
of Virginia. The address was beautifully worded and splendidly de- 
livered but I did not agree entirely with his conclusions. After the 
exercises the Senate adjourned as a further mark of respect to his 
memory. Allie called to see Mrs Coolidge at 4.30 P M. 
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[A California Furlough] 


[Monday Jany 5/25] Attended a meeting of the Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution at 9:30. . . . 

[Wednesday Jany 7/25] . . . The President and Mrs Coolidge, Sena- 
tor & Mrs Butler of Mass and Justice and Mrs Sutherland accepted 
invitations to my birthday dinner next Saturday at 7:30 P.M. I 
asked Atty General and Mrs Stone 1 but they had an engagement 
they could not cancell. 

[Saturday Jany 10/25] I am 63 yrs old today. Am enjoying the best 
of health. Feel about the same as I did at 53. Acknowledge I have 
been greatly blessed. . . . We had with us at our home for Dinner 
President and Mrs Coolidge, Atty General & Mrs Stone, and Sena- 
tor and Mrs Butler. The house and table was beautifully decorated. 
We had a very pleasant evening. The President accepted the res- 
ignation of Secy of State Hughes 2 3 and appointed Ex Senator Kel- 
logg 1 to the place. He also nominated Chas B Warren 4 to the po- 
sition of Atty General. I am sorry that Secy Hughes has resigned. 
I am fearful of Kellogg’s success . . . 5 


1 Mr. and Mrs. Harlan F. Stone. Stone had just recently replaced Attorney Gen- 
eral Daugherty and within a few months was appointed a Supreme Court Justice. 

2 Charles Evans Hughes. 

3 Frank Billings Kellogg, former Republican Senator from Minnesota. 

4 Charles Beecher Warren. 

5 Kellogg’s nomination was successful while Warren’s as Attorney General was 
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[Monday Jany 12/25] . . . Great disappointment expressed by nearly 
all Senators with the appointment of Kellogg as Secy of State. I 
admit I would not have appointed him. I am at a loss to know what 
determined his selection. 

[Tuesday Jany 13/25] ... I signed a note for Ernest of 5,000.00 
dollars. He has pressing bills and was compelled to pay them. I 
warned him of his extravagance and asked him to live within his 
means. 

[Thursday Jany 15/25] . . . Was with Secy Hoover to dinner. We 
discussed reorganization of Gov Depts. Hoover told me the 
President asked him to accept the appointment as Secy of Ag- 
riculture and asked me what I thought of the advisability of 
doing so. I told Hoover I thought he could do more for his 
Country as Secy of Commerce than as Secy of Agriculture al- 
though I know the Dept of Agriculture ought to have a man 
like him to clean it up. Hoover agreed with me and will not 
make the change. b 

[Saturday Jany 24/25] . . . An executive session was held and the 
action of the Atty Genl in bringing an indictment against Sen 
Wheeler' in the D.C. was discussed and Wheelers friends con- 
demned the action and will try to prevent Stone’s nomination to 
the Supreme Bench. Borah, Walsh of Montana, Norris of Neb were 
principle ones in the fight. 

[Sunday Jany 25/25] Attended Sunday Services at 11:30. The 
speaker was R R Lyman. Large attendance and some enjoyed Bro 
Lyman’s remarks . . . 

[ Wednesday Feby 4/25] Held a conference with the President at 9 
a.m. And he agreed with me that the Public Building Bill if passed 
should provide an appropriation of $5,000,000.00 to be made im- 
mediately available for erections of buildings in the District of Co- 


rejected by the Senate. 

B The eventual selection was William M. Jardine, the first Utahn and first Mor- 
mon to be appointed to a cabinet post. The Logan, Utah, native later served as presi- 
dent of Kansas State University at Manhattan, Kansas. 

7 Democratic senator Burton Kendall Wheeler (1881-1975) of Montana. 
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lumbia and in the Senate. I offered an amendment to carry this 
out . . . 

[Thursday Feby 5/25] The Senate was in open executive session on 
convening and the day was spent in the discussion of the confir- 
mation of Atty Genl. Stone as a member of the Supreme Court. 
Walsh of Montana the Atty for Wheeler made a speech the purport 
of which was to excuse himself and cast reflection upon Mr. Stone. 
Sen Heflin 8 made an ass of himself and was answered by Caraway 9 
of Ark. by ridicule and it was done in a very clever way. Stone was 
confirmed by a solid vote with exception of six. The six were Nor- 
ris, Johnson of Minn., 10 Shipstead," Heflin, Trammel. 12 I did not 
go to the Whitehouse reception. 

[Sunday Feby 8/25] . . . Speakers were Bro. Wolf of Vernal and Matt 
Cowley. Wolf spoke for a few minutes and then Cowley made a 
very interesting sermon. Every one present was pleased . . . 

[Sunday Feb 15/25] Raining most of day. Attended Sunday serv- 
ices at 11:30 a.m. Speaker was Senator W H King. Was at the 
office to look over mail. Dinner at 2 and at 4 oclock I went to 
the Fox Film Studio and saw the remodeled moving picture 
entitled “Riders of the Purple Sage.” This is the picture or rather 
one of the two of Zane Gray’s anti-mormon stories produced by 
Fox Co that I had withdrawn from exhibition. I had about 
twenty friends along with me among them Sen. King, Wm. Spry, 
Dr. Pack, Don C Colton, Congressman Leatherwood, Francis 
Matson. We all agreed there could be no objection to the picture 
as shown. I will write a letter to Mr. Fox advising him to this 
effect and also notify Pres. Grant." 

8 Democratic senator James Thomas Heflin (1869-1951) of Alabama. 

9 Democratic senator Thaddeus Horatius Caraway (1871-1931). 

10 Republican senator Magnus Johnson (1871-1936) filled the vacancy created 
by the death of Knute Nelson. He was a lame duck senator who left office on March 
3rd, having lost his bid for election the previous fall. 

11 Republican senator Henrik Shipstead (1881-1960) of Minnesota. 

12 Democratic senator Park Trammel (1876-1936) of Florida. 

13 Under orders from studio owner William Fox, the director deleted all Mor- 
mon references, replaced Bishop Dyer with a fictional Judge Dyer, and changed the 
Utah setting to a mythical Western town— all of which constituted “a bunch of junk” 
according to Zane Grey’s son Romer, but the cuts placated Smoot. See Richard Alan 
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[Friday Feby 20/25] ... In the evening the moving picture entitled 
“The Iron Horse” was shown at our home. A new picture showing 
the building of the U[nion] P[acific] and Central Pacific Railroad. 
A remarkable picture. Had a number of friends in to see it. 

[Saturday Feby 21/25 ] . . . Senate met at 12 oclock and day was spent 
on point of order on Mus[c]le Shoals Conference Report. Harold 
wired me he must have $25,000.00 and asked me to sign a note for 
that amount at Walker Bros. I wired Harold I wanted to know what 
has happened since I assumed nearly 1/4 million dollars to pay all 
his debts. A beautiful day. 

[Sunday Mar 1/25] . . . Attended Sunday services at 11:30. Good 
attendance. Geo Albert Smith was the speaker. After dinner I went 
to office and at 4 oclock attended a meeting of the Committee on 
Committees and agreed upon Committee assignments for the 
coming Congress. I resigned from Pensions and went on Rules. 

[Wednesday Mar 4/25] Was at the office early and had a clamber 
for tickets for Inaugural exercises. Was successful in securing a 
sufficient number to take care of all. The Senate met at 10 oclock 
. . . The exercises of swearing in Col. [Charles G.] Dawes as Vice 
President and newly elected Senators were attended to. The cham- 
ber was packed. The President, members of the Supreme Court, 
Diplomatic Representatives, members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives were present. Dawes after taking the oath of office made 
a speech and in a way he would no doubt have delivered it in a 
ward political gathering. Most of speech was a criticism of the 
Rules of the Senate. He made a bad impression and it looks to me 
it is a fore-runner of trouble for him as a presiding officer of the 
Senate. Instead of swearing in the newly elected Senators 4 at a 
time as had been the custom from the beginning of our Govern- 
ment at the opening of a new Congress, he waved his hand and 
ordered all of them to come up at once and would all be sworn in 
at once. The way he did it was objectionable to Senators. Confu- 
sion followed and as soon as the President retired all broke away 
and went out of Senate chamber in disorder. The address of the 
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President to over 50 thousand people standing was fine and well 
received. Chiefjustice Taft administered the oath of office to Pres. 
Coolidge . . . 

[Friday Mar 6/25] Held a conference with the President and dis- 
cussed membership of the Tariff Commission and I asked the 
President to appoint Dr. [Edgar B.] Brossard of Logan a member 
of the Board and told him of his qualifications. He asked me what 
I thought of Ex-Governor of Arizona for a place on the Commis- 
sion. I stated I thought he would do but I did not think he was 
much of a worker. We discussed question of ambassadore to Ger- 
many and as requested byjohn Millholland I mentioned the name 
ofj S Bache of New York. The President said he could not appoint 
a Jew to Germany at the time . . . Had a pleasant visit with Mr. 
Jardine [of Utah,] our New Secy of Agriculture . . . 

[Saturday Mar 7/25] I received a telephone call from W H McIntyre 
from New York asking me to guarantee him that Harold would 
pay him $30,000.00 that he advanced to Harold to buy Canadian 
Pacific Ry Stock and Harold had failed to purchase the stock and 
had used the money for other purposes. I told him I could not 
guarantee it without even a statement from Harold but I intended 
returning home about Mar. 20th and on arrival would take it up 
with Harold. Harold is no doubt in financial trouble again notwith- 
standing I got him out about 4 1/2 months ago that cost me over 
200,000.00 In the Senate Walsh of Montana occupied most of the 
day in fighting the nomination of Chas Warren for the Attorney 
General. 

[Sunday Mar 8/25] Attended Church services at 11:30. Bro 
McBride was asked to speak and he gave his prepared speech on 
Peace. It was well delivered but left the impression that all we had 
to do was cease to prepare for war and make agreements with other 
countries that they will not attack us and Peace will come to the 
world. I had to answer him and while his was the theory I gave the 
practical side of conditions. 


[Tuesday Mar 10/25] Sen. Walsh of Montana made an attack on 
Chas B. Warren nominated by the President for position of Atty 
General and followed by Sen Reed of Mo. Sen. Cummins defended 
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Warren. A vote was taken and his confirmation was defeated by a 
tie vote . . . 

[Wednesday Mar 11/25] Sen. Watson telephoned me last evening 
to be at the Whitehouse at 9:30 this morning. He stated about 1/2 
dozen of Senators would be present. I was at the Whitehouse at 
9:30 a.m. It developed that the President did not ask for the con- 
ference and after the conference I judge the President was not very 
well pleased with the thought. He was much disturbed over the 
defeat of Warren as Atty. General and he has a right to be. I told 
him if I were he, I would remember certain Senators. 

[Friday Mar 13/25] When bathing early this morning my head be- 
gan to swim and I was slightly sick at my stomach. This was at 6 
a.m. Notwithstanding this I went and played golf with Sen. Jones 
of Wash. 14 and Congressman Oliver' 3 of Alabama. We played on 
the Soldier Home links. Was awful tired and sick at my stomach 
at times. Returning home at 8:15 a.m. I ate breakfast and went to 
the office. Dictated a few letters and felt so bad I went to the Senate 
bathroom to rest. As soon as I reached there I began to vomit and 
my head was dizzy and I could hardly see. I had the boy at office 
telephone for Dr. Wm. Gerry Morgan and Dr. Gill Richards of S.L. 
City he being in the city attending a convention. Shortly they both 
arrived and soon as possible they took me home. Dr. Morgan 
[prescribed for me and I was in bed the balance of the day. My 
blood pressure very low and impossible to keep anything on my 
stomach. The Drs. were alarmed over my condition. I was feeling 
better toward midnight and went to sleep after keeping some food 
on my stomach. 

[Saturday Mar 14/25] The Doctors called twice during the day and 
I rested well without any pain. Received telegrams from all parts 
of the country extending sympathy and best wishes. Many called 
by phone and also came to the house. 

[Tuesday Mar 1 7/25] Called at Dr. Morgan’s office at 9 oclock and 
he gave me a thorough examination from head to foot. Blood pres- 
sure 112. Blood in excellent condition but system run down with 


14 Republican senator Wesley Livsey Jones (1863-1932). 

15 Democratic senator William Bacon Oliver (1867- 1948). 
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overwork. . . . Zella and baby leaving Long Beach for here. She no 
doubt has decided to leave Carlyle for good. My home will be filled 
from top to bottom."' 

[Saturday Mar 21/25] Zella and baby and A. F. Cardon arrived this 
morning at 9:30 a.m. Met them at train. Zella looks very bad and 
no doubt has been worrying for months past . . . 

[Sunday Mar 22/25] . . . Attended church at 11:30. Geo. D. Casto 
was the speaker. He delivered his graduation thesis giv[ing] an ac- 
count of the murder of Jos. Smith and mobbings and sufferings of 
the Mormon people at the hands of their enemies. Well delivered 
and well written. Those present enjoyed it. We had many callers 
during the day. Zella told me of her fears against Carlyle and 1 told 
her to remain at home until a complete understanding was had of 
his drunkeness and other abuses against her. She need not go back 
to him as far as I am concerned. 

[Tuesday Mar 24/25] ... I went direct to the Chicago North West- 
ern Station and waited there for train leaving for the West at 8 
p.m. 1 ' Found Mark Austin IH on train leaving at 8 oclock. He had 
with him a returned missionary and his two sons just returning 
from Holland Mission. One of his sons had lost his mind and was 
in a pitiable condition. Mark told me the story leading up to the 
loss of mind. It is a sad case. 

[Thursday Mar 26/25] . . . Arrived at Ogden on time. Was met by 
a number of Ogden people as well as reporters of Ogden and Salt 
Lake papers. Gave them an interview. Arrived at Salt Lake City at 
2:15 p.m. Was met there by some 100 leading citizens to welcome 
me home. The Chairman of the delegation was E. O. Howard. 19 1 
was driven to the Country Club for a little air and returned to Hotel 
Utah and was greeted there by a large crowd of citizens. It took 


16 Smoot encouraged Zella to leave since her husband appeared to be incorrigi- 
ble. 

17 Smoot was en route to Utah. 

18 A Mormon leader in Idaho Falls-Rexburg who ran Utah-Idaho Sugar Com- 
pany operations in eastern Idaho. 

19 Edward O. Howard, president. Walker Brothers Bank in Salt Lake City. In 
1930 he became president of the Chamber of Commerce. 
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me some time to shake hands with them. Was busy with callers and 
interviewers until bed time. I took dinner with Harold and family. 
Will make my headquarters at Hotel Utah. 

[Friday Mar 27/25] Did not sleep very well . . . Callers began to 
arrive at 8:30 a.m. I had breakfast with Mr. & Mrs Randal Jones 20 
and Dan Spencer of the Union Pacific Ry. C. E. Loose of Provo 
came from Provo with Brownie. Loose gave me an account of con- 
ditions of the Iron King. The Iron King must have about 
$40,000.00 more to develope the ore zone. He wants me to buy 
more of the Treasury stock. I did not promise him what I would 
do. Sale price of the stock is off. I played 9 holes of golf with Pres. 
Grant and Frank Y. Taylor . . . 

[Monday Mar 30/25] Had very little sleep. I could not get my mind 
off Harold’s affairs and conditions at the Iron King mine. I am 
worried over both. Was with the Presidency and Bishop Nibley for 
a couple of hours considering a number of questions of finance 
for final decision. Played golf with Grant, Nibley, and Frank Y Tay- 
lor. Bp. Nibley made the 9 holes in 42, his best record. Attended 
a dinner at the Hotel Utah given by Bp. Nibley in honor of his 56 
wedding anniversary and Rebecca Nibley’s birthday . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 31/25] The members of the Quorum of Twelve met 
at the Temple at 9:30 a.m. All present but James E. Talmage. We 
were in session until 6 oclock. Each one spoke and many subjects 
discussed, among them the three degrees of glory. A difference of 
opinion developed and a committee of 5 was appointed to collect 
all declarations on the subject and report to the Quorum at a fu- 
ture meeting. Committee appointed were as follows: Geo. F. 
Richards, O. F. Whitney, David O. McKay, Jos. F. Smith and M. 
Ballard . . . 2I 

[Wednesday Apr 1/25] After dictating letters for nearly one hour I 
went to Harold’s office and asked him for a statement of indebt- 


20 Randal Jones was liaison officer for the Union Pacific Railroad. 

21 This involved the concept of three conditions in the hereafter as opposed to 
the traditional Christian bifurcation of heaven and hell. Out of this committee came 
the definitive position offered by committee member Melvin J. Ballard and published 
in his Three Degrees of Glory (Independence, MO: Press of Zion’s Printing and Publish- 
ing Co., 1945). 
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edness. After examination I found that his losses since I was here 
last amounted to over $40,000.00 besides the accounts owing to 
Bp. Nibley, E. R. Eldredge and Joel Nibley and they amount to 
$23,416.00. These with the losses up to the time I advanced him 
nearly one quarter of a million dollars makes his losses up to date 
of approximately $327,000.00. Am sick at heart and don’t know 
what to do. I had a talk with Bp. Nibley and gave him statement 
above. He offered to sign a note with me for the money . . . 

[Thursday Apr 2/25] Dictated letters and received callers until 10 
oclock and then went to meeting of Presidency and Quorum of 
Twelve at the Temple. I prayed in the circle. Meeting lasted until 
4 p.m. I made a report of conditions in Washington and asked if 
Pres. Grant had decided to purchase the land 50 x 150 ft just south 
of the church lot now owned by the church for $40,000.00 I gave 
a detailed description of land and surroundings. No decision 
reached. After meeting played golf with Nibley, Taylor and James 
Peterson. Received a telegram from Zella telling me she had made 
up her mind to seek a divorce from Carlyle and would leave Wash- 
ington for California to begin proceedings. She would stop at Salt 
Lake City to see me. At 9:30 p.m. received word that L. L. Nunn 
died at 4 p.m. today. 

[Friday Apr 3/25] I could not sleep last night. I received a tele- 
gram from Zella stating she had decided to bring suit for divorce 
and would leave for the West tomorrow for that purpose as she 
had to sue in California. At 2:30 this morning I wired her as 
follows: “Think best you do not leave until you hear from me. 
Will write you tomorrow. Not feeling very well.” I had told no 
one about this decision. Harold’s affairs worrying me to distrac- 
tion. Attended the meeting of the Twelve and Mission Presi- 
dents at the Temple beginning at 9:30 a.m. Pres. Roberts made 
a splendid report of Eastern States Mission and described the 
School he established for Missionaries and told of splendid re- 
sults following. I did not attend afternoon meeting but with Bp. 
Nibley examined the annual report of the church companies at 
Laie, Hawaii Islands. The companies had just a fair year for 
1924. A beautiful day. 


[Saturday Apr 4/25] . . . Dictated a number of letters and then went 
to the opening of our Semi-Annual Conference at 10 oclock. The 
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Tabernacle was filled and people standing in the aisles. Pres. Grant 
opening the conference and made a very good report of conditions 
of the church’s business and bore his testimony. Speakers were 
limited to 20 minutes. A splendid feeling existed among the peo- 
ple. So many requested me to send their love to Allie. I had very 
little sleep last night and felt weak and had a headache. I told Pres. 
Grant 1 would speak tomorrow. I asked Harold to have Alice see 
her father and ask him if he would advance her $20,000.00 toward 
paying Harold’s pressing debts and I would advance the same 
amount. I told Harold I never expected to see him become a stock 
gambler and I would not assist him again . . . 

[Sunday Apr 5/25] Had to talk pensions to some old men. 22 At- 
tended Sunday Sessions of the conference. I spoke for 25 min- 
utes. I took for my subject “Thrift.” I was listened to very atten- 
tively. A splendid day. Pres. Ivins gave a very interesting talk on 
God’s dealings with the Jews. I have not seen Harold or Alice 
today. The city is crowded and the Hotel Utah jammed. Friends 
from all parts of the church wished me speedy recovery. Pres. 
Grant spoke of my work in the Senate and what I had accom- 
plished in allayed prejudice of leading men in America and out- 
side against the Mormon people. He commended my work in 
the highest terms. 

[Monday Apr 6/25] Was busy with callers until I had to leave for 
Monday conference services after I had played 9 holes of golf be- 
ginning at 6:15 a.m. Played with Pres. Grant, Geo Rail' and David 
Howell. The Tabernacle was not quite filled for morning or after- 
noon sessions. All enjoyed the closing day of the session . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 7/25] . . . Attended the special Priesthood meeting in 
the Assembly Hall from 10 until 12:30. I spoke for a short time at 
the request of Pres. Grant telling those present the necessity of 
maintaining the present sugar beet production . . . 

[Friday Apr 10/25] I had to give Harold $17,500.00 today to save 
action against him. He will have to have $22,500.00 to meet press- 


22 Smoot was no longer on the Committee on Pensions, but he still maintained 
ties with veterans groups, especially in Utah. 
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ing debts. I warned him that if he got in debt again I would not 
assist him. Had one string of callers. 

[Wednesday Apr 15/25] . . . Attended a meeting of Directors of 
Z.C.M.I. W. H. Wattis received a telegram of threatened trouble 
in the Mexican State in which he has 3500 men working on the 
Southern Pacific Ry of Mexico. I wired Secy of State to take imme- 
diate action to prevent loss of life and property. 

[Friday Apr 17/25] This was a trying day with many callers. I told 
Harold to arrange a loan at Walker Bros. Bank for $22,500.00 and 
I would sign the note for him. I cannot follow him any further. I 
attended a luncheon at the Hotel Utah to arrange for the collection 
of $25,000.00 for a fund for the orphan children of the Veterans 
of the World War. I spoke for a few minutes and had to leave to 
attend a meeting of the Utah Water Storage Commission at the 
Capitol. I spoke for harmony among the representatives of the dif- 
ferent counties interested in the Salt Lake Basin Project and with- 
out nothing would be done. I had told Mr. Jos R. Murdock the 
same thing while at Provo last Monday. Every person present voted 
to sustain my plan of construction . . . 

[Sunday Apr 19/25] At 9 oclock Richard R. Lyman called for me 
and with the special committee we went to the Rio Grande Ry De- 
pot and met Secretary of Interior Work 8c Dr. Mead 2 ' Commission 
of Reclamation ... I opened the hearings and acted as Chairman. 
Told the Secretary we wanted work to begin on the Provo Bay, 
diversion of water canal from the Weber to the Provo river and 
the beginning of construction of the dam at Echo. We were in con- 
ference for nearly two hours discussing the problems involved in 
the three mentioned points. Think things look favorable for accep- 
tance of suggestions made. R. R. Lyman gave a luncheon at 12:30 
at the Hotel Utah for visitors and about 20 citizens interested in 
the project. At 2 oclock we went to the Tabernacle to church. I 
took Dr. Mead, Secy. Work and Mr. Mather of National Park Serv- 
ice to the stand. Hugh Cannon 24 presided as the Stake Conference 


23 Under Elwood Mead (1858-1936), director of the Bureau of Reclamation, the 
Hoover Dam was built. 

24 Hugh J. Cannon was president of Salt Lake City’s Liberty Stake. He soon left 
to preside over the church’s German Mission where he had served previously. 
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was in session. The speakers were the three above named visitors 
and Bp. Nibley and Pres. Ivins ... I wrote a letter to Zella, held a 
conference with Bp. Nibley on Zella and Carlyle’s troubles and 
went to bed early. 

[Wednesday Apr 22/25] Train on time arriving at Los Angeles at 
2:30 p.m. Was met at the depot by Pres. Grant and David P. How- 
ells. They insisted I stop at the Home of the Howells and I was glad 
to do so. We went direct to the Los Angeles Country Club and 
played nine holes of golf. After dinner we drove to Hollywood and 
saw the moving picture “The Iron Horse” considerable change in 
it as shown at my home in Washington. 

[Thursday Apr 23/25 & Friday Apr 24/25] Called to see Mr. Harry 
Chandler about the Times Oratorical Contest on the Constitution. 
Found out I was to be the guest of honor and was first to attend a 
luncheon tomorrow at the Alexandria Hotel at 12 oclock and speak 
to the invited guests and contestants and I was to speak Friday 
evening at the meeting where the six contestants were to be heard 
and judges decide the standing of each. At the Luncheon about 
60 were present, among those present was McAdoo and we both 
spoke. Had out photo taken with the contestants . . . 

[Wednesday Apr 29/25] Received a telegram from Ernest asking me 
if I wanted to sell my Washington house. I wired him would sell 
for $60,000.00 if Mama was willing. Received word Bp. Nibley 
would not be here until Sunday morning. Played golf at Brentwood 
with Howells, Alex Nibley and Pres. McCune. The course is in hor- 
rible condition. 

[Friday May 1/25] Howells and I played 18 holes of golf at the Los 
Angeles Country Club. A beautiful morning. We drove back to the 
city. I went to his office, and answered a number of letters and sent 
a telegram to Sen. Warren asking him to endorse Dr. Brossard as a 
member of the Tariff Commission. Was at the home of Geo. W. 
McCune for dinner. Bro & Sister Howells were present also. Bro. 
Howells is making money in buying and selling real estate. Had a 
number of callers. Lillian Deal Wilkins wanted me to loan her son 
money to go into business but I had to refuse and wrote her the rea- 
sons why. 

[Monday May 4/25] Pres. Geo. W. McCune called and drove me to 
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the Depot at Los Angeles to meet Zella. The train was 1 hour and 
20 minutes late . . . Carlyle Nibley was at the train to meet Zella. 
Nibs 25 was tired and very thin from his sickness in Washington. We 
drove at once to Ocean Park, I stopping at Brentwood to play golf 
with Bp. Nibley. I had a talk with Zella in the afternoon and told 
her to require a promise from Carlyle that he would leave drink 
alone in the future and if he would not make the promise not to 
go back to him as a wife but begin suit for divorce and if he did 
promise and violated it, to do the same thing. We went over the 
past since her marriage and Zella talked very sensible. 

[Tuesday May 5/23] . . . After lunch had a long talk with Zella and 
she states Carlyle had promised to leave drink alone and never 
indulge again. He acknowledged his past mistakes and had learned 
his lesson. Zella decided to give him another chance but I told Zella ' 
it must be the last. She could come home any time she felt he was 
not living up to his promise. Carlyle is looking better than I ever 
saw him. He has not indulged in drink for some time. 

[Sunday May 10/25] After breakfast we went for an auto ride. I was 
very tired as I did not sleep much last night. A beautiful clear day. 
After dinner we went to Church. It had been advertized that 1 
would speak and the house was crowded. People standing in the 
aisles and lobbies. Many had to go away. Over half of the congre- 
gation were non-members of the church and many city officials. 
This is “Mother’s day.” I took that for my subject. I had to shake 
hands with a great many . . . 

[Wednesday May 13/25] . . . I had lunch at the Biltmore Hotel with 
David P. Howells, his attorney, Mr. Young a representative of the 
Crump [Krupp] Iron works 26 of Germany and Mr. Lewellyn"' of the 
California Iron Works. Had a pleasant visit. The Representative 
would like some business men to form a company and act as a 
representative of the Crump [sic] Iron Works in America. They 
can pay the duty and sell lower in coast towns tha[n] American 
Mfgrs. so he claims. Howells and Young will look into the details. 


25 Carlyle’s and Zella’s son. 

26 Krupp was Germany’s largest producer of steel, located in Essen. 

27 Silas James Llewellyn. 
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I accepted the offer of Howells and Nibley to take $25,000.00 capi- 
tal stock of the company they, with Serge Ballif organized to insure 
automobiles. The present capital is $100,000.00. It is to be in- 
creased to $150,000.00. I am to give my note for the $25,000.00 
and it is to be paid for out of the profits of the company. I am to 
guarantee a loan of $250,000.00 auto insurance paper back of it 
as collateral. Howells will take the other $25,000.00 . . . 

[Sunday May 16/25] Late last evening Bp. Nibley received a tele- 
gram that Pres. Chas. W. Penrose had died at about 9:30 p.m. Sat- 
urday May 16th. The Los Angeles Quarterly Conference began at 
10 a.m. There were present at the morning session 1005 and hun- 
dreds were turned away the house not capable of holding them. I 
announced the death of Pres. Penrose and spoke briefly of his won- 
■ derful labors for the church . . . 

[Saturday May 23/25] Bp. Nibley and I played 27 holes of golf at 
Brentwood. A beautiful day. We had lunch at club. On returning 
to the Hotel I was handed a telegram from Brownie reading as 
follows: “Iron King opened a large body high grade ore eleven hun- 
dred level.” This is a blessing from our heavenly father and I so 
acknowledge it. It will allow me to pay up before long the loans I 
have made for Harold. Have waited a long time for this and it has 
come when it will mean much to me. . . . 

[Monday May 25/25] . . . Had lunch at the club and at 1:30 
Carlyle drove Mr. Hatch the Banker, Zella, IT S. Anderson and 
myself to the fish hatchery 80 miles from here. The ride was 
through a beautiful part of Southern California. We arrived at 
the hatchery at 4:30 p.m. We all fished for an hour. I caught 57 
trout. The others the limit of 25. They allowed me to go over the 
limit. They were dressed put up in boxes containing a dozen in 
each box. We returned to Long Beach at 8 p.m. Bp. Nibley 
telephoned from Ocean Park stating he had received a letter 
from Pres. Grant that he would like the Bp. and myself to be in 
Salt Lake City by Thursday morning . . . 

[Tuesday May 26/25] Had. trunk called for and checked through to 
Salt Lake City. Bp. Nibley and I played golf at Brentwood with Alex 
Nibley and Mr. Parkford. I had a number of callers, one a large 
raiser of figs. He wants 200 Mormon families to come on his fig 
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lands and he will take care of them and make them rich. He claims 
to be the largest fig grower in the world. He was introduced to me 
by Bp. Nielson. I told him Pres. Grant was the only man that could 
decide whether the church would assist him in colonization. I ex- 
plained to him Sec. 315 of the Tariff Act and what he would have 
to do to get a raise in the duty on figs . . . 

[Thursday May 28/25] . . . Bp. Nibley’s auto was at the depot to 
meet us. I went direct to the Hotel Utah. Pres. Grant was waiting 
to see me. We went direct to my room at the Hotel and dis- 
cussed the selection of a 2nd Counselor as he had decided to 
appoint Pres. Ivins his 2nd Counselor as 1st counselor to fill the 
vacancy caused by the death of Pres. Penrose. He decided to 
appoint Bp. Charles W. Nibley as his 2nd counselor and it 
pleased me very much. He told me if I was not Senator he would 
gladly consider me for the place but under the conditions it 
would not do for me to leave the Senate as I could do more 
good there for our people than in any other position. We dis- 
cussed different parties for Presiding Bishop of the church to 
take Bp. Nibley’s place. It was not finally decided but it will no 
doubt be Edward Snow of St. George or E E Hinckley. 28 He was 
inclined to Edward Snow and 1 thought he would make a splen- 
did man for the place. Bp. Nibley told Pres. Grant later in the 
day he was in favor of E E Hinckley and I don’t know but what 
he is right. Attended meeting of 1st Presidency and Quorum 
beginning at 10 oclock. All the Quorum were present with ex- 
ception of Geo. A. Smith and O. F. Whitney. Pres. Grant pre- 
sented the name of Bp. Nibley as his 2nd Counselor and at same 
time stating he wanted Pres. A. W. Ivins for his 1st Counselor. 
His action was unanimously agreed to. He did not mention the 
question of appointment of a Presiding Bishop other than to say 
he would think it over for a week. Pres. Ivins was set apart as 1st 
Counselor and Bp. Nibley as 2nd. Pres. Grant was mouth in both 
cases . . . 

[Friday May 29/25] . . . Pres. Grant decided I had better [go] to 
Washington and see if it was not possible to get a better settlement 


28 Elmer E. Hinckley, brother of church leader and writer, Bryant Stringham 
Hinckley. 
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between Saltair Ry. Co. and the Government. I after looking over 
the papers believe the Government rightly owes the Company at 
least ten thousand dollars more than their offer. I will leave in 
about one week . . . 

[Monday June 1/25] Had a large number of callers during the day, 
and dictated quite a number of letters. Parley Eccles asked me to 
retain him as my clerk for another year. He had formed a partner- 
ship with Attorneys Nelson and Romney but would not become 
active until he left me . . . 

[Thursday June 4/25] . . . Attended the meeting at Temple of the 
1st presidency and Quorum of twelve at 10:30. I was mouth in 
blessing the water and offered the closing prayer. Raining again 
today. Pres. Grant announced the appointment of Sylvester Q. 
Cannon 29 as Presiding Bishop of the church to fill the vacancy 
caused by the appointment of Bp. Nibley as 2nd Counselor to Pres. 
Grant. The appointment is pleasing to all the members of the 
Twelve. I [had] called on Pres. Grant early this morning and at his 
request . . . [suggested] Sylvester Q. Cannon and he told me he 
was seriously considering him for the place . . . 

[Sunday June 7/25] The tabernacle was crowded morning, after- 
noon and evening sessions of the Jubilee Conference of the 
YM&YWIA. 30 Speakers morning session were Geo. A. Smith Genl. 
Supt. R R Lyman Asst, besides musical numbers. Junius F. Wells 
made a remarkable talk on Mfutual] I[mprovement] work. He was 
the one that organized the 1st Asso in the 13th Ward S.L.C. 50 
years this month. Bp. Nibley spoke for a few minutes. Afternoon 
session was an interesting one. All exercises and speeches were 
appreciated. B H Roberts and Pres. Grant spoke[.] Evening Session 
was attended by Young people mostly or almost entirely. The Tab- 
ernacle was packed. O. F. Whitney made a wonderful talk on the 
YMIA slogan “We Stand for an individual of the divinity of Jesus 
Christ.” Bp. Nibley and President Grant made short talks as well 


29 Sylvester Quayle Cannon (1877-1943), son of prominent church leader 
George Q. Cannon who died in 1901. Sylvester had been the city engineer for Salt 
Lake City. He would be ordained an apostle in 1938. 

30 The Young Men’s and Young Women’s Mutual Improvement Associations 
met annually each June. 
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as Sister [blank]. I was in hopes I would have a chance to speak to 
the young people on that occasion but was not called. The confer- 
ence continues Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. The parade will 
occur on Wednesday. It is estimated that 15,000 MIA workers are 
at the conference. 

[Thursday June 11/25] Arrived at Washington at 9 a.m. . . . The 
President telephoned me requesting me to take dinner with him 
at 7 p.m. I went and besides the Pres. & Mrs. Coolidge there were 
at the dinner Atty Genl. Sargent, 31 Mr. Sheffield 1 ' the Mexican Am- 
bassadore, Sen. Borah and myself. After dinner we discussed con- 
ditions in Mexico and it was decided to issue a warning to Mexico 
that she must protect American life and property or America 
would withdraw its support from the present administration. 31 

[Wednesday June 17/25] ... I also called to see Commissioner Spry 
on land business and at 5 oclock held a conference with Mr. Ma- 
hafee, 34 Director Finance Division of Interstate Commerce Com. 
and went over in detail the claim of the Salt Lake Garfield & West- 
ern Ry Co for damages to the road during the Government opera- 
tion of railroads during the war. The amount allowed by the Com- 
mission does not include some items I think ought to be allowed 
and we discussed the justice of the same . . , 35 

[Sunday June 21/25] Attended meeting at 11:30. I was the only 
speaker. A good attendance. Allie went with me. It is the first 
time she has attended meeting for a long time. Hope it will not 
over tax her. Had callers at the home during the day and eve- 
ning. Chloe and Ariel have decided to leave for Spokane, Wash- 
ington, next Sunday. I don’t know how we will get along without 
Chloe but she must go. She is not well and must have a rest. 
Ariel must get settled. 


31 John Garibaldi Sargent, an obscure lawyer from Vermont, replaced Stone 
when he was appointed to the Supreme Court. 

32 Presumablyjames R. Sheffield, an ambassador to Mexico. 

33 Since the revolution, Mexico had recognized American interests under execu- 
tive agreement implemented by General Alvaro Obregon. His successor, President 
Plutarco Elias Calles, abrogated this arrangement. 

34 Charles Mahaffie. 

35 This was in response to LDS president Grant’s request. 
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[Thursday June 25/25] ... At 10 oclock attended a meeting of the 
World War Foreign Debt Commission. We heard the Italian Am- 
bassadore and Mr. Alberti 1 ' on the subject of the ability of the Ital- 
ian Government to pay the debt " owing the United States. I asked 
for a complete statement of Italy’s Financial Condition and a copy 
of Italy’s 1926 budget and the estimated amount of revenue to be 
collected to meet the same. This was promised the Commission. 
The whole statement made was to impress us that Italy cannot pay 
her debt to the U.S. not even the principal. We adjourned to meet 
again next Tuesday at 10 a.m. Today’s meeting accomplished but 
little . . . 

[Saturday June 27/25] About 20 yrs ago I was asked for a donation 
by a solicitor of the Daughters of the American Revolution to pur- 
chase ground or for the erection of a building in Washington D.C. 
I gave the lady $25.00. Shortly after I received a telephone call at 
the Highlands from the lady solicitor asking if she could see me. I 
told her she could see me at my Room at the Highlands and she 
stated she would come at once. On her arrival she stated she was 
ashamed and mortified in telling me what action had been taken 
by the Officers of the DAR respecting my donation. The officers 
had decided the organization could not accept money from a man 
like me as I was a Mormon. She handed me back the money with 
tears in her eyes. I told her not to feel bad about it. The women 
did not know what they were doing and time would prove their 
position was wrong. This morning the President of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution and Mrs. A. J. Brosseau, the chairman 
of the Bonding Committee of the DAR called at my office and 
asked me to assist them as they find under the law the organization 
cannot hold property exceeding $ 1 ,000,000.00. They have planned 
to erect an auditorium to seat 3500 people and its cost will be 
nearly a million dollars and the organization is at present holding 
property to the value allowed by law. They wanted to go on with 
the bond sale. I told them the only way it could be done was to 
amend the act. They asked me if I would assist in getting the act 

36 Nobile Giacomo de Martino. 

37 Mario Alberti was the Italian representative to the commission. 

38 Italy’s debt was $1.7 billion. 
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amended and I told them I would gladly do so. They asked me for 
a letter, one they could use in selling the bonds. 1 ' 

[Tuesday June 30/25] . . . [Met with the] Foreign War Debt Com- 
mission and the Italian Ambassadore and his associates and spent 
two hours in discussion of Italy’s ability to pay. It developed the 
Ambassadore had received a cable from his Government asking 
for the following settlement. Payment of Principle only and that 
after certain reductions within 90 yrs. No back interest and no in- 
terest at all. A moratorium for 10 yrs. I told the Italian delegation 
that I would never recommend such a proposition to the Senate 
and it would not be agreed to by Congress and they could so notify 
their Government. We don’t want to close negotiations so we told 
them we wanted more information and they could return to Italy 
and collect same and during a short session in the afternoon it was 
agreed to and next meeting will be held sometime the latter part 
of August. In the mean time we are in hopes of agreement with 
France and Belgium. 

[Thursday July 2/25 ] Atty. General Sargent discussed with me the 
experience, the past life and capabilities of Edgar Brossard for a 
position as a member of the Tariff Commission. He no doubt 
was asked to do so by Pres. Coolidge as Pres. Coolidge told me 
he would appoint him. The question of his brother being em- 
ployed by a Sugar Co. in Idaho was brought up and the Atty. 
General wondered if that would not cause criticism and bar him 
from passing upon the question of the rate on sugar. I told him 
I did not think so. . . Ariel, Chloe and family left at 3 oclock over 
Baltimore & Ohio Ry. for Spokane. They will make their future 
home there at least for a time. I hated to see them leave. Mama 
will certainly miss Chloe and the boys. The home seemed almost 
deserted without them. 

[Thursday July 16/25] . . . Arrived in Salt Lake City"' at 8 a.m. on 
time. Went direct to Hotel Utah. Very hot day. Looked over accu- 
mulated mail and answered pressing ones. Had quite a number of 
callers. Held a conference with Pres. Grant and Bp. Nibley. Had 


39 A copy of the entire letter was included in his journal. 

40 Smoot had left Washington the previous Monday. 
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lunch with W. H. Wattis and asked him to give Brossard’s brother 
now employed by the Franklin Sugar Co work in some of his com- 
panies or any company not connected with the sugar interests as 
his brother was appointed a member of the Tariff Board and it is 
thought best by the Atty. General that Brossard should have no 
brother employed by a sugar co. I promised the Atty. General I 
would attend to this as soon as I arrived home. Had dinner with 
Mr. Green of Utah Power & Light Co. at Roof Garden Hotel Utah. 

[Saturday July 18/25] Played golf with Pres. Grant and S. L. Love 
at 5:30 a.m. At 8 a.m. went to Provo with Henry Taggart. I spent 
the day at Provo examining the notes of the Provo Coml. & Savings 
Bank and also overdrafts. Am not satisfied with conditions. Loans 
to Mr. Loose must be secured and reduced. I want the real estate 
taken for loans sold and reduction of Thos Pierpont ’s a/c . . . 41 

[Sunday July 19/25] ... I had Jos. T. Farrer come to the house 
and we discussed the affairs of the Bank and I told him what I 
wanted him to do with certain accounts. I told him I wanted Mr. 
Loose and him to meet me in Salt Lake City tomorrow morning 
and I wanted them present at a meeting I was going to hold with 
W. C. Orem of the Utah and Salt Lake Ry. It is for the purpose 
of consideration of his note to Provo Coml. Sc Savings Bank of 
$25,000.00. 

[Monday July 20/25] This was a busy day. I had C. E. Loose and Jos 
T. Farrer of Provo Coml. 8c Savings Bank here and I went over the 
affairs of the bank with them. I requested Mr. Loose to put up 
more security for the loans of the Loose Corporation and his per- 
sonal loans. He agreed to put up all his Gold Chain stock and his 
claim against the Big Indian Mining Co. of $20,000.00 as additional 
Security on all notes he is interested in. Loose and Farrer went 
with me to see W. C. Orem in relation to loan of Bank to himself 
and brother secured by stock of the Utah and Salt Lake Ry. It is 
no good. The road will be in the hands of a receiver as soon as 
papers can be prepared. I wrote to Chloe and sent her all the notes 


41 Loose used his position at the bank to obtain a number of unsecured loans. 
Thomas Pierpont married Smoot’s half sister Vilate and wrangled with the Smoot fam- 
ily ever since settlement of Abraham Smoot’s estate. 
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that Ariel was owing me. They amounted without interest to 
$24,000.00 . . . 

[Tuesday July 2 1/25] Was a busy day. Had one string of callers. Had 
a conference with Harold and he tells me his business is a little 
better and he was of the opinion he could make a go of it. Received 
a letter from Anne K telling me she had to have $225.00. 1 will have 
to send it to her tomorrow . . . 

[Wednesday July 22/25] . . . Later in the day I met with the Direc- 
tors of the Auto Securities Co. at my room Hotel Utah and went 
over the statement of the company with the Directors. The Di- 
rectors declared 100% stock dividend and then agreed to sell me 
$37,000.00 of the stock for $25,000.00 allowing me to participate 
in the unearned income, which consists of business placed which 
will mature within a year. This in consideration of my guarantee- 
ing a loan of the company at the Irving Nat. Bank, N.Y. of 
$250,000.00. I will decide next few days whether to take it or 
not. In evening drove to Lagoon with R. R. Lyman and wife. The 
Republicans had an outing there today and evening. An im- 
mense crowd present. Jack Demsey, R. R. Lyman and myself 
judged a swimming match. 

[Saturday July 25/25] C. E. Loose came from Provo to request me 
to secure more money for the Iron King by a loan or sale of Treas- 
ury Stock. Whenever he gets into deep water he calls on me but 
other times he is it and wants no advice. We discussed plans to 
follow and I suggested he see Jacob Bamberger and make him a 
proposition or secure a personal loan and pay some of his debts 
to Provo [Coml.] & Savings Bank for I gave him notice I would not 
allow the Iron King to overdraw . . . 

[Monday July 27/25] Met Mr. Hansen the candy man 42 at the bank 
at 7:15 a.m. I sold him the business block now occupied ground 
floor by McCoard Bros 1 ' for $22,500.00 Cash $6500.00 and mort- 
gage for 16,000 at 7% . . . 

[Wednesday July 29/25] . . . Purchased $20,000.00 of the capital 


42 Hansen Candy is still a family operation in Provo, Utah. 

43 W. M. and Harry McCoard. 
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stock of the Auto Security Co at par. David Howells asked for 
$5,000.00 assigned to me for his brother and I let him have it 
and he was to raise the money for my own stock. Company 
declared an 8% dividend for coming year to be paid quarterly. 
Brownie came to see me and we had a heart to heart talk. He 
is looking fine. I told him if the Iron King made a mine I was 
going to insist upon a good paying position for him. He has 
not touched liquor for a long time and today handed me a 
package of cigarettes and told me when he smoked again he 
would ask me for them. Packed my trunk to leave for Washing- 
ton tomorrow . . . 

[Monday Aug 10/25] . . . Attended the 1st session of the Commis- 
sion of Belgium on her debt 14 to the U.S. The Foreign War Debt 
Commission of the U.S. were all present with exception of Con- 
gressman Crisp. 4 ’ Meeting called to order of Chairman Mellon. 
The Belgium Ambassadore made a statement and it was followed 
by a statement of Mr. Mellon. Adjourned until 2 oclock p.m. Dur- 
ing the afternoon meeting Mr. Cartier 41 ’ made a statement covering 
conditions past and present of Belgium and called attention to 
what had been promised Belgium by Pres. Wilson and representa- 
tives of France and Belgium as to payment or settlement of the 
debts to those nations by Belgium and followed it with a proposi- 
tion of settlement about as follows: Pay the principal of the war 
debt in 75 annual instalments without interest and the post Armi- 
stice debt in 75 yrs with interest beginning at 1% and advancing 
each five years until it reaches 3%. 

[Thursday Aug 13/25] ... I then made a proposition for settlement 
that I thought Belgians would accept from what they told me yes- 
terday while at lunch at the Belgian Embassy . . . This was virtually 
agreed to and it was made to the Belgians on their arrival at 1 1 
oclock. They wanted until tomorrow morning to consider it. This 
is as good an offer as we can make and I will have a hard time to 
get it through the Senate. Secy Mellon and I will present it to the 

44 Belgium’s debt amounted to $379 million. 

45 Democratic representative Charles Robert Crisp (1870-1937) of Georgia. 

46 Baron de Cartier. 
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President before final agreement is reached with the Belgians. We 
so told them today. 

[Friday Aug 14/25] The Foreign War Debt Com met at 10 oclock 
and we finally agreed upon making the Belgians an offer along the 
line of my proposal with single exception of a decrease in payment 
on 1st and 2nd years and amount added beginning the 11th year. 

. . . We refused all of them and they finally agreed to our proposi- 
tion. Nothing was to be given out to the press. Secy. Mellon and 
myself were to meet the President at Plymouth, Vt. next Monday 
morning. I will leave Washington at 2:05 p.m. Sunday, meet Secy. 
Mellon at New Haven and a special car will be arranged for us 
there. Will go by train within 4 miles of Plymouth and Atty Gen- 
eral’s daughter will meet us at train and drive us by auto to Ply- 
mouth. We will take breakfast with the President Monday morn- 
ing. Will have a hard time to secure favorable action by the Senate 
on terms of settlement. 

[Monday Aug 17/25] . . . We were met at Ludlow by the Secret 
Service men and the President’s car as well as by about 20 news- 
paper reporters. We remained but a few minutes at Ludlow and 
then were driven in the President’s car to Plymouth where the 
President was stopping at the home of his father. A great 
[crowd] of people were gathered about, among them newspaper 
reporters, camera men and people living nearby. President and 
Mrs. Coolidge greeted us and we immediately proceeded to con- 
sider the proposed terms the U.S. Commission was ready to 
offer Belgians if satisfactory to the President. I presented the 
items in detail and explained the result of same to the President. 
We were considering the same for about 1 1/2 hours. They were 
satisfactory to the President and we immediately prepared a 
statement for the Press. The President handed it to his orderly 
with instructions to give it to the newspaper reporters. It will 
appear in the Press of the country. . . . We had a very pleasant 
conference and the President wanted us to express to the Com- 
mission his thanks for the results. Then the camera men and 
photographers were called and the President, Mellon and myself 
were photoed and moving pictures taken of us on the front 
porch of the home of the President while a boy. The President 
took us into the room that his father administered the oath of 
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office as the President of the United States. It was now time for 
lunch. Ex-Governor Stickney 1 ' gave the lunch at the Echo Lake 
Inn, it is located between Plymouth and Ludlow. A splendid 
lunch was served. After lunch we returned to Plymouth and we 
talked politics and appointments for about one hour. The Presi- 
dent then took us for an auto ride. We drove as far as Stock- 
wood and returned. We visited and discussed numerous ques- 
tions until 6:30 p.m. Again walked about grounds for the movie 
photographer. . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 25/25] Ordered photo of President Coolidge, Secy. 
Mellon and myself taken at Plymouth, Vt for Dr. Wm. G. Morgan 
and also one for myself. Made Mr. Barrett" an offer for 1/2 inter- 
est in his business for Ernest at $5,000.00 cash and a guaranteed 
credit for $5,000.00 more. This includes Barrett’s Auto Business 
selling Cadillac Cars and his garage business, it includes all tools 
and appliances used in the garage and repair shop. He will decide 
by tomorrow. I want to get Ernest in some kind of business. Busy 
at office. Had considerable Department work to attend to. 

[Thursday Aug 2 7/25 ] Gave a statement to News service and report- 
ers on the debt agreement between England and France as re- 
ported in morning press. I assured them the American Debt Com- 
mission would pay no attention to it. I think it a cheap piece of 
propaganda for Winston Churchill and Caillaux 49 to indulge in. 
Raw in the extreme. Held a conference with Mark Sullivan on his 
article to be incorporated in a textbook on my contest case . . .’° 

[Thursday Sept 3/25] Arrived at Salt Lake City’ 1 at 7:50 a.m. Went 
with Ernest direct to Hotel Utah . . . Called to see Harold and dic- 
tated a few letters. Then went to the meeting of Presidency and 
Quorum of Twelve at the Temple. Made a report of what had hap- 
pened in Washington during the month of August covering ac- 


47 Former governor William Wallace Stickney of Vermont. 

48 Charles Barrett had an automobile dealership in Washington, D.C. 

49 Joseph Caillaux was the head of the French War Department Commission. 

50 See Mark Sullivan, Our Times: The United States 1900 1925 (New York, Lon- 
don: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1926) 1:584-5. 

51 Smoot had left Washington the previous Monday with his youngest son Er- 
nest who had not been home for over two years. 
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dons of Foreign World War Debt Commission and final settlement 
with Belgium. Gave interviews with newspapers. 

[Tuesday Sept 8/25] I called on A. W. McCune. He leaves here today 
for Los Angeles on his way to San Francisco and then to New York. 
He holds my note for money borrowed for Harold of $35,000.00 
and interest for one year. Ray his son reported to him situation at 
Iron King. They both were impressed with the favorable showing. 
McCune told me not to worry about my note, he did not need the 
money and if anything happened to him he had instructed Ray I 
was not to be crowded for payment. I told McCune I did worry 
about it and made him this offer. I would give him 28,000 shares 
of Iron King stock for the note and he accepted same. He has a 
chance of making considerable on the deal but I have my note 
paid. Bp. Nibley thought I had made a financial mistake but I feel 
safer in doing so . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 9/25] ... I remained for 11/4 hours and returned 
to Salt Lake in time to meet Wm. Bateman and Preston Richards 
at my room at the Hotel at 8 p.m. We discussed the sale of the old 
home corner on 1st South and 2nd East Street.’ 2 We agreed to sell 
for $45,000.00 I will meet party wishing to buy it tomorrow morn- 
ing and make him the offer. 

[Saturday Sept 12/25] . . . Brownie came up to tell me good bye. 
Agreed to sell the old home of Mr. Eldredge, the corner lot and 
E. R. Eldredge’s lot 15 x 15 rods on 1st South St. for $45,000.00. 
Gave an option for 30 days. I told Brownie I would advance him 
$5,000.00 to go into the sheep business with Mr. Natcher [name 
not completely legible]. I left with Ernest on Los Angeles Limited 
train at 12:50 . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 15/25] Arrived in Washington at 9 a.m. . . . The Presi- 
dent had his secy, telephone me asking that I take dinner with him 
at 7 p.m. I accepted of course . . . After dinner I discussed pending 
questions until 9:40 p.m. . . . He had his auto called and took me 
home. 


52 This was the property of Smoot’s father-in-law, Horace Eldredge, who had 
given much of his holdings to his daughter, Allie, as part of the estate settlement. 
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[Thursday Sept 17/25] This is the 41st anniversary of our wedding 
day. Beautiful clear day as every one has been[,] beginning with 
the day we were married. Was very busy with callers and mail. Re- 
ceived a telegram from Brownie wanting $500.00 at once . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 22/25] Mr. Rayburn, Secy. Chamber of Commerce 
of Salt Lake City 5 * arrived here and I spent a good part of the day 
with him. He is here to assist in securing a Veterans’ Hospital at 
Salt Lake City and the improving of Fort Douglas. We called on 
Director Heines’ 1 and in a conference with him and Dr. Black we 
planned our campaign. Heines is Chairman of the Hospitalization 
Board and is in favor of a hospital at Salt Lake City. I will take the 
question up with other members of the Board. I am well ac- 
quainted with them all. Usual business at the office. 

[Thursday Sept 24/25] Requested Genl. Hines to have me called 
before the Hospitalization Board at their next meeting to make a 
statement for the establishment of one at Salt Lake City. He will 
do so. I will write a letter to each of the Board members. At 10 
oclock met with the French Debt Commission 55 at the office of 
Treasurer Mellon. All members of the American Commission were 
present and the French Commission was headed by M. Caillaux 
and consisted of 12 persons. Meeting called to order by Mellon. 
Caillaux presented France’s proposition of settlement . . . The 
proposition is ridiculous. I told the Commission I never would vote 
for it or even suggest it to the Senate. No member of our Commis- 
sion was in favor of it. The French Commission withdrew and we 
discussed terms for a short time and adjourned until 4 p.m. We 
met at 4 p.m. and not a member of the Commission would even 
consider the French offer. ... At 10 p.m. Secy. Hoover, Secy. Kel- 
logg and myself went to the home of Secy. Kellogg and prepared 
an answer to the French proposition of a settlement to be submit- 
ted to the full commission tomorrow. It was after midnight when 
I got to bed. 

53 Joseph H. Rayburn, general secretary, Salt Lake City Chamber of Commerce 
and Commercial Club. 

54 General Frank Thomas Hines, director, United States Veterans’ Bureau and 
later Administrator of Veterans' Affairs. 

55 The French War debt was $3.4 billion. 
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[Friday Sept 25/25] The two Commissions met after the U.S. Com- 
mission had considered the answer prepared by Hoover, Kellogg 
and myself last night. The full committee accepted it and the 
French Commission was called in. Chairman Mellon read the state- 
ment. Mr. Caillaux in behalf of the French Com. asked time to 
consider it and did not think they would be ready to report before 
next Monday. This, of course, was granted. Our statement . . . was 
not very well received. The U S Commission remained in session 
and discussed our further action when we meet Monday at which 
time France will advise she cannot agree to our statement made 
and ask us to make another proposition. 

[Sunday Sept 27/25 ] ... We all visited the Home and tomb of Wash- 
ington and all returned to the Home of Secy Mellon for lunch. I 
was to the left of Caillaux at lunch table and discussed public ques- 
tions during lunch time. After lunch we discussed French Debt and 
he explained to me in his own way the political and financial con- 
ditions in France. It looks as if we cannot reach an agreement . . . 

[Thursday Oct 1/25] The Sub Committee of the American Debt 
Commission met the President at 9 oclock. We reported to him 
just what the situation was this morning. We also presented the 
proposition we intended to make to France at 10 oclock. The Presi- 
dent upheld every position I had taken and was strongly opposed 
to the so called Caillaux Security clause as proposed by Caillaux 
or the modified one prepared by Mellon and Hoover. We decided 
to issue a statement, contradicting the report that a settlement had 
been agreed upon . . . 

[Friday Oct 2/25] Received a letter from the Bank Examiner at 
home complaining about Mr. Loose’s loans at the Provo Cml & 
Savings Bank and the complaint is justified. I presented to Senator 
Paul Dupuy 5b a volume containing the Book of Mormon, Doctrine 
and Covenants and the Pearl of Great Price and received an ac- 
knowledgment of same in a very appreciative letter. He asked me 
where he could secure a hook of Mormon after I had explained 
our religion to him at the Henderson dinner. I had a long talk with 
Mr. Caillaux on the principals of Mormonism. Have tried to get 


56 Presumably a member of the French War Debts Commission. 
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my letters and some private correspondence attended to. Had a 
headache last two days and nights and secured very little sleep. 

[Saturday Oct 3/25] . . . Received many letters of commendation 
on my position on the settlement of the war debt with France. Alice 
Longworfh ' telephoned me late this evening telling me how de- 
lighted she was with my stand. 

[Tuesday Oct 6/25 ] Attended a meeting of the World War Debt 
Commission and the Czechoslovakian Com s at Sec. Mellons office 
at 10 oclock . . . The Czechk’s submitted a statement as to their 
ability to pay. We sat for a photo and adjourned. 

[Saturday Oct 10/25] ... I went [with] Harold, Ernest and Dick Lee 
to the Ball Park and saw Washington defeat Pittsburg by a score 
of 4-3. Very cold. There were about 39,000 purchased tickets. An 
exciting game. This give Washington 2 victories out of 3 games. 1 ' 

[Tuesday Oct 13/25] Decided to go to Utah but will have to be 
back here by November 1st to meet the Italian Debt Commis- 
sion. I do feel it is necessary for me to see what shape the Iron 
King Mine is in. Attended a luncheon given by the President in 
honor of the Czechoslovakian Debt Commission at one oclock. 
Began preparation at office for my absence. Took Allie to 
Keith’s in the evening . . . 

[Friday Oct 16/25] Read most of the day. Became interested in Blair 
Coins book entitled “The Red Web.” 60 It contains some most as- 
tounding statements naming public men being connected with the 
Russian Bolshevic movement. Among them LaFollett, Wheeler, 
Borah, Walsh of Mont, Brookhart, Ladd, Frazier, Norris and oth- 
ers. It is a history of the persecution of Daughtery Atty General . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 20/25] Was at the bank 61 from 8 a.m. until 10 going 


57 Alice Roosevelt Longworth, daughter of Theodore Roosevelt. 

58 The Czechoslovakian debt was $91.9 million. 

59 This was the 1925 World Series. 

60 See Blair Coan, The Red Web: An Underground Political History of the United 
States from 1918 to the Present Time Showing How Close the Government is to Collapse, and 
Told in an Understandable Way (Chicago: Northwest, 1925). 

61 Smoot arrived in Provo on 17 October. 
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over bank affairs with Jos T. Farrer the Cashier. I told Farrer just 
what I was intending to do with the Iron King and I gave him a 
list of indebtedness of Mr. C. E. Loose and other indebtedness 
he was liable for and told him I wanted them all fixed up with 
Security and release all of Loose’s Iron King stock we now hold. 
I told him the securities I was going to require Loose to give . . . 
I left for Salt Lake City at 10 oclock with Jos. R. Murdock. We 
talked irrigation all the way. I told him I would sell him my Utah 
Lake Reservoir Stock at 25 cents per share and Mr. L L Nunn’s 
stock could be bought for the same. I have nearly 65 thousand 
shares ... At 5 oclock 1 had C. E. Loose who owns the Contract 
of the Iron King come to my office. I told him the agreement 
with Fitch and Crane and he approved of it. I then told him 
what securities I wanted him to give the Provo Coml and Savings 
Bank for all his, his family and his companies indebtedness and 
he agreed to my propositions. This arrangement will comply [in] 
securing] about 150,000.00 owing by them. Callers until 6:30. 
Oh how tired I was. Had dinner with Harold and went to bed at 
10 oclock. A days work that lifts a load from my shoulders and a 
great worry over condition at the Bank. 

[Wednesday Oct 21/25] ... I had a string of callers during the day. 
Harold had to have $ 10,000.00 and I signed a note for him for that 
amount. The man holding an option on the property of the heirs 
of Chloe Eldredge for $45,000.00 notified me he would not exer- 
cise the option. I am sorry for this. Political callers took a good 
portion of the morning. 

[Thursday Oct 22/25] Attended meeting of the Presidency and 
Twelve at the temple from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. I was mouth in the 
circle. Made a report of settlement of Belgian debt and what oc- 
curred at meetings with a view of reaching an agreement with the 
Caillaux Debt Commission of France. 

[Friday Oct 23/25] ... In the evening I attended a reception given 
by Bro and Sister Jos Daynes in honor of Bro Ballard and J Rulen 
Wells who depart in a few days to open up the South American 
Mission. I was asked to speak and did so my subject being “the 
pleasant things at Washington” about 50 were present. 


[Saturday Oct 24/25] ... I agreed finally with C E Loose as to secu- 
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rity he was to give the bank for the $150,000.00 borrowed money 
he was responsible for and instructed the Cashier and attorney to 
prepare the necessary papers to carry out the agreement. I will feel 
like a load is taken off my shoulders when the agreement is exe- 
cuted. I intended to return to Salt Lake City in the evening but 
decided not to for I wanted a talk with Brownie on the way he is 
living and acting before I return. Ida Smoot Dusenberry called to 
see me in the evening. 

[Sunday Oct 25/25] I had a talk with Brownie. It was not satisfactory. 
He denied wrong doing as reported to me but I know he is not 
treating his family right. I warned him of his associates and what 
would follow if he did not change. 

[Saturday Oct 31/25] Arrived in Washington at 9 a.m. . . . The 
French newspapers carrying a story of my putting my feet on the 
table as soon as the American 8c French Commission finally 
decided it was impossible to reach an agreement. The papers of 
this country are copying it. Receiving many letters of congratula- 
tions on my stand on the French debt question. Found Allie 
much better. She wanted me to take her to a movie in the 
evening and I did so. 

[Tuesday Nov 3/25] Decided to pay up all Brownie’s debts. I know 
of about 7,000.00 and then I am going to tell him I cannot follow 
him in the future as in the past. Called at Interior Dept and Agri- 
culture Dept on business for constituents. Called on the Norwe- 
gian Minister regarding church affairs among them the privilege 
of the Presiding Bishopric holding property in Norway. Attended 
a dinner given by the President in honor of the Italian Debt Com. 
I consider them a higher type of man than the French Com. The 
Norwegian Minister was nasty and demanded that I get a resolu- 
tion adopted by other Christian church’s admitting that the Mor- 
mon Church was a Christian church for Nomay did not consider 
it so. I was put out at this insulence and I took about 1/2 hour 
telling him why the Mormon church was the real Christian church 
and not only professed the Christ and lived to his teachings and 
made them a party of the every day life of its adherence. I bore 
him my personal testimony. He mellowed greatly and asked me to 
get some published statement on the subject by well known men 
not members of the church. 
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[Friday Nov 6/25] The American Debt Commission met at 10 
oclock. The Italians made another offer which meant that the pre- 
sent value of same was $370,000,000.00 in payment for an obliga- 
tion of 2,045,000,000.00. Payments were strung out for 77 yrs with 
heaviest payments after 50 years. I was opposed to such a settle- 
ment and was supported by Hoover, Burton and partly by Kellogg. 
Discussion became a little warm and personal. Secy Mellon, Olney 
and Hurley wanted to accept it. Congressman] Crisp was a little 
doubtful. It was finally decided to not act but meet again at 4 p.m. 
In the mean time I saw the President and he thought I ought to 
let the Italians sweat a little. We met at 4 p.m. Discussion continued 
and it was finally decided that Secy Mellon notify the Italians we 
could not accept their offer . . . 

[Monday Nov 9/25] Apeared before the Hospitalization Board of 
the Veterans Bureau and gave reasons for the establishing of a 
Veterans Hospital in Salt Lake City. It is reported that Sen King 
protests against it. So stated to me by D Black . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 11/25] I did not feel like going to the Italian Re- 
ception given this evening by the Italian Ambassadore. ... I in- 
sisted that the offer be a final one and Mellon and others objected. 
I gave notice it would be final as far as I was concerned. I would 
take no part in any further negotiations and I wanted the Italian 
Commissioners to know it. The Italian Commission was called in 
and the two propositions were made to them and they took them 
under consideration. 

[Thursday Nov 12/25 ] ... A letter was read from the Italians accept- 
ing my proposition for settlement with a slight change in wording 
of privilege of postponing payment of Principal for 2 yrs which we 
later agreed to. I took occasion to remind the Italians that it would 
be a hard thing to secure favorable consideration of the settlement 
in the Senate. . . . The subcommittee called on the President and 
I told the President the details of the settlement as well as Hoovers 
suggested plan. He favored a definite settlement and approved of 
the plan agreed to. The Italian delegation was called in and it was 
finally agreed to sign the agreement next Saturday morning at 1 1 
a.m. ... I am very tired and glad the strain of settlement with the 
Italians is over . . . 
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[Saturday Nov 21/25 ] . . . Pres Coolidge asked me to take a trip with 
he and Mrs. Coolidge on the Mayflower, leaving the Pier at 12:30 
tomorrow and returning Monday morning. I accepted but Mrs. 
Smoot was not well enough to go. 

[Sunday Nov 22/25] . . . Went on board of Mayflower at 12:30. 
There were present guests of Pres and Mrs. Coolidge, Sen Lenroot, 
Congressman & Mrs. Stilson, 112 Solicitor Genl & Mrs. [William D.] 
Mitchell, and Mayor and Mrs. Grant and myself. A beautiful day. 
The day was spent in chatting, talking legislation and politics and 
eating. Had lunch, tea, dinner and late tea. The movie Annie 
Rooney with Mary Pickford leading character. All enjoyed it. Went 
to bed shortly after 1 1 p.m. 

[Thursday Nov 26/25] I was at the office for a short time to look 
over personal letters and the home papers. Played golf with Ernest. 
Thanksgiving dinner at 2 oclock. We had with us Mrs. VanWinkel 
and a lady friend of hers. In the evening had a moving picture 
shown at the home, entitled Vanishing Americans, a very remark- 
able production . . . 

[Friday Nov 27/25] After getting through with callers and dictating 
letters I met with an accident. I took a bottle of Poland water off 
the ice to take a drink and as I raised it to fill the glass the bottle 
slipped and I tried to catch it with my right hand in which I held 
the glass and it smashed the glass and cut my fingers quite badly. 
I went to the Hospital and my little finger was cut so bad the Doctor 
had to take 3 stitches in it. Nothing serious . . . 

[Sunday Nov 29/25] . . . Had a number of callers during the day to 
see how badly I was injured. The papers reported I was very serious 
hurt and some of them that I had lost my hand. 

[Tuesday Dec 1/25] . . . Secy Mellon and I called on the President 
and submitted the terms and the President approved of same. I 
asked Secy Mellon to give to the Smithsonian Institution 
$8,000,000.00 to erect a National Art Gallery to bear his name. I 
left with him the plans of the building as drawn by Architect 


1,2 Apparently Republican representative John Quillin Tilson (1866-1958) of 
Connecticut. 
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Platt 6 ' and the ground plan showing where it should be located. 
He seemed favorable disposed but stated it ought to be endowed 
to make it an assured success. I told him I would undertake to 
raise an endowment fund of $50,000,000.00 if he would build 
the building. A great step forward if this can be accomplished. 

[Saturday Dec 5/25/ . . . No action was taken on the treatment of 
the Republican Insur[g]ents or so called Progressives. That ques- 
tion will come up at next meeting. Most of the regular republicans 
were present. I asked Mrs. Coolidge if she would accept a fur coat 
either evening or day coat from the National Fur Asso of America. 
I told her I thought there was nothing improper in doing so and 
that the Association had given Mrs. Harding one. She will let me 
know in the morning . . . 

[Sunday Dec 6/25] Mrs. Coolidge called me by phone and told me 
she would prefer an evening coat. Will notify Pres of Association 
tomorrow . . . 

[Thursday Dec 10/25] Held a conference with Pres Coolidge at 9 30 
AM. . . . Went from the White House to a meeting of the Regents 
of the Smithsonian Institution. Full attendance. We agreed to ap- 
pointment of Dwight Morrow' 1 ' as a Regent to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Judge Gray . . 

[Friday Dec 18/25] Sen Borah made a forceful speech against the 
World Court and Lenroot and Walsh of Mont in favor of it. I took 
Max Wulfsohn 66 and Sami N. Samuels of New York to the White 
House to see Mrs. Coolidge as per appointment arranged by me. 
They presented a beautiful fur coat to Mrs. Coolidge in behalf of 
the American Fur Merchants Association and Consolidated Fur 
Mfgrs. It fit her to perfection. I later in the day telephoned her that 
next week they would present her with a beautiful Ermine Fur Eve- 
ning coat. I took them to the President’s office and the President 
met them . . . Max Wulfsohn asked me to allow this Association to 


63 Charles Adams Platt, prominent New York architect. 

M Morrow was a businessman from New York, later United States Ambassador 
to Mexico. 

65 United States Circuit Court judge George Gray. 

66 Max Wulfsohn, a business friend of Smoot’s involved in the furrier business. 
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present to Mrs. Smoot a fur coat for Christmas. He wanted to give 
her an Ermine Evening coat but mama did not want it. Signed a 
note with Harold for 28,000.00 and wired Deseret Savings Bank 
to advance him 10,000.00 and I would guarantee it . . . 

[Saturday Dec 19/25] . . . Received a letter from Zella [who] wanted 
$5,000.00 to clear their [land] at Long Beach of a mortgage so they 
could move the house just built on it and then lease it to an oil 
company. They are driving wells within a hundred feet of their 
home and great excitement as wells are producing in the new field 
in which the home is located and the people of Long Beach expect 
a greater oil boom in it than was at Signal Mill. 

[Wednesday Dec 23/25 ] The President telephoned me that he would 
like me to call as soon as I conveniently could. I went at 9:30. He 
wanted me to let him know my programe in handling the Revenue 
Bill and if I had decided on any changes. ... I told him of the few 
changes in rates I wished to secure. He stated the changes and 
programe were agreeable to him. We discussed a number of other 
question^]. I sent out a large number of New Years cards called 
on the Norwegian Minister and left with him a number of books 
and pamphlets from non-Mormon sources in favor of the people. 
He will send them to his government to show the officials that the 
Mormon Church is a Christian Church not withstanding claims of 
professed Christians to the contrary. Clear but cold. 
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[Sunday Jany 3/26] I was at the [senate] office at 9:45 am. Had a 
few callers. Looked over my mail and answered a few pressing let- 
ters. Attended church at 1 1 :30. This was fast day. Had a large num- 
ber of speakers and it was the best fast day & meeting I have at- 
tended for a long time. In the evening Gov [now Land Office Com- 
missioner] Spry and wife took lunch with us. A rainy day. 

[Sunday Jany 10/26] I am 64 years old today. A fine clear morning. 
Was at the office from 10 until 11:30. Attendfed] church. Bro 
McLaughlin was the speaker. He had most of the congregation 
laughing yet his remarks were filled with good doctrine. Gov and 
Mrs Spry was with us for supper. Received a large number of tele- 
grams from California to New York extending birthday greetings. 

[Friday Jany 15/26] . . . The President telephones me that he would 
like me to call at 6:30 and advise him of the present condition of 
Revenue Bill before Finance Com. I did so and explained to him 
our program . . . 

[Friday Jany 22/26] The time in the Senate was occupied in discuss- 
ing the World Court. I submitted my report on the Revenue Bill. 
An effort was made to agree upon a date to vote on the World 
Court. I stated I would even vote for clo[s]ure rather than see the 
passage of the revenue bill delayed. 

[Saturday Jany 30/26] Attended a meeting of Debt Commission 10 
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oclock. The Yugoslaves' declined our offer to settle on the basis of 
the Romanian 2 Settlement and pleaded their inability to do so . . . 

[Tuesday Feby 2/26] I called a meeting of Western Senators and 
Representatives to meet me at my office at 9 a.m. about 25 of them 
attended. I told them the meeting was called to consider legislation 
to assure the title of School Sections to the State and fixing a limit 
of time in which the Government could claim said sections on ac- 
count of mineral discovery. This action is brought about by the 
decision by the Supreme Court in the Sweet Case . . . 

[Friday Feby 26/26] Was asked by the President to come to his office 
at 10 oclock to present at the signing by him of the new Revenue 
Bill. I was present. Those included in the picture taken by the Mov- 
ies and photographers were Pres Coolidge, Secy Mellon, myself, 
Sen [Furnifold] Simmons, Congressman Green,’ Garner/ and 
[Representative John] Tilson and Mr. [Everett] Sanders Secy to the 
President. The President signed the Bill at 10:25 a.m. and then 
handed me the pen and holder he had just signed the bill with. His 
office was crowded with movie men and photographers . . . 

[Saturday Feby 27/26] Ernest returned from New York and brought 
me returns of sale of the one thousand shares of North Eastern 
Power Co Stock that Mr. Mitchell let me have at 20.00 per share. 
It was sold at a profit to me of $9000.00. I purchased 1000 of Na- 
tional Electric Power Co around 27.50 per share with the hope it 
will advance . . . Still receiving telegrams and letters of congratu- 
lations of passage of the Revenue Bill. 

[Thursday Mar 4/26] . . . The stock market rallied from the slump 
of the last week which has been the most severe ever known on 
the stock exchange. There has been Billions of dollars lost the last 
few days . . . 

[Saturday Mar 6/26] . . . The Bureau of Commercial Economics 


1 Yugoslavia’s debt for the war amounted to $51.8 million. 

- Romania owed $37.9 million. 

3 Democratic representative Robert Alexis Green (1892-1973) of Florida. 

4 Democratic representative John Nance Garner (1868-1967) of Texas. Garner 
would be Franklin D. Roosevelt’s running mate in 1932, win re-election again in 1936, 
and serve in that office until 1941. 
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gave at the Wardman Park Hotel Theatre a “Utah Night” in my 
honor the theatre was filled. I received a splendid reception. Was 
introduced by Mrs. Boggs. My speech was well received. The music 
was good. The films of Utah were splendid and a great and fa- 
vorable] surprise to those present. A splendid occasion. There 
were a number of Senators and foreign representatives present. 

[Monday Mar 22/26] ... At th[e Finance Committee] meeting I 
made the appointment of the 5 members of the Joint Commission 
on Taxation as follows: Smoot, Watson, Reed, Simmons andjones 5 
of New Mex. Congressman Green of the House has appointed the 
five members of the House. The day in the Senate was occupied 
in the discussion of the Long and Short Haul Bill. 6 Ernest came to 
me for help to meet losses he had made in Stock deals amounting 
to about 12,000.00. 1 will have to help him. I telephoned to Mr. 
Mitchell of New York and asked him his advice as to future of the 
National Electric & Power Co as Ernest had purchased 1400 shares 
at about 27.50 per share and [it] had fallen to 21.00 today. 

[Thursday Mar 25/26] ... At 2 oclock the Italian Debt Settlement 
Bill was placed before the Senate. I made the opening speech in 
favor of the Settlement made through the World War Foreign 
Debt Commission. Spoke for nearly three hours. Was listened at- 
tentively by the Senators. At the close of my speech was congratu- 
lated by many Senators both Republicans and Democrats. 

[Friday Mar 26/26] . . . The Vice President took occasion to con- 
gratulate me on my speech made yesterday and stated it was a 
remarkable presentation of the subject, well delivered and up- 
held the traditions and dignity of the Senate. Received many 
congratulations on my speech and Senator Butler Chairman of 
the Republican National Committee ordered 100,000 copies of 
the speech. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 1/26] The stock market recovered somewhat to-day. 
I have again told Ernest he must not buy a share of stock unless 


■’ Democratic senator Andrieus Aristieus Jones (1862-1927). 

11 Also called the “Gooding Act,” an amendment to the Interstate Commerce 
Act, it prohibited railroads from charging high rates for short distances to subsidize 
long hauls. 
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he secures my consent. He has lost about 20,000.00 up to date. I 
called to see Mr. Hime on this subject and he expressed his desire 
to get Ernest out and would let me know if any chance arose . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 13/26] Busy at office until 11 oclock when Senate 
met. Sen McKeller 7 made a speech against the Italian Debt Settle- 
ment. Made a vicious attack on the Italian premier Musolini. 8 9 A 
very unwise speech. . . . Attended a meeting of the World War For- 
eign Debt Commission held at the apartments of Secy Mellon at 
5:30 p.m. The Secretary presented a tentative agreement of the 
French debt and wanted authority to tell the French Ambassadore 
it would be accepted. I objected and stated I did not want one word 
made public that an agreement was made or near settlement 
reached of the French debt until I had secured action on the Italian 
Debt Settlement. The balance of the members of the Commission 
agreed with me. 

[Wednesday Apr 14/26] . . . Wired President Grant he had better 
come to Washington at once if he desired to see the Japanese 
Cherry trees in blossom. 

[Sunday Apr 18/26] Expect Pres Grant wife and two daughters here 
tomorrow morning. Was at the office for 1 1/2 hours and dictated 
a number of letters. Attended church at 11:30 a.m. Two young 
elders were the speakers. I announced that Pres Grant would reach 
here next Tuesday and the question of erecting a new church build- 
ing in Washington and would attend church services next Sunday. 

[Sunday Apr 25/26] I was at the office for 11/2 hours and then 
attended Sunday Services at 11:30 a.m. The house was crowded. 
Pres Grant was the only speaker. All present was greatly pleased 
with his remarks. We had a number of non-members present. 
After dinner Pres Grant and I visited the zoo. He and his two 
daughters and myself took dinner at the Home of Eugene 
Meyer’s ' at 8 oclock. After dinner the wife of the Polish Minister 


7 Democratic senator Kenneth Douglas McKellar (1869-1957) of Tennessee. 

8 Benito Mussolini (1883-1945), the Italian fascist dictator. By 1929 Mussolini 
controlled the Italian government and began imperialistic designs that led to the con- 
quest of Ethiopia and occupation of Albania. He signed an alliance with Nazi Ger- 
many in 1939. 

9 Eugene Meyer was director of the War Finance Corporation. 
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wanted to discuss Mormonism with me and I willingly complied. 
I certainly gave her something to think about. 

[Wednesday Apr 28/26] In the Senate I secured the passage of the 
Czechoslovak debt settlement. This is the last one of the debt set- 
tlements up to date that had been agreed to . . . 

[Thursday Apr 29/26] A meeting of the Debt Commission was held 
and the Chairman announced that the French Ambassador had 
received word from his Government that the proposition for set- 
tlement of the debts of France owing the US was acceptable and 
the Ambassadore was authorized to sign the agreement on the part 
of France. The Commission called on the President and laid before 
him the terms of the Settlement and I explained the terms in detail 
and the President approved the terms of the settlement. We gave 
a statement of the Settlement to the press. The only settlement 
pending was the one of Yugoslavia on a basis of 32 1/5% present 
value and I told the Commission I would look over it in detail and 
talk with some of the Senators and would decide whether I would 
agree to it or not. George Albert Smith arrived to attend the An- 
nual Conference of the Boy Scouts. 

[Saturday May 8/26] The strike in England 1 " growing and very se- 
rious. No settlement in sight. The Finance Committee met at 10:30 
Secy Mellon testified in the case of Greece’s debt 11 to the U S and 
presented copy of the agreement between Greece and the United 
States dated Feby 10 1918 agreeing to advance Greece 50,000,000 
or 250 million francs. We had advanced $15,000,000.00 and re- 
cited reasons why we have not advanced the balance . . . 

[Tuesday May 11/26] I took lunch with Vice President Dawes and 
Sir Josiah Stamp of London. The discussion naturally concerned 
the Labor Strike in England. I was pleased when he read a cable- 
gram he had just received stating the strike was near at end. We 
discussed the economic conditions of the world and war debt set- 


10 Called the General Strike of 1926, it was triggered by layoffs caused by post- 
war economic depression, falling exports, and industrial non-competitiveness due to 
inefficiency and lack of mechanization. 

11 It amounted to $37.9 million. 
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dement. I took a party of seven to the Circus in the evening. Allie 
insisted upon going . . . 

[Wednesday May 12/26] Mr. S. Z. Mitchell called to see me and we 
discussed pending legislation effecting water powers and particu- 
larly the Boulder Dam Bill. 12 He offered assistance in my campaign 
this fall. Senate passed the Banking bill. A beautiful day. Mr Ray- 
burn of Salt Lake called and reported to me W W Armstrong had 
notified him he was going to support me for re-election. I wrote 
him a letter expressing appreciation. I did not feel well enough to 
attend the Banquet of the U S Chamber of Commerce. 

[Thursday May 27/26] . . . Held a meeting of Public Land Commis- 
sion and began the consideration of the buildings to be erected in 
Washington D.C. under the authorization of $10,000,000.00 for 
coming year. We made headway [and] agreed the Archives Build- 
ing 13 should be erected as quickly as possible. I extended an invi- 
tation to the members of the Fine Arts Commission to meet with 
us tomorrow at 10 oclock . . . 

[Friday May 28/26] Was at the office early. Among callers were 
Herbert Auerbach. 14 He told me he was thinking of running for 
Congress this fall. I told him if he received the nomination I would 
do all in my power to secure his election. At the meeting of the 
Public Buildings Commission the members of the Fine Arts Com- 
mission met with us. We made great headway and virtually agreed 
upon the building program for the coming year. Avery satisfactory 
and harmonious meeting was had. I have been feeling dizzy and 
very tired all the morning. Had lunch at 1 oclock. Ate a plate of 
clam chowder soup and a piece of pie. Went direct to the barber 
shop following lunch and was so dizzy I could hardly see. Had to 
sit up before I was completely shaved. Could hardly walk. Went to 


12 In 1921 a seven-state compact acknowledged common interest in the Colo- 
rado River. Senator Hiram Johnson of California became chief sponsor and supporter 
of what became the Boulder Dam bill, though it would not be signed until December 
1928 after years of argument and ill feelings. See note under 1 1 January 1927. 

13 For a discussion of Smoot’s role, see Victor Gondos, Jr.,/. Franklin Jameson 
and the Birth of the National Archives, 1906-1926 (University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1981). 

14 A successful Salt Lake City mercantilist. 
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the Finance Committee room to attend a meeting of committee 
that I had called. I presided. Agreed to report to the Senate the 
sixteen nominations for the Board of tax appeals. I adjourned 
meeting but had to vomit once before doing so. I soon began vom- 
iting and could hardly see and began to get cold. Had boys send 
for help. A Dr. King of New York a representative first arrived. 
Then Dr. Walters and later Dr. Morgan. I was in a very critical 
condition. Dr. Morgan injected 5 times the ordinary dose of digi- 
talis into me before he got any reaction of the heart. I was so sick 
to my stomach. I could not see and very cold. Dr. Morgan drove 
me home and got me settled before leaving. 

[Saturday May 29/26] Had a fairly good night. Doctor warned me 
against allowing another attack like this one. It was caused by fa- 
tigue and loss of vitality through over work and loss of sleep. He 
stated he saved my life but if he had been a few minutes later I 
would not have revived. He ordered that I leave Washington, go 
south to Florida or to the sea shore for 10 days. I told him I would 
prefer to remain here so I could get good food and I could sleep 
better here I would take it easier and that is what I am going to 
do. I remained in bed all day. Received many telegrams of sympa- 
thy. Many flowers, among them Pres, and Mrs. Coolidge and 
American Legion. Many callers and telephone calls. 

[Sunday June 6/26] I went to the office at 9:30 a.m. with C E 
Loose and we discussed conditions at the Bank and mining com- 
panies. I read him the reports on the Big Indian Mining Co by 
experts from the Bureau of Mines. The reports were adverse to 
the attempt to operate them at a profit with the Amonia process. 
I gave Loose copies of the reports of Lawrence and Leaver 15 of 
the Bureau. Loose would not follow the advise given. He 
claimed they were wrong and he was going to proceed to raise 
the money to begin operations. I told him if he did so he must 
raise the money by sale of stock for I would not advance money 
or have the Bank do so on the reports made. Loose was very 
disappointed. Attended church at 11:30 I spoke for a short time. 
Had Loose, Mrs. and Miss Anderson of Logan to dinner, also 


15 Edmund Spriggs Leaver was superintendent of Rare and Precious Metals, 
U.S. Bureau of Mines. 
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Mrs. N. Taylor. 11 ’ After dinner I walked with Taylor to the zoo 
and had a pleasant visit with the animals and birds. 

[Monday June 7/26] Was at the office early and callers were waiting 
to see me. The President requested me to call and see him as soon 
as possible. I went at once. I met the President and Secy of State 
Kellogg and we discussed the best way to proceed with the French 
War Debt Settlement . . . 

[Saturday June 12/26] Ernest went with Harlow [Brownie] to Phila- 
delphia to consult him as to what best to do to relieve Brownie and 
learn whether his trouble is a cancer or not. 1 ' Dr. Morgan recom- 
mended the Philadelphia Dr. . . . Received check for loan of 
22,500.00 from Max Welfsohn of N Y to pay Harold’s loan at Og- 
den Bank. 

[Sunday June 13/26] . . . The President asked me to dinner with 
him at 7 p.m. I accepted. The President and Mrs. Coolidge, Secy 
of Commerce and Mrs. Hoover and myself were all present. Din- 
ner was served on the West Portico. After dinner the President, 
Hoover and myself discussed the Legislative situation and a num- 
ber of appointments pending and under consideration by the 
President. Spent a rather pleasant evening. 

[Thursday June 1 7/26] Held a meeting of the Public Building Com- 
mission and the members of the Fine Arts Commission. We had 
three members of the Supreme Court before us pleading for the 
erection of a Supreme Court Building. . . . 

[Sunday June 20/26] Was at the office and looked over the mail and 
answered a few telegrams. Attended church at 11:30. Speakers 
were a missionary and Reuben Clark. Had an interesting meeting. 
Went for a short ride during the afternoon. 

[Friday July 2/26] This was a busy day in the Senate . . . He 
(Brownie) was told to forget it and let nature take its course. It was 
not cancer. 


16 Mrs. Thomas N. Taylor, whose husband was one of Provo’s more successful 
businessmen. 

17 Brownie's congenital ear defect was becoming worse. 
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[Wednesday July 7/26] . . . Held a conference with Secy Mellon on 
his giving ten million dollars to erect a National Art Gallery. He 
prefers it to be located in the Mall rather than on the land of Mrs 
Henderson. I will notify her of his decision tomorrow. The mem- 
bers of the Fine Arts Commission met with me this morning and 
they agreed that the Mall was the best location. Wired Pres. Nibley 
I would leave for Cal Friday or Saturday. Very warm weather. The 
President left for his summer home this afternoon. 

[Tuesday July 27/26] Played 18 holes of golf during the morning 
with Bp Nibley at Virginia Club. 18 Had a number of callers. Re- 
ceived a telegram from Anne K telling me Mama would leave for 
here next Friday and asking me to pay her Anne K’s fare. Receiving 
letters and personal requests to speak but refusing most of them. 
The Tabernacle Choir arrived this afternoon and sang to a large 
audiance and a very appreciative one. I took Zella, Carlyle, Chloe 
and Bp Nibley. I spoke to the members of the Choir following the 
concert. The Choir and Bro Lund did themselves proud. 

[Friday Aug 6/26] . . . Allie is 63 years old to-day and Zella had a 
fine dinner for all the family that are in California. Anne K, Chloe 
and her three boys and Bp Nibley were at dinner. Decided to leave 
for Salt Lake Aug 14th by Air plane. It will take about 7 hours. 

[Monday Aug 9/26] Played golf with Mr. McGraw 19 and two friends 
of his. Made a good score. Carlyle did not get home last night. 
Answered telegrams and pressing letters. Had quite a number of 
callers. Carlyle came home this afternoon. He had been drinking 
and did not come to dinner. Zella told me of his drinking sprees 
and treatment of her. She is very unhappy and unsettled. Mama 
very poorly. Had Dr. Mason to see her. 

[Tuesday Aug 10/26] . . . Carlyle avoids me. His neck is swollen and 
he looks bad. 

[Thursday Aug 12/26] . . . Had a talk with Carlyle and Zella about 
expenses of living. We agreed that Carlyle was to give her 350.00 


18 Smoot left Washington to visit iiis daughter Anne K. and her husband Gro- 
ver in Portland, Oregon, then took the train down the coast to southern California. 

19 James H. McGraw chaired McGraw-Hill Company of California and was hon- 
orable chairman of McGraw-Hill Publishing. 
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per month to run the home and with her 100.00 per month she 
ought to get along. Carlyle has been on another drunk and it nearly 
kills Zella. She is thinking of going back to Washington as soon as 
Chloe and family returns. 

[Saturday Aug 14/26] 1 left Long Beach at 6:15 A.M. with Carlyle, 
Zella, Chloe and her three boys and arrived at Landing field of the 
Western Air Express Airline from Los Angeles, Cal. to Salt Lake 
City, Utah at 7:20 A.M. Dressed and ready to start by 7:30. Mr. Alva 
R. Gurmo was the Pilot. Air ship No 2. A half dozen photographers 
were on the ground. Dozens of photos for Press taken, Grandchil- 
dren, Chloe and Zella and children and with Pilot. We started at 
7:50 A.M. A little cloudy but we were out of it in a few minutes. 
We made the first and only intermediate stop at Las Vegas some 
235 miles from Los Angeles. Some of the leading men of the town 
met me. I drove in auto to the old Mormon fort. 20 Saw the old 
house built by the Mormons in 1847 and the oldest in Nevada. Was 
shown the grove of trees planted by them and was back in the Air- 
plane in 32 minutes. Off at once for Salt Lake City. We made splen- 
did time. Flying over Milford Utah we saw the Passenger train of 
the Salt Lake and Los Angeles Ry that left Los Angeles at 5:25 P.M. 
yesterday just entering the town. We arrived in Salt Lake City at 
2:10 P.M. Making the flying time 5 hours and 52 minutes. We went 
out of the regular course to fly over some of the towns in the south- 
ern part of the State. At Geneva, Utah County we flew very low 
and circled around the resort twice. I dropped a note of greeting 
to the Utah County farmers as they were holding their annual out- 
ing there. We flew over Am Fork, Lehi and Salt Lake City. Was 
met at the landing field by about 30 personal friends. After greet- 
ings I went direct to the Hotel Utah. Had a bath and dinner, re- 
ceived a number of callers and gave an interview to reporters of 
the Tribune and Telegram and went to bed a very tired man. The 
view from the Airplane of the territory passed over was wonderful, 
both mountain and valley. 

[Tuesday Aug 17/26] I was busy with mail and callers from 8 A.M. 
until 4 P.M. I did call on President Grant and at 4:15 P.M. played 
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golf with him. Pres. Nibley and Frank Y Taylor. I had a score of 44 
for 9 holes. 

[Monday Aug 23/26] At 7:30 A.M. I left for Cedar City with Preston 
Nibley and N A Robertson. . . I picked up Brownie at the old home 
and he went with me to Cedar City to attend the Annual Meeting 
of the American Legion and Woman’s Auxiliary. On way down I 
stopped at Nephi, Fillmore, Kanosh and Beaver. At each of the 
places I was met by the leading men of the towns. At Kanosh I 
made a short talk. All pledged their support for my re-election. We 
arrived at Cedar City at 6:30 P.M. Found the town crowded with 
members of the Legion and Auxiliary and people from surround- 
ing settlements. Had rooms reserved for my party at the new Ex- 
calante [Escalante] Hotel owned and operated by the Union Pacific 
Ry. Banquet given in the evening I attended the same and was one 
of the speakers. Received a great ovation. Gov Dern, Senator King 
and Congressman Colton also spoke. A very noisy crowd and many 
the worse off for liquor. The town nicely decorated and great im- 
provements made since I was last there. It is the liveliest town in 
Southern Utah. I went to bed at 11 oclock. 

[Tuesday Aug 24/26] I did not get much sleep last night. A rowdy 
crowd in the Hotel and out. Liquor was openly drank by men 
women and girls 8c boys. It was a shameful exhibition and deciency 
outraged. A parade was given at 9 A.M. It went off fairly well. A 
general meeting was held at 10:30 at the Stake House. Place was 
packed. National [Guard] Commander [John R.] McQuigg was the 
principal speaker. Made a very conservative and patriotic talk. I 
followed but limited in time . . . Rodeo at 2 oclock. I did not attend. 
I am not in favor of them. Too cruel on horses and cattle to suit 
me. I went to bed at 10 oclock but got no sleep . . . 

[Friday Aug 27/26] This was a trying day. One continual string of 
people, old and young. Wanting pensions, positions and assis- 
tance . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 31/26] . . . The reunion of the Smoot family was held 
at the home of Burt Smoot. Every living child of A O Smoot was 
present with exception of Parley and Wilford. Music and speaking 
were the features of the occasion. I did most of the speaking. A 
better feeling existed than I have witnessed for years past ... I 
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wrote Chloe to take Mama back to Washington. She is not doing 
well in California. 

[Friday Sept 3/26] Busy and crowded day. Tonight the primaries 
will be held throughout Utah to select delegates to the Congres- 
sional and State Convention. There will be a bitter fight for nomi- 
nation of Congressmen. The fight in 1st district will be between E 
O Leatherwood present incumbent and Ted Holman and in 2nd 
District between Don B Colton present incumbent and Arthur 
Woolley. I have no opposition. Played golf with President Grant, 
Bp Nibley and Jos Degman . . . 

[Sunday Sept 5/26] Called C E Loose and Jos F Farrer to the bank 
and went over all the notes. They are not in a good condition. I 
must insist upon some changes . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 7/26] This was a trying day. I had very little sleep last 
night. Mr Howard of Walker Bros Bankers called me to the Bank 
and told me of Harold’s indebtedness held by them. The 10,000.00 
note I signed with him was past due and I paid it with 158.33 in- 
terest. Alice' 1 put up her diamond ring and bracelet for a thousand 
dollar loan. He had to get that money in order to get out of town. 
Another note they hold with security [because] I wrote him a letter 
but did not keep a copy of it. I had such hopes for Harold but he 
has made a sorry mess of his life financially. I have paid and signed 
notes that I will have to pay for more than 300,000.00. Attended 
Board meetings of the Deseret National and Deseret Savings 
Banks. Callers to 3:30 and then 1 played golf with Pres. Grant, Bp 
Nibley and Frank Y Taylor. 

[Friday Sept 10/26] ... I was to do temple ordinances for Pres 
Roosevelt at 5:45 but had to be excused. We [will] do it later and 
before I return to Washington.” Kahn stated I was going through 
a formality of election as it was a foregone conclusion what the 
result would be. 

[Tuesday Sept 14/26] Had no sleep to speak of as Mama was up 


21 Harold’s wife. 

22 Smoot was in the midst of the Republican primaries, though this election 
would be his easiest. 
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every half hour. 2 ’ She is very weak and in bad condition to start on 
trip to Washington. Carlyle took Mama, myself, Chloe, Zella and 
Bobbie Cardon to Los Angeles and Ariel and Jack went by train. 
Ariel, Chloe, Jack and Bobbie and Mama left for Washington at 9 
A.M. over Southern Pacific Ry. We have the drawing room for 
Mama and Chloe and left them as comfortable as possible. Mama 
will have a hot day through Arizona but will reach the hills by eve- 
ning . . . 

[Thursday Sept 16/26] ... A beautiful morning. At 4 P.M. Carlyle 
drove me to Los Angeles. I held a conference with Doheney and 
Frank Hogan his attorney. Frank told me of his defense he expects 
to make before the Supreme Court in the Doheney case. He feels 
confident he will win the case. Marcus Hillman 21 of Los Angeles 
gave a dinner in my honor at his home. About 20 present. Leading 
Bankers and business men. I spoke to them on National conditions 
for over one hour following an elaborate dinner . . . 

[Sunday Sept 19/26] Nothing of any moment occured on the train 
today. 2 ’ Secured Salt Lake Papers giving an account of the Demo- 
cratic Convention held Friday the 17th. Ashby Snow was nomi- 
nated for the Senate as my opponent. His nomination is satisfac- 
tory to me. He made a fool speech to begin with . . . 

[Monday Sept 20/26] I did not get to sleep last night. It must 
have been the Ice Tea that I drank for dinner. Held a confer- 
ence with those interested in the construction of the Weber 
River Dam and the State Engineer and Representatives of the 
Reclamation service and had Congressman Leatherwood also 
present . . . 

[Thursday Sept 23/26] Held a conference with Chairman Marcusen 
and discussed men and women for Vice President or Chairman of 
Republican Party for present Campaign. Agreed upon a ticket that 
no doubt will be agreed to. Agreed to appoint Shirley Winder 26 
Secy of Committee if he would accept and if not young Serge Bal- 


23 The Smoots were in Los Angeles. 

24 Marco H. Heilman, a prominent Los Angeles banker. 

25 En route from Los Angeles to Salt Lake City. 

26 Shirley Winder was secretary-treasurer of the Utah State Farm Bureau. 
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lif. 27 Geo Wilson called and pledged his support to the whole ticket 
and assured me there would be no split at the County Convention 
and also explained] the object of the organization of the so-called 
“Sevens.” Attended Quorum meeting at temple from 10 until 2 
P.M. Routine business. Played golf. 

[Tuesday Sept 28/26] Attended a meeting of the Quorum of Twelve 
from 9:45 A.M. until 6 P.M. We had lunch at the Temple. It was 
the quarterly meeting. All present but Bro Talmage he being in 
England as President of the Mission. Reporters [sic] were made by 
each member and a good feeling prevailed. Called on Pres Nibley 
in the evening. Frank Hogan of Washington arrived last evening 
and we discussed the wonders of Utah. 1 read him my article “Why 
I Am a Mormon” as it appeared in the October issue of “The Fo- 
rum.” . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 29/26] ... In the evening I went to the Temple 
and [stood] as proxy [for] endowments for Pres Theodore 
Roosevelt and with Sister HJ Grant had President Roosevelt and 
his 1st wife sealed [married for eternity by proxy]. The Temple 
work done for them was completed . . . 

[Friday Oct 1/26] . . . Received reports from all and they were very 
satisfactory on the whole. B H Roberts reported he had had 30,000 
copies of my article in the Forum entitled “Why I Am a Mormon” 
printed as a document to be used as a track [sic]. Had callers until 
I had to get ready for dinner given by Mr Donald Whitney in the 
President’s room of Hotel Utah. About 50 present. I spoke for 
nearly 30 minutes giving personal experiences in Washington and 
any knowledge of leading men and women such as Pres & Mrs 
Roosevelt, Pres 8c Mrs Taft, Pres and Mrs Coolidge, Pres and Mrs 
Harding. Emma Lucy Gates sang for us. Miss Lyman, Mrs Romania 
Hyde Woolley and the Tabernacle organist furnished music. A 
splendid and brilliant occasion. 

[Tuesday Oct 5/26] . . . Wrote Zella a letter and told her as long as 
I had a home she should have one. Received a letter from her that 


27 Serge Ballif, Jr., vice president of Royal Coal Company and son of a promi- 
nent Mormon leader. 
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her two boys were ill with the whooping cough. She no doubt had 
made up her mind to leave Carlyle. 

[Thursday Oct 7/26] Dictated letters and met callers until 10 oclock 
and then went to the weekly meeting of Presidency and quorum 
of Twelve. The Seven Presidents of the Seventy were called in and 
the question of the authority of the Seventies was brought up. B 
H Roberts spoke for about 2 hours showing he thought that they 
were a separate body of the priesthood with authority equal to the 
12 and the Presidency of Stakes had no right to assume authority 
over a quorum of the Seventy that as such quorums were inde- 
pendent of the Presidency of a Stake that is the quorum but not 
an individual member ordained to the office of a Seventy. The dis- 
cussion lasted until 3:30 P.M. The Presidency will decide and it will 
not sustain the contention of Roberts and the other members of 
the 1st Seven Presidents of Seventy . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 26/26] More campaign lies in the Democratic adver- 
tisements. I will not answer any of them. Expense of campaign 
greater than we figured on and the County Committee demanding 

7.500.00 more, which will not be granted if I can have my way . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 27/26] Nasty Democratic adds still appearing in the 
papers. I did not accept an appointment to speak today or tonight. 
Considered the cost of Campaign with the National Committee- 
men and State Committeemen. We agreed to advance S L County 

1612.00 more than promised and I advanced 500.00 of this 
amount. Sen Walsh of Montana arrived here this morning. Will be 
the principal speaker at the Democratic rally tonight. His speech 
did me no harm although unfair. 

[Thursday Oct 28/26] ... At 6:10 P.M. with about 20 leading Re- 
publicans met Hon Herbert Hoover Secy of Commerce at the 
W[estern] P[acific] Depot. We drove to the Hotel Utah and a re- 
ception was held for an hour. Secy Hoover and myself in line. A 
large number of citizens called and passed the line. Had dinner 
with Hoover. Carl Marcusen, Ernest Bamberger and Secy Hoover. 
After dinner we went to the Odean Hall. The Hall was packed. 
People standing and continued to stand until 12 P.M. Geo Casto 
made a fine speech, well delivered and well received. Secy Hoover 
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spoke for over an hour and had marked attention. It was a great 
rally. Not a word of mud slinging. Everybody well pleased. 

[Saturday Oct 30/26] Very nasty advertisements are continuing to 
appear in the Daily papers paid for by the Democratic party. They 
are false but I don’t believe they are doing any harm. I know they 
are driving some Democratic votes to me . . . 

[Monday Nov 1/26] . . . Tired out I returned to Provo and remained 
there at the old home for the night. I am grateful the campaign is 
over. I have no fears for the result. 

[Tuesday Nov 2/26] After breakfast I went to the polls and voted 
the straight Republican ticket. Isaac M Stewart" 8 drove me back to 
Salt Lake City. Left Salt Lake City for Washington D C at one 
oclock. Began to receive telegrams from friends at home at Rawlins 
telling me early returns from Election. Everything pointed to a 
great victory. Kept receiving them until nearly morning. One from 
the Tribune stated Snow had acknowledged his defeat. I wired the 
Tribune, the Telegram, the news and Ogden Examiner to extend 
my thanks to the voters of Utah for their loyal support. It looks as 
if I will carry State by 30,000 majority. Received word that I have 
carried Ogden by four thousand and [from] Salt Lake that [it] 
would elect all Republican County candidates. 

[Sunday Nov 14/26] . . . Dr. Walcot "' called and we discussed the 
prospects for the National Art Galleryf.] Am in hopes I can get 
Secy of Treasury Mellon to give 10,000,000.00 for the erection of 
the building. Mr Himes 10 called later and told me of Harold’s 
financial conditions and his trading on the Stock exchange con- 
trary to rules of Housman 8c Co. He issued a check of 871.00 to 
cover a loss and failed to cover same. He had been asked for his 
resignation and it was given. Harold has been borrowing money 
where ever he could. I called to see him after conference with 


28 Smoot's personal secretary, who later went on to a distinguished law career 
and was, for many years, president of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. 

29 Henry Pickering Walcott, M.D., president of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. 

30 Joseph Hendrix Himes (1885-1960), a Republican representative from Ohio 
from 1920-22, was presently a banker engaged in various business interests in Wash- 
ington, D.C., New York, and elsewhere. 
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Himes. Found him almost beside himself. I later phoned Mr 
Himes and pleaded with him to give Harold another chance. 
That I would guarantee advances made to him and clear up all 
pressing claims. He will hold a conference with Harold and a 
representative of the New York office and see what can be done. 
I did not sleep last night. 

[Wednesday Nov 17/26] Was at the office early and got most of 
my mail answered so as to attend the 10 oclock meeting of the 
Building Commission. I had all the drawings of the buildings 
showing location of each as suggested for the Government 
Building program. I explained in detail the buildings and told 
them the plans as presented would cost approximately 
150,000,000.00. Following some discussion the plans were 
agreed to with understanding that there might be some minor 
changes. I was to ask Congress to authorize an expenditure of 25 
millions of dollars for the purchase of lands south of Pennsylva- 
nia Ave. We also authorized condemnation proceedings of the 
land north of Congressional Library on B street for a sight for 
the Supreme Court. A great days work for Washington. 

[Friday Nov 19/26] Held a conference with Harold and found he 
was owing 60,000.00 not withstanding the vast amounts I have paid 
for him. He seems to have lost all reason on money matters. I an- 
swered all letters. Wired Pres Grant that the Spanish Embassy 
called and wanted to buy the church property on 16th Street and 
Columbia Road and asked if he wanted to sell . . . 

[Monday Nov 22/26] The trial of Doheny and Fall began today. I 
was summoned as a witness to appear and bring a copy of my letter 
to [Harry F.] Bain of Geological Survey. Was excused to be called 
later in the trial . . . 

[Friday Nov 26/26] Spent considerable of the morning looking over 
the hearings in the Teapot Dome leasing case. The court D C hear- 
ing the case against Fall and Doheny adjourned until Monday. Had 
lunch with the President at 1 oclock . . . 

[Saturday Nov 27/26] Held a conference with Mr Jos Himes and 
discussed Harold’s case and plans to take care of him. We will not 
finally decide until Mr Pierce can come to Washington for a con- 
ference. Himes thinks Harold should not trust himself with a bro- 
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kerage business and I dont know but what he is right. Pomerene' 1 
Gov Atty in Fall and Doheny case called and discussed with me the 
testimony I could give in the case . . . 

[Friday Dec 3/26] Had to advance Harold another 2500.00 dollars. 
His financial affairs are in a horrible condition . . . 

[Wednesday Dec 8/26] . . . The President told me to report to the 
meeting of the Regents of the Smithsonian Institute to be held 
tomorrow that he would attend the Luncheon to be given by the 
Institution sometime in the near future at which 30 or 40 of the 
leading men of the country would be asked to attend, the list how- 
ever to be submitted to the President for his approval before invi- 
tations are sent out. The object of the Luncheon to raise money 
for increasing the endowment fund of the Institution. Called on 
Genl Lord 32 of the Bureau of the Budget and he promised me to 
submit a supplement extimate of 123,000.00 for the enlargement 
of the Reservoir at Fort Douglas. 

[Thursday Dec 9/26] At 10 oclock attended the meeting of the 
Smithsonian. Regents Mr Walter S Gifford Pres American Tele- 
phone & Telegram Co presented to the Institution the Bust of Al- 
exander Graham Bell. Bell’s daughter was present and unveiled 
the Bust. A splendid piece of Art. I will have the presentation 
speech printed in the Congressional Record. Photographs were 
taken of those present. Meeting was in session until 11:45. Vice 
President Davis was present, Chiefjustice Taft presided. I told the 
Regent of my efforts to raise 10,000,000.00 to build a National Art 
Gallery. Attended session of the Senate and gave notice I would 
address the Senate on the Bill I introduced in the Senate today 
authorizing 25,000,000.00 appropriation for purchase of lands in 
the triangle between 15th St N.W., South Pennsylvania Ave, B at 
N W and 3rd Street and Plats A D B and D. . . . 

[Saturday Dec 11/26] ... At 2 oclock held a conference with Mr 
Pierce and Mr Jos Himes, with Harold present. The object of the 
conference was to consider Harold’s financial condition and his 
future connection with the firm of Housman &C. Mr Pierce was 
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31 Atlee Pomerene, attorney for the government. 

32 Herbert Mayhew Lord, director of Bureau of the Budget. 
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exceeding kind [and] assured me he would do everything possible 
for him but Harold must help himself and not think he has me to 
fall back on. It developed Harold was owing 37,000.00 besides the 
17,000.00 he is owing Irving Nat Bank of New York. I think Mr 
Pierce will advance the 37,000.00 to Harold, take him to the New 
York office and start him anew again and give Harold another 
chance to make good . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 14/26] Max Wulfsohn 33 came from New York and we 
discussed the chances of Russia securing recognition by the U S. I 
promised him I would see the Secy of State and learn present situ- 
ation. Senate in Session had discussion upon question of prosper- 
ity of the Country. 

[Thursday Dec 16/26] I took Max Wulfsohn and Ernest to White- 
house. Max presented Mrs Coolidge with a sable neck piece. It was 
beautiful . . . 

[Saturday Dec 18/26] Secy of State Mr Kellog told me just what 
Russia had to do to secure recognition and I conveyed the in- 
formation to Wulfsohn. He decided it could not be done and 
will cable his son in Russia to close up the business and come 
home . . . 

[Saturday Dec 25/26] Chloe’s and Ernest’s children was up early 
and had so many presents they hardly realized just how many they 
had and wont for a week. Was at the office for a couple of hours. 
We had 15 to Xmas dinner. Harold, Chloe and Ernest and their 
children. Received many presents and letters. Miserable wet day 
but we all had a pleasant day and evening. 

[Monday Dec 27/26] At 10 oclock I took Mrs Coolidge, her son 
John, Dr Witmore, 33 Dr Dunne 1 ’ and Ernest to the Zoo. Dr Wit- 
more called attention to all the additions to the Zoo bought by the 
Chrysler Expedition, explained their habits, where from. We were 
in the Zoo a couple of hours and then Mrs Coolidge called at our 


33 Smoot’s friend, the furrier, was anxious about Russia’s status as it would af- 
fect his supply of furs. 

34 Alexander Wetmore, assistant secretary of the Smithsonian Institution. 

35 Emmett R. Dunne, a herpetologist. 
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home to see Allie. Had a very pleasant time. The balance of the 
day was spent at the office with regular business. 


XIX. 


1927 

[ Cleaning Up 
the Road Houses] 


[Monday Jany 3/27] . . . I . . . answered a speech in the Senate [re- 
garding] the Resolution of the Professors of the Columbia Univer- 
sity recommending cancellation of Foreign Debts. 

[Tuesday Jany 4/27] A trying day. Attorneys of claimants against 
Germany and Attorneys for German claimants crowded my office 
most of morning. All want amendments to the Alien Property Bill 
passed by the House and now before the Finance Committee . . . 

[Monday Jany 10/27] I am 65 years old today. Was at the of- 
fice at usual hour. Am in good health and do not feel much 
older than when I was 50 years old. Began the hearing on 
the Alien Property House Bill.' . . . Day virtually wasted. Er- 
nest arranged a birthday lunch held in my Committee rooms 
at the Capitol. Held at one oclock. Some of those present 
were Vice President [Charles G.] Dawes, Senators Bruce, 1 2 
Harrison, 3 4 [James] Reed of Mo, [Charles] Curtis, Phipps, 3 


1 Settlement of claims by American nationals against Germany and German na- 
tionals against the United States. 

2 Democratic senator William Cabell Bruce (1860-1946) of Maryland. 

3 Democratic senator Byron Patton (Pat) Harrison (1881-1941) of Mississippi. 

4 Republican senator Lawrence Cowle Phipps (1862-1958) of Colorado. 
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Robinson, 5 Reed of Pa," Warren' also. Ernest Smoot, Jack 
Connelly, Jos[eph] Himefs], Jos Tumulty, 8 Gov Spry, Nevius, “ 
Kochensperger and Mr Glover. 10 The table was nicely deco- 
rated and food extremely good. All had a pleasant 11/2 hrs 
together. . . . 

[Tuesday Jany 11/27] . . . With Congressman Colton and Leather- 
wood met Secretaries Work and Hoover at home of Secy Hoover 
at 6 P.M. I told them Utah was not satisfied with the Swing-Johnson 
Boulder Dam Bill" as reported from Committee of Senate and 
House. I advised them if the Leatherwood amendments were not 
agreed to we would recommend to our Legislature the repeal of 
the Six State Pack [pact] and that would in itself defeat the Bill. 

[Thursday Jany 13/27] Hearings on the Alien Property Bill was con- 
tinued from 10 until 12 oclock. The President telephoned me he 
would like to see me and I met with him at the Whitehouse at 8:45 
A.M. . . . We discussed the Alien Property Bill and I told him of 
the present situation. We also discussed the present situation in 
Nicaragua and Borah’s inconsistent position. 12 

[Friday Jany 14/27] . . . Wired Gov Dern, A B Irvine Pres Utah Sen- 
ate, S M Jorgensen 13 Speaker of the House asking the Legislature 
take action in the repeal of the Six States Compact on Colorado 


5 Either Republican senator Arthur Raymond Robinson (1881-1961) of Indiana 
or Democratic senator Joseph Taylor Robinson (1872-1937) of Arkansas. 

6 Republican senator David Aiken Reed (1880-1953). 

7 Republican senator Francis Emroy Warren (1844-1929) of Wyoming. 

8 A previous secretary to Woodrow Wilson. 

^Joseph David Nevius, general counsel for the Customs Bureau. 

10 W. Irving Glover, assistant Postmaster General. 

11 Republican representative Philip David Swing (1884-1963) of California was 
already in Washington as early as 1917 as an Imperial Irrigation District attorney and 
lobbyist. In 1923 the Swing-Johnson Bill was introduced. For the politics of the Boul- 
der (Hoover) Dam, see Joseph E. Stephens, Hoover Dam: An American Adventure (Nor- 
man: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988). 

12 Since 1910 Borah had been a staunch ally of Nicaragua and was the sole Re- 
publican to vote against the Knox-Castrillo convention which failed ratification by one 
vote. Borah was a bitter foe of dollar diplomacy in Latin America, was opposed to the 
Marines entering Nicaragua, and could not approve of force to foster American busi- 
ness interests. Smoot found that Borah’s rhetoric differed from his actions. 

13 Samuel Marion Jorgensen, from Salina, Utah. 
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River as the Representatives of California would not agree to 
amendments to the Swing Johnson Bill to protect the interests of 
Utah in that river." If our Legislature acts promptly it is believed 
such action will prevent the passage of the Bill. Drastic action but 
the only way to make proponents of the Bill stop and consider 
rights of Utah. 

[Wednesday Jany 19/27] Ernest is 25 years old today. Father Burke 1 ’ 
called to see me if it was not possible to secure a permit for 5 Catho- 
lic Nuns to come from Spain to America not-withstanding quota 
law as they would be assigned to Hospital Work at Provo, Utah as 
the Catholics intend to erect a Hospital at Provo. 1 I will see what 
can be done [and] in case and if necessary will introduce a bill 
authorizing their entrance into the US . . . 

[Saturday Jany 22/27] Held a conference with the President begin- 
ning at 9:45 A.M. . . .The President promised me he would approve 
on an appropriation of 370,000.00 for a new reservoir for Fort 
Douglas . . . 

[Thursday Feby 10/27] . . . Held a conference with the President 
from 9:45 A.M. until 10:30. We discussed present legislative situ- 
ation in Congress and I told him the bills that I wanted to secure 
action on but was not certain of success. The President told me he 
would veto the McNary-Haugen Bill 17 if it come to him. I went from 
Conference to a meeting of the Smithsonian Regents . . . 

[Friday Feb 11/27] . . . Attended conference of Regents of Smith- 
sonian and interested and selected business and professional men 
numbering about 50. Wealthy men among them. Object of meeting 
to secure endowments to the institution. Chief Justice Taft, Prof 


14 For additional background, see Richard Cardell Allen, “Governor George H. 
Dern and Utah’s Participation in the Utah Colorado River Compact, 1922-1933,” 

M.A. thesis, University of Utah, 1958; Robert W. Wells, Jr., “A Political Biography of 
George Henry Dern,” M.A. thesis, Brigham Young University, 1971. 

15 John J. Burke, former editor of Catholic World. 

16 This proposal never materialized. 

17 Republican senator Charles Linza McNary (1874-1944) of Oregon and Repub- 
lican representative Gilbert Nelson Haugen (1859-1933) of Iowa sponsored a bill to 
create a federal board to buy farm surpluses through an “equalization fee” and stabi- 
lize prices. The bill was defeated in the house the previous May. 
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Abbott and Dr Witmore [Wetmore] were the speakers all referring 
to the establishment and growth and accomplishments of the Insti- 
tution. At I oclock the President arrived. A photograph was taken 
of those present. Then luncheon was served. A large number of 
speakers were heard following the lunch. Dwight Morrow presided. 
I was the last speaker[.] I think conference will result in a great bene- 
fit to the Institution. I did not get to the Senate today. The McNary 
Haugen Bill passed as I knew the miserable thing would. 

[Saturday Feby 12/27] ... I made a speech on Lincoln in the Senate 
well received. 

[Monday Feby 14/27] Received many requests for copy my speech 
on Lincoln. We have 5000 printed . . . Mr Tumulty recommended 
the purchase of Middle States Oil Co and I think the report of 
conditions of company justified it and I told Ernest to purchase 
5000 shares at price under 3.00 Allie still in bed and feeling poorly. 

[Tuesday Feb 15/27] Received a report on the Iron King Mine from 
Pres Peterson. Very encouraging. I wired Jos T Farrer suggesting 
the sale of the Lily Mining Co stock owned by the Provo Coml and 
Saving Bk and told him to sell mine. The Senate voted for closure 
on the Banking Bill. Day was wasted to useless discussion. 

[Thursday Feby 17/27] Allie had a very restless night and had diffi- 
culty to breath. Called Dr Morgan as Allie was forced to take her 
bed. The Doctor was alarmed. Her blood pressure very high and 
the heart was very weak. She had sinking spells during the day. 

[Friday Feby 18/27] Allie had a very bad night. We all sat up with 
her. She had to fight for breath all day and night. Dr Morgan ad- 
ministered powerful drugs and advised us Allie was in a very critical 
condition. Her pulse was so weak you could hardly feel it. We all 
sat up with her the whole of the night. I was at the Senate for a 
short time. We wired for Brownie to come to see mama. Am awful 
tired and worried. I had to attend session of Senate in the evening. 

[Saturday Feby 19/27] Allie looks like death. Suffered all night. Her 
blood pressure is 256 and her heart so weak she has to fight for 
her breath. The Doctor told me her chance for recovery was very 
slight and he thought I ought to know the serious conditions and 
I thought it was impossible for her to recover. I had Allie sign a 
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deed for her interest in the Eldredge Block to me. She talked to 
me at intervals and what she wanted done in case of her death. 
Gov Spry and myself administered to her. 

[Sunday Feby 20/27] Was at the office by 10:30 and looked over the 
mail and answered the telegrams and returned home and re- 
mained with Allie all day. She is very low and Dr Morgan gives no 
hope for her recovery. Administered to her in the evening. Had no 
sleep last night and I never felt so miserable in my life. Received a 
wire from Brownie stating he would drive to Washington next 
Wednesday morning. 

[Thursday Feby 24/27] I was not in attendance at the Senate today. 
Was at the office for a couple of hours during the morning and 
answered my mail and then went home. Allie a little better. De- 
cided to get a night nurse as she will relieve Chloe who has taken 
the brunt of Allie’s sickness. A beautiful day. Nothing of impor- 
tance happenjed] in the Senate . . . 

[Sunday Feby 27/27] Allie had just a fair night. We did however get 
her kidneys to work. She looks bad this morning but I think all 
things considered she is a little better than yesterday. Dr Morgan 
has little hope for her recovery but I feel sure she will. She will if 
she does not get discouraged and weaken her wonderful will 
power. Conference of the [LDS] Washington Branch was held with 
B H Roberts present. Meeting held morning and afternoon. I did 
not attend. Bro McArther was released as Presiding Elder of the 
Branch and young Bro Colton 18 was selected to fill his position with 
[Melvin C.] Merr[i]ll and [Osmond] Hyde as counselors. 

[Tuesday Mar 1/27] . . . Sen LaFollette spoke against Brossard but 
Sen Reed of Pa defended him and I did the same. Brossard’s nomi- 
nation was confirmed by a vote of 52 to 27 . . .' 9 

[Saturday Mar 5/27] Allie had a fairly good night and feeling better. 
We are greatly encouraged. Was at the office all day with callers 
and department business. Received a copy of the March Issue of 

18 Hugh S. Colton, younger brother of Utah congressman Don C. Colton, was 
attending law school in Washington, D.C. 

19 Smoot had previously submitted Edgar Brossard’s name for the Tariff 
Commission. 
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the Success Magazine for March in which appears an article on 
myself by Wm Atherton Dupuy. 20 A very complimentary article. 

[Tuesday March 8/27] Allie had a very restless night and no near as 
well as she was yesterday. Her kidneys refusing to do their work 
again. Received telegrams from Preston Peterson and G W Crane 
advising me of a new strike of 100.00 gold ore in the Iron King but 
it is still in the quartsite. Good news. Called on Secy Mellon and 
discussed the men for appointment as Prohibition Commissioner. 
I recommended Yellowly 21 and Haynes 22 in order named. I was a 
witness in the Sinclair case today. Testified I administered the oath 
of office to him on Dec 4th/1923. 

[Thursday Mar 10/27] Allie not so well. Dr Morgan says she is in a 
very dangerous condition. Was at the office for a couple of hours 
during morning but at 10:30 Chloe phoned me to come home as 
Mama was very restless and out of her head . . . 

[Saturday Mar 12/27] At a conference with H S Anderson and 
Brownie agreement was reached that Brownie should move his 
family to California, accept Anderson’s offer made last evening. 
Brownie will now have a chance to prove what he can do. Ander- 
son, Brownie and Anita left for New York in our Auto to spend a 
few days there. Mama a little better today, but awful weak. I prom- 
ised I would meet Anderson and Brownie in New York next Tues- 
day morning. 

[Monday Mar 14/27] . . . Called on the President and we discussed 
the question of making Utah the Summer Home of the President 
and making Hill Crest 23 the place. He was interested in the proposi- 
tion but had not decided. In my opinion it will either be Utah or 
Colorado . . . 24 

[Wednesday Mar 16/27] Called on the President and we discussed 


20 William Atherton Du Puy, journalist and author of several books. 

21 Edward Clements Yellowley, Prohibition administrator in Chicago at 
the time. 

22 Roy Asa Haynes, active in Prohibition campaigns for years. 

23 Probably Pinecrest, east of Salt Lake City. 

24 President Coolidge eventually maintained a summer home in the Black Hills 
of South Dakota. 


644 



Cleaning up the Road Houses 


the invitation I extended him to spend his summer vacation in 
Utah. I gave him a description of Pine Crest in Emigration Canyon 
the place I offered him for his headquarters. Told him one days 
Auto ride would allow him to reach Zions Park, Bryces, Cedar 
Brakes, North rim of Grand Canyon, 30 minutes to Salt Lake City, 
3/4 hr to the Lake, 3/4 hrs to the large[st] copper Co in the world, 
and Yellowstone National Park. He will send a man to look the 
place over . . . 

[Thursday Mar 1 7/27 ] Harold is 40 yrs old to day. Allie feeling a lit- 
tle better but I think she can see she is growing weaker. Had a num- 
ber of calls to make on Department business. Held a conference 
with Secy Mellon and we discussed his giving ten Millions of Dol- 
lars for a National Art Gallery and he suggested that he would also 
consider giving $10,000,000.00 as an endowment to maintain it. I 
was delighted with the suggestion. I had told him I thought I could 
raise the last named ten million if he would give the first one. 

[Saturday Mar 19/27] Allie is still weaker and has been suffering 
with pain in her bowels. She looks very weak and is discouraged. 
Was at the office and had one string of callers until noon. I played 
golf during the afternoon with Dick Lee at the Country Club 
course. Brownie told me he would not accept the offer made him 
by H S Anderson [at which] he is to receive 500.00 per Mo and 
25% of the net earnings. I tried to convince him of his error but 
as usual he flew on the handle. I am discouraged I cannot under- 
stand him. It looks as if he wants to lay around and someone take 
care of him and his family. It is a horrible thing to contemplate. I 
am sick at heart. I asked Anita if she could do anything to get him 
to change his mind and I have hoped against hope that he would 
change but he showed little change last night. 

[Monday Mar 21/27] Was at the office during the morning but 
spent balance of day at home. Allie never was so near death’s door. 
So weak she could not speak. Tried very hard at times to tell us 
something but could not do so. Her heart very weak, pulse nearly 
gone and blood pressure dropped rapidly. Dr Morgan thought the 
end was near. She rallied a little at midnight and fell to sleep. The 
telephone was kept busy asking how she was. A very trying and 
anxious day. 
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[Tuesday Mar 22/27] Allie had a remarkable come back and the 
Doctors were greatly surprised. She rested better to day and she 
could speak so we could understand her. Doctors watched her 
closely and she took a little nourishment. Had too many in the 
room to see her. Was at the office but a short time. 

[Wednesday Mar 23/27] Allie had a restless night. Too many to 
see her yesterday. The Doctors gave orders this morning that no 
one but the nurses Chloe and myself should see her. I called to 
see the President. Offered him the Ray Walker home for his 
Summer home if he would come to Utah. We talked it over and 
I gave him a description of the place. I told him I thought it a 
better place and he would have more comfort there than at 
Pinecrest. He asked me to write him a letter giving a description 
of the place and to thank Mr. Walker. He will have someone sent 
to make the examination . . . 

[Thursday Mar 24/27] . . . Spent considerable of the afternoon and 
evening with Allie. Had a much better day. I asked President Grant 
by letter to offer a special prayer for Allie at the meeting of the 
Presidency and Quorum of Twelve at the Temple today. 

[Friday Mar 25/27] No morphine was administered to Allie last 
night. She feels better but piles are most painful with all her other 
sufferings. Spent a few hours at the office and wrote a number of 
letters for H S Anderson and a letter to Ray Walker asking him to 
write a letter to President Coolidge offering him his home provid- 
ing the President decides to make Utah his summer home. I told 
the President the other day of the Walker home. 

[Sunday Mar 27/27] . . . Arranging agreement for Brownie’s be- 
coming interested in H S Anderson’s business. I had to do this as 
Anderson had to leave for the West at 3:10 P.M. The agreement 
provided that Brownie shall receive 500.00 per month as a drawing 
account to be guaranteed by Anderson and 25% of net profits of 
the business on all business obtained from now on . . . 

[Wednesday Mar 30/27] Received a statement from Dr Morgan for 
1,395.00. This is the way the Doctors rob you. Mama not so well. 
In considerable pain Chloe and the nurse have decided to use hot 
packs for Mama’s kidneys but Dr Morgan thinks it will do no harm 
nor no good . . . 
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[Saturday Apr 2/27] ... I wired Pres Grant last night as follows: “I 
send greetings to the Saints assembled at the General Conference. 
Allie’s serious sickness only thing that prevents my presence. God’s 
blessings is the only power that can save her. I would appreciate 
the faith and prayers of the people in asking our Heavenly Father, 
if it is His will, she be granted further life with renewed health and 
strength.” I called to see the President and we discussed foreign 
debt conditions, especially existing in China and Mexico. I asked 
him to rescind the order issued closing the Vernal land office. 

[Monday Apr 4/27] . . . Reported that a change is to be made in the 
President’s cabinet, and that Secy Work will retire and become 
Chairman of the Republican party in place of Butler. If it proves 
true I will recommend Gov Spry for the position of Secy of the 
Interior. . . . 

[Thursday Apr 7/27] . . . Sen King in trouble over a speech he made 
to Army boys on board ship coming home from Porto [sic] Rico. 
He gave his speech against capital and charged that the Army was 
maintained to protect capitalists. 

[Tuesday Apr 12/27] Took breakfast with Pres Coolidge at the 
new Whitehouse for the present. The Whitehouse proper is un- 
der repairs . . . The usual Whitehouse breakfast was served: 
Grapefruit, Cream of Wheat, scrambled Eggs and bacon, Pan- 
cakes and syrup . . . 

[Sunday Apr 17/27]Wns at the office from 10 A.M. until 1 1:30 when 
I went to church. Gov Wm Spry was the speaker. House filled. We 
must get a larger place to hold our meetings. Went for a walk in 
the afternoon. Allie very weak. 

[Saturday Apr 23/27] Had callers all day so it was impossible to play 
golf. Called on the President and we discussed a number of ques- 
tions. I asked him if he had made up his mind to seek a nomination 
again and if he wanted to tell me it would be held sacred. He 
thought it unwise to say one word about it. I think he is wise in 
this policy. 


[Tuesday Apr 26/27] . . . Allie about the same. Dr Morgan claims 
her arteries are hardening rapidly and does not see how she can 
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live more than 30 days. Ernest and I left for Utah over the B and 

0 Ry leaving Washington at 3 P.M. 

[Friday Apr 29/27] . . . Had a comfortable trip. Went direct to the 
Hotel Utah. Was assigned to my rooms 426 and 427. Ernest stood 
the trip alright. Met Pres Grant for a few minutes. Spent the morn- 
ing in making calls and receiving callers. In the afternoon I played 
golf with Preston Richards at the Country Club. Met some of my 
friends there. W H Wattis placed an Auto at my disposal . . . 

[Sunday May 1/27] Spent the morning with Jos T Farrer going over 
bank affairs. Received notice of the failure of the former Treasurer 
of Utah Co that he was short in his cash 25,000.00 through the 
failure of the Payson Bank and Loose and I were his bondsmen 
and must pay the same . . . 

[Tuesday May 3/27] I had one string of callers during the morning 
hour beginning at 8 A.M. At 12 oclock I went to Walker Bros Bank- 
ers and paid the interest of Ben Summerhays note of 3,750.00 that 

1 signed as security for him. I guess I will have to pay the note. 
Summerhays has lied to me scores of times. Had lunch with Dan 
Green, Pres Grant, Bp Nibley and Ernest Smoot at Hotel Utah. We 
then went to Nibley Park and played 9 holes of golf. 

[Wednesday May 4/27] During the afternoon Sonpcof of American 
Mining and Smelting Co called and went with me to give the Com- 
pany time to make an investigation of the Iron King Mining Co 
prospect with a view of buying control at 1.00 per share. It had 
made a report to his company recommending the purchase but 
the company wanted further investigation. I told him we would 
sell him 1/2 of the stock owned by C E Loose and myself at 1.00 
per share and would pool the stock and allow the Am Mining Co 
to manage the property but I must have an answer before 4 P.M. 
He recommended the purchase to officials at New York by wire 
but they wanted more time which we refused. At 4 P.M. Loose and 
I made a sale of 674,040 shares of Treasury stock to Tintic Standard 
Mining Co at approximately 36 cents that paying all the indebted- 
ness of the Company and leaving 50 thousand dollars in the Treas- 
ury. We agreed upon the following officers C E Loose Pres. Rad- 
dintz Vice President Reed Smoot, Jas Wade and Preston Peterson 
[directors?] Secy and Treasurer Jos T Farrer. Offices at Provo, 
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Provo Coml & Savings Bank depository. A great load lifted from 
my shoulders. 

[Monday May 16/27] [Back in Washington, D.C.,] Mama had a 
choking spell this morning and came nearly passing away. She is 
extremely weak today and has hardly moved. Was at the office until 
12:30 and following lunch I played 9 holes of golf with Stewart ' at 
the Rock Creek links. 

[Saturday May 21/27] We are all anxious that young Lindberg 26 
lands in Paris today, he having left New York yesterday with his 
Airplane to make a non stop trip to Paris. He occupied the plane 
alone. A very bold thing to do. No word from the lost French flyers 
who undertook last week to make the same trip but from Paris to 
New York . . . 

[Sunday May 22/27] Mama had a very bad night. Had a sinking 
spell this morning and it was hard for her to breath. Better towards 
evening. Attended meeting at 11:45 A.M. This is the last session 
of church to be held at 1731 I Street N W. McAuther [sic] was the 
principal speaker. Took Allie May and Bob to the Zoo in the after- 
noon. 

[Sunday May 29/27] Was at the office for one hour and a half look- 
ing over the mail and answering a few letters. We held church serv- 
ices for the first time in the Washington Auditorium beginning at 
11:45 A.M. for session of Sunday School. Held in the small Hall 
seating 500. Sunday school classes held in the three small rooms 
adjoining. Bro H H Rolapp President of the Eastern States Mission 
was present and spoke for a few minutes and I occupied the bal- 
ance of the time. We had the hall filled. Oh what a splendid change 
for [us from the] old cramped and dirty place at 1731 I St. The 
seats were so comfortable and place clean. I was proud of the 
change. We [could not have previously] invite[d] people not of our 
faith to our services. We had quite a number of Non Mormons 
present and they came and congratulated me on my remarks. Mrs 


25 His secretary Isaac (Ike) Stewart later became president of the Mormon Tab- 
ernacle Choir. 

26 Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr. (1902-1974), made the first nonstop flight from 
New York to Paris. 
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Sutherland called and we let her see Allie. I read most of the after- 
noon and evening. 

[Wednesday June 1/27] Mama had a very restless night and I myself 
had very little sleep. My pulse is very weak, when I lay on my left 
side my arm goes numb and the circulation is poor in my leg . . . 

[Wednesday June 8/27] . . . Mama very weak and suffered pain in 
her bowels. She looks very bad. At 10:30 saw the President. We 
discussed the advisability of calling a[n] extra session of Congress 
and I gave him my reasons why I thought an extra session should 
be called and he agreed with them and mentioned several others. 
I thought it ought to be sometime between Oct 1st and Nov 1st. 
On leaving the White House I was met by some 25 newspaper cor- 
respondents. I told them I thought an extra session of Congress 
would be called and outlined what legislation should be attended 
to first and again the contested Election cases of Smith of 111 and 
Vare of Pa. The afternoon press made it appear that the President 
had informed me that an extra session woidd be called but that 
was a mistake as I never quote the President without his request. 
I gave my opinion. 

[Saturday June 11/27] Washington D C gives Lindbergh a royal re- 
ception today. The program as published was carried out. I took 
Mrs Holmes formally [sic] of Salt Lake City to the exercises held 
at the Washington monument. President Coolidge made a very 
fine speech. Streets were jammed with people and great enthusi- 
asm was shown on the part of the populas [sic]. No greater recep- 
tion was ever given to a man. His mother shared in the honor. I 
attended the reception given Lindbergh at the Washington Audi- 
torium by the Press Association and Smithsonian Institution at 8 
P.M. John Hays Hammond 27 accompanied Lindbergh and mother 
to the Auditorium also Secy of State Kellogg and Secy of the Navy. 
I sat just behind Lindbergh’s mother. The Auditorium was packed. 
Great enthusiasm. Lindbergh was presented with many medals 
among them the Langley Medal s by the Smithsonian Institution, 

-'John Hays Hammond, a mining engineer of international reputation. He was 
employed by Cecil Rhodes Mining Ventures in Africa and was later involved with 
some of the largest mining groups in the United States and Mexico. 

28 The medal was named after Samuel Pierpont Langley, a distinguished as- 


650 



Cleaning up the Road Houses 


we Regents having voted to do so. Lindbergh has been the guest 
of the President. 

[Sunday June 12/27] Crowds of people following wherever Lind- 
bergh went during the day. Nothing in the Newspapers but Lind- 
bergh. I attended Sunday Services at 11:45. Lieut Maughn" 9 the 
teacher of Lindbergh to fly was one of the speakers. He leaves for 
home tomorrow morning and would be glad to carry me home in 
his plane and I would gladly go with him if it was not for illness of 
Mrs Smoot. 

[Monday June 13/27] . . . New York will try to out do Washington 
in reception to Lindbergh and from reports received during the 
day the City was gone wild. President Coolidge leaves this evening 
for his summer home in South Dakota in the Black Hills. I pre- 
sented to the President a copy of BY University Annual report, 
“The Banyan.” 3 " It is a fine piece of work the best the Institution 
ever issued. 

[Tuesday Jun 14/27] ... I received a letter from the President ac- 
knowledging receipt of the Banyan the annual report of the BYU 
and also an invitation to visit him at his summer home and extend- 
ing the sympathy of himself and Mrs Coolidge at the illness of Mrs 
Smoot. 

[Sunday June 19/27] This is fathers day but little is made of it. Noth- 
ing like Mothers day and that is as it should be. Heavy rains all last 
night and this morning. Was at the office from 10 until 11:30 A.M. 
then attended church. Elsworth was the speaker. 

[Saturday July 2/27] Brownie notified Ernest the sale of Iron King 
Stock by Loose to Tintic Standard was a fact. The morning mail 
brought me a letter from Jos F Fairer stating C E Loose had placed 
to my credit $80,000.00 in payment of mortgage I held on his prop- 
erty of 75,000.00 and interest 5,000.00. Ernest very much worried 
over the situation as he fears Loose will not live up to his option 


tronomer and physicist who was a pioneer in aerodynamics. He had also been secre- 
tary to the Smithsonian Institution. 

29 Pilot Russell Maughn. 

30 This was Brigham Young University’s yearbook. 
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on Gold Chain Stock as in Loose’s option no consideration is men- 
tioned a[nd if] Loose is not financially] crowded he may not want 
to carry out the option and Brownie wrote Ernest that other parties 
were wanting the Gold Chain. I decided to leave for home on the 
3:10 P.M. Pennsylvania Ry and look after this matter as well as to 
make use of the $80,000.00 paid by Loose . . . 

[Tuesday July 5/27] . . . Train on time. Quite warm at Ogden. Gave 
the Ogden Standard and Deseret News an interview. Arrived in 
Salt Lake at 2:35 P.M. Quite a number of boys were at the train to 
meet me. Brownie there. We drove direct to the Hotel Utah. [El- 
mer] Pratt my Secy had room reserved. Had lunch with Zella. Paid 
10,000.00 on Harold’s note at the Deseret National and 12,000.00 
on my note held by David P Howells. Called at Church office and 
talked to President Ivins for a while. Left with Zella and Brownie 
for Provo. Had dinner with Brownie and family. Brownie spent 
about 2,500.00 in fix[ing] up the Provo Home and it looked beau- 
tiful. It made me real homesick. I went to bed by 10 oclock after 
taking a walk with C E Loose. He explained to me that he had sold 
600,000 shares of Iron King stock to the Tintic Standard for 
$250,000.00 cash. He did so for he had taken my advice to get out 
of debt . . . 

[Saturday July 9/27] . . . After dinner Loose and I went for a walk 
and talked over business affairs. Among other things he wanted to 
buy my stock in the Provo Coml and Savings Bank. He stated he 
was going out of the mining business and he intended to live in 
Provo all his life and wanted the Provo Coml Bank. I made him an 
offer and will consider the question. Did not altogether like his 
attitude . . . 

[Sunday July 10/27] I went with Loose and Jos T Farrer to the Bank 
we discussed the condition of some of our slow notes. I find that 
Loose has not paid any of the notes he is responsible for at the 
Provo Coml and Savings Bank with the 250,000.00 he received for 
600,000 shares of Iron King Mining Co stock. He had also taken 
from the Bank the Iron King Stock given the bank for the loan of 
the Big Indian Mining Co which he had no right to do . . . 
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35,000.00 at the Deseret National Bank. Decided to leave for Yel- 
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lowstone Park tomorrow afternoon with Brownie, his son Seth, 
Zella and Carlyle Nibley. Have also decided to return to Salt Lake 
from the Park and go from here to see the President at his Summer 
home in So Dakota. Preston Richards gave a dinner at the Country 
Club . . . 

[Wednesday July 13/27] Carlyle, Zella, Harlow, Seth and myself left 
in the Packard car at 4:30 A.M. The country from Logan to Idaho 
Falls could scarcely look finer. The crops are in excellent condi- 
tion. We made the run from Logan to Idaho Falls in 4 3/4 hours. 
We stopped at the New Hotel Bonneville for Breakfast and a rest. 
We left Idaho Falls at 11 A.M. We drove very fast. Just before en- 
tering Ashton[, Idaho,] a bolt broke letting the 2 spare tires loose. 
They flew as high as the telegraph wires. We put them in the car 
and drove to Ashton and had to wait for repairing the bolt for one 
hour. The welding was well done and the charge was only 1.50. If 
it had occurred in a city it would have been at least 5.00. We drove 
on and reached the West entrance of the Park at 2:30 P.M. We had 
lunch at the Hotel. Mr Vernon Goodwin President Yellowstone 
Park Camps Co had sent a car to meet us and for our use while in 
the Park. As we had our own car we thanked Mr Goodwin and 
proceeded in our own car to Old Faithful Camp, arriving there at 
4:30 P.M. Mr Goodwin and Mr Nicols were there to meet us. We 
were assigned the best rooms and every attention was paid us. At 
7 P.M. Mr Albright’ 1 Supt of the Yellowstone Park arrived and we 
all had dinner with him. I visited the Community Hall and Auto 
camping grounds. The Hotel is a fine one and the service the best. 
There were 462 Autos in the Auto grounds. The Hotel was 
crowded. Quite a number of Utah people were at the Hotel. Was 
introduced to a large number of the people . . . 

[Thursday July 14/27] Supt Albright took us to breakfast and then 
he showed us the principal Geysers and wonders of Old Faithful 
and others. We took lunch at Old Faithful Inn and then we started 
for Moran and Jackson and Jenny Lakes. We all were delighted 
with the beauties of Jenny Lake lying at the foot of the Great Te- 
tons. We returned to a camping place about 2 miles north of Mo- 


31 Horace Marden Albright, later director of the National Park Service. 
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ran. Had a small cabin all to ourselves. Had a good trout dinner. 
We saw a bull moose feeding in a swamp about 1/4 mile from our 
cabin. We met a number of bears on the way and took time to feed 
them. Quite cold during the early evening and night . . . 

[Friday July 15/27] We had a good nights rest and a good breakfast 
and at 7:30 we started for Lake Camp. We arrived there a little 
before noon. Zella, Carlyle, Seth and myself took the Government 
boat at the camp lake landing stage and with Capt Cullen and the 
engineer started for Clear Creek 10 miles south it emptying into 
the beautiful Yellowstone Lake. The lake was awful rough the 
waves running high and before starting the Capt said perhaps we 
had better not undertake it and at the same time stated the boat 
was perfectly safe. I told him to proceed as program called for. 
Zella and I were as near being seasick as it is possible to be and not 
show it by outward signs. If it had been a few feet farther we both 
would have been convicted. We had lunch at the Government 
cabin we having brought out lunch from the Lake Hotel. After 
lunch we all started fishing although it was raining a little and wind 
blowing. We soon forgot the rain, the hol ds of mosquitos and the 
wind. We caught 1 to 2 1/2 # trout almost as fast as we cast our 
lines. We had our lunch and over in a very short time. We returned 
to Lake Camp the lake became calm and had a very pleasant ride. 
We had about 80 trout. Arriving at the Hotel we were met by Mr 
Goodwin and Nichols. We had a trout dinner and it could not have 
been better. The food served was delicious. Had a very pleasant 
early dinner. Harlow remained at the Hotel. With Goodwin and 
Nichols we drove from Lake Camp to the Canyon Hotel. We were 
given the best rooms in that magnificent Hotel, one of the marvels 
of Yellowstone Park. Watched the dancers, looked around the Ho- 
tel and retired at about 1 1 P.M. Had a most pleasant day with one 
exception and that was caused by the mosquitos at Clear Lake. 

[Saturday Jidy 16/27] Supt Albright arrived and we took breakfast 
with him and then started for Mammoth after looking at the won- 
derful surroundings. I think the great sight in the Park is the Can- 
yon with its water falls coloring and its immense size. On our way 
to Mammoth Zella, Albright and myself drove to the top of Mount 
Washburn over 13,300 feet high. We then drove to Camp 
Roosevelt for lunch. On our way we met quite a number of bears. 
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One large bear was swimming the river and we called to him, he 
turned and swam toward us and as soon as out of the water came 
to the Auto and I fed him some candy and he was happy. Harlow 
and Zella each has a moving picture camera and will have reels by 
the hundred yards of Animals of the Park and the natures greatest 
sights. At Camp Roosevelt we had lunch. There were 10 bears 
around the place and among them a mother bear with 3 cubs. We 
left Roosevelt at 2 P.M. Drove to Mammoth arriving there at 6:30 
P.M. On our way we saw herds of Elk and Buffalo. With Mr Al- 
bright we attended a local minstral show. Zella and Harlow got 
some final movie pictures . . . 

[Sunday July 17/27] We left Mammoth at 8:30 A.M. and drove to 
Logan stopping for lunch and a short rest at Idaho Falls [en route 
to Salt Lake City] . . . The trip was a wonderful one and every thing 
in the park was fine for myself and those accompanying me. I am 
very glad I made it. I introduced the bill creating the National Parks 
and the same Hill was introduced in the House. The House Bill 
passed in 1911 before my bill passed the Senate and I substituted 
the House Bill for mine to save time and had the Senate pass the 
House Bill. 

[Tuesday July 19/27] At 6 A.M. played golf with Pres Grant, Frank 
Y Taylor and Richards. Balance of the day was consumed in con- 
ference among which was one with the committee representing 
California and her interests in the Boulder Dam. The Committee 
was headed by Mr Mathews. The Conference lasted two hours. I 
dictated a statement of the meeting and its results for the Telegram 
and I guess it will be used in part by the Associated Press. I think 
headway was made. The Californians were not so rabbid as they 
were during the last Session of Congress and virtually agreed to 
the demands made by Utah. Left Salt Lake City at 9 P.M. for the 
Black Hills to visit President Coolidge. 

[Thursday July 21/27] . . . Arrived at Custer and left in a bus for 
Pres Coolidge’s Summer home at the State Lodge. Went by way 
of the Needles and Sylvan Lake. Had lunch at Sylvan Lake. On 
arrival at the State Lodge was met by the President and Mrs 
Coolidge. The President thought I might to have notified him of 
my coming and he would have had an Auto there to bring me to 
the Lodge. I told him I decided not to trouble him and I got along 
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fine. The wife of Senator Norbeck ' was a visitor for a short time 
as well as the President of the South Dakota Agricultural College 
and his wife. The President was lucky in fishing today. Caught five 
the largest weighing 2# 1/2 oz. Dinner was served at 7 oclock. The 
President’s barber shaved me and trimmed my hair. After dinner 
we chatted until 9:30 when we all retired. Autos by the hundreds 
pass the lodge daily and crowds ever present waiting to see the 
President or Mrs Coolidge. 

[Friday July 22/27] ... I went with the President right after break- 
fast to Rapid City where his office force is located. A great crowd 
standing in front of his offices to see and photograph him. Gave 
an interview to the Newspaper men. Met a good many men from 
all parts of the Country. The President and I left at 12 noon for 
the Lodge. We discussed public questions while riding to and from 
Rapid City and an hour and half between lunch and my departure. 
Mrs Coolidge was as lovely and gracious as ever. I left with the 
President’s Auto, a secret service man and drive[r] at 4:30 P.M. 
Drove to Custer and took the train for the east by way of Alliance, 
Omaha and Chicago. Train slow and weather hot, and mosquitos 
quite numerous. 

[Tuesday Aug 2/27] . . . Today President Coolidge gave out this 
statement: “I do not choose to run for President in 1928.” A great 
surprise to all and I had to meet every newspaper reporter in Wash- 
ington. I gave them the following statement: I construe the state- 
ment to mean that if the Republican National Convention nomi- 
nated Pres Coolidge he would accept the nomination, but if left 
to his personal desires he would not seek re-election. My opinion 
is that the American people would like to have Calvin Coolidge as 
their President again. That is only my personal opinion.” Many of 
the leading Republicans were put out and some of them disgusted. 
I would have preferred him to come out either declining or an- 
nouncing his candidacy. 

[Wednesday Aug 3/27] Great disappointment among Republicans 
at the action of the President yesterday. Democrats rejoice over it. 
Four years ago today I was in Paris and received the news announc- 
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ing the death of President Warren G Harding. Four years ago last 
night President Coolidge took the oath of office [as] President of 
the United States administered by his father at his fathers home 
in Plymouth . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 16/27] I wrote to President Coolidge outlining sugar 
situation at the Philippines and recommending that a limitation 
be placed on the amount of Philippine sugar that can enter the U 
S free of duty and calling his attention to press notices announcing 
the erection of large Sugar mills in the Philippines by Spaniards. 
Also wrote Pres Grant on same subject. 

[Thursday Aug 18/27] . . . Prof Harris wife and Bro Merrill ’ ’ called 
to see me. Prof Harris’ 4 is on his way to Provo having completed 
his trip around the world. [Senator] Jonathan Bourne discussed 
the political situation with me and he wanted me to run for the 
presidency and gave his reasons why. I told him of others that had 
suggested the same thing and proferred financial and publicity as- 
sistance but I told him the time had not arrived when a Mormon 
could be elected and gave him some reasons I had given others 
but he was not convinced that my conclusions were correct . . . 

[Sunday Aug 2 1/27] Was at the office from 9 until 1 1:30. Then went 
to church. Reuben J Clark was the speaker and he made a splendid 
well worded and sensible sermon . . . 

[Thursday Aug 25/27] . . . [In Salt Lake City] I told Mr Love to call 
Marcusen the State Chairman and ask him to come to Salt Lake 
City for the purpose of taking some party action against the three 
County Commissioners involved in the report against them visit- 
ing a home of a notorious woman and finding three other women 
present and the carousel that took place. . . . 

[Friday Aug 26/27] ... I told Mr Kirkpatrick’ 5 that I was going to 
ask the Republican State Committee to meet me and the State 
Chairman and I would insist at that meeting that the party take 


33 Amos N. Merrill, professor at Brigham Young University. 

34 Franklin S. Harris, president of Brigham Young University. 

35 Smoot probably meant John F. Fitzpatrick of the Salt Lake Tribune. 
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some action against the three members of the County Commission 
who are involved in the liquor and women scandal . . . 

[Sunday Aug 28/27] Had good nights rest in my home at Provo and 
in my old bed the best one I ever had. Got up early and took a 
short walk . . . 

[Monday Aug 29/27 /This was a busy day. I decided to make a public 
statement touching the drunken spree of the Salt Lake Commis- 
sioners who are now under indictment.' 6 I telephoned early this 
morning to Carl Marcusen Republican State Chairman and re- 
quested him to come to Salt Lake City as I wanted to discuss the 
subject with him before giving the statement to the Press ... I re- 
cited the reports that has come to me and if half is true the situ- 
ation is critical for the party especially following the late cases of 
Judd, Groesbeck, Johnson and the Three County Commissioners. 
I have made up my mind to have a show down and if reports are 
true have a house cleaning. I read my pre[ss] statement to Carl 
Marcusen and Ed Callister and made a few changes to prevent suc- 
cessful libel suits against me by parties referred to . . . 

[Tuesday Aug 30/27] Reported to the First Presidency the situation 
of Sugar and the understanding I had reached with Col Tarafa of 
Cuba as to the limitation of sugar manufactured in Cuba that could 
be shipped to the US. The limit was to be 3,500,000 tons. Also the 
situation in Philippine Islands and the new factories in process of 
erection and to save the sugar Mgfrs of America there must be a 
limitation on the amount of Philippine sugar that can come into 
the US free of duty . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 3 1/27 7 The morning Tribune had my statement in 
it. I received congratulations by persons calling and by phone. It 
is the talk of the town and almost unanimously approved. 1 had 
County Chairman Jesse Sharp and County Sheriff Patten to lunch 
with me and Patten promised me he would clean up not only the 


36 County commissioners W. H. Stenacker, R. T. Dahlquist, and Rulon H. 
Labrum attended a Prohibition-era drinking party at the home of a Salt Lake woman 
and were accused of abusing her and other women present. 

37 George T. Judd was under suspension for missing funds from the Salt Lake 
County Treasurer’s office. 
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County but the City as well and raids would begin tomorrow or 
next day and no road house, liquor dispersers and women solici- 
tors would be spared. He claims he is absolutely [free] from pro- 
tecting them or receiving money for favors granted them. Jesse 
Sharp will cooperate with him. The city conditions are worse than 
the County . . . 

[Friday Sept 2/27] . . . Callers many to discuss the political condi- 
tions and congratulations to me for my statement made a few 
days ago. I impress them all with the fact that immoral condi- 
tions must be cleaned up no matter what effect it will have 
politically. Road houses must be surpressed [sic] . . . Prepared 
remarks I will make at Col Chas Lindberghs reception at the 
Tabernacle tomorrow evening. 

[Saturday Sept 3/27] This is Lindbergh day. City gaily decorated. 
Brownie and family came here from Provo and spent the evening 
here with headquarters here at the Utah Hotel. Attended to callers 
most of the morning. At one oclock left the Hotel Utah for the 
Aero Plane Landing Field to assist in welcoming Col Chas A Lind- 
bergh on his arrival here. The road from the Hotel to the Landing 
field some seven miles distance was crowded with autos and people 
lining the road to see him. He landed at 2 oclock and I was one of 
the first to greet him. Autos were parked around the field by the 
thousands and it was one solid crowd of old, middle aged and 
youth eager to see him. The line was formed with Thos Kearns car 
carrying Lindbergh, Gov Dern, Mayor Neslen and an officer. I oc- 
cupied the 2nd car with Senator King. The wifes of the Governor 
and Mayor and Congressman] Leatherwood. The line of march 
was from field to pioneer square. Never has there been so many 
people in Salt Lake City. The line of march for the seven miles 
passed people packed on both sides of the street and there must 
have been at least 30 thousand people in Pioneer Park. Exercises 
at the Park were brief. The speakers were Sen King, Cong Leath- 
erwood and Col Lindbergh. Immediately at the close of the exer- 
cises I left the stand with Lindbergh and took the auto for the Hotel 
Utah. Sen King, W P Dean, Mrs Neslen and Cong Leatherwood 
were in same auto. He on arrival at the Hotel was taken to the 
President’s suite and was ready for a rest. Dinner was served in the 
President’s suite and about 14 citizens were at the dinner. Among 
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them were Dern, Neslen, Pres Grant, Senator King, Congressmen 
Colton and Leatherwood, Mr Hanchett, Ben Redmund and Army 
officers. At the conclusion of dinner all went direct to the Taber- 
nacle. Tabernacle and grounds were packed with people. Exercises 
started at 8 P.M. The Band in the east end of the Building played 
America. Opening prayer by Rev Moulton, singing by the Taber- 
nacle Choir. Chairman Harold P Fabian 38 presented Gov Dern and 
he spoke about 10 minutes. I then was introduced to welcome 
Lindbergh and I was allowed seven minutes. My speech was ap- 
plauded and well received. Mayor Neslen was called for as Repre- 
sentative of the City and Lindbergh for briefly on aviation. Pres 
Grant offered the benediction. A great day for Utah . . . 

[Sunday Sept 4/27] ... At 9:45 I accompanied Col Lindbergh from 
the Hotel Utah to the Landing field. We had our photos taken 
standing against his plane “The Spirit of St. Louis” The plane he 
crossed the ocean with making the trip from New York to Paris in 
33 hours. Lindbergh left the field for Boise Idaho about 1 1 oclock. 
A great crowd was at the field to see him off. He expressed his 
thanks to me for the splendid reception given him. 

[Wednesday Sept 7/27] Received two telegrams from Zella as fol- 
lows: 

1st one— “Come at once in desperate need of you” 

2nd— “This is the first time I have ever asked you to put everything 
aside for me and now I need you. The end has been reached please 
let me hear from you.” I wired her “Brownie leaves here tonight to 
bring you home.” I shall never ask her again to live with Carlyle . . . 

[Saturday Sept 10/27] ... I told Pres Grant of Zella leaving Carlyle 
Nibley her husband on account of drunkeness. Had dinner with 
Lee Green Richards. 

[Sunday Sept 11/27] Sat for oil painting from 8 A.M. until 10:15 . . . 
Ern reports he sold my Chrysler and Barnsdal Stocks before leav- 


38 Member of the Republican National Committee from Utah. 

39 Richards was commissioned to paint portraits of the church president and 
apostles. 
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ing Washington for 72,500.00 and placed same with Riggs Nat 
Bank at 3% Int. 

[Monday Sept 12/27 ] ... In the evening a committee of the Seven’s 40 
organization called at 8:00 and session lasted until 9:30. They made 
report on conditions and wanted to know my wishes as to future 
of the organization. I told them the oath required should be elimi- 
nated and the name changed. Brownie returned from Long Beach 
but did not bring Zella and her children. She decided to give Car- 
lyle one more chance and if things were not definitely understood 
within that time she will come home and never go back to him. 
The Packer people had visited Carlyle and Zella and they gave Car- 
lyle one more month to straighten up or their agency would be 
taken from him. He is about as low as man can get. 

[Tuesday Sept 13/27] . . . Loaned Ernest 12,500.00 to pay his note 
at the Riggs Nat Bank that I had endorsed for him. The County 
Sheriff made a raid on dives in Salt Lake City and arrested 8 parties 
but many of the others were tipped off and were not arrested. He 
should have raided the County at same time as he promised me 
he would do. He says this is the beginning of cleaning the city and 
county. Many callers as usual . . . 

[Saturday Sept 1 7/27] A half dozen delegations called on me to day, 
also a committee from the Commercial Club and at its request I 
wire[d] Secy Hoover to send experts here to assist in doing away 
with the smoke neusence [nuisance] that has been a drawback to 
the growth of Salt Lake City for the last quarter of a century. 41 Poli- 
tics warming up and callers wishing to discuss them asking for con- 
ferences by the dozen. Lee Green Richards took 2 hours of my 
time early this morning in oil painting of myself. Called on Aunt 
Julina Smith and then drove to Provo for a visit with Brownie and 
family. 

[Sunday Sept 18/27] Had a good nights sleep in my old bed the best 


40 Order of the Sevens political group. 

41 Since the mid-1910s, pollution had become a major problem for Salt Lake 
City. Coal- and wood-burning stoves, coupled with refineries and smelters, gave rise 
to respiratory problems, and one popular magazine compared Salt Lake City to Pitts- 
burgh, Chicago, Cincinnati, and St. Louis. 
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one I ever had. I wish I had [it] taken to Washington years ago. 
Held a conference at the bank with Farrer and Loose. Talked over 
the affairs of the Wasatch Grading Co with Farrer. Had a number 
of callers. Visited the cemetery to see graves of my Father and 
mother . . , 42 

[Monday Sept 19/27] . . . Decided I had better go to California and 
see Zella before returning to Washington. Will try and leave here 
next Friday. Brownie left to day to see the [Gene] Tunney and 
[Jack] Dempsey fight at Chicago and will then go on to Washington 
to see Mama. In the evening I wrote a letter to Mama calling her 
attention to what happened 43 years ago Sept 17, 18 and 19. We 
were married on Sept 17, 1884. 

[Saturday Sept 24/27] . . . Did not arrive at Los Angeles until 1:30 
P.M. Zella met me at the train. We drove direct to her home at 
Long Beach. Children are well. Carlyle sober and trying to look 
after business. Zella most unhappy and undecided what to do. 1 
told her as long as I had a home she and children are welcome. 
Called to see Carlyles new place of business. It is certainly an ele- 
gant show room for autos and his work shop is almost perfect. He 
complains that he can not get cars to sell. Met quite a number of 
old friends. 

[Monday Sept 26/27] . . . H S Anderson arrived from Los Angeles 
and after dinner at the Virginia Club Zella, Carlyle and Anderson 
drove to Hollywood and saw the moving picture entitled “King of 
Kings” a picture of the life of Jesus Christ. It was a marvelous pres- 
entation and preached Mormonism in every particular. It is the 
greatest moving picture ever produced in my opinion. I would like 
to get a reel and show it to the Authorities of the church before I 
leave for Washington . . . 

[Thursday Sept 29/27] . . . H S Anderson drove us back to Long 
Beach. Found a telegram repeated from Salt Lake City telling me 
that Anne K was going to be operated on for a toxic Goiter next 
Monday and Anne K wanted me to come. Decided I would leave 
for Portland in the morning at 6 A.M. with H S Anderson in his 


42 Smoot writes more often about his parents after his visit to his mother’s 
hometown in Norway in 1923. 


662 



Cleaning up the Road Houses 


auto and drive through to Portland a distance of a little over 1200 
miles. We could make it in a shorter time than by train. When we 
returned from Los Angeles Carlyle was not in but came home be- 
tween 1 2 and one drunk as usual. Zella can stand it no longer and 
she told me she would try and meet me in Salt Lake and go on to 
Washington with me and leave Carlyle. She is now sorry she did 
not do it when I sent Brownie for her. She cannot live with the 
drunkard. 

[Friday Sept 30/27] At 6:20 A.M. H S Anderson and I left for Port- 
land in his new LaSal car. I did not see Carlyle to tell him good bye 
as he was still drunk. We decided to make San Francisco by evening 
a distance of 475 miles. I had a hard time in getting through Los 
Angeles but as soon as we did we made good time. Was stopped 
by police but once for fast driving. The day was perfect and we 
arrived at the John Hopkins Hotel at 8 P.M. Washed and had a 
good dinner. Gave reporters of Chronicle and Hearst’s paper an 
interview. 

[Saturday Oct 1/27] Immediately after breakfast which I took with 
Anderson at the Palace Hotel I called on Mr Crocker 13 according 
to appointment last night over the phone. Mr Crocker had asked 
a half dozen leading Republicans to meet me and they were at the 
conference. They wanted to impress me and secure my assistance 
in securing the next Republican National Convention for San Fran- 
cisco and I told them I would work for San Francisco and they were 
all for Secy Hoover for President. I had the night before stated that 
Hoover and Hughes were the leading candidates to day and that 
Hoover would make a wonderful President. The Boulder Dam was 
considered and I told them my position on its construction. Also 
explained to them the reduction of National taxes I hoped could 
be enacted and would be if unusual large amounts were not ap- 
propriated for Flood relief, Columbia Basin project, Boulder Dam, 
Mustle Shouls [sic], etc. At 12:15 we left the Hotel for Medford" 
as our objective point for the day a distance of over 400 miles. We 
made it and arrived a few minutes after midnight . . . 


43 William H. Crocker, president of Crocker National Bank and formerly of the 
Republican National Committee. 

44 Medford, Oregon, in the southwest corner of the state. 
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[Sunday Oct 2/27] . . . Drove direct to Grover A Rebentisch’s 
home and found Anne K was at the Emanual [Immanuel] Hospi- 
tal. Telephoned to Grace Webb and she directed us to the Hos- 
pital. I went direct to Anne K’s room and she was next to crazy 
with delight at my coming. I blessed her. She is to undergo an 
operation tomorrow morning at 8 A.M. for Toxic Goiter the 
thing that has been sapping her life away. She is brave and wants 
the operation over . . . 

[Monday Oct 3/27] Immediately after breakfast Grover and I went 
to the Hospital. Anne K had had a good night and was feeling 
bright. At 8 oclock the doctor came and Anne K was taken to the 
operating room. I remained there until after the operation and 
she came out from under the influence of the gas [had] given her 
. . . Grover took me to the Commercial Club luncheon and a large 
crowd was present. I was one of the speakers. Well received and 
great applause. It was raining most of the day and a strong wind. 
Grover decided to play golf notwithstanding the weather . . . The 
rain did not stop us. Played golf in a slicker . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 5/27] Arrived in Salt Lake City at 8:15 A M on 
time. Went direct to the Hotel Utah. The telephone rang as I 
entered my room and it continued to ring all the time I was in. 
Callers many . . . 

[Thursday Oct 6/27] ... At 10 oclock I went to the Temple and 
attended a meeting of the 1st Presidency and Twelve. Routine busi- 
ness was attended to. This was our fast day and the Sacrament was 
administered. The city is full of conference visitors. The Semi An- 
nual Conference begins tomorrow morning at 10 A.M. Received 
word through D S Spencer Passenger Agent U P Ry that Zella with 
her two babies would leave Los Angeles on Train #8 with ticket 
and reservations direct to Washington D C. She has finally decided 
to leave Carlyle as I thought she would the day I left her last week. 
She has given up all hopes of his quitting his drinking. He is not 
worthy of Zella. I wish it had taken place long ago. Poor Zella has 
a load to pack. 

[Friday Oct 7/27] . . . After singing and prayer Pres Grant made the 
opening address followed by President A W Ivins and others. The 
same number were present during afternoon services. All the ad- 
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dresses during the day were fine and meeting is a success in every 
way. Law and order was the main questions spoken on. At 6:10 
P.M. with Brownie, Bp Nibley, and Carlyle’s mother we met Zella 
at the Depot. She would not or did not want to stop over and go 
to Washington with me next week. She had obtained a divorce 
from Carlyle and he had been drunk ever since I left Zella at Long 
Beach for Portland. She was a nervous wreck. She had the nurse 
girl with her. It was an awful thing to see my bright, pretty baby 
girl in such a condition. She will reach Washington next Monday 
morning. Chloe will help her out. 

[Saturday Oct 8/27] ... In the evening attended the General Priest- 
hood meeting from 7 until 9 P.M. President Ivins replied to the 
unsigned pamphlet Celestial Marriage. He gave every one present 
positive instructions that plural marriage was not celestial mar- 
riage as spoken of in the Doctrine and Covenants and no one was 
authorized to perform a plural marriage and any one entering into 
that kind of marriage would be excommunicated from the church. 
Pres Grant also spoke upon same subject. The lower part of the 
Tabernacle was filled and part of the South gallery with men hold- 
ing the Priesthood. 

[Sunday Oct 9/27] ... I was one of the speakers and never felt 
freer in delivery of my message to the Conference. Conference 
adjourned at 4 P.M. No better Conference was ever held in my 
opinion. The sermons were exceptional fine, the music good 
and every one seemed to be satisfied. I received congratulations 
from many . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 12/27] . . . Looked at oil paintingjs] of myself by 
Lee Green Richards. Both of them were good. The one shown at 
the State Fair I liked the best. I suggested to Richards that he make 
an offer to Pres Grant to paint the pictures of the Presidency, the 
Twelve and Patriarch for the Temple at 250.00 each, 1/2 his regu- 
lar price. He said he would do so . . . 

[Sunday Oct 16/27] Was at the office [in Washington, D.C.,] for a 
couple of hours. Mr Blair of the National City Bank of N Y called 
and we discussed the sugar question and Cuba’s present action in 
limiting the amount of sugar to be exported to the US and he as- 
sured me the City Nat Bank people would assist in every way pos- 
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sible to secure legislation limiting the amount of sugar that can 
enter the US from the Philippines free of duty. The Philippines is 
the danger to the success of the Domestic sugar producer. I as- 
sured him I had already taken the question up with the President 
as well as the sugar people themselves. Attended church from 
11:45 until 1 P.M. A good attendance. Took the children to the 
zoo in the afternoon . . . 

[Monday Oct 17/27] Went to see Ernest new home he purchased a 
few days ago. I think he paid too much for it. It is cheaply built as 
most houses are today. 

[Wednesday Oct 19/27] Another busy day at the office. Answered a 
large number of letters. We have so many young men from Utah 
who came here to attend school and expecting to secure employ- 
ment in the Gov Service that we cannot take care of them all . . . 

[Thursday Oct 20/27] Had about one hour conference with the 
President. We discussed the politician [sic] situation and candi- 
dates for Republican nomination. The President expressing no 
preference. When I asked him if in case the Republican Conven- 
tion nominated him would he accept, he answered, “I have made 
my statement.” The President suggested that I see Secy Hoover 
for appointment of Ernest Bamberger to the position of Asst 
Secy of Commerce and that would[,] if he accepted[,] leave the 
Senatorial Candidate 43 situation in good shape as far as Utah was 
concerned . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 26/27] Secretary Hoover telephoned me that Wal- 
ter Brown of Ohio decided to accept the appointment of Asst Secy 
of Commerce but I might offer the position as Commission of Ra- 
dio to Ernest Bamberger with a salary of 10,000.00 to 12,000.00 
per annum which I did by a telegram but I have little hope of his 
accepting it. He wants to be senator . . . 

[Thursday Oct 27/27] ... In the evening I addressed the Washing- 
ton Board of Trade on the subject “Washington the Beautiful.” I 
exhibited the drawings of the future Triangle as well as the plans 


45 This did not eventuate, and Bamberger was the party’s choice in 1928, 
though he was soundly defeated by the incumbent, William H. King. 
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of the Department of Commerce and Dept, of Interior Buildings 
and gave an account of results we expected to secure in the future 
beautification of the Triangle. There was a large crowd present. It 
was held in the Ball room of the New Willard Hotel. There were 
nearly five hundred that could not be seated. Received m[an]y con- 
gratulations and a standing vote of thanks by all present. 

[Friday Oct 28/27] . . . Received a telegram from Ernest Bamberger 
declining to accept appointment as Commissioner of Radio and 
asked that H[arold] A LaFount be appointed. 

[Monday Oct 31/27] Max Wulfsohn came to my office this morning 
to talk over the subject of America’s recognition of Russia and what 
I had decided to advise Louie his son to report on his return to 
Russia. I explained to him just what our State Dept required before 
recognition and that had been told to the officials of Russia many 
times. I thought Louie ought to be very careful what he said to 
officials of Russia and promise nothing and state that recognition 
would not be given them until they complied with demands of 
America. Louie came later in the day and at a conference at my 
home the above program was agreed upon. I told Louie it was safer 
not to take anything in writing . . . 46 

[Tuesday Nov 1/27] . . . Approved and signed the final plans for the 
new Department of Commerce building and Internal Revenue 
Building and authorized the Secy of the Treasury to call for bids 
for erection of same. The Commission also decided to use granite 
for first story and Limestone for balance. The Designs are beauti- 
ful. The estimated cost of Commerce Building is 17 000 000.00 
and Internal Revenue 8 000 000.00. We directed that plans and 
specifications be prepared as soon as possible for the Archives 
Building. The Commission also approved the general assignment 
of buildings and plans for the whole of the Triangle . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 15/27] . . . Went over the financial condition of Er- 
nest with him and found he had reduced his indebtedness at the 
Riggs National and had paid 6000.00 on his home. Warned him 


46 Russia had repudiated its war debt of $193 million, refused to return prop- 
erty confiscated from American nationals, and advocated the overthrow of the United 
States. 
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not to be extravagant in his home or his personal expenses. Now 
was the time to get something ahead instead of going into debt . . . 

[Thursday Nov 17/27] ... I went with Zella to see Mrs Willibrand 47 
Asst Atty General to decide what course to pursue in her divorce 
proceedings. At the conference it was decided to start proceedings 
to set a side the temporary divorce issued as it was most unfair to 
Zella and her unborn child. No doubt advantage was taken of Zella 
by the Attorney Price and it is also quite positive that he also acted 
for Carlyle at the same time. . . Harold called and we had a 3/4 
hour conference. He is discouraged and Alice is bitterly complain- 
ing and Harold thinks she has been influenced by her folks “ at 
home. He seems to feel that his struggle is useless. Alice’s trip 
home did her no good . . . 

[Sunday Nov 27/27] Was at the office from 9:45 until 1 1:30. Then 
went to church. A good attendance. Apostle Widtsoe arrived here 
yesterday with his wife and daughter on his way to take charge of 
the European Mission in place of Apostle Talmage released . . . 

[Thursday Dec 1/27] . . . Held a meeting of Public Building Com- 
mission and at 4:30 called to see Sen Work. Among other things 
he discussed with me Secy Hoover’s candidacy for the Republican 
Nomination for President. Secy Work is running his candidacy. I 
told him I thought a great deal of Hoover and that he would make 
a good President. I had talked for him in a limited way. I also had 
secured certain information for him . . . 

[Friday Dec 2/27] . . . Held a conference with Mr. Delano 49 and 
we agreed to continue our efforts to secure Dr. Stratton 50 for the 
position of secy of Smithsonian. Dr. Merriam 51 decided he could 
not accept it. Attended a conference of Republican Senators at 
10 30 . . . 


47 Mabel Walker Willebrandt. 

48 Alice’s father was Charles Nibley, and Carlyle was Alice’s brother. 

49 Frederic A. Delano was a member of the Smithsonian Institution Board of Re- 
gents and of the National Capital Park and Planning Commission. 

50 Dr. Samuel W. Stratton was president of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 

51 John C. Merriam was president of the Carnegie Institution in 
Washington, D.C. 
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[Saturday Dec 3/27] . . . The Shipping Board at my request gave Dr 
Widtsoe, wife and daughter passes from New York to Liverpool, 
he to sail Dec 14th in the “Roosevelt” . . . 

[Sunday Dec 4/27] . . . Attendfed] Sunday service at 11:45. This is 
fast day. I was one of the speakers. D[id] not take Mama for a ride. 
Called to see Jonathan Bourne. He still wants me to run for the 
President and stated Ralph William Nat Committeeman from Ore- 
gon called to see him and he was in favor of my nomination and 
wanted to get to work at once to secure delegates. I vetoed the 
proposition. I have no desire to make the run . . . 

[Monday Dec 3/27] . . . Senate met at 12 oclock. I took the oath of 
office for the 5th time. 

[Wednesday Dec 7/27] ... I attended a dinner given by the National 
Potters Association at the New Willard Hotel. I was the honor 
guest. W E Wells presided. In his remarks introducing me he stated 
if the Association had the power of nominating a candidate for 
President that honor would be mine. I delivered an address and it 
was well received. 

[Thursday Dec 8/27] Attended a meeting of the Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution. The question of the Selection of a Secre- 
tary to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Chas Walcott was 
postponed until next meeting. Col Chas Lindbergh was present 
and presented with the Langley Medal. A photo of Regents and 
Lindbergh was taken ... I was appointed a member of the perma- 
nent Executive Committee . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 13/27] . . . President Grant, his wife andj[une] Wood- 
ruff arrived. June here to marry Isaac Stewart my clerk. ' President 
Grant and wife left for Baltimore at 2 P.M. I ha[d] Elmer Pratt drive 
them over. I have told Isaac Stewart I would give him a wedding 
dinner at my home. He is to be married next Friday. Mrs Stewart 
is here to attend the wedding. 

[Thursday Dec 15/27] ... I went with Max Wulfsohn and Ernest to 


52 Isaac Stewart’s bride was a granddaughter of former Mormon church presi- 
dent Wilford Woodruff and daughter of deceased Mormon apostle Abraham O. 
Woodruff. The later was named after Reed Smoot’s father, Abraham Owen Smoot. 
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present a beautiful mixed Fox neckpiece to Mrs. Coolidge at the 
White house. She was so pleased with it. 

[Friday Dec 16/27] . . . After lunch I went with Pres Grant, Mrs 
Grant, Mrs Stewart, Isaac Stewart, June Woodruff and Ernest 
Smoot to Rockville Md for the purpose of getting Stewart andjune 
married. They obtained their marriage licence and we called at the 
home of a Baptist Minister and the marriage was performed. It was 
a rainy day. In the evening I gave them a wedding dinner . . . 

[Saturday Dec 1 7/27] Pres Grant and wife left for home at 4:30 P.M. 
today. They thanked me for all we had done for the young people 
[in the Washington, D.C., area] . . . 

[Sunday Dec 18/27] . . . Looked over mail and dictated letters until 
11:30 and then went to church. The speakers were a young re- 
turned missionary and Herman Wells. Gov and Mrs Spry called in 
the early evening and just as they entered the house Gov Spry suf- 
fered a stroke. We got him in bed, sent for a Doctor and he came 
at once. Doctor stated he was not to be moved for at least 48 hours 
and was quite alarmed over his condition. He took considerable 
blood from him. I telephoned for a nurse . . . 

[Thursday Dec 22/27] The most of the day was given over to con- 
ferences with parties from many sections of the country protesting 
against provisions in the Revenue Bill as it passed the House. My 
mail is crowded with letters of protest. The same old story, soak 
the other fellow but let me escape . . . 

[Saturday Dec 24/27] Was busy at the office during the morning 
and in the afternoon with preparation for Christmas. Spent the 
evening at Ernest’s. Had a fine supper and watched the coming in 
of Christmas. Children all excited. Gave Mama a fine Radio set. 
The house full of Christmas toys and presents for every body. 

[Sunday Dec 25/27 [ Zella’s and Chloe’s children up by 4 oclock. I 
never saw so many Christmas presents for children. It is next to 
impossible to get around for them. Was at office for one hour. 
Hundreds of Xmas cards received from all parts of the Country. 
Attended church at 11:45. Sen Ring was the speaker. Hall was cold. 
We had a wonderful Christmas dinner. All my folks with us with 
exception of Harold and his family. They had their own Xmas din- 



Cleaning up the Road Houses 


ner. A beautiful clear day. No snow. Allie feeling better than a year 
ago. Gov Spry well enough that he was removed from my home to 
his apartment. He still looks sick to me. 
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[Allie Dies] 


[Tuesday Jany 10/28] I am 66 years old to day. Received many tele- 
grams of congratulations from all parts of the Country. Some com- 
ing from people I do not recall having met. Pat Harrison 1 and Sen 
Watson 2 spoke in the Senate on the Tariff question. I was busy and 
spent little time in the Senate to day. Received many congratula- 
tions on my speech of yesterday. 3 Had a family dinner and spent 
a pleasant evening at home. 

[ Sunday Jan 15/28] Zella is 28 yrs old to day. I met at my office 
representatives of the Internal Revenue Bureau and considered 
my tax return for the year 1926. I explained each claim for losses 
taken by me. They will render their decision later. Attended 
church at 11:45. A good turnout. Went Auto riding and took 
Allie with me. 

[Sunday Jany 22/28] At the office as usual from 9:45 until 11:30. 
Had a few callers. Attended Sunday service opened meeting with 
prayer. 240 present. H H Rolapp Pres Eastern States Mission was 


1 Senator Byron (Pat) Harrison. 

2 Republican senator James Eli Watson (1881-1948) of New York. 

3 Smoot took on Republican senator William Henry McMaster (1877-1968) of 
South Dakota in bulldog fashion. McMaster offered Senate Resolution 52 that pro- 
posed lowering tariffs across the board. Smoot cited allegedly inaccurate information, 
illogical conclusions, and impossible proposals, then took an hour to review all tariff 
revisions since 1920. 
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present as it was the conference of the Washington Branch. Rolapp 
spoke for a few minutes following the reports given. And the bal- 
ance of the time was occupied by Apostle Talmage. I had Bro Tal- 
mage and wife to dinner. He spoke at the evening session of the 
Conference. 

[Sunday Jany 29/28] At the office for one hour and half. Harold 
had to have 1000.00 to send Al[ice] and children to California. It 
looks as if she intends to leave him. Was at church from 1 1 :40 until 
1 P.M. Very cold and not many out. Called to see Zella at the Co- 
lumbia Hospital. She was moved there Friday and expected to be 
confined Friday or Saturday morning. Called to see Ernests baby. 
He is doing fine and so is Martha. 

[Friday Feby 10/28] Senate met at 12 oclock. The day was spent in 
the discussion of LaFolletts Resolution against a third term for a 
President. A fool action on the part of the Senate in agreeing to 
it. It was intended to apply to President Coolidge as the Democrats 
and Reds are fearful he will be nominated at the Republican Con- 
vention. 

[Saturday Feby 11/28] ... I spent 1/2 hour with the President . . . 
I again asked him to appoint Ben Rich 1 as a member of the Court 
of Claims. I told him I was disappointed at his disapproval of my 
Bill S 1300 for the erection and completion of a plant suitable for 
investigation of the Bureau of Mines in Salt Lake City. Explained 
to him what the Bill meant and I am sure he would not have done 
so if he had understood conditions. Worked at office on Alien 
Property Bill and remarks. 

[Saturday Feby 18/28] Met with Sub Committee on the Treasury 
and Post Office Appropriation Bill and made but few amend- 
ments. Bill will be reported to Senate Monday. Had R R Lyman to 
lunch with me. Jos Himes stated t[hat he] and Col [Cal] O Laughlin 
had made a fairly good campaign for the nomination of Genl 
Pershing 3 for President and had made [a] little headway but in the 
canvas it very often happened leading men of the East, Middle 


4 Ben L. Rich was Smoot’s first secretary in 1903. 

5 John Joseph Pershing, Army Chief of Staff from 1921 until his retirement 
in 1924. 
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West and West would say Pershing has not had the necessary ex- 
perience and why not support Senator Smoot for the nomination. 
He asked me if I still felt like I would not become a candidate and 
I answered him that I had not changed my position. He asked me 
not to make any public announcement declining same. He and Col 
[Cal] O Laughlin will call and see me in a few days. 

[Sunday Feby 27/28] . . . Attended church services at 11:45. Had 
good attendance and two good sermons by two young men. I re- 
ferred to the Utah Association Banquet given last night at the Meri- 
dan Apartment House. Here were about 200 present. Sen Fess 6 
was the speaker and he paid me a great compliment. Dr Black was 
toastmaster. That but one person smoked after dinner and the 
waiters wanted to know what was the matter with the coffee as but 
few tasted it. Zella was down to dinner today. 

[Tuesday Feby 28/28] l called up the Conference report on the Alien 
Property Bill and explained to the Senate the changes agreed to 
by the Conference. Senators Shirtridge 7 8 and King" objected to the 
report in two or three items. The report was adopted without a 
roll call. I am thankful the measure is out of the way. It is the most 
difficult piece of legislation I have ever had to direct. 

[Sunday Mar 4/28] Twenty five years ago I became a United States 
Senator. Was at the office from 10 until 1 1:30. Attended fast day 
meeting named and bless[ed] a baby. We had Ernest and family, 
Gov Spry and wife to day. After dinner I blessed and named Er- 
nest’s son Ernest Winder Smoot Jr and Zella’s son Owen Smoot 
Nibley. Too cold to go out riding. 

[Wednesday Mar 7/28] Was crowded during the morning with mail 
and callers. In the Senate I made a short speech on unemployment 
in answer to speech made by Wagner 9 10 of New York. It aroused the 
Democrats."’ Was a very fine day. 


6 Republican senator Simeon Davison Fess (1861-1936) of Ohio. 

7 Republican senator Samuel Morgan Shortridge (1861-1952) of California. 

8 William H. King of Utah. 

9 Democratic senator Robert F. Wagner (1877-1953). 

10 Wagner took issue with President Coolidge’s statement, “Wages are very 
high and employment is plentiful.” Smoot argued that, by a number of economic indi- 
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[Friday Mar 9/28] There is a rumor that the President will veto the 
Alien Property Bill on account of some objections raised by Secy 
of State Kellogg. The President has said nothing about it to me 
and I am sure he would do so before vetoing the Bill . . . 

[Saturday Mar 10/28] The President signed the Alien Property Bill. 
A hungry lot of attorneys at least will be pleased and repre- 
sentatives of Americans and German Claimants . . . 

[Monday Mar 12/28] Completed my tax statement for year 1927. 
Requested Secy of Smithsonian to call a meeting of the Regents 
for next Thursday at 10 A.M. to consider that controversy between 
the Smithsonian Institution and Wright Bros as to credit that 
should be given for the first Aero plane that made a successful 
flight. Senate met with limit on debate on the Boulder Dam Bill 
and day was spent in talk. I wired Anne K I would send her a check 
for 275.00 so she could come to Washington to see Mama. 

[Tuesday Mar 13/28] . . . The stock market went wild again on Ra- 
dio Corporation Stock[.] a few days ago it was selling around 
100.00 per share. To day changed hands @ 160.00 per share. Er- 
nest was told to buy it at 100.00 but waited too long. 

[Wednesday Mar 14/28] . . . The Teapot dome investigation still go- 
ing on. Sec Mellon, Chairman Butler and Will Hays were witnesses. 
The question was what became of the Liberty Bonds handed Will 
Hay by Sinclair. Mellon received $50,000.00 of them from Hays 
but returned them Butler received none. It’s a nasty mess. 

[Sunday Mar 18/28] Was at the office by 10. Answered a number 
of letters and read over article for Encyclopedia Britanica on Mor- 
monism and the history of the Mormon people. Attended church 
at 1145. The Relief Society had the exercises in charge and they 
were carried out in a very interesting manner . . . 

[Monday Mar 19/28] Allie had a bad night. Was busy with callers 
and mail during the morning. In the Senate the Sinclair Bonds and 
Hayes connection with them and general condemnation of the 

cators, the country was doing fine. 
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whole transaction was indulged in. The rotten mess will not end 
until after election . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 20/28] . . . Held a conference with the Asst Secy of 
Treasury and Wetmore Architect on the location and plans for Salt 
Lake City Post Office. Looked at drawings and studied estimate of 
cost and I decided to have John Bowman mayor of City andjas H 
Anderson come to Washington and assist in deciding location of 
addition to Salt Lake post office, and location of same . . . 

[Thursday Mar 22/28] . . . The stock market went wild to day over 
4,000,000 shares changing hands. Gave a letter of Introduction to 
Col Chas E Lindbergh for Jack Cardon and Lindburgh took Jack 
for a ride over Washington. Jack had the time of his life. Sen Cous- 
ins" made an attack on Secy Mellon in a speech on his resolution 
asking that the senate express the opinion that Mellon resign as 
Secy of the Treasury. He made an ass of himself and Sen Reed of 
Penn in answering him showed what a liar he was. It was a sorry 
day for old Cousins. 

[Friday Mar 23/28] . . . Had callers all morning among them Chas 
Hollingsworth and Ralph Bristol of Ogden and who are here on 
the nasty Brown case involving a half dozen Salt Lake Girls and 
generally known as the Clayton case. The whole thing is a dirty 
affair. Anne K arrived for a visit. 

[Saturday Mar 24/28] Senate in session with little accomplished. I 
did not stop to hear the slush I am tired of it. Little dignity left in 
the Senate. I played golf in the late afternoon and took the girls to 
Keiths in the evening . . . 

[Monday Apr 2/28] Am having trouble with my stomach and bowel 
not feeling well. Took a dose of physic. Had very little sleep last 
night. Attended session of Senate and watched the Calendar. In 
the evening the Associated Press called me and stated that Albert 
F a ll in his statement to day claimed that Lenroot myself and Will 
Hayes had at a conference in Washington at the Wardman Park 
Hotel [and] had requested him to make the statement that McLean 
had advanced him the 100,000.00 to purchase the Harris ranch 


11 Republican senator James Couzens (1872-1936) of Michigan. 
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and it was done to protect the Republican party. I denied the state- 
ment and so did Mr Lenroot. Mr Hayes was in Paris. 

[Sunday Apr 15/28] Quite cold for last three days. Was at the office 
from 10 until 1130 and then went to church. Not a very good at- 
tendance. The speaking was very good. Received a telegram that 
Ray Ward U.S. Marshall for Dist of Utah was killed in an auto ac- 
cident last night. 

[Monday Apr 16/28] Received by wire a large number of applica- 
tions for appointment U S Marshall, Ray Ward having been killed 
last evening. I should think they could have waited until the mar- 
shall was buried. They came from Brigham City, Ogden, S L City 
and Provo . . . 

[Thursday Apr 19/28] Last night read about Boulder Dam until 
near midnight. Ernest Genter and wife arrived for a visit. They 
were married a few days ago. Have decided to make a speech 
against Boulder Dam Bill . . . 

[Saturday Apr 21/28] Lfouis] S Cates called to see me this morning 
and we discussed home political situation. He cannot run for the 
Senate unless to give up his present position with the Utah Copper 
Co and that he says he cannot afford. I asked him to accept the 
position of National Committeeman and he will do it [if] Jacklin 
of Utah Copper will allow it. I wrote to Jacklin asking him to grant 
it. ... At 10 oclock Harry Sinclair was acquitted by Jury to day. A 
great surprise. 

[Monday Apr 23/28] . . . The President asked me to take dinner 
with him this evening at 7 oclock. I accepted and following dinner 
at which were present the President, Mrs Coolidge, Mrs Steam 1 ' 
and myself I discussed the Revenue Bill and told the President the 
agreement the Republican members of the Finance Com had 
reached. ... I discussed with the President the Boulder Dam Bill 
and told him I was going to speak against it and hoped to defeat 
it. He did not object . . . Following our conference I went with him 
and saw the movies showing his visit to the Yellowstone Park last 


12 Mrs. Frank W. Stearns. 
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year and it was following by the movie “The Sheppard [sic] of the 
Hills.” He sent me home in the White House car. 

[Monday Apr 30/28] ... I spoke for 23/4 hrs in the Senate against 
the Boulder Dam Bill. Had closest of attention and was very ear- 
nest in my delivery. Will conclude my speech tomorrow. Received 
many congratulations. Was very tired and went to bed early. Intro- 
duced a bill increasing the salaries of Government Employees in 
conformity to understanding I had with the President. 

[Tuesday May 1/28] ... In the Senate at 2 oclock I resumed my 
remarks on the Boulder Dam Bill and concluded at 4:15.' Re- 
ceived many compliments. The Governor of Arizona extended his 
thanks. Ma[d]e a splendid impression. Refused to be interrupted 
and if had not would have been speaking for days. Sen Ashworth 
asked me to have 4000 copies of the speech printed and he would 
pay for the same and let me have the number I wanted of them. 
He intends to send a copy to all the newspapers in the U.S. I was 
very tired but I promised my grandchildren I would take them to 
the Ringling Bros Circus and I did so. I could hardly keep my eyes 
open. Another party ordered 3000 copies of my speech . . . 

[Wednesday May 2/28] Was compelled to pay a note and interest 
of Grover A Rebentisch I signed for $1000.00 and interest . . . 

[Monday May 7/28] . . . Stock market made another advance on 
many of the stocks. There will have to be an end to it before long. 

[Wednesday May 9/28] Held a conference with the President. I told 
him of Butler’s letter asking me to act as chairman of the Resolu- 
tions Committee at the Republican National Convention to be 
held at Kansas City, Mo June 12th. The President expressed the 
hope I could accept . . . 

[Thursday May 10/28] . . . Ernest sold his Spicer Co stock and tells 
me he made some 14,000.00 on the transaction . . . 


13 Smoot argued that the project was the “greatest engineering risk in history” 
and even various government engineers could not agree on its feasibility. The idea of 
flood protection, Smoot argued, was misplaced and costly. For Smoot this was the 
main issue. Later he argued that government should not compete with private busi- 
ness in offering electricity to its consumers. 
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[Sunday May 13/28] Went to the office for a short time to look over 
telegrams and letters. Then called for President Grant and wife 
and we went to church. Mothers day programe was carried out. 
Congressman] Colton was the Speaker. Music good and Coltons 
sermon was fine. Pres Grant spoke for 30 minutes. We had 275 
present. Pres Grant and wife were with us to dinner. At 4 oclock 
Zella and her boys went with me to Country home of Victor Evans 
and enjoyed seeing his many birds and animals. He has 25 acres 
in his place. Beautiful day but a little chilly. 

[Monday May 14/28] The President called me at 930 ... I went at 
once to the White House taking Pres Grant along. Had Pres Grant 
me[e]t the President. . . . 

[Wednesday May 16/28] The President called me at the White 
House and I reached there at 8:15. We discussed the Salary Bill 
as it was reported to the Senate. . . . We discussed the McNary 
Haugen Farm Relief Bill and I told the President I could not see 
how he could sign the Bill after the public declaration he had 
made against it. I feel sure the President will veto it and we 
talked of the Mississippi river flood control Bill and present 
situation of Revenue Bill in the Senate. He also expressed the 
hope that I would act as Chairman Resolutions Committee at 
Republican National Convention . . . 

[Sunday May 20/28] Was at the office from 10 until 1120 and then 
went to church. A good attendance. Gov Hunt of Arizona was pre- 
sent. Two young men were the speakers. Went to bed early as I 
was exceedingly tired. 

[Saturday May 26/28] Nothing done on the Boulder Dam to day 
. . . Talk was the order in the Senate and of course Tom Heflin 14 
had to rake A1 Smith and the Catholic Church over the coals. I told 
Secy Mellon I was not going to ask the confirmation of [H. Theo- 
dore] Tate as an assistant Secy of the Treasury. Congressman 
Wood was violently opposed to it. Zella, children and nurse left 
for California. On arrival there she will decide what action she will 
take in her divorce case. Carlyle telegraphed her not to come but 
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she thinks her future ought to be decided as soon as possible. Her 
3 boys are well . . . 

[Sunday May 27/28] Was at the office early. Jed Wellover' 3 called 
and stated that Mr. Hearst"’ had telephoned him to see me and ask 
me to wire someone in Utah to prevent possible slanderous testi- 
mony against innocent people in Southern California in the mur- 
der trial of Clark. 17 ... I did so . . . Mr J C White submitted to me 
a number of proposed planks for Republican Party platform and 
we discussed the situation. We will no doubt have a great deal of 
opposition, protests and demands at the Convention. The road 
ahead is anything but smooth. Attended church at 1 145. Sen King 
was the speaker. A good attendance. 

[Thursday May 31/28] Busy preparing work for office force in my 
absence. Received numerous letters suggesting planks for the 
Resolutions for the Convention. Will take them all with me to Kan- 
sas City. Secy Hoover assured me that the Newspaper reports that 
he was opposed to me being the Chairman of the Resolutions was 
unfounded and he wanted me to know that on the contrary he was 
in favor of same. He discussed his campaign briefly. I am of the 
opinion he will receive the nomination unless Pres Coolidge takes 
the Convention by storm and [it] nominates him notwithstanding 
his frequent statements that he was not a candidate and did not 
choose to run. It would not surprise me to see such a thing happen. 
Went to bed early as have a hard day ahead for tomorrow. 

[Friday June 1/28] With Ernest W my son and I M Stewart my sec- 
retary left home for Kansas City at 5:25 A.M. in Ernests new Auto. 
... It was a beautiful country and a fine day. The car ran perfect 
and we made Columbus Ohio a distance of over 400 miles . . . 

[Saturday June 2/28] We started on our journey at 5 A.M. Very cold 
morning. I did not sleep an hour last night. Hay fever so bad I 


15 Judson Welliver, a Washington newspaper man and former aid to presidents 
Harding and Coolidge. 

16 William Randolph Hearst, publisher of the Washington Times and other news- 
papers. 

17 Sheldon Clark was convicted of manslaughter in the death of Lita Gray 
Chaplin’s butler. Her father, Charlie Chaplin, and other Hollywood personalities testi- 
fied at trial. 
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could hardly breath. No sun during the day. A little rain. We ar- 
rived at Saint Louis, Mo. making a run of 430 miles. We had break- 
fast and lunch at road houses. Never stopped a moment for car 
trouble. Averaged about 40 miles per hour . . . 

[Sunday June 3/28] Left St Louis, Mo at 6:45 A.M. Still cold weather. 
Ernest did all the driving to day. The distance from St Louis to 
Kansas City was 264 miles. We arrived at Hotel Muehlebach Kansas 
City at 1:30 P.M. it was raining the last 50 miles of the trip. We had 
no auto trouble. All it needed was gas and oil. Ernest is an [able?] 
driver. The hay fever is causing me considerable suffering. I can 
hardly speak . . . Made an appointment with Mr White to meet me 
at headquarters tomorrow morning at 9 A.M. to begin work on 
the platforms. Nearly crazy for sleep. 

[Monday June 4/28] . . . Was in bed part of the afternoon trying to 
get rid of Hay fever but making slow progress. Nasty cold and rainy 
weather[.] Kansas City is a dirty city not well kept. Stewart applied 
hot packs to my throat and nose. Felt a little better by bed time. 

[Tuesday June 3/28] The Chamber of Commerce gave me its Direc- 
tors room for my use during the Convention and from now until 
Convention meets. I can feel safe now that none of our work will 
be made public for we have the only keys to the room. We worked 
all day on Draft and in the evening met with Mr Butler National 
Chairman Republican party and I read the work so far done and 
he approved of it . . . 

[Wednesday June 6/28] Ernest telephoned home and Mama had not 
been so well. Had a sinking spell but was feeling some what better. 
Awful hot in Washington. Worked all the morning on the platform 
and I played golf with four of the leading men of Kansas City dur- 
ing the afternoon at the Mission Hill golf course. A most beautiful 
place and the surroundings charming. After playing 1 8 holes I took 
a drive with Mr Nichols 18 a remarkable man. His subdivision is one 
of the ideal ones in the world. Has 25,000 people living in houses 
erected by himself. Plat and plans prepared and work directed by 
himself a monument to any man . . . 


18 Jesse Clyde Nichols, a local real estate developer. 
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[Sunday June 10/28] The Utah Delegation to Convention arrived 
this morning. Made the States Hotel headquarters. Carl Marcusen 
and L S Cates callfed] to see me. We discussed home politics and 
the nomination of Governor and Senator. Marcusen did not men- 
tion Bamberger for Senator or himself for Governor, but we did 
discuss Malcolm Reiser" for Gov and Rueben Clark for Senator. 
The situation is mixed politically but I hope that Reiser and Clark 
win out. Called on the Utah Delegation . . . 

[Monday June 1 1/28] . . . The eastern delegates all came in and con- 
ferences among state Delegations were the order. Hoover will be 
nominated unless Pres Coolidge consents to run and I do not be- 
lieve he will do that. No other candidate has a chance against 
Hoover. 20 

[Friday June 15/28] The day set apart for the nomination of a Vice 
President. At a meeting following adjournment of the Convention 
last night, a meeting in Secy Mellons rooms at the Muchleback [sic] 
Hotel it was virtuely agreed to select Mr Cox 21 of Mass for the Vice 
President. In thinking it over after leaving the Conference I con- 
cluded it was a mistake and at 8 A.M. this morning I went to the 
rooms of Secy Mellon and with some half dozen others including 
Chairman Butler the question was reconsidered and I convinced 
them we should nominate Sen Chase Curtis of Ransas. I tele- 
phoned to Curtis and he said he would accept and I asked him to 
select someone to nominate him and he said he would not do it. 
If we wanted him we would have to get someone to nominate him. 
I reported the position of Curtis and I was asked to get someone 
to nominate him. I was leaving when Borah came in and I asked 
him if he would nominate Curtis and he said he would. I asked 
Arizona to yield to Idaho when Arizona was called for the nomi- 
nations and the chairman consented to do so and I so notified 
Borah and the chairman of the Convention. Mrs Hert has not been 
asked to speak and I asked her to second the nomination of Curtis 
and she said she would if I would prepare something for her to 

19 Malcolm Aaron Keyser, a prominent Salt Lake City businessman and Har- 
vard University graduate. 

20 Herbert Hoover won the nomination. 

21 Channing Harris Cox, former governor of Massachusetts. 
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say. I did so and handed it to her. Things were all settled and I left 
the Convention and played golf at the Blue Ridge golf cluh with 
two leading business men of Kansas City and Harold Fabian. I left 
for Washington on the midnight train. 

[Sunday June 17/28] . . . We had a western man for President as 
well as one for Vice President and the east were not altogether 
pleased with it . . . 

[Friday June 22/28] Held a conference with W H Wattis about his 
running for Gov of the State. He called attention to an article in 
the Salt Lake Tribune sent from Kansas City claiming I had an- 
nounced myself in favor of the nomination of Malcolm Keiser for 
Governor and that it had been used to secure the endorsement of 
Dye of Ogden for the position of Governor against him. R W 
Youngjr and Ted Holman talked with me about the same. Wattis 
stated he would not run if I thought he should not do so. I told 
him I would not decide that question. Received many letters of 
congratulations for my work on the Platform adapted at Kansas 
City. The Platform seems to meet almost universal commendation 
from Republicans. Raining a part of the day. Last night I went with 
H S Anderson to see DeWolf Hopper 22 in an opera. He was a failure 
and company not good. 

[Saturday June 23/28] . . . After noon played golf. Sent Anne K 
check for 50.00. The poor girl needs it bad enough. 

[Sunday June 24/28] Met W H Wattis, R W Young and Ted Holman 
at my office at 1030 A.M. They are much concerned about an ar- 
ticle appearing in the Salt Lake Tribune sent from Kansas City stat- 
ing I was for Malcolm Keiser [sic] for Governor and it had been 
used in Ogden by David Wilson and members of the Republican 
State Committee to defeat Wattis for the Weber County support 
for that office. We discussed conditions and I stated I had not 
authorized any such statement but had stated Keiser would make 
a splendid Governor and if nominated I would be happy in doing 
all in my power to elect him. They insisted upon my making a state- 
ment to that effect and I prepared one and will send it tomorrow. 

22 Comedian William DeWolf Hopper (1858-1935) headed his own company 
which revived Gilbert and Sullivan light operas. 
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Wattis was willing to withdraw if I said so. We left final decision to 
be made when I returned to Utah. Iff] he was elected Governor I 
do not know where we would find a person to take his place as 
Manager of Utah Idaho Sugar Co. I attended church at 11:30. 
Speakers were Elders [Junius] Romney and Jarvis. Good atten- 
dance and a very good meeting. Gov Spry and wife were with us 
to supper. The Gov is very poorly. 

[Monday June 25/28] Papers filled with accounts of the political situ- 
ation at Houston Texas. Where the Democrats are gathered for 
the National Convention beginning tomorrow. A1 Smith no doubt 
will be their nominee for President and it looks like Joe Robinson 
for Vice President. Senator Owens 21 sent me his published article 
on Tamany [sic] Hall and politics. He claims if Smith is nominated 
Hoover will be elected by 10 million majority . . . The stock market 
has gone to pieces. Call money at 6 1/2% . . . 

[Tuesday June 26/28] Called on Secy Mellon and we discussed po- 
litical situation and the announcement to be made by him of his 
erecting National Art Gallery and Ten millions of Dollars endow- 
ment. He has details under way and as soon as perfected he will 
make announcement as he stated more than a year ago to me he 
would. I called to see Secy Kellogg. He wants to appoint Reuben 
J Clark under Secretary of War. I told him Clark was a candidate 
for the Senate and had an organization working to that end. Kel- 
logg stated he would let Clark come home as he is now in Mexico 
at any time. I asked him to so notify Clark. He also stated he would 
hold the position open until after the State Convention to be held 
August 16th and if Clark is not nominated he would then have the 
President appoint him Under Secretary of State. He told me of a 
meeting held in New York addressed by Senator King. Meeting 
made up of the most radical Anti Americans and Kings speech was 
to their liking and he denounced our Government most outra- 
geously. He stated he thought of making it public if King is renomi- 
nated for the Senate. I called to see Secy Hoover. We discussed 
the political conditions and plan for the coming campaign. He told 
me he would take care of Ernest Bamberger with an appointment 


23 Presumably former Democratic senator Robert Latham Owen (1856-1947) of 
Oklahoma. He declined renomination in 1924 and practiced law in Washington, D.C. 
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if Ernest is not nominated at the Ogden Convention. The Demo- 
cratic Convention began at 12 oclock Houston Texas time and 3 
P.M. Washington time. Our radio is out of communication but I 
don’t care much. I have read the Temporary Chairmans speech 
already . . . 

[Wednesday June 27/28] Ernest and H S Anderson went to New 
York last evening to see contracts with the moving picture people. 
I made appointment for them to see Will Hayes . . . 

[Thursday June 28/28] . . . Still receiving letters of congratulations 
for my work at Kansas City. Mama not so well. The Democrats at 
Houston nominated A1 Smith for President with a dry plank on 
Prohibition. A1 is as wet as the ocean and every body knows it. Sen 
Pittman Chairman Democratic Resolutions Com reported] the 
Resolutions to the Convention and they were adopted. I listened 
to the proceedings over the Radio for a short time. 

[Monday July 2/28] Was at office early. Every day brings its load of 
mail and callers. I wish mama was well enough for me to leave for 
home. I received a letter from President Coolidge in which he says: 
“You did fine work as Chairman of the Platform Committee at the 
Kansas City Convention and I heartily congratulate you and our 
party on it.” Expressed a hope that Mrs Smoot health will show a 
marked improvement and sending his and Mrs. Coolidge’s kindest 
remembrance. 

[Tuesday July 3/28] Visited a number of the Departments and called 
at the German Embassy for change in Visas of our Missionaries 
passports . . . 

[Tuesday July 10/28] Ariel Cardon played 9 holes of golf at Soldiers 
Home Course fr[o]m 5:30 to 7 A.M. I made the nine holes in 36. 
The best I ever played. First drive on the eighth hole went within 
fifteen inches of hole. 

[Wednesday July 11/28] The Press of the East are certainly friendly 
to A1 Smith for President. He is a great advertiser and the battle 
ground for coming campaign will be in the East. Smith expects to 
carry the East [because] of his Anti Prohibition views . . . 

[Friday July 13/28] . . . Papers still playing A1 Smith up. A prohibi- 
tion ticket was agreed to yesterday. That will draw from Hoover. 
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Smith and the Democrats have and will have all the money they 
want for campaign. Tammany will furnish as many millions as 
called for . . . 

[Tuesday July 17/28] Exceeding warm during the night and day. I 
called at the Navy Hospital to receive report on my physical con- 
dition from Dr Anderson. I[t] was not very good. My heart was 
slightly enlarged and flesh not so healthy. Had another X ray of 
heart taken will see him again tomorrow at 1 1 oclock. Dr Peterson 
says I must let up . . . 

[Wednesday July 18/28] . . . Awful hot. About 1 1 P.M. Ernest tele- 
phoned me from Salt Lake City and thought I should not go to 
Salt Lake and get mixed up in the bitter political fight now on be- 
tween candidates for Republican Senator and Governor. He will 
leave Saturday and be here next Wednesday if I would remain here 
in Washington and would repeat findings of his visit. I told him I 
would remain here. 

[Wednesday July 25/28 ] Mama very weak. Had a poor night. Hard 
for her to speak so you can understand her . . . Had Dr Peterson 
report to me the results of X rays of my heart and stomach, my 
blood and heart test. X rays show an enlargement of the heart. 
Heart action fine and blood fairly good. Made further examina- 
tions and I am to report to him Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
mornings for closer examinations. He gave me a dose of Digitalis 
and I am to take one 8 P.M. and 11 P.M. tonight and same time 
tomorrow and Friday. Remained home this afternoon. 

[Thursday July 26/28] . . . Met Dr Peterson at 1 1 A.M. Made further 
examinations of pulse and heart action. Mama had a very severe 
sinking spell. Looks as if she has suffered a stroke on her right side. 
She can hardly speak so we can understand her. 

[Saturday July 28/28] ... Dr Peterson at the Navy Hospital reported 
medicine had acted on my heart satisfactorily. Was in good condi- 
tion but must not exercise too much. I could play 9 holes of golf 
but not more for some time to come. Mama had a fairly good night 
and it is wonderful how she can recover. She was in bed all day but 
wanted to get up. . . . 


[ Sunday July 29/28] Was at the office and met [Harry J.] Brown of 
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S L Tribune at 10 oclock. Gave him two prepared statements for 
the Press on the Tariff Question in coming campaign. He will see 
that the newspaper reports get copies. Attended Sunday services. 
Rudger Clawson was the speaker. His daughter gave birth to a baby 
yesterday. I visited the new bird house at the zoo. Splendid build- 
ing and fixtures fine. Am pleased with results. I secured the appro- 
priation for the building. Have a large number of new and rare 
birds. Mama sat up part of the day. . . . 

[Thursday Aug 2/28] . . . Received many letters from different parts 
of country expressing hope for Mrs Smoot’s recovery. Pres Rudger 
Clawson called stated his daughter was getting along fine following 
her confinement. Numerous callers this morning. Received a pi- 
table letter from Anne K asked for 1500.00. 

[Friday Aug 3/28] Oh how hot. Had some Department work to at- 
tend to including the question of slanderous picture films being 
exhibited in England against the Mormon people. 1 left the letter 
of complaint from John A Widtsoe with Secy Kellogg and he in 
turn will send letter to our Ambassadore at London with a request 
that the picture be withdrawn from exhibition. 

[Friday Aug 10/28] Mama had a poor night. Severe pains in her 
bowels. Had another sinking spell. Callers as usual. Discussed the 
wisdom of the Political debate between A1 Smith and Dr Straton" 1 
on the question of Prohibition with headquarters. I am fearful of 
the result as Straton is a fire brand. The Republican Party is in no 
way responsible for the debate and I hope some way will be found 
to prevent it. 

[Saturday Aug 11/28] After reading an advance copy of Secy 
Hoovers speech of acceptance which was delivered at Leland Stan- 
ford University California] and carried by Radio to every part of 
the country I made the following comment on it: “Not an equivo- 
cation or camouflage can be found in Herbert Hoover’s address 
of acceptance. It was out lined by a master mind, and presented 
in a sound, common sense recital. The American people, in read- 
ing it, will know just what it means and, knowing Herbert Hoover’s 


24 John Roach Straton, an Indiana clergyman speaking on the Anti-Saloon 
League circuit. 
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past marvelous record in American and world affairs they will 
make him the next President of the United States.” 

[Thursday Aug 16/28] . . . To-day the Republican State Convention 
will be held at Ogden. The fight will be for the nomination for 
Governor and U S Senator. I thought it wise not to take any hand 
in supporting any candidate but accept the decision of the Con- 
vention. I wired this conclusion to Carl Marcusen Chairman last 
Monday. Clark would make the best Senator. Later Ernest Bam- 
berger was nominated for Senator and W H Wattis for Governor. 
Mama very low to day. Has hardly been able to breath. 

[Friday Aug 17/28] Sent Ernest Bamberger following telegram: 
Congratulations. Work and party unity means victory. Best wishes. 
Also sen[t] telegram to W H Wattis nominee for Governor follow- 
ing telegram: “Congratulations. Hope to attend your inaugura- 
tion. Victory means Utahs prosperity.” Rained most of the night 
and to day . . . 

[Monday Aug 20/28] . . . Home papers give a good account of the 
Ogden Convention. Ticket nominated is a strong one with one 
exception of Bamberger for Senator. 

[Thursday Aug 23/28 ] Had to have a blanket on last night to keep 
warm. Was at the office during the morning. At 12:45 called on 
Postmaster New 2 ’ and we discussed the location for the new post 
office for Salt Lake City. I asked him to approve of the Walker 
corner and gave him the reasons for so doing. 

[Friday Aug 24/28] Held a conference with Chairman Work and 
discussed the political situation. It looks as if the campaign was 
resolving itself into a wet and dry fight. I handed him the following 
statement for the Press: To the voters of the United States: Gov 
Smith suggests that your America, my America, become a manu- 
facturer and peddler of boose. God forbid. Reed Smoot. Mama 
had a very bad day. 

[Sunday Aug 26/28] Was at the office from 9:30 until 11:30 and 
then went to Church. I read a chapter from “Talmage” Vitality of 


25 Postmaster General Harry S. New. 
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Mormonism and at my suggestion someone since read a chapter 
each Sunday with exception of Fast day Sunday . . . 

[Monday Aug 27/28] . . . Fifteen of the leading Nations signed the 
Kellogg Treaty 26 outlawing war. A great undertaking accom- 
plished. A great step to insure world peace— the Treaty was signed 
in Paris, France. 

[Tuesday Aug 28/28] Newspapers generally commented the Kel- 
logg Treaty signed yesterday at Paris and give great credit to Presi- 
dent and Kellogg for the accomplishment of yesterday. Very warm 
to day . . . 

[Thursday Aug 30/28 ] . . . Discussed political situation with two 
leading Protestant ministers. They are against Smith but recognize 
that 90% of the Catholic vote will be for Smith. They told me the 
Protestant Church would be active for Hoover. 

[Saturday Sept 8/28] . . . Mama had a sinking spell again. Orson F 
Whitney 27 went with me to the House and we gave Mama a blessing. 

[Sunday Sept 9/28] . . . The reorganization of the Washington 
Branch was made. The present Presidency of the Branch are all 
leaving Washington the new Presidency were sustained and set 
apart. I was mouth in setting apart Edgar B. Brossard ... as Presi- 
dent [with assistance from] O. F. Whitney, Walter G Moyle 1st 
Counselor [assisted by?] H H Rolapp Frank J. Murdock 2nd Coun- 
selor. O F Whitney gave a very good Sermon. Had Whitney and 
Rolapp to dinner. Whitney gave Allie a fine blessing. 

[Sunday Sept 16/28] Suffered all night with Hayfever. Had no sleep. 
Feeling as if life was not worth living for. Passed an awful wreck 
during the day. A lonesome day. 2 * 

[Monday Sept 1 7/28] Forty-four years ago Allie and I were married. 


26 In April 1928 France’s foreign minister, Aristide Briand, proposed to “outlaw 
war,” a proposal that was endorsed by U.S. Secretary of State Frank Kellogg. By this 
day, fourteen nations had signed the Kellogg-Briand Pact, followed by an additional 
forty-eight. 

27 In the 1890s Orson F. Whitney, a fellow apostle, had married Smoot’s sister 
Zina, now deceased. 

28 Smoot was en route home for a short visit. 
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. . . Arrived at Salt Lake City at 10:30. Was met at the train by about 
20 leading Republicans including] Ernest Bamberger. He insisted 
upon having photos of the crowd being taken and me with himself 
and me alone. All for political purposes. Suffered with headache 
all day. . . . [aggravated by a] string of callers. "' Had dinner with 
Bp Nibley. Most of the callers are against Ernest Bamberger. Bp 
Nibley tells me Pres Grant is greatly displeased with my letter to a 
Ms Gills endorsing Ernest Bamberger/ 0 

[Tuesday Sept 18/28] . . . Hayfever little better but had a headache. 
I feel completely upset. Callers from 8 oclock until close of day. A 
mixup pure enough in politics. Something will have to be done or 
we might loose the slate and it will be a wonder if we elect Bam- 
berger and Wattis. Had dinner at home of Roy Bullen/ 1 

[Saturday Sept 22/28] ... A dinner was given in my honor at the 
Alta Club. Forty five of the leading businessmen were present. I 
asked them to become active in the campaign and above all to elect 
a Republican Senator as I did not want W. H. King there for an- 
other six years and oppose legislation vital to the American inter- 
ests. Speech well received. Started for Provo at 10:30 P.M. with 
Brownie. Arrived there at midnight. Was exceedingly tired and 
went to bed. 

[Sunday Sept 23/28] . . . My bed is the best I ever had . . . Spent 
most of the day at the bank going over the notes. Some bad loans 
made. Later in afternoon visited the Cemetery and showed 
Brownie where I want Mama buried in case of death while I am a 
Senator. We drove around Asylum grounds, ' then the Academy 
grounds on the hill . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 25/28] . . . John Fitzpatrick and Orvil Adam at the 
office and Headquarters. Completed my statement and delivered 


29 The exact wording is: “Suffered with headache all day. When timed with 
string of callers.” 

30 Smoot was in a difficult position. He was not particularly fond of Bamberger 
but wanted to give the impression of Republican solidarity. 

31 A previous mayor of Logan, Utah. 

32 Smoot's father helped secure a location for the asylum, and Reed had served 
as a member of the Board of Directors. 
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it over the Radio at 7:15 P.M. Well received and congratulations 
. . . from Southern Utah to Butte, Montana. Richard R Lyman told 
me Pres Ivins was up in arms over the political situation and Ernest 
Bamberger in particular. He expected it to be brought up in the 
Quorum Thursday. 

[Thursday Sept 27/28] Attended meeting of the Presidency and 
Quorum of the Twelve held at the Temple at 10 A.M. Pres Nibley 
not present. I was mouth at the Altar. Following the reports Pres 
Ivins brought up the political situation and in unmeasured terms 
condemned Ernest Bamberger and his actions in securing the 
nomination for Senator and a general denomination of his honesty 
and character. I answered him as he thought it was improper for 
me to support such a man. I gave my reasons why as a leader of 
the Republican party I felt it my duty to do so. Bamberger is just 
as good a man morally as A1 Smith. Pres Grant did not say much 
but was in accord with Pres Ivins in my opinion . . 

[Friday Sept 28/28] I did not sleep much last night. I hardly know 
just what action to take but I am not going to be a coward. I shall 
do [my] duty as a leading Republican no matter what happens. I 
believe if Bamberger is all they say he is, he is not much worse than 
W H King . . . 

[Thursday Oct 4/28] Was at the meeting of the 1st Presidency and 
Twelve at the Temple from 10 A.M. until 3 P.M. Politics was not 
discussed . . . 

[Friday Oct 5/28] . . . Splendid attendance.^ Pres Grant, Pres 
Ivins and Pres Cha W Nibley were the speakers. All delivered 
splendid remarks. Politics was not mentioned. Afternoon meet- 
ing was well attended and quite a number of speakers, among 
them D O McKay . . . 

[Sunday Oct 7/28] . . . The tabernacle was packed during morning 
and afternoon services. I was the 1st speaker Sunday afternoon. 
Spoke for 20 minutes on the subject of work and what it means in 


33 President Grant, a Democrat, had mellowed somewhat, but Anthony W. Iv- 
ins remained a determined foe of Republicans. 

34 The occasion was the semi-annual conference of the church. 
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every line of endeavor. Today closed a great conference and 
proper satisfied. I did not attend the evening meeting. 

[Monday Oct 8/28] ... So busy I did not have time for lunch. At 
3:30 P.M. received a telegram from Chloe advising me Mama was 
very low. Had convulsions during the night and was unconscious. 
I immediately decided to leave for Washington D C. Secured my 
Pullman for 9:45 P.M. train. Packed at once. Arranged to have my 
speech read at the Rally or if the rally was called off to have it read 
over the Radio. Train was on time and I left for Washington. Tele- 
phoned to Ernest at Los Angeles and he leaves from there this 
morning. 

[Friday Oct 12/28] Mama had a very poor night but seems a little 
brighter to day. She wants me to stay with her as much as possi- 
ble . . . 

[Sunday Oct 14/28] Was at the office from 10 A.M. until 11:30. 
Then went to church. A good attendance. Was with Mama balance 
of day and night. She was suffering most of the day and we had a 
hard time to keep her heart going during most of the night. It looks 
as if the end is near. It seems impossible for her to stand much 
more. 

[Monday Oct 15/28] . . . Mama feeling a little better this afternoon. 
Remarkable the powers she has. 

[Friday Oct 19/28] . . . Smith still making wild and in many cases 
false statements. He is all things to all persons. The riff-raff of 
the Country are with him. Allie feeling better today. She is out 
of pain . . . 

[Monday Oct 22/28] . . . Played golf in the afternoon with Truman 
Young. He made the fourth hole in one. Distance 183 yards. First 
time I ever saw a hole made in one . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 24/28] Mama so weak she cannot speak or move 
herself in bed. Acts as if she had suffered another stroke. Had the 
usual number of callers. . . . 

[Saturday Oct 27/28] . . . Played golf during the afternoon. Tried 
to get Rueben Clark to go to Utah to speak at the rally to be held 
at the American Theatre next Friday but he stated he could not go 
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unless the Secy of State gave his consent and he was out of the city. 
In the evening 1 telephoned to Secy Kellogg and he stated he would 
see . . . 

[Monday Oct 29/28] Held a conference with chairman Work and 
Rueben Clark as Secy Kellogg had consented to Clark’s going to 
speak at the rally next Friday at Salt Lake City. Clark backed down 
making silly excuses and I did not insist upon his going.’’ I was 
greatly surprised and it will do him no good for the future . . . 

[Thursday Nov 1/28] National Campaign at fever heat. I listened by 
radio to A1 Smith’s speech last evening. I cannot believe the Ameri- 
can people will ever elect the man President of the U.S. Coarse 
and nothing but an Irish bluffer. A street bum as compared to 
Hoover the statesman . . . 

[Friday Nov 2/28] . . . Listened to Hoover’s speech delivered at St 
Louis. It was great. Mama very low. Dr Ballinger said she could not 
live more than 48 hours. 

[Saturday Nov 3/28] Mama can hardly breath. Her pulse is 106. Was 
at the office during the morning . . . Had dinner at Ernest’s. Up at 
Mama’s bed side part of the night. She is unconscious and can feel 
no pain. 

[Sunday Nov 4/28] . . . Watching Mama. She was a trifle stronger 
during the afternoon, that is her breathing was better and so in- 
termittent. Dr. states he cannot understand how she lives. No food 
nor water or fluids for days past. The end cannot be far off. 

[Tuesday Nov 6/28] This is election day. The general impression is 
that Hoover will be elected President a great majority. Smith still 
claiming he will win but it is not possible that such a calamity will 
come to America. Betting in New York yesterday was 5 to 1 in favor 
of Hoover. No change this morning in Mama’s condition. Had con- 
stitution of iron . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 7/28] At one A.M. it was sure that Hoover would 
be elected. Telephone Salt Lake for information [on the] result of 


35 Clark was still smarting over the defeat he had sustained so recently and was 
hesitant to support the party in 1928. 
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Utah election. Chairman Marcusen was blue over the situation. 
Stated King and Dern would be elected and Hoover would carry 
the state by [only] about 10,000. A great humiliation. I cannot un- 
derstand it as to Hoover. The balance of the country supported 
Hoover splendidly. He carrying 5 or 6 of the Southern States and 
will be elected by over 400 out of a possible 531. I am ashamed of 
Utah. At 11:30 I sent the following telegram to President Hoover 
[at] Palo Alto Cal.: 

Hearty congratulations. God bless your administration. Always at 

your command 

At 3:30 A.M. Mama was near death and did die at 7 A.M. this 
morning. Made all arrangements for care of body. Coffin and 
wired home and to all the children we would reach Salt Lake City 
Wednesday in Los Angeles Limited. To hold funeral services at 
Tabernacle at Provo. 

I also wired President Heber J Grant. Later talked with 
Brownie at home and gave him further instructions. Mama has 
been a long patience sufferer. Died loved by all. All the press 
associations carried the news of Mama’s death and about 5 oclock 
the telegrams began to come and continued to come until mid- 
night. Received a great many beautiful flowers. Pres Coolidge sent 
me a letter by special messenger. We placed Mama in the coffin at 
5:30 P.M. She looked peaceful and the coffin was beautiful as well 
as her temple clothes. Had many callers. I left home with Ernest, 
Harold, Chloe and H S Anderson at 6:15 P.M. The train over 
Pennsylvania left at 7:05. The coffin was covered with beautiful 
flowers sent by friends. 

[Friday Nov 9/28] The dining conductor on the Union Pacific per- 
sonally] supervised preparation of our dinner. Never had a better 
one at any Hotel or dining car. Every thing was done that could 
be by Railroad officials and employers. Warm during the day. 
Went to bed early. 

[Saturday Nov 10/28] We arrived at Salt Lake City at 10:30 A.M. A 
great crowd of friends at Depot to meet me. Presidents Grant, Ivins 
and Nibley were all there. I shook hands with most of those at the 
Depot. The coffin was taken by undertaker Berg of Provo and put 
into his hearse and driven direct to Provo. The three children and 
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myself went direct to the Utah Hotel. The rooms were reserved 
for us. Anne K, Brownie and Zella was with us, making all our chil- 
dren present. Had many callers. Made arrangements for funeral 
at 2 P.M. to morrow at Provo. Speakers will be Presidents Grant 
and Ivins and Geo H Brimhall. The Pallbearers as follows: B R 
Smoot, Parley Smoot, A O Smoot Jr., James A Eldredge, Ben R 
Eldredge, Albert Eldredge. Notified them all. Pres C M Nibley will 
dedicate the grave. We all left for Provo by auto at 4 P.M. Arrived 
at the old home and Anne had dinner for us. We found the home 
in fine shape. Brownie has had it cleaned and new furnishings and 
it was a pleasure to see it. Allie’s body was brought to the home 
and the trip from Washington to Provo was so successful she was 
in the same position as when she left Washington. The coffin was 
beautiful, her clothing with her peaceful appearance made a per- 
fect picture. Flowers began to arrive from friends. Was very tired 
and following a conference with all the family we went to bed at 
10:30 P.M. 

[Sunday Nov 1 1/28 ] A beautiful morning. I went for an early walk. 
The flowers began to come at 8:30 and continued even until after 
the funeral. They came by the truck loads. Hundreds of most beau- 
tiful floral wreaths. From nearly every state in the Union Fisher 
Bros of Detroit sent one of the most beautiful of any I ever saw. It 
was a great circular shape of Arents and Yellow roses. Max Wulf- 
sohn sent as large a one of red roses. No such floral offerings ever 
happen in Utah and I believe there has been but few if any in my 
country. The great tabernacle stand, part of the galleries and floor 
space in front of stand were covered with approximately 350 floral 
designs. At the grave enough of them were taken to cover the bur- 
ial lot and walk to the same. The services began at 2 P.M. The body 
was carried from the home to the Tabernacle, proceeded by 40 of 
Allies lady Republican friends. Each carrying a beautiful wreath of 
roses. I closed the coffin and arranged the veil and kissed her good 
bye at 1:40 P.M. We let some of her close friends see her but did 
not allow the public to do so. The tabernacle was packed and hun- 
dreds could not get in but remained outside until conclusion of 
services. The music was furnished by the Tabernacle Choir. Special 
numbers by Prof Lund who sang “I Know That My Redeemer 
Lives” and Miss Jefferson, “Oh My Father.” Music by the choir was 
excellent. Speakers were Geo H Brimhall, A W Ivins and Pres He- 
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ber J Grant. Bp Whitehead presided. Geo Albert Smoot offered 
the opening prayer and Thos N Taylor the closing one. The ar- 
rangements were perfect. The coffin was put in a metallic box and 
sealed. After the dedication of the grave by Pres Nibley I arranged 
to have the flowers delivered to the Mental Hospital and the three 
Hospitals in Salt Lake City. We had them put in cold storage over 
night and Thos Pierpont will see to the delivering of them tomor- 
row. After the funeral I met all the children at the old home and 
we discussed the plans to follow in the distribution of some of Al- 
lie’s personal effects. A few of her valuable things were divided by 
agreement but the great number of them will be done at a later 
date. I told the children that I wanted Brownie to have the Provo 
home when I died and all agreed it was the right thing to do. Re- 
ceived approximately 500 telegrams of sympathy from all parts of 
the country. Many many letters among the ones from Pres. 
Coolidge and wife and President elect Herbert Hoover and wife. 
We all went to bed at 1 1 P.M. 

I Tuesday Nov 13/28] Called on Pres Grant and Counsellors and 
discussed what I should do. They thought I might rest for next 
two weeks. Go to California and call on Pres, elect Hoover at his 
home before he leaves for his visit to South America and that 
Pres Grant or Nibley or both would meet me in Los Angeles and 
we would play golf for a week or so. I later decided I would 
return to Washington leaving on Los Angeles Limited at 5:45 
P.M. I did so taking Harold, Chloe and Ernest with me. Letters 
and telegrams still arriving. 

[Saturday Nov 17/28] Began the acknowledgement of letters of 
sympathy and appreciation for flowers sent. It will take me the next 
week to complete the work. The cards I had printed were modest 
plain and beautiful. Where letters and telegrams were sent in con- 
nection with flowers I wrote on the card: “The flowers you sent 
were beautiful.” Had many letters to answer. 

[Sunday Nov 18/28] I did not feel like going to church. Spent a few 
hours at the office. Had all the children to dinner. Went for a short 
ride in the afternoon and spent the evening at Ernest’s home. 


[Wednesday Nov 21/28] Had a number of callers. Played golf for an 
hour following lunch hour. Work until six oclock signing cards of 
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acknowledgement of flowers sent to Aide’s funeral. Still received 
letters of condolence from all parts of America and they are be- 
ginning to arrive from Europe . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 28/28] Henry M Robinson"’ of Los Angeles called 
to see me at request of President Elect Hoover with a view of dis- 
cussing cabinet appointments. We agreed that [Andrew W.] Mel- 
lon should be appointed Secy of Treasury if he would accept it. I 
later called on Mellon and he advised me he would accept the ap- 
pointment if made by Hoover. We discussed [James R.] Garfield 
for Secy of the Interior, he once before held the place under 
Roosevelt. I was agreeable. We did not decide upon a person to 
recommend for Secy of State. We will meet again after Thanksgiv- 
ing day and consider the question further. I told Robinson I was 
opposed to the appointment of Moss as Secy of Interior and I 
thought it unwise to house him in Hoover’s cabinet . . . 

[Friday Nov 30/28] Attended a meeting of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Smithsonian Institution. The Institutions’s financial 
counsel of New York were present. The Institution sold 25,000 
shares of Park Davis stock for approximately $1,200,000 and we 
decided how to invest same. A general discussion followed as to 
the future investments for the Institution but a difference of opin- 
ion developed as to the best class of Securities. The Counsel 
wanted to adopt as a policy the carrying of stocks rather than 
bonds. No final discussion was reached. Ernest bought 500 shares 
Nevada Copper Co. Stock for me. . . . 

[Monday Dec 3/28] Beautiful day. Had very little sleep last night as 
I have had for many months past. The Senate met at 12 oclock. 
Three new Senators sworn in. Regular resolutions passed and then 
adjournment. Stock market had real reaction. Declines were ruin- 
ous in some stocks. . . . Issued a statement of Engineers report on 
Boulder Dam. 


36 Henry Mauris Robinson, prominent lawyer and banker in southern Califor- 
nia. He was a close friend of President Hoover’s and had served with him on a num- 
ber of governmental committees. In 1929 he became a member of President Hoover’s 
Economic Stabilization Conference and a member of the National Business Survey 
Conference of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
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[Tuesday Dec 4/28] Chloe is 40 years old today. She is a wonderful 
woman and mother. 

[ Saturday Dec 8/28 ] Attended a meeting of the Committee on Rules 
Question of stone for inside decoration [of] a new [renovati]on 
proposed [for the] Senate Chamber. Some wanted marble and oth- 
ers including the Architect insisted upon Alabama lime stone. A 
committee of three was appointed to make examination and re- 
port on same. Committee were appointed as follows: Smoot, Reed 
of Pa, and McKeller of Tenn . . . Stock market made some further 
declines. The slump for the last few days has been violent and hun- 
dreds of millions lost . . . 

[Sunday Dec 9/28] Was at the office from 10 until 1 P.M. Answered 
some pressing business letters and looked over the Interior Appro- 
priation Bill as reported to the House. Did not attend church this 
morning. Spent the afternoon and evening at home. Read most of 
the time. Had a few callers during the afternoon. 

[Tuesday Dec 11/28] Stock market beginning last week with a vio- 
lent re-action and decline in prices of stocks, still continues. Bil- 
lions of dollars of losses in the few days. Senate had the Boulder 
Dam bill under consideration . . . 

[Thursday Dec 13/28] Spent the morning with special Committee 
appointed to determine the kind of stone to use in the reconstruc- 
tion of the Senate Chamber of the Capital. We decided on the 
Alabama lime stone in preference to marble. Sign[ed] contract for 
purchase of new home at 4500 Garfield St. Boulder Dam still be- 
fore Senate. . . . 

[Friday Dec 14/28] Attended hearings on Oil Leases by Public 
Sands Committee. Boulder Dam passed the Senate. I was not pre- 
sent to vote. I left for home at 5 P.M. Did not think a vote would 
be taken. Was feeling poorly. Must have the flu. Miller Bros signed 
the contract for purchase by me of the new [house?] the Price 
$57,500 . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 25/28] Everybody happy. The presents given and re- 
ceived were beautiful. Our Christmas tree was fine. The Wulfsohn 
girls never had a more pleasant day in their lives so they say. We 
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had about 20 at Christmas dinner. Ernest and Andy Anderson gave 
me a beautiful Lasale Auto. The latest improved. 

[Wednesday Dec 26/28] Was busy at the office during the morning. 
The afternoon was spent at the new home deciding on papering 
and improvements to be made in the cellar and grounds. Trying 
to fit house in shape to move into by my next Birthday Jany 10/29. 

[Thursday Dec 27/28] Beautiful day. Was at the office until 1 P.M. 
Received copy of the Saturday Evening Post containing first part 
of my article on the Federal Reserve Bank. The latter half will ap- 
pear in the next issue. Played golf with H S Anderson in the after- 
noon. Went to the theatre in the evening. 
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1929 

[ All Hell Breaks Loose] 


[Wednesday Jany 2/29] Scarcely a day passed but some one asks me 
to assist in getting a governmental position or begs me to prevent 
dismissal. . . . Stock market stronger today although call money 
remains at 12%. 

[Saturday Jany 5/29] Spent a half hour with the President talking 
over general legislation and appointments. The President will send 
in the nomination of A V Call for U.S. Marshall for district of Utah 
today. The President asked me to spend a week or 10 days with he 
and Mrs. Coolidge at the White house. He thought it would be a 
change for me and they will be pleased to spend the time with me. 
I told him I would think it over but right now I was preparing to 
move into a new home . . . 

[Sunday Jany 6/29] . . . Am anything but well. In the evening at 9 
o’clock I called to see Pres Elect Hoover at his home ... I was with 
him for two hours. ... we discussed men available and best quali- 
fied for each cabinet position. Had a very pleasant interview and 
will continue meeting again in the near future. 

[Thursday Jany 10/29] I am 67 years old today. Had a fairly good 
night. The White House Auto took me to my office at 8.30. Ander- 
son had some Auto trouble and was late in evening. Ernest gave 
me a luncheon or it was more of a dinner in the Finance Room at 
1 o’clock The table was a beauty. Flowers and arrangements splen- 
did. Among those present were Vice President Dawes, Secy Mel- 
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Ion, Atty General Sargent, Senators Curtis, Robinson, and Reed 
of Pa. Henry M. Robinson, Los Angeles, Clarence Bitting of De- 
troit, A F Cardon, H. S. Anderson, Max Wulfsohn of N.Y. Sen Pat 
Harrison, Atty McKinsier [?] of Wash. Jos Hime, and a dozen oth- 
ers. Splendid feeling all enjoyed it. Chloe has succeeded in having 
everything moved for the 252 1 Conn Avenue home to the new one 
at 4500 Garfield St. N.W. When I went home at 5 p.m. found every- 
thing in place. The home is beautiful. Dinner was ready at 7 p.m. 
The dining room beautiful. We had to dinner Clarence Bitting of 
Detroit, Max Wulfsohn and two daughters of New York. Ernest 
and Martha, Harold and Alice, Chloe and Ariel Jack and Debbie 
Cardon Gov and Mrs Spry. When we were midway in the meal, 
Martha was taken with pains and Ernest run her to the hospital 
and was back before dinner was over. A few minutes later the 
phone rang and the person from the hospital informed us that 
Martha had given birth to a girl. We had a full day[.] left for the 
White House and arrival there went to bed. The Pres, and Mr. 
Coolidge gave a reception. A great crowd present. 

[Friday Jany 1 1/29] I intended to leave the White House this morn- 
ing but the President insisted that I remain to the end of the week. 
Decided to do so. The Presidents Doctor gave me a treatment for 
trouble I am having with my nose and throat . . . After dinner the 
President and I visited until bed time. We discussed debt settle- 
ments. Reparations and coming conference to consider some 
[matters] also pending legislature . . . 

[Saturday Jany 12/29] ... I called on Secy. Mellon and told him I 
wanted early action of Salt Lake City Post Office site. He promised 
me he would do so. Sen King had called on him and tried to raise 
all the hell he could and demanded that the Walker site should not 
be selected. I told him I would send him telegram of endorsements 
today. Isaac Stewart delivered them at 3.30 p.m. . . . After dinner 
spent a pleasant evening with the President and Mr. Coolidge. 
Told them I would move back home tomorrow morning and 
thanked them for all of their kindnesses granted me. 

[Sunday Jany 13/29] A beautiful clear morning. The cold or flu I 
have been troubled with is much better. Attended church at 1 1.45 
I was pleased with the remarks made by two young men. They were 
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well delivered, logical and good doctrine. I went from the White 
House at 9.15 a.m. direct to my office. Had callers in the evening. 

[Tuesday Jany 15/29] Telegrams begin to pour in recommending 
an application for appointment to fill Morris’ 1 position as U.S. Dis- 
trict Atty for Dist of Utah. Most of them received today recom- 
mended Edward Morrissey for the place. I am not impressed with 
the idea things are boiling at home and 1 want to settle the question 
as soon as possible. Received a telegram from Chas M. Morris stat- 
ing he was mailing to me his resignation today. The [Kellogg] peace 
treaty was passed by the Senate today by a vote of 85 to 1. Sen 
Blaine 2 of Wis was the one that cast the negative vote. 

[Thursday Jany 1 7/29] The President and Secy Kellogg signed the 
Peace Treaty in the east room of the White House at 10 o’clock. I 
was present. A memorable occasion. All members of the cabinet 
and about 30 Senators witnessed the Signing . . . 

[Wednesday Jany 23/29] Left Washington on the special train fur- 
nished by the New York Ship Building Co. for Camden, Newjersey 
to be present at the launching of the Cruiser Salt Lake City Chloe 
accompanied me. There [were] about 100 on the train most of 
them from Utah. Train made up of Parlor Cars. Arrived in Camden 
1 1 .30. Clear day. Miss Bulge was the lady of Honor to Christen the 
Cruiser and Miss Rich was maid of honor. Neither one were beau- 
tiful girls and we heard considerable comment about it. Some criti- 
cism for Utah is renowned for pretty girls. The launching was a 
perfect success. She is one of the 10,000 ton new cruisers with a 
speed of 32 to 35 miles with 250 thousand horsepower. About 1500 
persons present to witness the launching. The Company prepared 
lunch for the whole crowd . . . 

[Tuesday Jany 29/29] . . . Wired Mrs Preston Peterson daughter of 
C E Loose my sorrow at the death of her father. 

[Wednesday Jany 30/29] ... I took Mr Budd of New York a friend 
of Ernests, H S Anderson and Ernest to call on the President. Had 
a pleasant chat with him. The President thought I was not looking 


1 Charles M. Morris, a former secretary to Smoot. 

2 Republican senator John James Blaine (1875-1934). 
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so well as I did after living at the White house for a week and asked 
me to come back and remain as long as I wanted to . . . 

[Thursday Jany 31/29] . . . The Secy to the President telephoned to 
me telling me the action of Sen Borah in Executive Session asking 
that the President return to the Senate the nomination of Rueben 
Clark as Under Secy of State as some woman had made serious 
charges against Clark I was told by Sanders the Secy that it was too 
late as Clark had taken the oath of office and was sworn in I talked 
with Borah and he said he knew nothing about it but requested by 
Sen Norris to do it. I asked him [what] the charges were and he 
handed me a letter from the woman addressed to Senator Norris. 
I phoned Clark and told him to prepare an answer to same that I 
could use in executive session when the question came up. He 
stated he would do so. 3 4 

[Tuesday Feby 5/29] After breakfast I called to see Ernest and others 
at the Flamingo Hotel 1 Played 9 holes of golf with Wm Fisher and 
used my new golf clubs Played a fair game and even with Fisher. 
Beautiful day. After lunch went [on] a boat ride with Mrs Hoover 
Mr & Mrs Raymond Robbins and Ernest. The Robbin’s were house 
guests of Hoover for today and night. Had a beautiful day fishing 
and he caught a sailfish . . . 

[Wednesday Feby 6/29] After breakfast Wm Fisher, Clarence Bitting, 
Ernest Andy Anderson and my self went for deep sea fishing. We 
had a wonderful boat. New one and very fast. We were soon in the 
gulf stream but oh how rough— Anderson was sea sick and I was 
nearly so. Had no luck fishing for sailfish so changed for King fish. 
I caught 6. Ernest 6. and Wm Fisher 1. A great sport. We reached 
home at 5 oclock. Left two of the King fish for help at the Home. 
Hoover read to me his inaugural speech and we made a few minor 
changes but it was an excellent paper. We discussed men for his 

3 This incident was not mentioned in Frank W. Fox’s biography,/. Reuben 
Clark: The Public Years (Provo, UT: Brigham Young University Press and Deseret Book 
Co., 1980). Fox may have felt it unimportant or perhaps no documents were found to 
shed additional light on the incident. 

4 Smoot had gone to Florida for a rest and to advise and consult with President- 
elect Hoover. 
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cabinet and no definite conclusions arrived at with exception of 
Mellon for Treasurer and [Henry L.] Stimson for Secy of State. 

[Friday Feby 8/29] . . . Train for Washington left at 10 AM. Ernest 
returned with me, H S Anderson remained for a few days. Mr Bit- 
ting wanted to know if I would leave the Senate and accept the 
position of Chairman of the Executive Committee of Fishers Co 
with a salary of one hundred and twenty five thousand dollars per 
year. I said when I left the Senate I thought I would return to Utah 
for the balance of my days. He wanted me to not decide right off 
for it would answer any time within a year . . . 

[Saturday Feby 9/29] . . . All wanted to know when extra session 
would be called for. Who would be selected for the Cabinet, and 
Hoovers attitude on other questions. 1 had nothing to say what Mr 
Hoovers ideas were. What I did know was confidential. Papers all 
announcing I was to be Hoovers spokesman in the Senate. I sub- 
mitted to an interview with about 20 Reporters. Papers full of my 
visit since I left Washington . . . 

[Tuesday Feby 12/29] I spoke on Lincoln in the Senate today this 
being his 120th birthday. Ma[n]y Senators offered congratulations. 
It was listened to attentively. 

[Wednesday Feby 13/29] ... At one oclock Senate went to the House 
of Representatives and witnessed the counting of the results of the 
last election. Jack Cardon’ was selected as one of the boys to carry 
the ballot box from the Vice President office to the House of Rep- 
resentatives where announcements were made. Quite an honor 
for the boy. 

[Sunday Feb 17/29] Was at the office from 9.30 until 11.30. and 
then went to church George Casto was the speaker and made a 
very interesting address. I went with Ernest after dinner to see his 
horses and dogs. Rode a short time horse back and saw his dogs 
work through the woods . . . 

[Tuesday Feby 19/29] ... At 1 oclock Zella phoned me that she 
could not bear the conditions she is under and wanted my consent 


5 Smoot’s grandson. 
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to sue Carlyle for a divorce. I told her to write me full details and 
I would answer. Did not sleep last night and have a headache . . . 

[Thursday Feby 21/29] . . . Held a meeting of the Public Building 
Commission and heard from representatives of each department 
as to public Documents to be placed in the Archives Building, 
with a view of getting their views so as to secure legislation 
necessary . . . 

[Sunday Feby 24/29] Was at the office from 10 AM until 1 1.30. An- 
swered some letters and telegrams. Attended church at 1 1.45 The 
District Conference was held and J H Moyle Pres of the Eastern 
States Mission, his Secretary and R R Lyman were present. Richard 
Lyman did the most of the talking but did not refer to any princi- 
ples of Mormonism. Lauded Jas H Moyle and W H Ring I asked 
them to dinner but they had promised to go to dinner with Walter 
Moyle. Was not feeling well and went to bed early. 

[Monday Mar 4/29] . . . The inaugural ceremonies of President 
Hoover followed the Senate proceedings. See Press reports. It be- 
gan to rain before the Senate recessed. A great parade notwith- 
standing the rain. President Hoover’s speech was well received. 
Yesterday afternoon I called on President and Mrs Coolidge and 
told them good-bye and God speed. 

[Wednesday Mar 6/29] Clarence Bitting called and after lunch went 
to the White House and held a conference with Pres Hoover. . . . 
Introduced Mr Bitting and talked over program for road building 
in South America and he asked us to go and present plans to Secy 
of Commerce. President was pleased with prospect of success. Yes- 
terday Harolds [daughter] Allie run away with a young Mr Cham- 
berlain and was married at Fredric. Allie is just past 17 yrs. I could 
not believe she would have done such a thing. The boy has nothing 
to live on and I think little honor or he would never have done 
such a thing. Harold called me and I went to their apartment. He 
was crushed and felt it much more than Alice. I told them we had 
to make the best of it. 

[Sunday Mar 10/29] . . . Brownie was at Depot to meet me. He 
drove me direct to Provo. Found his family all well. I gave Anita 
and her daughter Anita the jewelry of Mama’s that she requested 
me to do. They were delighted with the same. Attended the Quar- 
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terly Conference for the Utah State at 2 pm. I spoke for a few min- 
utes but was not well and I could not think of anything but Mama’s 
Funeral services held in the building 4 Mos previous. Had callers 
in afternoon and early evening. Took hot bath and went to bed at 
9 pm. Brownie’s family all well. 

[Thursday Mar 14/29] . . . Arrived at Hotel Utah at 9. Had callers 
until 10 oclock and then went to the weekly meeting of the Quo- 
rum and 1st Presidency. Pres Grant returned from California in 
time for meeting. I prayed in the opening andjos F Smith in circle. 
I made report of conditions in Washington and prospects for in- 
creased duty on Sugar, calling attention to the fact that Beet Sugar 
Manufacturers themselves could not agree. Lunch at the temple 
and balance of day spent with callers. Legislature still in session. 

[Saturday Mar 16/29] Made a few calls and held conference with 
President Grant and Pres Ivins. Talked over coming session of 
congress. Pres Nibley telephoned me from California and 
wanted me to come and play golf with him for a few days but 
that is impossible . . . 

[Tuesday Mar 26/29] The stock market yesterday collapsed and 
stocks dropped[, loosing as much as] 4 to 40.00 per share [in 
value], Ernest hit hard with Hiram Walker and Sinclair Oil An- 
derson in for heavy loss. My stocks are all paid for but decline 
from 5 to 20.00 . . . 6 

[Wednesday Mar 27/29] At the office early 7 and answered all mail 
and telephoned to Ernest at New York asking him how he was 
getting along with his purchases in the great slump which began 
yesterday. He stated he had made arrangements to carry him 
over. A panic nearly ensued. Hundreds of millions lost in the 
decline . . . 

[Friday Apr 5/29] Tariff, Tariff, Tariff, all wanting an increase but 
the most of them must be disappointed. Wrote Pres Grant about 
Church buying my home at 2521 Conn Ave for a Church and mak- 


6 Smoot was fortunate that his stock transactions were not purchased on mar- 
gin as those who had done so were compelled to pay the balance on seriously depreci- 
ated stock. This forced thousands of Americans into bankruptcy overnight. 

7 Smoot had arrived back in Washington, D.C., on Tuesday, March 19. 
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ing him an offer of same." April conference begins today at home. 
Carlyle Nibley telephoned me early yesterday morning asking me 
to telephone Zella and have her come to Washington at once. I 
telephoned but Zella did not want to do so and I told her she was 
to be the just [judge] and follow the advice of her attorney. 

[Saturday Apr 7/29] Ernest is greatly worried over Martha and 
hardly knows what to do with the children. They should not be 
around Martha for in doing so run a great risk of contracting that 
dread disease Tuberculosis. I told Chloe we would take the three 
children and nurse to care for if Ernest desired . . . 9 

[Thursday Apr 11/29] Had to send Anne K more money. Brownie 
reported to me her financial condition or rather Grovers condi- 
tion. Was at the office with usual number of callers and letters. Not 
feeling well. Little sleep and stomach trouble. 

[Friday Apr 19/29] Gov Spry very low. 10 I with G A Iversen admin- 
istered to him. Little hope for his recovery Busy with office and 
Committee work. Not feeling very well myself. 

[Sunday Apr 21/29] Was at the office for a couple of hours. At- 
tended church. Gov Spry died at 5 AM this morning, called to see 
Family at 9 AM. Helped them in making arrangements for care of 
body. Gave a statement to the press as to his usefulness as a public 
man. Another of our old stand-by’s gone . . ." 

[Monday Apr 22/29] . . . Wire[d] President Grant to have funeral 
services for Gov Spry held in Tabernacle Mrs Spry wired John 
Hardy 12 to arrange for the Services so I called Pres Grants attention 
to same . . . 1S 

[Thursday Apr 25/29] . . . Attending the meeting on the Public 


8 This was never acted upon. The home became a financial concern after 
Smoot’s defeat, since he needed to sell it but faced a depressed housing market. 

9 Martha never recovered and soon passed away. 

10 On 18 Dec. 1928, Spry suffered from a stroke and collapsed on Smoot’s 
doorstep. 

1 1 Spry suffered a second stroke five days before completing his business in the 
Land Commissioner’s Office. 

12 Spry’s longtime personal secretary. 

13 This was the first tabernacle funeral for a non-hierarchical church member. 
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Buildings Program at the Chamber of Commerce building given 
by Secy Mellon. A model of the proposed Public buildings was 
exhibited. The speakers were Treasurer Mellon, Pres Hoover, 
myself and Congressman R N Elliott. 14 Then followed a moving 
picture showing the growth of Washington from the begin to 
date and also how Washington will look with the building pro- 
gram is completed. My remarks were received with great ap- 
plause and general approval. 

[Friday Apr 26/29] Received congratulations on my last evenings 
address from many over the phone and letters began to come in 
expressing approval of my position. Yesterday the American Insti- 
tute of Architects voted Honorary membership to Secy Mellon, 
myself and U[lysses] S Grant 3rd. The action on my case was based 
upon the following: Friend of the Arts, whose broad vision, extend- 
ing beyond immediate necessities, has made possible the rebirth 
of that conception of Washington through which its ever-changing 
daily development must take its place in the larger picture of the 
Nation’s Capitol. To Senator Smoot and the Public Buildings Com- 
mission the Capitol is indebted for the first official action coordi- 
nating the plans for the departmental buildings in one great unit 
of the City plan . . . 

[Saturday May 4/29] . . . Received a telegram from Zella stating she 
would get her divorce next week and would leave for Washington 
at once. Ernest left New York for Saranac 13 with Martha this morn- 
ing and will reach there some time this evening. I wish he had never 
taken Martha there. 

[Monday May 6/29] . . . Set speeches and I played golf from 2.30 
until 5 pm. Ernest telephoned Martha was very weak. Zella’s di- 
vorce case up today. 

[Wednesday May 8/29] Last night I studied the changes made by 
the House in the Tariff Act as shown by the Bill reported to the 
House today from Ways & Means Committee. Sugar 2.40 against 
Cuba. Some rates exceedingly high. Beautiful day. Received word 


14 Republican representative Richard Nash Elliott (1873-1948) of Indiana. 

15 A sanitarium for tuberculosis patients. 
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from Zella she had secured a divorce and would leave for Wash- 
ington tomorrow. 

[Sunday May 19/29] At the office from 9 until 11.30. Not feeling 
very well. Still unable to sleep. Was at church from 1 145 until one 
pm. Went for a ride during the afternoon and spent the evening 
with family. At 5 pm was with the President, Secy of State, Secy 
Treasury, Ogden Mills"’ asst. Sec Treasury, Senator Borah, Watson 
Simmons, Speaker Longworth, 17 Majority leader House Tilson, 
Garner, Hawley 18 for consideration of revision of Dawes Schedules 
and claims against Germany, The proposals sent by Cable were 
presented by Ogden Mills Asst Secy of Treasury showing an ap- 
proximate reduction in present plan of payments of 20 millions of 
dollars resulting from extensions of time of payments . . . 

[Wednesday May 22/29] Busy morning. The stock market had a vio- 
lent decline to day. Unsettled money conditions and a fear that the 
Federal Reserve Board will advance the discount rate. The uncer- 
tainty worse than the reality . . . 

[Monday May 27/29] . . . Stock Market made another severe slump 
even as great as the one last Saturday. It is going to hurt Anderson 
and Ernest. Many no doubt will be ruined financially. I have ex- 
pected it to come for some time. 

[Wednesday May 29/29] . . . Talked about director of the Budget, 
asked him to use H S Anderson in work connected with the coming 
Census. He told me he was not contemplating a trip West so could 
not accept invitation of Union Pacific Ry to visit Bryce and Zions 
Parks. He did not object in naming the Boulder Canyon Dam to 
Hoover Dam. 

[Friday June 7/29] The demands of Beet Sugar representative in- 
cluding S L Love 11 ' are worrying me. They cannot be complied with 
and I told Love and Petrican so. The plan of sliding scale presented 


16 Ogden Livingston Mills later replaced Mellon as Secretary of the Treasury. 

17 Republican representative Nicholas Longworth (1869-1931) of Ohio. 

18 Republican representative Willis Chatman Hawley (1864-1941) of Oregon. It 
was with Hawley that Smoot would succeed the next year in passing the infamous 
Smoot-Hawley Tariff, said to have precipitated, in part, the Great Depression. 

19 Stephen Love, vice president, Utah-Idaho Sugar Company. 
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to me to day I cannot agree to. They will try to prepare another. ’" 
In the evening I read the divorce decree to Zella’s. It is an outrage 
and every advantage was taken of her by Carlyle and her attorneys 
should be condemned. Received a letter from Alex Nibley 21 stating 
the Auto Agency had been taken away from Carlyle and if I had 
any claims against him 1 should take steps to secure same. 

[Monday June 24/29] . . . Representatives of Domestic Sugar called 
and flatly stated they were opposed to a sliding scale and I told 
them I would not be responsible for results in the Senate and they 
could get some one else to lead the fight. They rode with me to 
the White house and finally agreed I should use [m]y best judg- 
ment. 1 was with the President for 30 minutes Told him of Sugar 
Situation and of Tarafa’s visit. The President agreed to stand by 
me on the sliding scale. It would protect the Industry and give 
Cuba a chance against the Philippines. I explained in detail the 
provisions of the sliding scale. 

[Thursday July 11/29] . . . The Automobile representatives were 
heard by Subcommittee this morning. Willing present duty of 25% 
be reduced to 10%. The eastern press is against the House. I sold 
130 shares of my Electric Investors at 240.00 I paid 70.00 for it. 
Still hold 400 shares. 

[Wednesday Jidy 24/29] Committee meetings morning and after- 
noon. I had a very pleasant visit with Ex President Coolidge. He 
paid me a great compliment on my Services and results of same in 
behalf of our Government . . . 

[Thursday July 25/29] ... As I was leaving the office Capt Staling 
of the Secret Service stopped in and stated that he took Ex Presi- 
dent Coolidge for an Auto ride yesterday and in the conversation 
Coolidge made this remark, Senator Smoot is a darling. America 
owes him a debt of gratitude for his wonderful services as United 
States Senator . . . 

[Friday Aug 2/29] . . . President Hoover asked me to spend the 


20 The sugar industry lost money throughout the 1920s and especially since 
1925, but their demands on Congress were unreasonable in Smoot’s view. 

21 Carlyle’s brother. 
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weekend with him at his summer home. I accepted but could not 
leave with him this evening but will leave Washington tomorrow 
at 3.30 and take with me Chloe and Zella. The White house car 
will call for us. 

[Saturday Aug 3/29 ] ... At 3 oclock the White House car called for 
me to take Zella, Chloe and myself to spend the weekend with 
President and Mrs Hoover at their summer home one hundred 
miles from here in the mountains of Virginia. We arrived at the 
Place at 6.45 AM. Summer cottages were reserved for us. They 
were very comfortable. Good water closet and Bath provided. Held 
a conference with the President explained the present situation on 
Tariff Bill being considered by the Republican members of the 
Committee and Senator Cousins a republican on Election day. The 
President expressed the hope that the rates should not be materi- 
ally increased and some reduced. He was interested in securing 
favorable action on my sliding scale on Sugar . . . 

[Sunday Aug 4/29] Breakfast at 8.30. Right after breakfast Mrs 
Hoover her daughter in law, Aids and guides and myself left camp 
for a horse back ride. We rode for 3-1/2 hours, through forests, 
over ridges, up and down hills and through little valleys. Oh but I 
was glad to get back to camp. I was sore and tired out. The country 
and mountains looked lovely. After dinner had a short nap. Zella, 
Chloe, Mr Richey and Mrs Hoover went for a walk I decided to 
return home and not wait until morning as I would be late for 
meeting of the Finance Committee meeting at 10 oclock tomorrow 
if I did. Herbert Hoover Jr and I left Camp at 6.30 and I reached 
home at 10.30. Tired and sore. Went to bed as soon as possible. 
All in all it was a fine outing. 

[Tuesday Aug 6/29] This is Allies birthday. She would have been 66 
years old today if she had lived . . . 

[Monday Aug 26/29] Wile eating breakfast listened to the account 
of the arrival and landing of the Graf Zeppelin" 2 at Los Angeles, 
Cal. It was most interesting. She past through the severe storms 
winds and fogs of the Pacific Ocean without a mishap. She leaves 


22 The German dirigible that astounded the world the previous fall with its com- 
mercial flight from Germany to New Jersey, 6,630 miles in four and one-half days. 
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for New Jersey tonight on her last lap of her trip around the world. 
When will wonders ever cease? Between 5 and 5.45 pm listened 
to the Salt Lake Tabernacle choir over Radio."’ It was splendid. 

[Friday Aug 30/29] Was at the office early and during the morning 
had numerous callers I addressed a letter to Hon Harry A. Mackey 
Mayor of Philadelphia asking him to reconsider his decision to 
deny and recall the permission granted to the Mormon Missionar- 
ies to preach on the streets of the City. Sent a copy tojas H. Moyle 
Pres Eastern States Mission. 

[Saturday Aug 31/29] Received a telegram from Harry A Mackey 
Mayor of Philadelphia in answer to my letter of yesterday as fol- 
lows. Letter received no such order ever made by me. If any sub- 
ordinate has made such an order I will see that it is rescinded. I 
have frequently visited Salt Lake City. I admire your people and I 
certainly would be the last to countenance any such order, the false 
report of which has reached you. I will always protect freedom of 
speech and the right to worship God according to the dictates of 
a mans conscience. A splendid position and I greatly appreciate it. 

[Monday Sept 2/29] Labor day. City crowded with visitors. The Fire 
Dept had a great parade. President Grant and I played 18 holes of 
golf at Soldier Home. I played first class golf. Made the 18 holes 
in 70. The best I ever did or ever expect to do again . . . 

[Wednesday Sept. 4/29] Attended a meeting with Mr Legge" 4 of the 
Farm Relief Board and President Grant and attorney for the 
Board. Pres Grant for the Utah Idaho Sugar Co requested a loan 
of 5,000,000.00 for the purpose of paying the Farmers for their 
beets this season."’ Would give Sugar as Security. Mr Legge will 
make the loan if there is any way under the law to do so. The At- 
torney for the Board is going to work out some plan if possible . . . 

[Tuesday Sept 17/29] Forty five years ago today Allie and I were 


23 The Mormon Tabernacle Choir inaugurated its weekly national broadcast at 
this time. 

24 Alexander Legge, chair of the Federal Farm Board, was a past president of In- 
ternational Harvester Company. 

25 A few weeks before, Grant went east to Chicago and New York, attempting 
to obtain loans to save a sagging and desperate industry. 
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married at Logan Utah. The result of that marriage brought me 
more happiness than I anticipated it would ever do. Allie was a 
wonderful wife. She was the greatest blessing I ever received . . . 

[Monday Sept 30/29] . . . Had Ernest arrange details which permit- 
ted me to pay the 33,000.00 Trust Deeds on my 4500 Garfield St 
home Had to borrow 12,500.00 from Riggs Nat Bank to pay same 
in full . . . 

[Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday, 22, 23, 24, 23/29] Four 
hectic days in the Senate considering the Tariff Bill from 10 AM 
until 6 pm. I was on the floor all the time with exception of few 
minutes taken for lunch. Have not been sleeping much. Wednes- 
day Presidents Ivins and Nibley arrived. Harold and I have had 
them to dinner each day. I have had Billings one of my Secretaries 
with my Auto at their disposal. Have tried to see they were enter- 
tained and see the principle places of interest. 

[Sunday Oct 27/29] A beautiful morning. I M Stewart my Secretary 
and I called and took Presidents Ivins & Nibley to Sunday School 
services. I spent balance of time until 1 1.30 at the office answering 
letters. Attended church at 11.45. There were 237 present. The 
speakers were Presidents Ivins and Nibley. I was at Harolds for 
dinner. After dinner we went for a walk. I think Presidents Ivins 
and Nibley will report to Pres Grant in favor of building a Church 
on the Property at 16th and Columbia Ave. We have discussed the 
matter several times. 

[Monday Oct 28/29] . . . The collapse of the Stock market has ruined 
thousands upon thousands of small stock purchasers and the end 
is not yet in sight. Many stocks dropped 50.00 per share and the 
decline will continue until those holding stocks on margin are 
wiped out. 

[Tuesday Oct 29/29] Senator Burton’" died last evening. Senate met 
at 10 oclock and immediately adjourned. The funeral services will 
be held in Senate chamber tomorrow at 2.30 pm. Was appointed 
as one to accompany the Body to his home but I cannot go. The 
stock market witnessed another unheard of decline in prices with 
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26 Smoot’s good friend and colleague Theodore Elijah Burton of Ohio. 
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a sale of nearly 17,000,000 shares I hold 400 shares of Electric In- 
vestors, declined from 300.00 per share to 78.00 share. Bank of US 
declined over 100.00 per share. Am Steel Foundries 20.00 per 
share. Nearly everything else in proportion." 

[Saturday Nov 16/29] Had Max Wulfsohn to breakfast. He give a 
dark picture of business conditions in New York since the stock 
crash. The crash the greatest in history has ruined thousands fi- 
nancially. Ernest severely hit. He has a great many of my securities 
up as collateral. Stocks held by me have declined from 10.00 to 
200.00 per share. 

[Sunday Nov 24/29] . . . Senator [Frances] Warren of Wyo died this 
morning. I will have to decide whether I will take the chairmanship 
of the Appropriations Com or retain chairmanship of the Finance 
Committee. I was thinking of it early this morning while in bed 
before I heard of Senator Warren’s death. Attended Church serv- 
ices at 1 1.45. 

[Monday Nov 25/29] Held a conference with the Vice President and 
we discussed the question of what was best to do, remain as chair- 
man Finance or take Appropriations. Decided to get in touch with 
Sen Watson"* and have him come here and arrange for a confer- 
ence with some of the leading Republican Senators and see if an 
understanding can be arrived at with a view of doing the best thing 
for the Government. I myself am undecided what to do but I think 

I should retain Chairmanship Finance. In the afternoon played 
golf at Chevy Chase with Alvord and Ex Secy Jardine. Was tired 
before I got through with game. 

[Tuesday Nov 26/29] Ernest and I M Stewart left for New York at 

I I AM. I will leave at 4 pm and they will meet me on arrival of the 
train. I expect I will stop with Max Wulfsohn or Dan Green. We 
will see Will Hayes and Mr Fox and see if they will not use for their 
moving pictures the patented Funny pictures produced by young 


27 This became known as “Black Tuesday”— the most catastrophic day in stock 
market history and the most visible harbinger of the Great Depression. Over 16 mil- 
lion shares sold at declining prices. Within a few weeks 38 percent of the market’s Sep- 
tember value of $80 billion had disappeared. 

28 Senator James Eli Watson who was the majority leader at the time. 


715 



XXI. 1929 


men of Los Angeles who interested Ernest in them . . . The Presi- 
dent expressed the opinion that I aught to take the chairmanship 
of the appropriation Committee and would discuss it with me on 
my return from New York. He sent me a copy of his message to 
congress and asked me to read it over and suggest any changes I 
thought proper . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 27/29] I called on Will Hayes with Ernest and I M 
Stewart and asked him to secure permission to show the New 
funny film for the movies as we wished to have them shown in the 
Fox theatres. He made an appointment for Ernest and Stewart to 
go to the place where New films were exhibited at 3 p.m. Hayes 
promised me he would do what he could to have them adopted by 
Fox Head bunch with Dan Green and four other Electric Band and 
Share officials . . . 

[Thursday Nov 28/29] . . . I M Stewart arrived last evening about 
midnight on a delayed train. He reported to me the result of the 
visit to place where new film was to be shown at 3 pm yesterday. 
The man Hayes had made arrangement to show the film after half 
hour wait came out and stated [neither] he nor Fox were interested 
in the film and would not show it . . . 

[Friday Nov 29/29] ... I wrote to Will Hayes advising him of the 
treatment received by Ernest and Stewart in refusing to even show 
the funny film or discuss it from the party he had asked yesterday 
to do so . . . 

[Saturday Nov 30/29] . . . The President asked me to call and I did 
so at 4 pm. We discussed the reorganization of the Senate and he 
stated I was the only one he could talk to and it not made public. 
I gave him an account of the meeting between V.P. Curtis, 29 Sena- 
tors Watson, McNary and myself Thursday morning. The Presi- 
dent did not think it wise to have McNary appointed Asst leader 
of the Senate. I told him it was too late for at the meeting men- 
tioned it was agreed to. We discussed in detail present situation in 
the Senate . . . 

[Wednesday Dec 4/29] . . . Ernest and I M Stewart in New York meet- 
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ing with Fox people with a view of having the Funny pictures shown 
in all Fox theatres. Will Flayes will help. 

[Thursday Dec 5/29] . . . Ernest returned from NY this morning. 
Reported had very satisfactory interview with the Fox people and 
hope result would be the showing of the films in the Fox Theatre. 
If it is done the returns will be a very good income. 

[Sunday Dec 15/29] Was at the office from 10 until 1 o’clock. Had 
to catch up with my office work and did not attend church. Had a 
sleep during afternoon. Had a very poor night and took salts at 5 
o’clock this morning was suffering from a severe headache. 

[Tuesday Dec 24/29] Was busy at the office the most of the day. In 
the evening went with the grandchildren to the Westley Heights 
Community Christmas tree. All the children of the district had two 
beautiful Xmas trees, one inside the Home and the other on the 
outside. Congressman Leatherwood died while house offices 
burned. 30 

[Wednesday Dec 25/29] . . . The Vice President asked me to Select 
Senators for him to appoint to accompany body of Congressman] 
Leatherwood to Salt Lake City and attend his funeral. To be held 
Sunday next. I suggested Thomas 31 of Idaho, Capper 3 " of Kansas, 
Hayden 33 of Arizona, Fess 34 of Ohio and myself. [As it turns out,] 
I will be the only Senator to go, leaving here tomorrow at 4.18 p.m. 
over Penn Ry. 

[Sunday Dec 29/29] . . . Quite a crowd at the Depot to me[et] 
Mrs. Leatherwood[;] went to the Hotel Utah. Brownie was there 
to meet me. Had not been in the Hotel long until callers were 
asking for conferences. The funeral services for Leatherwood 
were held at 2 floor at the Masonic Temple. A beautiful build- 
ing. The place was filled. The Masonic Ritual was the Services 


30 Elmer O. Leatherwood was elected in 1920, along with fellow representative 
Don C. Colton, and had just been elected to his fifth term the previous year. 

31 Republican senator John Thomas (1874-1945). 

32 Republican senator Arthur Capper (1865-1951). 

33 Democratic senator Carl Trumball Hayden (1877-1972). 

34 Republican senator Simeon Davison Fess (1861-1936). 
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and following it Congressman and I spoke for a short time at the 
request of Mrs. Leatherwood . . . 

[Tuesday Dec 31/29] Spent the morning looking over the affairs of 
the bank. Some of the accounts are not in good shape and I de- 
manded they be attended to. Jos. Farrer was sick at home. I called 
to see him. Was not well pleased with bank conditions and gave 
instructions how to handle some of them. The improvements 
made by the bank were very well done. A great improvement. Left 
Provo at 1.30 On arrival at Salt Lake City called on Mr Radditz and 
he tells me conditions at the Iron King Mining Co are very good. 
As soon as I arrived at the Hotel, callers began to tell their tales of 
woe. Had dinner with Pres. Nibley. 
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1930 

[The Noose Tightens] 


[Thursday Jany 2/30] Had early callers and at 9 a.m. I left to make 
a few calls on business men. At 10 o’clock attended a meeting of 
the Presidency and Twelve at the Temple. Fast day and I adminis- 
tered the Bread and Geo Albert Smith the Water. I reported con- 
ditions in Washington and asked the Presidency if they wanted me 
to purchase the 50 x 150 foot lot south of present holdings of the 
church at the corner of 16th and Columbia Rd Washington D.C. 
I was authorized to buy it for the church if it could be bought for 
37,500.00. Was busy with callers after Temple meeting until 10 
p.m. Held conferences Afternoon until I took train for Washing- 
ton at 5.45 p.m. Brownie was with me most of the time I was in 
Utah. He is looking well and feels proud of his work at the Big 
Indian Mine. His work has been first class with the material he had 
to use. Went to bed early very tired. 

[Friday Jany 10/30] I am Sixty eight years old to-day. Attended a 
meeting of the Smithsonian at 9.30 We agreed upon a plan for 
future advertisement of the Institution or at least let [people know 
what] the Institution was doing and what it hoped to accomplish 
i[f] assisted in the future ... At one o’clock Ernest gave a dinner 
in honor of my 68th Birthday in the Finance Room. The table was 
beautifully decorated. The food was splendid. About 40 present. 
Senators and leading men of Washington and different Sections 
of the Country. A photo of the table and those present was taken. 
A very enjoyable time. In the Senate I spoke for nearly 2 hours on 
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Sugar Received many congratulations. 1 In the evening had a birth- 
day dinner at home with 12 friends present. The table and room 
were beautiful. A wonderful dinner served. A pleasant evening 
spent. 

[Sunday Jany 12/30] Was at the office from 10 o’clock until 11:35 
Then went to church. Jas H. Moyle Pres of Eastern States Mission 
and wife were present. Jas. H. was one of the speakers. He still 
wants missionaries sent here to speak on street corners. 2 Still think 
it most unwise and gave him my reasons. Went for a walk after 
dinner. Called to see Justice Sutherland and wife they were not in. 

[Sunday Feby 9/30] At the office from 10 until 11.30. Attended 
church. The speakers were Dr. Winship and myself. Received many 
congratulations on my remarks. After dinner Ariel took me over 
to John Hopkins Hospital. I called on Senator King. He is a very 
sick man. 

[Monday Feby 10/30] . . . Senator Copeland visited Sen King yester- 
day and told me he did not expect to see King leaving the Hospital 
alive. Ernest telephoned me from Los Angeles asking me to guar- 
antee a note for $20,000— as he was purchasing an interest in a new 
invention called the normatone. Used by the moving Picture peo- 
ple. I wired the First national I would do so. 

[Saturday Feby 13/30] ... It was snowing but that did not stop 
Alvord, John Hopkins and myself playing golf at Burning Tree 
Course. First time I ever played in snow storm. 

[ Tues Feby 18, Wednesday Feby 19, Thursday Feby 20, Friday Feby 
21/30] All were crowded with callers wanting changes in Tariff 
Rates and consideration of the Tariff Bill in the Senate. We made 


1 Smoot argued that although he was an advocate of the sugar industry in his 
home state in particular and the West in general, the present price was as cheap as in 
the pre-war years and therefore deserved protection from foreign competitors. He at- 
tacked free-trade advocates who said that cheaper Cuban sugar was a benefit to con- 
sumers, citing figures and data throughout the afternoon. 

2 Missionaries often preached a sermon or sung a hymn on street corners to at- 
tract a crowd, which Smoot feared would have a negative impact at the capitol. In an 
interview with Milton R. Merrill in 1940, Elbert D. Thomas, who defeated Smoot in 
1932, claimed that Smoot purposefully kept missionaries out of the Washington, 

D.C., area so that he alone could represent the church there. 
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fairly good headway. Called to see President this morning and 
asked him to make a proclamation setting aside Apr 10th as the 
Commemoration of the 100th [y]ear of the Covered Wagon Im- 
migration to Oregon. He was going to appoint Rueben Clark as 
Ambassador to Mexico if possible. Also asked him to appoint Er- 
nest Bamberger to some foreign position. Had a number of friends 
to dinner during the week. 

[Thursday Febry 27/30] Had Pres Grant, Wife and I M Stewart and 
wife to dinner last evening Pres Grant left for New York on late 
train. A beautiful morning. Had callers for one hour and half all 
wanting increases in Tariff rates. Ex President Taft not expected 
to live through the night. 

[Saturday Mar 8/30] ... I played golf at Burning Tree with Mr. 
Eble. 3 Ex President Taft died this evening and Justice of the 
Supreme Court Sanborn 4 also passed away. Two remarkable 
Americans. 

[Sunday Mar 9/30] Was at the office at 10 a.m. Attended depressing 
mail. At church at 11.45. Today was considered as Fast day as we 
held Conference last Sunday. Went for a walk during afternoon. 
Had callers in the evening. 

[Tuesday Mar 11/30] ... At 1.15 p.m. met with the Committee of 
Senators to attend the Funeral Services of Ex President Taft held 
at 2 o’clock. The church well filled. Services impressive[.] cold, 
raining most of the day. The streets were lined with people from 
church to Arlington Cemetery— place of burial [for] Taft [who] was 
loved by the mass of the American people. 

[Wednesday Mar 12/30] . . . The dirty hypocrite [Senator John] 
Blaine charged that President Grant was in Washington lobbying 
for increase duty on Sugar. I answered him. 

[Tuesday Mar 18/30] I called up the Cutting 0 amendment which 


3 F. X. A. Eble, formerly of Salt Lake City, was U.S. Commissioner of Customs. 

4 Supreme Court justice Edward T. Sanford of Tennessee died after serving 
seven years. 

5 Republican senator Bronson Murray Cutting (1888-1935) of New Mexico ar- 
gued that censorship is counterproductive because it creates more interest in a book. 
The issue was D. H. Lawrence’s Lady Chatterly’s Lover. Smoot stated that if “my amend- 
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allowed obscene Books and literature to enter the U.S. His amend- 
ment repealing existing law. Was successful in securing its defeat 
in a very spirited debate. Received many compliments and thanks 
for my action in securing the Defeat . . . 

[Monday Mar 24/30] Won a great victory in the Senate. The Tariff 
Bill passed by a vote of 50 to 31. 6 The day spent in discussion of 
the Bill received many congratulations. The fight has rested almost 
entirely on me. Last evening Henry Robinson of Los Angeles 
called and we talked over the Political Situation. He is stopping 
with the President. The President told him there was one Senator 
he could rely on and that was Sen Smoot. I will explain the Bill to 
the President tomorrow evening if agreeable to him. Awful tired. 
Mr Alvord called in the evening and wanted me to leave tomorrow 
for Virginia Beach with himself Isaac Stewart and Chloe for bal- 
ance of week. Decided I could not well do so. 

[Wednesday Mar 26/30] Spent the morning at the office. Made a 
Statement on the Bill [Tariff) for Fox Movies Corporation. Pre- 
pared a statement to be delivered over the Radio Thursday evening 
at 10.15. Nation wide hookup. Played golf at the Columbia Club 
with Dr. Adams in the afternoon the Alvords were our dinner 
guests. 

[Thursday Mar 27/30] ... At 10.30 p.m. delivered an address to 
the American people over the radio. It was a nation wide hook up. 
Explained the Tariff Bill as voted upon by the House an[d] changes 
made in the Senate. Telephoned to Ernest at Salt Lake City advis- 
ing him to purchase Utah Idaho Stock if Mr. Carlton had pur- 
chased the Nibley Stock and he could see Mr. Carlton as he was in 
Salt Lake City today. 

[Friday Mar 28/30] Received many congratulations on my Radio 


merit were adopted there would be no more Lady Chatterly’s Lover and other such rot- 
ten stuff come into this country.” When confronted, he admitted he had not read the 
book, saying that it was “so disgusting, so dirty, so vile that the reading of one page 
was enough for me.” 

6 This was to be the Hawley-Smoot Tariff. Democrats and Insurgent Republi- 
cans fought Smoot and his supporters long and hard on the new tariff proposals, but 
Smoot’s lobbying turned the trick. Smoot even convinced LDS president Heber J. 
Grant to write fellow senator W. H. King asking for his vote. 
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talk last night. Demands for copies came pouring in. Sent by 
Airmail. A short statement to Pres Grant to be read at the Con- 
ference to be held at Salt Lake City Sunday the 6th of April it 
being the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Organization of 
the Church . . . 

[Sunday Apr 6/30] One hundred hears ago today the church was 
organized with 6 members. The day will be devoted to services 
commemorating the event where ever the Mormon people are. At 
Salt Lake the general Conference will be held with special exercise 
and thousands of members of the church from all parts will be 
present. Special exercises at the Tabernacle. Services were held 
here at 1 1.45. A good many non-Mormons present. I spoke on the 
prophecies of Jos. Smith. Some 350 present Preston Peterson ar- 
rived and in the evening we discussed financial conditions [at] 
home. Held a conference last evening with Mr. Radditz and of- 
fered him 600,000 treasury stock of the Big Indian at 200 per 
share— this will pay all the companies debts improvements and 25 
thousand dollars to go on with. He will let us know as soon as he 
gets home. 

[Monday Apr 7/30] The Mormon Church program over the Radio 
was a disappointment to me. No doub[t] the weather was the cause 
of the Radio not being clear for the chorus were anything but good. 
Received a number of congratulations on my speech Sunday from 
non-members present . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 13/30] Zella moved to our home at 4500 Garfield St. 
as Martha is coming home from Saranac. The Doctors claim she 
is cured. Ernest’s children and nurse leaves our home and goes 
back to Ernest’s place. I do hope the Doctors are correct and that 
Martha has completely recovered. 

[Sunday Apr 20/30] Was at the office for 1 1/2 hours. Attended 
church as usual. [Afterwards I] Held an hour-and-quarter Confer- 
ence with the President from 5 until 6.15. 

[Saturday Apr 26/30] . . . Attended the Gridiron Dinner at the New 
Willard Hotel. The usual number present. The President was pre- 
sent and made a very splendid speech. I played a prominent part 
in the skits of the evening especially on Tariff and exclusion of 
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obscene literature. They were greatly enjoyed. Mrs. Sheets' left for 
home after having a pleasant visit here. 

[Monday Apr 28/30] . . . Senate in Session and the confirmation of 
nomination of Judge Parker as a member of the Supreme Court 
was taken up for discussion. A bitter fight is being made against 
him by Borah* and his bunch and others effected by the Negros 
and labors organizations. 

[Tuesday May 6/30] . . . Senate in Session and day spent in discuss- 
ing nomination of Judge Parker. Senator Ashworth 9 made an Ass 
of himself in charges he made against the Judge— Very warm. 

[Sunday May 18/30] Was at the office from 10 until 11.30. Then 
went to church. Two young men were the speakers. Did not feel 
very well. Ernest returned from New York and reported to me 
th[at] Senator Guggenheim 10 would become interested in the Big 
Indian Mining Co. Advance $150,000 to pay all debts and make 
improvements necessary to cheapen the cost of producing copper. 
I prepared an offer to give him the control of the mine by giving 
him for money advanced 5 1 % of the Stock and complete manage- 
ment of the property. Ernest reports he will accept the offer and 
[I] sincerely hope so. 

[Wednesday May 28/30] ... It looks as if the Democrats with La 
Follette and Couzins will put amendments into the blouse Bill that 
I cannot support. I am opposed to paying a pension or compensa- 
tion for or to a person suffering from a disease caused by his own 
vicious habits. 

[Friday June 13/30] Crowded with callers until 10 o’clock and then 


7 Alice Sheets was a friend of Smoot’s from Salt Lake City, and this was the be- 
ginning of their courtship which lead to marriage. She was the mother-in-law of J. Wil- 
lard Marriott of the Marriott Corporation. 

8 Senator Borah found that in North Carolina Parker had supported “yellow 
dog” contracts wherein prospective employees are required to promise not to join un- 
ions as a condition of employment. Parker’s view of African Americans, like that of 
most southern Democrats, was that they were a benighted race. He was defeated 39 
to 41. 

9 Smoot must have meant Democratic senator Henry Ashurst. 

10 Simon Guggenheim of Colorado. Smoot was financially distraught, so the of- 
fer was attractive. 
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attended a meeting of Public Bldgs and grounds. Speeches on the 
Tariff were made until 2 p.m. The vote was then taken and will be 
sent to the President for his approval. I know he will do so. Tele- 
grams extending congratulations began to come in by 4 p.m. Trib- 
utes were paid me by Senator Walsh, Moss, Senator Simmons 
North Car. Senator Swanson of Va and Senator Watson of Indiana. 
I feel a great relief since the action of the Senate. 

[Tuesday June 24/30] . . . Preparing to leave for home tomorrow. 
Called to see the President to tell him goodbye. He read me his 
veto message of the Veterans Pension Bill and I agreed with it." A 
Republican Congress overrode Hoover’s veto. Gathering things I 
must take home and boxing them ready to go tomorrow Very 
warm. 

[Thursday June 25/30] Cool and raining during the morning. Ar- 
rived at Chicago at 2.05 p.m. A mob of newspaper men and pho- 
tographers at depot to meet me. All wanted to know if I was en- 
gaged to Mrs. Sheets. 1 ' Ernest met me at train. We went direct to 
the 111 Athletic Club and I had a rest. With Ernest and a number 
of friends I went to the Southshore Club and had a very fine din- 
ner. Caught the 9.10 p.m. Los Angeles Limited for home. 

[Saturday June 28/30] Arrived at Salt Lake City 10.35 a.m. Quite a 
number of people at the depot to meet me. I went direct to Hotel 
Utah. Ike Stewart had rooms already for work. Looked over the 
accumulated mail found a number of letters to answer. Called on 
President Grant and Counselors, and a number of close friends 
and businessmen. Spent the evening with Mrs. Sheets. 

[Sunday June 29/30] Ike drove me to Provo. I had Judge Morgan 
and Brownie with Jos Buttle go over some of the slow notes of the 
Provo Court Savings Bank. They are in a bad shape and must be 
changed or a loss sustained. Returned to Salt Lake City during 
afternoon. Spent the evening with Alice. Everywhere I go I receive 


11 Earlier in his career, Smoot pushed for pension bills, but after 1920 he re- 
versed himself. Only Smoot and Senator Bingham voted against the World War I Bo- 
nus Bill that authorized loans of 50 percent of adjusted compensation certificates of 
1924. 

12 Smoot must have been in her company more often than his diary reveals. 
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hearty congratulations on my work in passing the Tariff Bill. Fi- 
nancial affairs are very poor in Utah and business suffering. Low 
prices of Silver copper Wool sheep are felt from one end of the 
state to the other. 

[Monday June 30/30] Last night I asked Mrs. Sheets to be my wife 
and she accepted. We named no date it should occur. I gave notice 
of it to the press. Carried no doubt all parts of the world. Called 
on Pres Grant and Counsellors and told them of it. Pres Grant is 
leaving for California Wednesday and would like us to be married 
before he leaves and perform the marriage ceremony in the Tem- 
ple. I called Alice and that was satisfactory to her and I so notified 
Pres. Grant and arrangements were made for marriage to take 
place at 9.30 a.m. Wednesdayjuly 2/30. Received many telegrams 
from all parts of the country extending congratulations. Alice and 
I talked of plans after marriage. After attending to pressing busi- 
ness at the Bank we will leave for San Francisco and sail for Hono- 
lulu on July 19th. This evening I with Alice attended the Banquet 
given to the Governors present at the Governors Conference. Held 
at the Hotel Utah. Alice looked beautiful and she was the attrac- 
tion. I was one of the speakers. I received great applause. It turned 
out as many said a reception for Senator Smoot instead [of] for 
the Governors. 

[Tuesday July 1/30] Was crowded with callers attended the dinner 
given by the Rotary Club. Notice day of our marriage brought tele- 
grams from all parts of the Country extending congratulations and 
best wishes. 

[Wednesday July 2/30] I called for Alice at 9 a.m. We went direct to 
the Temple and were married at 9.30. Pres Heber J. Grant offici- 
ated in the marriage. After leaving the temple and allowing pho- 
tographers to take pictures of us, we took an Auto furnished by 
the Utah Power and Light Co and went direct to Provo to our old 
home. Brownie had everything in good condition. Spent some 
time at the Bank and we went Auto riding in the evening making 
a number of calls. Many callers and telegrams from all parts of the 
country. 
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[Thursday July 3/30] Spent the morning at the Bank and most of 
the afternoon. Things at the Bank all in rather a poor condition 
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with over loans some good and some bad but good ones are slow 
of collection. The old home is in excellent condition and cool even 
with the extreme heat outside. Called on Alice and number of old 
friends. Received telegrams of congratulations on my marriage 
from all Sections of the country. Had a number of callers in the 
evening. Newspaper articles announcing our marriage all speak in 
the highest terms of my work in the Senate and extended best 
wishes. 

[Friday Jidy 4/30] This was a great day for Provo and I might say 
for Senator and Mrs. Reed Smoot. Never such a parade in Provo. 
Alice and I were the attraction. Received ovation all along the line 
which was crowded with people for over 20 blocks. The exercises 
were held at the West Square. Very hot. I spoke for some 20 min- 
utes. The crowd appreciated what I said. In the evening went for 
a ride. Decided not to return to Salt Lake City until Sunday after- 
noon. Held a number of conferences with Bank directors and But- 
tle and Brownie. 

[Saturday July 5/30] . . . Spent the most of day at the Bank. Loans 
in poor condition. I want a change in directors and a closer watch 
over the Bank affairs. 13 We must get a new cashier and we discussed 
several parties but seem to think young Wm. Clark would be the 
best selection. 

[Sunday July 6/30] Called to see May Glazier" and formally called 
to see Miss Cook. I blessed her and called God to take her and 
relieve her of her sufferings. She died shortly after. Held a number 
of conferences at home on business affairs of Loose Estate. 1 

[Monday July 7/30 ] Left Provo for Salt Lake City at 9 A.m. Arrived 
at Hotel Utah at 10:30. Began preparation to leave for Washington 
at request of President and as his guest at the White House . . . 
Packed ready to leave, had callers to the last minute. Left at 5:30 


13 After years of mismanagement, Smoot relieved close friends of their responsi- 
bility at the bank. 

14 Smoot’s sister. 

15 His estate was in a chaotic condition because of his speculative ventures and 
unsecured loans. Despite Smoot’s urgings for two decades, his friend had never 
heeded his advice to get out of debt. 
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p m on Los Angeles Limited. Alice and I occupied an apartment. 
It was hot weather. I hated to go. Cancelled our trip to Hawaii to 
sail on the 19th. 

[Thursday July 10/30] Arrived at Washington at 8.05 a.m. Newspa- 
per men and photographers were waiting. The family were to de- 
pot to meet us and a number of friends. The White House cars 
were [also] at Depot for us. We went direct to White House. Had 
breakfast with the President. Mrs. Hoover, all my family and a num- 
ber of friends. Breakfast was served on South porch . . . Attended 
session of Senate and received congratulations from the Senators. 
The President gave a dinner in our honor. Alice was the dinner 
partner of the President and I took Mrs. Hoover to dinner. Some 
20 were present, among them: Secy and Mrs. Lamont, Senator Od- 
die 18 and wife, Harold and Alice, Commissioner Campbell of Ari- 
zona and wife, Senator and Mrs. Gillett. 1 ' At the conclusion of din- 
ner the moving picture showing Bird’s 18 trip to the South Pole was 
exhibited. It was a wonder[ful] picture. Received letter of congratu- 
lations every mail. 

[Friday July 11/30] . . . We had breakfast in our room. The White 
House car took me to the office. Senate met at 11.30. The Naval 
Treaty 19 was taken up at once and Sen Hale made a long speech 
against the Treaty. Alice and I attended a dinner at the White 
House. Very warm. 

[Saturday July 12/30] . . . The President and party went to his sum- 
mer house in Rapidan, 103 miles from Washington Very pleas- 

ant at the camp. All present at lunch and dinner. Talked situation 
in Senate and the passage of the Naval Treaty Have a hard time to 
keep a quorum. One promised th[is] week. A large bus fire. Felt 


16 Republican senator Tasker Lowndes Oddie (1870-1950) of Nevada. 

17 Republican senator Frederick Huntington Gillett (1851-1935) of 
Massachusetts. 

18 Smoot meant Richard Evelyn Byrd, the noted American explorer of 
Antarctica. 

19 The London Naval Treaty dealt with military build-up and competition 
among Great Britain, France, Japan, and Italy. Although the Geneva Conference of 
1927 was applicable through 1936, Hoover was anxious for renegotiation on tonnage. 
This was not a popular treaty here or abroad. 
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good in the evening. Alice had a very pleasant time. She was the 
partner of the President to all meals, and Mrs. Hoover was mine. 

[Sunday July 13/30] We left camp at 2.45 The balance of the party 
was to leave 1/2 hour later. The road where it was under repair 
was awful rough and dirty. We looked a sight when we reached the 
White House. The President and party were delayed on account 
of an accident. A woman driving an Auto ran into one of the White 
House cars. Considerable damage to both cars but no one hurt. 
The woman was either drunk or she completely lost her head. Had 
dinner with President & Mrs. Hoover . . . 

[Tuesday July 13/30] Busy with callers during morning hour at the 
office. Letters of congratulation still come. Had many leading pub- 
lic men call and extend best wishes. Our marriage meets the ap- 
proval of all and close personal friends think it a wonderful step 
in my life. Time in the Senate occupied in discussing London Naval 
Treaty. The dinner at the White house was a very pleasant one . . . 

[Wednesday July 16/30] . . . Attended the Garden Party given by 
Pres & Mrs. Hoover in honor of the War Veterans held on the 
grounds of the White House at 5 o’clock. A splendid day for it. It 
was a little cloudy just enough to prevent excessive heat. A large 
crowd present Alice and I were a part of the attraction. It looked 
as if a part of it was our reception. A very pleasant time . . . 

[Sunday July 20/30] After breakfast with the President & Mrs. 
Hoover, Alice and I walked around the White House grounds and 
then went to church at 1 1.45 a.m. The services were good but awful 
hot weather. We all had dinner at our home. It was the hottest day 
I ever experienced in Washington. In riding the air was so hot it 
almost burned you. Returned to the White House at 10 p.m. It was 
so hot we could not sleep although we had two fans running. Sena- 
tor Watson and myself held a conference with the President and 
discussed present political situation in the country and future poli- 
cies for the party. 

[Monday July 21/30] Another hot day. Senate passed the Naval 
Treaty by a vote of 58 to 9. The bunch of kickers made no 
headway with their puny filibuster. The President was very well 
pleased with the result. Following the passage of the treaty the 
Senate adjourned . . . 
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[Wednesday July 23/30] . . . Ernest promised me a full statement of 
his financial condition. I know it must be bad. I guess I am in for 
a very heavy loss. Zella stated she had to have $2,000 not withstand- 
ing I have given her and paid her and Carlisle bills and indebted- 
ness to over $18,000. She cannot get along with Chloe and I will 
have to rent her a place to live. 

[Thursday July 24/30] Spent the morning at the office packing, an- 
swering letters and telegrams and getting office in shape for my 
leaving Washington. Had usual number of callers. Alice and Chloe 
packed everything at the White House and have the trunks 
checked for home. Called at 4 p.m. and told the President goodbye 
and he thanked me sincerely for returning to Washington instead 
of going to Honolulu and for my work in securing the passage of 
the Naval Treaty. He thought it an act of loyalty to him and duty 
without equal. The press has praised my action in the matter . . . 

[Monday July 28/30] [At Provo,] Spent most of the day at the Bank 
going over the notes and securities. Most of my time was occupied 
in consideration of the notes and the Loose corporation and the 
Loose Family. I had Preston Peterson 211 in and told him they must 
be taken care of and requested him to furnish me with a complete 
statement, the resources and obligations of the Corporat ion and 
Estate and members of the family. Following the receipt of this 
information I will insist upon all obligations being amply secured. 

[Monday Aug 4/30] . . . Brownie came up from Provo to inform me 
that the Bank had no doubt lost 20 to 25 thousand dollars loan[ed] 
to Lewis secured by a mortgage on sheep . . . Another of loans of 
Jos. T. Farrer. 

[Tuesday Aug 3/30] At 10.30 a. nr. Richard R. Lyman and wife called 
and Alice and I went with them to Ogden to attend a meeting of 
Business of Ogden arranged to meet Secy of the Interior [Ray L.] 
Wilbur. The meeting was held at the Biglow Hotel and a very large 
number of Ogden’s business men attended. Wilbur’s train was one 
hour later than expected. I spoke with several others to fill up the 
hour. I received many congratulations of my remarks. Secy Wilbur 


20 Loose’s son-in-law. 


The Noose Tightens 


arrived and made a very good impression. He referred to me by 
saying, when Utah was mentioned in Washington it meant Senator 
Smoot. The remark was greeted with applause. In the evening 
Alice and I attended a meeting of the Neighborly Circle a club of 
middle aged worthwhile people . . . 

[Thursday Aug 7/30] Was at the Bank and attended a meeting of 
the Directors. Loose’s finally agreed to my proposition made last 
night and all the obligations are to be secured and payments to be 
made on or before three years . . . 

[Monday Aug 11/30] I spent the morning at the Bank looking over 
the notes and deposits the bank affairs are not in the best of shape. 
It looks as if it was left to ruin itself and beyond all reason. I shall 
insist upon a change. I received a letter from Mr. Clark to whom 
I offered the position of Cashier staling that he fell he could not 
leave the BY University and thanked me for the offer. This will 
prevent a final decision on a Cashier until I return from Honolulu 
trip. Am sorry Clark could not accept. Remained in Provo over 
night. Returned to Salt Lake City. Attended to all unanswered let- 
ters. Purchased sleeper berths for San Francisco. We will leave here 
next Tuesday to catch the boat which leaves San Francisco next 
Saturday . . . 

[Wednesday Aug 13/30] . . . Ernest’s financial affairs are in a horrible 
condition. He has some 150,000 of my securities pledged. Have 
had a severe headache. Callers clamoring for positions and assis- 
tance. I will be glad to get away from it all for a while at least. 

[Wednesday Aug 14/30] The Union Pacific Ry had a wash out at 
Green River, and notified me the train I was to leave on would be 
late some four hours, and they would arrange for my stay at Ogden 
for that length of time and that it would get me into San Francisco 
but a few hours late. Later the Southern Pacific decided to run a 
stub [sic] train and take no chances in my being late at San Fran- 
cisco and so notified me . . . 

[Saturday Aug 16/30] . . . The rooms were the best and we found 
all our baggage in our room on arrival on the boat. Boat not 
crowded as only 200 passengers were booked. Boat sailed prompt- 
ly at 12 o’clock. The ocean was like a lake. We were assigned to the 
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Captain’s table, there were Ed. Jenkins and wife and a man with 
wife and daughter from Rhode Island. 

[Wednesday Aug 20/30] The captain’s dinner last evening was an 
excellent one. No hotel could have prepared a better one. We 
sighted land on Molokai about 8 o’clock. Made all arrangements 
for care of our baggage on arrival at Honolulu. All on board were 
excited and happy. The Boat was met by the leading men of Hono- 
lulu, Government officials Army and Navy officers, boats and the 
Revenue Cutter “Senators” named for me. Music and signing and 
playing of bands were in order. As soon as the crowd boarded the 
Boat, Alice and I were literally covered with beautiful leis. They 
say no one has ever been given a more demonstrative and hearty 
welcome. The crowds at the landing were all shouting Aloha to us. 
We walked through a line made by the police and demonstrating 
their appreciation for my friendship and assistance to the Island. 
At last when we reached the Auto of Ralph Woolley we drove direct 
to his Beach Home. It was turned over to us with the Servants and 
an Auto. It is a beautiful home. Mrs. Woolley preferred to live at 
their beautiful home in the City. The leis were beautiful ones and 
the home was filled with baskets of beautiful flowers of all kinds 
some by friends. There were over 100 leis. We had dinner with Mr. 
& Mrs. Woolley. Jennie Hyde mother of Mrs. Woolley was present. 
It was a beautiful place. The flowers[,] grounds[,] home[, and] the 
ocean beach were all ideal and were all cool. 

[Thursday Aug 21/30] A beautiful morning and Alice and I had our 
first ocean swim. It was delightful. Breakfast was served at 8 
o’clock. A Chinese woman is caring for the home while we are here. 
Alice went shopping. I made a number of calls with Ralph Woolley. 
In the afternoon played golf with Ralph and two other business- 
men. The commercial Club gave a great luncheon at one o’clock 
in my honor. The Governor spoke for a few minutes in introducing 
me. I then spoke and it was greatly appreciated and I received 
many thanks and congratulations . . . 

[Friday Aug 22/30] Played golf at 6 a.m. with Alice. Mr. Kay, Ralph 
Woolley and I played golf in the afternoon. Many callers. Attended 
a dinner given by the Governor. Some 25 of the leading citizens 
were at the dinner. The Governor took Alice to table and I was 
partner of the Governor’s daughter. The wife of the Governor is 
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on the main land. After dinner we were entertained by a native 
Singer. A small Hawaiian girl dancing the Hula and she was a beau- 
tiful child and as graceful as any one I ever saw. Her dancing was 
perfect. Her instructor gave a history of the Hula Hula. It tells the 
history of great events in the life of the Hawaiian people and she 
gave us examples of the same. A very pleasant evening. 

[Saturday Aug 23/30] Played golf morning and afternoon. Mr. & 
Mrs. Ralph Woolley gave us a reception at their beautiful home. 
It lasted from 2 p.m. until 6 p.m. Hundreds of their friends called 
to see us. A very pleasant affair. I spoke at a great crowd held in 
one of the Parks. Received a royal reception. The leis put on Alice 
made her sick and she had to leave just before I began to speak. 
We were covered with leis as usual. Among other things I spoke 
of statehood for the islands at some future time. 

[Sunday Aug 24/30] Alice and I bathe in the ocean every morning. 
We enjoy it greatly. Had a number of callers. In the afternoon took 
a long auto ride, among the places visited was the Pali. The ride 
leading to Pali was beautiful. A great, change since I first visited it. 
In the evening Alice and I attended church and were the speakers. 
The new meeting house is a good one. The place was packed and 
many standing even on the outside of the building. At the close of 
the services we shook hands with the crowd Many of the old timers 
were present, among them Sister Fernandez. Was very tired before 
we reached home. 

[Tuesday Aug 26/30] The press has been very good in publishing 
my remarks and all extending a hearty welcome. Alice and I take 
a swim every day in the ocean. We enjoy it greatly. Played golf in 
the afternoon and in the evening a dinner given at the Royal Ha- 
waiian Hotel given by Mrs. Hyde. Some 20 present. Service and 
food good. A magnificent Hotel and surroundings. Entertainment 
outdoors following the dinner. 

[Wednesday Aug 27/30] Have had to refuse many invitations to din- 
ners and to visit other islands. They would have me speak some 
where every afternoon and evening. Had lunch with the repre- 
sentatives of the Hawaiian Sugar Interests Later played golf. Had 
a good game. It was not so warm as yesterday. Callers from other 
islands asking me to please visit the island before returning. 
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[Thursday Aug 28/30] Spent the morning, afternoon early golf 
game in a visit to the Pineapple plant of Mr. Dole. 21 Dole took us 
through the plant from beginning to end. Have 4,000 employees 
in this one plant. Played golf during the afternoon. Had dinner 
with the President of the University. The Woolley’s and Mrs. Hyde 
were present. 

[Friday Aug 29/30] The employees of the custom service presented 
me with a number of Hawaiian articles as a mark of appreciation 
for what I had done for the office here. Received a radiogram from 
Preston Peterson that Harold had drawn a draft for $2500.00 and 
requested Provo Court and Savings Bank to protect it. He would 
do so if I requested it. Stated Harold [h]as telephoned hourly about 
it and spoke of doing bodily harm to himself. I must think the 
matter over. Will this thing never cease. Later in day I cabled 
Harold as follows: “Will be home September eleventh. Write me 
details.” Played golf in afternoon and in evening Alice and I at- 
tended a dinner given by Harold Kay formerly of Ogden. 

[Saturday Aug 30/30] I did not sleep last night. Harold situation is 
unthinkable. Something must be radically wrong. At 2.30 this 
morning I sent Radiogram to Preston Peterson as follows: “Pay 
draft notify Harold.” He seems to think I will forever pay his drafts 
I will have a distinct understanding with him for he has got to live 
on his salary of $7,500.00 Alice his wife will have to cease demand- 
ing everything she wants. I will not stand it longer. Played golf early 
morning and afternoon. Attended a dinner party given by Mr. & 
Mrs. Ralph Woolley at their home. About 16 present I spoke to 
them on Washington present and future . . . 

[Sunday Aug 31/30] . . . Attended church in the evening. Bro Mur- 
phy 22 of Ogden arrived yesterday and spoke to the people at the 
evening session. The other speakers were Sister Murphy, Alice and 
myself. The house was full. A good meeting I am favorably im- 
pressed with Bro Murphy He has been President of the Mission 
before. The natives think well of him. 


21 Probably the son of Danford Ballard Dole, prominent Hawaiian politician 
and founder of Dole Pineapple. 

22 Newly-arrived LDS mission president Castle Murphy. 
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[Tuesday Sept 2/30] Alice, myself and the Woolley’s left Honolulu 
at 10 o’clock for Laie to attend the Luau to be given at 2 p.m. 
On arrival there went through the Temple. Temple grounds 
beautiful the inside of the Temple not in the best of shape. The 
outside of the Temple presents a fine appearance and particu- 
larly the approach. Discussed the sale of the plantation with Bro. 
Ivins son of Pres Ivins. He thinks it would be a good thing to sell 
the greater part of the plantation when price of Sugar advances. 
The church has over 6,000 acres but mostly mountain and graz- 
ing lands . . . 

[Friday Sept 5/30] Made a number of calls. Went for a ride following 
lunch but sick to my stomach. Good many callers. Frank and wife 
took charge of seeing trunks and baggage on the boat. . . . Had a 
severe headache. Covered again with leis and crowds present to 
say aloha to us. So soon as the boat started I went to bed sick 
through and through and had a splitting headache. No sleep dur- 
ing the night. 

[Saturday Sept 6/30] I find myself in extreme pain and decided to 
send for the Doctor. No doubt I was poisoned. Every part of my 
flesh jerked and in extreme pain and shortly after was cold as ice. 
The doctor gave some relief but 1 had a miserable day. 

[Sunday 7th, Monday 8th, Tuesday 9th/30] Ate very little and Mon- 
day I decided to take a dose of Caster oil and it worked and felt 
better Tuesday. Alice and I had seats at the Captains table but I 
did not eat a thing outside our room. A number of the Sugar 
men on the boat. Over 300 passengers The sea as calm as a lake. 
Mr. Watershouse consented to arrange by Radio for immediate 
transfer for us from Boat to Western Pacific Ry which leaves for 
the West at 10 a.m. This will avoid us remaining in San Fran- 
cisco for a day. 

[Wednesday Sept 10/30] . . . The agent of the Western Pacific on 
Boat to meet us and he had special arrangements made for our 
transfer. We had 30 minutes to spare. The arrangements made 
saved us a days time and a stop over night at San Francisco. The 
train left on time. Alice and I had the state room and Ed Jenkins 
and wife the apartment. A nice cool day for travel. The track was 
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rough. The travel through the Feather River 3 canyon was fine. The 
scenery beautiful Every attention given us by the R R Officials. 

[Saturday Sept 18/30] Spent the morning with mail and callers. Left 
for Provo at 3 p.m. Had callers at the old home in the evening. Dis- 
cussed conditions at the Bank and they have improved slightly . . . 

[Wednesday Sept 17/30] Allie and I were married in Logan temple 
46 years ago today. My office crowded with callers most of the day. 
I did leave to play nine holes of golf with Pres Grant, Nibley and 
J. N. Taylor. Did not play well. 

[Friday Sept 26/30] Left for Provo at 8.15 a.m. over the Electric 
road. Spent the forenoon and until 3 p.m. with Bank business. At 
the Board meeting Fred Richmond was elected Cashier, H. E. 
Smoot Asst. Cashier and advances given to other employees. Some 
of the slow notes were under consideration. Jos Butler was greatly 
hurt as he expected to be appointed Cashier. He never would do 
for Cashier. I visited the Utah Co. Fair and spoke to the crowd for 
a few minutes . . . 

[Wednesday Oct 1/30] The Quorum of the Twelve met with the mis- 
sion Presidents at 9 a.m. at the Temple. Session from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m. The reports of the President of Missions all indicated more 
interest in our missionary work and easier to get gospel conver- 
sions Baptisms as a whole about the same as past years. The Presi- 
dency and Twelve gave Alice and I a reception. Held at the Presi- 
dent Room of the Hotel Utah. About 30 present at the Dinner. 
Speakers were Pres. Grant, Ivins, and Nibley Rudger Clawson toast 
master. David O McKay spoke of life of Alice. A very fine speech. 
Alice responded. I was the last speaker. A very pleasant evening. 
All the Twelve were present but S. L. Richards and John A. Widt- 
soe. Former ill and latter in England. 

[Thursday Oct 2/30] Callers until 10 o’clock. 1 then went to the 
Weekly meeting of the Presidency and Twelve. In session until 3 
p.m. After that had our continual string of callers Harold called 


2S Feather River is one of the principal rivers flowing through the Sierra Ne- 
vada Mountains toward the ocean, providing culinary and irrigation water for central 
California. 
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me from Washington in relation to action to be taken by his wife 
for a divorce. He will not fight it if she will agree not to marry a 
Mr. Bagley the man that has caused a great deal of the feeling be- 
tween he and Alice. If she will not agree to that he will fight her 
action if taken I am sick at heart over the whole affair. 

[Saturday Oct 4/30] I was not feeling very well. Stomach out of 
order. This second day of Conference was well attended and 
speaking fine. Good attendance. I spoke over the radio at 7 
o’clock on political situation. Then went to Priesthood meeting 
at the Tabernacle. 

[Sunday Oct 3/30] A beautiful morning Alice and I went for a walk. 
Conference session began at 10 o’clock An immense crowd pre- 
sent I was the first speaker. Never spoke with more freedom. Re- 
ceived many congratulations during the day. Alice had to leave the 
session and when I returned to the Hotel found her very sick. She 
had a high fever and the Doctor pronounced intestinal flu. Con- 
ference closed at 4 p.m. A splendid conference. Was tired and did 
not go to the Sunday School session in the evening. 

[Tuesday Oct 7/30] Attended board meetings of the Deseret Savings 
and Deseret National Banks. I left for Provo at 12.30 with Grover 
Rebentisch and Annie K also a friend that came with me. They 
arrived yesterday. Grover is here to see me about his advertising 
venture he has been promoting for a couple of years and I taking 
care of his family. This friend and he explained what had been 
accomplished and what wonderful thing it was. Held a meeting of 
Directors of the Provo Court & Saving Bank at 3 p.m. at close of 
meeting I returned to Salt Lake City. Alice was somewhat better. 
Was at a dinner given by G. Howard and wife at their home. About 
a dozen present. All wanted so much to meet Alice. They had seen 
her and raved over her beauty. Spent a pleasant evening. 

[Wednesday Oct 8/30] Discussed the political situation and present 
campaign with E. R. Callister. 24 Had to raise money. Had more 
callers than I could see. They were three deep at times. I refused 


24 Ed Callister, son of former Smoot supporter Edward H. Callister. 
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to advance or secure a loan for Grover' 1 for $10,000. The day has 
been a trying one. 

[Saturday Oct 11/30] I met with the 1st Presidency for awhile for 
the Saturday Evening Post who had prepared an Article for the 
Post on the early history of the Mormon Church. He had a letter 
from Mr. Lorimer to Pres Grant and President Grant had given 
him access to all the files in historians office. The article recited all 
the details of the Mountain Meadow Massacre but also contained 
many complimentary statements of conditions today. The Presi- 
dent and I had considered the article yesterday as the Author 
handed a copy for consideration. We asked him not to publish it 
and explained in detail the reasons for our request and it ended 
by his promise not to use it and he took the copy furnished us to 
read and tore it up and stated it would not be used. It was a great 
relief to us all. 

[Tuesday Oct 14/30] At 9 o;clock left for Provo and on arrival held 
meetings at Bank since I examined all notes held by Bank during 
the day. In the evening attended a meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors and we discussed future policy of the Bank and some of the 
bad papers particularly some of Loose’s. Some very poor loans 
have been made the last few years. Agreed [to] repair final settle- 
ment of all obligations of Loose Operation. Had a headache and 
felt miserable by time I got to bed. 

[Saturday Oct 18/30] Made a number of calls this morning among 
them Jas W. Wade. He advised me the mine was not looking so 
well as the gold drift had changed its course and it was very unfa- 
vorable. Alice and I attended the football game between Utah Uni- 
versity and BY University. The former won as every one expected. 
Had have very little sleep for nearly one week and feel miserable. 
Business conditions are very bad. Stocks still declining. Attended 
the dinner given by the Bonneville Club at the Hotel Utah. The 
debate between Clarence Darrow'" and Clarence True Wilson' 7 on 


25 Grover Rebentisch, Smoot’s son-in-law. 

26 Attorney for the Loeb and Leopold case in Chicago and the Scopes evolution 
case in Tennessee. 

27 National secretary of the Temperance Society and general secretary of the 
Board of Temperance, Prohibition, and Morals. 


738 


The Noose Tightens 


the question of Prohibition occurred. I sat at the head table to the 
right of Dr. Wilson and Alice to the left of Mr. Darrow The debate 
was greatly enjoyed. Many present were against prohibition. De- 
bate was to the point without any bitterness. 

[Friday Oct 24/30] I spent the morning in attending to private busi- 
ness and trying to get financial affairs of the C. E. Loose Corp in 
a better shape than they are. Asked Mr. Elton to buy the Compa- 
nies Gold Chain Stock for $20,000.00 He said he would recom- 
mend it to his company. I spoke at the Greek rally held at the New- 
house Hotel and then to the Hollanders at the 14th Ward chapel. 

[Monday Oct 27/30] Was busy at the office. The betterment 
League 2 * is fighting the election of Clifford Patten for sheriff of 
Salt Lake Co. Feeling is bitter and is going to effect the result in 
S.L. county and may be the means of defeat of the party. 

[Tuesday Oct 28/30] The Liberty Party, 29 or Anti Prohibition Party 
are claiming 12 votes and no one can tell what the result of the 
coming election will be in Utah. There is more opposition to pro- 
hibition in Utah than I thought. 

[Thursday Oct 30/30] Attended meeting at the Temple of the Quo- 
rum of Twelve from 9 until 10 a.m. Then meeting of the Presidency 
and Quorum from 10 a.m. until 2.30 p.m. Pres Grant was aroused 
over the speeches for Patten and bitterly attacked him and his ad- 
ministration of his office and suggested that the 1st Presidency and 
Twelve pass a resolution denouncing him and his administration 
of the affairs of the Sheriff Office. We talked him out of such an 
action. I advised the friends of Patten I would not mention his 
name during my remarks to be made next Saturday evening rally. 
Considerable feeling among party members over my position late 
in the afternoon I played golf with Louis Cannon 0 at Fort Douglas. 


28 Civic betterment and improvement leagues during this period sought crime 
prevention, city beautification, and prohibition enforcement. 

29 The Liberty Party would run as its national candidate William Hope “Coin” 
Harvey of Arkansas for president and Frank Hemenway for vice-president. Harvey 
was most noted for his books on remedies for world conditions. 

30 Lewis Telle Cannon, a prominent Salt Lake architect and former secretary to 
Congressman Joseph Howell. 
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[Tuesday Nov 4/30] Election day. The evening returns show the 
Democrats were the chief winners in the Nation and reports would 
indicate the Democrats had secured the contract of the House and 
Senate I visited Provo with Alice and we cast our vote for the 
Straight Republican ticket and voted against all the proposed 
amendments to the Utah constitution. Looked over the Bank af- 
fairs and returned to Salt Lake City during afternoon. 

[Wednesday Nov 3/30] The morning papers show the election yes- 
terday was a great victory for the Democrat and Anti Prohibition. 
Utah did very well for the Republicans. Most of them elected, in- 
cluding our two Congressmen. Majority Republicans elected in 
Utah County . . . 

[Thursday Nov 6/30] Was in the Temple meeting of the 1st Presi- 
dency and Twelve from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Attended a dinner given 
by Orvil Adams at the Alta Club in honor of the officials of the 
U.S. Steel Corporation. The 1st Presidency were present. I made 
a brief statement as well as others. Another beautiful day. Was tired 
and went to bed early. 

[Saturday Nov 8/30] . . . Am worried over the financial condition 
of the Country and especially the way the stock market is acting. I 
hope we will pull through without a crash. 

[Sunday Nov 9/30] A beautiful day. I had no conference appoint- 
ment. Went for a long walk in the morning with Alice. Visited 
Memory Park. In the afternoon went for a long ride with Dr. Walt 
Sheets 31 and wife and had dinner with Bro Jensen and spent the 
evening at his home. 

[Sunday Nov 16/30] [In Washington, D.C.,] Was at the office from 
9 a.m. until 1230 and then went to church. A good crowd present. 
Had most of the family to dinner. The President requested Alice 
and I to take dinner with him at 8 p.m. We attended[.] the Presi- 
dent took Alice to dinner and I Mrs. Hoover. Ambassador and Mrs. 
J. Rueben Clark, Senator and Mrs McNary were among the other 
guests. 


31 Salt Lake City physician and son of Alice. 
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[Monday Nov 1 7/30] I told Ernest I must know how he was standing 
financially and on what shape my Securities loaned him were. He 
stated he was having prepared a complete statement . . . 

[Wednesday Nov 19/30] I decided to appoint Zella to a position in 
my office. She is in a very serious situation financially. Was busy 
during the day. I received a blow in the evening that nearly ended 
me. Ernest reported to me his financial situation. He is owing over 
a quarter of a million dollars with my Securities as collateral. I must 
pay same if I can. I was sick at heart. It came as a thunder bolt. I 
expected he was owing $100,000.00 Dollars. It will take most I own 
to meet. It is so unfair to the other children. It is nearly as bad as 
Harold’s failure. That cost me $350,000.00. 

[Thursday Nov 20/30] Not a wink of sleep last night. I feel like life 
is not worth living. What a failure my family have been financially. 
Alice takes it philosophically. I don’t know what course to follow. 
A miserable day and so tired I can hardly see. I cannot stand the 
strain much longer. One continued string of people wanting help 
and Utah people in meeting positions. 

[Friday Nov 21/30] Had Zella appointed one of my clerks at $ 185.00 
per month. Ernest goes off the roll. I have given many interviews 
to the Reporters. Some reported as given, others not correct. 
Crowded with callers and newspaper reporters. 

[Saturday Nov 22/30] Was busy at the office until 12 o’clock and 
then went to the Soldier Home golf course Mr Ralph Pugh of Lon- 
don called and wanted me to study the proposition he had come 
from London to present to Will Hayes for a corporation between 
England and American film producers. I listened to what he had 
to say and told him to meet me in the morning at 10 o;clock [SP?] 
and I would decide how far I could go to assist him. Crowded with 
work in the office. 

[Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday] Was 
busy at the office with callers and preparing for coming session of 
Congress Very cold weather. Wednesday I went to New York and 
met Ernest there[.] Late in the afternoon met Mr. Mitchel and Dan 
Green to see if anything could be done by them to care for the 
indebtedness of Ernest at the Riggs Nat Bank. The situation has 
made me sick Ernest is owing nearly one quarter of a million dol- 
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lars and I am responsible for its payment. The load has made me 
sick. I got very little encouragement for assistance. Returned to 
Washington on a late train. The worry is taking the life out of me. 

[Monday Dec 1/30] Impossible for me to sleep much as I am worried 
over financial affairs caused by Ernest’s speculation. A bad time to 
sell anything. Can only hope for the best . . . 

[Wednesday Dec 3/30] Attended a meeting of the Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution beginning at 9.30 Work of the Institution 
progressing very well. Senate met at 12 o’clock. Crowded with call- 
ers. Still cold. 

[Thursday Dec 4/30] Chloe is 42 years old today. Ariel received ca- 
ble from his son Reed 12 stating he did not, nor would he take part 
as a missionary but wanted to remain in England and attend school 
for year or so. I was afraid of him doing this and was never certain 
that he should be called as a missionary. It has proven a mistake. 
Held a meeting of the Finance Co and took up questions of nomi- 
nation of the members of the Tariff Commission I brought up for 
consideration and they went over until Saturday morning at 10 
o’clock for consideration. I was asked [to] have all the members of 
the Commission present at the meeting. Harrison and the Demo- 
crats are going to fight Brossard nomination . . , 

[Sunday Dec 7/30] I was in bed all day. Feeling miserable. Had a 
call yesterday from Bank asking for more security on Ernest’s ac- 
count. I don’t know just how to turn. You cannot sell anything on 
the present market. I cannot sleep and am tired out. 

[Wednesday Dec 10/30] Am all upset and stomach and bowels not 
working. I cannot sleep. Ernest’s affairs are bad and they fall upon 
me. I must make some turns before long but so far I do not know 
just what course to take. Attended a meeting of the appropriation 
Committee. 

[Thursday Dec 1 1/30] Crowded at office with callers. Passed the first 
appropriation Bill after a long drawn out consideration by the Sen- 
ate. A large number of unwise Amendments were made on the 


32 This was Smoot’s oldest grandson and namesake. Young Smoot did not 
catch the religious fervor his parents and grandfather hoped he would. 
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floor of the Senate. We will have to disagree to some of them in 
Conference. Had a bad night. 

[Friday Dec 12/30] Senator [Lee Slater] Overman died last night. 
Senate not in session, but the funeral services for Senator Over- 
man was held in the Senate Chamber in the evening. I did not feel 
well enough to go. Alice and Chloe attended. Senator Overman 
came into the Senate the same day I did, 28 years ago, March 4th. 
I was appointed one of the pall bearers but did not feel well enough 
to make the trip to North Carolina with the body. 

[Monday Dec 13/30] Called at the Navy Hospital and had blood 
tests taken by Dr. Calver. Had very little sleep last night. Spent 
most of the day in Consideration of the interior Appropriation Bill 
with members of the Sub Committee. Concluded work and called 
the full committee for 10 o’clock tomorrow. A very cold day. Feel- 
ing anything but well. 

[Tuesday Dec 16/30] The full committee on appropriations met and 
all the amendments to the Interior appro Bill agreed to by Sub- 
committee were approved and I reported the Bill to the Senate. 1 
am worried over my ability to pay Ernest’s indebtedness. I cannot 
sleep thinking how it is possible for me to do so. The Doctors re- 
ports that pus had developed in my urine. My blood test is good. 

[Thursday Dec 18/30] Ernest left for Chicago taking with him a let- 
ter I wrote to Albert Lasker asking him to purchase my 2700 shares 
Ideal Cement Co stock at 50.00 per share. Stock market still de- 
clining and business is almost at a stand still . . . 

[Monday Dec 22/30] Busy with callers most of the day. The finan- 
cial and working conditions throughout the country are in a very 
serious condition. Many banks are failing, some in Utah. Politi- 
cal conditions muddled and the attacks on President Hoover are 
not justified. 

[Tuesday Dec 23/30] The newspapers throughout the country or at 
least most of them are opposed to President Hoover and charge 
him with things over which he has no control. Was at the office 
most of the day. 

[Wednesday Dec 24/30] I called to see the President and we dis- 
cussed the present unfortunate conditions and what the Govern- 
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ment could do by way of assistance. He feels cast down and the 
charges against him as unjustified. He also feels the Senators do 
not defend the party or himself as they should do. 

[Thursday Dec 25/30] The House was turned over to the children 
with their Christmas presents for the day. All had more than they 
could appreciate. I gave Alice a diamond bracelet. Spent the day 
and evening at home. Had Harold and Allie, Fred and their baby 
for dinner. Nice clear day. We called to see Mr. & Mrs. Mariott” 
during the afternoon, they were with us at dinner. 

[Friday Dec 26/30] Had a very poor night. My headache and heart 
ache were both bad. The conditions brought about by Ernest has 
been about all i could stand. His visit to Chicago amounted to noth- 
ing. Conditions throughout the country no better. Was at the of- 
fice during the day. 

[Saturday Dec 27/30] Not feeling well. Cannot sleep well. Am tired. 
Little doing at the office so I went out to Soldier Home Golf Course 
and played alone. The stock market still weak. There seems no end 
to the decline. Cold weather. 

[Sunday Dec 28/30] Was at the office for 1 1/4 hours. Attended 
church but room was exceedingly cold. A Radio was put in the 
room to hear the Salt Lake Chorus and the Tabernacle organ ren- 
der the Messiah 1.15 to 2.15 Washington time. The Radio refused 
to work so church was dismissed and I went home and listened 
over my telephone to the rendition and it was wonderful. A splen- 
did advertisement for Utah. Snowing most of afternoon. Did not 
leave the House. Was feeling poorly and went to bed at 1 1 o’clock. 
Tried to get Brownie over the phone but he was not home. 

[Monday Dec 29/30] Had very little sleep last night. Worried over 
the financial situation and my own affairs. Was at the office early 
but mail was light and I returned home early in the afternoon. 

[Tuesday Dec 30/30] Telephoned to Brownie for I feel very much 
worried over financial conditions at home and effect it will have 
on the Banks. The Provo Coml & Savings Bk lost the Utah County 

33 J. Willard Marriott, founder of the Marriott Corporation and son-in-law of 
Smoot’s wife, Alice. 


The Noose Tightens 


Tax money deposit on account of the unsatisfactory loans of C. E. 
Loose Corporation and Stratton farm loan. Both are excessive and 
I have worried over them ever since I learned of them. I cannot 
sleep Held a conference with the President. 

[Wednesday Dec 31/30] A clear day and not very cold. I played golf 
at the Soldier House this morning[.] Yesterday I executed a mort- 
gage on my home at 4500 Garfield Street for $35,000.00 to pay on 
Ernest’s Bond account that I guaranteed. Have not been able to 
sell stocks on present market. I guess I will have enough to pay his 
losses but it will take about all I have. Little doing at the office. 
This year has been a bad one financially for me. Heavy losses. 


745 



XXIII. 


1931 

[“The End Is Not Yet”] 


[Thursday Jany 8/31] Mr. M C Megil [Migel] called this morning 
and offered to help me meet my indebtedness to Riggs Natl. Bank 
brought about by Ernest’s heavy losses on the Stock exchange and 
I guaranteed same. Isaac Stewart told him of the condition[,] I sub- 
mitted to him my obligations caused by above amount to nearly 
1/4 of million dollars. ... I told him of the . . . stocks I would have 
to sell. He took it under advisement. This is an awful ordeal for 
me and caused me sleepless nights and loss of energy. Nothing 
accomplished in Senate today. I played golf late in afternoon at 
Soldiers home. 

[Saturday Jany 10/31] I am 69 years old today. About 30 friends 
attended a dinner given in the Finance Committee room. The flow- 
ers were beautiful and all present seemed to enjoy the dinner. 
Senator Watson made a short speech and I answered. Both 
speeches well received. A family dinner was given at my home and 
all the family here in Washington were present. 

[Sunday Jany 11/31 ] Was at the office for a couple of hours. Alice 
and I attended a dinner at the Chilean Embassary given by the 
Ambassador. Mr. & Mrs. Migel of New York were present. I ex- 
plained to Migel my financial condition brought about by the 
heavy losses by Ernest and he agreed to purchase 2700 shares of 
the Stock of the Ideal Cement Co at 60.00 per share and 1 will pay 
that on Ernest’s indebtednessf.] I have already mortgaged my 
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home for $35,000.00 and paid that to the Bank[.] Ernest is owning 
about 1/4 million dollars. 

[Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday Jany 12, 13, & 14th/ 31] Most of 
my time was occupied in committee meetings and on the floor 
of Senate. Received a telephone message from Mr C Migel stat- 
ing he would purchase my 2500 shares of Ideal Cement Co 
Stock 60.00 per share and for me to have the Bank [prepare] a 
draft on him for $162,000.00 This is wonderful relief to pay to 
Riggs Natl Bank on Ernest’s indebtedness. Will raise the balance 
as soon as possible. 

[Friday Jany 23/31 ] Was feeling poorly and had very little sleep. 
Attended a meeting of Appropriation and balance of day in floor 
of Senate. Alice and I attended a dinner given by Pres, and Mrs. 
Hoover at the White House. About 16 present. President looks 
very much worried. After dinner we discussed situation in Senate 
and House. 

[Saturday Jany 24/31] I was at the office during morning. At 2.30 
I was feeling so poorly I decided to see the Doctor. After he exam- 
ined me he sent me home at once and sent me a number of pre- 
scriptions and instructions what to do. I went direct to bed with a 
case of flu. My lungs were congested and the doctor was worried. 
Feeling very poorly. 

[Sunday Jany 25/31] Was in bed all day. The Doctor brought me 
some more medicine and I had quite a fever. The President and 
Mrs. Hoover sent flowers as well as others. The word got about 
quickly and telephone was busy the whole day. A miserable day. 

[Wednesday Jany 28/31] The Doctor advised me my lungs were 
clearing but I was to keep quite [quiet] and not leave the House. 
Received telegrams from different parts of the country and beau- 
tiful flowers were sent me. Feeling much better today. [Had to] 
Keep in touch with my office and action of Finance Co. The 
weather for last week has been like spring. 

[Thursday Jany 29/3 1 ] The Doctor would not let me go to my office 
but promised I could go tomorrow. Answered a good portion of 
my mail. Received many letters and telegrams from different parts 
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of the country extending sympathy and wishes for speedy recovery. 
Many flowers sent. 

[Friday Feby 20/31] Reed Cardon in trouble with Mrs. Hume. A 
nasty affair and Chloe sick and in bed. I don’t know what we will 
do with him. He has been a burden and care to his parents for 
years past. Alice and I attended a dinner and dance at the New 
Sheridan Hotel given by the Utah Club. A large crowd present. 
The speakers were King Sen Pitman and myself. 

[Sunday Feby 22/31] Was at the office for 1 1/2 hours, and then 
went to church. Jos Fehr was the speaker. During the afternoon 
Alice and I went for a long walk and later an Auto ride through 
the Park. Had callers during the evening. Chloe still in bed worried 
nearly to death over her son Reed. 

[Saturday Feby 28/31] Senate in session and very little accom- 
plished. Held a meeting of Finance Co. and considered nomina- 
tion of R. N. Elliott of Indiana for position of Asst Controller Gen- 
eral. I called the Committees attention to his lying article on me 
published in “Time.” Senators all stated if I did not want him con- 
firmed they would not vote for his confirmation. I decided to let 
the foolish fellow be confirmed. 

[Friday Mar 6/31] Notified Mr. M C Migel that Alice and I would 
leave Washington Saturday at 3.15 p.m. for West Palm Beach to 
spend a week with him and Me [Mrs.] Migel in compliance of their 
kind invitation. Was crowded at office with callers and answered 
a large number of letters and preparing my Income Tax return. 

[Sunday Mar 13/31] Left Long Beach on Second Section of train 
at 1 1 o’clock Mr. & Mrs. Migel saw us off. They were exceedingly 
kind to us. He paid all our expenses at the Hotel[.] Alice and Mrs. 
Migel became fast friends. My trip has benefited me some, but I 
should have remained another week but I must get home. It was 
warm on the train. 

[Tuesday Mar 17/31, Wednesday 18/31, Thursday 19/31] These three 
days were spent in preparing to leave home next Friday. I held a 
conference with the President and we discussed the present unem- 
ployment situation and financial affairs of the Government and 
the business interests. Held a conference with Secy Mellon. He ad- 
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vised me of his purchasing in Russia some of the Masterpieces in 
paintings and having them stored and cared for in Germany. He 
was purchasing the same for the Art Gallery he will build in Wash- 
ington as promised me three years ago. We discussed the location 
of same but no final decision was reached. I again advised him I 
had reserved the Triangle South and East of the present Smith- 
sonian grounds. He was impressed with the location there rather 
than the place on the Mall we had talked of an[d] provided for 
[him] the drawings made showing the Mall improvement. 

[Friday Mar 20/31] I with Alice left Washington for home at 310 
p.m. Left Chloe in charge of our 4500 Garfield St. Home. I pur- 
chased Anne K’s interest in the Reed Smoot Trustee ofc. for Alice. 
I told Chloe and Ernest to endeavor to get a bid on the 4500 Gar- 
field St. Home as I did not mean to keep it up for just Alice and 
myself and Alice decided she did not want to live there with Chloe 
or any others. It is too large for the two of us. 

[Monday Mar 23/31] Arrived in Salt Lake City at 745 a.m. Dr. 
Sheets, wife and Alice’s sister Hattie met us at the train. We went 
direct to the Hotel Utah and the Hotel had Rooms 326-327 ready 
for us. All cleaned and newly papered with new furniture. We are 
very comfortable. 

[Tuesday Mar 24/31] A beautiful morning. Callers occupied most 
of the morning. H. S. Anderson phoned me about securing the 
contract for feeding the employees of the Boulder Dam from Mr. 
Wattis of the Utah Construction Co. 1 He will call me tonight and 
report his visit to W. H. Wattis Pres Utah Construction Co. who is 
very ill at San Francisco. I told Anderson what to say to Wattis. 
Wattis is in a very critical condition and not expected to live many 
more days. Played golf at Country Club with Orval Adams, John 
Fritzpatrick [sic] and Mr. Dalby. 

[Thursday Mar 26/31] . . . Following the dinner Pres. Grant. Gov 
Dern and I went to the dinner given at the Hotel Utah for the 


1 After a decade of wrangling, proposals and planning, the construction of the 
dam was authorized on 3 July 1930. The last hurdle to overcome was the Supreme 
Court’s ruling against Arizona’s claim that the dam was unconstitutional. 
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Bankers attending the Bank Convention. I made a short address 
and was enthusiastically received. 

[Saturday Mar 28/31] Went to Provo and spent the day at the Bank. 
Had ihe Taylor Furniture Co account examined and it must he 
reduced. As well a[s] some of the others. I find a great number of 
questionable accounts and over loans and as a whole not in the 
best of condition. I remained at my old home over the night. 

[Sunday Mar 29/31] Was at the Bank most of the day. Attended a 
meeting of the Directors of Provo Coml and Savings Bank last 
night and one hour and half was spent in discussing the over or 
excessive loans. We will begin to reduce them as the Bank Exam- 
iner requests. Returned to Salt Lake City during the afternoon. 

[Thursday Apr 2/31] Callers until 10 o’clock and then I went to the 
Temple to the weekly meeting of the 1st Presidency and Quorum 
of 12 at the temple. I prayed as mouth in the Circle. Reports were 
made. All 16 of the 1st presidency, Quorum of 12 and Hy Smith 
the Patriarch. Spent the evening in looking over subjects for me 
to speak at the coming conference. Alice and I attended a dinner 
given by Apostle Richards & Wife at their home. All the 1st Presi- 
dency, Twelve and Patriarch and wives were present. I asked the 
blessing. Speakers were O. F. Whitney, Bp. Nibley, John and Leah 
Widtsoe. All came and had a very good time. 

[Saturday Apr 4/31 ] The 1st day of Conference began at 12 oclock 
at the Tabernacle. President Grant called the Twelve at the office 
at 9 o’clock. We agreed upon a statement to be read this morning 
by Pres. Grant relative to men still preaching polygamy and telling 
false statements— against some of the Presidency and Quorum. 
The statement was agreed to. 2 1st Session of Conference was called 
to order by President Grant at 10 o’clock. The Tabernacle was 
crowded. President Grant read the statement agreed upon. A u- 
nanimous vote was given in approval of it. I was one of the speakers 
during the afternoon session on the question of Prohibition. I was 
congratulated by many. A [g]ood feeling prevailed. 


2 Despite church proclamations of the past, polygamy persisted. Among splin- 
ter groups it was proliferating. 
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[Monday Apr 6/31 ] Conference continued with a good attendance. 
The remarks were limited to 5 minutes and most of the Mission 
Presidents were the speakers. Beautiful weather and all seemed to 
enjoy the conference greatly. The statement made by Pres. Grant 
on polygamy was the most talked of action by the Conference. Call- 
ers before morning sessions and after. 

[Tuesday Apr 7/31 ] Both days were given over to office work and 
usual number of callers, most of them wanting pensions. Financial 
conditions are bad and mining materials almost paralyzed. The 
future looks pretty black for that business. The General Authori- 
ties of the Church met Tuesday morning to decide a question of 
doctrine to be included in B. H. Roberts book to be issued shortly. ’ 
President Grant thought the issue should not be openly dis- 
cussed as it seemed to generate only controversy. By August 
church apostle and scientist James E. Talmage issued a pamphlet, 
The Earth and Man, which tried to put the issue to rest. The final 
decision was against B. H. but he did not yield to decision. The 
book may be issued leaving that particular question out and if so 
it will be used as a textbook for the Priesthood organizations. 

[Friday Apr 10/31] Left for Provo at 9.30 am with Bank Examiner 
Caddock. We went over the affairs of the Bank and Caddock made 
several requests effecting over loans and past due paper. No one 
could object to his request. The losses of the Bank for [the] few 
years ofj. T. Farrer’s at cashiership were heavy. It was a good thing 
we got rid of him as soon as we did. C. E. Loose was greatly re- 
sponsible for most of the heavy ones . . . 

[Saturday Apr 11/31] The usual number of callers and all wanting 
assistance. The financial conditions are getting no better in Utah. 
Work scarce and people asking assistance. 

[Friday Apr 17/31] I was the speaker at the Exchange Club lunch- 
eon at the Hotel Utah. I was well received. Busy at the office. Met 


3 For some years Roberts had worked on a manuscript entitled “The Truth, the 
Way and the Light: An Elementary Treatise on Theology.” A portion of his work dealt 
with the issue of organic evolution— specifically the age of the earth and the question 
of pre-Adamites. Roberts took a liberal view, while doctrinaire theologian Joseph Field- 
ing Smith argued the conservative position. 
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Mr. Porterfield in the evening and I asked him to take care of the 
loan of 25,000.00 from Provo Comm Savings Bank by the Orems. 
He made no definite promise but thought he could arrange for it 
if he purchased the Orem Road. 

[Monday Apr 20/31] I went with Alice and Ed Jenkins and wife to 
Nibley Park at 7 a.m. and played 9 holes of golf. A beautiful day. 
Learned that Brownie had been off again and it made me sick. I 
was here last Saturday and [he] never looked better. I wish I knew 
what best to do to compel him to leave liquor alone. He promises 
but they are no good. . . . 

[Tuesday Apr 21/31] Anita telephoned last night telling me of 
Brownie’s drinking and his treatment of her and the children. I 
with Alice left with Auto at 7 a.m. for Provo. I had Brownie Anita 
and Seth together. I told Brownie just what would happen to him 
if he did not reform and leave liquor alone entirely. He could not 
continue his present degrading ways and work at the Bank. If he 
did not cease and from now on lead a decent life he would lose his 
family and himself. I would not stand it any longer and it was for 
him to decide and the decision was final and not for a day or two. 
I have not had more than a couple of hours sleep for last three 
nights. Alice and I returned to Salt Lake leaving Provo at 3 p.m. I 
never talked so plain to Brownie as I did today. His associates are 
dragging him down to hell. 

[Thursday Apr 23/31] Was at the Temple from 9 a.m. until 2:30 
p.m. It was decided to appoint Antone Ivins 4 * to fill the position of 
one of the quorum of the Presidents of the Seventy made vacant 
by the death of President Pratt. 0 He was also appointed a President 
of the Mexican Mission. Had callers the balance of the day. 

[Monday Apr 27/31] Held a conference with W. H. Wattis and se- 
cured his consent to give to H. S. Anderson the contract for feed- 
ing the workmen employed on the contract of the Six Companies 
Incorporated. 6 Anderson agrees to give Brownie 1/4 of the net 

4 Antoine Ridgeway Ivins was the son of First Presidency counselor Anthony 

W. Ivins. 

6 Rey Lucerno Pratt had served from 1826 until his recent death on 14 April. 

6 The enormity of the Boulder Dam Project required that several construction 
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gains. Met a number of the Directors of the above company and 
we discussed present conditions and their immense undertaking 
in building the Boulder Dam. Called to see a number of the Bank- 
ers. In the afternoon played nine holes of Golf and at 6 p.m. left 
for home. 

[Wednesday Apr 29/31] This was a busy day. Had a string of callers. 
Attended a meeting at the Tribune office with Silver Producers 
and discussed the present situation. All mines will have to close if 
there is not a change for the Better. I have not received answer to 
my telegram to the President last week. The western papers are 
blaming the President for not facing an International Silver Con- 
ference and a nasty feeling exists. 

[Thursday Apr 30/31] Was in the 9 o’clock meeting of the Twelve 
at the Temple and then the meeting of the 1st Presidency and 
Twelve[,] Orson F. Whitney. Bro. Roberts and Bro Hart of the 70 
all in the LDS Hospital. All very sick men. The men and women 
wanting jobs are increasing and I can do little for them. 

[Monday May 4/31] . . . Held a meeting with Silver people at Trib- 
une office, and told them it was poor policy to condemn the Presi- 
dent for not calling at once a World Conference of Silver and read 
them the letter I received from the President on the subject. The 
President cannot call such a conference if England would not ac- 
cept the invitation and up to date he has refused to do so. Received 
many letters and telegrams of congratulations on my answer to 
Julius Barnes criticism of the Tariff. The Press Association carried 
my statement in full. 

[Thursday May 7/31] Was at the Temple meeting of the 12 from 9 
until 10 o’clock. Presided in absence of Bro Clawson. 7 At ten 
o’clock the 1st Presidency came in. I asked the blessing on the 
Bread and Smith on the water. Usual reports made. Pres Grant 


companies be employed: Utah Construction Company, Morrison-Knudsen, J. F. Shea, 
Pacific Bridge, MacDonald & Kahn, and Bechtel-Kaiser-Warren Brothers. They were 
united under the name Six Companies, which was incorporated on 19 February 1931 
in Delaware. 

7 Smoot was, by this time, second in seniority behind Rudger Clawson, with the 
potential for becoming president of the church should President Grant or Clawson 
die. 
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was well enough to attend. I was appointed to attend the Cotton- 
wood Stake Conference to be held Sunday May 17/31. Callers con- 
tinued to come until seven o’clock. 

[Saturday May 9/31] I spent the morning and part of the afternoon 
with callers. Called to see Sister Maggie. She is very low suffering 
from leakage of the heart and very little chance of her recovery. I 
left 50.00 for her. I thought she ought to go to the hospital and I 
am sure that course will be followed . . . 

[Sunday May 10/31]heh last evening at 1 1 o’clock[,] after listening 
to a speech by Alice over the Radio[,] for Idaho Falls to attend the 
quarterly conference of the Idaho Falls Stake. Arrived at Idaho 
Falls at 8 a.m. Was met by Pres of the Stake Bro Ball. Went direct 
to the Bonneville Hotel. Had breakfast and direct to a meeting of 
the Presidency of the Stake and High Counsellors. I spoke to them 
for about 40 minutes then went from that meeting to attend the 
Quarterly Conference beginning at 10 o’clock. I spoke for a little 
over an hour. Had dinner at the Hotel with the Presidency of the 
Stake and Counsellors and their wives. Afternoon meeting from 1 
p.m. until 4 p.m. I spoke again for an hour. Following the adjourn- 
ment we drove to Ammon and I addressfed] the Graduates of the 
High School and spoke for 40 minutes. Drove back to Idaho Falls 
and attended the Quarterly meeting of the YMMIA and YWMIA 
I spoke again for little over an hour. I never had greater freedom 
in speaking. Was very very tired. Left Idaho Falls at 1 1.45 p.m. for 
Salt Lake City. Was too tired to sleep. A cold snap and all were 
fearful of a heavy frost. 

[Friday May 15/31 ] I took Stanley Decker to Provo and offered him 
a position as Director of the Provo Count [Commercial] 8c Savings 
Bank and he accepted same. Spent the day going over notes of 
Bank and how the collections were being made. Not very good but 
splendid in comparison with administration & [of] Jos T. Farrer. 
He and Ed Loose used the Bank for personal likes and dislikes. 
Losses are heavy. Returned to Salt Lake in late afternoon. 

[Saturday May 16/31] Apostle Orson F. Whitney 8 died early this 


8 Apostle Whitney was one of the church’s most renowned orators and writers 
and a brother-in-law to Smoot. 
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morning. Attended a meeting of the 1st Presidency and Twelve 
at 9 a.m. Full arrangements were made at that meeting and are 
[being] follow[ed] by the Twelve. Funeral to be held at the Tab- 
ernacle at 1 p.m. tomorrow. The speakers will be Pres. Grant, 
David O. McKay and Rudger Clawson. The 12 will act as pall 
bearers. All stake conferences were called off. I was to attend the 
Cottonwood Conference. I was appointed to dedicate the grave. 
Was tired and went to bed early. Played golf at Fort Douglas 
during the afternoon . . . 

[Sunday May 17/31] Attended the funeral services of Apostle Or- 
son F. Whitney. Was one of the pall bearers Early in the morning 
Alice and I called on Sister Whitney at her home. She looks very 
poorly and as though she would not live long. The corpse was on 
view at the home of Winslow Smith son-in-law of Bro Whitney. At 
1.30 we put the body in the hearse and those gathered at the place 
followed the body to the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle was nearly 
filled down and upstairs. The Flowers were beautiful. Services be- 
gan at 2 p.m. Pres. Grant presiding. The speakers were David 
McKay A. W. Ivins, C. W. Nibley, Rudger Clawson and President 
Grant. Address of David McKay was splendid. James E. Talmage 
closed the service with prayer. A large number followed the re- 
mains to the cemetary. I dedicated the grave. Not one reference 
was made to Zina 3 his first wife. I was disappointed in that. We will 
all miss him. 

[Tuesday May 19/31] Mr. Cramton" 1 director of affairs at Boulder 
City arrived here at 10.15 a.m. I met him at the Train. We went 
direct to the Hotel Utah. Had a number of citizens and newspaper 
men meet him at my office. We discussed programe for the carry- 
ing on the work at the Dam. Had a number of men meet him who 
desired employment at 1.30 p.m., following luncheon I gave him. 
I arranged for a game of Golf at the Country Club and Orval 

9 Zina was Smoot’s sister who met a tragic and untimely death. 

10 Louis C. Cramton, attorney and former congressman from Michigan, was ap- 
pointed by Interior secretary Ray Wilbur to plan Boulder City’s commercial develop- 
ment. The potential bonanza attracted hundreds of inquiries about business possibili- 
ties. 
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Adams and Johnson of die Oil Co played with us. Crampton left 
for Las Vegas at 5:15 p.m. 

[Wednesday May 20/31] President Grant called the meeting of 
Presidency and Quorum of Twelve today instead of tomorrow as 
he had to leave the city for Texas later in the day. The Quorum 
met at 9 o’clock and then continued in session with Pres Grant and 
Nibley arrived at 10 o’clock. All reported their attendance to the 
funeral Service of O. F. Whitney last Sunday. I called attention to 
the fact that not one reference was made to his wife Zina Smoot 
who gave birth to nine of his children. It was an over sight . . . 

[Wednesday May 27/31] Left for Logan at 7.30 a.m. At Ogden met 
Ralph Bristol and a gentleman representing the Los Angeles Bank 
that holds the stock of Merrill Nibley in the Logan Land and Drain- 
age Co. We drove to Logan and spent the day in examination of 
the affairs of the Logan Land and Drainage Co. The affairs of the 
Company are in a horrible condition. We will lose all our stock 
and loans to the Company. I will have a loss of nearly 60,000.00 I 
went into the Company to help Ariel." Returned to Salt Lake late 
in the afternoon. 

[Sunday May 30/31] Was busy with callers and mail during the 
morning. Attended a Polo game at Fort Douglas between the Uni- 
versity of Utah and the Agriculture team of Colorado I threw the 
first ball. The Utah Team won easily. 

[Sunday May 31/31] Left Salt Lake City at 6.30 a.m. with Alice. We 
arrived at Nephi at 9: 15 a.m. attended the morning and afternoon 
sessions of the Juab Stake quarterly conference[.] They were not 
expecting me at ten o’clock a very few present at meeting. They 
came in later. I think people were telephoned to. No choir. Alice 
and I were the speakers morning and afternoon session. The house 
was fairly well filled at afternoon session. Splendid attention given. 
Stake seems to be almost dead. We returned to Salt Lake starting 


11 Decades ago Smoot had helped Ariel Cardon secure a loan. At the time the 
land looked promising and Smoot was happy with Ariel’s foresight. But over the last 
five years the investment soured and Smoot’s money stood behind most of the invest- 
ment. 
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at the close of the afternoon session. Called to see Brownie at 
Provo on our way back. Warm weather. 

[Wednesday June 3/31] Warm today. Attended a dinner given by 
the Salt Lake Stock Exchange at which I delivered an address on 
Silver situation and was followed by Senator King. The papers no 
doubt will give a complete report of the occurrence. I read a tele- 
gram I received from Pres. Hoover relative to the call of a confer- 
ence King received more applause than I did for he stated just what 
he knew and I knew those present wanted. I gave the situation as 
I saw it. 

[Saturday June 6/31] A busy day at the office. There is a manufac- 
tured feeling here that I am opposed to Silver and the stabilization 
of same. The papers are advertising King as Silver’s great defen- 
dant. I will follow the course that I think will bring permanent re- 
lief. I am warned that my position will defeat my re-election. I can- 
not be a demagogue even if I knew to be one of the Silver question 
would insure my re-election. I have faith that the right will prevail 
in the long run. 

[Friday June 12/31] Worried over financial conditions. Things not 
improving much if any. Attended a luncheon given in the Bar As- 
sociation in honor ofjustice George Sutherland. A large gathering. 
George made a very fine speech. In the evening Alice and I visited 
the church exhibition on the Word of Wisdom. It was a real credit 
and the information was wonderful. It ought to do a lot of good. 
Tired out and went to bed early. 

[Wednesday June 1 7/31] Decided to leave S L City tomorrow at 5:35 
p.m. for Washington to consult the Secy of State and President as 
to what can be done to restore price of Silver . . . 

[Thursday June 18/31] Busy from early morning getting ready to 
leave for Washington. Office crowded with callers. Bank Examiner 
called at my request and I told him of collection made and to be 
made shortly by the Bank. Reported to me that the Knight Invest- 
ment Co is in bad shape . . . The Silver question is all the people 
of Utah are thinking about. They are condemning me for not howl- 
ing for an International Conference on Silver. The same as Sen 
King was doing. I told them it was useless to call such a convention 
without the cooperation of England and France and they positively 
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refuse to do so. I have worked out a plan to accept Silver by our 
Government in payment on the Debts of foreign Countries with 
W. Mont Ferry, E J Radditz, George Snyder and Mr. Elton. We will 
not make it known until we present it to the President . . . 

[Sunday June 21/31] . . . [In Washington, D.C.,] After lunch had a 
conference with the President and explained our Silver plan. He 
was not enthused over it. He had requested a moratorium for all 
War debts for one year. He spent considerable time telephoned 
to England, France and Germany. France objected] but it is 
thought she will agree. All the people interested are applauding 
Pres. Hoover for action taken. He has made himself popular with 
not only the American people but peoples of the world. 1st good 
break Hoover has had. At his request I made a Statement to the 
plan. Spent the day visiting and resting . . . 

[Tuesday June 23/31 ] ... I rode with the President and we discussed 
situation most of the way. Yesterday at Rapidan I issued a state- 
ment for the Press and Presidents action and this mornings papers 
carried it in full. During the day 1 repeated my statement for the 
Talking movies to the four different concerns. Will be shown and 
heard in all moving picture houses . . . 

[Wednesday June 24/31] President Grant and I visited the New 
Church grounds. The President discussed with me the parties in 
Washington he should see about donations to assist the church in 
payment for the ground and church building. 12 He estimates the 
cost will be 400,000.00 Dollars. He will personally] solicit subscrip- 
tions from Utah men holding good Government positions and 
those engaged in Law and other business. 

[Thursday June 23/31] President Grant decided to go to Norfolk 
but will return to attend church services next Sunday. He will see 
what members of the Church will donate. He telegraphed Brossard 
to return to Washington from his summer vacation in Canada. 
Walter Moyle subscribed 2,500.00[,] Pres Grant the same 
amount],] and I did the same. Later in the day I played golf with 
Harold Young and D. Adams. 


12 The LDS church planned to erect its first chapel in the Washington, D.C., 
area, and Smoot was instrumental in locating and acquiring the property. 
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[Saturday June 27/31] Had a conference with the President. He 
feels sure that France will finally agree on a plan for the suggested 
Moratorium for one year on War Debts. He will give special atten- 
tion to our proposition of accepting Silver at a given price for all 
War debts owing the United States. 

[Sunday June 28/31] Was not feeling very well. Had a headache. 
The Doctor gave me some medicine to take during the hot spell[.] 
after dinner I went with Bill and Alice to his Root Beer stands ' 
and later all had dinner with Chloe and Ariel at my home. I left 
Washington for home at 9.30 p.m. 

[Saturday July 4/31] A great day at Provo. Alice and I and Wellen" 
rode in the first Auto. Parade led by Fort Douglas Bank. Autos 
were parked both sides of the streets for 30 odd blocks. A good 
parade. Exercises at the Stake Tabernacle following parade. Speak- 
ers were Wellen and myself. After dinner with Brownie and family 
we returned to Salt Lake City. 

[Tuesday July 7/31] Had a number of leading politicians call and 
we discussed future action of the Party in Utah. Hoover’s action 
in securing consent of Debtor Nations to us and creditor Nations 
of Germany for a one year Moratorium has greatly strengthened 
him and given new hopes for party success. 

[Thursday July 9/31] Had crowds of callers late last night and early 
this morning. People plead for work or assistance. Mothers and 
daughters cry conditions are deplorable. I attended the meeting 
of the 1st Presidency and Twelve. Not many present. I gave a report 
of my recent visit to Washington to assist the President in the ne- 
gotiations for the one year Moratorium on War Debts[.] exceed- 
ingly warm today[.] my statement in answer to criticism of the Tar- 
iff Act by Senator Robinson 1 ’ was carried by the Associated press 
and well received. The President was well pleased with it. 

[Thursday July 16/31 ] Isaac Stewart drove me to Logan and return. 


13 J. Willard Marriott, founder of the Marriott Corporation, began by opening 
these stands selling hamburgers and chili. He gradually moved into restaurants called 
the Hot Shoppes and then into the hotel and upscale restaurant business. 

14 Probably former congressman Milton H. Welling. 

15 Probably Senator Joseph Taylor Robinson. 
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While at Logan attended a board meeting of the Logan Land and 
Drainage Co. The board decided to sell 100 acres of land to Stanley 
Decker at 27.50 per acre in order to pay pressing cash obligations. 
The project is a failure and I will stand a loss of over $50,000.00. 
I went into it to give Ariel a job. Another costly experience. I ad- 
dressed the Rotary Club at 12.30 . . . 

[Friday July 17/31] No rain and another hot day. Busy with callers 
during the morning and afternoon went to Provo, and went over 
Bank affairs. Banking failures are making banking situation seri- 
ous. Southern Banks are in a very serious situation. Reported the 
Knight Bank at Provo is in bad condition. 

[Saturday July 18/31] Heard Brownie was off again and Seth came 
from Provo and drove me to Provo. Found Brownie at home in no 
condition to talk. I remained alnight. 

[Sunday July 19/31] I never talked to a person as I did to Brownie 
and told him I was not going to stand it any longer and he must 
now choose between his family and whiskey. We had a very un- 
pleasant day. He was going to leave and it was up to him. I returned 
to Salt Lake City toward evening. He will try again. 

[Thursday July 23/3 1] . . . Attended a dinner given by the Employ- 
ees of the Rio Grande Western Ry at 7:30 p.m. About 800 present. 
Mr. Ryette was present. Speakers were Pres Grant W. H. King, my- 
self and Ryette. Hot, hot, hot no rain and no prospects for it. Crops 
nearly gone. 

[Friday July 24/31] The city crowded. The greatest parade ever 
shown was given. Not a hitch. Harry Joseph was in his glory. He 
directed the affair. Exceedingly hot. I spoke for the movies at close 
of parade. At least 100,000 visit[or]s. Papers gave a splendid de- 
scription. Alice and I sat on the reviewing stand in front of the Post 
Office Building. It was exceedingly hot. 

[Monday July 27/31] Arrived at Boise and went direct to the Hotel 
Boise. Had breakfast and at 11:00 o’clock. Met Senator Borah at 
his office. He discussed the Silver question for 1 1/2 hours and 
adjourned until 2 p.m. to meet again and have some of the Silver 
producers of Idaho present and also Senator [John] Thomas. At 2 
o’clock all present. Borah did not pledge himself to any programe 


761 



XXIII. 1931 


other than an international conference. We issued a statement for 
the Press and took the train for Pocatello at 4 p.m. Not much ac- 
complished. We arrivefd] at Pocatello a little late. I took one Pull- 
man for Yellowstone Park. My sleeper to be attached to Salt Lake 
Train [on] its arrival at Pocatello. Alice will be on that train. It wise 
[was] a very very hot day. 

[Tuesday July 28/31] Train arrived at West Yellowstone at 7 a.m. 
Alice was on the train and so was Harold Fabian. It was a beautiful 
morning and so cold we had to have our over coats on. 

[Wednesday July 29/31] At 9:30 a.m. we left [for] the Two oceans 
lake. We met Brig Madsen and his assistant there. All arrange- 
ments were made for trout fishing. It was very warm. I caught 
seven beautiful trout by traveling [trolling]. Water hot so we had 
to fish deep. Harold Fabian caught two good sized trout. I never 
saw such a fat trout. I enjoyed the hours fishing not withstanding 
it was hot. We had lunch about 2 p.m. and left for headquarters 
all having a happy day. In the evening Harold gave a party in our 
honor and had some dozen of the leading people of Jackson lb 
present. We served the fish I caught. Had a pleasant evening but 
was ready for bed. 

[Monday August 3/31] Arrived at Salt Lake City at 7 a.m. . . . callers 
began to come at 9 a.m. and continued until 5 p.m. I issued a state- 
ment through Associated Press answering Senator George’s criti- 
cism of the Smoot-Hawley tariff Act. Brought seven large trout 
from Yellowstone and had to dinner Mr. [and] Mrs. E. E. Jenkins, 
Walt Sheets and Miss Cettie sister of Alice. Turned off warmer 
toward evening. 

[Sunday Aug 9/31] The Chamber of Commerce gave a luncheon 
to Prince Ivaste, the Princess and their son. All of Siam. Alice and 
I acted as host and hostess. Luncheon was held at Chamber of 
Commerce at 11:55 a.m. About 60 of Utah citizens present. The 
table was beautiful decorated. I was chairman and the Princess was 
my partner at Luncheon and Alice of the Prince. Senator King 
delivered the address of Welcome. The Prince responded. The visi- 


16 Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 
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tors made little impression on people they met. The Prince used 
his finger to stir the Sugar in his Ice tea. Another warm day. 

[Friday Aug 14/31] 1 left here for Park City at 1 0:30 with Hamilton 
Gardner 17 to attend meeting of the American Legion Alice went 
with me. Met many of the officers and businessmen of Park City. 
A large crowd in the city. Alice spoke to the Ladies of the Legion. 
I addressed the Convention at 2:30 p.m. Senator King was present 
and Gov Dern arrived just before I began speaking. My remarks 
were well received at conclusion of my speech. I left with Hamilton 
Gardner for Ephraim Canyon to speak to the Foresters and men 
interested in forestry. About 200 present. After my statement we 
left for Salt Lake City about 1 1 o’clock. Had tire trouble and did 
not reach Salt Lake City until 5 a.m. The road from Ephraim to 
the camp in the mountains was very steep and about 10 miles long. 

[Saturday Aug 13/3 1 ] I left shortly after reaching Hotel with Stanley 
Decker and Mrs. Smoot and Mrs. Decker for Green River Lake 
Summer resort 18 owned by Decker. The distance is 295 miles. We 
arrived there at 11:30 p.m. The buildings are all new. We were 
given a cottage facing the Green River Lake. A most beautiful lo- 
cation with Square top mountain before us and beautiful moun- 
tains on both sides. A beautiful place for summer resort or now 
called Di ed [Dude?] Ranch. The last 20 miles of road were next to 
impossible following a heavy rain. 

[Tuesday Aug 18/31 /The financial situation is very bad. Banks fail- 
ing and no prospects for early improvement. Conditions are criti- 
cal and I am worried over the situation at home. Business attend- 
ing to accumulated questions arising in my absence. Held a meet- 
ing with Silver men that went with me to Washington. 

[Thursday Aug 20/31] Conference after conference with delega- 
tions from the North and the South. All want my assistance mostly 
from the Government. No temple meeting as President Grant ac- 
companied the Secy of State to Southern Parks. 

17 Captain Hamilton Gardner, the first State Commander of the American Le- 
gion and a prominent Salt Lake City attorney. 

18 This was at the headwaters of the Green River in Wyoming’s Wind River 
Mountains. 
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[Wednesday Aug 26/31] Was crowded at office all morning. De- 
mands of all sorts made for Government help. At 2 p.m. attended 
a meeting of the Utah Water Storage Commission held at the Capi- 
tol. Some 25 present. Listened to the Engineers tell of future plans 
for storing of water. Spoke for some time on projects proposed 
and prospects for Government aid. Had lunch at the Alta Club 
with Silver Committee. Met with the Republican “Mormons” at the 
home at Mrs. Abbot. Spoke for some time on local and national 
conditions. 

[Friday Aug 28/31] One continual string of callers all wanting as- 
sistance for a position with the Government. A little cooler today. 
I play at Fort Douglas with Ed Callister late in afternoon. In the 
evening with Alice and Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins saw the moving pic- 
tures of the Oregon Trail, explained by Howard Driggs. 1 " Shown 
at the home of Dr. Stookey. 

[Sunday Aug 30/3 1] With Ed Jenkins and wife. Alice and I left at 
4:10 a.m. for Monroe to attend the South Sevier Stake Conference. 
We made the 185 miles and had breakfast at Richfield by 8:45 a.m. 
We stopped with the President of the Stake James R. Ware. Soon 
found church affairs were not in a very good condition. The Presi- 
dent and one of the Counselors had trouble over business matters 
and the Counselor resigned and resignation was accepted. The 
President had selected with consent of the high Council another 
man and wanted him sustained at the Conference. I told him I 
could not do so until the 1st Presidency had agreed to action taken. 
Alice and I both spoke at the morning and afternoon Sessions of 
the Conference House filled and was free in my remarks. All pre- 
sent seemed to enjoy them. After the meeting, I ordained and set 
apart some fourteen men to different positions in the Church and 
Stake. I administered to two members of the Church before leav- 
ing for Salt Lake. We arrived at Salt Lake at midnight. Awful tired. 
Had a beautiful day. Crops looked good in Sevier County. 

[Tuesday Sept 1/31] Yesterday the state Bank of Utah, Ogden failed. 


19 Driggs, a native of Pleasant Grove, Utah, was an educator and history buff 
who wrote more than twenty books on the pioneer West and co-authored another 
twelve books. 
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Deposits about 7,000,000.00 created a serious situation. Had run 
on the other Ogden Bank but everything was met. Marriner Eccles 
made a splendid talk to the depositors in line and the run was over 
by 4 p.m. Uneasiness all over the State. I left for Provo at 7 a.m. 
and spent the day at Provo Com. and Savings Bank. Everything 
was quiet in Provo. I have been working to build up our reserve at 
the Bank. Many over loans have been made and it will take a long 
time to get them in proper shape. Jos Farrer and C. E. Loose were 
responsible for many of the excessive loans, and some of them bad 
and worthless. Senator Walcot [sic] arrived and I had a conference 
with him. Last night was a horrible one for me. I could not sleep 
wondering what effect the Bank failure at Ogden would have on 
other banks of the State. 

[Wednesday Sept 2/3 1 ] The Silver question still upper most in minds 
of people of the West. Held meetings with silver men today. Sena- 
tor Pitman’s statement that the President would call [a]n Interna- 
tional Conference within 30 days caused considerable talk and a 
denial by the President’s Secretary. Pittman must have been drunk. 
He held a conference with Borah on Silver. Borah repeated what 
he said to us during our visit to him. 

[Friday Sept 4/31] Had a restless night. Did not sleep much worry- 
ing over financial conditions as they exist . . . 

[Monday Sept 7/31] I met with Railroad officials of Union Pacific 
and Denver Rio Grande and Fruit growers of Utah also a large 
purchaser of peaches. We asked for reduction in fruit rates to en- 
able the growers to get at least 15# or 20# per bushel for their 
peaches. No promise was made only that they would get in touch 
with Omaha and submit the requests and let us know later. The 
financial condition^] are growing worse and unrest spreading. 
Conditions are in a horrible shape. Wind dust made things most 
unpleasant and dried up what little moisture was left in the ground. 

[Tuesday Sept 8/31] This morning Sen Pittman arrived. Took a 
room at the Hotel Utah. 1 called him and met him in the lobby. 
He was half drunk. Was to arrange a meeting to enable him to talk 
with Silver producers. Arranged to hold the meeting at Mont 
Ferry’s office. Pittman favorably decided he would prefer the meet- 
ing at 7 p.m. and we adjourned to meet at the Hotel Utah. At 7 
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p.m. about 16 Utah people met him and conference was held in 
the President’s room of the Hotel. 

[Thursday Sept 17/31] Attended the meeting at the Temple of the 
Quorum of 12 from 9 until 10 a.m. and then the 1st Presidency 
came in. Routine work. I was appointed to attend the Hyrum Stake 
Conference Sept 27th. Business conditions are no better, either in 
America or foreign countries. Unrest here in Utah. 

[Tuesday Sept 22/31] Was crowded with callers and accumulated 
mail. Financial conditions no better and England action in aban- 
doning gold payments to aid business brought some uneasiness 
and many did not understand why it was done. I explained 
conditions and reasons to many. Had lunch with George Snyder 
and others. Ed Jenkins advised he and Edgar Hill will accept 
appointment as directors of the Provo Conti & Savings Bk. Will 
attend to change as soon as possible. This change ought to 
strengthen the Bank. 

[Wednesday Sept 23/31] Had a delegation of Colored Republicans 
call and as usual wanted money for coming and next years cam- 
paign. A crowded day at the office. In the evening I went to 
Brigham City to attend a meeting of the Republican county com- 
mittee of Box Elder Co. State chairman Lowe and Mr. Cannon 
went along . . . 

[Thursday Sept 24/3 l]l attended the meeting of the 1st Presidency 
and Quorum at the temple beginning at 9 a.m. At 12:15 I was ex- 
cused to attend the dinner given by Harold Fabian at the Alta Club 
in honor of Mr. Abbot, 20 head of the Forestry Service. Had a very 
pleasant time. About 20 present. 

[Friday Sept 23/31] Attended a dinner at the Chamber of Com- 
merce given in honor of 5 men for their bravery during the attempt 
of the prisoners at the Penitentiary to make their escape. I was the 
speaker of the evening and also presented medals to three and a 
plaque of Gold to the 2 guards. $50.00 each. The medals were beau- 
tiful. I was congratulated on my speech on Communism. 21 


20 Arthur Hale Abbott, a life-long forester, mostly in Montana. 

21 Among other things Smoot stated, “No more serious problem confronts the 
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[Tuesday Sept 29/31] Attended a meeting of the members of the 
Quorum of Twelve at the Temple from 9:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. 
with lunch at the Temple. The whole time was occupied in discus- 
sion of the address of Bro Talmage given in the Tabernacle Aug. 
9. entitled “The Earth and Man” The article or speech is in direct 
opposition to an Article published by Jos F. Smith Jr. I voted that 
the article with a few slight changes be published and a majority 
voted that way. Pres. Clawson was opposed and a compromise 
reached to see if slight changes by elimination from Talmages ar- 
ticle could be unanimously agreed to. . . .” 

[Thursday Oct 1/31] Attended meeting of the Quorum of the 
Twelve from 9 a.m. until 10 a.m., then the 1st Presidency came in 
and we had prayers, administered the Sacrament and gave reports 
of attendance at Conferences last Saturday and Sunday. Pres. 
Grant suggested the name of Jos F. Merrill ’ as an Apostle to fill 
the Vacancy caused by the death of Orson F. Whitney. He was sus- 
tained unanimously. Later he was sent for and came to the meeting 
and accepted calling in a very humble spirit. 

[Friday Oct 2/31 ] A beautiful day. The First day of conference. Meet- 
ings at 10 and 2 p.m. Good attendance. President Grants opening 
remarks were well received. Business conditions in the country and 
here as well are growing worse. A feeling of unrest exists. 

[Monday Oct 3/31] Crowded with callers most of the day. 1 left of- 
fice long enough to speak to the Republican Woman’s Club at 2:30 
p.m. held at the New House Hotel. Crowds of people call wanting 
work. Conditions are not improving and a spirit of unrest is mak- 
ing itself manifest. The Riggs National Bank is forcing collections 


American people today than that of Communism. . . . Propagandists who take orders 
direct from the Bolshevik dictatorship in Moscow are busy in this country trying to 
poison the minds of our youth.” 

22 The issue was evolution. Talmage, a geologist by training, had definite views 
on the age of the earth. Joseph Fielding Smith, son of late church president Joseph F. 
Smith, took a more narrow, conservative position. Mormonism in the 1920s, by and 
large, mirrored mainstream American notions of biblical literalism. 

23 Joseph Francis Merrill (1868-1952), the son of former apostle Marriner W. 
Merrill, was a mining engineer by profession and had taught at the University of 
Utah, serving as chair of the department. 
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of Ernest’s notes and had demanded that my securities loaned him 
be sold. Another 75,000.00 of mine lost. 

[Thursday Oct 8/31] Was at the Temple from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
The meeting of Twelve was from 9 until 10. The subject under 
discussion was whether the Speech of Bro Talmage on origin of 
man should be published. Conflicts of opinions and discussion 
lasted so long the Presidency came in before a definite conclusion 
was reached. It went over for one week . . . Business conditions no 
better. Banks failing everyday. 

[Saturday Oct 10/31] . . . An awful busy day. So many people want 
personal interviews and most of them want donations or some 
Government position, Financial situation is not improving. Very 
serious situation and unrest exists throughout the country. A large 
number of Banks fail each day and some thing will have to be done 
by the Government or no telling what will happen. Pres. Hoovers 
latest plan to telephone me about will help and I am in hope will 
stem the tide of doubt and unrest. The end however is not yet. 

[Wednesday Oct 14/31] Striving in every way possible to work out 
plans to cope with the conditions of unemployment and the unrest 
that is growing all over the country. I had very little sleep last night 
and not much for months past. 

[Friday Oct 16/31] Callers as usual. Alone in office today as Ike 
Stewart went to Los Angeles for a few days. Held a conference 
with Jos Cardon and Stanley Decker. Went over the affairs of the 
Logan Land & Drainage Co. in detail and I told them of the 
conference held with Ralph Bristol a few days ago and at which 
time he told me that Mr. Day did not have a cent to his name 
and he could not pay his part of the note at Provo Coml & 
Savings and I would have to pay it all. I asked Jos Cardon if he 
would not buy all the land of Logan Land 8c Drainage Co. and 
assume obligations of the Company . . . 

[Tuesday Oct 20/31] I left for Provo to attend a Board Meeting of 
the Provo Commercial and Savings Bank with Isaac Stewart. We 
decided to write off some $45,000.00 of slow and questionable 
notes. Business is slow and people restless . . . 
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10 o’clock attended a meeting with Chairman Lowe and party of- 
ficials and discussed future plans for party organization and work. 
It was decided to give a public reception to Mrs. Smoot and myself 
next Thursday evening at the Hotel Utah. 

[Wednesday Oct 28/31] I spent the most of the day at Provo. Was 
busy with Bank affairs. Am trying to get Loose affairs in a better 
shape. Made little headway. Stanley Decker took me down and 
back. 

[Thursday Oct 29/31] Was at the Temple from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
A public reception was given at Hotel Utah in honor of Mrs. Smoot 
and myself. There were about one thousand attending Dancing 
after hand shaking. A splendid feeling. A good time and a fine lot 
of people. 

[Friday Oct 30/31] Held a conference with Cardon of Logan and 
attorneys for Logan Land and Drainage Co. The affairs of the com- 
pany are in a horrible shape and I will loose some $60,000.00 and 
perhaps more. I will [be] compelled to take 700 acres of land and 
pay their indebtedness and the Provo Bank. 

[Saturday Oct 31/31] Callers during the morning. All wanting assis- 
tance. Men thought to be well off asking for assistance and stating 
they are actually short of the necessities of life . . . 

[Monday Nov 2/31] . . . H. S. Anderson arrived from Boulder Dam 
and reported to me conditions there. He says he is feeding 2200 
men and is doing fairly well. Callers wanting assistance as usual. 
Alice and I was at dinner at home of the Rayburn’s. Spent a pleas- 
ant evening. Financial conditions are anything but good. 

[Tuesday Nov 3/31] . . . We spent a pleasant evening. Today was 
election day. The Republican[s] won all offices in Salt Lake City 
election. Mayor Bowman was beaten badly by Louis Marcus." 1 The 
so called betterment league had a great deal to do with Bowmans 
defeat. Democrats won the control of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 


24 Marcus migrated to Utah in 1907 and established himself in the movie busi- 
ness, operating theaters throughout Utah and southern Idaho. 
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[Friday Nov 6/31] Was at Provo looking over Bank affairs. Held a 
meeting on Logan Land & Drainage Co. Have been compelled to 
take a deed for 735 acres of the company land and for it pay the 
notes at Provo Coml 8c Savings Bank and about $6,000.00 back 
taxes. 

[Monday Nov 9/31] Held a number of meetings on the Silver 
question. Left at 5:30 with Alice for New York to pay a visit with 
Mr. 8c Mrs. Migel. It was a beautiful day and had many callers to 
say good bye. 

[Saturday Nov 14/31] Played golf during the afternoon. Mr. Migel 
was caught in the stock slump the same as most of the business 
men. Decided to return to Washington tomorrow . . . 

[Tuesday Nov 17/31; Wednesday Nov 18; Thursday Nov 19; Friday Nov 
20; Saturday Nov 21/31] These days were spent in the office, De- 
partments^] and conference with the President, the President and 
I discussed the programe for coming session of Congress, some 
needed legislation^] and the Silver problem. I also discussed the 
Silver Question and taxation with Secy Mellon. Gave a number of 
statements to the Press. Played a few games of golf. 

[Sunday Nov 22/3 1] Was at the office for an hour attended to tele- 
grams and special letters. At 11:45 attended church services. The 
usual number present. Went for a ride in the afternoon and visited 
the Zoo. It seems so strange to have only Alice and myself at the 
home. The first time for many years that some of the children have 
not been in my home. 

[Friday Nov 26/31] Busy at the office. Had an unusual number of 
callers Issued a Statement on Taxation. Played golf at Soldiers 
Home. Mr. Migel was with me part of the day. He would like an 
appointment as Minister of some European country. I will call this 
to the attention of President Hoover at 1st opportunity. Colder 
weather. Received word that Bp Nibley 2 ’ was a very sick man and 
not expected to live. 

[Sunday Dec 6/31] Was at the office from 9 until 11:30 then went 


25 Charles W. Nibley, counselor in the LDS First Presidency and former Presid- 
ing Bishop. 


“The End Is Not Yet” 


to church. It was conference of the Branch. James H. Moyle Pres 
of Mission was present. I opened conference with prayer. Moyle 
spoke for over an hour but did not seem to be at ease and repeated 
so many times. He generally speaks well. A number of strangers 
were present. 

[Friday Dec 25/31] A beautiful clear day. Not even cold. Was at the 
office for about an hour Alice had our home beautifully decorated 
with colored lights. It could be seen from blocks away. We followed 
the custom of the residents of Westley Heights. Thousands of peo- 
ple come to see the decorations. Had xmas dinner with Chloe. 
Went for a walk in the afternoon. We gave xmas presents to all the 
children and received presents from most of them. The grand chil- 
dren went to a party at the White House. 

[Saturday Dec 26/31] Was busy at the office. Had Secy of Agricul- 
ture 21 ' and son and daughter with me at lunch. Clear day but cold. 
Financial conditions are no better, either in the United States o[r] 
the world. The new Year will come in with the world upset. No one 
can tell the future. 

[Tuesday Wednesday, Thursday-29th, 30th and 31th] Was full of of- 
fice work and callers. Mail as heavy as ever, most of the letters want- 
ing assistance a position with the Government or advise as to how 
to secure enough to live on. Conditions in the world getting worse. 


26 Arthur M. Hyde. 
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1932 

[Hectic Days] 


[Jany 2 to Jany 16th/ 3 2] These have been hectic days. The failure 
of the Farmers and Merchants Bank at Provo caused a run on 
Provo Coml and Savings and I was compelled to go to New York 
to secure assistance. I borrow[ed] 50,000.00 from City Natl Bank 
and 40,000.00 from Walkers Bank at Salt Lake City. I had to guar- 
antee payment of all of them. Am in hopes these loans will pull the 
Bank through. I have had little sleep and worried myself sick. I 
have also been compelled to hold hearings before Finance Com- 
mittee on Senjohnsons 1 resolution investigating Foreign loans. He 
has been nasty and I am of the opinion he would like to destroy 
Secy Mellon, the leading Bankers of America and confidence in 
the Banks of America. He hates Pres Hoover so intensely he would 
stop at nothing to defeat and destroy him. In the hearings I have 
given him full reins and objected to no request he has made. He 
has been furnished with confidential papers from the State Dept 
by someone in the Department . . . Have been in daily touch by 
Telephone with Bank affairs at Provo. The strain is almost more 
than I can stand. 

[Sunday Jany 17/32] One week ago today was my birthday. I was 
70 years. The day before a dinner was given me by Ernest. Table 
was set in the large Committee room in Senate office Building. 


1 Senator Hiram Johnson of California. 
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Some forty of the leading men of the Nation were present. A very 
pleasant occasion. Speeches were good and I appreciated words 
of commendation. Was at the office from 10:30 until 11:30 and 
then went to church . . . 

[Monday Jany 18/32] Worried most of the night over conditions 
and failures of Banks in Utah. I have borrow[ed] for the Provo 
Coml and Savings Bank 140,000.00 dollars. Ed Jenkins and 
Brownie telephoned me they thought we would get through al- 
right. Most of the Banks in Utah County have failed. Busy with 
mail Department work and in Senate. 

[Tuesday Jany 19/32] Ernest’s birthday today. Crowded with callers 
during the morning as well as a great many Department matters 
to attend to. A clear but cold day. Senate passed the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corp Bill" and agreed to a conference with the House. 

[Wednesday 20th to Thursday 28th/ 32] . . . Finance Committee 
hearings. Sessions of Senate, meetings with President, raising 
another 70,000.00 for Provo Coml and Savings Bank, making in 
all 215,000.00 Dollars. Every body has been good to me in assist- 
ing in raising this amount. Pres Peterson here from home plac- 
ing conditions of bank and business generally at home. A very 
dark picture and a great deal of suffering. 1 certainly have 
prayed for assistance . . . 

[Friday Jany 29 to Thur Feby 4/32] Troubles here, Utah and every 
where. The world seems upset Surprises occurring every day. Un- 
thought of legislation is enacted daily. Business not improving. 
Banks and business firms failing in every section of the country 
daily. War in Japan and China. Politics upper most in minds of 
politicians. Conditions charged by Democrats to Pres. Hoover and 
Republican party. Pres Grant and S. L. Richards here to secure 
money from the Reconstruction Finance Corporation to save Salt 
Lake City Banks Deseret Savings in a critical condition. Hundreds 
of applications for positions with the newly created Reconstruc- 


2 Hoover advocated a program in December to offer government loans to busi- 
nesses, primarily banks and railroads, to help stimulate the economy. The RFC, as it 
was known, was authorized to extend two billion dollars in loans. 
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don Finance Corporation. Millions out of employment. Have had 
very little sleep for weeks past. 

[Friday Feby 5 to Tuesday 16/32] I have been so crowded, so worried 
over Financial Conditions in all sections of this country and I might 
add in the world that I have had little sleep. Never was so worried. 
Held conferences with the President, business men and hours with 
the officers of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation in behalf 
of representatives of the organization for Utah. ... 1 consummated 
a loan of $75,000.00 from New York for Provo Coml 8c Savings 
Bank. I spoke on Lincoln in Senate. Report the Deseret Savings 
Bank was insolvent and effort being made to have the Deseret Natl 
and Walker Bros. Bank and Utah State Bank save the Bank. Held 
conferences with officers of the Reconstruction Finance Corpora- 
tion offices many times. All willing to advance money to save the 
Bank if local Banks will make good the heavy losses sustained 
through decline in value of securities held. We could not reach an 
agreement and Monday 15th the Bank did not open. The Deseret 
Nat Bank and the 1st Security Bank consolidated and will reorgan- 
ize under name of 1st Natl Bank. Have worried over what effect 
the failure will have on Provo Coml and Savings Bank but Monday 
passed with no run and things very quiet. The Zion’s Savings Bank 
had a run on it and the Bank waived requirement of 30 days notice 
and paid depositors not closing until after 7 p.m. Pres Grant claims 
the Bank can stand any kind of run. Pres. Grant was here Sunday 
and left for home in the evening. He spoke over the Radio at 5 
p.m. He made a splendid address. Have spent hours taking by tele- 
phone with Ed E. Jenkins, Brownie, Edgar Hills and others. I have 
never spent in my life such anxiety as during the last month. God 
grant the worst is over. 

[February 17, 18, 19/32] . . . Financial conditions in horrible shape. 
Provo Coml and Savings is better shape. Monday there was a run 
on Zions Savings 8c Trust Co and Walker Bros Bank at Salt Lake 
City. Zions had the brunt of it. Caused no doubt by the failure of 
the Deseret Savings. 

[Saturday Feby 27/32] . . . Played golf with Harold Young at the 
Columbia Club. Had a good afternoon. Attended the Utah Ban- 
quet in the evening held at the Mayflower Hotel. A large atten- 
dance. Food better than usual. I introduced Secy of the Interior 
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[Ray Wilbur] as the speaker. Made a fine speech and paid me a 
splendid compliment. 

[March 2nd to 15th/32] From Mar 1st to 15th 1 have been so 
crowded with committee meetings, conferences on Appropriation 
Bills, callers on every conceivable public question, demands made 
for additional appropriations relief provisions, disturbed Bank 
conditions among them the Provo Coml and Savings Bank and it 
has been next to impossible to get sleep. Many of the nights 1 have 
but a few hours and as tired in the morning as at the close of the 
day. I never expected to be called upon to pass through such trying 
times. No change in sight. 

[Thursday Mar 17/32] ... A busy and trying day. Brownie arrived 
by airplane to discuss the affairs of the Provo Coml & Savings Bank. 
It looks as if we would be compelled to make a stock assessment. 
Financial affairs at home are in a serious condition. 

[Saturday Mar 19 to Tuesday Mar 29/32] Attended Church Mar 20 
& 27th. Tuesday evening I with Brownie took midnight train for 
New York. On arrival next morning went direct to Governor Clin- 
ton Hotel. Brownie was there. Spent most of the morning with 
Mitchel and other officials of the National City Bank. I borrowed 
$55,000.00 dollars for the Provo Coml & Savings Bank and took 
Bank paper for it. Terms 6%. This will enable the Bank to pay its 
note at Natl City Bank for 40,000.00 and they will then have 
enough cash to pay Irvine Natl Bank of 50,000.00. Had lunch with 
officials of the Bank and discussed the financial conditions of the 
world and serious situation even in our own country. Returned 
[to] Washington arriving at 8:15 a.m. Have been busy with appro- 
priation Bills and in the Senate the consideration of Tariff Bill so 
called and callers all wanted help and positions. Brownie returned 
to Utah by Airplane. Have been worried over the lack of recovery 
of business that we all expected following passage of the many re- 
lief Bills by Congress . . . Alice and I had dinner with President and 
Mrs. Hoover. 

[Wednesday 30, Thursday 31, Fri Apr 1st/ 32] Spent morning hours 
with callers and answering mail. Afternoon in Senate. No improve- 
ment in business. The feeling generally is that recovery is a long 
way off. Securities still declining. Agreed to allow a mortgage to 
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be placed on Eldredge Block for a loan of $50,000.00 Stormy 
weather. I did play golf Wednesday with Dan Green. 

[Friday 8th to Wed Apr 20th/32] . . . Everyone taxed by House Bill 
wants to be heard and I have tried to give each industry a chance. 
The Senate again voted to instruct the Appro Committee to reduce 
the House Bills by 10%. A bungling way of legislating. Mail never 
so heavy. Business never so unsettled. Investigations the order of 
the day. Stock market still declining. All the remedial legislation 
has not improved business to any great extent but no doubt has 
prevented a worse condition. General April Conference held. No 
one sustained as 2nd Counsellor to President Grant. Have heard 
of no reason why. 3 Pres. Grant told me he had decided to select 
Rueben J. Clark. Rain a good deal of the time. 

[Thursday Apr 21/32] Completed the hearings in the Revenue Bill 
and called a meeting of the Full Committee to consider the Bill for 
next Monday. Awful tired and went to be[d] early. Was called by 
telephone from Salt Lake City and advised my half sister Maggie 
Dusenberry died today. I also received a telegram to same effect 
from Jos F. Nibley and answered it Maggie has been sick for a long 
time. 

[Monday 2, Tuesday 3, Wednesday 4/32] . . . All three days spent in 
Finance Committee considering the Tax. Most trying work. Every- 
body is willing the other fellow should be taxed but not him. Hard 
and disagreeable work. Am not sleeping much. 

[Thursday 5, Friday 6, Saturday 7/32] Every day spent from morning 
until evening working on the Revenue bill Financial conditions are 
getting worse instead of better. Never expected to see America in 
such a condition . . . 

[Sunday May 8/32] Met Pres Grant and wife at 7:40 a.m. Went di- 
rect to my home. Attended church at 11:45. Pres Grant was the 
speaker. Had dinner at Apartment of Wm Marriott and wife. Was 
at the office for an hour. Quite cool today. In the evening had a 


3 Smoot was so preoccupied in Washington that he had not heard that J. 

Reuben Clark’s installation would be postponed until he finished his ambassadorial re- 
sponsibilities with Mexico. 
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long talk with President Grant about conditions at home. Financial 
affairs in awful condition. He told me of the unfortunate remarks 
Stephen L Richards made at the last conference. 4 Stephen L. was 
ready to resign but Pres Grant thought that would not happen. 
Was with President in the evening. 

[Monday May 16/32] Was at my office early. My mail exceedingly 
heavy. Most of them protesting against the Revenue Bill. No one 
wants to be taxed. Senate met at 11 a.m. The day was spent in 
consideration of the Revenue Bill. Little headway made. I spoke 
on the Bill last Saturday Senate met at 1 1 a.m. and adjourned at 
10 p.m. I did not get a chance to eat lunch. Was very tired at close 
of Session. Had nothing to eat from 7 a.m. until 1 1 p.m. 

[Washington DC Monday May 23/32 to Saturday May 28/32] I have 
held session every day for at least 9 hours and [a] few days 11 
hours hoping to secure final action on the Bill by end of month. 
Have done fairly well and sustained by both sides of the Cham- 
ber. Held several committee meetings and one in particular to 
carry out instructions by Senate to restore most of the so called 
special items for taxation. This action has brought thousands of 
telegrams protesting. We are still short of balancing the Budget 
by at least 70 millions. Hope to get final action on the Bill by 
middle of next week. I am calling attention to the Senate that 
every day of delay means 2 millions of Dollars loss to the Senate. 
The leaders of the Democrats in the Senate have cooperated 
with me in securing early action on the Bill. I have taken action 
to acknowledge the same. 

[Monday 13, Tuesday June 14/32] It looks as if it will never cease 
raining. Was in conferences all of both days. Republican national 
Convention opened at Chicago. First Nat. Convention I have 
missed for about 40 years. 

[Saturday July 2/32] Married Alice two years ago today. Was at the 
office during the morning and played gold [golf] with Alvord at 
Burning Tree during the afternoon. Roosevelt was nominated by 


4 This homily, entitled “Bringing Humanity to the Gospel,” was a plea for more 
toleration of those who violate church teachings— especially the church’s health code. 
The sermon was excluded from the published proceedings. 
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the Democratic Convention for President of the U.S. Bitter feeling 
among the Smith adherents. Had dinner with Bill and Allie Mar- 
riott. Cool day and night. 

[Sunday July 3/32] At the office from 9 until 1 1:30 A M. Attended 
Church Fast day services. There were seven babies to bless. I took 
part in blessing and giving them a name. I was one of the speakers 
taking the greater part of the time. Spoke on World Conditions 
and the Mormon attitude upon the question. A wet miserable day. 

[Monday July 4/32] . . . The bonus soldiers 5 are still camped in 
Washington had a parade today. No trouble to speak of from 
them so far. Played golf at Burning Tree in afternoon with John 
Hopkins. 

[Wed 6th Thur 7th Fri 8th Sat 9/32] Was crowded with Committee 
meetings in preparation for adjournment of Congress but little 
head way was made this week. Held a couple of Conferences with 
the President. The financial situation is not improving. Received 
many letters expressing bitter opposition to Pres Hoover. Unless 
there is a change it looks as if Hoover will be defeated. This how- 
ever I cannot concede at the present time. We have a hard battle 
ahead. 

[Monday 11 Tuesday 12 Wed 13 Thurs 14 July/ 32] My mail was 
crowded many telegrams and telephone calls from different parts 
of the country ask for special legislation by way of Government 
assistance. Such bills occupied most of the time of Congress this 
week. The President has won out in each fight either direct or by 
veto on all relief legislation. Received notice of stock liability as 
stock holder in the Deseret Savings Bank failure. I must loose the 
stock and pay liability of 10,300.00 for myself and 700.00 for Reed 
Smoot Trustee. Weather hot this week. I delivered a speech in the 
Senate in answer to criticism of Pres. Hoover & Tariff . . . The Bo- 
nus marchers paraded all day and most of last night in front on 
the Capitol— Many threats were made. 


5 The Bonus Expeditionary Force converged on Washington to protest their 
plight. By mid-summer over 1 1,000 had assembled, many with their wives and chil- 
dren, and took over unoccupied buildings near the Capitol. Others established make- 
shift shanty towns to make their presence visibly known. 
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[Monday 18th Tuesday July 19, Wed 20th Thursday 21 Friday 22/32] 
Busy days getting ready to leave for home and getting things 
straightened out for coming campaign. Arranging for assistance 
financially for the campaigning . . . 

[Sunday July 24th/32] Yesterday afternoon attended an outing for 
Utah people. About 300 present Had a very pleasant time. We took 
our picnic with us. Am not feeling well heat for last few days very 
oppressive. There seems to be a little better feeling in financial 
circles since Congress adjourned and relief measures assured. 
Looks as if we are going to have trouble with the soldiers camping 
here in Washington. They have been ordered off Government 
property but leaders refuse to do so. The time expires tomorrow 
allowing them railroad transportation and expenses to return 
them to their homes. 6 

[Monday July 23/32] For the last week I have been suffering from 
a bad stomach and head aches. Never felt so tired in my life. It is 
no doubt a reaction from overwork during last Session Congress. 
This morning at 5 a m played golf with Alice. A beautiful cool 
morning. Crowded at office with all sorts of callers. Receiving nu- 
merous applications from all parts of the State for positions with 
Home Loan Bank Reconstruction Corporation or any other place. 
People are desperate. 

[Thursday July 28/32] ... At 10 P M Washington papers issued 
an extra telling of the conflict between the U S Soldiers and the 
Bonus men. One man killed and large number wounded. They 
were driven from all Government property. Most of the crowd 
proved to be Communists and not soldiers of the World War. 

[Friday July 29/32] Had an unusual number of callers today. Things 
quiet around the City. Most of the soldiers have left the City. Some 
papers criticize the President for calling out the Army others praise 
him. The job was well done A great surprise to the Communist 


6 Legislation was passed providing funds for veterans to return home, but 
about two thousand opted to stay on. They were routed by police and federal troops 
from Fort Meyers, their shanties burned, and some killed in the melee. This episode 
proved a political blunder for Hoover seeking re-election in the fall. 
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soldiers. Getdng ready to leave for home. Ike Stewart wires me 
best not to return for a couple of weeks. Politics very much mixed. 

[Saturday July 30/32] Alice and I played golf at Soldiers Home from 
5 am until 7.15 am a beautiful morning. Busy at the office balance 
of day. Applications for Government positions keep piling in. It 
seems half of Utah wants government employment. 

[Tuesday Aug 9th/32] Spent an hour at the Hospital for treatment 
of my ears and further examination of my blood. Received tele- 
phone call from Sen Hatfield' and agreed to meet him in New York 
tomorrow at 10 oclock at the Waldorf Hotel. We will agree upon 
amount of funds the Senatorial Committee can furnish Utah for 
coming campaign. Worked on mail and preparation for my leaving 
for home soon. Arthur Woolley and wife called. He suggested I 
leave for Europe for a rest and let the politicians fight the campaign 
out at home and not be able to drag me into every quarrel. He 
expressed the opinion I would be reelected without saying a word. 

[Wednesday Aug 10/32] Arrived in New York at 7.45 A.M. Went 
direct to Waldorf Astoria Hotel Ernest was with me. Met Senator 
Hatfield and other Republicans in charge of campaign. I told 
Sen Hatfield just what I wanted from the Senatorial Committee 
and he favored the amount. Later in day Chas Hillis called and I 
told him what I wanted from the Senatorial Committee. He 
arranged for a dinner at 7.30 at home of a friend. We attended 
that dinner. Amount of 100,000.00 was agreed upon to be han- 
dled by the Senatorial Committee and it was assigned and I 
secured promise of the amount I asked for my campaign. I took 
train for Washington at 12.30. Hatfield returned to Washington 
on same train. 

[Thursday Aug 1 1/32] l attended the reception given by Pres 8c Mrs 
Hoover at the White House. A large gathering. A very optimistic 
feeling prevailed for President’s reelection. The President deliv- 
ered an address accepting the Republican nomination for Presi- 
dent of the United States at Constitutional Hall. We had Arthur 
Woolley and wife to dinner and they went with us to the Hall to 


7 Republican senator Henry Drury Hatfield (1875-1962) of West Virginia. 
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hear the President. It was a wonderful address. The best the Presi- 
dent ever delivered. Praise on all sides were heard at the close of 
meeting. He surprised many by his recommendations affecting 
prohibition. 

[Tuesday Aug 16/32] Secured rail transportation leaving here to- 
morrow afternoon. Crowded with getting everything ready to 
leave. Visited the Doctor at the Navy Hospital and had my ears 
treated and the place on my leg where a tick embedded itself some 
weeks ago. It has not progressed as it should have done. Will see 
doctor again in the morning. 

[Wednesday Aug 1 7/32] ... At 4.05 p m Alice and I left Washington 
for home via the Baltimore and Ohio Ry. We had a compartment. 
The train is filled with the new system of cooling It is certainly a 
wonderful change and makes travel pleasant even in the hottest 
weather. 

[Thursday Aug 18/32] . . .John Hopkins gave a dinner in my honor 
at the Palmer House. Fifty leading citizens of Chicago were present 
Spent a very pleasant 1-1/2 hours eating and chatting. At 10 oclock 
took Chicago North Western Ry for home. Had a very busy day. 

[Saturday Aug 20/32] We arrived in Salt Lake City at 10.30 A.M. 
Was met by a large number of friends. We went direct to Hotel 
Utah. Our rooms were ready for us. Callers were waiting to see me 
and as soon as I could change I began receiving callers and was 
busy the whole day. At 4.30 pm. left with Pres. Grant for Brighton." 
It was cold during the night and had a headache. 

[Sunday Aug 22/32] Had a miserable night suffering with headache 
and hay fever. At 4.30 pm. we left for Hotel Utah. Was glad when 
I got back. Went to bed early with the hope 1 would be relieved by 
morning. 

[Monday Aug 22/32] From now on my office will be crowded with 
callers most of them wanting employment I must meet them all 
but little hope for them Saturday last the Republican State Con- 
vention was held. I was nominated U S Senator by acclamation. 


8 A summer mountain resort east of Salt Lake City. 
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Made a speech It was well received. Will Lawer, Ernest Bamber- 
ger’s candidate was defeated by H Seegmiller It was a great surprise 
to Bamberger but it pleased many of the strong republicans of the 
State. It is the defeat of the Bamberger machine. 

[Tuesday Aug 23/32 ] 9 


9 For some reason Smoot’s diary stops here. It is left to speculation if he ceased 
writing or if the diary, along with the missing portions of the earlier era, are in some- 
one else’s possession or lost or destroyed. 
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